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In the prepent Work our object has \\een to supply to the people 
of Essex a complete and modern History of their County. The only 
history of Essex which enjoyed any deg^re^ of reputation was that 
of Morant — a ‘j||fputation by no means undeserved : but it is now an 
old book ; a long chapter of the manorial history hsis passed over 
since it was.ij:;j)ubliHhed ; many things are changed, an^ many are 
clfaiij^iig ; and, in not a few instances, Morant himself iS in error, 
and his accounts inc^|^|lete. Such being the case, it was not probable 
that the want of a N|fw History should^ have been supplied by a bare 
repriu^of Morant, without apy additions or corrections. 

Genv^-^rlji> speaking, in the manorial history, wc have taken Morantfs, 
account as the’' ri^indation of oOr own, Correcting his stAtiuneiits, an'd 
continuing the history, whenever our own reseifrches, and the kindness 
of th<‘ gentlemen of Ks^ox, has /uiablt'd us to .do sp/ To ensure the* 
a^uracy of our descriptions, — poiilt in which Morant is peculiarly 
d^C^ent, — the county ^as been personally visited, and its beauties and 
peculiarities noted down. The d^tatistics have been given, in every 

• _ V ' 

institnco, •frojii the best and latest reports. 

.. With all the citrcf which /an be giifen to the subject, it is next 
to impossible that such a work dhn Ije without errors ^ and the facit, 
that things Me alwavs changing, will explain why, before our book^ 
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was finisipiedi iiiAiy ^things had ceased to be as they were when 
began. We liave always solicited from oiir Subscribers who were^ 
constantly o^ the sj>o? the favour of a correction of such errors ; 
and, by th||^ aid, with we have been able to collect ourselves, 

we have eit^teyoured, to supply all such Tdefici- 

encies by a ferief Appendix ‘ end. 

That our History might not be deficient in pictorial embeltjw^ments, 
the whole county has been traversed by an able artist^ employed 
for the purpose, and we trust that*he has produced a Series of Views 
which far froiii being unwoiroy of the patronage of:. the public. 

We cannot feel too deeply the liberality and kindness which has 
been every where shown towards us by the gentleiiK^g^of the county 
of Essex during the progress of our undertaking. Among those to 
whom we are under more especial obligations, are — ‘tbetjsJl^ev. Charles 
Fisher, Ovington ; the Rev. E. W. Mathew, Vicar ‘of " CoggeshaR ; 
John NichoIIs, Esq. Islington ; Thomas W alfc^^fcEsq. Harsted Hall; 
the Rev. R. L. Pcige, PantfieM ; the Rev. Gee, Thuxted ; 

W. W. Francis, Es<p Solicitor, Colchester ; the Rev. H. Stewart, Rumsted 
Steeple; Francis Uannester, Esq. Mai don ; the Rev. W. Fiiich- 

ingfield ; the Rev. H. Soames, Shelley ; George Sha, , Esq. Solicitor, 
Hillericay ; and the Rev. -J. Wilkinson, of Audley End, to whom wo 
owe our history df^Saifrpn Waldchi. 
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Ingram, Mr. Brentwood 

In ties, M. Esq. Water-lane, Tower-street 

Jackson, Mr. Steeple Bumstead 

Jackson, Mr. Barking 

Jackson, Mr.s. Shenfield ,.v<' 

James, J. Es(|. (.'rutcho^ 

James, Mr. Kelvedon 

Jcileries, Mr. 'I'. J. HrightlhTgseu 

Jenkins, Hcv. H. Rector ofStaiiway 

Jenkins, Rev. Henry, Co]>ford 

Jf>hh Mr. Edward Beldam, Bishops Stortford 

J oil'll* ■' , '*evf A. Vicar of Lillie Buddow 

Johnson, — -“Vsq. Hay^^iaisc, Colne 

Johnson, Mr. ^C'l.wich 

Jones, Mr, Mnplestlud 

Jones, Mrs. New-strevt. Spring-gardens 

Jones, Mr. William, W hi tecross* street 

Josliii, Miss, Bishops Stortfor^ 

Jiqipo, Mr. William, Old Broad-strcct 

Keating, Mr. Kelvedon Ciynmon 
Kehbell, Mrs. Stroud (ireeii house 
JboiBiiiig. l''> P. Esq. Colches^r 
Reiiip, Mr. Robert, Purleigh 
Kent, Mr.^alisbury-strcet, Strand 
Kerry, Mr. Cork-street, Bond-street 
King. Mrs. fl. East Ham 
King, V. Esq. Baytl*oriie End 
Kingsby, S. Esq. sen.*Co^geshatl 
Kirkbani, Mr. <'bapcl 
Kniglit? Mr. Saffron Walden 
Knight, Mv.^J. Coggeshall 
Knipe, Mr. Saninel S. .Sandon-placo 
Knox, V icesimus,. Esq. Writtlo Lodge 
Knox, Miss, Halstead 


Laiiig, Mr. Eenchurcb-strcct 
Laiiig, Mr. W. Boreham 
Lake, lUebard I'sq. Keppel-street 
L;ike, Esq. Thorpe 
Lake, J. Esq. Riven hall 
Lake, Mr. John, Ureut Sab’ng 
Lambert, J.' Ego. Panfi^d 
]^u])riinaudaye, Mifis, Waltliamstow 
Laiirer.ee, Wm. ColcheAter 
Lnwes, Mr. Yeldhaiii' 
j Lawrence, Mr. Bow 
; J.;iy. Rev. J. W. Colno Engaine 
Lay, Mrs. 'I'oppestield 
Lavtoii, Edwin, Londol? house, St. Paul’s 
Lea, Mrs. M. Bardfield 

Mr. Henry, Ipswich, Suffolk 
Leaver, Mr. Oreat Leighs 
l..edger, — Kstp St. J’hoinas-street, Southwark 
Leieh, Mr. N. Colchester 
Leigh^ W. P. Esq. Weathersfield 
Leigh, Mark, Esq. Pond lioiive, L.^ngham 
Lcisher, Mrs. Boyles, South Weald 
Lennox, — Ksc^. PJaiatow, Essex 
LeviTiw, Mr. \v. 1’. Windsor-terrace, City-road 
Lewin, Mr. John . . . ditto 
Lewi.s, Mr. Hovinger 
Liall, Rov, W. R. Kcctor jf Fairstead 
Liiisrll, James, Esq. Kpping 
J .it tie, Mr. Thomas, Blfick Notley 
Livermore, Mr. Little Duninow 
Livermore, Mr. Writtle 
Liverton, Mrs. Forrest-gate 
^ Ludgerton, J. Esq. Shalford 
Lodwick, J. Esq. Rochford hall 
Lowe, Mr. Wandsworth 
J.oyd, Rev, E. B.D. East T’lbur}' 

Jmcas Mr. Harwich 

Maherley, Thomas, l'>q; Colchester 
Mnahy, Rev. M. William 
Maiihv, Airs. Shenfield Villa 
Maiihy, Mrs. Brentwood 
Mardeii, W. (ierpins Kainhain 
Mark, Mr. 'VVcatlicrsfu ld 
Mark well, Mr. Long’s Hotel, Bond-street 
Marriage, W. Esq. Snarcsbrook 
Marriage, J. Esq. . . ditto 
Marriage, — Esep . . ditto 
Marriage, Mr. William, Bloomfield 
Marriage, .Mr. J. ... ditto 
Mari^ge, Mr. .1. jun. C’lielmsftrd 
M'irriage, Misr Mary, ditto 
Marriott, — Esq. Abhottshall 
' Marsden, Mr. J. Chelmsford 
Marsli, C. Esq. Tendring 
Mnrsli, W. C. Esq. ditto 
Marsh, 'P. T. Cireat Hainbcidge 
Marsh, T. H. Prittlewell 
Mascall, Mr. Old Sampford 
Mathew, Rev. E. W. Vicar of Coggcsholl 
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Maliicws, Kcv. — , Clare, Suffolk 

Maude, — - Ksq. Langhani liall 

May, — Esq. Colchester 

May, — Esq. Oxlbrd-strect 

May, Mr. A. Gladfiu hall, Halstead 

May hew, Win, Esq. Cuggeshull 

Mayhew, W. Esq. jtiii. M. I*, ditto 

Mavhew, Mr. Joseph, Halstead 

Mayo, Miss, ('heshunt 

M‘I*herson, Koht. jun. Esq IMaislow, Essex 

Merehuiil, John, Esq. Lexdeii 

Messeiiger, — Esq. liighJieach ' 

Metcalf, Mr. H. High -street, Whitechapel 

Miller, Mr. Stanstend 

Mitchell, Mr. Whitcchapcl-road 

M '[lines, Mr. Ahlgatc 

Motid, Mr, .1. Colchester 

Monk, Henry, Esq. Ilford hall 

Moore, - Esq. Ha.sing-hme 

Moore, Mr. J. Maiiiiiiigtree 

M<>pre, John, Esq. (adchestcr 

M»>ure, Mr. Jun. Moiintness lug 

Morgan. Mr. Burking 

Morley, Mrs. W, East Ham. 

Morrison, J. W. Esq. Snaresbroolc 
Moss, J. Esq. Cohie 
M OSS, Mr. 'I'hoinas, Monlsham 
Mourn, — Esq. Broniley, MiiUllesox 
Miiinford, R. Esq. Dcdhigii 
Miiinford, Mr. James, Hatfield, Eroadoak 
Mussett, Mr. Hockslcy 
Myall, Rev. W, M.A. Eiuchingfield 

Nassau, Erederick, l-’bq. I’riory, St. Osyth 
Newholf, Rev. Mr. Rrentwood 
Newman, Rev. J. Vicar of AVitham 
Nicholls, .lohn, Esq. Islington 
Noad, Mr. Rardlield 
Nock aid, — Esq, Stratihrd 
Nockahl, Mr. S. Manningtrec 

Nolan, Rev. K.. Ll^.D. E.H.S. Vicar of Pritilewell 

Nurinaii, 1(. Esq. Maiiuingtrce 

Norman, J. S. Merseu 

Nhrris, Mr. 'riiomas, Rardficld 

Nottage, (ieo. Esq. Rucking r " 

Nottaget Mrs. Charlotte, ditto 
Notlid/e. Rev. J. Ea.st Jlanningfield' 

Notudge,’ Itev. J. jiin. Runwcll 

Nottidge, Rev. Edward, South R^niflect 

Nunn, — Esq. Colchester 

Niniii, C'arrington, l'<sq. RLsliops Stortford 

Nunn, H. Esq. Rrailtield 

Nunn, C. Esq. Manniiigtrec 

Niinn, 'J'hunias, l^sqV ditto 

Nunn, Mrs. Coggeshall 

Niiiin, ''Ir J. Ruinstead 

Ninfo, Mr. Tavistock-strect 

Nunn, Mr. 'J ottenhain-court-road 

Ogj’ie, Mr. Raul, Colchester 
Ormc-od, George, Esq. (Jicpstow p.irk 
Oweq. Ri. v. C. Lalchingdon 
Owen, Mr. C. Rruhitreo 


j Pi'ige, Mr. J. Chelmsford 
Page, Rev. K. L. jun. Puntficld 
Page, Mr. Charles, Old Moor, Soulhmiiister 
l*age, Mr. John, Turret house, Rayleigh 
Palmer, Rev. H. Slielly 
Palmer, Rev. 11. J.itlle Laver 
Papellier, Rev. — , Lexdeii 
Parker, Mr. C'oggcshall 
Parry, Mr. Rroinley, Middlesex 
Parry, l^fr. Montague-streot 
Putmer, Mr. N. 'J einplars Lindsell 
Pattern, Anthony, Es(j. (Jiapel 
Pattisson, F. H. I''sq. (..’oggcshall 
Pntlison, Mr. J. jun. Maldoii 
Pattison, Mr. B. . . ditto 
Paskell, Thomas, Esq. Maiiningtrcc 
l*ayne, John, Esq. Maldon 
Peacock, B. Esq. General Post Ofhe** 

Peacock, Mr. 'f. If. Cannon-street, ('ity 

Peaetjck, Mr. A. Sudbury, Sulfuik 

Pcade, Benjamin, Esq. Acton h(*usc, rptninster 

Pearce, Mrs. N. Dcbden green 

Peed, Anthony, ('oggcshall 

Poinberton, Rev. — Si. Paul, Bclchatnp 

IVmherton, Rev. Joseph, Rector ofFoxhearth 

Peiinyfathor, Mr. Leytonstoiie 

Penrie, Mr. Colchester 

Penrose, Rev. 'fhomas, LL.l). Writth* 

Perry 'riionius, Esq. Moor hall, Harlow 

Perry, J. lisq. Wcathersheld 

Philfhriek, Mr. J. Colchester 

Phillips, J. R. S Esq. Hiiriianis Lodge 

Phillips, Mr. T. Colchester 

Phillips, Mr. Wriltlc 

Phipps, Mr. John, Waltliam Ahhey 

Pitt, Rev. C. B. Fqiping 

li’ iyler, Mr. J. Boreliani 

Plough, Mr. Barking 

Pollelt, 'rhonias, Esq. Park hidl 

Pollett, A, lvs(j. Great Snlirg 

Policy, M-r. J. London Wall 

Poole, Mr. F.eighs 

Porter, E. K. F..sq. (Juildford-sreet 

Potter, Mr. Jas, Weatherslield 

Powell, Mr. Braintree 

Praiicis, Mr. ditto 

Pijitehanr — Esep Lawrcncc-lanc 

l-iehard,*Mr. King-slreel, Chcnpsnle 

Puddle, Will. Esf|. Colchester 

Piidiiey, Mr. Colne 

Parcel, .Mr. Waltham 

Puvkis^ ,J. jun. Esq. Stnrmcr hall 

Pyiiian^ Mr. Brighlliiigsea 

J*yne, Mr. Benjamin, Steeple Bnmstcml 

t Y^iuarrington, jT. Eaq. Midd.lct^n-squarr, IVntonviile 
Qutiringion, nev.*John, Vicar of Sl.oplaiid 
Qiiaterii.an, Mr. Wanstead 

Rainsdeii, Rev. W. Great Stamhridge 
Ralph, Mr. P. Braintree 
Ratelille, Mr. Widford 
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•tHe county of ESSfiX. 


introduction: 


GENERAL ARPEAllANCE, SCENERY, SOIL, AGUICULTUKE, GEOLOGY, &C, 


Tinil county of Essex is large, populous and fruitful; enjoying, in its excellent 
roads, ready conveyance by water-carriage, and nearness to the capital, advantages 
rarely met with in any other part of the kingdom. Its name is derived from eaft- 
Seaxa and eaft-Sexpcftjie, two names given to it by the Saxons, who settled and 
divided this district, and erected it into a kingdom. From east to west its extent 
is about sixty miles, and from nortli to ^south fifty ; the circuit of its boundaries 
is about miles; its contents* nearly 1,^240,(XX) acres. Aecordii^g to the new 
map of the Board oi* Ordnance, it contains 9142, acres. The estimate in itlif 
returns of poor-rates niJikes the aitlount 97(5,000 acres. It lies •between 51’* iHY 
and 52^' 15' north latitude. 

• • 

This county is nearly on all sides eiicoiiipasscd by water : dip Stour, rising not 
far from Hiiverhill, on theVonfincs of Cambridgeslure, determines its northern limit, 
bordering Suffolk; not far from its source,* this stream expands and forms a lalA% 
or^nere, giving its name to the parisli of Sturmere. At WatsdJ' Bridge it is joined 
by two nameless stream^, and bj thef Brett, near the towm of Sudbury ; and en- 
larging a?Tt flow's, passes through soiflr of the most pleasant parts of tlio counties 
it Separates it meets the tide at Manning<^rec, and exceedingly incr^sing Tn Bi'eadth, 
presents a fine exp%.nsQ, at high water, fo the beautiful seat and surrounding groumls 
of Mistlcy Thorn. At ITarwitfh it joins thtf (^rw'ell, from Ipswich, and both these 
rivers fall inU) the sea beneath the batferiespf Languard Fort, on the Suflblk shoTe. 

The rivers Lea and Stort, forming its xvestern boundiiry, separafSp lissex from 
parts of Cambridgeslfire and Middlesex, the Lea falling into the Thames a little 
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HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


below Stepney ; and the great river Thames^ on its southern border, and, on the 
cast, the German Ocean, give every advantage that can distinguish a maritime 
district. 

V'arioiis other rivers, and numerous running streams enliven and fertilize this 
county. The^Colne rises in tlie parish of Redgwell, and in its course passes by the 
Heddinghams, Halstead, the Colncs, and Colchester; after which it receives two 
considerable brooks from the vicinity bf Fingrinhou and Brightlingsea, and dis- 
cliarges itself info the sea between St. Osith and the isle of Mersey. 

The Blackwater, or Pant, vises in the parish of Depden, on the borders of Cam- 
bridgeshire, and flows soutli-eastwfird by Radwintcr, Great Bardficld, Booking, 
Coggeshall, Kelvedon, and Wickham Milte; receiving the influx of various streams 
in its course, it joins the Chelmer at Maldon, and both together enter tlie bay called 
Blackw'ater, and the sea, between Mersey and Bradwell. 

Tlie Clielmer rises in ("hickiley, or Henhani, and running south-east by Thack- 
stead, Dunmow, Felstead, and *Great and Little Waltham, passes the town of 
Chelmsford, where, being joined by the Can, it proceeds eastward till it reaches the 
estuary at Maldon. 

The Crouch flows from two springs in Little Burgsted and Langdon, and running 
east divides the hundreds of Rochford and Dengey, and partly those of Barstable 
and Chelmsford: it falls into the sea between Foulness and the salt marshes below 
Burnham. 

The Rodon descends from the central part of the county, rising at Little Easton, 
near Dunmow ; passing southward tHrough an extensive tract to which it gives the 
name of the Codings, it makes a compass to the west, at Chipping Ongar under 
\Vtodford hills in Epping Forestj* and turns again to the east by M'anstead; and 
having'pursued its course ihroiigli a pleasant vale adorned with handsome villages 
and superb mansions, it flows through a level district, by Ilford and Barking, to the 
Thames. 

The Cam is composed of two branches, one of which rises on the borders of 
Bedfordshire, the other, bearing the classic name of the Granta, has its soui’ce in 
(juendon ; and flowing northward througn the highly ornamented grounds of Audley 
End, Chesterford and Icaldun, hastens with Hs sister stream towards Cambridge. 

The most considerable of these rivers, the Stour, the Colne, the ^ Pant, the 
Chelmer aSid the Rodon, rise in the north-west part of the county ; and flowjng frgm 
tluMicc, as from the highest ground, the first easterly, the three* next east and by 
south, and the two others southerly, dist^'arge themselves into tile sea, and the river 
Thames. • 

The Ingreburn (iisses by Upminster and Rayiiham; and numerous •brooks and 
rivulets add to the beauty and fruitfulness of almost every parish ini the county. 
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It is observed by an esteemed autlior, “ that the banks of rivers, and the heights 
which command them, almost exclusively monopolize the beauty, and compose the 
characteristic features of every country ; the nature of the stream and its surrounding 
objects deciding the qualities of romantic scenery ; rich plains and pastures ; abun- 
dant manufactures, and consequent populousness. Capital towns jand cities are 
seldom elsewhere placed; the fine seats of our nobility flourish most on these 
stations ; the castle, whose proud ruin we contemplate with so much interest, gene- 
rally couimamls these passes ; and the ivyed abbey is alw'llys dependant on its con- 
tiguous stream. The spire of the rustic village nowhere looks so pleasing, nor have 
woods ever so strong an effect, as on the banks of rivers. Tbe progress also of a 
navigation, and the increase of a large stream to an estuary, ))resents great variety 
of scenery; iihd the ports wliich generally grace its exit to the sea, with their 
attendant shippiujg, form interesting objects.” These observations may not im- 
properly be applied to the scenery of Essex, which •f)resents an extensive sea coast, 
with an ever-varying succession of rural landsca|)es bordering its numerous rivers, 
flowing beside as handsome villages as are to be found in the kingdom, and the 
princely residences of noblemen and wealthy citizens. 

The finest scenery of Essex is in the liberty of Havering. The road from Romford 
to Brenlwo(Kl exhibits views highly attractive and beautiful, and more j)articularly so 
in the vicinity of Dagenham Park, and from Thoriidon to Epping and Havering 
Bowcm*. In this distpet a perpetual variety is presented of hill and dale, thickly 
wooded, with much fine timber; and gentlemens houses are seen in every direction, 
and ornamental plantations, and rich meado\^ ground. The vale between Hockley 
and Raleigh, bounded by distant bighSr 'grounds, is well, \vooded and richly 
cultivated. 

The most extensive vie>v in Esse^ is from tjie brow of Langdpn, which* is Jje- 
licved to present the finest prospect in England. The ascent on tbe northern side 
of this eminence is gradual and easy ; but on the sduth, south-east, and south-west, 
the traveller is astonished •at the descent before him, which exhiints a very beautiful 
and extensive scene, with London to the right, flu* Thames winding through Uie 
vale, and to the left tlieViver Mcdl^ay. Ml\ Young, in his Southern Tour, gives us 
the following animated dgseription^ “ Pn the summit of a vast hill, one of the most 
astonisluMg prospects to be beheld, Ijreaks out almost at once upon one of the dark 
lanes. Such a prodigious valley, everywhere painted with the finest vtrdure, and 
intersected with ni*mberless hedges aiul woods, appears beneath you, that it is ]tiist 
description; the Thames wdndin^ through iU?full of ships, and bounded by the b'llls 
of Kent Nothing can exceed it, iviless that which Hannibal f?xliibited to liis»dis- 
consolate trt)ops, wdien he bade them beltold the glories of tke Juiiian plains ! If 
ever a turnpike road jhould lead through this country, 1 beg you will go and vi^w ^ 


SiU-ntTy 
;ini] Vifws 


IfilU 



HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


Canals and 

Naviga' 

tioiiK. 


this enchanting scene, though a journey of forty miles is necessary for it. I never 
hchclcf anything equal to it in the West of England, that region of landscape ! ” This 
turnpike road is not now wanting to augment the pleasure of the traveller who 
may be inclined to gratify a laudable curiosity, and feel the emotions ap- 
proaching to sublimity, which swell the heart when contemplating scenes of immense 
extent. 

The view from Danbury is also extensive and interesting in a high degree ; and 
the town of Maldon is picturesquely situated on an eminence. 

The elevated ground at Purfieet, formed by a chalk-clilf projecting to the 'Phames, 
exhibits before us a prospect full of business, shipping and animation, agreeably 
diversified by a mixture of rural scenery. 

At Southend the river is five miles in width, and the high lands of Sheppy are 
seen beyond, and the lower coast of Kent; and opposite is the mouth of the Medway. 
At high water, when many great ships arc at anchor, and their sw^elling sails 
are seen in every direction, the vicSv from the cliff on which the terrace is built is 
strikingly beautiful. 

From the mouth of the Thames, which may be fixed at the Nore, betweeen Leigh 
in Essex and Sheerness in Kent, the shore of Essex receding, turns abruptly to 
face the east, indented by the bays formed by the Crouch, the Blackwater, and the 
Colne. It then inclines rather southward, but resumes its eastward direction to its 
union with Suffolk, where the estuaries of the Stour and Orwell form their gulf 
around the port of Harwich. 

On the banks of the river Stour, from Harwich to Shoebury, a varied prospect 
presents itself, rich in scenes of cultivation on the rising hills, in every direction ; 
towiTis, villages, farms and rural dwellings forming a highly pleasing landscape. 

In a -county which may with propriety be called maritime, it could not be expected 
mucb occasion would be found for canals ; yet some works of this kind have been 
constructed, communicating ^vith the metropolis, and considerable river-navigations 
have been formed, which have been higrdy beneficial to tt'ade and commerce. The 
lisdon is navigable to Ilford Bridge; a canal navigation is formed between the 
Thames, the Stort, and the Levi; the Stour is naVigable to Sudbury; the Croucl>is 
about a mile in breadth near Burnham, and alargft vessel ir^y go up to Hull Bridge. 
The great estuary of the Blackw^ater extends twelve miles into the country, and is 
made navigtible to ("hclmsford. 

Canals from Maldon to Braintree, and fn.m Cohdiester to Halstead, have been 
proposed; and also from Lynn by Norwkdi, to pass through the counties of Norfolk, 
SufRdk and Essex, to London ; a communication has also been intended between 
Cambridge and**Bishftp s Stortford, and this project, it is believed, will be ultimately 
successful. • • 
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The !iatural divisions of this district are into continent and islands, the latter more Natural 
considerable in number than extent; they border partly on the German Ocean and 
partly on the river Thames. Of these, the island of Mersey, or Mersea, is the most 
valuable ; it lies between the river Colne and the Blackwater, about ton miles south of 
Colchester. It measures about five miles from east to west, and two from north to 
south. In the hundred of llochford, arc. Foulness, Wallasey, Potten, Havengore, 
and New England, contiguous to each others to the east and south-east of these is 
the German (deean ; to the west, part of the hundred of •llochford ; and llochford 
t'ow.n is distant about five miles. Canvey Jsle is toward the south-west, near the 
mouth of the Thames, and surrounded by branches of that river The great 
divisions of the county, called hundreds^ are fourteen ; beside wdiich, there are five 
large portions* called half-hundreds, and the ro}^! liberty of Havering. The sid)- 
divisions, called parishes, are 4^)0 in number, including the Sixteen of Colchester. 

There are twenty-five towns in Essex, usually ciilled market towns, yet several of 
these arc small and of little importiince. 

Those who iirc inclined to speak with complacency of the general characteristics (;,.,„.rai 
of this county, may boast that its oven surface, if it give it a less varied and pictu- 
residue appearance, yet secures it from some of the defects of other parts ol‘ the 
country, where a rapid succession of hills and vales proves highly incommodious. 

This district is neither composed of light sand, which the wind may disperse, nor 
does it present the .dreary aspect of barren rocks and mountains; neither is its 
surface a dead level, but agreeably diversified witl) moderately rising ground and 
fruitful vales ; hence it is, with suitable materials, well adapted to tlic Ibrmatioii of 
good roads ; and these advantages have Beeft so well improved, that it may safely 
be asserted no better roads arc to be found in England. They are particul^ji-ly 
excellent throughout Veudring hundred, and iivcomparably so in that of Dengey,^ in 
which the unwearied exertions of the celebrated cultivator and rural economist, the 
Rev. Bate Dudley, laid tlie substantial foundatioli *of their ])rcsent sii})erior ex 
cellcnce. 

I'his county is in general abundajitly ^supplied* with water, yet complaints have vwjis .„m 
been made that none is to be fotind but •of a bad cpiality in«the district called the ^ 

Hundreds, or in llocbfin^l and Dwigey, or near the banks of the 'riiamcs ; and that 
to the islands, in general, all the waXer for domestic uses and for the cattle must 
be brought^ from a considerable distjfnce. 4 o this circumstance,* and t# ixn-nicious 
exhalations arising from the stagnant marshes, are attributed, chieily, the causes of jhe 
unhealthiness* of tliesc places. And it is sAaW by Mr. Vancouver, that ‘Mrom^he 
situation, general structure, and matwials of the islands, they can atford no springs 
of water.” *The same remark has also been applied to the embanked marshes in 
general, and it* is certain that springs are rarely found in such situations ; yet Ji)v , 
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persevering attempts some persons have found a supply of water under very unfavourable 
circumstances. The Rev. Mr. Nottidge succeeded in procuring an abundant supply 
of good water at the depth of 500 feet ; and in the parish of Lachlngdon the same 
purpose was atUiined by a well of 300 feet. 

The learned Derham, while resident at Upminster, made the following observa- 
tions relative chiefly to the springs of Essex : — 

“ Tliat springs have their origin fi'oin the sea, and not from rains or vapours, 
among many otlicr strong reasons, I conclude from the i)erennity of divers ^springs, 
which always aflbrd the same quantity of water. Of this sort there are many to be 
found everywhere ; but I shall, for an instance, single out one in the parish of Up- 
miustcr, where I live, as being very proper for my purpose, and one that I have had 
opportunity of making remarks iipOn for above twenty years. This in the greatest 
droughts is little^ if ‘/it all diminished, although the ponds all over the country, and 
an adjoining 'brook, have been dried up for many months together; and in the 
wettest seasons I have not observed any increment of its stream. Now, if this 
spring had its origin from rain and vapours, there would be an increase and decrease 
of the one as there should happen to be of the other ; as actually it is in such tem- 
porary springs as have undoubtedly their source from rain and vapours. Besides 
this, another considerable thing in the Uj)minster spring (and thousands of others) is, 
tliat it breaks out of so inconsiderable an hillock, or eminence of ground, that can 
have no more influence in the condensation of the vapours, or, stopping the clouds, 
than the lower lands about it liave. By some critical observations I made with a 
very nice barometer, I found that niy house sbinds between eighty and ninety feet 
higher than the low-jvater mark in the river Thames nearest this place ; and that 
parji of the river being scarcely thirty miles from the sea, I guess that* we cannot be 
much above 100 feet above the sea.. The springs I judge nearly level with, or but 
little higlicr, than wliere my house stands ; and the lands from wlience it immediately 
issues, I guess, about fifteen or twenty feet higher than the spring : and the lands 
above that of no very I'cmarkablc height. * And indeed, hyuctual measure, one of the 
highest hills I have met with in Essex, is but 3G3 feet high, (sec Phil. Trans. 
No. 313, p. IG.), and I guess, by some Very lati experiments, that neither that nor 
any other land in Essex is more than 400, feett above tl^i sea. Now, what is so 
inconsiderable a rise of land to a perennial cQndensation of vapours, fit lit maintain 
even so'incvmsidcrable a foiintiiin as that I Have mentioned is? or indeed J,hc high 
lands of the whole, large county of Essex, to '(.he maintaining of all its fountains and 

I - • 

rivulets ? 

“**I am told hy persons conversant in iliggmg wens in tne county oi CiSsc^ where 
I live, that the 'surest beds in which they find water, are gravel and hoarse dark- 
coioured sand, which beds seldom fail to yield plenty of sweet water ; but for clay, 
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they never find water therein if it be a strong stiff clay, but if it be lax and sandy, 
sometimes springs are found in it, yet so weak that they will scarcely serve tlie use 
of the smallest family. And sometimes they meet with those beds lying next under 
a loose black mould (which, by description, I judge to be a sort of oaze, or to have 
the i*esemblancc of an ancient rushy ground), and in that case the water is always 
exceedingly bad. And lastly, another sort of bed they find in Essex, in the 
clayey lands) particularly that part called the Rodings, which yields plenty of sweet 
water ; and tRat is a bed of white earth, as though made of chalk and white sand. 

This they find after they have dug through forty or more feet of clay ; and it is 
tender and moist that it will not lie upon the spade, but they iu*e forced to throw it 
into the bucket with bowls ; but when it comes up into the air, it soon becomes a 
hard white stone. 

“ Upon inquiriug of some skilful workmen, whose business it is to sink wells, 
wdicther tliey had ever met with the like case, they told me they had met with it in 
Essex, where, after they had dug to fifty feet depth, the man in the well observed the 
clayey bottom to swell, and begin to send out w^ater ; and stamping with his foot to 
sto]) its progress, he made way for a stream so powerful, that before he could get 
into the bucket it rose above his w^aist, and soon ascended to sevejiteen feet in 
height, and there stayed ; and although they often with great labom* endeavoured 
to empty the well in order to finish their w'ork, yet they could never do it, but were 
forced to leave it as was.” — Dcrham\s Phi/s. T/woL vol. i. 

The extraordinary success which has attended the new mode of forming artificial Uorinii 
springs by boring holes in the earth, tejids^ strongly to confirm the reasoning of 
Mr. Derham ^oii this subject. It is not to be doubted tliat *1110 modes by which 
natural s])rings are ft^'med, in dilferent parts the world, arc varied, as the fiat* 
of the ejirth varies ; and it is not e&sy to condbive how pi*rennial ' springs of w’ater 
can be produced in« flat country like some parts of J^^sex, but by filtration through 
sand beds communicating with the lower parts of the sea, or the beds of deep rivers. 

Be this as it may, the new mode of boring for spi^ings is generally successful, and 
found of great utility in this coui^y. Tlfj| expense is not near so much as wells 
and pumps, and in supplying a constant stream, is found far more convenient. In 
Chelmsford and the neigMiourhood^ there are said to be about forty of these springs, 
in which Tile water is raised from a <Ij}>th of fi-om two to three hundred feet; and 
in situatfonsi where wells had formerly been sunk to the depth of Ironi three to five 
hundred feet, this l^ode of supplying \vater hgm also succeeded. In Wallasi*y, iJul 
some other ofHhc islands, springs have also been formed by boring to a very con- 
siderable degth. 

Fuel in this country consisted formerly almost entirely of wood; but the quantity Tm i. 
of coal used has*coiith)ued to increase, and the price of w'ood has advanced nearly 
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ill the proportion of three to one during the last fifty years. Formerly, wood was 
the only fuel of the poor, but gentlemen and tradespeople always used both wood and 
coals. At present, coal is every where gaining upon wood among almost all classes. 
This is attributable in some degree to the lower rate of carriage by canals, especially 
since the opening of the navigation between Chelmsford and Maldon. 

'File woollen manufacture was formerly of some importance here, but has continued 
to decline, and is exceedingly diminished. Some silk manufactures of diflTerent kinds 
are carried on in several towns toward the metropolis, and the bag and backing manu- 
factures arc always in a tolerable state. At Gosficld a straw-plait manufacture has been 
introduced by the Marquis and Marchioness of Buckingham, which fully answers the 
benevolent purpose of contributing to the comfortable subsistence of the poor. 

In lh(? soil every species of loam, from the mildest to the most stubborn, is found; 
nor is the county without a portion of light gravelly land, or a good share of meadow 
and marsh ground, the greatest part of which, under good management, is found to 
be very productive. 

Mr. V^incouver has divided the whole into fourteen districts, each distinguished 
by a peculiarity of soil; hut Mr. Young, in the Agricultural Survey, not considering 
these divisions to be marked with sufficient accuracy, has reduced the whole into 
eight districts'. — 

1. The crop and fallow district of strong loam, including the Uodings. 

2. The maritime district of fertile loam. 

4, and 5. 'I'hree districts of strong loam, not peculiar in management. 

(i. 'Fhe turnip land district. 

7. The chalk district. 

b. The district of miscellaneous loams. 

'Of these districts, the first is a strong, wet, heavy, reddish, or brown loam, upon 
a whitish clay marl bottom ; it .yields very little without hollow draining and good 
management. The lUndard husbandry is, first fallow, second wheat, third fallow, fourth 
barley; this course is called crop and fallow, and is universally found to succeed 
best in this district, which extends ovet* the greater part of the hundred of Dun- 
mow, including the parishes called the Rodings. It is a hilly district, in which 
the surface loam in the vales is dryer and better than on fhe hills ; but the general 
feature is a wet loam on a clay infirl bottom. ;^'*The kind locally called refMand is of 
a very inferior (piality. 

"The district No. 2 exhibits tlic cliaractefistics, of a very ri^fi loam, similar to 
what is found in Norfolk and several maritime counties, but nowherC' except on the* 
sea coast, or bordering rivers: commencing at Bradfield and Manningtree, it follows 
the coast, including Mersey Island, and surrounding the Blackwatcr; it resembles 
tlic dry loams of Flanders. 
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The same fine impalpable loams are found at Oakley, heavy and strong, but rich . Soil, 
at Maldon and Goldanger, fields close to the sea wall are of an excellent quality, 
and the crops alfundant. 

Generally to the south of Maldon is strong land ; to the north, light turnip loam ; 
and the marshes hereabouts not good grazing land. The far greatejst part of the 
ground from Langdoii to Goldanger (called the flat) is arable. 

Immediatgly below the town and hill •of Maldon is an extensive tract of 
marshes ; thege arc of an inferior soil ; yet they are better than those of the northern 
sliore. Mersey Island is distinguished by a sandy loam, very rich and fertile. 

The land joining the marshes is frequently a light sandy soil. The land of 
Foulness Island is the richest in the county, and the other islands are generally of 
a similar descr^tion, as well as the low lands of thb coast in general. 

The 3d, 4th, and 5th districts are the strong wet lands, and arc partly in the 
north-west divisioA of tlie county, from Wethersfield to Hempstead, and about 
lledingdam, Haverhill, Clare, Rolchanip Walter, •Ycldam, and Tottersfield. Much 
of this land is very wet and stiff, interspersed with some of a dryer and superior 
description. Wigboroiigh, Pcldon, and a few other adjoining places have strong soil; 
and Layer de la Hayc is, at least a third of it, a fine light turnip land. Another 
division of this description of soil is at Dengey, Rockford, and from Jfanningfield, 
on the western extremity, to Southminster, on the eastern; and from near Maldon to 
Pitsoy; also, at Latchingdon and Snoruiii; Hockley, in Rochford hundred; 
Raleigh, lladlcigh, Thurulerslcy, and Pitscy; and from Billericay, by RainsdiMi 
and Downham, to Wickford. 

The district, No. G, includes Uic dry country surrounding Colchester, which is 
perfectly well adapted to turnip culture ; it extends east and west from Stanway ito. 
the Bromleys, and north and south,, from Mistley to Fingringhoc. An additional 
tract of similar soil extends towarils Bures; and parts of Copdock, Stanway, and 
Lexden, arc also a loamy sand on a gravelly bottom.* Vhe land, about Beercliurch, 
Manningtrcc, Ardleigh, ami Lawford, is of ’this description of’soil. 

The chalk district, No. 7, is in the nortb-west corner of the county, at ElmdoA 
and^Strethall, and at llejdon and C?i-ishal Gf*anges; at •which latter places a stratum 
of gravel occurs: the wholg of these^iustbe considered as a continuation of the chalk 
districts of ^lertfordshire and Cam brid^s^^sl lire. 

From within a mile of Walden, the ^lalk stratum extends by Aufllcy-Elid lo the 
hills of Littlefniry, a«id beyond the Chestewfords ; and about Audley-End the hills arj 
all chalk. On thes^ fiills the sdil is thin,» and will only support forest trees in 
particular- places; the cultivators, therefore, are careful not to plough too deep; 
and they hav^a proverb — Good Elm, ^ood Earley : good Oak^ good Wheat, 

The 8th district includes the greater part of the internal and main body of the* 
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county, which is so intermixed with a variety of loams, that no separation can with 
propriety be made. At Foxhearth, Leiston, and Borely there is much sand; at 
Lamarsh some very rich sandy loam ; a fine white sandy loam also tccurs at Bulmer 
and Belchanip Waiter. At the Hedinghanis and Halstead, rich vales under hops ; 
at Markshall,^ and some other places, strong clays; at Wickham Bishop sound sandy 
loams; around Chelmsford very good turnip land. From Thorndon to the Thames 
district, heavy and wet. The potatoe district, near London, is, in a great measure, 
of artificial formation; arid in the broad space from Hanningfield to Wi|ltham Abbey, 
every sort of soil is to be met with. 

The Essex coast, as it borders both the Thames and the Sea, is protected by an 
embankment, except at Harwich, South. End, and Purflcct; and these exceptions 
are of trifling extent. These wdrks are generally old; yet there a few instances 
where the sea has retired, and the ground gained in tliose places is protected. 
However, on the south coast 'of Tendring hundred, no such acquisitions have been 
made ; and the inhabitants arc apprehensive that the sea has a stroitg disposition to 
resume some of its former encroachments. 

In Foulness, and the neighbouring islands, regular steps of ascending planes are 
distinctly to be traced from the first embankments ; rising in richness and in height 
to the present Saltings. These are still open to the sea, and liable to a slight 
overflow'ing from the top of the spring tides ; and as every tide makes an increase in 
their height, by depositing its sediment, and the annual process of the growth and 
decay of vegetables also adds to the soil, these marshes in a few years will be raised 
to the highest level of the tides, and* thus, without the industry of man, will the sea 
be made to retire further from the cultivated enclosures. 

,/rhe farmers of Essex are reckoned among the best in the kingdom*; and the land 
it^ of f. superior kind, with a diversity of soil requiring different modes of treattnent. 
'Fhc principal productions are wheat, barley, oats, beans, pease, turnips, tares, 
rape, mustard, rye-grass, amV trefoil. Many acres arc also ’ devoted to the cul- 
tivation of hops, CiaVaway, coriander, teazel, and various other plants. In the 
course of crops, and mode of preparation, great diversity prevails in the culture of 
wheat : on some li.nds this is not fourtJ so goAd a crop after beans as after clover ; 
hut gciKTally it is found good after beans whiclj have been fallowed for. Excellent 
crops are got after two well-hoed crops of l/eans, and superior to that jifter fallow. 
The laud w'ell-«iresscd after tares is a sure }>iO]>aration fora good wlicat crop on most 
Linds. In some others, late-sown crops of \}'hcat after beans are^ attacked liy mildew. 
Drilling and dibbling are modes considerably practised, but Ibuftd highly mischievous 
in w^et lands ; transplanting of wheat has also been practised, but not extensively. 
The finest w'keat crops arc those sown in September, and the earliest sown are tlic best. 
• Late sown crops arc subject to mildew ; yet, on dry turnip soils,, some have found 
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October the best time for sowing. The average produce is 24{ bushels per acre. iMod« i.f 
The preparation for barley upon strong lands is a fallow; and upon dry lands, turnips. 

This” (says Mr. Young) “ is the uniform management of the county. Beans, 
pease, and tares are soiiietiines prei^ratory to it; but no where the standard 
management. For one acre of wheat put in on a fallow, there are fifty ^of barley and 
oats ; and I must remark that this is a very capital feature of merit. It was not thus 
formerly, for wheat on fallows was general ; Aut the enlightened cultivators of Essex 
have completely convinced themselves that wheat on •fallows was barbarous 
management.” The time of sowing barley is from January to May; the most 
common time is March, wliicli, on account of the uncertainty of the weather, is 
safest. The broad-cast sowing is generaJly preferred to drilling. The produce of 
barley is, on m\ average, bushels per acre. * The culture of oats is much the 
same as barley. The custom of making this grain an after, or* as it is called here, 
an etch crop, is uitiversally reprobated, and rarely pmetised. I)rilling*is frequently 
adopted for this grain ; and the time of sowing a!& early as possible, on a spring 
ploughed fallow. The average produce is bushels per acre. Beans and pease arc 
of great importance to the Essex farmer, and no land in England is better ada 2 )tcd to 
their growtii. The crops alternate with fallow barley or wheat, on land properly 
prepared. They never plant beans without mucking. Tlicy dibble, Windsors in 
rows eighteen inches by ten ; or they dibble three rows on two-bout ridges, seven 
inches from hole to hole, jmtting two or three beans in a hole. Drilling is much 
practised, and hoeing is indispensable. The average produce of beans is 21 bushels 
per acre. Pease are usually drilled at twelve •inchc‘S, The hoc is diligently used 
in the culture of the pea; the average prdduCe 20,1 bushels pei; acre. , Turnips are 
largely cultivated, in which the drill husbandry ig preferred. The sea air is fouml 
to preserve them frofti the mildew;; and Mr^ Kitcher, of Burnham, finds that 
steeping the seed in a mixture of water and black brimstone the night before sowing, 
and sowing as soon as dry, always prevents the Ayr In almost every part of the 
county there is a portion o£ cabbages cultivated; yet we^ seldonf see a large field of 
this useful vegetable. Potatoes Jire largejy cultivated for the liondon market ift 
those parts nearest its vicinity. Aif extract •from a letter addressed to Mr. Young, 
from Mark Hall, by M.^Burgoyn^*, Esq, conveys imi^ortant information on the 
rural economy of the county : “ I reac^ly give you this sketch of my farm, and a 
few remarks on the agriculture of this part of the country. I am «)rry t(J obVierve, 
that your c 0 rres 2 )qpdcnts have one ^ncral defect; they report their brilliaiK 
successes, but not a word of their failures. I hiive farmed, more or less, above thirty 
years, generally in rather an extensive, way ; but have always found myself actuatt^d 
by a fondnesa ibr cxi^eriment, and an anxiety for discovery. In *this pursuit I have 
too often met wi{h disappointment. The result of all agricultural experiments 
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depends so much on weather, and other subordinate circumstances, that I have oflon 
had tlie mortification to discover, that what may be right in one season may be 
wrong in another. Tfie life of man is almost too short to enable U/s to decide. At 
pre.seni, I occupy about 300 acres of arable, and SOO of pasture. The greatest part 
f>f my farm was originally good land, and is become much better by improvement. 
(-)f the arable, about two-tliirds may be called a heavy loam, and requires hollow- 
ditching, which you know we do in Essex to perfection. Forty acres of this land 
being almost covered witjli meadow crowfoot, I was tempted to break it up in 1 801 ; 
.since whicli time, owing to my not paring and burning, I have lost every thing. 
Tlie wire worm, not content with his ravages on my oats tlic first year, attacked my 
pease and oats tlic second, whilst it was not in the power of my horsc-hoc, in the last 
summer, to keep clean that part *of the land which was sown with beans ; in con- 
sequence of which, I am reduced to what you rtqirobate so much — a complete 
summer fallow. You will start when I tell you, that of my 3(K) acres, 1 have ninety 
acres of fallow, about half of whicti only is intended for turnips and cabbages. You 
will start more when I tell you, that 1 ought to have fallowed twenty acres more. Say 
I am a bad farmer, but you will not deny tliat 1 am a candid correspondent. Fallows, 
perhaps, may not be necessary so often as our leases require; but I liave just as much 
expectation of finding the philosopher’s stone, as of discovering a mode of fanning 
witliout fallows. The conmion Essex spring-plough, made at Billericay, by Darke, 
is, 1 think, the plough best adapted to our soil. 1 have one of these much improved 
and strengthened by that ingenious agricultural mechanic,' Mr. Mark Duckett, 
whose various implements have afforded more benefit to agriculturists than tn 
himself. I shall h/ive much pleasure in showing you the different tools contrived 
.b] him, at my ploughing competition, where, on theJ37tliand .‘iHtli of .June, 1 shall 
ly.' much disappointed if I do not sec you. 1 shall he glad show you tlie drilling 
and horse-hoeing performed by them. 1 would, however, strongly recommend the 
utmost caution in the use of ’the latter. Last year I persevered too late in the use 
of the liorse-hop, aitil have reason to diink that 1 injurq(l my crjips. In very light 
soils less caution is nccessury but in those which are inclined to become stiff and 
hard, tlie time should lie Uiken wlien Abe soil is in a proper state. I am making 
several experiments on the distances of the drills, and cannot help entertaining some 
fund hopes that the produce will be in fevour of the eighteen inches over the nine. 
Ijast yeai I clearly ascertained that |)oint ori a rood of barley, where iT was one in 
ten in favour of the eighteen inches. I find much advantage from lioikse-hooing my 
red clover; it not only becomes stronger, but is ^equally prodqftive the second year. 
1 'grow large quantities of tares, and have a difficulty in saying, 'Whether they arc 
more beneficial in*thcir produce, or by’ their effects on the succeeding ^rops. ff my 
.land be tolerably clean, I have a crop of tares before my turnips, and often before 
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my wheats One of the first things in the management of a farm is a clue attention to 
manures^ and very few farm-yards are wxll adapted to this object. To remedy 
the bad situation •of mine, I have cesspools on different levels, which receive all the 
dung- water. I have a small movable pump, which 1 empty into a water-cart ; and 
in case this should be neglected, 1 have pipes which convey this dung-water on a 
meadow. Having a mixture of heavy and light land, I carry my heavy on my light 
soil, and my light on my heavy. 1 generally#burn my headlands and all my rubbish 
earth, and light weeds, &c.; and find much advantage from their ashes. 1 have a 
large flocTc of Southdown sheep, which have very much contributed to the improve- 
ment of my land. I am not one of those enlightened farmers who have given uj) tlie 
folding their sheep; in the sharp winter u^pather they have a littered fold, and are 
protected from the cold winds ; at other times of the year, except when the* lambs are 
small, they are folded in the common mode. One of the greatest drawbacks to us 
farmers is, the extravagant expense of horses, who oat up a very constderahle part 
of the produce of the farm ; this has driven me haick to oxen, wdiich 1 used about 
twenty years ago, and relinquished them. One reason of my so doing w'as, that iny 
enclosures were small, and that 1 had no rough meadow or pasture to turn the oxen 
into. The case now is, that my inclosurcs aie large, and I have good and convenient 
meadows to turn the bullocks into. Whoever attempts to work and feed bullocks 
like horses, will find himself disappointed ; but if he wdshes to work the animal which 
is gradually increasing in value, instead of that which is rapidly becoming loss 
valuable; if he prefers? the animal w'hich can be supported at an expense of four 
shillings per week, to that which will cost himdtwelvc; if he prefers giving twenty 
guiiK'as for this animal in an improving sUite, paying forty for one that is sure to 
decrease in vahic, besides being subject to many more accidents — I would rccominei^l 

to him the use of oxen ;• and if he calculates on half the work done by horses, he wiU 

• • 

be a gainer. The drill is used by no person in this neighbourhood but myself. 1 
have always had sonife broad-cast, but have constantly found the superiority of the 
drill; thougli there arc seasons when, on our.\vet lands, the <lr»ll should stop. On 
light lands any fool can drill ; but a good deal of pre))aration and management i:* 
necessary on a heavy soil. 1 prefer Mr. \)ucketfs .and Mr. jL'ook’s drills: tlie 
fornfer on a light soil, and the latter on a heavy one. Neither of these go sullicientl} 
deep into a stiff clover-ley ;*tliey may both of them be improved. Duckett’s lioesare 
admir.ahle. 'Cook’s scarifying harrow an excellent implement. , My tfira*>liiiig 
machine w.as made by Ball, of Norwich, whicli answers completely in thrasliing all 
sorts of gnain; and* J[))fc fixing MlDougafs ^chaff-cutter and corn-bruiser, I have 
experienced the •greatest advantJtge. I can with ease tlirash two bushels of chaff' «ii 
a minute ; and grind a bushel of malt, or brutse one of corn, in five myiutcs.^ This 
expeditious mode of cutting chaff’ is of the greatest use, as 1 give no wdiolc hay, but. 
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cut it all into chaff." Mr. Wakefield, of Burnham, has been peculiarly unfortunate 
in his endeavours to procure a good thrashing-mill. Mr. Parsmore, of Doncaster, 
erected one for him, which cost £^0, and fell in pieces soon after it began to be 
used; and though he was at an enormous expense, it never answered the pur- 
pose. Among the numerous workmen who undertook to repair this machine was 
a Mr. Muir^ from Scotland; but before he had completed his undertaking, he 
caught an ague, and returned home. ]VIr. Wakefield has seen a great number of 
machines since, but never one so good as to do away his objections to a farther 
expcM'iment. He thinks, if the dressing machine does not work at the same time, 
the dressing after thrashing will be too expensive. Relative to the straw, he has 
an objection to the whole business: the^delivery of so much straw at once, to be 
trampled by cattle, instead of being eaten, he conceives to be a losing system. lie 
also has several other weighty objections. 

Geological writers have distinguished the district, which includes this county, as 
that ill which the superior strata rest upon chalk. 

The earliest published account, which conveys any distinct information of these 
sti-ata, is a series of papers by Mr. Middleton, on the mineral strata of Great 
Britain, inserted in the Monthly Magazine for October, 1812, and following 
months. He enumerates the beds above the chalk in the following order; 1. Vege- 
table mould', 2 and 3, brick-earth, shells, sand, and gi’avel, (denominated 
“ the upper marine formation," by the authors of the Outlines of the Geology 
of England and Wales); 4, London clay; 5, shells, pebbles^, sand, and pij>e-clay, 
contaiiiiiig wood-coal occasionally, and resting on the white sand which covers the 
chalk. This last stratum has been denominated the plastic clay formation.” 

^Mr. Webster has since published, in a more scientific form, an .account of the 
altcrivition of the fresh-water formations with those of marine origin, thus establishing 
the perfect analogy of the French and English series. The coincident discoveries 
of these gentlemen are highly important, and it is known that they were jxirfectly 
unacquainted with each other’s researches. 

Subsequently, Mr. Buckland has completed the history of the lower members 
of these formations^! but we still reinaip witbouj any particular memoir on the upper 
members as they appear in Suffolk, and round Bagsliot; Mr. Warburton, however, 
is understood to be engaged in supplying this deficiency. * 

Tl^c series of the “ strata above chalk}^ consist of various beds or sand, clay, 
marie, and imperfectly consolidated limestone. They are found to oecupy two 
extensive tracts, each circumscribed (by the hillf^ of chalk formation, except where 
the line of sea-coast traverses their areas and concealb their continuation. 

The# chalk formations, dipping om all sides, though generally at a scarcely 
perceptible angle beneath these strata, form, when viewed on a large scale, concave 
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areaB, which have been denominated basins ; but it must not be inferred from this 
term, that the chalky edge of the basin can be traced completely round, since the 
interference of the line of coast prevents this. The most northerly of these basins 
has been called the London Basin,” from its including the metropolis. It being I’usmI 
observed, that, nearly in tlic middle of the series, a very thick bed, or ratlier 
formation of clay, occurs, marked by peculiar fossils, it was judged expedient to 
form a division of the whole into two portions, the first containing, — 1, the upper 
marine formations, and 2, the fresh-water formations ; the •second general division 
containing, — 1, London cky, and 2^ plastic clay. 

The London clay forms the substratum of the metropolis ; and the beds above 
this are remarkably distinguished by the agreement of the greater part of tlie shells 
they contain with those still existing in the adjneent seas ; three-fourths of the 
fossils exhibiting this agreement, while scarcely one-fourth of those in the London 
clay, and still fewerin the lower strata, can be referred to such originals.* Moreover, 
it is in this upper part of the series in tlie Isle of»Wiglit, that tliat most important 
phenomenon, the alternation of beds containing tlie sliells peculiar to frcsli water, 
with those of marine origin, occurs : and as a further proof of the propriety of 
the division adopted, it deserves attention, that in this isle, some great convulsion 
in the bowels of the earth has elevated the chalk into a vertical position, and at th<? 
same time the London clay has been similarly aflected ; while the upper strata are 
placed horizontally over these, and have been undisturbed, which clearly indicates 
that an interval elapsed between the tw'o formations. 

Strata distinct in character from the Londoit clay, and reposing on it, may be 
traced in separate tracts within the London* basin, observable on the coast of 
Suffolk, and in Essex, and forming the substratum of Bagshot-Heatli, and othgr 
adjoining tracts of siiiiikir character : this last is found to be of a character strictly 
analogous to the upper marine formation in tlie clialk-basin of Paris. 

The Crag of SulWlk is a stratum of sand or gravel, Which lias obtained tlie local 
appellation of crag. At tljje point of land .called Walton-Nasie, "in Essex, about 
1(> miles south-east from Colchester, the Suffolk enfg constitutes about 30 feet of 
tlie upj)cr part of the cliff', the low«r 15 fecg; being of^the Lorufon clay. It there 
consists of sand and gravel, enclosing shells, and the same characters prevail also 
beyond the Nase in the "projecting cliff' of Harwich; but there it also includes 
friable masses of ferruginous sand, scfuc of them cemented tog(;}.lier, gnd, also 
enclosing Shells. The same occurs again on the Suffolk side of the river Stour. 

[GeoL Trans, vol. i. 4>.<hi7.) In Jiotli these instances the sand and gravel, and 
organic remainsf enclosed in tlfeiii, often exhibit tints which bespeak a considerahje 
impregnation ^f iron. Among the organic •remains which liavc^ been^ eiiuifterated 
as belonging to these beds, many agree with those in the upper marine I’ormatioii^ 
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in the Paris basin. {QeoL Tram. vol. ii. p. 218.) The shells are found in an 
excellent state of preservation, and though generally in a confused mixture, are 
sometimes so disposed, that patches of particular genera and species appear, as 
is the case with the small pccten^ the mactrie, and the left-turned whelk. Like 
fossils of must other strata, this assemblage of shells manifests a peculiar distinctive 
character. A few shells only, which may be placed among those supposed to be lost, 
or among those which are inhabitants of distant seas, are here discoverable; the 
greater number not appearing to differ specifically (as far as their altered state will 
allow of determining) from the recent shells of the neighbouring seas. Among those 
of which no recent analogy is known, a]>pears to be the terebratula^ figured in Dale’s 
History of Harwich, and described in Fhil. Trans. No. 291, p. 1578. This slicll 
is, in general, about an inch and a half long, thick, nearly oval, • roughly striated 
transversely, and hus its large foramen defined by a distinct border. It appears to 
dirti-T from every known recent or foreign terebratula. Another -of the probably lost 
shells of this stratum is the fossil oyster, figured in Organ. Hem., vol. iii. pi. 14, fig. 3, 
and w'hich is there considered to be the same as that which is described by Lamarck 
as ostrea d^rformis; also the volute {Org, vol. iii, pi. 5, fig. 13) and tlic Essex 

reversed whelky^ as it has been termed, murex contrarius (Linn. Hist. Conch, of' 
Lister, tab. 920, fig. 44, b, c) are here very abundant; but the fossil shell, with the 
whirls in the ordinary direction, is sometimes also found in this stratum. Among 
the recent shells, the resemblance of wdiich to the fossil ones of this stratum may 
render a comparison by an experienced conchologist necessary, may be enumerated, 
patella angarcia, patella militarifi, jtatella sinetisis {calyptrea. Lain.), patella 
flssura (timurginula, Lam.), one or twoc species of patella with a perforation in the 
apex, {fissurella, Lam.), nerita glaucina, nerita canrena, (nauticq,, Lam.), turbo 
terebya {iurrittella, Lam.), niurex comeus, murex evinacus, strombus 
pelicani, cypra*a pediculus with no sulcus along the back, pholas cmpatiis in 
fragments, solen ensis, anil, ssolen siliqua in fragments, cai/^ium edule, cardiinn 
aculeatwn, bofirhig^tlic size and form pf this shell, but having from 34 to 3G ribs, 
with no depressed line down* the middle, nor vestiges of spines, mactra solida, 
Venus exoleta, Venus Scotica, {vener^kardia senilis, I^am.), area glycemeris, area 
nucleus. Besides these remains of marine animals, the fossil hollow tubercles, 
having lost the spines, of the thomback arc here fouhd ; also, fragments of the 
fossil pafaie (scopola littoralis of Llwydd), jind fossil remains of sponge find alcyonia, 
particularly a very fair specimen of the reticulated alcyonium (fh'g^ Rem. vol. ii. 
*|)1. 9, fig. 9.) Ill this bed, and among the grgvel and the^siiclls, are freciuently 


* Of this Liniri^UB enumerates about G0*spccics; but that which has been nainc^ the Essex reversed 

whelk is not aiiioiigiit them ; iior has it ever been tbuiid, except in a fossil state. 
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found fragments of fossil honeSf which possess some striking peculiarities ; they arc 
seldom more than half an inch in thickness, two inches in width, and twelve in 
length; always hHving this flat form, and generally marked with small dents or 
depressions. Their colour, which is brown, light or dark, and sometimes inclining 
to a greenish tint, is evidently derived from an impregnation with iron. By this 
impregnation, they have also received a great increase of weight and solidity ; from 
having been rolled, they have acquired considerable polish ; and on being struck by 
any hard body^ they give a shrill ringing sound. These fragments, washed out of 
the stratum in which they have been imbedded, are found on the beach at Walton, 
but occur in much greater quantities at Harwich. To what animal these bones 
belonged, is not known ; but a large fossil toothy probably of the Mammoth, was 
found within tlie last few years on the beach at^ Harwich . — GeoL Trans, vol, i. 
p. 327—336. 

The extent of thisrbed has not yet been completely ascertained. The nearest point 
to the metropolis at which it is seen is Walton-Naae, in Essex, where it is exposed 
on the cliff for 300 paces in length ; it caps the cliff on both sides of Harwich. 
Quarries of it are worked on the southern bank of the River Orwell ; and near 
Southwold it is visible in the cliff) together with sand and red loam, covering the 
London clay. From shells found on digging through Suffolk, and a great part of 
Norfolk, it appears to extend over a tract of at least forty miles in length. {Geol. 
Trans, vol. i. p. 377 — 529.) The country formed by this bed is extremely flat; its 
surface may be considered as rarely exceeding fifty or sixty feet above the level of 
the sea. It is about tliirty feet thick, and its poidtion is very nearly horizontal. 

The agricultural character of this formation is ascertained by a reference to a large 
tract in the adjoining county of Suffolk, where it constitutes one *of the* most fertile 
and highly cultivated districts in England ; and the sliclly mass of the crag itself fs 
found useful in improving poor sands. This formation is generally porous, anef 
affords no considerable quantity of water, except when .(lierced through; the water is 
then thrown up by the retentive substratum oi the London clay. 

The fresh-water formations are said to have bceib observed nowhere in England^ 
except ill the Isle of Wight; yet Atf. Conyl^eare will not allow this to be absolutely 
the case ; referring to accounts of occasional intermixtures of fresh-water with marine 
shells found on or near th6 cliff of ^London clay, east of Southend, on the coast of 
Essex, and bn the cliffs south of Harwicji. {GeoL Map.) 

The gr^at argillaceous formation, to which the name of London clay'* has been 
given, is rendered li^lily intcrcstipg by the variety of its organic remains, botli 
animal and vegetable, and by* the inferences deducibic from them. The smaller 
number of secies which can be completely identified with recent analogies, point 
out the greater antiquity of this, than of the preceding formation ; and the circuni- 
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Stance of its having been thrown into a vertical position in the Isle of Wight, by con- 
vulsions of the earth, which must have taken place previous to the deposition of the 
upper beds, which repose horizontally against its truncated ed^s, proves that a 
sufficient interval, to allow its assuming a considerable degree of consistency, must 
have elapsed before these newer strata were accumulated upon it. 

Tliis formation consists chiefly, and sometimes wholly, of bluish or blackish clay, 
which is mostly very tough. Its chemical and external characters are, however, subject 
to some partial and local' variations, though tliese never appear to be veyy considerable. 
Some of its strata, for instance, occasionally partake of the nature of marie, since they 
eflervesce, when exposed to the action of an acid, and sometimes strongly. In some 
parts it contains much green earth, and frequently beds of sandstone. (GeoL Trans. 
vol. ii. p. 190.) The clilT near* Harwich, in Essex, has beds of* stratified lime- 
stone. {Geol. Notes.) A rock of the same nature was bored through for 10 feet, 
after sinking through 122 feat of blue clay, at the foot of a Steal! eminence near 
Sewardstone, in Essex, after w'hich the water rose rapidly from under the rock ; but 
at Bromley, near Stratford le Bow, in Essex, a bed of rock, one foot thick, occurred 
twenty-four feet above tlie main spring. 

Wherever this clay is visible in the form of a clifl’, or has been jierforatcd by sink- 
ing wells, it has uniformly been found to contain nearly horizontal layers of ovate or 
flattish masses of argillaceous limestone, which, as they mostly exhibit, though not 
always, the appearance of having been traversed in various directions by cracks, since 
partially or wholly filled up by calcareous spar, or sulphate of barytes, have obtained 
the name of septaria. These masses so greatly abound, that they have been con- 
sidered as characteristic of the London clay; but it is not the only one of the English 
beds that contains ificm. The septaria on the south of Walton, on tho coast of Essex, 
are yery imjKjrfect ; they are collected into heaps, and shipped to Harwich, where 
they are manufactured by government into a cement. {Geol. Notes.) 

Dale, in his History of Harwich, (p, 101), speaking of the Septaria so abundantly 
found in the clifis-df.the neighbourhood, says, “ with thei^e the walls of the town were 
for the most part built, and tba streets generally pitched ; they, by ancient custom, 
belonging to the tqwn as by right.” T/ie long «liff of London clay, extending along 
the Isle of Sheppey, opposite the Essex coast, furnishes abundance of septaria, from 
which the excellent material for building under water, and for stucco, is made, and 
which i^ known under the name of "PaJ^kers cement.” Being separated from 
the clay by the action of the sea, they are collected on the beach, and dkported to 
«7arious places, where they are calcined and groiind. {Geol. ^trans. vol. ii. p. 193.) 
Layers of septaria were found at Epping at the d^pth of 100 feeft:, and continued 
to 300 feet; but iq.some places they are very near the surface. It appears, from the 
preceding particulars, that this formation is uniformly marked as consisting of a vast 
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argillaceous deposite, containing subordinate beds of calcareous concretions, some- 
times passing into solid rocks, or exhibiting some local variations from the occasional 
mixture of sand cH* calcareous matter in the mass of the clay. These local changes, 
however, never prevail to such a degree as to interfere materially with the general 
identity of character. On account of the large ]K>rtion of pyrites, (sulphuret of iron), 
selenite, and occasionally phosphate of iron, contained in this stratum, water passing 
through it is unfit for domestic purposes. {G^oL Trains, vol. ii. p. 188.) It is also 
suspected to ccgitain sulphate of magnesia. 

Pew formations claim a greater interest from the organic remains preserved in 
them than this. In the higher order of animals, it presents us with the crocodile and 
turtle among the amphibious class ; a proof ^hat the shores of some dry land, where 
these animals might have deposited their eggs, must have existed at the period oi its 
formation within a distance easily accessible. Of vertebral fish,* several species are 
found beautifully pfeserved. Of crustaceous fish, many species of the *lobster and 
crab occur. The testaceous molluscae are also verymumerous, and in a fine state of 
preservation, often retaining nearly the appearance of recent shells. There are very 
few genera of recent shells which have not some representation imbedded in this 
formation, but the specific character is usually different. On the other hand, but few 
of the extinct genera, so common in the older formations, occur in this, so that it 
seems to hold a middle character in this respect between the earlier and more recent 
beds. Thus, though nautilites resembling those of the Indian seas arc common, 
specimens of the cornu ammonUy and the belcinnitc, arc so rare, that their ever 
having been found at all has been disputed, though figured, as from this source, in 
Sowerby, and also in Jacob’s catalogue. The eschines, so common in the chalk, are 
very rare here. • Zoophites are also extremely rare. 

It frequently contairfc small portions, and even masses, of wood, more on less 
retaining the woody fibre, but more often having the appearance of being charreil, 
and of a black colour! They sometimes exhibit the petforations. and even contain 
tlie casts, of an animal whick is considered to 4)0 analogous to the torpedo namlis, or 
borer, still infesting the seas surrounding the West Iifdisin islands. The wood occa- 
sionally appears to have formed a nucleus, around which have bc;pn deposited those 
masses of argillaceous limestone, a|jready mentioned as being characteristic of the 
London clay ; they often contain shells still exhibiting the pearly lustre. 

On the Essex coast, sparingly, and abundantly on the opposite I^e of Sdieppey, 
vegetable remains have been found in this formation, some account of which is given 
by Dr. Parsons, in the fiftieth volume of the J^ilosophical Transactions : the quan^ 
tity of fruit, or ligneous seed vessels, is prodigious. Mr. Crowe, of Faversham, hjs 
procured from ikis source a very large collation; and by carcfijly copiparing each 
individual specimen by its internal as well as external appearance, he has bcen^ 
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enabled to select 700 specimens, none of which are duplicates, and very few of which 
agree with any known seed-vessels. Among these specimens, there are many which 
belong to tropical climates, some of which seem to be a species *of cocoa-nut, and 
others of various spices. 

The existence of a neighbouring region of dry land seems attested by these vege- 
table remains, (which, from the state in which they are found, can scarcely be supposed 
to have drifted from any great distance,) as well as from the occurrence of the amphibia 
ibove mentioned. We tan scarcely resist the temptation of asking, ‘V^hat was that 
incient land? Had any part of England then raised its head above the waves? Does 
it not sound extravagantly, even to inquire, whether its oldest and highest mountain 
tracts then formed a group of spice islands, frequented by the turtle and crocodile? 
Speculations like these, though Unavoidably suggested, almost give* the features of 
romance to the sober walks of science. 

The London clay extends over nearly the whole of Essex, including Hainault and 
Epping forests, quite to the sea. • (GeoL Map^ 

The beds of the plastic clay, in many instances, so nearly resemble the London, 
diat some uncertainty remains respecting the precise limits of each. But the position 
of the springs, to which the sands underneath this formation serve as an immense 
reservoir, affords the best guide in tracing its limits. 

The greatest elevation of the London clay is at High Beech, in Essex, the summit 
of which is 759 feet above the level of the sea; Langdon hill, on the coast of this 
county, is feet high, and Danbury is not greatly inferior. * 

The London clay has been pierced in various places, and found of great thickness. 
Most of the wells in Essex are very*decp; at Colchester, 108 feet; Chelmsford, 300 
fy'et(PA*7. Trans,)^ East Hannin^field, 474 feet {GeoL Notes)\ at Epping, 392 feet; 
^nd this, added to the superior height of High Beech, (whicliris about five miles from 
that place, and scarcely one mile nearer the termination of the clay,) we may assume 
it at High Beech to be abdUt 700 feet thick. The London clay has not been per- 
ceived to have changed its original horksontal position, eji:cept in the instance already 
.mentioned, in the Isle of Wigtit. This clay chokes the plough, rolling before it in 
a broken and mucjdy state. , It is notfslippery^after rain, but adheres to the shoes; 
after drought, it presents cracks nearly a yard in depth, and several inches in breadth. 
{GeoL Notes,) According to Townsend, it is sometimes called wood-80wer4andy 
becavise,f though it will produce fine elm ^Euid ash timber, it requires * chalking to 
render it fit for corn. In Epping forest, and other places, the finest oaks are pro- 
duced where the clay is intermixed with the sand lying above^ and below it. {GeoL 
t{otes,) This clay is nearly impervious to water, few springs issuing immediately 
from it; and^the v^ater is, in these cases, always impregnated widi salt^, arising from 
the decomposition of pyrites with which it abounds. Mr. Tennant is said to have 
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found sulphate of magnesia in Uiis clay. Muriate of soda is also said to have been Depth ut 
discovered in *the wells at Colchester, Upminster, and Brentwood; and in the arti- 
ficial bored spring which supplies the baths belonging to Mr. Baker, at Chelmsford, 
soda is found; but it is supposed none of these waters have been correctly analysed. 

The water procured from beneath this clay by wells, or by boring, is very limpid, and 
what is called soft, well adapted to domestic purposes, and never fails. 

The depth at which water is procured, is ^ound to differ very considerably, as the 
various degrees of inclination or undulations of the water-bearing strata carry the 
water more or less above the level of the perforation made through the clay; and 
it will rise in the well as high, but not higher, than the highest point of these 
undulations. Mr. Isaac Payne has sunk a well at Epping, and‘ another at Hunter s 
Hall, two miles from that place. The summit of the well at Epping is 310 feet 
above liigh-watcr mark. The first 27 feet from the surface consisted of gravel, loam, 
and yellow clay; then blue clay for 380 feet; then alternating beds of sandy and blue 
clay, and of blue clay unmixed with sand, three oj four feet thick, continued for 13 
feet more; in the whole 420 feet, of which 200 feet were sunk through, and 220 
bored, four inches in diameter. As no water was found, the labour was considered 
hopeless, the undertaking relinquished, and the well covered over; but at the end 
of five months, the water was found to have risen to within twenty-six feet of the 
surface, and it has so continued. The sinking was therefore 340 feet above the level 
of the Thames, and 80 feet below it. The water was limpid and soft. 

The well at Hunter's Hall was seventy feet above that at Epping, and therefore 410 
feet above the high-w'ater mark of the Thames^ but the depth of this well w’as only 
350 feet; it therefore did not reach the fevek of the Thames by sixty feet, and the 
water stands Iq it 130 feet above the bottom of the well. 

The plastic clay fqnnation is considered as Composed of an indefinite numBef Plastu 
of sand, clay, and pebble beds, altex^iating irregularly. Some general remarks dn 
the beds of this formation may be seen in a communication to the Geological Society 
by Mr. Webster. (Geo/. Trans, vol. iv. p. 200.) This clay is of several colours and 
degrees of purity, and varfously denominated, as bqck clay, potter’s clay, &c. ; the 
minerals arc not generally in stra^, but Intermixed irregularly with the clay and 
satfds of this formation. 

The organic remains ate of irregular occurrence, consisting of ostrea, certikitCy 
turritellay cytherete, cyclades, &c. with* the teeth of fish; imperfect coal, partaking 
more or dess of the woody fibre, and soiiietinics exhibiting even tlie brancires and 
leaves of plants; aftd ipssil bones^are ^aid to Jiave been found in this formation (y 
Wilson hovfvyky Esq. The highest northcifi point yet observed in the range and 
extent of the plastic clay is two or three miles south-west of Iladlcigh, in EssVx, 
whence it borders the London clay to about five miles soutli-west* of Braintree. 
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Halstead and Coggeshall, and the intermediate tract, are also on the plastic clay; 
and it also occurs in some other places here, but little attention has yet been given 
to beds of this formation, in this part of the country . — PhiUipi Oeglogy of England 
and Wales. 

The climate of Essex is mild; yet, during the spring months, prevailing northerly 
and easterly svinds produce catarrhal disorders and agues, and are unfavourable to 
vegetation, especially in low marshy situations, near the coast. But the 
draining of marshes, an^ the improved state of cultivation, have very considerably 
lessened these evils, and given good reason to hope, that in time these parts will 
l)c as healthy as the rest of the county, which is by no means believed to be 
insalubrious. 

The natural woods have been ^rapidly decreasing within the last, fifty years, and 
continue to do so. .Yet it can scarcely, in ordinary circumstances, be advisable to 
destroy any of those wdiich supply the best timber, for these arc jillowed to enhance 
the value of estates more than any other kind of produce. From a calculation of 
the fellings of some woods here, during the term of seven years, the underwood being 
fifteen years’ growth, the value of the timber, timber tops, bark, and underwood, 
were found to amount to nearly fifty pounds an acre; which, repeated every fifteen 
years, would be upwards of three pounds an acre per annum. It will be allow^ed 
that the prices of all the specified materials will continue to advance; it is also 
observable, that these trees did not average twenty-five feet; and it is well know^n 
that from that size to a load each, the augmentation goes forward with accelerated 
j'apidity; and it may be presumed, that the average value would equal a rent of five 
pounds an acre per annum; of which, jbu|C at least is neither tithed, taxed, nor rated, 
nor subject, if frech6ld, to any other burthen or deduction. Hence it nught appear, 
ihit nothing but immediate interest, or extreme necessity, woujd allow the destruction 
of w’oods which produce the best timber. 

The woodlands of Essex afc extensive,- and would supply a vast quantity of well- 
giwn straight timber, if the trees were suffered to remain till grown to their full 
size; but this cannot be expec(ed, under existing circumstances. And considering 
that the underwood, which is cut every twelve ^or fourteen years, is diminished in 
value in proportion to the increase of the large trees, and also considering ' the 
increased amount of rent paid for land, we cannot be surpiised to observe the yearly 
diminution of woods, and the conversion of tlU; grounds into farms. 

There are few new plantations of woods; a few enclosures are, indeed,, in some 
places found, covered with chestnut|^ ash, '&c. ^ Of clump.s alid belts of fir and 
forest trees there is abundance, for the* decoration ofdhe grounds surrounding gen- 
tlemen’s country seats, and from these a supply of good timber may, in time, arise, 
which will in some measure compensate the loss of so much of the old self-planted 



INTRODUCTION. 


23 


woods. The increase of ornamental plantations has been unusually great during the 
last forty years; and the vastly increased number of nursery grounds near large towns 
is also every where apparent. 

It appears from the perambulations made in the twelfth year of the reign of Henry 
the Third, 1228, and in the twenty-sixth and twenty-eighth of Edward the First, 1298 
and 1300, that in its ancient state, the whole county might be considered as con- 
stituting only 'one entire forest. The hundtred of Tendring had been previously 
disafforested by King Stephen, and King John had disafforested all that part of the 
county that lies north of the great Roman road leading from the ramparts on Lexdcn 
heath to Stortford. Various other districts were, at diilerent times, disafforested. 

The office of forester was anciently in thef Aucher family, of Copped Hall. Henry 
Fitz-Aucher hcEl it in 1304, by grand serjeancy; that is, by bein^ the king’s forester. 

The stewardship* of the whole forest of Essex was in the De Veres, carls of Oxford; 
but for their adherence to the house of Lancaster, they were deprived of it. On the 
accession of Henry the Seventh, in 1489, it was again granted to the same family, 
John earl of Oxford being made steward of the forest, at 9/. 2s. rent, during pleasure. 
By virtue of his office, the steward had power to substitute a lieutenant, one riding 
forester, and three yeomen foresters in the three bailiwicks of the forest. 

The emoluments of the warden and steward were derived from varioi^ perquisites; 
they had all wayfs and strays, and all browsing wood within the forest, and all fines 
of the swainmotes, and wood-comptes, according to the assize of the forest; of every 
covert and hedge-row to be sold, one penny in every shilling; and of every wood, 
the second best oak; and of the buyer and seller of every such wood, one bow and 
broad arrow, and one penny in every shilling of the amount of die purchase-money. 
The steward htid also, as belonging to his office^ the keeping and custody of the, 
manor of Havering at Bower, and of the house aud park there. 

Though so much had been done in preceding reigns to remove or mitigate evils 
arising out of the forest laws, the numerous petitions presented^ to the parliaments 
of Edward the Second, Edward the Third, litehard the Second, and Henry the Fifth, 
afford sufficient evidence of the general dissatisfaction that continued to prevail on 
this .subject : after this time, howeiftr, the ibrest of Essex begjfn to diminish very 
considerably, and has evcr^since coiUinued to do so; and a more rational and liberal 
policy has caused the forests to becomq no longer a subject of dispute and litigation 
between the subject and the crown, or die local resident authorities* and the neigh- 
bouring landholders.^ 

The waste lands «nd forests have been <ntich reduced, but are yet very con- 
siderable; estimated by Messrs. Griggs at fifteen thousand acres, which, by enclo- 
sure, would be increased in value to the amount of more than fi% thousand pounds 
a year. 
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The right of cutting wood varies in different parts of the forest; and where it is 
left to the discretion of the inhabitants^ nothing but mutilated hornbeam pollards are 
to be secn^ whose heads are cut whenever a few faggots can be colfected from them; 
on otiicr parts, where the lord of the manor has, by dif!ercnt grants from the crown, 
the exclusive jight of all timber, underwood, and bushes, the trees are protected, and 
this district being well adapted to the growth of oak and other timber, is, by judicious 
management, in a very flourishing condition. 

The marshes bordering the coast afford the richest pasturage for cattle, aijjid extend 
one hundred miles in length. The supply of meat to the London market from this 
district is abundant, and of the best quality. 

The chief markets for corn, butter, eggs, poultry, cattle, and live stock of all sorts, 
are, Colchester, Cog^shall, Witham, Maldon, Chelmsford, Romford, Epping, Walden, 
Braintree and Halstead; and during the spring and summer months, vast quantities 
of sucking calves arc brought 'from Suffolk, and the dairying parts of Essex, to the 
markets of Colchester, Chelmsford, Romford, and Epping. 

The fisheries of Essex arc very productive in oysters; above thirty boats, 
belonging to the Island of Mersey, are almost always at work ; and vessels come from 
Kent to purchase oysters here. 

A dredging boat is from eight to forty or fifty tons burthen; all are decked, and 
built at Wivenhoc, Brightlingsca, and other places in the neighbourhood. The 
price is 10/. a ton for the hull of the vessel only; and the fitting;, out one of twenty tons 
will cost 150/. Each vessel requires from two to four men, who are paid by shares, 
the master having a share for the vessel. Sometimes, upwards of 150 vessels may 
be seen at work within sight of Mersey. Many of these vessels go off to dredge on 
• the coasts of Hants and Dorset in the spring sea^pn. The number of vessels is 
about* ^00, and the men and boys employed, about 500 ; a vessel carrying three 
men has one share and a haljf of all the earnings, and the meq one share each ; the 
largest vessels hayo not more than two shares* A good vessel will last from thirty 
to forty years. Oysters arc, taken to London, Hamburgh, Bremen, and, in time of 
peace, to Holland, France, and Flanders. 

The principal b/eeding rivers arc the Crouch, (which is by far the most certain in 
produce), the Black water, and the Colne. The* beds, or Jayings, are in the creeks, 
adjoining these rivers ; and from these the^otock is supplied to other oyster-beds. 
It is calculated'that not less than 15,000 bushels are supplied in a seasoq; and the 
^pital employed in this trade is stated to bo from 60 to 80,000/# 

The salt-water stews, for various ^rts of sea-fis^, in Foulness Island, are well 
constructed, and answer the purpose cpmpletely. The fish are caught in weirs, on 
the sands, e^/tenditig several miles on the coast ; they are dragged fol with a small 
*net, as in a fresh-water stew. 
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There are many decoys near the coast for takin^^ wild-fowl ; one of the best is in 
Mersey Island; it is attended by two men, whose wages, with rent, repair of nets, 
and other expenses, amount to 300/. a year. Ducks are caught in great num- 
bers ; and in a decoy at Goldanger, the fowls called dun birds are exceedingly 
numerous. 

The best dairies arc at or near Epping, so deservedly famous for the* richness of its 
cream and butter. The purposes of cow-l^eping arc, in most instances, either for 
the dairy, or |br feeding ; but in this county a third purpose is that of suckling or 
feeding calves for tlic London market. This last mode of occupying the best grazing 
land is, next to the dairy, reckoned the most profitable, yet the grazing occupation is 
attended with the least trouble, and is alw;jys largely practised. 

The civil government is vested in the sherifi’, wko, by virtue of his office, holds the 
county courts and sheriff s tourn. This office was first instituted by King Alfred, 
whose wise and erfuitable government proved so successful in restraining the violence 
of a barbarous people. Mr. Morant says, ‘‘ that anciently, this officer, w'ho was 
called vice-comes, was only deputy to the earl; but since the earldom has been 
merely titular, the power has devolved to the sheriff.” This office was made annual 
in the 14th year of the reign of Edward the Third, before which time it was in the 
appointment of the sovereign. The officers under him are the bailiffs of hundreds, 
high-constables for the several hundreds, gaoler, and petty constables.* Sir Thomas 
Smith, in his Commonwealth of England, makes the place of high-constable to 
have been of some importance. There are two of them in each hundred of this 
county, except Witham, which has but one ; and Ilinckford, on account of its great 
extent, has three. According to Ingulphus, abbot of Croyland, the original institu- 
tion of justices»was also by Alfred. This learned ecclesiastic informs us* that Alfred 
divided the office of li<jutcnants of provinces into two, now called justices and sdieriffs* 
which still retain the same names. By the care and industry of those, the Avholc 
kingdom, in a shortitime, enjoyed so great peace, that •if any traveller had let fall a 
sum of money never so li^fe in the evening,, either in the field of public highways, 
if he came next morning he should find it untouched.”* The first institution of lor|l- 
licutenants of counties is not known ; but, the suppression o^monasteries, Henry 
the Eighth gave these military officers the chief part of the power they now possess. 
He ordered that they should be the standing representatives of the crown, in their 
respective counties, to keep them in Jorderly subjection. The lyrd-lieutei^int of 
Essex is* generally^ rotuhrum, or keci^er of the rolls, and often vice-admiral. 

This county is included in the 4 JCclcsiasticaV jurisdiction of London ; and is gb- 
verned by the bishop, with hiS assistants, the archdeacons of Essex, Colchester, jnd 
Middlesex, besides a number of surrogated who reside in digerent^ parts of the 
county. 
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In the archdeaconry of Essex there are the following deaneries : Barstable, 
Barking, ChafFord, Chelmsford, Dengey, Ongar, and Rochford; in which are 175 
churches and chapels. < 

In the archdeaconry of Colchester are the following deaneries: Colchester, Lexden, 
Newport, Sandford, and Tencking; in which are 161 churches and chapels. 

That part of the archdeaconry of Middlesex which is in this county, contains only 
the deaneries of D unmow, Harlow, ami Hedingham; in which are eighty-three 
churches and chapels. The archbishop of Canterbury has several i)^culiars here, 
not subject to the inspection of the diocesan ; these are Rocking, Stysted, Lachingdon, 
and Lawing. 

Though so large a county, Essex only sends eight representatives to parliament ; 
two of these arc for the whole county; two are for Colchester ; two for •Harwich ; and 
two for Maldon. The total number of freehold voters for members for the county 
were, in 1766, 512.5; and in 1830, they were 5318. • 

Essex is in the home circuit, a.id the assizes are held at Chelmsford, in March, 
August, and December ; and the quarter sessions are held both at Chelmsford and at 
Colchester. This county pays twenty-four jiarts of the land-tax, and provides 960 
men for the militia. 

Harwich gives the title of baron to the Hill family; Maldon, viscount to the Capel 
Coningsbys ; and the county gives to the same family the title of earl. The family 
of Nassau de Zulensteins takes the title of carl from Rochford; Waldon gives 
a baronial title to the Ellises; Easton Parva confers that of viscount on the Maynards; 
and the same family derive the title of baron from Much Haddon ; Writtle gives this 
title to the family of Petre; and Hoo, the same to that of Villicrs. 

JT he population of this county, according to the last census, in 1821,*\vas 289,424. 
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CHAPTER L 

rsSKX UNDER THE RpMANS. 

Former writers, when describing the county of Essex, have complained of 
its dearth of memorials that could be referred to* a remote period of antiquity; 
but subsequent researches have brought to light monuments of past ages, that 
vindicate its title to imporUincc in the pages of the historian or the antiquary. 
Its interest is increased when we consider that as we traverse its vales and hills, we 
are walking in the steps of those who first struggled against the power of Rome; 
that we are standing, perhaps, on the site of a British forest tojvn, or on the 
camp that was once occupied by a Roman legion. 

When C'msar invijded our island, he found the country immediately to the north 
of the Thames occupied by the Trinobantes. Near the Cassii,” says Richard of 
Cirencester, “where the river Thamesis app!‘oaches the ocean, was the region of 
the Trinobantes, wdio not only etitered into alliance with the Romany but resigned 
to them Lonclinium, their metropolis, and Caniujodunum, situated near the seay»fgr 
the purpose of establishing colonies,”* “ Thg boundary of this people tow'ards the 
north was the river Suri us, beyond wdiich lived the lccni.”f The Trinobantes w'ere 
a Bclgic tribe; they are supposed to have forcibfy^occupied.this territory, which 
belonged originally to the Cassii, J and It has been conjectured that their name 
distinguishes them sis a colony of stranger^, § though others consider them as having 
rq/ceived their name from the sitflation tllty occupied, — Tra/mvant, in the British 
language, signifying the ^country licyond the stream, and Tranomnti, Tranovantwys^ 
&c. its inhabitants: Tre Nocant y the; name of their capital, w'ould be the town on 
the stream. II The people known toOmsar under this name, appear, Ifbw'ever, to 

Richard of CirenuAter, p. -17. f Ibid. p. 48. 

J “ The Cnssii ai»pcar% have orcupicd*thc tract of vouiitr)' now divided into the counties of Hertford, 
Bedford, Buckingiiam, Middlesex anti Essex." — fnfroduetion to the Beauties of England and p. 17^ 

§ Trinouantes would he “ the inhabitants of the new city — Tri, /rc, a city ; Nou, new ; hant, hent, hyni^ 
locus assuetuiii." — Baxter ^ Gloss. ]>. 280, 1. Whitaker's Hist, of Manchester, vol. n. ' 

Cambrian Regisi^r, vo|. ii. p. 10. 
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have been more peculiarly the inhabitants of the district in this vicinity of Londooi 
which was known to the Romans by the name of Civitas Trinobantum, 

It appears to liave been customary among many of the separate states of the 
ancient Britons to choose, in cases of extraordinary danger, a pen^dragon^ or 
supreme head,^ who might direct their joint endeavours in the common cause. This 
was the case with the southern tribes, on the invasion of their territories by Csesar, 
and the person on whom their choice fell is well known to the Roman historians 
under the name of Cassfvclaunus, which appears to be only a corri^tion^ of the 
British name Caswallon. British records celebrate his name, and assert that he 
signalised himself in opposing Caesar in the Gallic wars ; but they speak of him as 
a king of North Wales, a mistake which may easily be accounted for, when we 
suppose that his traditionary history was handed to posterity by the* songs of the 
bards, long after the primitive Britons had been confined to, and had learned to 
identify their traditions with their dreary retreat in the western mountains. “ Cas- 
Wcdlon, the Cassivelaunus of Ciesar, reigned,” according to these traditionary stories, 
“in Gwynnedd, or North Wales: having re})ellcd a body of Irish, who had invaded 
his dominions, with considerable slaughter, the bodies of the slain remaining 
unburied, were the cause of a {)cstileiice. He signalised himself against Caesar 
in Gaul, whither he went to assist the natives, or, according to another tradition, 
to obtain the beautiful Flur, n.c. 55. Britain was in consequence invaded, and the 
treachery of Avarwy (Mandubratius) contributed to the success of the invader.”* 

The first expedition of Cajsar into Britain w^as far from successful. From his 
own account it appears that he eflected a landing only with great difficulty, and 
when landed his operations were confined to the neighbourhood of his camp. 
^I^lm termination of this invasion ^was not sucli as might be expetted to have 
awed the proud spirit with which t)ic natives are reported to have first received 
his pro])osals. f The following year he prepared to make a more effective attempt, 
with a much greater force. With six hundred ships, and five legions, he appeared 
on the coast of Britain, and landed without opposition •on the same part of it 
which he had occupied the preceding year. After an advance of about twelve 
Roman miles he came up wkh the Bri..ons, who had occupied an advantageous 
post on the banks of a river. From thence, affer an ineffective resistance, they 
retired to the woods, where they posted themselves in “ a place well fortified both 
by nature iiiid by art, which they appear to iiave before raised in consequence of 

•J(jeiiilfiuairs Mag. vol. xcv. part ii. p. 40.3, causb which Coesar assigiiK foi*lii8 invasion of Rritain 

was the assistancr which they had given to his cnoini«S| “ quod omnibus fer^ Gallifts bcllis, hostibus nostris 
inde i^ubniiniKtraia auxilia iiitelUgcbat.’* — De Bel. GtU. lib. iv. c. 20. * * 

f “ Romani aiitcm duin acciperent dominium totiua muudi ad Britannos miscrunt Icgatos^ ut obsidcs et 
ccnsuin acciperent ab illis, sicut accipiebaiit ab universis regionibus et iiisulis. Britanni autem cum cssent 
tymnni et tumidi legationem Romanorum contcmpierunt.”-~ymnttM, p. 102. 
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their own domestic feuds, every approach being defended with trunks of trees.”* * * § 
Hence, also, they were dislodged, after a sharp encounter ; but the nature of the 
place, and the a](^proach of night, compelled the Romans to relinquish the pursuit, 
and the following morning Ctesar was recalled to his camp on the coast by the news 
of the disaster which had befallen his fleet. When he returned*to his Regions in the 
interior, after having refitted the greater part of his fleet, he found that the natives 
had assembled in greater numbers, and had given the chief command to Cassive- 
launus, whosa territory, “ divided from the maritime stat!fes by a river, which is 
called Tamesis, about eighty (Roman) miles from the sea,”f corresponded with the 
modern county of Essex. This Cassivelaunus, we learn, had been continually at 
war with the surrounding states, but in the 'present imminent danger the Britons had 
unanimously chbsen him for their commander on account of his known experience 
and bravery. The army of CaBsar was harassed in its march by the desultory 
attacks of the Britons from the woods, and in diflerdht skirmishes he lost many of 
his men, among whom was one tribune, Q. LiWerius Durus. The natives were 
unable, however, to sustain a general action against the disciplined troops of Rome ; 
they were compelled to retire gradually before the invaders, who now approached 
the territory of Cassivelaunus. 

The river Thames, if wc credit Caesar, w'as in his time fordable, only in one 
place, or, at least, only one spot was known to him which could be passed with 
safety. Hither the British prince, who had in his retreat been deserted by most 
of his allies, repaired to make a last struggle to prevent the advance of his enemies. 
He not only posted his men in an advantageous* position on the opposite shore, but 
he further fortified the bank with sharp-pointed* stakes driven into the ground, whilst 
others were fi)?ed in the same manner at the bottom of the river, and conceal Al 
under the water.}: TKe Roman soldiers, howejrer, according to Caesar’s account; 
avoided the stakes, passed the river up to their chins in the water, and put to flight 
the natives on the other side. At the time when Bede wrote,, tjiese stakes w’ere 
still visible, but the historkin has neglected to give qs any (fata that might have 
enabled us to discover their true situation.§ , 


• Locum — egregie et natura et oyere mu^Ltum ; quern, clomofitici belli, ut vulebatur, cau&sa jam ante 
linrparavemnt.’’ — C^rcor, lib. v. c, 9. Horsley Uiinks that the river whicli Ciesar passed was the Stour. 
The llritish fortification is supposed to have been iif«Kingston woods, behind Burstead. 

f “ Cujus Jincs a inaritimis civitatibus fluinen ifividit, quod apprllatur Tamesis, a mari circitur millia 
passiium Lxxx.” — Ctptari Bel, Gaf, lib. v. c. 11. , Perhaps CiPsar’s eighty (which arc given as a rouglv 

calculation) may be estimat^ at about sixty or seventy Kn^lisii. * 

X “ Bipa autem crQt acutis sudibus prarfixis munita ; ejusdcmquc generis sub aqua deAxa* sudes iluuiine 
tcgebaiitur.” — Casar^ de Bel, Gal, lib. v. c. 18. 

§ " In hujus (3'amcsis) ulteriore ripo, Cassobellauno ducc, immensa bostiuiw multitudo consederat, 
ripamque fluminis ac pcnc totum sub aqua vadum acutissimis sudibus prafstruxerat, quarum vestigia sudiiini 
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Be the place at which Caesar passed the Thames where it may, it is highly probable 
that the county of Essex was the scene of his subsequent operations. It has 
generally been considered that the circumstance of his having forded it, is a proof 
that the place must have been considerably higher than 'London, and writers have 
generally supposed St to be cither Kingston or Conway stakes. But when we 
consider that in Caesar s time, a great portion of the water of the Thames was spread 
out in extensive morasses, and, consequently, that the bed of the river would in 
many parts have much Idfes depth than in its present confined state, it will be evident 
that no stress can be safely laid on such a circumstance.* That Caesar, after passing 
the river, advanced into Essex, we have many presumptive evidences. It is very 
likely that the rout he took was the same with that of the Romans under the 
Emperor Claudius. For as thes*e most probably landed the greater part of their 
army at the same place, so they would as probably follow the same track, where they 
might trace liis cncampment,”f The army of Plautius, the general of Claudius, 
passed the Thames towards its mouth, in that part where it spread out into morasses, 
and the result was the taking of Camulodunum, the capital of Cunobcline and of 
the UVinobantes. J I’lie old chroniclers, too, constantly speak of the scene of Cajsar’s 
invasion as having been near the mouth of the Thames, where they boast of his 
having been successively repulsed by the prowess of the Britons. § 

After Ciesar had passed the Thames, Cassivelaunus, having dismissed the greater 
part of his forces, retired with the rest into the woods, from whence he could watch 
in safety the motions of his enemies, and avail himself of every opportunity of 
annoying them. The subjugation Af the Britons appears to have been accelerated 
by their private animosities. Amongst the followers of Cmsar was a young Briton 
. numed Mandubratius, His father, we are told, had reigned in the ciVitas Trinohan- 
turn, *or London, and had been slain by Cassivelaunus, and Mandubratius had 

ibidem usque hodie visuntur, et videtur inspectantibus quod siti^ulie earum admodum liumuni feinoris grosso', 
et circunifusa* iduinbo, immobiliter craht in profuiidum fluminis infixn:.”— iJee/rt, HUt, Eccles. lib. i. c. 2. 
Bede’s words arc copied bji Asserius, p. M l, who, ,as might be expected, applies them to his own time. From 
the words of Bede, we may reasonably ^ippose that be himself only desenbes them from the report of others. 

* Baxter derives the name from Tam isc or esc, which in British signifies a tract of water,— Gloss, p. 222. 

f Horsley, Britan. Kwi. p. l**h 

X AvaxvpVfravTouf 5*€i/rcu0cv rvv Bp^rrewtav ciri tov Ta/itaay irtyraputv koH' 6 ts rt rov uKtavov 
ir\rjfip.vyovros re owrow k . t . X. ** And the Britons having retrected thence to the river Tamesa, in 

that part where it falls into the ocean, and hy its overflowing forms a lake,” &c. — itai paSius ainoy ^tu^avrav, 
OTf KM ToKTTffjufMixra T6 tvfTopa TOW x^P^ov «i8oTtfw, **^md haviiig casily passed over it, as knowing which 
parrs of the district were firm and fordable," are the words of Dio, lib. lx. 

* § " Kt pervenit usque ad ostium Tamesis fluminis, «t ibi iiiierunt helium, et* multi cecidcruiu do equis 
niilitibusque suis; quia jam d ictus proconsul (i.‘e.,of King Bcllmus, as Nennius dRlls Cassivelaunus) posuerat 
sqdcs ferreas, et semen hellicosum, qua* calcitramentn, i. e. cethirociuni, in vada fluiitinis (quof/) magnum 
discrimen fuit militibus Rumanorum ; quia liax; ajrs invisibilis fuit illis, et disccsserunt tunc temporis sine 
pace."— iVeawtW, c. 15. Hie Cassibclaiinus Juliuiii Cficsarctn terrain suam invadentem, nis dcvicit in ostio 
fluvii Thamesis,” &c. — T. Otterhonmc, Chronica^ p. 18. 
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escaped the same fate by flying to the Romans in Gaul. The inhabitants of tliis 
district now were the first to join the conqueror, praying for tlie restoration of Maii- 
dubratius, and I'equesting that they might be defended from tlic arms of Cassive- 
launus. Among our native chroniclers, the memory of Maiidubratius, whom they 
call Androgeus, is held in universal execration, and the historical ctriads of the 
Britons rank him among the most infamous of the betrayers of Britain, as liaving 
been the first who called in the Romans* and thus proved treacherous to his 
country. ^ Tht example of the people of London was followed by the Ceniinagni, 
the Segontiaci, the Ancalitos, the Bibroci, and the Cassi, of whom the latter, who 
inhabited the county of Hertford, and consequently bordered on Essex, betrayed 
to the Romans the retreat of Cassivelautius. From tliem Caisar learnt that the 
town ipppidum) of Cassivelaunus was situated at no great di§tance, fortified with 
woods and marshes, and sufficiently large to contain a considerable nujnber of men 
and cattle. “ Now what the Britons call a town Cmsar says, is a (hick 

wood, fortified with a vallum and foss, where they {isseniblc together to avoid the 
incursions of an enemy.”* Hither Csesar repaired with his legions, and in spite of 
the fortifications, both natural and artificial, it was quickly taken, and a great number 
of cattle found within its circuit, the Britons having contrived to escape in a dillerent 
direction. The remains of an undoubtedly British position are still to U; seen within 
the county of Essex, answering in situation, position, and every other respect to the 
description given by Ciesar of the last strong-hold of Cassivelaunus. The intrench- 
ments of Ambresbury Banks, near Cop|)ed Hall, were ‘‘ formerly in the very heart 
of the forest,” and were surrounded by a ditch*and bank, in some places still very 
bold and high. The situation of these entrenchments, near the boumlarics of the 
Cassii, jind the Communication which Cassivelaunus may probably have established willn 
these people as his allies, will account for their being well acquainted with its posftion.f 

In the subseciuent ^invasions of Britain by the Romans, the territory of the IVino- 
bantes was generally the scene of their earliest operations; and aQer the final defeat 
of Caractacus by Ostorius,»and the reduction of Britain to a province of the empire, 
the first Roman colony in the island was estgblished at Camulodunum, or C.olchestef, 
the ^capital of the Trinobautes,J anti the ro^'ai city of •Cunobelifte,§ w^hosc name is 

* *'()p})i(luin autcni Britanni vtcant, quum^sylvas iinpcditas valln atquc fossa municrunt, quA, incursioiils 
hostium vitanda* causa, convenin’ consucveruni/'-tCc^ur, </r Bdl, (tail, lib. v. e. 21. 

t The generality of writers have identified the ojlpidum of Cassivelaumis with VeriilntTiium, or^t. Albans; 
but Verulanfium was the capital of the Cassii, and the only cause that led to this supposition appears to bg, 
that they knew of no otl^r that answered any better to C.']|^ar*s description. Florus calls this part of tit? 
country Cal idonia silva. libf iii. c. 10. Bede describes thefbw'n of(%'issivelauiius as “ inter duas pnludcs sitnm, 
obteiitu insuper sylvaruin iiiunitiim, oniiiibusquc rebus confertissinium.'* lib. i. c. 2. 

I llichard of Cirencester, p. 86. 

§ K(^*ovKqBowov TO Tov Kwo$t\Mpov $afft\fiav. — Dio. Cass. lib. lx. Baxter gives the following derivation 
of his name : “ Cunobejinus, hoc est, Cond velin^ Capite flaw, sive 'HAiweri : iinni do sive A7i«, jo/c, favus 
color et Alelin et rdin dicitur.'* — (Hass* p. 94. 
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celebrated in the history of the Roman transactions with Britain, He lived from the 
reign of Augustus to that of Caligula, and is believed to be the first who established 
a mint in Britain. His coins are frequently found, and the legend consists of the 
name of the king, and generally that of the city, cam. or camv. Caraulodunum, where 
they were coined. 

As the district of the Trinobantes was the chief scat of the Roman power in Britain, 
it may easily be supposed that it was ^he part on which those of the natives who 
were discontented with tlieir foreign masters, would look with the utmost aversion, as 
containing the greatest number of their enemies ; and consequently when they were 
excited to insurrection, it was the first to feel the vengeance of the insurgents. Many 
and great were the injuries that drove the Iceni to the memorable rebellion under 
their queen Boadicea. They were quickly joined by the Trinobantefe, who hoped to 
have an opportunity of recovering their liberty, and Camulodunuin, the earliest Roman 
colony in the island, was the place first marked out for destruction. In selecting this 
situation for their first settlement, the Romans had in view rather their pleasure than 
their safety; and the town appears to have consisted of straggling villas, and other 
buildings, not surrounded with any fortifications, so that it was entirely without 
defence.* * * § The town had been adorned with a temple dedicated to Claudius, a 
triumphal arrh, a statue of Victory, and various otlier embellishments, that were 
thought worthy to distinguish the chief seat of the Romans in Britain.f The 
city and its temple were burnt to the ground, and the cruelties which the Britons 
inflicted on its inhabitants were une(]ualled, except by the wrongs which they 
had themselves endured. After tht destruction of their enemies they celebrated 
their victory in the sacred groves which still remained dedicated to their various 
rd^jties.:}: The same fate as that of Camulodununi was also experienced by Londiiium 
and Verolamiuin. 

The city of Camulodununi appears to have soon arisen again out of its ruins, and 
we find it celebrated as the cajSital of Coel, the reputed father of Helena, the mother 
of Constantine the Grcat.§ The legend of Coel and Helena has been a subject of 
iiuich dispute, but the want of sufficient authority has put it entirely out of our power 
to ascertain the precise degree of credit that is due to it. There must have been 
some circumstances to give rise to such an univi?rsally received tradition; and if we 


* **Ncc'ar(Iiium ‘videbatur, cxBcindere coloniam nuIliM munimentis septam: quod ducibus nostris parum 
provisum erat, diim aiiiwnitati prius quani usui consulitur.'* — TaciiiUt Annal. lib. xiv. t 

f Ibi criit templum Claudii, arx triumplialis, ct imago Victoria^ dem." — Richard of Cirenceiter^ p. 122. 

X ISjf Tc Tots oWots ff^v Upait KOI ty rijs Ayf^ijs fioAurra jtXcrct twotovy, ivrA yap km rr/y yuerfy 
««' tfff^oy ainriv ircpcrrorara. — Dio, lib. Ixii. p, 704. 

§ ** Coh' waa a noblt; mon, & gret power haddc on honde, 

Krl be was of Colcbcstre bcrc in this londe, 

And Colcliestrc oftur ya name y clepud ys ich vnderstonde." 

Robert of Oloucester^e Chron. p. 82. 
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discard the details of the legend, we are not sufficiently authorized in depriving chap. i. 
Camulodunum of its connexion with the early history of Constantine and his 
parents.* 

On the decline of the Roman empire, her distant provinces were gradually more Final do- 
and more exposed to the attacks of the barbarians who dwelt on their borders. 

The northern borders of the province of Britain had long been subject to the it<»nans. 
ravages of the Piets and Scots; and the eastern coast was harassed by the piracies 
of the Saxons. ^For a time, however, the few Roman troops that were left in the island 
were sufficient to repress their incursions, and their success was only partial ; but 
when the reduced state of the empire rendered the presence of these few troops abso- 
lutely necessary at home, the Britons were left without a head to direct their 
endeavours to defend themselves, entirely exposed to the united force of their 
enemies. In 410, the Romans renounced their supremacy in Britain. During the 
reign of the third Valentinian, the Piets and Scots were defeated by the almost unex- 
pected presence of some Roman auxiliaries ; but, an 426, or 427, that people took 
their final leave of the island. 


CHAPTER II. 

GEOGRAPHY OF ESSEX ONDEa THE ROMANS. 

The earliest writer who gives us any topographical information relating to this Roman 
part of Britain is the geographer Ptolemy. His account relates chiefly to the coasts, *Sf 
and, though the system of geography ill his time was extremely incorrect, as what he 
says is curious, we shall here introduce it. 

* The following paragraph from Jthc Colchester Chronicle, apparently written Shout the beginning of the 
reign of Edward 111. is given by Morant (Hutory Cdchetter, p. a8),*and includes the history of Cocl and 
hia daughter. 

A. D. 

** 238! Coel Dux Colcestr* cepit regnare super Essex’ ct Hertford.* 

242. Helena filia Coelis nascitua in Colocestria. 

260. Constancius Dux Romanor’ in Hispaniis, Bijtanniam navigans, civitatem Colocestriam ohcedit triennio. 

264. Soluta est obsidio sponsacionc nuptiarum Htleno* filim Coelis. 

266. Conatantinus filius nascit* in Colocestria ex Helena adhuc concubina. 

288. Constaiitius cum Merrio Cesar appellat* Gailearum. 

290. Coel Dux Colcestr* oSciso Asclepiodoto^iranno, regn^it sup* totam Britanniam, sub tributum Romanor*. 

297. Coel Rex Britonum fortissimus obiit Colcestriae mense 2do. 

298. Constantius Colocestrie rediens de Galliia ^sponit de regno. 

299. Constantifis imperator obiit Eboraci anno imperii tui x i. 

303. Helena mortuo Constantio perpetuam vovit viduitatem. ** 

VOL. I. F 
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In enumerating, generally, the British tribes, he says, Kac avaroXncwnpoi irapa 
rnv 'l/af|v(rav cccrx^eiv T/oivoavrcC) cv ole iroXec KajicovSoXav, ica. ve. More 
to the east, at the estuary of Himensan,* are the Trinoantes, <where is the city 
Camudolan, 21^ 55^ 

And in describing this part of the coast, he proceeds from tlie Wash. 

Merapte ic.X. — ve. 70. “The estuary of the Metaris (the Wash), 

20«3(y— 55® 4(y.” 

ra/9|ovcvoti flroT. cic/3oXac, Ka. — ve. 7. ** The mouth of the river G^rrhyenus (Yar- 
mouth) 21®— 55® 2(y.” 

*0. “ The promontory, (at the mouth of the Stour) 21® 16' — 

55® 6V' 

EiSovpavia iror. eic|3oXai, k. <*. — ve. “ The mouth of the Idumania, (Blackwatcr) 
20® 10'— 55® /'t 

'lapiffffa — v8/X, “ The estuary of the Hiamissa; (Thames) 20® 30' — 

54® 30'." 

Kara St rovg Tpivoavrag vritroi timv aiSe. ToXiavig^ 1C7. — vS. 8. , K(c)oviiO(,*, 
v^troci — v8. A. “ And on the coast of the Trinoantes are these islands; Toliapis 
23® — 54® 15'. Coounus island 24® — 54® 30'.” 

The first of these is supposed to be Sheppey, and the latter Canvey Isle, but 
the numbers are evidently wrong. “ Coounus" (Horsley observes, Brit Rom. p. 368) 
“ is generally supposed to be the river island Canvey, within the Thames. Somewhat 
of affinity of name favours the conjecture, but Ptolemy places both this and Toliapis 
a good way off’ at sea. Guernsey und Jersey lie quite another way ; — and I see no 
isle off at sea whigh answers to the Coounos and 'foliapis of Ptolemy.” 
i, Among old writers we meet with several names of rivers, besides the Idumania or 
•Blaokwater, which belong to Essex. The Axius river, which is mentioned by the 
anonymous geographer of Ravenna, has been supposed by some to be the Chelmcr. j: 
Surius, or Sturiuj, was the Stour; and Tavus, or Taus, is supposed by Baxter to 
be the Granta, in the north of the county. 

In considering the interior ^condition of the district of the Trinobantes under the 
Romans, our attention is first called « to the roads. It is generally acknowledged, 
that at the time of the Roman invasion, the towns and districts of the natives were 
already connected by a numerous scries of ways, running across the island in different 
directions, thc> construction of which is attributed by old historians to the Britisli 
•kings. 


• * t. e. the mouth of the Thamcn. 

f Vdut in Ihritish, means black. Baxter, however, (OIoms. p. 139) says that Idumantjas is 7 deu mant iii, 
or, according to the mwern orthography, Ydheuvant wy^ that is, the mouth* qf the tworkere. 
t Chclincr, according to Baxter, is Kiltnor. a recess nf the sea. 
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** Fayre veycs monyon ther beth in Engolonde, 

Ac foure meet of alle ther beth ich vnderstonde, 

Tbat *the olde kyngea mad, wer Ihoru me may wende 
From the on ende of Engeland north to the other ende. 

From the south tilleth in to the north Ermingestret ; 

And from the est in to the west Ikenildstrete. 

From Douere in to Chestre telleth Watlingestrete, 

F^m south est in to north west, and that ys som ddl ^prete 
The ferthe is most of alle, that tilleth from Tottenais, 

From the on end Gomewayle anon to Catenays, 

Fro the north est in to south west in to Engelondes end : 

Fosse me cleputh thike wey, that by mony god town doth wende.” • 

• 

Of these British frack-ways or roads^ which were known to the Salons by the 
name of streets^t And the principal of which were the Icknield-street^ Ryknield- 
street, Ermyn-street, Ikeman-street^ the Fosse-way^ the Salt-way^ and the Watling* 
street,:]; several branches appear to have passed through different parts of Essex. 
Of these, one undoubtedly ran from Londinium, on the Thames, to the British 
capital of the Trinobantes, Camulodunum; and others, perhaps, led from this 
place through the north-western parts of the county, to the Iceni and Gassii. The 
former has been considered as a branch of the Watling-streel. The Roman invaders 
are supposed to have followed the course of the Watling- street in their progress from 
the coast towards London; and it is not improbable that this branch might lead 
them to Camulodunum. In several instances, British remains have been found in 
various parts of^Essex, in the neighbourhood of these roads. The great 4>arrows and 
camp at Danbury, w]|)ich have been ascribed to the Danes on very doubtfifl 
authority, were at no great distance from the road from London to Camulodunum,* 
where it passes Chelmsford; some have supposed th$ni^ to be British; and many 
celts and other weapons, undoubtedly British, have been dug up .in the vicinity. § 
There has been discovereef, in the neighbourhood ^of« the north-eastern roads, at 
Walden, a British cursus, and an ^ncient encampment, which appears also to be 
Britfeh. 


* Rol)crt of G1oucpBter*8 Chronicle. The conKtriv^tion of these roads is attributed by our early historians to 
a king whom they name Bellinus, and whom they nSike brother of Breiinus, the deatrojicr of Rome.. Duo 
fratres utcriiA fucrunt in hac terra, Belinus et Rrennus, qui oinnes terras usque Romani adquisierunt gladiis. 
Bclinus reversus est et oMinavit in regno vias ffosse et Watelingcstret et apud Belynesgatc sepultus est* 
MSS. Sloan. No. 1930, fol. t21. A fuller aedbunt of their 4>rVn is given by Gcoffirey of Monmouth, lib. iii. 
c. 1, 2, 3, &c. 

f Bede mentiona the British and Roman roads by the name of strat^t or streets. 

X The Norman# retained their four grand ways, which had been known to the Sofnonn under the names of 
Watling-street, Ikening, Fosse, and Ermin streets, and called them the four chemini majores, 

% Archieolog. vol. ix. ]f. 378? 
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BOOK I. The course of the old British road from Londinium to Camulodunum was adopted 
Stations, by the Romans, and appears to have been that on which all their principal towns in 
this county were situated. It is consecjuently that followed in the itineraries of 
Antoninus and of Richard of Cirencester. 

Antoninus. The fifth it^r of Antoninus is from Londinium to Luguvallium on the Wall, and 
passes through 

Coesaromago m. p. xxviii. 

Colonia — xxiv. 

Villa Fay&tini — xxxv. (a/, xxv.) 

Icianos — xviii. 

Camborico {Cambridge) — xxxv. 


In the ninth iter, which is from Venta Iccnorum (in Norfolk) to London, and in 
which he arrives at Camulodunum, or Colonia, by a difterent road, he reverses the 
order of the towns between Camulodunum and Londinium, and inserts several 
intermediate places, which he had not mentioned before. From Sitomagus he 
proceeds through 


Combretonio 


Ad Ansam 


Camuloduno 


Canonio 


Caesaromago 


Durolito 

, ^ , — xvi. 

Londinio 



The liame road was followed by Richard of Cirencester. In his third iter, from 
London to Lincoln, he lays down the following distances. 


Durosito : m«p. xii. 

Csesaro Magb — xvi. 

,,CaQonio ^ «, \ — xv. 

Camaloduno — viii. 

Ad Sturium amnem — vi. 


et finibuB Trinobantum'CenimaDnos advenis. 

« 

Durolituin; '• Camden imagined that Leyton (i^hich means the town on thfe Ley) might be the 
site of the Roman Durolitum, or Durbsitum, (which, in British, means the waters 
of the Ley) ; but this cannot be made to agree with the distance from Londinium 
given to Durblitum'^by the itineraries, which coincides much better with that of the 
situation given it by Stukeley, and the editor of Richards's work, near Romford. 
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Leyton, however, is situate on the vicinity of the road, and many Roman remains 
have been found about it. The ancient road is described by Mr. Lethieullier as 
running very near the modern road from London to Romford, near Wanstead; it 
crosses the forest, passes through my estate, [at Aldersbrook] and pushes for the 
passage across the river Roden, now called Ilford, though two stone Jbridges have, 
in more modem times, been built there.” “ That this side of our extensive forest, 
perhaps for a mile or two in width, was very dhrly grubbed of its wood, and converted 
into culture and habitations, seems to admit of no dispute.” In 1715, a Roman 
pavement was discovered in Wanstead Park; and many urns, &c. were afterwards 
found near it.* Antiquities have also been found at Barking, on the opposite side 
of the road ; and Lysons thinks that they denote the site of a Roman town.f 

From Romford (Duroliium) the road passes by Weald Hall, where there is a 
Roman camp, to Chelmsford. Antiquities have been discovered at Brentwood, on 
this road. Chelmsford, or Writtle, in its immediate rfeighbourhood, appears to have 
been the site of Caesaromagus, and corresponds frith the distance from Durolitum, 
given it by the itineraries.:^ From Chelmsford the road passed on to Witliani, 
where it crossed the river, and proceeded to Caunonium, or Canonium, Roman 
antiquities have also been found in the bed oftheWitham river, consisting of a shield, 
swords, and other articlcs.§ The situation of Canonium is very uncertain. The 
translator of Richard of Cirencester places it to the east of Kelvedon ; whilst all 
older antiquaries placed it at Coggeshall, which would agree very well with its 
distance from Ciesaromagus in the itineraries (for we must doubtlessly read xv in 
Antoninus), but it does not appear to agree welh with the direction of the road.|| As 
the road approaches Lexdeii and Colchestbr, Ve find the name^preseryed in that of 
Stanway. Sir«R. C. Hoare and Mr. Leman were ^ of opinion that the ancient British, 
capital of the Trinobarttes was at Leaden, adjoining to Colchester, where are very 
considerable earthen-works still visible, which bear a British character. The old 
chroniclers, instead of deducing the Saxon name, ColAc^aster, or^ Colunceaster, from 
the river Colne, derive it fipm Coel, whose daughter, Helen, th^y assert, surrounded 
both it and London with walls.H 

From Camulodunum towards thS north, «we find, from the kineraries, that two 

* Arclueolog. vol. i. p. 73, 74. • f Lysons* Environs, vol. iv. p. 58. 

% There can be no doubt, that in the distance, from London to Durolitum, in Antoninus's ninth iter., wc 
ought to read xii (instead of xv.) as in Richards's iter.; because 12 added to 16, the distance to (%csasomagus 

in Antoniniti's ninth, make 28, which agrees with tlie distance from London to Csesaromagus in his tifth iter. 

§ Gentleman's Mag. vcA xevi. part iL p. 163, 259. * * § 

II Baxter {Gloit, p. 73) f^ives the followiil^ derivation ^f^ts name. **Dcductuni hoc nomcn videtiir de 
CaUn sive CoAnoa, arafidmes, et /A, andis vcl Jlumeitf ut sit solutd scripium vel Caiinon iu, vel certd Caun an lii, 
Canna scilicet siye arundinesfiuminit** 

^ Sancta Hel«na civitatem Londoniarum ac Colccstriam mmnibus circumcinxit, A Rossi, dlist. reruni Angl. 
p. 51. He says that its British name was KaSr Colini, Ranulphus Higden {Cnron, p. 197) calls il Catr- 
golden* 
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roads branched outj one leading to Combretonium, the other to Camboricum. The 
first crossed the Stour, or Ansa, according to Richard of Cirencester and Antoninus, 
six miles from Camulodunum, and passed through the district of the Cenimanni. 
The road to Camboricum, or Cambridge, passed through Villa Faystini and 
Iciani. 'Fhe site of Villa Faystini is generally placed at Dunmow; so that the 
route pursued by Antoninus is manifestly the military road from Camulodunum to 
Vcrulamium, or St. Alban’s, which app^^ars to have sent off a branch from Dunmow 
to Camboricum. This branch was probably joined by the great road from London 
to Norfolk ; which passed, according to Salmon, from Leyton, through Hornsey 
Lane, over Enfield Chase and Northall Common to Hertford;” and afterwards 
passed through part of Essex, by Strethall, and through Cambridgeshire. Iciani is 
supposed by Horsley, with much probability,* to be Chesterford. Dr. Gale says 
expressly, that Walden is seated on two military ways, the one going northward and 
the other towards the east. “ I am |>ersuaded,” Horsley says, *^‘that if any military 
way has gone eastward from Walden, the course of it has been towards Dunmow. 
'file camps not far from Walden, and the golden coin of Claudius, and \\\q patera 
found at Sterbury Hill, may easily be accounted for, by supposing a military way in 
the ncighbourliood.” * Many Roman antiquities have been found at Chesterford ; 
and the military way at Gogmagog Hills, is, he says, very visibly pointing towards 
it. At Ring Hill, near Audley End, there is a Roman camp, near a military way 
which is traced to Chesterford. The way from Vcrulamium, which this road joined 
at Dunmow, is, according to Horsley, the best supported in the comity. It may be 
traced througli Stortford, Dunmow, Braintree, Coggeshall, and Stanway, where 
it appears to coincide witli that from London to Colchester. Mr. Drake saw several 
Rpinan antiquities that had been found at Dunmow; such as a gold coin of Honorius, 
several brass coins of Commodus, and a large parcel of Roman denarii, found in 
part of Lord Maynard’s estate. “ From Dunmow to Colchester^” Camden says, 
“ is a direct road, wherein are still to be seen, in some places, the remains of an old 
Roman way, called Urn Street, In an old perambulation qf the forest, in the reign of 
King John, it is said to be bounded on the north .w/per stratum ducentem a Dunmow 
versus Colccstriam,^ Hard by, near Little Canfxield, are two ancient fortifications, 
both defended by deep ditches; one of which is. called at this day Casthyard," At 
Braintree have been discovered many antic^uities, as well as at Black Notley, 
Rocking,* and o*bcr places in its neighboui^ood ; and a great number of Roman 
coins were found near the road, w'herc it separates Booking from^ Braintrccif Near 
Coggeshal, a Roman burial place, and several uriu, were discovered. 

There was also a more direct road from Camulodunum to Camboricum. From 
Camulodunufn^^ or (^olchester,” a writer in the Gentleman’s Magazine observes, J 

* Horsek-y, Brit, lloiu. j). 429. f Gi-iil. Mag. vol. xcviii. parti, p. 163, 104. t parti, p. 364. 


411111. 
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this road proceedsi obscurely to be sure, from the high stale of cultivation in r:iiAR n. 
which that part of Essex has been for so many years, by Colne, Siblc Iledingham, 

(where I once saw some remains of it) Yeldham, Ridgewell, and Haverhill, to 
Horseheath; whence it runs, quite visible, and still very high raised, over the open 
country, and crossing Ikenield-street, continues straight to Gogmagog Hills; where, 
throwing oiT a branch by Grantchestcr to Sandby, ( SaUme ) it descends into the 
valley to Camboricumy or Cambridge, a statjpn placed on the north side of the Cam, 
and covering* nearly all the ground from the river to the turnpike-gate going to 
Huntingdon.’* Along the whole line of this road, antiquities, in great abundance, 
have at various times been discovered. On the 28th of June, 1800, a labourer 
making a ditch at the bottom of Red Barnficld, belonging to Bradfield farm, in the 
parish of Toppqsficld, about two miles to the south of the road, discovered a skeleton 
with a sword-blade lying across its breast. A metal vase and*patera, with several 
elegant little cups .of Samian ware, were also found, one having an* ornamented 
border.* A few rods to the south of Bathorne Bridge, in the parish of Birdbrook, 
several human skeletons were taken up in 1798 by a labourer stubbing gravel for the 
turnpike road.f Near the village of Ridgwell, a Homan villa was found in 1794, of 
which a plan is given in the fourteenth volume of the Archaeologia, Plenty of coins, uijlrw! ]). 
tiles, tesserai, &c., have been dug up at various {leriods. It is in ‘^a situation very 
inviting, being upon an eminence that commands a very extensive prospect, and 
might with propriety be looked upon as an exploratory fort of the Romans.” It is 
forty-four rods from the ancient road, in a field called Great Ashley, and resembles 
the villa found at Mansfield-wood-housc, in JTottinghamshire. ^‘This may, witli 
equal propriety, be called the villa urbana, a^ I have reason to suppose the villa 
rustica is a little lower in the field.” At the east end of the villa was found a roo^ 
supported by short pillars, which was undoubtedly *a hypocaust. A burial place was 
found by the side of the road, with *some urns* skeletons, &c. At about halfway 
between Bathoriib End and Sturmere arc traces of a^oamp, or station, by tlie turn- 
pike road by Watsoc Bridge, but much defaced. The burial .j^t>und appertaining 
to it, containing skeletons, urns, coins, &c. was fountk iif the north-west corner of th^ 
field, now called Stulps, behind the thirteenth milestone from Halstead to Haverhill. 

In another field, in the parish of Wixoe, many coins* w'cro dug up, two of them 
bearing the names of Neao and FI.* Julius Constams. In Ford Meadow also in the 
parish of Sturmere, many coins of the ipwer empire were found ; aqd alsojn i\ field 
called MiUficld, a little to the right of the military way, were discovered, in 1788, several 
gold coins, rcsembliftg those ascribed in Camden to Boadicea. At about a quartrt" 
of a mile from Ford^leadow, in«a field adjoiniiig the turnpike road, is a large tumulus. 

* Archficolog. vol. xiv. p. 24. 

t Archipolog. vol. xiv. p. 62. Mr. Gale, in a letter to Mr. Warburton, says, “ hf never knew the appelJa- 
tion of Thom without {^station near at hand.” 
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Another burial ground was also discovered in a field near Meldham Bridge, called 
Broad Meadow, on the left of the turnpike road from Haverhill to Withersfield, 

The northern part of the county is also visited by the Ikening-street, which, accord- 
ing to Dr. Salmon, passes Hadstock, leading, as he presumes, from the Land's End 
to the coast of Essex. “ It is allowed by every writer, that this, one of the Norman 
chemini majores^ passes the Thames. Indeed, they are not agreed upon the place, 
which most probably is Wallingford, ^ut all admit that it comes by the Chiltcrn, 
near Tring,in Hertfordsliire, to Dunstable, Ickleford, where it gives name, Willbury 
hills, Baldock, and Royston. If we will keep the direction, wc must follow it to 
Icaldon, in Cambridgeshire, then hither, (to Hadstock), and by Linton to Haverhill, 
whence it points to the coast of Essex. If I follow the coast of Irmin-street, as I 
have described it from Chichester, in Sussex, {Return of Antoninus), through London 
to Hertford, Braughing, Barkway, Haydon, Strcthall, Littlebury, and Waldon, it 
points to Castle Camps, in CaQibridgeshire. If we go on with this direction, it will 
bring us to Haverhill, one part, of which is in Essex, thence by Iklingham, in 
Suffolk, by Casster upon Wenfar to Yannouth, or Burgh, in its neighbourhood.”* 

Besides these principal roads, several branches have been discovered in different 
parts, serving, perhaps, as connexions with stations not situate on the main road. 
There are traces of a Roman encampment at Harwich, and tesselated pavements, 
with other remains of antiquity, have been found there ; the road leading to the 
town is called the street^ and probably was the line of communication with Camu- 
lodunum. In the Pentingcrian tables, where this part of the inland is represented, a 
branch appears to be thrown off from the main road to the southern coast, perhaps to 
Canvy Isle, Tilbury, or some place pi the mouth of the Thames ; probably it may 
be identified with the military way that has been traced by Billericay, pointing towards 
Cfngar. Roman antiquities have been found at Shoebury,^on the southern part of 
the Essex coast. Traces of another road are found from Plesby to Chelmsford. 

At the time the Notitia werq made, the Roman forces in this islandVere all crowded 
to the Wall to repress the irruptions of the Piets, or stationed on the eastern coast, 
whence they were soon aftenva^ds removed to the continent. In these Notitia men- 
tion is made, as under the governor of die. S^xon coast, of the commander of a 
detachment of Fortenses at Othona.f This town is supposed to be the same as^hat 
known to the Saxons under the name of Ythanceaster,^ at the mouth of the Pent, or 
Blackwater, which is now swallowed up by the encroachments of the sea. 

• Salmon's History of Ksspx. 

f “ Sub diapositionc viri spectabilis comitis littofis Saxonici per Britanniam. <PraposUui numeri Fortensium 
Othotttr.'* 

\ Lie derives the Saxon name from ytha’f a wave, or from hy(ht a port, and supposes its situation to have 
been near St. Pet.'r's onv'thc Wall. Perba|)$, however, Ithan, or Yihm^ may be no more th&n a corruption of 
its Roman name Otbona. Baxter says that its name Othoiia is oi ovon, i.e. on the hank the river, — Gloee, p. 100. 
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CHAPTER III. 

ESSEX UNDER THE SAXONS. 

After thc« final departure of the Romans, the Britons were restored to their 
fprmer liberty, but the same dissensions which had contributed to their subjection 
before, again exposed them to the attacks of other enemies. That their ill-success 
in opposing the hostilities of the Pictish invaders from the north was not entirely the 
result of physical weakness, is evident from the long and obstinate struggle which 
they afterwards maintained against the Saxons. In the old chroniclers we may trace 
the traditionary records of the agency and effect of sanguinary and continued internal 
dissension; we may learn that the British princes and their partizans were not less 
enemies to each other than to the Piets or Scots; and, to use the words of Gildas, 
that the country, though weak against its foreign enemies, was brave and unconquer- 
able In civil warfare. Kings were appointed, but not by God ; they who were more 
cruel than the rest attained to the highest dignity.” The whole tenor of the history 
shows, that the Saxons were called into the island by a party, and that from the first 
they considered Piet and Briton as ecpially their foe. 

Of the Saxons who settled in this island there were three principal branches, the 
pure Saxons, or old Saxons, the Gotes, or Jutes, and the Angles.* The Jules 
occupied Kent and part of Wessex. The Angles were settled in the districts known 
by the names .of East Anglia, Middle Anglia, Mercia, and all the country to ^hc 
north of the Humber.* The pure Saxons were separated into three states, tli^ l^ast 
Saxons, the South Saxons, and the West Saxons. The latter held Surrey, part of 
Hampshire, Berkshife, Wilts, Dorset, Somerset, Devoif, imd part of Cornwall. The 
South Saxons peopled Siy?sex, and the possessions of the Easit Saxons included 
Essex, Middlesex, and part of Hertfordshire, bordering westward on the territory 
occupied by the Mercians, and to riie nortl^n the East Angles Salmon imagines 
that the kingdoms of the East Saxons and the Mercians were separated in the upper 
part of the county of Hdtford by the Ermin-strecl, and in the lotver part, in the 
parish of Cheshunt, by a bank, “ whic^ anciently reached from Mi^ldlesex tlp’otigh 
TheobalcVs Park, across GofTe’s Lane, to Thundcrficld Grove, over Beaumont Green, 
to Nine Acres WooS^”f Gn the jiortli, the saRUC natural boundaries were j)robab^^ 
preserved, which liad, under die Romans, se|mrated this district from the Cassii. 

“Op Oal'o-Seaxuin, op Aii^luni, op Covum .’* — Saxmi Chrof. p. 14 .• 
f History of Ilerifonl, p. -i-. 
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From the kingdom of Kent it was separated by the Thames, and it included the city 
of London, whicli was considered a.s its capital, and was tlien celebrated for its 
increasing commerce.* Londinium was always considered by the Romans as being 
properly one of the cities of the Trinobantes. 

The country to the north of the Thames had been extorted from Vortigern by 
liengist; and as it was nearly deserted by its inhabitants, it was distributed 
among the Saxons and Angles, who rosp about the same period into the two inde- 
pendent kingdoms of tlic East Angles and the East Saxons. The first king of the 
latter was Erkwiii, or Erehenwin, who boasted of being the ninth in descent from 
Woden ;f and after a long, and perhaps a peaceable reign, he was succeeded by his 
son Sledda. The annals of the East Saxon kingdom are barren of incidents ; they 
occupied a part of the island too remote to be engaged in border, wars with the 
natives ; their dependence on Kent was perhaps a defence against the ambition of 
their neighbours ; and their o\vrn crimes were probably not sufficient to make them 
famous. They appear, however, in monastic history, as standing among the first of 
the Anglo Saxons who embraced the faith of Christ. 

Saberct, or Sabryht, as were probably his two predecessors, was placed on the 
throne of the East Saxons by his uncle P^thelbert, king of Kent.]; Ethelbert was 
the first of the English kings who received baptism, and his influence and example 
made a convert of liis kinsman. The monk Mellitus, whom Augustine! had raised to 
the sec of London, was received as the bishop of the East Saxons ; § the first founda- 
tion of the cathedral of St. Paul was laid, and of the abbey of Thorney, which after- 
wards received the name of Wcstmiiister, where Siibcrct and his queen TEthelgoda 
were buried. On Saberct’s deatli in t>lfi, he was succeeded by his three eons, 
Sexrcd, Sewafd, and Sigebert, 

i>aberct, the reigning prince, had received, with respect, the Abbot Mellitus, and 
had given him every encouragement to preside in his metropolis. “ But the prospect 
of the missionary closed with the death of his patron. The three sons of Saberct, 
who were still attached to the worship of their ancestors, bursting into the cliurch 
during the time of sacrifice,, demanded a portion of the consecrated bread 
wliich Mellitus was distributing to thc^’ people., The bishop (he had been lately 
invested w'ith the episcopal dignity) dared to refuse ; and banishment was tlie coitse- 
quence of his refusal. He joined his brethren in Kent ; but they were involved in 
equal diffipulties. After the death of Berth?, Ethelbert had married a second wife. 
11 is son Eadbald was captivated with her youth and beauty ; at his accession to the 


* “ ('Ivitas inagna, multorum terra et ponto venientium refugium p6pulorum .” — Chranicim Johannis Bromp- 
/on, p. Tl-I. t Ibid. p. 74-3. % Saxun Chron. p. 29. 

§ "‘Anno vcciiii; Orienl[4los SaxoncR fidem Christi percipiunt sub rege ' Saber lito antistate Mcllito.*’ — 
Chronica Moimst, de Pipweil^ inter MSS. Jlarl. Cod. 621', fol. 20. 



UNDER THE SAXONS. 43 

throne he took her to his bed ; and when the missionaries ventured to remonstrate, 
abandoned a religion which forbade the gratification of his passion. Disheartened 
by so many misfortunes, Mellitus, with Justus of Rochester, retired into Gaul. 
Laurentius, the successor of St. Augustine, had determined to follow their example ; 
but spent the night before his intended departure in the church of St. Peter. At 
break of day he repaired to the palace ; discovered to the king the marks of stripes 
on his shoulders ; and assured him, that they had been inflicted by the hands of the 
apostle as the»rcward of his cowardice. Eadbald was astonished and confounded, 
lie expressed his willingness to remove the causes of discontent; dismissed his 
father’s widow from his bed ; and recalled his fugitive bishops. His subsequent con- 
duct proved the sincerity of his conversion ; and Christianity, supported by his influ- 
ence, soon assigned an ascendancy which it evc^r after maintained.” 

The sons of Saberct were succeeded by Sigebriht, or Sigebert, surnamed the 
Good, when the Ea'^^t Saxons again returned to the faith of their Redeeriler. Sigebert 
himself was baptised by Finian, bishop of Lindisfiirne, at a village in Northumber- 
land, called Ad Murum^ twelve miles from the eastern coast. C’eadda w'as deputed 
from the neighbouring kingdom of Mercia, to preside as bishop over the Eastern 
Saxons; and he is celebrated for the number of converts whom he baptised at 
Ythanceaster, on tlie banks of the Pent, and at Tilaburgh, on the Thames. The 
anger of the pious bishop was roused by the incestuous marriage of a Saxon noble, 
and he was expelled from the communion and protection of the church. The king, 
despising, or unacquainted with, the excommunications which the bishop had issued 
against his subject, was guilty of entering the dwlling and partaking of the hospitality 
of the offending chief. Repenting of his imprudence, he solicitcd^pardon at the feet of 
Ceadda ; but the bishop would only deign to utter a prophetic threat oi punishimj^it. 
Sigebert was slain befieath the same roof under which he had first offended ; the 
assassin was the chief at whose invitation he had entered it. The throne of the 
East Saxons was afterwards occupied by Swythclyn, nvlio was baptised by Ceadda at 
Redlisham, in the kingdon^ of East Anglia, bis godfather being-Adclwold, tlic king of 
the East Angles. f 

Swythclyn was succeeded by ScM)i and ^ighere, and^the latter^ dying in 683, Sebbi 
became sole king of the East Saxoqs, and w^as distinguished for his piety and justice. 
Under the reign of these princes, the bishop of London 'was the celebrated St. 
Erkenwald, who, at the earnest desiit of his sister Ethelburgha, founded,, about 
A. I). 67f), the abbey of Barking, making Ethelburgha its first abbess. Erkenwald 
was nearly allied to Uie Saxon monarchs. IJ^was the great grandson of Uffa, aftd 
the second son of Anna, the 'seventh king of the East Angles. Monastic writers 

* Liiigiird's Aiuiiiiiitios of the Aiip^lo-Saxon Chiirdi, vol. i. /. 20. 

4. (!hrgnic'on Johannis Urompton, p. 744. 
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speak highly of his piety and zeal in the discharge of his episcopal duties, and tell us 
that when he was grown weak with age, he was carried about in a litter through his 
diocese, constantly teaching and instructing the people, till his death, in 685, which 
happened whilst he was on a visit to his sister Ethelburglia, at Barking. After a reign 
of thirty years, Sebbi exchanged his sceptre for a cloister, and retired as a monk 
to London, where, after his death, he was buried in St. Paul's. He was succeeded by 
his sons Sigehard and Swefred. 

In the time of Sebbi the kingdom of the East Saxons had been sq reduced as to 
be in a great measure subject to Mercia, which was at that period ruled by Wulpher.* 
Within a few years after, however, it had risen to considerable power, whicli is said to 
have extended over the whole kingdom of the East Angles, so that the kingdom of the 
East Saxons included the whole of the counties of Essex, Middlesex, Suffolk, Norfolk, 
Hertford, Cambridge,* and part of that of Bedford.f 

Otfa, the shn of Sighere, and successor of Sigehard and Swefri^d, visited the court 
of Conred, king of Mercia, for the purpose of marrying Ccnred*s aunt, Ceneswida, the 
daughter of Penda. But the princess, wdio w^as a lady of great piety, prevailed on 
both her nephew and her lover to embrace a monastic life. Offa and Cenred, in 
company with St. Egwine, afterw'ards made a pilgrimage to Rome. After the depar- 
ture of Offa, wc find but very few historical incidents that relate to Essex, until the 
time that Edinund, who was related to Offa, came from Germany, and was crowned, 
at Bury, king both of the East Saxons and of East Anglia4 

In 828 the kingdom of the East Saxons, together wdth Kent) Surrey, and Sussex, 

wprp Kiiliipptnd In E<Tbribl-.& 
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The Saxons, who had gained a settlement in this island bjr treachery, and had main- 
tained tluynsclvcf? in it by cruelty, became e*xposed to the attacks of an < nemy not 

* “ Si'bbi rex Orient. Sax. et ipse quodanimodo W'ulphero 8ubjcctus.” — Leland, Cdtkctan. toin. i. p. 4, 5. 

f “ Hex auteni Kstsaxiac tenuit ct occupavit kfsrsaxium, Midhclsaxiam, Southf^lchiain, Northfolchiam, ct 
comi talus Hertfordia*, Caiitebridgii^) ct Medietatem Bedefordia*.’’ ^ Chrm, Jolum. Brompton, col. 800. 
(ap. Twisden.) 

} Cbroii. Johan* Brompl^ni, col. 745. Some writers speak of two other kings wlio succeeded Offa, Sclred 
and Suthred, but nothing appears to he known of them. § Saxon Chrpn. p. 70. 
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inferior in the former, and far exceeding them in the latter. The first visit of the (MIAP. 
Danes to England is placed by the Saxon Chronicle in the year 787, during the reign 
of Beorhtric, king of the West Saxons, who married Eadburga, the daughter of Offa. 

In 798 they repeated their visit ; and arriving in greater numbers, laid waste the isle 
of Lindisfarne, burnt and plundered its monastery, and murdered the monks. Their 
coming was preceded by dreadful portents, such as unusual storms, iiery dragons 
appearing in the heavens, and universal faminoi* The following year they continued 
tlieir ravaijes. 

Hitherto, the excursions of the Danes had been confined to the northern coast; 
but in 83$^, tliey appeared at the mouth of the Thames, and laid waste the isle of 
Sheppey, and the parts adjacent.f Another party landed at Chaniiouth, in Dorset- 
shire, the following year, and defeated the forces led against them by Egbriht. In 
835 they landed on the western coast of the island, and joined the Britons, but their 
combined army wa3 beat by Egbriht, at Hengest-dunc, or Hengston Hill, in 
Cornwall. 

During the time that the different states of the Heptarchy were joined together 
under the power of the West Saxon king, Egbriht, tlic Danes had been able to make 
no permanent settlement ; but after his death the kingdom was again divided, and 
ruled in succession by several feeble kings. Ethelwulf, the son of Egbriht, sue- A. D. 8;W). 
ceeded his father in the kingdom of Wessex; and Kent, Essex, Surrey* and Sussex 
were given to Ethelstan.]: Ethelwulf was succeeded by Eihelbald, Ethelbriht, 

Ethclred, and Alfred. * In 838, and the following years, the Danes overrun the whole 
of East Anglia and Kent, burning and destroying wherever they came. In 851 they 
were defeated by EthelsUin, the king of Essex and Kent, at Sandwich; but the same 
year a fresh })ar4y wintered at Thanet, and were joined by a fleet of three hundred shi^s 
from Denmark. They landed in Kent, took Canterbury and London, and werq pro- 
ceeding into Surrey, when they were met and defeated by Ethelwulf and his son 
Ethelhakl, at Oakley.* On the death of Ethelwulf, Eth«?lbald, who was tlie father of 
Alfred, succeeded to the q’own of the West Saxons ; and his« f)fotIier, Ethelbriht, 
about the same time succeeded Ethelstaii in the comhinrd'kingdom of the East Saxons^ 

Kent, Surrey, and the South Saxons. •Ethelwajd dying in 680, Ethejbriht joined Essex, 

Kent, Suss(‘x, and Surrey to the k^gdom of the West Saxons, to which he suc- 
ceeded. During the reign of these princes, the Danes invaded England in great 
numbers. The cause of their coming is tjius told in one of the old chrpniclcsi D.uring 
the reign T)f Etlielbalcl in Wessex, Northumberland was ruled by two kings, Osbrith 
and Ella, the former iiesicling at York. As Osbrith was passing through a wood with 
some of his attendants, he came to the dwelling of one of his nobles, wliose name was 

* Saxon rhron. p. 64, 05. Simeon Dunel. Hist, de Gest. Reg. Anjjl/p. 112.* 

t Saxon iwUroii, p. 72. Robert of Gloucester, p, 259. J Ibid. p. 76. 
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great beauty, received the king with the most noble hospitality. Osbrith was smitten 
by her beauty ; after dinner he confessed to her his passion ; and when he found 
that she was as virtuous as beautiful, he extorted by force what he was unable to 
obtain by persuasion. When Bruern returned, and learnt from his lady tlie dis- 
honour which had been done to her, not being of himself sufficiently powerful to 
revenge it, he took the first opportunity^ of repairing to Denmark, where he instigated 
Codrinus, the Danish king, to the invasion of the territory of Osbrith^ Codrinus was 
glad of an excuse for invading England ; an army was immediately raised, and placed 
under the command of Inguar and Ilubba, who landed in Northumberland.* Another 
cause of tlie invasion by Inguar and Ilubba, is said to have been the death of their 
father, who was shipwrecked on the coast of the East Angles, and afterwards slain by 
some of the natives,* 


liiv.'isiim of III 8(>f> the two brothers wintered among the East Angles, wlio made peace with 

ICastAngliu , ^ ^ » i 

hy t»u- tliern. 1 he next year they sailed for the mouth of the Humber, and laid waste the 

r).m<s. country witli fire and sword till they arrived at York, where Osbrith met them, and 

was defeated and slain. Ella was also slain, with a vast number of his countrymen, 
in opposing the invaders. Having completed the subjugation of Northumberland, 
they entered ^Mercia, and wintered, in 8(18, at Nottingham. * The following year they 
returned to York; but, in 870, they passed tlirough Mercia into East Anglia, and 
wintered at I'hetford, where, according to old lustorians of Essex, they wctc opposed 
by Edmund, the king of the East Angles. The army of Fidmund was entirely 
destroyed, and himself being taken, was fiistened to a tree, his hotly pierced witli 
arrows, and finally, being beheaded, his head was thrown into a w^ood, then called 
^Ifalesdon. It was afterwards miraculously discovered by liis friends, and joined to 
the body, and after having been buried many years, was found to have grown fast to 
it, a narrow line of red only remaining to show the place where it had been severed. 
After the death of Edmund, his kingdom was overrun and entirely subjugated by the 
Danes, wdio destroyed the monasteries, and among the rest the abbey of Barking, in 
Essex, wliere they slew or disjHMsed all the nuns. This part of the island became 
from this time the rhief settlement of the Dan(^.^ in England; and the first Danish 
king who governed East Anglia and Essex was (iodrum, or Guthrum.t 

From their settlement in East Anglia, the Danes invaded the kingdoms of the 
West Sa.^ons, and other parts of the island^; and although their progress was obsti- 
nately disputed by Ethelred, on the death of that king, they |jad already subdued 
Allred. Mcrcia and Northumberland, and hl.s** successor Aifred was, witbin a few years alter, 
A. 1). i. to seek refuge, with a small body of companions, in the recesses of the 

woods, and in the strong-holds among the mountains. In 875, the Danish army, 

• Johan. Broiiipron, Chronicoii, coll. 802, 803. f Ibid. col. 803— 807, Sa 3 :jn Chron. p. 78-80. 
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under (jodrum, and two other chiefs, Oscytel an4 Anwind, wintered at Grantcbridge, cn A \\ 
or Cambridge, in East Anglia.* 

In 878, by a series of fortunate engugements, Alfred reduced the Danisli invaders (luthrum 
in the south to the necessity of leaving the kingdom ; and shortly after Godrum, or oFeL'i 
G uthruni, with thirty of liis nobles, yielded to Alfred, was baptised at Westminster, 
and made king of the district of East Anglia and Essex, which was ahnost entirely 
peo])led by Danes, but at the same time was cqpstrained to acknowledge the supreme 
sovereignty of Alfred. The foreign Danes, however, still, from time to time, con- 
tinued to lAake descents on the coasts, and their brethren in the East Anglian king- 
dom showed but too much readiness to join them. They were defeated by the Defeat of 
vigilance of Alfred in their attempt upon Kent, llis licet sailed in 885 along the 
coast of Essex ; at the mouth of the Stour it encountered an armament of sixteen of 

the Stour. 

Danish ships, which were all taken, and their crewa slain. In 8JX), Godrum, wlio at A. D. ss.5. 
his baptism had received the surname of Ethclstan, 4^ed in his kingdom of East 
Anglia.f 

The Danes still continued their incursions. The oath of allegiance was from lime to 
time extorted by Alfred from the East Anglians ; but no sooner were they delivered 
from the immediate presence of the king, than they again commenced their ravages, 
and joined with every new invader. In 894, they crossed the Thames, and spread 
over the south-eastern part of the island. Other parties at the same time invaded 
Wessex. The king, not being able to bring the whole of the Danish forces to an 
engagement, as they were spread in parties, and always took care to avoid him, 
encamped his army in a strong situation betwcey the two principal Danish camps, 
so that he might at the same time observe Ijoth, as well as prevent their con- 
junction. AlfrccJ divided his army into two parts, one always *remaiiling in the 
camp, the other scouring ^he country to destroy the Danes who might be found spread 
about in plundering parties. By these precautions the Danes were com|>elled to 
retreat, and with all the plunder they could collect, pr(ipared to cross the Thames, nanos A*- 
and return into Ivssex ; but the king, aware of their intention, atjabked and defeated 
them at Farnham, in Surrey, retook the whole of the, plunder which they had col- 
lected, and pursued them over the Xl^J^nies to the banks of the Colne, where they 
took liheUer in an island, with their king, who was wounded in the battle. In this 
situation they were besieged*by Alfred, till he was called away to defend the coast of 
Devon against the fleet which had bccji sent thither by the East Anglifyis and 
Northumbmns. 

In the mean time Hastings, had Janded with a considerable body of# 

foreign Danes at Middleton, and* being joined iJy another large body wdio had landed 


♦ Saxon C'hron. j). 83. > 

t Ibid. Simeon Duneliii, Hint. Uc Gust. Reg. Anglia.*, p. loO. 
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at Applcdore, in Kent, he proceeded to Beamfleet, (South Bcnfleet, in Essex), 
where lie threw up strong fortifications. The Danes were tliere, however, defeated 
by Alfred ’s army, their fortifications destroyed, and their plunder, with their wives and 
children, as well as all their ships that were not sunk or burnt, ttiken and carried to 
London. 

Whilst the king was engaged in the defence of Devonshire, the Danes assembled 
at Shoebury, on the Essex coast, where they were joined by the East Anglians and 
the Northumbrians, and built there a fortress. From thence they proceeded up the 
Thames till they arrived at the Severn, and were advancing along the banks of that 
river, wlien they were overtaken and defeated in their fortifications at Butdigingtune, 
a place supposed to have been somewhere near Welshpool, by the Saxons, Jind all 
who escaped fled to their strong-holds in Essex. They there collected a large army, 
left their plunder, 'with their wives and ships, in East Anglia, and again invaded the 
western provinces of the island. I'hey had strongly fortified themselves in Lega- 
ceaster, or CJioster, wdiere they \.’ere besieged by the English army, and were reduced 
to the necessity of feeding upon their horses. From Chester they overrun North 
Wales, and from thence escaped through Northumberland into East Anglia, returning 
to their brethren in Essex, where they fortified themselve.s in the island of Mersey. 
From thence they took shipping and sailed up the Thames, and drew their ships 
up the Liga, or Lee, where they raised a fortress on the bank of that river, according 
to tl)C Saxon Chronicle, about twenty miles from London. The Londoners went out 
and attempted to destroy the Danish fortifications, but were driven back. Alfred 
encamped his army between London and the river, and by building a fort on each 
side of the stream, where it was difficult to pass, hindered the possibility of the Danes 
getting away in their shi])s. When the latter saw that they could not get their ships 
away, they left them, and proceeded to Cwatbriege, suppose d to be near Bridgnorth, 
on the banks of the Severn, where they built a fort. Whilst Alfred pursued the 
Danes, the citizens of Loruiefa took their ships, and brought them to TiOndon. After 
having wintered" at* Cwatbriege, they appear to have retimed to East Anglia, which, 
.,in conse(|uence of a pestilential disease that raged in the island, they left in 897, and 
made a descent qii France. The pestilence ‘proved fatal to many of the English 
nobles, and among the rest we find mention of^ Beorhtulf, ealdor-man, or governor of 
Essex.* 

The king, after the departure of the Danes, caused a number of long galleys to be 
, built, to prevent their return; and in attempting to effect a landing, nuiny Danish 
‘ships were, from time to time, destiuyed or taken by them, their crews being either 
§lain in the fight, or afterwards hung. The Danes in East Anglia and Essex again 


• Saxon Cliroii. j). U‘2 — 97. 
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were reduced to swear fealty to Alfred, who died in 901, and was succeeded by hi^ 
son Edward. 

On the accession of l^dward, his rijjht to the crown was disputed by Elhelwald, 
who raised an army, and was joined by the Danes in Essex and East Anglia in the 
invasion of Mercia and Wessex. 15ut die war was terminated by the death of Ethel- 
wald, and the Danes acknowledged Edward and returned home. 

The continual hostilities of his Danish subjects induced Edward to determine on 
reducing them to a more entire subjection. In he entered Essex with a con- 
siderable* army. About the time of Martinmas he built the? northern castle at Hert- 
ford, between the Lea and two streams, then called the Memera and Benofica. 
Shortly after part of his army erected another fortification at Hertford, on the south 
of the Lea.* In the mean time, having subdued the greater part of Essex, the king 
encamped at Ma^dduiie, or Maldon, and built the castle at Witlyim. 

The Danes, how^jver, do not appear to have remained long quiet ; and, in 9^30, we 
again find Edward at Maldon, building and fortifying Witham. In 9;H, taking 
advantages of a descent made in another part by their brethren, the East Anglian 
Danes left their fortifications at Huntingdon, and entrenched themselves at Temsford, 
from whence they jiroceedcd to Bedford, but won* beat back by the citizens. Another 
army of East Anglian Danes crossed Mercia and besieged Wigmorc, (M'igingarncre), 
in Herefordshire, the castle of which had been built by Edw^ard the jiame }car; but 
the inhabitants making an obstinate* defence, after having plundered the country iij) to 
the walls, they carried away all tlie cattle and veturneil home. Edward, in the mean 
time, attacked and destroytul the Danish fortifications at Temsford, and slew there a 
Danish king, with many others. f In the autumn, the men of and Surrev 

entered Essex^ and, being joined by all the inhabitants who wert* subjwt to Edward, 
besieged and took Colchester, and slew all tlie Danes whom they found. The DaBe.'*, 
who, in this part, were now almost confined to the ancient kingdom of East *AngiT:i, 
raised an army to rtwenge their brethren, and, enterin ‘4 Essex, laid siege to Maldon, 
but were forced to retire; and the men of Essex, pursuing thom,*sJew a great number 
in their retreat. One of Talward's armies the sam^e year took Huntingdon, and re- 
paired the walls, and reduced th^ whole •of the county. About Martinmas, Kmg 
Echvard, with the West Saxon army, went to Colchester, repaired the? fortifications, 
and relmilt part of the town. At tlie same time, llie greater part of Essex and East 
Anglia, with the people of Cambridge, g(Grantabryege), submitted to liim.t Edward 

* pet UiJt'I’apb atymbpaii j^a no/i«Sait hiiph jet peopot-yopYa hetyeox COeinepa^ -j 

beiiepican *] Ly^ean. Aii'd rnm^hip pultiim pophte Iniph |?a lipjle a*t ptopot-pap'oa on 
flliS heiilpe Lyjoaii.’* — Saron Chron. p. Johan. Kromptuu I'aHs it castrnnu — IfertforJ ('Un-n. p. 

t Saxon (’hrjn. p. 107, iS:e. Jolnui, Oroinpton, Chron. p. 833, 834. 

I Saxon (Miron, p. 100. 
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BOOK I. (lied in 9^25. From this period to the time of Ethelred, who ascended the throne in 
978, l^higland was free from the attacks of the Danes. 

Ethelred came to the crown amidst the maledictions of his subjects, and the denun- 
ciations of the monks.* These denunciations were fulfilled by a new invasion of the 
Danes. In 981, seven Danish ships plundered Southampton and the isle of Thanet. 
In 9J)I, Unlaf, with ninety-three ships, landed on the East Anglian coast, destroyed 
Ipswich, {Gypeamv), and laid waste the whole district. From tlicnce they proceeded 
to Maldon, in Essex, where they slew Byrthnoth, the caldor’-man of the county, 
defeated his army, and committed such ravages in every part, that, by advice of 
Siric, archbishop of Canterbury, the king gave them ten tliousand pounds to quit the 
kingdom. From this time other parties of Danes were continually landing in dif- 
ferent parts of the island. Sw'eyn landed at Sandwich in 993, and plundered Kent, 
Essex, Sussex, and Ifampshirc, till he desisted on the promise of sixteen thousand 
pounds ; but Immediately caller he again commenced his devastations in the western 
counties. 

The greater body of the Danes, on the agreement of Ethelred to pjiy tluan a large 
sum of money, left the kingdom; but numbers remained behind, and, settling in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, they so oppressed the natives, that it was determined to 
destroy them. For this purpose, private orders were transmitted throughout 
hhighand, and on St. Brice’s day, the 1 3th of November, 100^, every Dane was put 
to death. This act was a stifiicient cause for new invasions. The Danes now 
Hocked into the island in such iiuiubcrs, that they are compeared by the old liistorians 
to the ants that creep over an ant-hilLf In lOOl*, Sweyn landed in East Anglia, and 
burnt Norwich .and Thetford, but was compelled to retreat again to his ships by 
Ulfkytel, who was the governor of the province. The yccar following a famine 
obliged the Danes to leave the island, but they returned in^ 1(KK>, and as the last 
resource, Ethelred entered into a treaty with them, by which it was agreed, that they 
should be allowed to reniaiii. jii the island, and receive a tribute of thirty thousand 
pounds. But, in 1009, another army of Danes landed at Sandwich, and after 
having carried their depredations over most of the southern counties, they wintered 
on the Thames, plundering the adjacent districts ^pf Essex and Kent. In 1010, the 


* Diinstaii pri'dictrd — “ Quoiiiain aspirasti ad regnum per mortem Iratris tiii, cujus sanguine Aiigli ciiiii 
ignominiosa matre tua ronspiraverunt, non deficict sang^^is et gladius ab eis donee populus ignota* lingua- 
superveniens eos exterminando in ultiniam redigat servifutem, nee expiabitur delictum illud nisi loiiga vin- 
dicta.” — Chron, Johan. Jirotnpton, j>. 877. 

f So tbycke hii conic, iha;. the loml over ql hii goniie fulle 
As thyckc as anieteii crepeth in an amete hullc. 

By iiorthc and by southc, in the est and in the west, 

So thyckc hii come, that mee nuste in wuch half kepe best.’* 

Itobert of Ohucesierf p. 21bj. 
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Danes landed at Ipswich, and in a short time reduced the whole of East Anj^lia. 
After having burnt Cambridge and Thetford, and several other towns, they proceeded 
in a southern direction to the Thames, and when, in 101 1, a truce was bouglit by the 
English king, they had subdued East Anglia, with Essex, Middlesex, Oxfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, great part of Hun- 
tingdonshire, Kent, Sussex, Surrey, Berkshire, Hampshire, and great* part of Wilt- 
shire. In 1014 Sweyn died, after having j^ubdued the whole kingdom, and the 
Danes proclaimed his son Cnut, or Canute, king in his place.* In lOK), Ethclred, 
who, afteV the death of Sweyn, had returned from Normandy, died at London, and 
left his son, Edmund Ironside, to struggle with Canute for the crown. After having, 
in vain, made several attempts upon London, which was preserved by Edmund’s 
bravery, Canute fixed his (quarters in Essex. The same year the Danes left 
Essex to invade Mercia, hut were driven back, and a great battle was ibught at 
Assandune, (AshduM, or Assingdown,) in which, by llu) treachery of the ealdor-man^ 
Edric, Edmund was defeated. The same ye^ar lulmiind and Canute entered into a 
treaty, agreeing to divide the kingdom between them ; and after the death of 
Edmund, which happened the same year, Canute succeeded to the entire sove- 
reignty. The government of East Anglia was given to Thurcylle, that of Northum- 
berland to Yric, and that of Mercia to Edric. After the death of Hardienute, the 
crown again reverted to an hhiglish dpiasty in the person of hMward tlie ("onfessor, 
and, from this time, with the exception of a descent made on the coast of Kent and 
Essex in 104(>, Englaftd w as freed from the attacks of the Danes. 

The Danish dynasty iu Fiiigland had been *'ery oppressive to the natives. An 
hmglishman meeting a Dane on a bridge was obliged to stand aside till the Dane 
liad passed ovey; if he did not make a low reverence when he passed a Dane, he a^s^ 
liable to be severely beaten. The tribute that w^as extorted from the native Englisji 
w'as fixed by Canute at upwards of ciglity thousand pounds, and it was collected with 
merciless severity.f ' Hardienute levied an additional *t.1x of upw\*irds of thirty-three 
thousand pounds for the pajinent of his fleet and army. 1'he Danish tribute, or Dane- 
geld, was discontinued on the accession of Edward. When he was one day shown tl*e 
great heap of money which ha«l beerr collected for the payment olithe Danish tribute, 
he started back in apparent terror^ and declared that he saw' tlie devil dancing and 
capering over it. He ordered it directly to be paid back to the people, and Dane- 
geld W'as abolished for ever.}: 

* Saxon Cliron. Joliuii. Jtromptoii. 

t “ Tributum quod Aii^i Danis annuatq^i dabnnt, aucMtn ad septuaginta duo inillia librariitn vt to 
amplius, rt sint* hoc ipiod de Loiidoniv dabatur undfcin? millia librarum. Tunc qui habucruiit ad tantiiin 
tributum solvcnduni dubant. Qui non habiioruiit, tcrriis rt posscssiones et alias res irrecuperabi liter pcrdiflc- 
runt. Unde faetiiyi est ut ceclesia de Uureh et alia; inultir multa^ pcrdidcrint.” — Lehfnd, CoU^tatu tom. i. }». 1 1. 
See Saxon Chron. p. 151. 

t liigidpli, p. 65. J«)liaii. Hrompton, p. 142. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE NORMAN CONQUEST. 

When that weak prince, Edward the Confessor, encouraged a swarm of Norman 
favourites and parasites, he was laying the foundation of a rival pow^n* that should 
toUilly destroy the liberties of his country ; for, by political cunning, and secret influ- 
ence, the Normans were attempting to effect what the Danes had before done by 
open force. 

The archiepiscopal see of Canterbury was occupied by a Norman named Robert; 
another ©f the same nation occupied the see of London ; and various Saxon prelates 
were removed, because some pretended relations of King Edward, by his mother, 
waited for preferment.* Kudos was made chief of the counties of Devon, Somerset, 
Dorset, and Cornwall ; Raulf, the son of Gualtcr dc Mantes, was intrusted with the 
superintendence of Herefordshire and the Welsh Marclu’s; and much dissatisfoction 
was created among the jieople by the removal of Godwin and his sons from tlieir 
offices of power, and the giving their appointments to foreigners. This general dis- 
content was not lessened by the arrival, at this time, of a stranger, in the person of 
the bastard duke of Normandy, who, in journeying through England with his retinue 
of attendants, was constantly met by his own countrymen. Norman soldiers com- 
posed the g.-irrison at Dover, and of the fort at Canterbury; and captains and 
prelates came to pay their respects to the chief of their native country. The foreigner 
se\^med more a king in England than its native prince ; and it was not long before 
be conceived the idea of b(*connng so in reality at the death oi* this unworthy slave to 
Norman influence. 

Sometime afterwards, on the reconciliation hetween Edward and (iodwin, the 
native patriot chief, tiie Norman court favourites, exceedingly alarmed, mounted their 
horses and fled. The archbishop of Canterbury, and the bishop of London, retreated 
by the eastern gate of the capital, followed by armed men, who massacred some of 
the English in their flight. They were conveyed in Ashing boats over the channel. 
The council of wise men assembled in London on this occasion were unanimous in 
the s'Mitencc of banishment against the foVign favourites; yet, at the request of 
Edward, some were suflered to remain ; Ranulph, the son of Gaulter dc Mantes, by 
the kings sister; Robert, surnamed'^he Dragon, and his sai-in-law Richard, the 
son of Scrob; Oufroy, equery of the palace; Oufroy,"surnamed Jay-foot, and others, 
for whom the king had particular friendship. The bishop of London was also 
recalled, and Herman, a Fleming, remained bishop of Wilton. The feeble-minded 
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Edward, toward the close of life, spent much of his time in retirement at his chai*. 
palace at Havering, in Essex ; became the victim of gloom and despondency ; and, 
on his death-bed, had frightful visions and presentiments of future calamity to the 
country. Sentences of scripture, of ominous import, passed across his bewildered 
imagination. “The Lord hath bent his bow; he hath prepared his sword; he waveth 
and brandisheth it like a warrior; he will manifest his wrath by fire and sword,’' 
would he continually exclaim. Terror and dismay seized those who witnessed his last 
moments, f all 'except Stigand, the archbishop* who could not but smile to observe 
the w'eakness of those who trembled at the dreams of a sick old nian.f 

'Harold, the brave, the destroyer of the evil influence of the foreign favourites,§ Kiiijr 
was crowned, with the unanimous consent of the people, the day after the funeral of 
King Edward, and the ceremony was performed by Archbishop Stigand, but it did 
not receive the sanction of the Roman church. Tlie bisliop placed upon the head of 
the new king a golden crown ; and a gilded sceptre was given to him; || and a battle- 
axe, according to the custom of his country. During his brief reign, his conduct 
was just, wise, aflablc, and active, daring all danger for tiu* good of Ins country.*! 

Even if it had been true that a weak prince had promised to make the bastard 
of Normandy heir to the English crown, or if a promise had been extorted from 
Harold to betray his country, in neither case could any right be (l(*rived to tin* 
dominion of England, which only submitted to a cruel tyranny for wiint of power 
to make an eftectual resistance. 

The spirit that projnptcd the Norman and his followers to attack Ihigland, was 
that of avarice, unmixed with any better feeling; and those wdio ])roYided this cruel 
robber with the means to eflect his purposes were speculators, who, for a trifling 
venture, expected an enormous return; of these adventurers, oiitv class ^ibscribed for 
vessels, another for men and arms, and another class came to march in person, and. 
venture all to gain the Jmssession of riches, lands, and slaves to be subject to their 
command. Even priests joined in this unholy expedition, as in a crusade : those 
who did not give money contributed their personal assistance, t\\i\X they might receive 
lordships, and be exalted to the pinnacle oT greatncsij; and the Roman pontiff, to 
autliorisc the subjugation of a free }x*uple^ sent his bull, a golden ring, and a cori- 
sccKitcd banner. 

♦ “ bit i*cce Dominiis sircuin suiiin teteiulit, gladium muiuii vibra\it ct panivit .... igne siuiul ct gladii* 
pun'uMidi .” — Ethvlredis UivralUnisis. 

f “ was dcol and sorrowc yiiou.” — Itolh'rt\f iil-ucestpr. 

X ** Frophetanti deliran.? submurinuraiis, ridero maluit." — ElhelretL liievall. 

§ Gorvasis Tilburiensis,y. 741 . 

II “ Ah'© pupol'o eopl Iccii; to | yiu n' mi* mw him 3011)70, an'o capiiion luii l^aon to 

3eciipon . ’ ’ — Saxon Ch roniclc, 

“ Piuin hufliik‘111, affabikm sc uxliibens .... pro patriio defensione ipsemet ternt maiiqiu* dcsudai »\" — 

Roger tie Uoved, 
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A piratical descent on the coast had called Harold into the northern part of 
England; and he lay fatigued and wounded at York, when a messenger came to him 
in haste to inform him that the Norman invader had landed without opposition;* 
and before the English forces could be brought into the field, the enemy had taken a 
strong position at Hastings, and were sending bands of soldiers out over the country, 
plundering and burning the houses, and murdering the inhabitants. When the 
linglish army, after some unavoidable delay, at length arrived, it was mucli inferior 
in number to the enemy, and the chiefs were urgent in their attempts to persuade the 
king not to hazard an engagement till the arrival of supplies, which were sooir expected. 
But the impetuosity of his disposition urged liim on ; and even when the hour of 
battle approached, and his two brothers, Gurth and Leafwine, had chosen their 
stations by his side, Gurth was earnestly attempting to persuade him not to remain, 
but to go towards London for additional forces, whilst his friends sustained the attack. 
But rash in his bravery, and trusting to the goodness of his cause, his answer was 
alvi^ays the same : that there, "where duty and honour called, he must remain, and 
could not retire from danger while others ventured their lives.*)* 

The decisive and disastrous battle, which brought such accumulated evils on 
England, took place not far from Hastings. The English fought with determined 
bravery ; several times repulsed their assailants, and would have gained the victory, 
but, at that jjincturc, a thousand horse were ordered to advance, and after sustaining 
the attack, to retreat, as if overcome. This stratagem had the desired effect, and gave 
the Normans the advantage. There was great slaughter on bpth sides : the English 
king Jind his two brothers fell at the foot of their standard, and the remainder of their 
army, without a chief, and without a standard, yet continued the struggle till it was 
so dark that they could only distinguish their enemies by their language. 

. ,Two monks, from the abbey of Waltham, came to prostrate themselves before the 
cfonqiTcror, humbly to beg the body of King Harold, their Ibenefactor, bringing ten 
marks of gold to offer for it. This request was granted ; and the bodies of his two 
brothers were also buried at Waltham. 

i 

No considerable change had been maidc in the political^ government of the Anglo- 
Saxons, though they had basely"* submitted to wear the yoke of Danish slavery under 
four successive moiijtrchs; but on the fa^l event of the Norman conquest, a complete 
transfer of the proprietorship of the country, and all it cojntained, was made into the 
hands of an unprincipled barbarian, whose cruelty was equal to his injustice. All 
land or Other property was held under himt The thanes, or men of influence and 
property, as well as the ccorls, or yeomen, were driven from tlv^ir possessions with 

4 

* “ That Due William to llastinges whs ycoitie, 

And his baiiiiere hadde yrerwl, and the countrey all ynome.” 

Robert of Gloticetler*s Chron. 

ft** Niniis prapcops ct virtutc suu praesumens /’ — Waltham MSS, 
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relentless barbarity ; the former sought refuge in foreign countries; the latter became ciiAP. v. 
slaves of the soil which was formerly tlieir own. The foundation of legal right in 
the code of the Norman was in the maxim that all right centered in the king; and it 
was the prevailing purpose of every legislative act to make all property directly con- 
tributary to the emolument of government. Power and influence, and cooperation 
in all important undertakings, were required from those who held great*possessions, 
and these and their honours they were only allowed to retain as long as they remained 
obediently subservient. So, with respect to the little all that was possessed by the 
citizens and artificers of towns, it was also reckoned to be the king’s, as the first 
absolute propi’ietor. No sanction, however sacred or venerable, could give any right 
to any thing without his permission ; and in the imposition of taillagc or taxation, the 
burden was heaviest on those who had least. When the clergy, or feudatories, were 
taxed a twentieth or a fifteenth of their moveable effects, the tax gn the townspeople 
was a tenth, or a seyenth ; and small unappropriated demesnes in townships wen' 
subject to a taillage, payable by the citizens, which ^ was oppressively felt. Ancient Visi cimt 
records inform us that Eudes, the son of Hubert, received grateful acknowledgments 
from ihe^town of Colchester, on account of having taken lands of disinherited Normans 
in his own name, and agreed to satisfy tlie fiscal demands upon them,^ at the time 
when he was viscount, or governor of that town. This is the only instance of ('om- 
plaisant behaviour of any chief imposed by the foreign tyrant on the English. 
Evcrywdiere else in the kingdom, the royal officers, in the language of the chroniclers, 
were worse than the worst of thieves, plundering without mercy. All the pleadings 
in the courts of law, and the legislative acts, were in Norman French, and if it had 
been possible, the language of the country w'ould have been abolished. Not only 
the civil but ecclesiastical government w^as greatly altered; fol*, besides all the 
counties and baronies, all bishoprics and prelacies were transferred from their formcP 
owners to Norman favourites; and it was a circuni??tiince of rare occurrence to see an* 
Ihiglishman in any place of honour or profit. 

The civil and ecclesiastical jurisdictions had been jointly exercised by the Saxon 
bishops and carls in the coluity courts; but these weue sej)arated by giving the 
bishops a court of their own. And the lands rf the bishops and greater abbots, w’hich* 
had been held before in frank almoigne, or* free alms,* were, by authority of the 
legislature under William, di^clared to lie baronies, and bound to the same obligations 
of homage and military service as the civil tenures of the like nature, agreeable to tlie 
practice in^ France and Normandy at thaf time. Under a prince of a disposition so 
arbitrary and tyrannioal, the most oppressive acts might be expected ; and so heavyi 
was die burden of military tenures wliich he inft’oduced here, in imitation of those in 

* “ lias orgO terras Eudo sibi vindicavit ut pro his fisco satisfactn-t, et populum ca alleviaret.” — 

Monas, Angl, 
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*^-**^^^^* Normandy, that even the Normans, who enjoyed immense possessions under him, 
found tins grievance so intolerable, that every opportunity was sought for redress. 
And this was the cause of the long-continued and destructive wars between the 
kings and the barons in succeeding ages. 

The first twenty years of the Norman era seem to have been occupied in com- 
})letcly reducing the native population to a state of vassalage; and, in the year 108G, 
imok * the work of the conquest was completed by the grand survey of Doomsday, and by 
A. I). losd. making all the Norman dependents possessing lands renew their oiiths of allegiance. 
William William died in 1087 ; but several centuries succeeded before any attempt seems to 

*\ I) 1087 made on the part of the English to regain their liberty, or even to better 

their condition. 

Kii. III. 'flu* condition of the Saxon serfs of London, in the time of Edward the Third, 
A. I). 1 . 2 /. known by consulting “ Rymer’s Acta Publicie,” where we shall find preserved 

the following form or order^ to be sent to workmen, or artificers, when the king 
designed to embellish a church, pr palace, or any public building : — Be it known to 
yoy, that we have commissioned our well-beloved William de Walsingham to take 
in our city of London as many painters as shall be necessary, to set them to work at 
our wages, and make them stay as long as shall be needful. If he find any of them 
rebellious, he shall arrest him, and confine him in our prison, there to remain till 
further ordefrs.” This was at that time tlic condition of all in London who were not 
counts, chevaliers, or esquires, even including those engaged in liberal arts, as well as 
all workmen and common labourers, called by the French writers of that time, the 
villains of London ; but the condition of the same class in the country, called by their 
Norman lords, bonds, cotiers, serfs, or knaves, were degraded much lower, and sub- 
jected to a harder Servitude. We find in continental writers of these tunes, expressions 
of astonishment to observe; the great number of serfs in England, and the harshness 
*of their servitude. All those who Were cultiVators of land were called bonds, or serfs, 
in body and goods, and coqld be .sold, togetlier witli tlieir liouses, their implements, 
their oxen, their.diildren, and their posterity; which in the deeds was expressed as 
follows; Know that I have^sold my knave and all *his offspring, born, or to be 
born.” 'fhe origin of their degraded sTate was^ not knowm to these men, neither was 
it generally to their oppress'ors, who were not by any means known as Normans, but 
now called gentlemen. Yet it cannot be wondered at if we find in the breasts 
of the oppressed strong feelings of resentinent against those who treated them with 
*\ lVl ’81 injustice ; and in the time of Richard the Second, in the year IG^l, a strong 

•public expression was given to this sentiment, wliich never ceafeed to operate, till, by 
degrees, and in process of time, vas^salage was totally abolished in England. In 
conse(pience of foreign wars, the country had been oppressively taxed, and assem- 
blif*s of the' serfs itook place spontaneously, particularly in the county of Essex, and 
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secret associations were formed. This project quickly spread into all the neighbour- CHAP. v. 
ing counties, and it was in time understood, that the secret purpose of these associa- 
tions was to force the gentlemen to relinquish their privileges. Small letters were 
circulated in the villages, recommending to the associated a discreet conduct and 
perseverance, in proverbial and mysterious language. One of these, known to be by 
a priest, cjilled John Ball, is as follows: 

“John Ball gretyth you well all, and dot^ you understand he hath rungen your 
belle. N owe fright and might, wylle and skylle. God spede every idel. Stonde 
mantyche togedyr, in treu tho and help gowe. If the ende be well, that is all 
well.” 

Between the townspeople of London, and the same class in the country, a cordial 
good understanding subsisted, especially with those of the county of Essex ; and in 
the event of their coming in a body to London, to demand, or petition for their rights, 
they promised to open the gates of the city for their ^idmission. King.Richard was 
in his sixteenth year ; and the peasants, in their simplicity, and a full conviction of 
the justness of their cause, hoped every thing from a personal application, and v^ere 
continually exclaiming to each other, “ Let us go to the king, and show him our \VatTyltr\ 
servitude ; let us go altogether.” In this state of the public mind, a tax of one shilling 
was levied on every individual, of whatever condition, above the age of fifteen, which 
being rigorously exacted, caused great disturbance in all parts of the Vountry ; and 
the insolence of the collectors, especially in Essex, where they went so far as to use 
an indecent mode of ascertaining the age of young women, occasioned an insurrection, 
which soon spread over all the neighbouring counties. The leaders of the insurgents 
were Wat I'yler, John Ball the priest, and Jack Straw ; and they soon amounted to 
a vast multitude. “ I'heir number,” says Stowe, “ was now almost infinite, so they 
feared no man to resist^ tliein ; they began to sho\^ some such acts as they had coV* 
sidiM*ed in their minds, and took in hand to behead all men of law , as w ell apprentices 
as barristers, and old justices. Towards evening thqy.came to Southwarkc, where 
they brake down the houses of Marshelsey, and loosed the priso.nbvs: amongst others 
they brake down the house of John Inworth, then iparehal of the Marshelsey, con- 
tinuing that outrage all the night ; jhe commons of Essex went to Lambeth, a manor 
of rile archbishoppe of Canterbury, spoyled and burnt all the gooTls, with the bookes, 
registers, and remembran«es of the 'chancery. The next day, being Corpus Christi, 
the commons of Essex went to the njanor of Ilighbery, two miles from London, 
nortli; this manor, belonging to the prior of St. John of Jerusalem, they wholly 
consumed by fire ; fin which day ajso, the coiipnons of Kent brake down the stew- 
houses neere London-bridge, at that time ii? the hands of the frowes of Flaunders, 
who had farmed them of the maior of London. The commons passed through flic 
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BOOK 1. city, and did no hurt; they tookc nothing from any man, but bought all things at a 
just price; and if they found any man with tlieflt, they beheaded him.” In the 
account of the progress of these outrages various murders are mentioned of such 
persons in official situations as the insurgents considered to be their bitterest enemies ; 
but ill the whole of their proceedings, some show of justice was observable; and the 
murders, whfcli they called executions, were preceded by an odd ceremony of 
juridical forms. The heads of the mqb continuing to petition an interview with the 
king, he had the boldness to appoint a set time for that purpose, to take place at 
Mile End, where, when he arrived, with only a small number to attend him,' upwards 
of fifty thousand armed peasantry were waiting his approach; and the king’s two brothers, 
and several barons, were frightened, and left him; but he, boldly addressing ‘them in 
King English, said, “ Good people, what do you want? What would you with me?” The 
luMrossi's leaders answered him, “We would that thou wouldst free us for ever, ourselves, our 
flu* children, and* our goods ; and tJiat we no longer be called serfs, nor held in bondage.” 

“ I grant it you,” said the king; ‘‘go home to your several villages as you have come 
from them, only leaving behind you two or three men from each place ; by and by I 
will have letters written and sealed with my seal, which they shall carry with them, 
and which shall freely secure you all that you ask. I forgive you what you have 
done hitherto, but go back each of you to your own house, as I have told you.” 

These credulous people did not doubt the sincerity of the young king, and were 
greatly rejoiced, promising immediately to depart, many of them beginning to pul 
themselves in motion for that purpose. That very day the clerks of the royal 
chancery were busily engaged in writing and sealing letters of enfranchisement and 
pardon, which were received by the peasantry in vast numbers, and carried into the 
country. These letters were in Latin, and contained the following passages: — 
“ Know, that of our special graCe, we have freed all our jiege-men and subjects 
of the county of Essex, and all other counties of the kingdom, and discharged all and 
each of them from all bondage and servitude ; and that, moreover, we have pardoned 
the said liegc-mel^ 'and subjects all the offences they have committed against us by 
riding about and going through divers places with men-at-arms, archers, and others, 
with armed force, flags and pennons fiyiwg.” , 

The leaders, especially Wat Tyler and John Ball, had not the same confidence as 
the more ignorant of the populace ; and, with great exertions, persuaded a few thou- 
sands of the more determined of them to rem/iin witli them, and endeavour to procure 
something more to be depended upon than tfie bare promise of the king. .Jn conse- 
ffucnce, a second meeting was appointed in Smithficld market-phacc, where the king, 
with a small number of attendants, me^ Wat Tyler, who came boldly forwards with- 
out suspicion, and met the king and his company. On this occasion, Tyler proceeded 
to make some general preliminary demands, viz. the right of buying and selling 
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openly and freely, in the towns and out of them; the right of hunting in field and chap. ^ . 
forest, &c. ; when the king seeming to hesitate in giving a precise answer, and Wat 
Tyler assuming a demeanour which William Walworth, the mayor of London, con- 
sidering to be disrespectful or threatening toward the king, he advanced, and at one 
blow with his mace, or some other weapon, knocked Tyler from his horse, who was Death hI' 
immediately killed Jis he lay on the ground by an esquire of Norman birth, named ^ 
Philpot. Perceiving what had happened, the armed multitude immediately prepared 
for action, exclkiming, ‘‘ They have killed our captoin ! Come on, let us kill all.” On 
this sudden emergency, the king, with extraordinary courage and presence of mind^ 
advanced, unattended, toward the enraged multitude, who were putting themselves in 
battle array; — “ Sirs,” said he, ‘‘ what do you want ? you have no other captain but me; 

I am your king; keep at peace; follow me into the fields, and J will give you what 
you ask.” llic astonishment occasioned by this proceeding kept the crowd in a state 
of suspense, till an armed force arrived, who had not been far distant, in the city, 
and tlie king galloped in among their ranks, while the attack was immediately com- 
menced upon tlie panic-struck multitude, who threw down their arms and fled in all Th« mob 
directions, great numbers being left dead on the ground; John Ball and Jack Straw ‘***‘1'*^*^®“*' 
were afterwards taken, and beheaded and <juartered. Bands of armed peasants were 
on tlieir march toward the metropolis from every part of the country when tliis easy 
victory was gained, but they all soon after dispersed ; after which a proclamation was 
published, by sound o^ horn, throughout the kingdom, in the name of the king, who, 
on this occasion, was made rather to express the decisions of his counsellors than his 
own; for, when he had previously called togelthcr his parliament of archbishops, 
bishops, abbots, and barons, with chevaliers from the counties, and burgeasses from the 
towns, he laid before them the reasons for the provisional letters of enfranchiscmrtit* 
that had been given ; adding, “ It is for you to deaidc whether the peasants shaU’enjoy 
the privileges of freemen or not.” God preserve us,” answTred tlic barons and 
chevaliers, ^‘from subscribing to such charters, though we wero^ll to perisli in one 
djiy, for we would rather IdSe our lives than our inhcritfpiccs.” It was in conseciuence 
determined to send forth a counter-declaratipn, whicli should disannul the letters bf 
enfranchisement. By this it was proclaimecP, that all and each ^f the freemen and 
knaves should, as heretofqfc, be enjoined to perform the w orks and services which 
they owe to their lords, according to ancient custom, without being allowed to claim 
any liberty or privilege they did not tnjoy before the insurrectioii. It waS also 
stated, that, “ Forawuch as the said letters issued from our court without matuje 
consideration, and seeing that the granting of«tiiem tended to the great prejudice of us 
and our crown, and of the prelates, lords, and barons of our kingdom, and of rfie 
most holy church ; by the advice of our council, we have revoked, cancelled, and 
annulled, the said letters ; and order all those who have those our letters of enfran- 
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chisement and pardon in their possession, to give up and restore them to us and our 
council, by the allegiance they owe to us, and on pain of forfeiting all they possess 
to us.* 

A body of cavalry went out from London as soon as the proclamation had been 
made, and, with Robert Tresilyan, a judge of the King’s Bench, traversed the neigh- 
bouring counties, proclaiming as they passed, that all the letters of enfranchisement 
should be returned without delay, on pain of military execution, to be inflicted col- 
lectively on the inhabitants ; and all the letters were thrown into a fire before all the 
people. All those who could be found who had first promoted the insurrection 
were seized and put to death, with such accompanying atrocities as revenge and 
malice might inflict ; some were hanged four times at the corners of towns ; some 
cmbowelled, and their entrails burned while yet alivc.f 

The vindictive and destructive wars between the houses of York and Lancaster 
produced some changes in the proprietorship of lands in Fissex, as either party pre- 
vailed. The illustrious family of De Vere, carl of Oxford, was reduced by these 
wars to the lowest ebb of poverty and distress ; and that of Bourchier was exalted to 
the summit of splendour and riches. 

The state of property was also very considerably affected by tlie founding and 
endowing a g-cat number of monasteries and religious houses, which brought many 
valuable estates into what is termed mortmain. Of these, l^ssex contained no less 
than forty-seven, of wliicli two were mitred abbeys, six common abbeys, twenty-two 
priories, three nunneries, three colleges, two preceptories of templars, and nine 
hospitals. 

Before ihah dissolution, the yearly revenue of these monasteries amounted to seven 
•thousand five hundred pounds, wliich, considering the advance in tlie value of land 
.fiiice that time, was, indeed, a very great sum. The dissolution of these houses by 
King Henry the Eighth transferred this property into numerous hands, as will bo seen 
in the history of the parishes in which the various houses were situated. In King 
Edward the Sixth’s reign, the suppression of chantries dispersed a great deal of 
landed property among individuals, ge^jerally consisting of small parcels, but not 
always, as may be ikistanced in Joseph Elianor’s chantry, at Colchester, which had an 
endowment of one hundred acres. The custom of the yjsitation of churches took 
place in this reign, which was conducted in such a manner as to raise astonishing 
suras; The four commissioners engaged in this business were Sir Richard Riche, 

O O I 

tfeorge Norton, Thomas Josselyn, aud Edmund Mordaunt; and the transaction had 
an appearance altogether inconsistent with a just and equitable <jovernment. Several 


• llymer, toin^ iii. 

t “ Alios ilocapitari, altos suspencli, alios vero trahl per civitattm ft sufipendi per (piatuor partes, alios 
uitfin f\isferari.’' — //* Knyghtoiu • 
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parishes in the county suffered under this visitation, particularly in Walden and ( h ai*. 
Sandford deaneries. 

During the unhappy contest between Charles the First and his parliament, many fivii wur-. 
suffered here, but not so deeply as in some adjoining counties. Sir John Lucas was 
one of those who, on this occasion, experienced the ungovernable insi)lence of an 
infuriated populace. Several inhabitants of Essex refused to join the prevailing party, 
and consequently brought upon themselves a heavier oppression ; and, aller being 
branded wjth tlTc most odious names, were deprived of their estates by sequestration, 
or* forced to redeem them upon terms the most cruel and oppressive, 'i'liat none 
might escape this premeditated tyranny, committees were appointed, invested with 
power to sequester the estates of all those who did not immediately comply with their 
enormous demands ; to these they gave the opprobrious name of delincjiicnts, and 
treated them with the utmost severity, seizing all their personal as well as real estates, 
allowing only a fifth *part for the maintenance of their* distressed wives and families. 

It may easily be conceived what extortions were pnictised on this occasion, when it 
is known that the sums raised amounted to some millions sterling. Many families 
were impoverished and reduced to extrtnne distress, and otliers totally ruined. 

It is evident, from the sketch that has been given of the Norman concpiest, that this 
country was reduced by that event to the lowest stiitc of degradation; and w(‘ arc 
astonished to find, than an institution of slavery so firmly established should havi? 
been so completely destroyed ; and that England may now boast the })()ssessi()n of a 
civil government which is justly praised as superior to any other in the world. 'I'ht^ 
odious names of serf and villain have been long silice forgotten, as tlie class of persons 
so called has long since ceased to exist. The ‘appellations of Normal^ and Saxon 
have also becodic obsolete, except in history; and jt is pleasing to observe, that x\\i < , 
extraordinary change has been ellected by the gradual operation of religious* aiuL 
moral considerations, impressed on the minds of the superior or privileged orders. 

During the fourteenth, and especially in the commencement of the fifteenth, ceniiiries, 
numerous instances occur olidecds of cnfranchisemeni, the forms* of which have been 
preserved. In the preamble to these we find expressions to the following eilect 
“ Seeing that in the beginning (iod fiiade allfnen by naUire free, tind that afterwartls 
the law of nations placed certain of riiem under the yoke of servitude — we tliink it 
would be pious and meritorious in the sight of (iod, to liberate such persons to n> 
subject in villanage, and to free them entirely from such service, feiow, ttierefore, 

that we have freed fi;f)m all yoke of servitude , , our knaves, of the mano*’ 

of , them and al> their childr^i, born aueP to be born, ^:c.'' The fretjuency of 

these in the period referred to, indicates a better spirit than could be expectcxl 
the tyrannous •results of the conquest ; and when the descendants of die o]>prcsvcd 
English had been^ thus informed of their true state and its origin, it might bt- 
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expected, tliat they would not remain contented in their degraded situation ; and we 
therefon? find, that not long after tlie first instances of occasional enfranchisement, a 
general movement took place, by which they attempted to regain their civil rights, 
which were not, indeed, long afterwards withheld from them. 


CHAPTER \T. 


AN ACC01:NT of Till. HOLDERS OF ALL THE LANDS OF ESSEX AS THEY AIM'EAR IN THE GREAT 
NATIONAL RECORD OF DOOMSDAY BOOK. 

1. Kino William. 

il. The churcli of the Holy Trinity at Canter I jury. 

y. The bishop of London. 

4. Lands which were the private property of the bisliop of liOndon. 

5. The dt*an and chapter of St. Paul’s in London. 

6. The abbot of Westminster. 

7. The bishop of Durham. 

8. The abbey of W altham. 

9. Barking Abbey. 

10. Eli Abbev. 

• •> 

nil. Abbey of St. Edmund at Bpry St. Edmunds, 

12.* St. Martin’s le Cirarid, London. 

Battle Abbey, founded by the Conqueror, to commemorate the victory gained 
at the battle of Hasjtings, and built on the s])ot where tlie unfortunate Harold fell. 

14. The abbey of*St. Valery, in Normandy. 

15. The abbey of the Holy 1 rinity at Caen, in Normandy. 

16. The abbey of St. Stephen at Gien, fourided by William the Conqueror, and 
where he was buried, 

17. The abbey of St. Ouen at Roan, in Noniiaimy. 

18/ (Mo, or 'Eudes, bishop of Bayeux, hVother to the (Conqueror. Arietta, after 
the birth of the Bastard William, was married to Harluin, p. Norman* and had 
by that connexion, besides Odo, Robert, earl 'of Mortain, •and Emma, countess 
of, Albemarle, a title given with the city of that name, to her husband, by the 
archbishop of Roan, on condition that he should attend him as standard-bearer in 
all his military cxp6ditions. Eudes attended the Conqueror, and, at the battle of 
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Hastings, assisted him with his prayers and his advice. After the victory he was ciiAr. 
abundantly rewarded, having given to liini two hundred and sixteen lordships, ' 

thirty-nine of which were in the county of Essex. Bisliop Eudes dc Bayeux became 
famous in arms as a tamer of the English. He was chief justice and count of Kent, 
and, after the poisoning of Roger, the grandson of Osbert, was made also count of 
Hereford. Some pretenders to divination had foretold to this proud bishop, that he 
should succeed Gregory the Seventh in the p^al chair; and, feeding his ambitious 
mind with these^visionary expectations, he bought a palace, and sent rich presents to 
the opulenl and })Owerful in the imperial city ; and wlien be liad determined on his 
journey, he engaged Hughes le Loup, and numerous Norman chiefs and warriors, to 
accompany him, to iidd to the splendour of his retinue. King William was at this 
time in Normandy, but hearing of these proceedings, he made a quick return, and 
arrested his brother in the Isle of Wight;* on which island he immediately sum- 
moned an assembly of chiefs and warriors, before whom he accused thh bishop of 
having abused the power intrusted to him, and of irfluring the common cause by his 
unbounded oppression and injustice* ;f that he? had despoiled the churches, and was 
now endeavouring to persuade the tried warriors to leave the country, on whose faith- 
ful services the general safety depended. “ 'rdl me,” said the king to the assembly, 

“what should he done to such a brother?” No one daring to answer, William 
exclaimed, “ Let him be seized and kept in safe custody ;” but no one present dared 
to lay their hands upon the bishop, till the king, advancing, took hold of him by his 
vestments, and he was* conveyed a prisoner into one of the castles of Normandy. 

Eudes returned to England on the death of the«Conqueror ; but, joining in a plot 
against William Rufus, in 1088, he \vas bauishefl the kingdom, and died^at Palermo, 
in Sicily, in lOOii, as ho was travelling to Rome. 

19, The bishop of Ht*reford. 

Eustace, earl of Boulogne, grandfather of Godfrey of Boulogne, king of 
Jerusalem. 

21 . Alan P^ergent, second son of Fludo, earl of Bretagne, ofle of the* chiefs who Alan 
attended Duke William in his conquering expedition, •and was rewarded by him w ith 
several lordships, particularly with th? earldom^ or honour^ of Ricluiioud, in Yorkshire. 

His two brothers were, Alan the black* and Stej)hcn, earl of Penthieve. 

22 . William de WaiTen, carl of Warren, in Normandy. He married a daughter William i 
of the Conqueror, and accompanied himlHi his great expedition; on which dcci«sion, 
having dis’Vinguished ^himself, he was liberally rewarded, by having numerous estate:^ 

given to him, with the*office of chirf justice qf •England. He w'as afterw^ards made 

* “ Kx insperato in insula \'irct:i ohviavit.” — Ordericus JltaL 
t “ Aiigliam vehementcr oppressit.” — Ibid, 
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I. carl of Surrey by William Iliifus, and died in the year 1080, in the possession of move 
than two hundred lordships in Essex and other counties. 

Richard, the son of Earl (Jislebert, progenitor of the ancient earls of Clare, 
from whose son Robert descended the noble family of Fitzwaltcr. Another branch of 
the family took the name of Monthchet. 

iJ l*. Suene of Essex, who was settled in England before the concjuest, and is sup- 
posed to have been a Dane; joining the Conqueror on his arrival, lie had liis estates 
restored or confirmed to him. His father was named Robert, am} his grandfather 
Wiuiarc ; Robert dc Essex is supposed to have been his son, and Henry his grandson. 
This last was hereditary standard-bearer to King Henry the Second; and being with 
that monarch in an engagement against the Welch, about the year 11G3, an unmanly 
panic seized him, and he threw down the royal standard and ran away; in consequence 
of which the encnij^ being encouraged and animated, the English army, thrown into 
confusion by a belief that the' king was slain, were completely defeated. For this high 
misdemeanour he was charged with treason by Robert de Montford, and in a solemn 
trial by battle clearly vanquished, and ought to have suffered death by the law ; but 
the king spared his life, and he was shorn a monk in the abbey of Reading, the combat 
having been performed in that town. His mother’s name was Cicely; and by his wife 
Alice, sister to Alberic de Vere, the first earl of Oxford, he had two sons, Henry and 
Hugh. The family inheritance thus forfeited to the crown, was an honour (a more 
noble seniority, or lordship, on which other lordships and manors depend) ; and the 
dependencies upon this were unusually numerous. 

Eudo, son of the king’s steward. ImuIo Dapifer, steward to William the Con- 
(jueror, was a person of great eminence in his time ; his father, Hubert dc Rie, was a 
servant and favourite of William when duke of Normandy, and was sent hy him on im 
embassy into England to Edward the C’onfessor, then lying on his death-bed, and is 
said to havi* prevailed on that weak monarch to appoint William to be his successor 
on the English throne; and* for this important service, Hubert had the promise of 
being made steward of the royal houselioltl. But after t\\c comiuest some commotions 
dyeing expected in Normandy, Fie was sent over, with his three eldest sons, to preserve 
(piietness in that country. Jlis fourth idoii Eudc^ remaining in England, had very large 
p()sses^ions givem to him, viz. twenty-live lordsjiips in Essex, seven in Hertfordshire, 
one in Berkshire, twelve in Bedfordshire, nine in Norfollt, ten in Suffolk, and shortly 
after wAVi madi* stew’^ard of the king’s housit'hold, instead of William Fitzosbern, He 
.assisted William the Second in securing his succession to the throne; for,w^diting upon 
the Conqueror in Normandy, when* 1^ lay on kis death-bed^ he advised the young 
j^rince not to neglect so fair an opportunity; on whicK they immediately came together, 
into England, and j)ersuaded the keeper of the royal treasury to d|?liver them the 
keys. Eudo then 'posted to Dover, Pevensey, Hastings, and other castles along the 
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sea coast, and made the keepers of tliem swear not to deliver them up to any one but ^ ^ *’• 

whom he should appoint, pretending that the king designed to make a considerable 

stay in Normandy, and would have good assurance of the safety of his castles from 
himself, his steward. Having secured these important ])oints, he contrived to be 
the first to discover the time of the king’s death, and, by prompt and •vigorous mea- 
sures, placed the second William on the throne. For these important services he 
became a great favourite with the king, and, ifltimately, with the whole nation. This 
great man died in 1120. 

. 20. Roger dc Otburville. 

27. Hugh de Montfort. 

28. Hamo Dapifer, brother to Eudo, and William the Conqueror’s steward in 
Normandy. 

20. Henry de Ferrers, the son of Gualcheline de Ferriers, a noble Norman, from 
whom descended tlu? earls of Derby, and several other great families. 

oO. Gcofrey de Magnaville, a Norman chief, tvho accom])anied the (\)n({iieror tnofnyd* 
into England, and, distinguishing himself by his bravery in the great and decisive 
battle, was rewarded by a grant of one hundred and eighteen lordshifis, forty of 
which were in Essex. His grandson, (leofrcy, w^as a mini of great personal bravery 
and made keeper of the Tower by King Stephen, who also created# him earl of 
Essex, hoping, by accumulated favours, to retain him the more firmly in his interest ; 
but the more advantageous oflers of the Empress Maud allured him to her party. 

She not only bestowed* on him very ample grants of land, but made him lu'reditary 
slieriff of London, and of the shires of MiddleSex, Hertford, and Essex; gave him 
lib(‘rty to retain and fortify the Towner of Tiondo’n at his pleasure ; and jL’onfirmed to 
him the possession of all his forts and castles, wdtlj numerous privileges and immtl- • 
nities. Stephen, on beflig privately informed of tjiis defection of th(‘ earl, caused hiiir 
to be arrested at St. Albans, in ll lo, and before he could obtain his liberty, he w'as 
ohlig(*d to surrender the government of the Tower, together w itlu his own castles of 
Walden and Fleshy. Enraged by this treatment, and joined by*a band of partisans, 
desperate like himself, he proceeded to rava^^ the demesnes of (he sovereign and hi% 
adherents without mercy, but was at^cMigth shot by an aw'ow;, (in >11- 1-,) while besieg- 
ing (he castle of Burw'ell, in (’ambridgeshire, being at that time under sentence of 
excommunication for having plundered the abbey of Ramsey, in Huntingdonshire. 

It is stated in the register-book of WahV n, that, ^Mying at the point*of deatli, feady 
to give np*his last gasp, there came by certain Knights Templars, wdio laid upon hiTi| 
the habit of their religious profcssicfn, signed with a red cross ; and afterwards, w'hen 
he w\as full dead, taking him up wdth tliem, enclosed him in a leaden coffin, and hiing^ 
him upon a tr(y, in the orchard in the old I’emple in London ; for, in a pevi'rend awe 

of the church, they durst not bury him, because he died excommunicated. A violent 
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invader he was of other men’s lands and possessions, and tliercfore justly incurred the 
world's censure, and this doom of the church.” The excommunication being after- 
wards taken ofl', he was privately buried. 

31. William, earl of Eue, in Normandy; he was a fiivourite commander, and 
relateil to King William. 

Robert Gernon, or Greno, was a Norman, and one of King William’s war- 
riors ; he was descended from the houf^e of Boulogne. The lamily continued only 
to five generations: — 1. Robert, the time of whose death is unknowii; 2. William, 
who dropped the name of Gernon, and took that of Montfichet, which was retained 
by his descendants; 3. Gilbert de Montfieliet, his son and heir; and 4. Richard, 
who, in 1194, attended King Richard the First in his expedition into Normandy, and 
died in 1203, leaving Richard, his son, under age. This last RicliArd, joining th(» 
barons against King John, was one of the twenty-five made choice of to govern the 
realm ; and, at the battle of Lincoln, 18th of June, 1217, was taken prisoner; being 
afterwards received into favour, lu? died without issue, about the year 1258. 

33. Ralph Baignard, or Baynard, one of King William’s attendants, and so high 
in his favour, that he rewarded him with twenty-five lordships in this county, besides 
many others in various parts of the kingdom. Baynard’s Castle, in London, was his 
capital mansion. Gcofrey was his son and successor, and the father of William, who, 
for joining in a conspiracy with William Malet, baron of liye, great chamberlain of 
England, and others, against King Henry the First, was deprived of his barony and 
estates, wdiich the king gave, in 1111, to his steward, Kobert, the son of Richard 
Fitzgislebert, from whom descended’' the noble family of Fitzwalter. 

34. Ral})l) Peverell, a Norman lord, who came over with the Conqueror; he mar- 
• riiHl the daughter of Ingclric, a noble Saxon. She was exceedingly beautiful, and 

had been persuaded to become a concubine to King William, vo whom she bore a son, 
named William, who was tlie owner of Nottingham (’astle, and whose son ami heir, 
William, having poisoned RaliHi, ejirl of Chester, about the latter end of King Stephen’s 
HMgn, fled from the country, leaving his castle and estates to the king’s pleasure, 
'^li’hese were afterwards, in the reign of King Henry the Second, given to John, earl 
of Mortaiii, his brother, except such iistatcs as* Margaret, William’s daughtei-, was 
allowed to retain in her possession. Wlien tha king became tired of hhiglerica, for 
so she is called by Leland, this lady was married to Ralph PeveTcll, and is supposed 
to haVe been the chief cause of hi.s promotion, and of so great a number of estat(\s 
^cing given to him. Ralph PevereU's sons by this connexion were Hainan, one of 
the barons of Montgomery ; WilliaAiy castellan h>{ Dover, aiwl founder of Hatfield 
XViory ; and Paign, standard-bearer to Robert Curthose in the Holy Land, to whom 
King Hcnry^thc First gave the barony of Brunne, in Cambridgeshire. .. 

35. Alberic de Vere, who married Beatrix, half-sister to King William ; he was 
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the founder of the noble family of the Veres, earls of Oxford. Alberic is supposed 
to have taken his surname from Vere, a town in Zealand, where the family he 
belonged to had estates. He accompanied William as one of his chiefs. His sons 
by Beatrix were Alberic, Geofrey, Roger, Robert, and William ; he had also a 
daughter, named Pocsia, married to Pagan de Beauchamp, and afterwards to Geofrc?y 
de Mandcville, the first earl of Essex of that name. This family of De Vere is 
justly reckoned one of the most ancient and illustrious in the world, and whicli con- 
tinued longest •crowned with honour and riches, having produced a succession of 
twenty carls of the same name and lineage, from the year 1137 to 1703. Besides 
the office of lord high chamberlain, and the earldom of Oxford, hereditary dignities 
ill tliis family, some of them discharged the ollices of portreve of London, of chief 
justice, chanccHor, high-admiral, lord high-stew'ard, and constable of England. 
William de Vere, son of the first earl, was bishop of Hereford in 1186. Several 
renowned warriors a*nd generals, and four knights of the order of the garter, have also 
arisen from this family. The ninth earl, Uobert,*was the first that was honoun*d 
with the title of marquis in this kingdom, being created nianjuis of Dublin and duke 
of Ireland liy King Richard the Second. 

36. Peter de Valoines, who, marrying Alfrcda, sister to Kudo Dapifer, had by her 
Roger, his son and heir, the father of Peter, who, by Gundred de Warren, had three 
daughters, — Lora, married to Alexander de Baliol, brother to the king of Scotland ; 
Christian, married to William de Mandeville ; and Elizabeth, the wile of David 
Comin. 

37. Ralph, the brother of llger. 

38. Tihell de Brito, or the Briton, was one* of the Britons, ^)r Armoricans, who 

served under Alan the Red, cajitain of the rear^ of King AVilliam’s army, fi^e^ 

descendants of Tihell tftok the surname of De Ilclion. 

39. Roger de Ramis, or Raines, was rewarded for his services by the Conqueror 
with several manors, which were erected into the barofi\^ of Raines. 

40. John, the son of WjJeran, a nobleman of Noriiuuuly. 

41. Robert, tlie son of Corbucion. 

4p. Walter, the deacon, was ancestor of t^e noble family suri^amcd De Hastings. 
Walter had two sons, Walter Ma.yherel, and Alexander, and a daughter named 
Editha. 

43. Roger Bigod, or Bigot, carl of >^nfolk, 

44. Rdliert Malet was the son of William Malet, who being at the buttle of 

Hastings, and witnessing the fall of the unfoftunatc Harold, was commissioned fo 

sec him decently buried. Bolfi William and this Robert, his son, enjoyed immense 
estates ; the hitter having, besides his possessions iu this county, tliirty-two lordships 
in Yorkshire, and two hundred and twenty-one in Suflblk, his c^iief residence being 
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at Eye, in that county ; he had also, besides these, many other possessions. He 
was advanced to tlie office of great chamberlain in the first year of King Henry 
the First ; but, in the following year, taking part with Robert Curthose, he was 
banished the kingdom, his estates confiscated, and his high office of great cliamber- 
lain given to Alberic dc Vcrc. 

d-5. William de Scobies. 

46. Roger Pictavensis. 

47. Hugh de Gurnai. 

48. William, the son of Ralph Pcvcrell. 

49. Ralph liimesio, or De Limesei, was the son of William the Concpicrors sister. 

50. Robert dc Todenei. 

51. Ralph de Todenei. 

52. Walter de Ddai. 

5.‘1. Maiiritaniensis. 

54. The count(‘ss of Albemarle," sister to the ('onqueror, the wife of Odo, or Kudo, 
earl of Champagne. 

55. Judith, the Conqueror’s niece, who was married to Waltlicof, much against her 
will, and whose death, after he had been promised a free pardon, was attributed to 
her secret practices. The charge against him was, that he had invited Suen to make 
a descent on the English coast; but he denied this charge. Waltlicof had been con- 
fined a year in the castle at Winchester, when he was at last condemned. A band of 
Normans led the chief to execution while the citizens yet slept in their beds,* lie ^vas 
in his count's dress, which he gave t<y some clerks and poor people who were suffered 
to attend him. The ^Idiers halted at a small mount not far distant from the walls, and 
the British chief kneeled down and prayed aloud, constantly urged tefbe brief in his 
devotuiiis, probably from an apprehension that the citizens ^ould rise to effect his 
rescue ; and at last the soldiers insisted on his immediate submission to his fate ; 
but he yet begged that he tnrght, Jhr them and for himself once more repeat the 
Lord’s prayer, lliisr was allowed; but-the e.xccutioncr, in the mean time, becoming 
iippaticnt, suddenly raising ’hhS) large sword, at one stroke cut off the head of 
Waltlicof, whose Jiody was immediately buried in a hollow place between ^two 
roads. If the English could not save this chiefi they wore emblems of sorrow^, and 
made a saint and a martyr of him, as they had not long before done of Bishop 
Egeliyiiifwho was famished to death in one of the Norman dungeons. “ They have 
attempted^' says Florence, of Worcester, “ to efface his memory from the earth, but 
\fe believe he lives with the blessed 'ii^ heaven. The king tallowed a tomb to be 

* * “ Dum adliuc. populus dormirct .” — Ordericus Ht, p. 530. t “ me et pro vobis.’' — Ibid. 

J “ Cujus mcrtioriam vulncnint in terra ddcrc, sed creditur ver^ ilium cum sanctis in ca*lo gaudere. ’— 
rior. fVigorn. 
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raised in the abbey of Croyland to the memory of the Saxon cliief; and the patriotic, 
joined to the superstitious feeling of the age, conspired to establish the belief that 
miracles were wrought there. His perfidious wife was much disturbed by the report 
of these prodigies ; and to appease the spirit of the man she had betrayed, visited his 
tomb, and, with fear and trembling, threw a pall of silk over it, but this was instantly 
thrown off as by an invisible hand. For publishing these miraculous accounts, the 
abbot of Croyland was accused of idolatry, jfiid degraded from his office. After the 
death of Waltheof, his widow inherited his domains, and tlie lands he had given to 
the abbey of Croyland were taken away from it and given to her. These vast 
possessions she had one day hoped to share with a husband of her own choice ; but 
the kings arbitrary decision had, without consulting his niece, consigned her over, 
with all her po?}sessions, to a French soldier of distinguished bravery, from the town 
of Senlis, who was lame and ill-made. The disdain which Judith testified agaiiist 
this man roused tfic indignation of the Con(|iieror,*and he took the possessions of 
Waltheof from his widow, and gave them to Simon de Senlis, on whom he also 
conferred the title of count of Northampton. Henceforward, despised by those of 
her own nation as poor, and hated by the compicred as a murderer, Judith wandered 
from place to place seeking jieace and consolation. She is frecpiently mentioned by 
British or Saxon writers of tliose times, who seem to take a pleasure^ in witnessing 
her cour.^e through scenes of misery, obscurity, and neglect.* 

5(). Frodo, brother of the abbot. 

57. Saisseline. 

.58. (jislebert, the son of Turold. 

51). William Deuric. 

GO. Hugh do St. Quintin. 

()1. Fdmiind, the sdii of Algot. 

Roger Mareschall. 

(>3. Adam, the son of Durand. 

Gt. Goscelin Loremar. 

G5. John, the grandson of Walleram. 

G6. William the deacon, who hifd C(*rtaii» lands given to hiiH by the king for the 
repairs of St. Paul’s cathedral. 

G7. Walter the cook. 

G8. Moduin. 

G9. Ilbodo. 

70. Haghebern. 

71. Tedric Pointel, sometim*es named Tiliberia. 


• “ Odio omnibus habita, ct digne dospecta per diversa loca et latibula efravit.” — 


( llAC. 
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72. Ko^ev, “ God .save our ladies'' 

To. Fitz^islebcrt, tlie son of Solomon. 

T4. \Villi«niii, the son of Constantino. 

75. Aiis^ar, the cook. 

T(). Kobert,«tho son of Roscelin. 

77. Ralph Linel. 

7«S. Hobert, the son of Ciobert. 

70. Rainaldus Balistarius. 

SO. Godwin. 

81. Otto, or Othon Aiirifaher^ that is, the ^oldsniitli. Othoii was a person ot 
some importance in the army and court of the Norman conqueror, and supj)ose(l to 
have been the banker of the invasion, advancing part of the expenses on mortgage of 
lOnglish lands, (it was usual, in those times, for goldsmiths to be also l)ankers), or 
possibly he followed the army on the speculation of enriching himself by giving gold 
for land to such as might have occasion for this exchange. On the death of the 
(’onqiuTor, his successor took a considerable quantity of gold and silver, and gave to 
Othon the goldsmith, and ordered him to make it into ornaments for the tomb;'^ and 
inscriptions were written by great men to be engraved upon them. 

82. Gislcbert, the priest. 

So. Grime, the slier ift'. 

Sf. Ulueva, wife of Vhin. 

S5. Edward, the son of Sueiie. 

8(). Turchill, the sheriir. 

87. Stanardus. 

')8. Godwin, the deacon. 

Sf). The king’s freemen. 

1)0. Encroachments on the king’s lands. 

Some of tlieso names sound like Saxon, such as Moduin, Hagheberii, Godwin, 
L'lueva, and Stanard ;* but, on examining the places where *tbey are mentioned, it will 
ajypear that they had the estates of Saxons dispossessed. 


•• Auri el arcfciiti (TCinmaruiiKiiie eoi»ium Othoiii auiit'abri i rop:iivit.’ — (JrtlvrUnb, I ' it. ]^i. 
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THE IIISTOEY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE COUNTY OF ESSf.X. 


CHAPTER ], 


IIISTOKV AND TOPOOHAPHV of the hundred of CHEI.MSFOKI). 


This district, occupying the ccntnii part of the county, is rich in cultivation; the 
surface of varied appearance, with sliglitly elevated grounds, wood, ami water, and 
arable lauds, and meadows; it is in almost every, part of it abundantly embellished 
with elegant mansions and extensive pleasure grounds; its average extent from side 
to side is from fifteen to twenty miles, and it contains thirty popidous parishes, of 
which the following are the names r —Chehnsford, Springfield, lioreliam, Baddow 
Magna, Baddow I’arva, Sandon, Danbury, Woodham Ferrers, Hauninglield liast, 
Hanningfield West, Hauningfield South, Rettenden, Runwell, Mountn^ssing, Ingate- 
stone, Buttshury, Stock, Margaretting, Frierning, Blackmore, Widford, Writtle, 
Roxwell, Broomfield, Chignall St. James, Chignall Smealy, Waltham Magna, Waltham 
Faiwa, Lees Magna, L(‘es Farva. 

According to Mr. Morant, it does not apjw^r that this huudre<l was ever granted. 


by patent or otherwise, to any pjirticular person, but has always remaiifed in the dis- 
posal of the sheriff o^ hissex for the time being.* The population, according to the 
returns made to parliament in 1821, was 24,f)81'; of which 12,7(52 were males, aiul 
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12,222 were females. 


ClliaMSFOKI). 

The town of Clielnisfom is of consiilemblc imporiiince on many accounls; it is tlic 
tlioroughfiire b(*tween Londoi^aiul tlu^towiis of Colcliester, Harwich, and Brain- 
tree, and tile (bounty of SuHblk, and many parts of Norfolk. It*is most conveniently 
situated for the transaction of the*public business of the counly; and the assizes, 
j;eiieral quarter sessions, petty session^, county courts, and sittiiiirs of th^ commis- 
sioners i\ji the land-tax, &c. arc held here; and here also the elections take place for 
the county representatives in parliament. H’jjerc being no manufactures here, tJie 
labouring population is engaged in the business of agriculture, and in eonveying sup- 
plies of various kinds turtle London markets. 

The country surrounding the town is extremely pleasant, ^id very abundant in 
agricultural produce, the soil being principally a deep rich loam, intermixed with veins 
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apartment, and measures in length eighty-five and in breadth forty-five feet; it is lighted CHAP. l. 
by eight splendid chandeliers of cut glass; the stuccoed ceiling is handsomely orna- Assrinblv 
men ted; and in niches at each end, on either side of the fire-places, there are elegant 
female statues in the Grecian costume. The county balls, and other social and public 
meetings are held in this room; and when prisoners are in excess, the kipg’s sergeants 
hold courts here. The ground plan of the building occupies a square, which measures 
ninety-six by eiglity feet. 

Near the Shire-hall there is a Conduit, supplied with a copious ever-running stream The con- 
from a spring named Burgess* well, a short distance from tlie town. It is not known 
at what time the original conduit was placed here, but it was modified and improved 
by the noble family of Fitzwalter, and has been, since that time, frequently repaired 
and altered. It* has four pipes on four opposite sides, from which the purest water is 

perpetually flowing. On one side there used to be the following inscription: 

• • 

“ Ibis conduit, in one minute, runs one hogshead and a half and four gallons and a half ; 
and in one day, two thousand two hundred and sixty- two hogsheads and fifty- four gallons/’ 


And there yet remains the following: 


BenigniiK beiu|^nis : 
Ncc parcus parcis; 
Noc dimiiiutuH largiondo. 
Sic chariUis a l.)co fontc. 


, TRANSLATION. 

Bountiful to the bounteous : 

Liberal to the covetous : 

Not diniinished by bestowing. 

Such is Divine charity, from the fount of heaven. 


Formerly there was an elegant figure of a naiad on the top, which is now occupied 
by tlie gas-light lamp; and lower down there v»erc the arms of Mainchart, duke of 
Scomberg, and of Earl Fitzwalter. The present, building is rotundiform, and we learn 
from the inscriptions upon it, that in “A. D. 1771, Sir W. Mildmay, llart., late ^f^ 
Moulsliam Hall in thi» parish, by his will gave two hundred pounds, the intevest of 
which he directed sliould be applied to keeping in repair the conduit and pipes which 
convey the water from the spring-head called Burgess’ -w’t'll.” The second inscription 
states that in ‘^A. D. 1814, ^liis conduit was ejrectcd on the site of the original one, in 
consequence of a donation of one hundred pounds, b^ueathed by Mr. Robert Green- 
wood, late of this town, merchant, aided by*|^ contribution of the^inhabitants.” 'fhe 
continual flow of water along the cl^nnels on the sides of tlie streets, carrying away 
all impurities, keeps the tRwn remarkably clean; and tlie roads that pass through it 
arc preserved in excellent condition. 

Besidet^ the well which supplies the conduit, a fine natural spring bubbles up oqt 
of the ground near the Friends’ Meeting-houset and in general, water is plentiful ih 
this neighbourhood; yet it is of 'a bad quality where the stratum called London clay lies 
near the surface, and to procure a purer kind the new mode of boring has been 
adopted, by which water, strongly impregnated with an alkali, hj^ been found at the 
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depth of from two liimtlrcd and fifty to three hundred feet; these artificial springs 
sometimes rise several feet above the surface. Water obtained in this way supplies 
very commodious baths which have been recently erected near the centre of the town, 
where «*dso is the County Reading-room. 

There are^three weekly newspapers at Chelmsford, and tlie public arc accommo- 
dated with two reading-rooms, both in Higli-stroet. 

A Philosophical Society meets here every otlier Tuesday evening; it is constituted 
of some of the most learned and intelligent gentlemen in the vicinity; ^t their meetings 
subjects of imjiortance are discussed, and the members deliver lectures. 

In the year 1818 a society was established, called the Chelmsford Provident Society, 
upon an entire new })lan, embracing the advantages of a friendly society and savings- 
bank united, wliich apfiears to he in a nourishing condition. The number of members 
amounts to nearly six liundred, and its capital to ii])wards of t^vo thousand pounds, 
indcpendeiit*of the stock liclofiging to the members individually! Its aftairs are con- 
ducted at a private house by a cofnmittee of fifteen, and a clerk. 

The Chelmsford Masonic Lodge has its nu'etings at the White Hart Inn. 

The Chelmsford and Essex Florist and Horticultural Society meets at the Saracen’s 
Head. It was (*stahlished in 18iM‘, and is patronised by a considerable number of the 
gentry of the neighbourhood as well as of the town. 

'Hie wet'kiy market is on Friday, which is well supplied, particularly with poultry, 
from Suffolk and other distant parts. London poulterers attend, and on an avi'rage 
there are from a thousand to fifteen hundred fowls sold on the morning of the market 
day. There is als<i, in general, a t(y!erable sale of cattle. 

I’wo fairs are held here, the first on the IJ^th of May, the second on the l^itli of 
November. On these occasions the cattle are in the town field, 'ri'.ere is likewise a 

f 

cattle, show about the middle of December, held in the same place. 

'fhe town is well lighted M'ith gas, derived from the w'orks in Springfield. This 
important improvement was introduced here some time ago by the active exertions of 
the late ll. (’oates, Es(]., with the cooperation of some otber public-spirited gentlemen 
()f the neighbourhood. * 

Some time ago there were two extensive ranges of barracks, with accommodations 
for upwards of four thousand troops; the largest was at the west end of the town, the 
oth(*r was near the London road; both of them have been taken jiway, and the mate- 
rials of the latter were sold by auction in the year 18^3. 

^ The Rac (i-course of Chelmsford is on the high gi’ound of (xallywood (/onimon, corn- 
Aianding a beautiful and extensive view of the surrounding country. I’hc course is 
round, or oval, and about thirty yards short of two miles, but is made up to that length 
l)y starting between the distance-post and the grand stand. A few years ago, a new 
straight mile course^ was added, half of which is in the round course, and which 
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linishes with rather a severe hill. There are three days* races, well attended, very chap. i. 
rarely wanting either genteel company or plenty of horses, 'fhe queen’s plate of one 
hundred guineas is run for the first day, and a sweepstakes of ten sovereigns each; 
the second day, the town’s plate of sixty pounds, and the stewards’ plate of the same 
sum; and tlie third day, a sweepstakes of three sovereigns each, made fifty pounds 
to the winning horses, and the hunter’s stakes. 

A select company of actors visit Cludnisford on this occasion, arid there is a the«atre 
between Conduit-street and the river Can. 

•An account was taken of the nuniber of inhabitants in this parish in the year 1738, Po)»ul;ai()u 
which at that time amounted to and by the last account of the population, in 

1821, the number was 4,994. 

This town is said to have formerly enjoyed the privilege of sending representatives 
to parliament, and the names of four of them appear in the parliamentary records in 
the time of l^dward the 'riiird. According to Brown Willis, in his ‘‘ Notitia Parlia- 
mentaria,” their names were William de Mascal, John dc Thorpe, John le Marcscal, 
and William Wendover. But as there is no record to ascertain the precise time when 
the town of Cln^linsibrd first (*njoyed this privilege, or when it was relin(|uished or 
taken a\vay, it is conjectunul, that as in ancient times ])arliamentary representatives 
used to be allowed salaries, payable by their constituents, the people uf (’helmsford 
petitioned to be released from a burthen they were unable to support, and which, on 
account of the insignificancy of the place at that time, was found to be unnecessary.’*' 

Mr. (iray, in his notes on lludibras, states that this town was once incori)orated, and 
successively governed by a tinker, a tailor, and a cobbler, 'fliis sarcasm of the learned 
commentator has [)robably been made in reference to the unii|ue custom of the Meso- 
potamia eleclion, which^invariably accompanies thevleclion of members of parliamAit* 
for the county, and in which pageant a mayor is s«^en. * 

A little above the first bridge in Springfield-lane, aji^arm of the riv(T branches olf Meso/o 
in an easterly direction, behind the Duke’s Head Tun, and flowjng under the second 
bridge, again joins the main* stream, foriiiing an (micIosuiv which, as the name imports, 
is situated hi the middle of the ricei\ 4’racljtion informs us, that “ so far back as tfie 
memory of man runneth, it has been the Aistom, that on the*death of an Essex 
mend)er, or when the gregt council *of the nation has been dissolved, and a regene- 
ration of tlu'ir collective wisdom has taken place, the island of Mesopotamia should 
also exercise^ the elective franchise.” rievioits to the day of election, the mayor of 
this peculiar jurisdiction issues a proclamation, giving notice that he will proceed Jo 
the election of a representative j;)r representatNes for tin* island of Mesopotamia; and 

• • 

* This ciiKtoiii coiitinufd to the time of Kli/.al)e(h, in whose reijrn R<ime ot* the members for ( olehesn r reei ive^l 
WJiges; ami that iforoiij^h, in the time of Richaril the Seroiul, and of the fourth and fiftli IlenrTes, was, l)\ speeial 
favour, exempted from Uie expense of sending representatives to parliament. 
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after giving the names of the candidates, who are always ccUhraied or dignified cha- 
racters^ he proceeds to state, that the “ election will take place on a certain appointed 
day, at twelve o’clock, upon the island, opposite the Duke’s Head Inn, where every 
;iccoiimiodation will be provided for the candidates and their friends ; the committee 
sitting daily ih the immediate vicinity of the hustings.” As the election proceeds, the 
candidates ai*e seen parading the streets on horseback, each attended by a page; a band 
of music heads the procession, which usually makes a stand opposite the inn where 
some of the real candidates for the county representation are stationed^ and the 
speeches made on these occasions seldom fail to produce a great deal of low humour, 
highly gratifying to the assembled crowd.* When the poll terminates, the successful 
candidates arc immediately chaired, Jind borne on men’s shoulders through the crowded 
streets of Chelmsford; and by the charter of the island it is provided, that at the 
conclusion of this ceremony they shall be conducted to the river and undergo the 
ceremony of submersion; after which, and the tearing of the chair to pieces, the 
important business of the day closes. The Mesopotamia election is always held on 
the island, between the two bridges, a day or two after the election of a member or 
members for the county. By an abuse of the established custom of this ancient 
corporation, the losing, as well as the successful, candidates are bathed in the stream 
of the Chelmer; but it is not doubted by the better informed of the members, that 
this ceremony was originally considered as honorary, and by no means intended for 
those who had not been so fortunate as to have become the favourites of the people. 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, and at the time of the grand survey, 
Chelmsford was in the jiossession of the bishops of London, and seems to have been 
of no considerable importance till about the ytNir 1100, in the reign of Henry the 
’First, when Bishop Maurice built a bridge over the river ; this had tin? effeirt 
df bringing the road this way, which had before passed through Writtle. From this 
time the town began to rise ii^to importance, and increased in the number of its houses 
and inhabitiints ; anVl^ about one hundred years afterwards, in the first of the reign of 
King John, Bishop William de /Santa Maria obtained a licence for a market, and the 
y(?ar following for a fair also. Notwithetanding^ these privileges had been enjoyed 
under a succession' of bishops, the legality of them was questioned by lidward* the 
First, who, in the thirteenth year of his reign, “issued Dl quo ivarranto against Bishop 
Richard pravesend, to show what claim he had to view of frank-pledge, gallow^s, 
tumbrel, pillory, free warren, and the assiz'e of bread.” It appears, however, that 
tfie same bishop, five years afterward^, obtained from King Edward a confirmation of 


The last county election, in IS.’IO, aHbnled an unusual display of wit and oratory; and llir Mesopotamia 
canditlates were dot less the objects of popular applause than the more learned gentlemen of wlioin they 
were typical : the producti Vs of both have been collected and published, forming an amusing pamphlet. 
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his claim to “ a view of frank-pledge in his manors of Orsette, Lcyndon, and Chelms- 
ford;” and King Richard the Second, on the tiVenty-sixth of July, 1395, granted the 
return of writs to Bishop Robert Braybrokc. 

The Church is a spacious and stately fabric, dedicated to the Virgin Mary ; the 
time of its original erection is unknown ; it was re-edified in the yeaV 1424, as is 
known from the following inscription, which some time ago was to be seen on the 
south side, underneath the battlements fronting the town. The characters were in 
relief, and. formed of flint-stones, cemented together : 

“ Pray for the good estate of all the townshepe of Chclmysford that hath been liberal willers 
and procorers of helpers to thys worke ; and for ... . them that first began, and longest shell 
contenowc ... ..it .... in the year of our liord 1 thousand IIII hundreth XXIIll.’' 

Part of the body of this building is modern ; it was erected to supply the place of 
the ancient walls, which partly fell in with the roof “in January, 1800! A massive 
square tower of stone rises from the west end, witlf battlements, and pinnacles at the 
four corners. On the top is a lantern, with a shaft, leaded. In the tower there are 
ten bells, the last two of which were added about seven years ago. There was also a 
set of chimes, but these have been tiikeii away. In the new workmanship the ancient 
style of the building has been preserved ; but the inside is modernized ^and elegantly 
finished. The improvements were completed, and the church reopened for Divine 
service in Stqitember, 1803. 'Phe length of the inside of the church is one hundred 
and twenty feet. The length of the nave and middle and side aisles is one hundred 
and two feet. 'Phe breadth of the nave and of the church is fifty-four feet. 'Phe 
vestry is at the north-east corner, adjoining the chancel. There is a gallery at the 
west end, in which a fine organ was erected in 1,772, which has been since imwh. 
improved. When thcVhurches of Essex underyvent a visitation, in the year*l()34|, 
numerous escutcheons and banners and coats of arms were found in the roof of the 
centre aisle, among which were the arms of Edward* tlio Confe^isor, and of various 
great men who had been libtTal contributors towards the buildin*g : these were taken 
away at tliat time as emblems of superstition. The*eastern window is of [)ainted 9r 
stained glass, of modern workmansfiip ; it crcupics the, place o4 an ancient master- 
piece of art, believed to have been old as the original foundation of the church. 
The subject was the history of our Saviour, from his birth to his ascension; and the 
sublime and pathetic scenes it exhibited ftiight well liave preserved it iVom destruction, 
except by the hands of ignorance and fanaticism. But, in the year Kill, in the rci^^i 
of King Charles the First, the parlhament issivnt out an ordinance, that all scandalous 
pictures should be tiikcn out of churches, and this valuable window was marked tor 
destruction, /rhe rector and churchwardens were unwilling to deprive *he church of 
so venerable an ornament. However, being obliged to confonx, they took down tin* 


C1I.M». J. 


Uishiip 

liraybroUr. 

A. n. 

Till* 

(nuircli. 


raiiilcd 



78 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK II. pictures of tlie Crucifixion and the Virgin Mary, and had the cavities filled with new 
glass. But this did not satisfy the iilob, who, not considering it a sufficient reforma- 
tion, assembled in the most daring and outrageous manner on the .5th of November, 
and with stones, and sticks, and various weapons, beat down and defaced the whole 
of tills beautiful window. Tbe arms of several noblemen and gentlemen, who had 
lieen benefactors to the church, were painted in the surrounding compartments, and 
tliese also were destroyed, whereby the memory of numerous pious and generous 
individuals was lost to the grateful recollection of posterity; and Dr. Michaelson, 
the rector, met with the most barbarous and inhuman treatment on tliis occasion. 
There were formerly four guilds, or chantries, belonging to this church, endowed as 


follows : 

Per 'Annum. ' 
£. s. d. 

Guild of St. .John, at the altar of St. John 1 IB 4 

('orpus Christi Guild,* at the altar of Corpus ( Jiristi * 8 1.5 6 

Our Lady's Guild, at thd altar of our lAidy 3 13 8 

Mountney's Chantry, founded by Sir .It>hn Mountney, in 

the church-yard 11 10 8 


There were likewise eighteen obits founded here, and properly endowed ; but the 
land belongiijg to these cannot now be discovered. 

The valuable library, given by the Rev. John Knightsbridge, D. D., a native of 
Chelmsford, and rector of Spoflbrth, in Yorkshire, is ])reserved in a room over the 
vestry, for its original purpose of being made use of by tbe clergy of the neigh- 
bourhood. 

The register office, for the transaction of ecclesiastical business, is over the door of 
• the great porch. 

• Tlfere used to be painted wooden figures of the twelve dposlles, of very antitpie 
appearance, placed on the north side of the belfry : these arc not now to be found. 

In the south aisle, over the cloor of the chancel, is the following inscription: 

“ EcclesicT hiijus Beatae Maria? Vrgini sacrata* vetustate collapsjc Annoque f Jiristianac salutis, 
1424, a piisimis quibusdam iiummis collatifc restitujne cam partem quae vespere D. 12, M. 
.Januarii, 1800, de repente considcrat Chelmerivadi habitatorcs renovandam universaraque 
omamentis rcccntibus decorandam ; curantc Johnson o architect^* de sumptibus suis statuerunt. 
Operc hop sanctis.simo cui legem adjutrieem senatus Angliie tulcrat, D. 21, M. .Junii, A. 1800, 
inceplo, ct Irium aniiorum totidemque fere menSium decursu ad finem absolutissime perducto, 
^bbato, I). 18 Septembris, A. 1803, Ministcrio suo in rebus sacris fungebatur, hie iterum 
Joannes Morgan, S. T. B. Chelmeriuadi Ectlesisc Rector dilectissimus.*' 

TRANSLATION. 

“ A portioif of this church, consecrated to the blessed Virgin Mary, which, after having been 
decayed with age, w^as rebuilt in the year of our liord 1424, by certain pious ^subscriptions, having, 
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in the evening of the 1 2th of January, 1800, suddenly fallen, the inhabitants of Chelmsford deter- 
mined to rebuild, and decorate with new ornaments, this part at their own expense ; and for that 
purpose employed Johnson the architect. This most sacred work, for which an act of parliament 
was granted, having been begun on the 21st of June, 1800, and after three years and as many 
months having been at length entirely finished, John Morgan, S. T. B., the beloved rector of 
Chelmsford church, performed divine service in it again on the sabbatli of the 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1803.” 


Ill the north'i^ast corner of the chancel there is an ancient monument, enclosed with 
iron palisades: it is curiously carved, and has three panels; the middle one contains 
the arms of the Mildmay family ; that on the right bears the efiigies of a father 
and eight sons, and that on the left, a mother and her seven daughters. On a gilt 
tablet above is the following : 


Sculptus adest Thomas Mildmaius sculptaquc cunjux j| 
Aviria : list intus, jiiollitcr ossa cubant 
Armig(?r ille fait (darus : fuit litec Giiliclmi, 

Filia Gernoni, flos dccus armigeri, 

(•Iiara tori tor (piirKpu; vide, sua pi^nora fausti 
Fartus sunt septern fu'minci, octo mares. 

Milli! et (iuiii|Ti!ntis a partu virj^inis urmos 
Septem (pnn(iuc, qiiatcr ter dabis atcpie decern. 

Turn decinia sexta Septembris, luce redibat 
Avieia in eineres, (pia? einis ante fuit. 

Anno post obi turn iiono decimoque calcndas 
Octobris, Thomam mors inimiea ierit. 

TllANSi.ATION. 

Here are seen graven the effigies of 
Thomas ISIildinay, and Avice, bis wife ; 


But within, their remains lie in peace. 

lie was a renowned esqtiire : 

She a daughter, and lovely branch of 
William Gerrion, Es(|uirc. 
j They had fifteen pledges of their prosperous love, 
Seven whereof were feinah‘s, 

I Eight were males. 

Afterwards, in the year of Lord 1.529, 

And in the morning, on the 10th day of September, 
I Avice returned to ihatMust 

1 From whence she originally sprung. 

I And on the 10th day of the calends of October, 
In the ninth year following, 

The unrelenting king of terrors 
Triumphed over Thomas.” 


In the same aisle there is a stately monument of gi'ey marble, richly ornamented 
with a large urn in the centre, and Corinthian pillars on each side, and two cherulflc 
forms in melancholy attitudes, one with a torch. reversed. Near the (op (lie family 
arms arc displayed, in relief, in wliite marble, elegantly cfnameiitcd; and below is tlie 
following inscription : 


Ilerelicth Benjamin Mildifiay, earl of Fitzw’altcr, wIm^ having many years served his king 
and country in several great offices with dignity and integrity, died February 2.9, 175(), 
aged eighty -six. 

“He inherited the baronies pf Fitzwalt^r, Egremond, Botitoffc. and Burnells, from Sir Henry 
Mildmay, his great grandfather, son of Sir Thomas Mildmay. who married, in 1580, Lady 
Frances, only daughter and heir of Henry, eaVl of Sussex, in whom these baronies in were 
vested. 

“ He married, in 1724, Frederica, ccfuntcss-dow^er of Holdcrness, by w’^hom he had issue 
one son, who died an infant. He* was created carl of Fitzwaltcr and Viscount Harwich \n 
1720, who, dying without issue, devised his estates to William Mildmay, Esq his nearest 
relation in the male line, by whom, in gratitude, tliis monument was ciycted. 
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I f. Here also l^^cth Frederica, countess of Fitzwalter, wife of the said earl, who died August 7. 
1751, aged sixty -three. She was daughter of Mintchort, duke of Scomberg, (count of the 
Homan empire), by the Lady Charlotte, daugliter of Charles Lewis, elector palatine. By her 
first husband, Robert, earl of Holderncss. she had issue, Robert, who succeeded to his father’s 
honours, 1721^ and Ijady Caroline, who married to the earl of Ancram.” 

The family vault of the Miklmays is beneatli these monuments. There is a black 
marble tablet on the north side of the chancel, which bears the clligies of a man, a 
woman, and their family, with a skeleton figure brandishing a dart, and the following 
inscription : 


** To perpetuate the memory of Mathew Rudd, Gent., who died in 1615, aged sixty. 


Thus Death triumphs, and tells us all must die. 
Thus we triumph, t(j Christ by death to Hy, 

To live. To die is not to die, but !i\e ; 

To die to bliss, is blessed Hie tti give. 


Oh, bless me then! Oh, strike me to the heart ! 
Breathe out my life, and Ictdny soul depart. 

Ask how he lived, and thou shalt know his end. 
He lived a saint to Ciod, — to poor, a friend.*' 


In tlie chancel there is a small pioiiument to the memory of Mr. Jeremiah Thwaites, 
of Springfield. He was one of the hundred yeomen of the guard to King Charles 
the Second, to King James the Second, to King William the Third, and Mary the 
Second, and was usher to Queen Anne and George the First. He died the 1st of 
December, 171(>, aged seventy-four. The following donation to the poor is recorded 
on a black nttrble table in the chancel : 


“ The gift of Dame Alice Rowe, and Sarah Nash, wds. daughters of Mr. William Seager, 
of Chelraesforde. Dame Alice Rowe, by her will, dated October the 30th, 1701, gave one 
hundred pounds. And the said Sarah, Nash, one hundred pounds, to buy a meadow in this 
parish, called Tunman Mead ; the yearly rent to be laid out by the trustees for bread to be 
distributed quarterly to the poor of this parish for ever, by the churchwardens for the time 
' being.” 

• ^ 

The sum of 3/. 5^. \<L is paid annually to this parish from tlie revenues of the dis- 
solved priories. 

Ill 1603, a bciK?faetor, unknown,, founded four ajmshouses in Baddow-lane, 
ijtdiich were rebuilt, and tWo tenements added, at the expense of the parish, in 
1783. 

An unknown benefactor founded three almshpuses in the church-yard, in 1625, 

Mr. Chamberlayn, in 167i, gave a rent charge of \L 6Jf. Sd. a year, issuing out of 
a farpi, called Chamberlaynes, in Springfiekl, to be distributed in bread to the poor 
on St. Thomas’s day. 

* In 1720, Mrs. Ann Breda gave 100/. towards purchasing a n<?w school-house. 

John Wallings, Esq., by his will, in 1766, gave 200/., the interest of which to be 
for ever paid^and applied towards the support and maintenance of the charity school. 
In 1772, Mr. Thomas Pocklington, by will, gave 20/. for the benefit of the school. 
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In 1772, Daniel Mathews, Esq. gave 100/., and Peter Mailman gave 65/. 15^. 
towards erecting the organ. 

In 1775, Ann Johnson, widow, gave 500/., the interest of which she directed to be 
applied towards placing out to proper trades such of the children of the charity- 
school as the trustees of her will should approve. 

In 1777, a benefactor, unknown, gave 100/. towards supplying a peal of eight 
bells. 

In 1778, MV. Mathew Joyce, by his will, gave 100/., the interest whereof he 
directed should be expended in the distribution of bread at the parish church to poor 
widows who have not received assistance from the parish. 

Mr. Henry Gilbert, by his will, in 1791, left 200/., three per cent consols, for the 
benefit of the scliool. 

Mr. Robert Greenwood bequeathed 100/. for the benefit of the charity-school, 
in 1812. 

In 1826, John Barnes, Esq., of Kelvcdon Hatcli, gave 50/. towards clothing the 
children of the charity-school. 

The church-yard is kept neatly gravelled, an<l is not unusually small ; but it is, like 
the church-yards of the generality of flourishing country towns, crowded to excess. 

On the north side of the church, near the road leading toward Bishop’s Hall, there 
formerly stood a chapel, dedicated to St. Margaret. The bishops of London collated 
to it, as appears by their register, called Baldock, in the years 1321, 1336, and 
1337 ; and it undoubtedly continued vested in them till its demolition. 

The patronage of the living of Chelmsford 7s in the Mildmay family. It is a 
rectory, valued in the king’s books at 13/. 2^.. 6^/. 

Chelmsford i^ eminently distinguished by a spirit of benevolence, which inducies- 
the higher classes to contribute largely to the rqlief of the imor. During thef inclo- 
ment season of wintef, coals arc given for firing, and a liberal supply of excellent 
soup is distributed. The following charitable institufions have been established 
here : 

Chelmsford Lying-in Charity, instituted January 1*, 17fl9. 

The Benevolent Society, for visiAng and relieving ppor pers^s under affliction, 
established in 1819. 

Chelmsford Auxiliary Charity, to supply linen for infants. 

The Blanket Society, for supplying bfcinkets, sheets, and counterpanes. 

The Dorcas Charity, the members of which make garments to give to poor womey. 

In the year 1552, sf Free Grammar-school ^fis established here, by letters patent, 
granted by Edward the Sixth, ‘^at the humble request of Sir William Mildmay, Knt., 
at that time qpe of his principal secretaries of state ; Sir Walter Mildiyay, Knt., one 
of the general supervisors of the court of augmentations ; Sir Hynry Tyrell, Knt., and 
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BOOK 11. Thomas Mildmay, Esq., together with that of the inhabitants of Chelmsford and 
Moulsham, to be called by the name of ‘ The Free Grammar-school of King 
Edward the Sixth, for the instruction of youth in grammar learning, under the care 
and inspection of a schoolmaster and an usher.’” It was very liberally endowed by 
the monarch nvith Hill’s chantry, in Great Baddow; Stonehouse’s chantry, East 
Tilbury; Cortwyke-marsh chantry. West Tilbury; Plumborough-marsh chantry, 
Southminster ; Barries and Squire Croft’s chantry, in Hatfield Peverel. Out of 
these there is paid yearly forty shillings and eight pence to the poor of* Great Baddow 
for ever ; and seven shillings and ten pence to the court of augmentations. The king 
made the four petitioners the first governors during life, and settled the government of 
it in those four families for ever, constituting them a body corporate and politic, by 
the name of “ the governors of the possessions, revenues, and godds of the Free- 
school of King Edward, in the parish of Chelmsford.” Thqy have, accordingly, a 
large seal of brass, on which is engraved a rose, something like the seal of the Privy 
Council. This seal was found in one of the streets of Colchester, and purchased by 
Mr. Moran t, and returned to the governors of the school. Before any convenient 
place could be provided, the governors hired a large room for the school at the Friers, 
in Moulsham, which had been the refectorium, or hall, belonging to the monks. But, 
in the year 1(^83, the whole roof of this ancient building fell in at once. This pro- 
/identially happened in the middle of the day, just when the scholars and teachers 
had gone out of it. 

The present school-house in Duke-street was erected by Sir John Tyrrell, Bart., who 
was at that time acting governor. He purchased great part of the yard and gardens 
belonging to the George Inn, for that purpose, and likewise a considerable part of the 
ink itself ; this, with additions and enlargements, he converted into a house for the 
liead master, with convenient out-lmuses and offices. The Sschool-room, which has 
been improved by Lord Fitzwalter, and various subsequent* trustees, is lofty and 
spacious. Beside if, there is a‘ very good garden, 
niarity- There are two Charity-schools; one for fifty boys, fqundcd the 17th of August, 
1713 . the other, for twenty girl^, founded in April, 1714; they are both supported 
by voluntary subscriptions. The boys* are dressed in blue, with woollen caps, and 
bands: a master who presides over them has ai salary of thirty pounds a year. He 
instructs them in reading, writing, and arithmetic. The 'girls have stufi' gowns, and 
several other articles of dress, and have a miji^trcss to further instruct them in house- 
lipld work, to fit them for service ; they make up the linen, knit the stockings for 
both schools, and are taught to make^their own gowns and petticoats. Both schools 
are clothed once a year. They arc all trained in the |>rinciples of religion and virtue, 
and when qualified, arc, by the trustees, put out to suitable employments. Since its 
establishment, the number of bova has been reduced to thirtv. The school-house is 
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beside the church-yard, in the lane leading into New-street ; and the master’s house chap. i. 
is a convenient dwelling-house, with a good garden adjoining. 

The County of Essex Society, for the education of the poor, has so far extended its 
influence, that every parish is supplied with the means of teaching reading, writing, 
and other branches of the national system. The Chelmsford Parochial National- 
School consists of upwards of two hundred boys and girls ; and the Infant School, 
of more than a h\}ndred. 

In New-street there are three Alms-houses, for decayed families ; and also two Alms- 
small brick dwellings, with the following inscription on the front between them ; 

Erected Anno, 1731, with money arising by sale of a bam, given by William Davy, 

Anno, 1520, to the poor of Chelmsford; who ordained the profits should be laid out for wood, 

&c., to be dietribulied to the poor at Christmas, yearly ; and the rents of these two tenements 
are to be applied to tliat purpose, Mr. Baron Comyns giving part of this ground to build 
upon.** • 

The parish Workhouse is not far distant, in the same street; it is a large brick Work- 
building, with the following inscription over the door : 

*' The Right Honourable Charles Lord Fitz waiter, and the other inhabitants of the parish of 
Chelmsford, with a general consent, ordered this workhouse to be built for the better main- 
tenance of the poor of the aforesaid parish, 1716.** 


The regulations for the management of this institution are excellent, and appear 
to be well observed. The food is provided by contract, of good quality, and each 
person’s portion measured out according to an established rule, supplying enough 
without waste. The aged and infirm are indulged with a somewhat more generous 
diet; and the sick have convenient apartments provided; and both ^receive every 
necessary attention. A strict moral discipline is observed, neither ale nor tobacco^isT 
suffered to be brought in, and indecorous or profane language is not allowed ;* oatlft 
subject those who use them to a less liberal supply of food, or to some other punish- 
ment, if persisted in. The governor is bound to supply flax, to card and spin, or 
some other raw material for the employment* of those who are able to work, and the 


industrious are encouraged. 

There is a public Dispensary beside the church-yard, for supplying medical assist- Dispen- 
ance to the sick poor ; it js well supported by voluntary subscriptions, and attended 
gratuitously by the physicians and surgeons of the town. ^ 

Of the chapels belonging to the di^enters, the Old Independents’ chapeh is in DisseiitiTs 
Baddow-lane. ; 

The New Indepenflents’ chapel Is also in Saddow-lane, and was built in the year 


1780. 


The Wesleyan Methodist chapel is in Springfield, beside the wharf, and was 
built in 1813. 
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The chapel called Ebenezer^ belonging to a society of the Baptist persuasion, is in 
Dukc-strect. 

The Friends* Meeting-house, in Duke-street, is a very beautiful plain building of 
white brick ; it is of a square form ; the ground-plan measuring eighty-one by forty- 
five feet. The inside is like the exterior, plain, but convenient, with a moveable 
partition, by which it may be adapted to the reception of a larger or smaller number 
of persons, as occasion may require. A convenient apartment contains a library, in 
which are found the works of George Fox and William Penn, and other writers 
belonging to this sect of Christians. 

In an old manuscript book, preserved by the Mildmay family, there is a survey of 
the manor of Chelmsford, of which the following is a copy. It was made at the court- 
leet and court-baron, holden for Sir Thomas Mildmay, Knt., on the 23d of June, 1591 ; 

“ Chelmersforde is one ancient goodly manor, scituate in the heart of the county of 
Essex, in good and wholesome air, conveniently and well house*d, and well built, for 
timber and tile. The cliief manor-house was, in the time of King Edward the 
Thirde, brent and wasted with fire ; and before that it seemed to have been some 
ancient barony. This manor hath very fair demesne lands, woods, and wastes, and 
also a great service, more than tw'o hundred tenants that hold of the same manor 
their lands, tenements, and hereditaments, by reasonable rents, customs, and services, 
of which number above thirty are noblemen, knights, esquires, and gentlemen of good 
countenance. Within this manor, upon parcel of the same, upon the common road 
way, is situate the town of Chelmsford, sometime written the burrowe of Chelms- 
forde, well situated, with more than 'three hundred habitations, divers of them seemly 
for gentlemen, many fair inns, and the residue of the same habitations for victuallers 
•and artificers of city-like buildings, and are all holden of the said manor of Chelms- 
ford, mediately, or immediately, by reasonable rents, custoihs, and services. This 
town is called the shire-town, not only by the statute of eleven of King Henry the 
Seventh, for the custody of weights and measures, but so reputed and taken long time 
before by the keeping of all assizes and* sessions of the peace, and many other certifi- 
cations of the inquisitions there. It is also a great thoroughfare and market town ; 
the market weekly, «on Fridaye. In tho upper fdee of which town-shipe is the parish 
church of the same town, a goodly, seemly, anddarge building of stone, covered with 
lead, meet for the recept of two thousand people, or more ; and in the steeple is a 
convenient ring t)f four bells. Not far distant from which parish church is one other 
fair building, called the Market-cross, or Session-house. There is also the common 
gaol.” 

^ear the church-yard there used to be an ancient mansion-house, called Guy 
Harling, from a Norman knight of the name of Guy de Harling, to vfhonfx it originally 
belonged. It was repaired and occupied by a branch of the Wiseman family in the 
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fifteenth century; and Sir John Gomyns built the present on the ruins of the ancient 
Guy Harlingy intending it as a model of the country seat he afterwards erected at the 
Highlands, making this his place of residence till the other was completed. It yet 
remains the best house in Chelmsford, having been new fronted and considerably 
improved by Dr. Badeley. In the hall there is a considerable number of carvings of 
ancient Norman portraits, very well executed: these undoubtedly belonged to the 
original building. 

In this parish are the manors of Bishop’s Hall, Moulsham Hall, and part of that 
of Bekeswell. Formerly, when in the possession of the bishops of London, the 
manorial mansion was called Chelmsford Hall, but it afterwards received the name of 
Bishop’s Hall ; it is about half a mile north from the church, by the side of the river 
Chelmer. On the 3d of September, 1545, Bishop Edmund Bonner granted this town 
and manor, together with the advowson of the church, to King Henry the Eighth, 
which grant was confirmed by the dean and chapter df St. Paul’s, by deed, dated the 
5th of the same month. It continued in the crown till the 24th of July, 1563, when 
it was granted by Queen Elizabeth to I'homas Mildmay, Esq., and it has remained 
to the present time in the possession of that ancient and honourable family. The 
manor-house of Bishop’s Hall has been in some degree modernized, and preserved in 
an excellent state of repair ; and not far from it, a little to the west, is the Parsonage- 
house, a pleasant rural mansion, surrounded by an orchard and garden grounds. 

There were some abbey lands here, as appears from a licence granted to Philip de 
Aungre and Alice his wife, by Edward the Third, in the year ISl-S, to empower them 
to give to the custos and chaplains of the guild ^t the altar of St. Mary de Thele, in 
the county of Hertford, and their successors, for ever, twenty-six acres^of arable, one 
of meadow, and five of pasture, together with three messuages, being in the purisfac^t 
of Chelmsford and Brobmfield ; but, for alleged ipismanagement, and grossly improper 
behaviour, this property was afterwards taken from this appropriation, and given to 
die hospital of Elfing-Spittle, in London, under the* royal liccpce of King Henry 
the Sixth. 

The river Can separates the manors of Chelmsfortl and Moulsham from each otlier, 
and they communicate by the stone ^bridge. iMoulsham^is a man^r and hamlet, which, 
before the Norman conquest, was in the possession of the abbot and convent of the 
cathedral church of St. l^eter, Westminster, and continued vested in them till the 
time of the general dissolution of religiiVis houses, when it came to the crown. • This 
manor and that of Bekeswell were bought by Thomas Mildmay, Gent., of King 
Henry the Eighth, (for the sum of 622/. 5s. at twenty years’ purchase, in tlie 
year 1540, being the thirty-second of the reign of that monarch. In the ancj[pnt 
survey alrea<}y referred to, the manor of Moulsham is minutely descril\ed as follows : 

The manor of Mulsham is one ancient entire manor, lying •together, within itself, 
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in severalty^ holden of tlie queen’s majesty in chief, and not holden of, or any way 
chargeable or contributory to, any castle, honor, or other common or special seigniory; 
and it hath belonging to it, in soils, demesnes, and wastes, more than thirteen 
hundred acres of good sorts of country soil, both in clay and sand ; and also hath the 
rents, customs^, and services of more than two hundred convenient tenancies, holding 
of the same manor by free deed, and copy of court-roll ; and there is belonging, of 
Common poor vicinage, more than five hundred acres, called Gallewood Common, 
situate in the parishes of Much Baddow, Stock, Ging-Margaret, and Chelmsford, 
aforesaid, but divided from the manor of Chelmsford by one main river. The manor- 
place of Mulsham, commonly called Mulsham Hall, at this day is the seat of Sir 
Thomas Mildmay, Knt. In former times it had no proprietary dwelling upon the 
same, but used by formers, and under-fermers, by reason whereof it 'was grown into 
great ruin and decay, until about the thirty-third or thirty-fourth year of King Henry 
the Eighth, Thomas Mildemay; Esep, did build the same very beautifully, so as it was 
then accounted the gi'eatcst esquirb’s building within the said county of Essex ; and 
since that time it is much bettered, augmented, and beautified, by the same Sir 
Thomas Mildcmay. This manor is seated in a very good wholesome air, upon the 
sand and gravel, not moated or compassed with waters, but hath sufficient store of ponds 
and watercourses ; and hath conveyances brought into the house, into each office, of 
very good wholesome spring water, abundantly ; and of woods, it hath great store. 
To the said manor-place are many fair gardens and orchards belonging, replenished 
with great store of good, and some rare kinds of fruits and herbs. There belong to 
it a dove-house, of brick ; a fair gamt; of deer, imparked ; a great warren ; a goodly 
fishing course, both in private ponds and common river; a very good water-mill; and 
gr^at store of other like necessary provisions. This manor hath threeb hamlets within 
t^e same, viz., the hamlet and street of Mulsham ; the hamlet and street of Wideford ; 
and the hamlet of Gavelwood, which do contain many good habitations and tenancies, 
and are all holden of the said fnanor, either by free deed or copy of court-roll, or at the 
will of the lord of Hie said manor. In the manor of Mulgham there is one grammar- 
school, with convenient stipend fot the master and usher, and is in the gift of Sir Thomas 
Mildemay, Knt., loyl of the said manor ^*and thc^-e is also within the said hamlet one 
hospital, or poor-house, for the maintenance aqd relief of divers poor leprous and 
lazer people, which are put in and out by the said lord ; and within the said hamlet, 
also, vs cflie ancient cross, or building, with /bl prison for the hamlet ; and the cross 
sqrveth sometime as a market-cross, for the sale of pease, in the season, and for flesh 
afid otlier mean victual, the hamlet hUving no market proper ^o themselves, but as 
tliey are partakers of the market of Chelmsford for the* Friday only, and at other times 
in their own cross.” 

The writing from which these accounts of the manors of Chelmsford and Muulsham 
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are taken is in language superior to the generality of the productions of the time, and chap. i. 
particularly excels in conciseness of description and the artless simplicity peculiar to 
the ancients. We are informed, that soon after the purchase of these manors, a 
noble mansion-house was erected by the proprietor, for himself and his posterity ; it 
stood on the left hand side of the road leading to London, and was4cnown by the 
name of Moulsham Hall. It was afterwards rebuilt in a most magnificent manner, by Muuishaiu 
Benjamin, Earl .Fitzwalter, under the direction of that famous architect. Signor '*‘‘**‘ 
Lconi. This splendid mansion has been frequently and minutely described, as have 
its valuable paintings and portraits of celebrated persons. Of the family portraits 
were those of the first proprietor. Sir Thomas Mildmay ; Sir Walter, chancellor 
of the exchequer, &c. ; and of Sir Henry, represented as a corpse, and covered 
with a black vdvet pall: this gentleman dying abroad, was painted by a foreign 
artist, and the painting brought home as an invaluable relic, to be preserved by 
his family ; it is destribed as so natural a representation of a corpse, that it could 
not be viewed without a strong feeling of horror. *There were also a fine portrait of 
Benjamin, Earl Fitzwalter; Frederica, his lady; Robert, earl of Holderness, her 
first husband; and Mainchart, her father, the brave duke of Scomberg. There 
was also an ancient painting of Matilda, (daughter of Lord Robert Fitzwalter,) 
who was poisoned in the abbey of Dunmow, by King John. Accounts^ of numerous 
other pictures are given, particularly one, which was admirably executed ; it was an 
aged female, whose distorted features were expressive of the greatest degree of anxiety 
and distress ; a caterpillar was seen crawling upon her shoulder, and this insignificant 
animal is understood to have been the innocent vause of the mortal agony which the 
painting so truly represents; and we are informed this lady’s death was really caused 
by this accidentf 

It is now more than ^venty years since tliis elegant building was pulled dovn, and 
the plough passes over the ground where it stood ; but a part of the stabling remains, 
which is used as a dwelling-house, and a portion of garden yrall forms one side 
of an enclosure occupied as,a nursery and garden. 

Great part of the manor of Bekcswell is in th^ hamlet of Moulsham, and the Wekeswfii. 
mansion-house belonging to it is on^he rigliVhand side of the rj^ad leading to Stock 
and Billericay, at the entrance to Gaily wood Common. In the reign of Edward the 
Second this estate was in flie possession of Francis Bathenne, who gave it to John de 
Insula de Burglee, Knt., by whom it w^^s granted to Henry de Burghersh,*bishop of 
Lincoln, in 1334; he was lord treasurer and lord chancellor to Edward the Third, 
and, dying in 1341, lyas succeededJn the estalb by his brother, Bartholomew Lord 
Burghersh, to whom King Edward granted a charter of free-warren in his manor of 
Bckeswell. He died in 1355, and was succeeded by his son and hey of the same 
name, who distinguished himself by his courage and bravery;^ he attended Edward 
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BOOK II. the Third in his wars in France, and was by that prince made one of the first knights 
~ of the garter. He died April 5, 1889. His only daughter, Elizabeth, married, and 
conveyed the estate to Edward le Spenser, who is supposed to have enjoyed it only a 
sliort time ; for four years after it was gi*anted to Sir Thomas TyiTell, Knt., and his 
wife Alice. By Inquis. 16, Rich. II., it appears that this manor, with the mill in 
Moulshani, was granted to the abbot and convent of Westminster, from which pro- 
prietorship they came, through the crown, to the family of Mildmay. 

Black Near the river, in Moulshani, there formerly stood a house of Black, or Dominican, 

/\!!*1*). i;{ 20 . Friars. It was a little above the gaol, and the place yet retains the name of the 

Friars. It was a capital building of flints and freestone, and the roof of the kitchen 

was much admired, being similar in its construction to that of the tlieatre at Oxford. 
At the suppression of religious houses, this monastery was valued at 9/. 6 a *. 5d, per 
riDiiins annum. In the reign of Edward the Second, about the year 18^), Thomas Langford, 

a monk of some celebrity, lived here. By hard study and perseverance” he com- 
piled an universal chronicle, from the foundation of the world to his own time. He 
also wrote many other works, an account of which, and of their author, is given in 
“ John Bale’s Centuries, cent. iii. fol. 18^. 

A chapel formerly stood in a held, called Long-stumps, between Moulshani Hall 
and (/ally wood Common; it belonged to the abbey of St. Osyth, and was erected by 
that house. It was endow^ed with a great part of the tithes of Moulshani. At the 
suppression it was let, with the premises, to William Aylenoth, for five pounds per 
annum. It was afterwards, with the moiety of the tithes, conveyed, by grant, from 
the king to William Gernon, Esq. ,« and his heirs for ever, whose daughter Avice 
brought it to the Mildmay family by marriage. 

Moulshani • cTlic alms-liouses on the right-hand side of the road leading to Lovdon, and opj)o» 
lilTrilrirT-* tilt* place wlicro Moulshani Hall formerly stood, are for six poor jieople. They 
t were founded, as we are informed by the inscription in front of them, by Thomas 
Mildmay, Esq., of ^oulsluiih Hall, in 1565, and rebuilt by William Mildmay, Esq., 
of Moulsham Hall, irt 1758.” On the original building was the following inscription, 
OK a stone tablet : 

“ Deo, Trino, et ufti sit gloria. — To the ^lory of the blessed Trinity in unity. — The founda* 
tion of Sir Thomas Mildmay, of Moulsham, Bart., add the I^ad^r Anne, his wife.” 

Beneiith •ivas seQii an escutcheon, with the arips of Mildmay, impaling Puckering, viz., 
a^beiid fusilly cotice. The endowment of this charity was by Thomas Mildmay, Esq., 
jfrandfather to Sir Thomas, who alsO|. besides other charities, left an annuity to the 
free-school of Chelmsford. The following is extracted from his will: “He also 
bequeaths twenty marks yearly out of his tythes ofTerling, to the masters, governors, 
&c., of the free-school of Chelmsford, to be payable at Lady-day and Michaelmas, 
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whereof two pounds towards finding an usher ; six pounds to be divided in c(|ual 
portions at Easter and Michaelmas^ to and amongst six aged, and of the poorest, 
inhabiting the hamlet of Mulsham, three whereof to be men, and three to be women ; 
and the five pounds six shillings and eight pence, being the remaining part of the said 
twenty marks, to be laid out in the following manner: viz. two pounds to buy an ox or 
bullock to be distributed amongst the poor people of Mulsham on Christraas-eve ; and 
three pounds six shillings and eight pence to buy three barrels of white herrings, and 
four cades of red herrings, to be distributed among the poor people of Mulsliani and 
Chelmsford, the first and second week of clean Lent. And it is provided, that the 
owner of the chief mansion-house at Mulsham, for tlie time being, shall have the 
nomination, for ever, of the usher and alms-folk aforesaid, and also the distribution of 
the salary and alms aforesaid, by the oversight of the said rnast(M*s and governors : and 
also gives six tenements within the hamlet of Mulsham, which are setjlled, in trust 
only, on the bishop of London for the time being, for the us(» of six poor peo})le, to l)e 
called beads-folks, or almes-})eople ; and the naming the said six poor people to 
inhabit the tenements to be in the heir of the mansion-house of Mulsham Hall, for 
the time being.” 

The ancient and honourable family of Mildmay trace their ancestry to the time of 
King Stephen. In the thirteenth year of that king’s reign, in the yea? 1147, Hugo 
Mildeme, or Mildme, was a person of celebrity. His son, Sir Robert, was living in 
Lii'jo, the nineteenth of Henry the Third. His two sons were Herbert and Roger, 
seated at Hambleton, in Lancashire, in the year 1283. Rogei'’s successors were 
Henry and Ralph; the former seated at Stone, in Gloucestershire, in 1319. Robert 
was living in 1401, who married the daughter and heiress of — L(* Rous^ ‘‘nid had by 
her a son Thomas, who married Margaret, daughter and heiress of John (.’ornish, of 
Great M'althani. This seems to have been tlie first of the family who Jiad any con- 
nexions in Essex. His son and heir was Walter, who.s^t tied at Writtle, and married 
the daughter of — Kverard, Es(p of Alashbury, and afterwards^ bf Great Waltham; 
he had tw'o sons, Thomas *and John. The former,acv|uired a considerable estate. 
He was one of the auditors of the epurt of augmentation at the time of the suppres- 
sion of the monasteries, and purchased the manor of Mbulsham;* be married Agnes, 
daughter of — Reade, Es(j# by whom he had four sons and four daughters. Each of 
these sons became the head of a considerable family; 1. Thomas, seated at \loulsham 
Hall; 2. William, at Springfield Barnes; 3. John, at Cretingham, in Sufiblk; and 
4. Sir Walter, at Apethorp, in Northamptonshire. From these four sons the family <.?f 
Mildmay spread itself into numerous branches! Thomas, of Moulsham Hall, married 
Avice, daughter of William Gernon, of the city of London, by whom he had eight 
sons and sevdh daughters. His eldest son and heir, Sir Thomas, espoused Frances, 
the only daughter of the noble Henry Ratcliff’ Earl of Sussex, through whom the 
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title and claim to the barony of Fitzwalter, &c. came to the fiimily. Three of her 
descendants inherited them, viz. Benjamin, summoned to parliament as Baron Fitz- 
walter, February the 10th, 1G69, whose two sons, Charles and Benjamin, succeeded 
him. The hitter of these was created Earl Fitzwalter and Viscount Harwich in the 
year 17G0, wllo dying February the 29th, 175(5, without issue, this branch became 
extinct. From the second son, William, of Springfield Barnes, descended Sir William 
Mildmay, to whom the earl bequeathed his estates, and who succeeded to the paternal 
mansion of Moulsham Hall. From J-ohn, the third son, descended KTobert Mildmay, 
of Terling, which branch is totally extinct. The fourth. Sir Walter Mildmay, married 
the sister of Sir Francis Walsingham, chief secretary of state, and had by her two 
sons. He w^as himself at that time chancellor of the exchequer, and one of Queen 
Elizabeth’s privy council; he w'us the founder of Emmanuel College, in Cambridge. 
His sons were Sir Anthony and Sir Humphry. To Sir Anthony, the eldest son, 
ambassador from Queen Elizabc^th to the court of France, he gave his estate at 
Apethorp, in Northamptonshire, and to Sir Humphry he bequeathed his estate at 
Danbury Place. He likewise left an only daughter, who married the right honourable 
b>ancis Vane, earl of Northumberland. Sir Humphry had two sons, John and Sir 
Henry, the former of which dying without issue, bequeathed his estate at Danbury 
to his widow, who married Robert Cory, D. D. and had by him one daughter, who 
married William Ffytcho, Es(j. wdiose son succeeded to the estate of Danbury Place. 
Sir Henry, the latter brother, was master of the jew^l office, &c. in tlie reign of King 
Charles the First. He married the daughter and heiress of — Holiday, ICsq. an 
alderman of the city of London, and had issue, Henry Mildmay, Esq. of Shawford, in 
Hampshire, <fathcr of Holiday Mildmay, who left one only daughter, named Lmtitia, 
heiress in the male line of that branch. She intermarried with Humphry, younger 
son of Carew Hervey Mildmay, of Marks, Esq. who was also descended from William 
Mildmay, Es(|. of Springfield .Barnes, Their issue were Carew, Anne, and Catherine; 
w hich last being espoused to Sir William Mildmay, Bart, the several branches of the 
family were in them united. , * , 

There were nine several families of Mddmay possessed of very large estiites in this 
county in the reign of James the FhW! Sir Thomas Mildmay, of Moulsham Hall; 
Sir 1 lenry Mildmay, Woodliam- Weaker, Knt. ; Sir Humphry Mildmay, Danbury, Knt. ; 
Sir Hcfti-y Mildmay, W^aiistcad, Knt. ; Sir Thomas Mildmay, Springfield Barnes, 
Knt. ; Sir Henry Mildmay, Graces, Knt. ; Sir Walter Mildmay, Great Baddow, Knt.; 
tiarew Hervey Mildmay, Marks, Esq.; Sir Robert Mildmay, Terling, Knt.* 

Philemon Holland, M.D. was born in this towm in. the year\551. After acquiring 
the first rudiments of learning at the grammar-school here, he was sent to Trinity 


* The family arms are— argent, three lions ramjiant, azure. The crest is — on a wreath a lion rampant 
gardant, azure ; armed and langued, gules. ^ 
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College, Cambridge, in which he was advanced to a fellowship. On leaving the chap. i. 
university, he settled at Coventry, as head-master of the Royal Free-school there; and 
also commenced the practice of physic, having taken his degrees at Cambridge. He 
translated Livy, Pliny’s Natural History, Plutarch’s Morals, Suetonius, Ammianus, 
Marcellinus, Xenophon’s Cyropaedia, and Camden’s Britannia, into English; and to 
this last, which was the most valuable of his works, he made many useful additions. 

He also wrote the Latin part of Speed’s Theatre of Great Britain. lie was called 
the translator-general of the age, on account of the number and extent of his works 
of this description, and the rapidity with which they succeeded each other. It is 
truly surprising how a man of two professions could find time to translate so much; 
but it appears, from the date of the Cyropicdia, that he continued to translate till he 
was eighty ye^irs of age. lie was indefatigal)le in study, and of a comprehensive, 
well-informed judgryent. lie died on the 9th of February, 1()3(), in his eighty-fifili 
year, and was buried in St. Mary’s church in (’ovcyitry. 'i’he following epigram was 
made by him on writing a folio with one pen : 

With out? sole 1 wrote tliis book, !• A j>en it was whoii I it took, 

Made of a jiTcy ^ooso (juill; j{ .And a ju-n I leave it still. 

The County Gaol is adjoining the bridge, on the Moulsham side of the river; it was f’ounty 
originally built by an architect of the name of Ilylyard, but afterwards lAucli improved 
by Mr. Johnson. It is a spacious and elegant stone building, the front chiefly occupied 
by the gaoler’s house. Mr. Howard tlie philanthropist visited this gaol in 1779, and 
says, “ The old prison was close, and fretpieiitjy infected with the gaol distemper. 
In(|uiring, in October, 1775, for the head turnkey, I was told he died of it. In the 
tap-room there Jnmg a paper, on wliich, among other things, was writkAi, ‘ Prisoners^ 

1o pay garmsJi^ or runUhe gauntlet' The new gaol exceeds the old one in strength 
and convenience as iimch as in splendour. Tlie county, to tlieir lioiiour, have spared 
no cost. Tills prison was finished in 1777, and occu^vied on the 19th of October in 
that year. There is a cha^xd. Only one close room for an iniintiarv, wliich, being 
unfurnished, has never been used, though on my kisfvisit s(‘veral were sick on tjjc 
floors. No bath. The felons’ apartments eiifirely out of siglit from the gaoler’s liouse; 
a window might be made in his kitchen, which would ov’erlook the felons’ court. The 
window in the debtors’ apattnierit toward the street was highly improper, as an avenue 
lor introducing at all times spirituous Jiqnors, tools, ivc. but it is yow stef)ped up. 

The straw in the felons’ rooms, as also in the bridewell, is on the floors. This gaol 
has not been whitewashed since if w.is first ctfcupied, — a fault too common in neK’ 
gaols. The felons are too mhcli crowded at night, when some of the rooms are 
( mpty.” 

The old it ouse of Correction stood opposite to Springficld-laiie, on tlic ground 
occupied by the houses of Mr. Marsden and ^|r. Perry; it was a very oftensivc and 
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kept locked in their rooms, on account of the insecurity of the prison; and the imper- 
fect drainage kept the sewers in a very bad state. In 1806, a new House of Correction 
was !)uilt by Mr. John Johnson, the estimated cost of which was 8,670/. 6^. 10c/.; but 
the actual expense was 7,690/. 15 a\ 1 1 hd. by which a saving was made of 1 ,279/. 1 0,v. lO^c/. 
At the time of its erection, this building was considered a very good prison; but expe- 
rience convinced the magistrates that external beauty is not the principal point to be 
considered. By inspecting the following statements, it will be seen that a material 
increase has taken place in the number of prisoners. 


Dfbtors. Felons. Bridewell. Total. || Debtors. Felons. Bridewell. Total. 


1774 

Feb. 4 . 

.30 .. 

30 

60 : 

1779 April 7.. 34 . 

7, 


27 .. 68 

1774 

Dec. 6 . 

.13 . . 

31 

.. 18 .. 62 j 

1782 Julyl2. . 28 . 

. 19 


28 . . 75 

1775 

Oct. 19. 

.19 . . 

14 

. . 15 . . 48 1 

1783 Oct.27. . 21 . 

. 25 


31 . . 77 

1776 

Nov. 6. 

.11 .. 

7 

.. 21 .. 39 i 

1787 Dec. 6. .31 . 

.* 76 


30 .. 137 





House of 1 




House of 





Gaol. Correction. | 



Gaul. 

Correction. 

1824 

Oct. 1 



62 169 j 

1827 Oct. 1 


.78 

8 

1825 




122 133 j 

1828 


.85 

.... 5 

1826 




101 91 1 

1829 


.80 

.... 17 





Convict Gaol. 




Convict Gaol. 

1826 




41 

1828 



118 

1827 



■ • • • 

99 

1829 




145 


The gaol at Chelmsford, and also fhe house of correction, were frequently crowded 
with prisoners, several sleeping in one cell, without sullicient ventilation; and the 
mnnber of dJvisions w'as not sufficient to admit of a proper classification, on which 
account the magistrates determined to build another prison. 7"he first brick was laid 
by Sir Jolin Tyrrell, Bart,, on the 2*2d of October, 1822; two of the radii were occu- 
pied by prisoners on the lOtlr of October, 182.5, and the building was reported to be 


completely finished at the Michaelmas session, 1828. 

£ .V. d. 

llie cost was 55,739 17 0| 

J. Hopner, Jsq. voted, to the Coui]^,y Surveyor for his skill 

and attention •. 1,500 0 0 

To Mr.Webb, Clerk of the Works 50 0 0 

To J. T\ Jebb, Esq. Deputy Treasurer. ,* 


£57,289 17 OJ 

The prison, which is of a square form, is situate on* the right-hand side of the road 
leading to Colchester, about three-quarters of a mile from Chelmsford, Jn the parish 
of Springfield, at the corner of a lane leading to Barnes Mill, Sandford Mill, &c. 
The front, looking to the north, stands obliquely to the road, from Vhich it is distant 
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about a hundred feet on the east side, and ninety feet on the west side, and is elevated 
above the road on a terrace. The boundary wall is twenty feet high, including an 
open brick work, which is intended to give way if any of the prisoners should attempt 
to scale the wall. The width of the front is four hundred and twenty feet, and in the 
centre of it is the lodge, built of Bromley Fall stone; it is in the plain *l^gyptian style, 
and has the words Convict GaoF* on a stone near the gateway, ^’here is a wing at 
each angle of the front, corresponding with the lodge. 'Hic wall itself is of brick of 
a dark colour. There are stone columns twenty feet apart in the front. The side 
walls are four hundred and seven feet long, and entirely of brick, with semicircular 
buttresses of the same material, without angles. The lodge comprises the porter’s room, 
his bed-room, ajid a room for visitors to see the prisoners, divided into three cells, into 
which they are to go, when the prisoners are brought into tliree other cells opposite 
to them, and they Qan converse with each other throygh a grating in each cell, being 
about four feet distant; an officer is stationed in a.passage between the cells. Tliere 
are also two reception cells. The roof of the lodge is flat, on whicli criminals are 
executed. Between the boundary wall and the inner wall are an infirmary, with three 
wards for the sick, and a surgery. On the east side is a range of store-rooms, bath, 
and wash-house, bake-house, brew-house, a lazaretto, two stables, and a coach-house. 
The space between the walls, at the back part of the prison, forms a*garden. The 
inner wall is thirty feet high, surmounted with open brick work; it is perpendicular, 
and without buttress or other projection, and is sixty feet within the boundary wall. 
In the centre of the prison, fronting the porter’s lodge, is the governor’s house, com- 
prising also the chapel and a turnkey’s room, from whence all the prisoners can be 
inspected when at work. There are seven buildings, separated from tthe house by 
yards twenty-six feet y^idc. I’hey radiate from the centre, and contain fourteen ctay 
rooms, with airing yards: — 

Single Cells 2(H» containing 204 beds 

Cells with 'jThrcc Beds in each 6’ *. •. 18 

Cells with Four BeJs in each 32 

liozaretto ... 2 3 

Surgery 

Infirmary .... 3 13 

Reception Cells 2 2 

Total... -225 272 

Each cell is eight feet by six and *a half, aiulT nine feet high, and has a glazed iron- 
framed window, which the prisoner can open or shut when he pleases. ’Fhere xyv 
stout iron bifra on the outside of the windows, fixed into the granite.* Th(‘ brick- 
within the cell are laid in Roman cement. There is an iron 1)rick, perforated with 
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HOOK II. small holes for ventilation, in the roof of each cell, which communicates with a tube, 
throuffh which a current of air is constantly passing. In each passage a similar per- 
forated brick conveys warm air from the stoves in the day rooms, so that the whole 
prison is kept aired, but not licatcd. Each cell has a cast-iron door of open work, 
which allows the air to pass freely when the door is locked and the prisoner has not 
access to his cell; there is also a w'ooden door, which is shut when he is locked in, 
to prevent his conversing with the other prisoners. These doors open into a passage, 
which has windows in it, and similar doors at one end. The locks are so constructed 
that it is impossible to force or pick them. The jambs and lintels of the cells, passages, 
and rooms are of granite, 'riiere have been three hundred prisoners confined within 
the walls since the prison was built. The ollicers arc, the governor, three turnkeys, 
an assistant turnkey, and a porter. The chaplain reads ju’aycrs every morning, and 
performs the service of the cliui;ch morning and afternoon; preaches a sermon every 
Sunday, Christmas-day, and Good, Friday; superintends the instruction of the pri- 
soners; and fre({uenlly visits the prison, particularly th(^ prisoners in solitary confine- 
ment. The schoolmaster attends daily to instruct the prisoners in the chapel; the 
selection is made by (lie chaplain, governor, and schoolmaster. A miller has charge 
of the mill, A master shoemaker instructs some of tlu? prisoners to make and mcnil 
shoes for the prisoners, A watchman attends, to direct the labour of some of the pri- 
soners w'ho are employed as labourers. There are eight tread-wlieels, five feet iii 
diameter, of various lengths, from nine and a half to twenty-six feet, 'I'hc number 
usually employed at this labour is from twelve to twenty. There are also two ciip- 
stans for such prisoners as are not able to work on the tread- wheel, and a crank- 
machine for such as cannot work at either the tread- wheel or capstan. This pumps 
water for tlie prisoners’ use, and to cleanse the sewers, &c, I’licVe is a jiatenl 
niacliinc for the einployiucnt of prisoners in solitary confinement, which they have 
named tlie teaser. To all thes^? arc affixed gyroincters, or t(*ll-tiiles, which mark ilie 
number of revolution^ performed by the several machines. The system of discipline 
is very strict, the prisoners nevev being together but whcii at work, or in the chapel 
at ])ray(?rs, or at school, as will l)e som by the following routine. Th(*y are 
unlocked at six o’clock in the 'morning from the 1st of April to the oOth of September, 
and at sun-rise all the rest of the year; and are locked up at eight o’clock at night 
from thctiilth of May to the 18(h of July, and at suii-set all the rest of tlu? year. 
Half ail hour is allowed in the morning, alter unlocking, to make their beds, wash 
tlJemselves, They then work oi^ tiic tread-wheel to half-past seven, at which 
time the bell rings for cliapel, and (hcy*all go to prajY?rs. From the chapel they go 
to their cells, where tlicy take their bread, of the weight of a pound and a half, made 
in the prison, *Hiid a cpiart of beer, made from two bushels and a half ofinalt and two 
])ounds and a half of hops to the hogshead. They breakfast in solitude. At half- 
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past eight the bell rings for work, and they go on the tread-wheel till one o’clock; 
they then retire to their cells, and have an ounce and a half of oatmeal made into a ])int 
of gruel, with onions. At half-past one they are let out of their cells, to attend school 
for an hour in the chapel. At half-past two they resume work, at which they con- 
tinue till seven o’clock in the evening, when they are sent to their cells to eat their 
supper, four ounces of bread and two ounces of cheese, and at eight o'clock in tlie 
evening every prisoner is locked up for the night. Prisoners sentenced to solitary 
confinement are subject to a still severer discipline. They are conhned to a cell in 
the night, and are allowed to walk in one of the passages in the day-time, and in one 
of the yards an hour on Sunday. They sec nobody but the particular ofKccr appointed 
to attend theni, the chaplain, governor, surgeon, or visiting magistrates. They have 
no sort of employment but reading, if they can read; and have no communication 
with their friends, by letter or otherwise, unless und^r particular circumstances, to be 
judged of by the governor, who is to rejiort the ^ase to the visiting magistrates. In 
cases of refractory behaviour, prisoners are confined in a dark cell for a short period. 
Prisoners not sentenced to hard labour arc not punished so severely, but are employed 
in various ways in the prison. The discijilinc of this prison operates in a salutary 
manner on the minds of the prisoners. They are prevented from that intercourse in 
the day-rooms and sleeping-wards, so calculated to spread moral ccfitagion among 
the inmates of a prison; if they arc not made better by coercion, at least they are not 
made worse by contamimition. The very cleanliness to which they are subject, is no 
small part of the punishment. In the middle j^f every yard there is a very large stone 
basin, with soap and a scrubbing brush; and in each of the day-rooms arc found a 
jack-towel and combs. There is also a convenient hot and cold bath, and an oven to 
bake their clotlies. The cells are sufficiently large, wtII ventilated, and wiiitewaslicd, 
some of the prisoners being constantly employed in this very necessary mode *of 
keeping the prison clean Jind healthy. The mill to wiiich two of the tread-w heels are 
attached, makes flour for this prison, Chelmsford Chiol, and Barlviwg House of Correc- 
tion ; besides which, grisls are ground, but no 1^‘ss. than five (piarters ot corn is 
admitted as a grist. 

. . £ 5. l/. 

The profit by the Tread- mill /roni the 1st of July, 18‘2-^, to 


the 3()th of June, lS2i) 220 13 .3^ 

By Shoemakiiig 2 3^ , 

Prisoners earned as Labourers 58 17 3 

Yardmen, Nyrses, 44 16 6 

333 [) 8 


An act oPparliament was procured in 17G5, for making the river Chclmer navigable 
from Chelmsford.to Maldon; but the undertaking was not e^en commenced till the 
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year 179fi, for whicli purpose a new act was procured in 1793, the 33d of Geo. Ill- 
In conformity with the original plan, the river is made available by cutting off the 
extreme points and acute angles in the turnings of the stream, in preference to the 
formation of a straight cut, which would have been more expensive. The channel is 
regulated .to the width of twenty feet at the bottom, thirty at the top, and four feet in 
depth. To remedy difficulties and obstructions at certain places, it has been found 
necessary to make cuts or canals, with locks to pen up the water; these locks are 
seventy feet between gate and gate, and sixteen feet one inch \vide at the gates. The 
first gate and cut extends the navigation to the great bend below Moulsliam Mill; 
and six other cuts and numerous locks occur between this and the great cut of more 
than two miles in extent, with which the navigation ends; this last cut. begins about a 
mile above Bcely Mill, and communicates with the brook near the flood-gates which 
discharge the hnid waters; the lock here is large, to admit lighters as well as barges, 
that goods may be loaded or unloaded into or from the barges, when stormy weather 
will not allow this to be done with safety in the open sea. There is another lock 
liighcr up, to divide the great fall of fourteen feet from the commencement of this cut 
to the sea. This navigation is calculated to convey barges of thirty tons ; and when 
first projected, considerable public benefit w^as expected to arise from it, both to 
Chelmsford, afid the inhabitants of the interior parts of the county, })articularly to tlu' 
land owners and farmers; the price of carriage between Maldon and Chelmsford being 
at that time eight shillings per ton, and the proposed tonnage and lighterage only 
fo\ir shillings and sixpence; also, tlui establishment of a mart in a central situation, 
like that of Chelmsford, it was believed would afford a convenient niiM^ting plac(* 
between land •and water carriage, from wliencc to convey outwards; corn, timber, and 
other productions, and to carry to the interior coals, chalk, and v,arious goods imported. 
A very considerable saving of time was also expected to be made by the new mode of 
conveyance, one barge carryiRg thirty tons of goods, wliicli, by land carriage, would 
reijuire twenty \vagg*Q,ns of a ton and a half each, with eighty liorses, and forty men ; 
the necessary attendance on the* barge being only two men and four horses. The 
result has fully answered these high ex|)(?ctation.i; but the expense, instead of being 
considerably less than twenty ‘thousand pounds, according to the first calculation, has 
exct-‘edcd fifty thousand pounds, and cons(*qucntly the underteiking did not pay tlie pro- 
prietors interest ,for their money during the first twenty years; however, since that 
time it is understood to have produced about two thousand pounds per annum. Tht^ 
njJvigation was begun in the year 1793, and opened in »June, 1797. 


SPtvx I'V 1 

The village* and church of Springfield arc about a mile and a (quarter north-east 
from Chelmsford, and* the two parishes are separated by the Chehner. Springfield 
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parish rises gradually from the banks of the river, and the situation of the village is chap. i. 
on high ground, exceedingly healthy and pleascint. The road leading to Colchester 
passes a little to the east, and contains a great number of houses on either side of it, 
which have very considerably increased since the opening of the navigation between 
Chelmsford and Maldon. The consequence is, that not only the whaafs, and an iron 
foundry, but the Chelmsford gas-works, and various other branches of* business, 
have been brought here. 

In ancient records, the name of this parish is found written Springafield, Springhe- Kiymoiugy. 
field, and Springfield, believed to have been derived from the abundant supply of 
water found in it. 

The soil is what Mr. Young calls a sound loam, or a turnip loam on gravel. 

, The populatiDii is staled at one thousand four hundred and fifty, of which seven population, 
hundred and thirty-two arc males, and seven hundred and eighteen females. 

Anciently, the greater part of Springfield was held hy a Saxon, of tlie name ol' 

Alestan, and the remainder w\as in the possessioi/of Goderic ; but at the time of the 
general survey, the whole was in the possession of Ralph Peverel and Robert Gernon, 
under the name of Springafield : it was about the same time divided into three manors, 
Springfield Hall, with Dukes, Springfield Barnes, Jind Kewton, or Cuton Hall. Tlie 
manor of New Hall is also partly in this parish. ^ 

Springfield Hall is about three quarters of a mile north-west from the church, Spnnir- 
pleasantly situated above the river, with a view of Broomfield to the right, and Chelms- 
ford to the left, and the river and vale beneath. This manor was part of the honorial 
possessions of Ralph Peverel, under whom it wfls held, by the service of two knight's 
tees, by a family, surnarned De Bosseville, somc'time after the general^ survey. M e 
arc informed by Dugdale, that Queen Maud took the hon{)ur from the Peverels, iAid 
gave it to William de Mandeville, earl of Essex^ but the accounts up to the time ^f 
Henry the Third arc contradictory, sometimes stating this manor to be held of the 
Peverel, sometimes of the Mandeville, family. In the’ t^iirty-fifth year of the reign of 
that monarch, Peter Bosseville had a grant of a free-warren’ in Springfield, who, 
dying, bequeathed tlie two knight's fees which lie possessed here to his two daugh- 
ters, Sibill and Joane. Sibill married RobeA Rumbauld; and, on his decease, Jeffry 
de Bello Campo, or Beaucliamp. ♦>oan espoused John de Twinstead ; and the suc- 
ceeding heirs of these families retained their possessions here till the reign of Edward 
the Second, when William de Goldin^on* became pos.sessed of Springfield.* His 
son, Sir John, was his successor, who died possessed of this manor, and half of tlje 
advowson of the cliufch, in tlie twelfth of Edward the Second. It continued in this 
family till the year 14:21, when it descended, by heirship, to John Henxtwortiv a 

Tins family had possessions in several pans of the ooAit). 
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distant relation. Soon after it was in the possession of the ancient family of the 
Tyrells, of Heron, at East llorndon. 

Sir Thomas Tyrell held the third part of the manor of Springfield of King Edward 
the Fourth, in capite, as of his honour of Bologne; he died in 1476; and his son and 
heir, the secorKl Sir Thomas, dying in 1.510, left these honorial possessions to his 
son Sir Thomas, at that time twenty-two years of age, who died on the 3d of April, 
1510, leaving two daughters, Catherine and Gertrude; but they did not succeed to 
this estate, which was held by his brother, Henry Tyrell, Esq. as of^the honour of 
Bologne, with the advowson of the church ; he died on the J^Oth of May, 1688, and 
was succeeded by his sou and heir, Thomas, who died possessed of these estates. The 
next heir was liis son Sir John, who died at the age of cighty-two, in the year 167.5; 
his only son having died before him, he was succeeded by his grands6n. Sir Charles; 
and his son, Sir Jolin, wms the last male heir, at whose death, in 1714, the title 
became extinct. 

Deuks, or Dukes, was in tlie possession of Peter Wendover, in the reign of Edward 
the Tliird; and liis daughter Margaret marrying Richard Deuk, it took its name from 
him, and was afterwards annexed to Springfield Hall. The mansion-house is at the 
south-west corner of the green. 

Springfield, Barnes \vas in the possession of Robert de Gernon, at the time of the 
general siflrvey ; the mansion-house is not far distant from the river, and near the road 
leading from Chelmsford to Little Baddow. In the reigns of Edward the Second and 
Edward the Third, it >vas held by Thomas, William, and John Peso, from whom it 
afterwards came to the noble family 6f Bohun ; in the time of Henry the Fourth, Sir 
Lodowic Johy held it, wdtli a moiety of the advowson of Springfield ; and it was holden 
•bjT Robert de Chelmsford in the commencement of the reign of Edward the Fourth, 
fn 1475, Margery, daughter and heiress of Richard Lord Berners, and wife to Sir 
John Bourchier, inherited this estate; and it continued in the same family till it 
became vested in Coggeshall Atbey, from whence it came to the crown, and, in 1548, 
was granted by Edward the Sixth to William Mildmayi the second son of Thomas 
Mildmay, Es<|. of Moulshani Hall. Tt continued hereditary in that family till 16.50, 
when it was sold to4lobcrt Bertie, Esq.* son of iflontague carl of Lindsey.* It was 
afterwards conveyed to Jolin Porter, Esq. alderman of Lime-streetward, London, 
whose executors, at his decease, sold it to Sir William Mildmay, Bart, which brought 
it back again into that family. 

; Kewton, or Cuton Hall, was a manor formerly reckoned part of New Hall; the 
mansion-house is on the south side of the road to Colchester. Pn the time of Edward 
tht Third, it was held of Henry de Bohun, earl of Hereford and Essex, by Thomas 


• His sisfbr l*']izabcth w:is married to Charles Mildmay, Lord Fitzv^altcr. 
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de Mcrk; afterwards it became the property of Coggeshall Abbey, and consecpiently ch ap. i. 
came to the crown at the dissolution. Henry the Eightli granted it, together with the 
whole site of the above-mentioned abbey, to Sir Thomas Seymour, Knt. Some time 
afterwards coming, by an exchange, into the king's possession a second time, he 
granted it to John Paschall in 1515, in whose family it remained till after which 
it was purchased by Robert Witham, a vintner of London, wlio settled it upon his 
wife Charlotte, who, on the death of her husband, married James Ruck, banker, and on 
his decease espoused JohnCurzon, Esq. Some of these manors were dismembered in 
the seventh year of the reign of Edward the First, when many individuals held lands 
independent of them. Among these may be mentioned Richard de Springheld, who 
held a moiety of the church, and other estates, exempt from these manors. He w'as 
a man of fame, 'taking his surname from the place, and one portion of the living was 
afterwards called Richards, from his Christian name. 

The estate belorfging to Springfield Place is jiot very coiLsiderabre; formerly it Sprinofidd 
belonged to Ruke Church, and afterwards to the^Rridges and the Capels; to these ^ * 

succeeded Mr. Samuel Fryar, of London; it was afterwards possessed by Mr. Robert 
Witham, lord of the manor of Kewtoii, who rebuilt the house, which is an exceedingly 
good one, and stands near the east end of the church. It was purchased next J)y John 
Strutt, Es(|. who sold it to John St. Leger Douglas, Esep who laid out the adjoining 
grounds with elegance and taste, and rendered it a commodious and handsome country 
residence. 

The abbot of Waltham held a tenement here, by the service of the eleventh 
})art of a knight’s fee, under Philip Burncl, wlx) dital in the tw'enty -second year of 
Edward the First ; and in the sixteenth year of Richard the Second, Roger Kettevick 
and Adam Cook had licence to grant twenty shillings rent in Springlieltl to the abl^of, 
and convent of Coggeshall; also lands called a inanor, in this parish, belonging t,o 
Thobic Priory, were granted, among others, to Cardinal M'olscy, by King Henry tlie 
Eighth, in the seventeenth year of his reign. 

The Church is on the itprtli side of tlu? V 4 llagc? green. It consists of a nave and ( liurtb. 
chancel; it is tiled, and has a brick tower, embattfed,’ containing five bells, and on 
the top a wooden turret. The follcfsving inscription is over the south window' ; 

“ Praise Gpd for all tlic good benefactors. Anno 15sn. ’ 

From wdiicli wc may understand, that|^at that time the building was repaired, or 
re-(jdified. There is also the same date cut on stone in one of the buttresses, with tlie 
arms of Mildmay untjerncath. 

Over the door of the vestry fs a tablet, with the following inscription : 

• 

•* Roberte Uoberson, who departed this life the fourthe of March, Anno Domini I (>19, did. 
by his will, give fortye powmdes for the crectingcof a maine spire, w hyh, without great danger 
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BOOK II. to the steple, and charge to the parishioners, could not be set up. Wherefore, Ijy the allow- 
ance of Richardc Freman, and Charles Biglande, Gents., overseers to his said will, therewith 
was repaired the steple and lantron, the belfrie enclosed and beautified, and the stairs there 
altered and amended. Twelve new pewes in the bodye of the church, fowre pewes in the 
clmncell, a pulpjtt head, a communion table erected, and the chancell seated rounde about for 
the communicants ; all which worcke was done by the appointmentc of John Tansted and 
William Pinchion, church- wardens. Anno Domini, 1624.*’ 

This parish, though it lias never had but one church, had, from tiifie immemorial, 
been divided into two distinct portions, having two rectors, two patrons, and two 
parsonage-houses. They were, however, consolidated by Dr. Sherlock, bishop of 
London, at the request of Sir John Tyrcll, Bart., who was at that time (1753) the 
patron of both. There is therefore now only one rector ; and one of the parsonage- 
houses has been pulled down. The patronage is annexed to Springfield Dukes. 
The value of this rectory in the* Liber Regis is 22/. 11^. (W. 

Clifiritifs. 'piiy poor of this parish are entitled to the sum of six pounds thirteen shillings and 
four 2)ence per annum, out of the rent arising from throe fields, called Great Perry- 
field, Little Perry-field, and Mill-field. To the poor also belong four tenements on 
the .south-west side of the green, occupied by indigent ])ersons; and also a tenement 
on the west side of the road leading to Little Waltham, and occasionally used for 
persons afflicted with contagious diseases. 

There arc certain lands, conUiining twelve acres and nineteen poles, situated in the 
parish, and known by the names of Home-field, Alms-field, Church-field, Wood-field, 
and Little Lay-oates; from the rent efnarge of these lands, the sum of two pounds per 
annum is to be applied to the repairing and beautifying the church, and the remainder 
is^iven toward supporting the poor. When Mr. Ruke Church was in possession of 
Springfield Place, several contiguous cottages belonging to the* poor were demolished, 
and the ground applied to the enlargement of the court-yard; for these Mr. Church 
, bound himself and his heirs to pay forty shillings a year to the poor for ever. 

The present age i§ honourably distiiiguished by the institution of Charity-schools 
imalniost every town and considerable village in the kingdom, and all are agreed in 
the preference of knowledge, to ignorawje; yet diany are of opinion, tluit if with a 
portion of learning, habits of industry could be •established, much additional benefit 
would arise to the poor themselves, and to society in general. Benevolent individmds 
and sftcicties, influenced by these views, have/adopted the plan of allotting small por- 
tions of land to agricultural labourers, by which they may beneficially employ their 
own leisure, and give active employment to their children. Thc^ rector of Springlield 
soipctimc ago adopted this plan, and has appropriated a considerable quantity of land 
to the purpostt, with constantly increasing success. 

Excellent accommo^lations arc provided here for the education of the children of 
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the poor, and the school is numerously attended, and under good management. The chap. i. 
ground on which the school-rooms are situated was a grant from the earl of Arran ; 
the buildings were erected by public subscription. But a great increase in the 
number of scholars was soon found to occasion the necessity of enlarging the building 
by two wings; and the gratitude of the poor is due to their munificent benefactor, 
the late Richard Coates, Es(p who, at a very considerable expense, made these addi- 
tional and important improvements. 

It is well known that Dr. Goldsmith, the celebrated author of the Deserted Hr.Colii- 
Village, resided some time in Springfield, and though it is not certain that he wrote *^*^**^’* 
that poem here, yet some of the sentiments it contains are such as may have natu- 
rally arose from occurrences which had taken place a short time before his arrival. 

nOREIIAM. 

The ground occupied by this village and parish is, *the greater part of it, consider- Wortham 
ably elevated, immediately adjoining to Springfiel*!, on its southern extremity, and ^ 
on tlie east, to tlie parisli of Little Baddow. The village is on tlie great road to 
Colcliester, from wliich town it is distant eigliteen miles; from London thirty-three ; 
and four miles north-east from Chelmsford. Tlie name is derived from the Saxon 
words Rore^ a market, and Ilanty a hamlet, from which it is believed to have been 
a place of some importance in the time of the Saxons. The parish is well wooded, 
and the woods generally kept in the hands of the proprietors, the usual management 
being to cut tliein at sixteen or seventeen years’ growth. But tliesc woodlands have 
been gradually diminishing for many years, and A great deal is already brought under 
tile plough. The land exhibits several varieties of character, but in general is very 
fruitful. 

The population consists of four hundred and forty males, and four hundred I’opul.itij.n, 
and seventy-eight females; total, nine hundred and eighteen. 

In the time of Edward the Confessor, Borchain wasMield by fourteen freemen, and 
lielonged afterwards to Tm^Lihill and Anchillj and at tlie time 6f Doomsday survey 
it was held by the celebrated iMistacc. t‘arl of BoloLUie: Suene, of Essex; and 
William de Warren. 

The parish was formerly divided into six manors. 'I'hc manor of Old Hall was oiil Ji-iii. 
on the south side of the street, nearly opposite the church, and sometimes called the 
manor of Aldham: it was held by a fa.l[)ily suniamed Dt» Boreliam,*from tAe place, Maii.)r(»r 
and undoubtedly descended from Lambert, mentioned in Doomsday book as uiiderr 
tenant to the earl of Bologne. John dc Bort^luhn held, in the parishes of Boreham 
and Baddow, one knight’s fee of the honour of the said noble earl, in the reign of 
King John, ip the years 1210 and 1211. His daughter and heir wag married to 
Baldwin Filliol, without the king's consent; for which olfence jialdwin was brought 
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Richard, his son and heir, thirteen years of age. Yet at this time New Hall was chap. i. 
holder! by John de Boreham and others; (on what account is not known) and in the ’ 

sixth of Henry the Sixth, Robert Darcy, of Maldon, and others, granted to Sir 
Walter Hungerford two parts of the manor of New Hall, in Boreham. Soon after, 
the whole appears to have been in the occupation of Richard Aired, iifho held this 
manor under Margaret, queen of England, of her manor of (ireat Baddow, parcel of 
the duchy of Lancaster. The same Richard Aired also held lands in Boreham of 
John, earl of Oxford; lands in Springfield, Little Waltham, and various other places, 
were also holden by him of Sir Jolin Bourchier, and Sir Thomas Tyrell. His son 
William succeeded him in these possessions, as befpieathcd by will, in 1 1-IG. After- 
wards, this estate came to the crown, as is supposed, by forfeiture, at the time of the 
desperate struggles between the houses of York and Lancaster. New Hall was next 
the property of the noble family of Boteler,* earl of Ormonde. This family had been 
zealous adherents to’ the house of liancaster. James Boteler was created earl of 
Wiltshire, by Henry the Sixth, in the twenty-seventh of his reign, and at his father’s 
death became carl of Ormonde. In 1 I.jI he was with the king at the battle of St. 

Albans, and also fought for him at the battles of Wakefield, Mortimer s Cross, and 
Towton, at which last place he was taken prisoner, beheaded in LHil, and attainted in 
the first year of Edward the Fourth. John, his next hrotlier, was also attainted in 
the fourteenth of the same reign. Butl'liomas, his third brother, living to see Henry 
the Seventh on the throne, that prince, as some recompense for the services and 
suflerings of his family, gave him the manor of New Hall; and in the seventh year of 
the same reign he had a licence granted to build walls and towers about it, from which 
we may conclude? that the house was at that time embattled and fortified. He left 
only two daughter, of whom Margaret was married to Sir William Boleyn, of Blickling,* riul. yn 
in Norfolk, the son and h’oir of Sir (Jeofrey B(»levn by tlie Lady Anne, eldest daughter 
and coheir of Thomas, Lord Hooaiid Hastings. His son, ’Thomas Boleyn, inlieriting 
this estate, was advanced to the title of Viseonnt Hoehford, in and soon ;iftcr- 

wards knighted of the garter in lo:it>he was created earl of Wiltshire and Ormonde, 
and in the following year was constituted lord privy-seal. All these honours were heaped* 
upon him by King Henry the Eighth, when that monareliM^as the fettered slave of his 
fair daughter, the Lady Anne Bol(*yn, wliom he soon afterwards married ; having, either 
by purchase or exchange, become possessed of this manor in l.>17, tlie ninth year of 
his reign.f This place now became a ro\ air residence, and here the king kept the feast 
of St. George in the year 152A. His daughter, the rrincess Mary, resided here several ' 

•' * I' . . . 

• C'amden calls this family Uiitler. In .'.iicicnt miiiiiincnts, the office of bniler is spelt holcler. Tlie earls 
of Ormomlc (whose family name is Butler) arc hcrc*ditarv chief ImtUrs of Ireland, ami attend at coronation: 
in virtue of that office. 

t A person of the name of Colt lived at New Hall about this time. Sir Thomas More married his cKlest 
daujrhter. 



HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK II. 


Sir Tho- 
mas Had- 
dittV. 


General • 
Monk. 


104 

years, and by numerous additions and improvements, added very considerably to its 
extent and magnificence. It remained in the possession of the crown till the year 
when Queen Elizabeth gave it to Tliomas RadclifTc, earl of Sussex, to whom 
she also granted all the manors of Boreham, Walkfare, Old Hall, and their depen” 
dencies, comrtionly called the honour of Beaulieu.* This may be considered to have 
been a very large grant from a princess in general very sparing of her favours; but 
Sir Thomas had, by his public services in Scotland and in Ireland, so well deserved 
of his ciueen and of his country, that these ample rewards were with* justice and pro- 
priety awarded to him. 'J'hesc possessions were settled upon hhn and his male issue, 
in default of which they were to go to various more distant relatives, among whom was 
his sister, at that time the wife of Sir Thomas Mildmay, Knt. On his death in 1583, 
without issue, the cstfite came to liis brothers, and continued in the family till the year 
1G20, when Robert, earl of Sussex, his nephew, sold it to the renowned Villicrs, duke 
of Buckingham, for thirty tlioiisand pounds. When this duke wa*s murdered by Felton 
in 16^if), his son George became heir to his title and estates, and in 1(148 joined with 
the earl of Holland and others in taking up arms in behalf of King Charles the First. 
The royal army being defeated and dispersed at Kingston-upon-Thames, the duke 
was proceeded against as a traitor, and his estates sequestered; and afterwards, when 
commissioners were appointed to sell traitors’ estates, this w'as purchased, in 1()51, by 
General Oliver Cromwell, the consideration money being five shillings, and the 
computed yearly value, 1309/. 12^. 3Jc/.; but Hampton ("ourt being a situation more 
agreeable to the general’s wishes, he exchanged it for that place, paying the estimated 
diflercnce. Soon afterwards this estate was sold to three opulent citizens of Ijondon, 
for eighteen thousand pounds. It was undoubtedly recovered by the duke of Biick- 
higham at the restoration, of whom it was purchased by, or for, George Monk, the 
* fortuhate instniment of that important event; for which scVvice to the state he w as 
created duke of Albemarle, with a pension of seven thousand pounds a year, to him 
and his posterity, put of the* royal revenues. The duke lived here in the utmost pomp 
and grandeur, and'at an extravagance of expense whieV considerably diminished his 
Estates, having every thing that wealth could procure or fancy invent. The account 
of his life and actions arc in the histoar/ of the tountry, and in several particular lives 
of him which were published after his death, which happened orl the 4th of January, 
1()()9. He was succeeded in his honours and estates by his only son, Christopher, 
who, (()ur da]^s before his father’s deccasG< had married the Lady Elizabeth, eldest 
j daughter of Henry, Earl Ogle, son and heir apparent of William Cavendish, duke 
of Newcastle. In 1387, this se(?bpd duke of Albemarle ^vent over as governor 
Jo Jamaica, attended by the learned Dr. Hans Sloane, who at that opportunity cum- 
« 

• King Henry was for some* time so much pleased with this retirement, that he gave it the name of Heau- 
lieu, the /air ( or beautiful^ place. 
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posed his history of the island. The duke died in Jamaica in 1688, the estate chaf. i. 
descending to his wife, on whom he had settled it. The duchess afterwards married 
Ralpli, duke of Montague, in 1691. Her grace died, near Clerkenwell church, the 
^^8th of August, 1734, in the ninety-sixth year of lier age. Previous to her death, 

Benjamin Hoare, Esq., the youngest son of Sir Richard Hoare, banker and lord 
mayor of London, had purchased the reversion of this lordship, anil the estates 
belonging to it, which he sold, in 1737, to John Olmius, Esq., afterwards created 
baron of Waltliarfi, of the kingdom of Ireland; the purchase including the house, 
with tlu', gardens and park, but no other part of the lands. Soon afterwards the 
purclias(?r took down a considerable part (according to some accounts, nine-tenths) of 
tliis great c*difice, yet reserving sufficient of it to make a noble and commodious country 
scat for himself, to which he added several new offices. 

There was formerly a most splendid chapel belonging to this house; and when it (;haj»tlan(l 
was taken down, the ])ainterl w'indow, of admirable workmanship, was preserved, and 
ultimately placed in the church of St, Margaret s, IVestminster. There is a very fine 
drawing of it, by Wrtue, jweserved in the archives of the Society of Antiquaries, 'fhe 
history of this window is curious. The magistrates of Dort, in Holland, being 
desirous of presenting Henry VII, with something wortliy to adorn his magnificent 
chapel then building at Westminster, directed this window to he made, wdiich was five 
years in finishing ; King Henry and his (]ueeii sending their pictures to Port, w'hence 
their portraits are delineated. Henry, dying before the window was completed, it fell 
into the hands of an abbot of Waltham, wdio placed it in the abbey church, where it 
remained till the dissolution in loK). To preserve it from being destroyed, it was 
remov(‘d by Robert Puller, the last abbot of Waltham, to the chapel at New’ Hall, 
where it remained until the commencement of the civil war, when the duke of 
Hiiekinghani solll it to (ieneral Monk, who, having more taste than fell to the lot • 
most generals of his time, caused this window' to he buried under ground, during* 
the Commonwealth. On the restoration of Charles 11., Monk rephu*ed this win- 
dow in the chapel. On the partial demolition of New’ Mall l>yMr. Olmius, this 
W’indow w'as purchased by Edward Conyers, Esep with a design to jmt it up in his 
chaj)el at Copthall ; but when it was foun^l better to rel)uild than to repair tlutt 
seat, this was sold to the parish oi* St. Mai^aret's, Westinin.>toF. The subject ot 
the central part of the i^piiting on* the window^ is the crucifixion ol our Lord 
Jesus Christ between tw’o thitwes, designed and executed in so masterly a style, that 
we seem, indeed, to behold the last agihiioi of dying persons, and \ho muscles, as 
they start forw'ards from their places, when the limbs of the sufferers are fixed dow’ij 
to the cross. The U5nian officer and soUlier«, and some of the chief riders of the 
Jews, arc in attendance, and their fornw are strikingly characteristic. The Komjn 
centurion, who pierces the Saviour’s side witli his spear, is on the left hand: the 
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nooK ir. horse on which he is mounted is an exquisite painting. The three Marys are at the 
foot of tlic cross, drowned in sorrow and in tears; and Jerusalem appciu*s in perspec- 
tive behind tiiem. On the right, the ministering spirit attends to convey tlie soul of the 
hardened and impenitent malefactor to his appointed punishment ; but on the left is 
the angel of mercy, to guide the pardoned penitent to the mansions of blessedness. 

On tlie left hand side of the window, St. George is represented arrayed in plate 
armour, under which is Henry the Seventh at his devotions, attired in royal robes, 
crowned with a diadem, and kneeling under a canopy of state ; and in the compart- 
ment, on the opposite side, St. Catherine is represented, in a studious attitude, holding 
in lier right hand a book, and resting her left on a sword, and at her feet is seen part 
of the wheel of martyrdom. Elizabeth, Henry’s consort, crowned and kneeling, 
occupies the place below St. Catherine ; over which, as on tlie opposite side, there is 
a gorgeous canopy of state. Above the crucifixion, on panes of smaller dimensions, 
angels with the instruments of the crucifixion are painted ; on the left of which is 
placed a white rose within a red one, to signify the union of the two houses of York 
and Lancaster in Henry tlie Seventh and Elizabeth his queen; on the opposite 
side to which th(*rc is a pomegranate, the arms of Granada, to denote the descent of 
Lancaster and York from the royal families of Spain by the intermarriagtjs of John 
of Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, and of his brother Edmund, duke of York. 

After a series of alternations of good and evil fortune, — sometimes, under the super- 
intendance of princely munificence, flourishing in regal splendour, at other times 
neglected and becoming ruinous, — even in our time, this celebrated building pre- 
serve's enough of its pristine greatness to excite admiration. The original erection 
consistcal of two (piadrangltvs, enclosilig two extensive courts ; three sides of both these 
were destroyed nearly a hundred years ago, by Lord Waltham, except w'c are to coii- 
• snler the wings of the present liouse to be parts of one of tliem. The principal front 
has six bay w'indows, with stone nviHions, finished with a phun parapet, evidently of 
modern construction. 

The great hall isr a most magnificent apartment ; in height more than forty feet, in 
length ninety, and fifty in breadth. Queen Elizabetli’a arms ornament the porch 
over the entrance, with tlie following inscriptions : 

VI VAT ELIZABETHiE, 

TRANSLATION. 

U.i terra 1?, plu sfivia Regina, On earth the pious, wisi? queen, 

Kn ciclo la piu lueeiite st«*Il,T; In the heav«*n the shining star of piety; 

Virgiiie magnaiiiina, doita, iliviiia, A virgin, noble, learned, divine, 

Leggiadra, honcsta et bella. V/itty, chaste, aiuRbeauteous. 

.On the opposite side a door opens to tlie eastern front, which has over it the arms 
of King Hemy the hhghth, in relief, very finely executed, in frec-stoiic, 'd dragon and 
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greyhound, with crowns over their heads, for supporters; under wliich a lion and a chac. i. 
hawk bear up a scroll, with the following inscription : 

“ Hcnricus Ilex Octavus, Rex inclit. armis inagnanimus struxit hoc opus egregium.” * 

On the ceiling there is a splendid display of stucco work, representing cherubim 
supporting the chandeliers, with the arms of the Waltham family in the centre. When 
the last of that family came of age these ornaments were placed here. Ihis capacious 
apartment has been conveniently and elegantly fitted up as a chapel for religious 
worship, for the use of a community of nuns, of the order of the Holy Sepulchre, who, 
driven from liiege, in Germany, during the disastrous occurrences of the French 
revolution, sought here a peaceful retreat ; and, beside their religious occupations, 
are usefully engaged in superintending the education of a limited number of young 
ladies. 

Culverts is a manor dependent on that of New Hall, the mansion-house being in Manor .-t 
the fields opposite to Old Hall. Its name is said to have been derived from Richard ^ 
de Colewortjf who was in possession of it in the time of Henry the Third. It was 
afterwards in the Rurnel fiimily; Robert Burnel, bisliop of Bath and Wells, and lord 
high chancellor of England, holding it in the reign of Edward the First, of the honour 
of Boulogne. In the time of Edward the Second it was held by Maud, sister to 
Edward Lord Burnel, who married John Lovel, of Tichmarsh. This family liaving 
by some means been deprived of it during one or two descents, it came to tliem again 
in 1420, and in 1 185 belonged to Francis Lord Lovel, who was created Viscount 
Lovel in 1483, and the year following appointed lord chamberlain of the household 
to King Richard the Third. Attending that usur|>er to the battle of Bosworth, he 
fled, after the defeat and death of his master, to the abbey of St. John’s, in Colchester; 
but not deeming himself safe there, he fled to Margaret, duchess of Burgundy. After- 
wards, coming first to Ireland and then to England in behalf of Lambert Simnel, hb * 
was slain at the battle of Stoke, in Nottingliamshire, after having been attainted by’ 
act of parliament. He was one of the persons alluded to in these lines — 

“ Thf rat, the rat, aiul Lmrl the dog, . 

<iJovi*rn all England undrr the hog.” 

King Henry the Seventh had, previously to Lovel’s death, granted this manor to John 
de Vere, carl of Oxford, who had been very Itistriunental in setting the crown on bis 
head, and liad suffered much for the tiouse of Lancaster; but this noble carl died in 
1512, without issue, the reversion of his estates having been previously granted to Sir 
Thomas Bolcyn and his heirs. 

• **Thc magnanimous J^enry the Eighth,,.! king rcnow!«'d in arms, ereited this sumptuous building.'* 

Tlii-s inscription refers to a magnificent gateway w'liicli formfrly led into the principal court, and from wliicli 
the arms were removed into the ludl. ^ 

I This pcrson|i9 mcntloiltd in a charter of William dc Rykham, a benefactor to Waltham Abbey, who 
seems to have been lord of this and other estates in or near this parish. 
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Walkefarcs is a manor usually granted with that of Culverts, Where tfie house 
stood is not known. At the time of the sui*vey it belonged to Odo, bishop of Bayeux. 
The family of De Waldfare, or Walkfare, took their name from this place. 

The manor of Brent Hall formerly belonged to Lees Briory, but it is not known at 
what time, or by whom it was given. It was granted by Henry the Eighth to Sir 
Richard Riche, of whom it was purcha^sed by John Tendring, in 1538, in whose 
ancient family it remained many years ; but for want of an heir it was sold to 
Colonel Leighton, and afterwards Injcarae the property of Mr. Curtis, of London. 
The house is on the right-hand side of the road leading from Boveham to Little 
Waltham. 

Porters is a manor contiguous to this, and the house is on the opposite side ot tlie 
road. Its name is derived from Robert Porter, who held it in tlie reign of Richard 
the Second. It never afterwards continued long in any other family till it came to 
the Hollises, wlio jmrehased it of Phincas Bowles. 

Boreham House is an elegant country seat, of white brick, originally built by 
Benjamin Hoare, Esq. and embellished with costly ornaments, fine marbles, and other 
materials t^ikcn from New Hall; it is on the riglit-hand side of tlie road leading to 
(h)lchester, on the highest ground of the village, and is ajiproached by an avenue of 
trees, between which there is a tine sheet of water. During the trial of Governor 
Warren Hastings and Sir Elijah Impey for maladministration in India, the latter 
resided here, with fifty servants in his household establishment. It has since become 
the seat of Sir John Tyrell, Bart., who has added two wings, and made many 
improvements. The centre of the building is in the Vanbrugh style of architecture, 
and has a pediment with the arms of tlic Tyrell family, and a neat ballustraded battle- 
ment. The wings are light, and at each extremity are terminated by arches, flanked 
by columns, which liave a pleasing appearance. The park, which Is laid out w ith 
•considerable taste in the modern style of gardening, is adorned with a good piece of 
water, which approaches the principal front of the house. There are two good 
avenues of trees. .The stables and domestic offices arc extensive, and arc well con- 
cealed by the shrubbery, &c. in the inimediatc neighbourhood of the house. I’hc 
confined limits of the work prevent a detailed account of the interior of this mansion. 
The principal apartments are of consi^'erable dimensions, and fitted up w'ith much 
taste and judgment, particularly the drawing /and dining rooms, and the library. 
There are also some fine paintings by eminent masters. 

The lamily of Tyrell* has always been ceJ'’brated in the history of this county, both 
on account of rank and influence, and the extent of their possessions. This family is 

* 'J'lu' arms of Tyrrll aro Ar^i-nt, within a bordure engrailed, gules, two chevrons azure. Ocst — A peji- 
cifok’s tail issuing from the mouth of a boar’s head, couped erect. Supporters — Two tigers regardant. 
Motto — Sans crahifc. 
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descended from Sir Walter Tyrell, who accidentally slew King William Rufus, and chap. i. 
who appears in Domesday book as seised of tlie manor of Langham in Essex. He ’ 

is the common ancestor of several families of this name, seated in various parts of 
England, but chiefly in Essex and Suttblk. For fifteen generations from this ^ir 
Walter, the liead of the family api)cars to have been constantly kniglited. Amongst 
them Sir James Tyrell, eighth in descent from Sir Walter, married Margaret, 
daughter and heiress of Sir William Heron, of Heron, Knt., and thereby accpiired 
the manor of Herpn, which was subsequently, for many generations, tlie seat of his 
descendants. 

Sir John Tyrell, of Heron, great grandson of Sir James, was treasurer of the 
household to King Henry the Sixth. Sixth in descent from him, and eighteenth 
from Sir Walter Tyrell, was Thomas Tyrell, of Heron, whose eldest son, Sir John, 
died without issue; and his second son, Thomas, who was seated at Ramseys Tyrell, 
in Essex, married M*argaret, daughter of Jolin Fillol, of Old Hall, Esq. ; and liad 
issue, first. Sir Jolm Tyrell, Knt. whose son was created a baronet in >673;* and, 
second, Thomas, whose scat was at Rattlesbury*, in this county. He married 
Eli/.abeth, daughter of Thomas Steward, of (dielmsford. Esq., and had issue, a son 
and licir, John Tyrell, of Billcricay, and Barnard’s Inn, London. He married 
Mary, (Liughtcr of Giles Alleyn, of Ilaselcy Hall, Esq., and died Sept. 20, 1712; 
leaving issue, John Tyrell, of Billcricay, who married Mary, daughter of William 
Marlow, Esq., by whom he had issue, Charles, who died unmarried id 1736, and 
John, of Hatfield Peverel, in Essex. This John married first, Sarah, youngest 
of the two daughters and co-heiresses of John Higham, of Boreham, Esq.; and, 
secondly, Anne, eldest daughter of the Rev. Williyrn Master; and died Nov. 3, 17S(>, 
leaving issue by his second wife, John, and Mary Anne, wife of the Rev, J. Jenner, D.D. 
who died in ISO/j. 

Sir John Tyrell, Bart.^was born July 20, 1762, and was created a baronet Sept 23, 

1809. He married, Nov. 29, 1791, Sarali, only (laughter and heiress of illiani 
Tyssen, of Waltham House, Herts, Esq.; and by licr»hud issue, Anna Maria, born 
Nov. 16, 1792, married June 18, 1811, to J(jhn Roberts Spencer Thilips, of KiH- 
liam Lodge, in this county; Jolin Tyssen, born Det. 2*1, 1795, married, May 19, 

1819, Eliza Anne, eldest daughter and coheit^of Sir Tliomas Pilkjngtoii, of (dicvet, 
Yorkshire, Bart., of Nova Scotia, and, has issue three daughters; third, Mary, horn 
l"eb. 20, 1802; and fourth,* Charles Tyssen, horn Jan. 22, 180k Sir John 'ryrell 
served the office of High Sheriff of tlic cojiinty of Essex in 1827. 

Tlie cliurch is nearly in tlie centre of tlie village; it has a nave and aisles, and a Tln iliuni. 
chancel. It is dedicated to St. Andrew. Betwecfii the nave and the chancel there is* 
a s(|uare stone tower embattled; in which are six bells. 'I’he chancel is spacious, 

♦ This haroiietcy hixamc extinct in 1766. 
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BOOK II. and of the same breadth as the body of the church. Sir Thomas Radcliffe, at his 
own expense, added a south aisle, and called it Sussex Chapel, making it the place of 
interment of that noble and heroic family. 

in this chapel there is a splendid and costly monument, erected by Earl Thomas, 
to perpetuate the memory of his noble relatives, and of himself. On the top are 
recumbent figures in armour, of Robert Iliidclifle, first carl of Sussex of that 
family, of Henry his son, and of Thomas his grandson, the builder of the chapel. 
The bodies of the two former, with those of their ladies, were removed hither from 
the church of St. Lawrence Pountney, in London. 

The monumental inscriptions to the memory of these great men are in Latin, 
engraved in beautiful tables of black marble, with costly borders of Egyptian porphyry. 
The following are English translations of them : 

I. •• * Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord, for they rest from their labours, and their 
works follow them.' 

** llobcrt lladclilF, Earl of Sussex, Viscount Fitz waiter, Baron Egreraond and Burnel, an 
honourable Knight of the most noble Order of the Cbirter, I^ord Chamberlain of England and 
of the Household to- the mighty Henry the Eighth, and one of his Privy Councillors. In the 
wars in France he distinguished himself among the first leaders, and in all consultations, either 
of war or peace, he was reckoned among the chief. He w’as the great standard of equity, jus- 
tice, and fidelity, in his time. He died November 27th. 1542. 

He wedded Elizabeth, sister to Henry Duke of Buckingham, Margaret, sister to the Eurl 
of Derby, and Mary, sister to J. Arundel, Knt. 

** Elizabeth’s sons w ere — George, who died in the time of his father, IIenr}^ afterwards Earl 
of Sussex, and I lumphry. 

“ Margaret’s daughters were — Ann, married to I^ord Wharton, and Margaret, espoused to 
Ijord Montac’ite. 

** Mary’s son, John IladclifF, Esq.” 

II. ‘After death shall be the judgment, when the names t)f the righteous .shall be made 
manifest, and the actions of the wicked displayed.* 

“ Henry RadclifT, Earl of Sussex, Viscount Fitzwalter, Baron Egremond and Burnel, an 
honourable Knight of the mosl nchlc Order of the Garter, Chief Justice, and Uangcr of all 
the Royal Forests, Parks, Chases, and Warrens on tl^s side the Trent, Ijord Lieutenant of the 
Counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and Captain-general of the Forces of Queen Mary (at whic^h 
time he rescued her from the disorders that affected the heginning of her reign). Upon the 
conclusion of hostilities in France, and all his embassies there, he was honoured among the 
(ihief of the nobility ; and in all negotiations, both of peace and war, w'as esteemed one of the 
first of ambassadors. He ever displayed the most convincing testimony of constancy, religion, 
and fidelity, more particularly at his departare. He died February 1, 1556. 

He espoused Elizabeth, daughter of lliomas Duke of Norfolk, and Ann, daughter of Philip 
Caltrop, Knt.” 
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III. “ ‘ ITie death of the righteous is precious in the sight of the Lord.* (;h ai\ 

“ lliomas Radcliif, Earl of Sussex, Viscount Fitz waiter, Baron Egremond and Bumcl, an 
honourable Knight of the moat noble Order of the Garter, Chief .Justice of all the Royal Forests, 

Parks, Chases, and Warrens, on this side tlic Trent, Captain -general of all the Gentlemen 
Pensioners and Gentlemen at Arms, Lord Chamberlain of the Household, and Privy Councillor 
to Queen Elizabeth. He executed two very considerable embassies from Queen Mary to the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth and the King of Spain, and a third from his royal mistress Elizabeth 
to the Emperor Maximilian. He was Viceroy in Ireland, and for nine years together suppressed 
all rebellions there,* and prevented Scotland from uniting with them. He was governor of the 
English nortliern province, where he routed the rebels and the Scotch, who encouraged them, 
laying waste their castles, again taking or destroying numbers. He was most faithful to his 
mighty sovereign Henry the Eighth, and his heroic race. He was possessed of an invincible 
soul ; alike brave arid fortunate in the field, and in the cabinet a most prudent counsellor. He 
was skilled in most languages, and was of an uncorrupt life. He died June 9, 1583, aged 57. 

“ He married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Earl of Southampton, and Frances, daughter 
of William Sydney, Knt. 

“ He had one daughter, who died in her infancy, by his first wife. Henry, afterwards Earl 
of Sussex, succeeded him in his titles and estate.*' 

In the vault there arc twelve cofliiis, containing the remains of various individuals 
of tliis illustrious fiirnily. Some of them have inscriptions on one side, aivi a stiir and 
garter on the other. Some arc cast in human shape, with eyes, nose, mouth, \c. 

On six of them the following dates are visible — 1581, 1588, 1598, 1029, H);52, 

1018. 

In consequence of disputes respecting the proprietorship of this chapel, it remained 
a considerable time in a ruinous state; till at length Richard Hoare, l^sq, obtained a 
faculty to convert it into a burying-placc for his fiimily, and it was repaired for thal* 
purpose. 

In the centre aisle, facing the puljnt, the following is^op a neat monument of wdiitc 
marble: 

Near this place lieth the body of Daniel Cooke, Esq. late of Dives Hall, in the parisli of 
Chignal Smealy, in tliis county, who dicd*on the 18th of April, 1750, agq^ 56 years.’* 

In the same aisle, bcIow*the effigies of a mother and lier six childien, on a brass 
j)late, is the following: 

Here lieth the body of Alse Byng, the w^yfe of ITiomas Byng, of Canterbury, in the county , 
of Kent, and mother to ^gaac Byng, cytken and statiftner of Ix)ndoa, and late wife of .James 
Canceller, sometime one of the gentlemen of the (lueen’s honourable chappie, which also 
departed this w'orlde to the mercy of God, the 16th of April, 1573. 
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liOOK II. Isaac, Mai^garct, Annis, Jane, Mary, Alse. 

We sixe hir clnUlrene dcrely bought, by figure doc present 
Our woeful! hurt for losse (of friende) of this our mother deere; 

But nothing will that sure prevayle, although we doe lament. 

Yet nature doth procure the same, for this our mother here. 

Which never thought those things to much, which she on us had spent, 
Then blame us not, great cause wc have hir death for to lament.” 


V^irious inscriptions in the chancel inform us that some individuals of the Bramston 
family are buried there; and on a marble, within the communion rails, is the following; 


Siste viator, et coiisiile : 

Et cum hoc illustre nomcii pcrlegis 
Cum hoc inarniorc lacrymas cftundtu 
llic jaceiit periti cineres 
Thoina; ISIorisii, LL. 1». 

Utriusque Academim fiiit olim flos, ct s])lciidor: 

Juris Civilis iiti}u>r dcciis, t‘t nrnainonftiiii. 
f-'lcri. Ang].« orthodoxi d<‘lici;e ac /iecideriiim. 
Fanalicorinn inaJlcus. 


Qui prudenti zelo et arte sagieci 
Scismaticatn rabiain refrienavit. 
Nervosus optima^ Ecclesia* vindex. 
Misernrum asylum. 

Subditus iiiconcu^sie fulelitatis 
Amicus, in utraque fortuna penitissimus. 
Immaturo simI bonigno futo raptus, 

E vivis inigravit, 

A nno a't,# 1 . Redemp. 1 fi84-5. 


TRANSLATION. 


Stoj), traveller, and otteiul; 

And when thou dost hehuld this illustrious name, 
Mourn with thi,s marble. 

Here rest tlie remains of the learned 
Thoiims Morris, LT.. B. 

Who was formerly an honour to both universities. 
And lately, a glorious ornament of the Civil Law, 
The darling it lover of the orthodox church of England, 
But the scourge of fanaticism. 

Wlio, by a well-tiined zeal and sagacity, 


Checked the poisonous rage of schism, 
lie was a strenuous supporter of the true church; 
A reliever of the wretclual ; 

A pattern of unshaken fidelity ; 

And a sincere friend, both in prosperity & adversity. 
Being summoned (though immaturcly) by the 
indulgent fates, 

lie resigned all further intercourse with humanity 
In the year of his age 41, 

And of his Redemption 1681-5. 


Ill the clmrcli-yarcl there is a handsome mausoleum for the Waltham family, built 
.of stone and white brick, in imitation of the octagonal Temple of the Winds, at Atheri.s. 
Tlie. remains of the last of the family, who ditnl at New Hall, were deposited here: 
and tlic following inscription is cut on a stone in the front of the building: 


MAUSOLEUM 

OENTLS' WALTIIAMIAN/E. 

MDCCLXIV. 

Dugdalc, in his History of St. Paul's, informs us, that this church was formerly 
apiiropriated to that cathedral; hut the vicarage of Borcham was instituted on the 
i2()tii of June, in the tw^ciiticth year of Edward the First, and endowed with 

all -tlu' tithes ‘of Old Hall, and several oiher grccat tithes. Since that time it has 
•constantly been collated to by the diocesan; and the great and appropriated tithes are 
hold by lease from the chancellor of St. Paul’s. 

^ The living is a vicarage, valued in the king’s hooks at 10/. 3.y. Patron, the 
bishop of London. The vicarage-house is at the west end of the church, and near it 
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a fine spring of excellent water rises up through a sandy soil. The glebe is ai)()ut 
twenty acres. 

The parish enjoys several charitable donations. ICdniund Butler, Gent, of Rorehani, 
in 1717, left a hundred and sixty acres of land, the issues and rents of which were to 
be appropriated to the establishment and support of a school for the education of the 
male and female children of Borcliam and Little Baddow. 

William Ward, of Boreham, in 1()5J^, gave an annuity of six pounds, to l)e expended 
in clothing for Tour poor widows. 

Richard 'I'weedy, Esq. of this parish, in L574, bequeathed })roperly for the esta- 
blishment of almshouses in the parisli of Stock, for four poor men, two of whom are 
to be cTiosen from the parish of Boreham. 

r;RFAT R A 1)1)0 w. 

Tlie two contiguous parish(*s of this name are distinguished from each other by the 
epithets magna and parva, great and little ; the name is b(‘lieved to have arisen from 
the word bad^ and the Saxon word t>a, water, appliini to the riv(?r, the passage of 
which was at that time attended with difliculty and dang(‘r. In Domesday book 
the name is written Baduuen, in other records Badewan, Badwan,,and Badoen, 
Badow, and since Moranfs time Baddow. 

The parish of Great Baddow joins the southern extremity of that of Cludmsford, 
from which its agricultural cluiracter is not materially dillerent. The average annual 
produce per acre is stated, by Mr. Vancouver, hi twenty-four l)ushels of wheat, forty 
of barley, forty-eight of oats, and twi*nty-four of beans. 

The numbei' of inhabitants arc one thousand six hundred and tliree, of which se\\*n 
hundred and ninety-one are males, and eight hundred and twelve females. " • 

The village is nearly two miles south from Chelmsford, on tlie road to Maldon. It 
has been long considered one of the j)leasantest in the* county, and in the kingdom; on 

wdiich account many genU^el families have been induced in s(‘t*tle here. In the tiim' 

• • 

of our Saxon ancestors, this parish formed part of the possessions of Algar, earf of 
Mercia, who, dying in lO.W, was 'succeeded by his so^ Eadw wie : this earl refused 
to join King Harold at the time of flie Norman invasion, because he w as not satisfied 
with the portion of the spoil he had received at the battle of Stamford Bridge. After 
the king’s fall, he solicited the citizens afi' London to make him, or his brt>ther Morcar, 
king; which request not being complied with, he submitted to the CoiKpieror, wiio 
promised to give hkn his daughter in marrirge. But William having gained posses- 
sion of the throne, treated Eadwine with contempt and insolence, and refuse^l to 
perform what he had promi.sed; on which the enraged earl flew to wirnis, and was 
slain in battle, after displaying great bravery and resolution. 1 1 is ( states being 
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.seized by the kin^, this lordship was given to the monastery of the Holy Trinity, at 
('aen, in Normandy, to which it belonged at the time of the general survey. In the 
reign of King Henry the First it came again into the possession of the crown, and is 
believed to have been given to Robert, earl of Gloucester, the natural son of that 
king. It wa5 afterwards granted, by Earl Robert’s son William, to William dc 
Mulesham and his heirs. It next came to the family of the earls of Chester and 
Huntingdon, of whom John, surnamed Ic Scot, having married Helen, daughter of 
Llewellyn, prince of Wales, died here, and was succeeded hy Robert dc Quincy, who 
married the widow, and had by her three daughters, of whom Joan was married to 
Bohuri, son of Humphrey, earl of Hereford and Essex, and is supposed to have brought 
this manor, called at that time Badew, into the possession of that noble family. 

Baddow Hall is the capital manor-liouse. In Edward the Third’s time it was suc- 
cessively possessed by Robert de Brus, and by Edmund of Woodstock, earl of Kent. 
In \332 it was granted, by King Edward the Third, together with the manor of 
Writtlc, to Humphrey dc Bohun, brother to John, earl of Hereford and Essex, who 
was succeeded by his nephew, Humphrey, in the earldom, and in this manor; and 
dying in 1371, his younger daughter enjoyed it till, marrying Henry, earl of Derby, 
afterwards Henry the Fourth, it was incorporated by him into his duchy of Lancas- 
ter, and left to his successors as part of their royal demesnes. On the 10th of June, 
1509, King Henry the Eighth settled it upon Katharine of Arragon, his queen, as 
part of her dower, and this grant was confirmed by a decree of parliament. In the 
reign of Edward the Sixth it was found vested in the Paschal family but whether 
conveyed by purchase or grant is *’not certainly known. The impropriation and 
advowson of the living were purchased by one of the family in 1510. In 1727, Ralph 
.Vfrney, Lord Viscount Fermannagh, of the kingdom of Ireland, marrying one of the 
daughters and co-heiresses of Henry Paschal, Esq., became pds.sessed of this manor; 
and it was purchased of him in 173G by Jacob Houblon, Esq. of Hallingbury. 

Sir Hughes and ,Sheiiges.— The name of Sir Hughes has been derived to this 
manor from its lord. Sir Hugh de Badew, in the time of. King Edward the Third ; 
and before his time it had the name of Marshalls, from Robert Marshall, a former 
owner. There are now tw^, estates caWed Sir Hughes, they arc both about a mile 
beyond the village, near the road that leads to West Hanningfield. Great Sir Hughes 
has a capital mansion-house, of brick, with piazzas, or porticos, in frontf The other 
estate^ called LiUle Sir Hughes, is contiguous. Part of one of these estates was 

• 

I , 

• P.isclial’s arms: — argent; quarterly, on a plaiy, cross, sable,* an Agnus Dei standing, holding a flag, or. 
1st and 4th, two falcons, sable, beaked and meinhred, tir; 2d and 3rd, a lion passant, gardant, sable. Crest, a 
graw person, coupe under the waist, garment purple, faced, ermine, crined grey. 

f It is described as having fifteen rooms, wainscoted, with fish-ponds, &c. fit for a gentletiian*s seat, two 
hundred acres of pasture, thirty- three of meadow, and sixteen of wood. 
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anciently holden in petit serjeanty, by the remarkable service of keeping the king’s 
palfrey, or saddle-horse, forty days, at the king’s charge, whenever he came into these 
parts, doing suit at the hundred court at Chelmsford every three weeks, and paying 
sixpence to the sheriff’s aid. The most ancient owner on record, Robert Marshall, 
held one hide in Baddow by this tenure of serjeanty. In tlie year 1^11, Catherine, 
daughter and heiress of Sir Hugh, marrying the son and heir of Thomas de Nayling- 
hurst, of Braintree, that gentleman removed here, making this his place of residence, 
in preference tO various valuable estates which he possessed in different parts of the 
county. It remained in this family till the year 15.58, when it was in the possession 
of Robert King. It next belonged to William Luckyn, Esq., who espoused Mar- 
garet, the daughter of Thomas Gcnne, of Bury St. Edmunds, in Suffolk, by whom he 
had issue Sir William Luckyn, Bart, of Little Waltham. It was afterwards succes- 
sively in the possession of Mr. Darrel, Jind of Mr. William Prior Johnson, 

Sebright Hall. — This capital estate took its name from a family who liad it in their 
possession in the time of Henry the Second; in whose reign William Sebright was 
married to the daughter and heiress of Henry de Ashe, Knt. In the reign of King 
Henry the Eighth, Edward Aylnoth, Esq. married Alice, the daughter and heiress 
of John Sebright; and at his death, in 15K], this estate came to John Paschall, lord 
of this manor, of whom it was held l)y the Gonson family, and afterwards by Thomas 
Wilshaw, Esq. and by Thomas Pocklingtori, biSq. and bis widow. 

The estate called Portlands Avas the seat of Walter Mildmay, Esq., the son of 
Thomas Mildmay, of Springfield Barnes, in the time of Janies the First. Many 
families of distinction have, at different periods, made this pleasant village their 
place of residence ; among whom were the Hawkers, the Godalves, and the 
Brogroves. 

The Church is deditated to the \'irgin Mary, and has a nave and aisles ; Jnd the 
chancel has a south aisle. I’liere is an organ ; and in a square tower at the west end, 
above which a tall spire rises, there are six bells. Tfie'advowsow of this church was 

given to the priory of Repingdon, in Derbyshire, by Maud, daughter of Robert, earl of 

^ • 

(iloucester, confirmed by royal licence of Henry the Third, October 15, 1252, and a 
vicarage w%as endowed from it by fliat religious house,^thc pat:ionagc continuing in 
the prior and convent till^the 4th of January, 1.537, when John Young, the prior at 
that time, had licence from ^ Henry the Eighth to alienate the advow^son to Francis 
Bryan. The great tithes coming to tho crowm at the suppression. King Edward the 
Sixth, in 1547, gave this parsonage, then valued at SI. \s., and the tithes value 16/. lx, 
to Sir Walter Henley, Knt., by w^hom it Avas* conveyed to John Pascall, in the same 
year. This gentleman sold the parsonage-house, an orchard, and seven acres of Ijnd, 
with the titjies of corn and grain, to John Sanimes, and Joan his wdfip, in the year 
1554; and in 1732, this living w^as in the possession of Lord Fermannagh, Avh« sold it 
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HOOK II. to Mrs. Anm? Percivall, of Clatford, in .Wiltshire, by whom it was granted to tlie 
Rev. Julius Ilcring; afterwards it was vested in the Rev. George Itchener, LL. B., 
who, on his death, in 1768, left it to his wife. 

(Miariirifs. There were anciently two chantries in this church, one of whicli was founded by 
Margaret, wif!^ of Thomas Coggcshall, Esq., and others, the licence for which was 
granted in the ‘Sixteenth year of King Richard the Second, authorizing Robert 
Rykdon, Nicolas Fitz-Richard, and Henry Franke, clerk, to give one messuage, forty 
acres of arable, eight of meadow, and two of pasture, and four shilling^ and ninepence 
rent, in Great Baddow and Sandon, to a certiiin priest, to celebrate divine service 
for the good estate of Thomas Coggcshall, every day, in this church.” The yearly 
value at the suppression was %)L 16.v. 8^/. It was granted by Edward the Sixth, in 
the second year of his n^ign, together with the manor of Springfield Barnes, to 
William Mildmay, Esq. 

The? other chantry, dedicatctl to the Holy Trinity, was founded by Thomas Kille, 
hutl(*r to Thomas of Woodstock, duke of Gloucester, and successively to the countess 
ol* Hen'ford, to King Henry the Fifth, and to Katharine, his queen. He died in 
MM), and was buried in this church, with his wife. At the time of the suppn^ssion it 
was valued at WL l.‘3.y. Jy/. p(*r annum. 

A free chapel formerly stood in this parish, dedicated to St. John the Baptist. 
The endowments in lands and tenements, which were considerable, were granted by 
patent, dated September 4, 1557, to John Drake and others. It is believed to have 
been the same free chapel and lands called, “ P(?arce at Mead, and le Vynes,” that 
John Lord Petre died possessed of, Hth of October, 1()18. 

'Fhe vicarajre of Great Baddow is rated in the kings books at 18/. 6.v. 8.7. 

• •On an elegant monument, in the south aisle of the church, above ^hich a boy in a 
melancholy attitude supports a beautiful female bust, is the following inscription : 


, . In memory 

t ioiis. Mrs. Amy it Mrs. M (iwyn, maiilen sisters, 

Aiul of Mrs. Ann lIest»T Antrim,, spinster, 
Beloved by them as a sister, 

'i’his monument was erected in tlie yearofoiir I.ord.. 

r ' 

M Dec Mil. 

lIavin{J:livedl.•i^‘hteen years in a virtuous retirement, 
They lie buried toj^ethcr under a gravestone 
Niyir ibe ])iilpit. 

Alas! how lleetiiig is liunuui liappiness ! 

I’lie deatli of Mrs. Amy (Iwyii, the lOtli of June, 
1750, in the 55tb year of her age, 

First impaired it : 

death of Mrs. Margaret Gwyn, 21st of March, 
1752, ills the 53d year of her age. 


Tot.'tlly destroyed it: 

'I’he death of Mrs. Ann Hester Antrim, on tin* 2od 
of July, 17.52, in the 47th year of her age, 
Numbered her with her departed friends. 

• Their bodies arc now sown in the dust 
^In a state of separation from their souls; 

But we liope, ^)y tlie almighty power of God, 
In Ghrist our Saviour, 

They will he reunited to them at tin? last day, 
That both may he glorified ti>gether. 

'riie Rev. George Itchener, vicar of this parish. 
And Mr. 'i'liomas HeeliAm, citizen of liondon, 
Ordered this to be completed, agreeably to the will 
of the last deceased. 
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On a small marble monument, almost opposite to the pulpit, is the following: — 

M. S. 

“ Neere this place lyetli (wrapped in lead) the body of Ilclen Sydnor, one of the daughters 
of 'I'homas Levanthorpe. of Albury, in the county of Hertford, Esq. She departed this life the 
11th t)f January, in the year 1G51, and gave to tlie poore of this parish for ever, two shillings 
weekly, to be distributed in bread every sabath. Also neere this place lycth the body of dame 
Elizabeth Huberts, one other of the daughters of the said Thomas licvanthorjje, ^Yho died in the 
true faith of Christ, in the year of our Lord 1G25.’* 

Within the communion rails is a stone, to the memory of some part of the Paschall 
family, with the edigies of Jane, the wife of John Paschall, engraved in brass. 

On a stone, in the chancel, near the vestry door, there is the following memorial of 
one of the Everard family : 


John Kvmircb his fatlyr’s namo 
Did hearc*, who from Much Waltham came. 
His niollii.T sjiruiif' of Flciiimiiig-cK ract.* ; 
His inotlior’s mother (Joiisoii was. 


1 1 is hinjy sleepcs bcli»\v tliis sV)ne, 

His s])irit up to heaven is frone. 

Deceasetl tlu? 27th of Au‘’:ust, 1(11 


Some charitable donations belong to tliis parish. Mrs. Helen Sydnor botjueatlied 
two shillings ’weekly, for ever, to be given in liread to the poor. Kogtu- Rt'der gave 
live pounds a year out of an estate here to be given at tlie discretion oC the church- 
wardens. A charitaldc donation is also payable out of the estati* of Sir lliiglies ; and, 
besides alms-houses for live dwellers, on the left-hand side of the road to ('helmsford, 
tliere are several other houses for the ])oor. 

Newcourt, in the Uepertorium, informs ns, that Alexander Barclay was ])resented 
to this living by Joliii Paschall, Gent., in the year 15 IB. He was a person of grc'al 
celebrity in the reign of Henry the Eighth. The })lace of his birth is not known, anti 
has been a subject of great eontention among his hiograpluMs. Bale, his (contem- 
porary, says he was born in Somersetshire, 'fliere is,jydeed, a village* of his name, 
arnl a numerous family, in that county. Pits thinks he was ht)m in Devonshire. 
Mackenzie is sure he was h Scotchuiaii. but withouj pix)of, unless we admit as such 
his name, Alexander, He was, how^cver, eciucaled at Oriel College, Oxlord. After- 
wards he went abroad, and continued some time in France, Italy, and (iermany, where 
he acquired a eoinpclenl knowledge of the languages of tliuse countries. On his 
return to England, he w'as made (diaplain to his patron, the bishop of Tyne, 
who appointed him a priest of St. Mary* Ottory College, in Devonshire. After the 
bishop's death he became a Benedictine monk., of T^ly : on the dissolution of tha^ 
monastery, he obtained a vicanage in Somcrs^ctshire ; and, being D.D., he w as, as 
above stated, presented with the vicarage (3f (heat Baddow. In 155J;? he w'as ap])oin>‘d 
rector of Alllftillows, which he enjoyed hut for a short time, for he die d lA ('niydoii in 
June the year following. He was one of the^ politest wTitors of the age, ^ much 
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improved the English language, and wrote several original works ; but he was chiefly 
distinguished for his numerous translations from the Latin, Italian, French, and 
German languages. Ilis Version of Sallust's Jugurthine War is accurate, and even 
elegant. His Lives of several Saints, in heroic verse, arc yet in manuscript; his 
Slidltfcra Navalts, or Ship of luiols, is the most singular of his performances. It is 
printed by Richard Pynson, at London, l/>09, in folio, and contains a variety ^of 
wood-cuts, which are well worthy the inspection of the curious. 

IJTTLK HAD now. 

The village is four miles north-east from Chelmsford, one mile north from Danbury, 
and thirty-three miles from London. 

'riie population is stated to bc' two hundred and six males, one hundred and seventy- 
five females i toUd, three hundred and eighty-one; or with the hamlet of Middle- 
Mead, which is locally in Dengie Jnindred, and contains one hundred and three males, 
and ninety-nine females, the total will be five hundred and eighty-three. 

In the parish there arc five manors^ or lordships ; these, at the time of the general 
survey, were in possession of Ralph Baynard ; Eustace, carl of Bologne ; the bishop 
of London ; and Robert ( lernon. 

Little Baddow Hall, or the manor of Little Baddow, was in possession of a person 
named Lewin, in the time of Edward the Confessor ; and at the general survey 
belonged to Ralph Baynard, lord of Dunmow : his grandson, who succeeded him, 
espousing the can've of Helias, carl of Maine, against King Henry the First, lost his 
barony, of which this was a part ; on which it was given by that monarch to Robert,* 
the son of Richard I'itzgilbert, progenitor of the ancient family of Clare ; and from 
whom descended the noble family of Fitzwalter. Under this proprietorship it 
Vas held by Richard de Badew,'f Aill the time of Henry the Second, when, by inter- 
marriages, it came to the fipnily of the Fillols, of whom John Fillol, the son and 
heir of Sir Thoma!?,^ was knighted, and died in in the sixth year of Edward tlic 

Third, holding the manor of, Lijtlc Batldow, and the advViwson of the church, by the 
service of three knight’s fees. John FilW, his son, died without issue ; and Margery, 
his mother, dying In L'M-G, 'Cicely, her^daughter, and heir to the estate, conveyed it, 
by marriage, to John de Bohun, of Midhurst, in Suss(*x.i He attended Edward the 
Third in his wars in France, particularly at the battle of Cressy. He was summoned 
to parliament in the; thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth, and died in the 
iorty-first of this king’s reign. Thejast male heir w^as Sir John, who died in the 
fifteenth year of King Henry the Fyighlh, leaving only two daughters his co-heiresses; 

* r*’roni tlii.s Jlobt'rt dcsooiidod the nobh* family of Fitzwalter. 

t D,-^. Uicliard de Badew was of this faniil}, and resided here. : he was the founder of l^niversity t ollege, 
formerly situated where Clarj Hall now stands.. 
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Mary, married to Sir David Owen, natural son of Owen Tudor, grandfather to King cii vi*. i. 
Henry the Seventh, who liad with her, Fillols, Le. Felix Hall ; and Ursula, who, by 
marriage, conveyed the estate to Robert Southwell, lilscj., and also the manor of 
FilloFs Hall, upon failure of Mary’s issue. Robert Southwell dying, 81,st of March, 

1514, without issue, Richard, tlie son of his brother Francis, became his heir, who, 
before his decease, liad alienated both his estates to King Henry the Eighth, who, in 
the thirty-sixth year of liis reign, granted this manor, with the advowson of the 
rectory, and a water-mill, to Sir Riciiard Rich, of whom his majesty had it again the 
year following, in exchange for the manors of Stystead, Lawling, Middleton, and 
Southchurch. It continued in the crown till Queen Elizabeth granted it, with the 
advowson of the church, to Sir John Smith, the son of Sir Clement Smith, of this 
parish, by Dorothy, his wife, sister to Edward Seymour, duke of Somerset. It was 
afterwards disposed of by this gentleman, in 159G, with the advowson of* the church, 
to Anthony Penning, Esq. of Kettlcbcrg, in SuliSIk, who married Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Sir John Crolls, Knt. In l()5f2 it w^as again sold, with the advow'son, to 
Gobert Barrington, Esq. of Fitzwalters, wJio was afterwards knighted. He was the 
third son of Sir Thomas Barrington, the second baronet of that ancient family. sirTliomas 
'Fhoinas, the (*ldest son of Sir Gobert, would have succeeded him in this estate, but, *^‘*'*'"”^‘*"* 
being in debt, prevailed on his next brother, Francis, to buy the reversion of it to him 
after their father’s deceast?. This Francis was originally a merchant at Tunis, where 
he acquired a very large fortune. He married the daughttn* of Samuel Shute, who was 
sherilFof the city of London and Middlesex in IGSl, when our religion and laws were 
supposed to be in the greatest danger : on this occasion, boldly espousing the pro- 
testant cause, lie w'as, for his commendable zeal, very severely fined. On Hiilure oJ\ 
male issue, on the dcatft of Thomas Barrington, Esq., the estates came, by will, to 
John Sliiite, Es((. of the Inner Temple, wdio, in coiTtbrmity with tlie will, took and 
used the name and arms of Barrington. The Shute farnil^^ is very ancient, and settled simic 
in Normandy when the Faiglish kings were possessed of that duchy. ’ The individuals 
of this family arc nx’orded to 'liavc been men that \vert» ever tenacious of their honour, 
and integrity, serving their princes wUh unshtiken fidelity and resolution, both in the 
cabinet and the field. Several of tbein were governors of fortresses, and so highly 
lionourcd, as to be in possession of a castle of their own name.'* It is rather uncertain 
when they first came into England, but they have beim a long time ^settUnUiu the 
counties of Cambridge and Leicester. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, one of the 
family, who was recorder of Hockingl^n, in Cambrxlgeshirc, and. member of parliament 
for that town till 1579, was at that time made second baron of the exchequer, and 

one of the judges of the court of king’s bench on the 8th of February, 1585. Jc^Jdi 
• / 

• In the lime of Queen Elizabeth the ruin of a castle was to be seen in Noriua*:^ily, in some part ot 
was the arms of this family. 



120 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


^*^***^ Shut(’, Es(j. came into this inheritance in 1711 ; of whom it is remarkable, that in 1710 
he liarl previously had tlie j^oocl fortune to become ])()ssessed of a much larger estate, 
named llecket, in tlie parish of Shrivcnham, in Berksliire, left to him by John Wild- 
man, Esq. iq his will, dated four years before his death; who gave it to Mr. Shute 
on no other consideration but because he thouglit him a person the most worthy, 
though lu* was not in any way related or allied to him. Mr, Shute was made a com- 
missioner of the customs in 1708, and in 17^20 created Baron Barrington, of Newcastle, 
in the county of Dublin, and Viscount Barrington, of Ardglass, in the county of Down, 
Me had likciwise at the same time granted to him the reversion of the ollice of master 
of the rolls in that kingdom. He also represented the town of Berwick-upon-Tweed 
in the British parliament. To other accomplishments he added that- of great learning, 
which is abundantly dis]dayed in his Miscellanea Sacra, in two volumes, octavo, 
and ill his* Essay on the several Dispensations of God to M.ankiiid, &c. He di<*d 
in 17.‘H, leaving six sons and <.hree daughters; his son, W^illiam Wildman, Lord 
Barrington, succeeding to his title and estates. 

MuliUr- Middlemeads, or Vidclewes, is a manor, which, in the rime of Edward the Con- 
fessor, was held by one Alwin, a freeman, and at the gent.'ral survey was held of the 
bishop of London, (as belonging to his private estate,) by Ralf, the son of Brien. It 
is in that ripcord called Mildemet, and said to be in the hundred of Witbricteshern, 
now called Dengii*. It came afterwards to bear the dillerent names of Videlews, 
Tofts, and Bassets, Irom families of those names. After the survey it was divided 
into two. Ill the sixth year of Ed\vard the First, Jordan Toft owned one part, which, 
in the time of Edward the Third, belonged to Alan Toft. The other part, in the same 
.period, was* held by H(*nry Bas.sett, which Roger Bassett was found possessed of in 
, llu? twenty-fourth year of Henry the Sixth. Robert V^cdelui, or Videle*r, in the time 
of Edward the Second and Thfrcl, held one fee and a half here, of Robert Lord Fitz- 
walter. It was jiossessed *by Richard Brenge in the ndgn of Richard the Second. 
I'lie manor of To^Is, in particular, Vjking its name from the family so called, was 
igenerally held with the manbr (ft Baddow Hall; it was sued for in the court of chancery 
by one Thomas Saul, in the seventh aiift eightht years of Henry the Eighth. The pro- 
tence seems to have been unfounded, for a dearee was given against him in that court. 
W hen Henry Pennyng, Esq. sold Tofts, &c. to Sir Gobert Barrington, he excepted 
this minor iu*the deed made on that occatjion, which was soon afterwards purchased 
by Sir M undeford Bramston, Knt. third son of the lord cliief justice of the court of 
king’s bench. It belonged to the Oramstons tiJl Theodosia, daughter and heiress of 
George Bramston, LL. D. was married to Sir Robert Abdy, of Albins, Bart., when 
fit's manoi\,came to tliat ancient family. 

/Graces. (yasses, or Graces, is a manor named from the family of Le Grass, to whom it 

anciently belonged. A person of name of Lcwiii held it in Edfward the Confessor’s 
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time, and at the general survey it belonged to Eustace, the great earl of Bologne. The cii Ai*. i. 
Borehanis held it under him soon afterwards. In the thirteenth year of King John, 

John de Borcham held in this and the parish of Boreham, one knight’s fee; as also 
Robert, in the time of Henry the Third, held the manors of Borcha'm and Little 
Waltham, and one carucate of land in Little Baddow, of the honour of Bologne. It 
was afterwards possessed by John Rengger and his two sisters, Idonca and Cicely, 
and his niece Jdan, (daughter of Margery, his sister,) who was married to John de 
Quoye. In the seventh year of^ Edward the First, the manor of Litlli? Baddow was 
divided into three equal parts, of which two were held by Nicholas de (irass, and one 
by John de Quoye and his wife Joan. The Darcy family next succeeded to these 
possessions, of whom Robert is stated to have been the holder from the tenth year 
of Henry the Fifth to the eleventh of Henry the Sixth. It appears from the Darcy 
pedigree, that this Robert was younger son of Sir Robert Darcy, of Danbury and 
Maldon. Roger Darcy held this manor of the carl of Oxford, as of his manor of 
Boreham, and died the Sd of September, 1508, • The manor soon afterwards came to 
the crown, but by what means is not known. Sir Walter Henley obtained of Edward 
the Sixth, on his first coming to the throne, in exchange for other possessions, the 
lordship of Grass, late part of the possessions of Sir Thomas Darcy, ynd the par- 
sonage of Much Baddow, valued at seventeen ])ounds a year, and the tenths at one 
pound fourteen shillings.” It is also stated to have been held of the king in capita 
by Sir Clement Smith, who died in 155»S, the seventh year of Edward the Sixth; his 
son and heir was John Smith. The next possessor was Sir Henry Mildmay, Knt. 
grandson of William Mildmay, of Springfield Barnes, a man of iiTeproacl|able honour 
and unshaken fidelity. His valour was put to the trial in the commotions in Irelandf 
where he distinguished ’himself by his heroic actions. He died in 1(>8J), and was* 
buried in the chancel of Little Baddow church. Ilis eldest son, Henry, succeeded to 
this estate, and was a representative for the county in the three la^st parliaments of 
Charles the Second, and tht two first of William and Mary, llis four daughters, 

Mary, Lucy, Elizabeth, and Frances, were ^yoint heiresses of this estate; of whom, 

Elizabeth married Edmund Waterson, Esq. ai!d bought tlie other listers’ shares, and 
at her decease left this and ^11 her otlier estates to Edmund Fowler, Esq. the eldest 
son of her sister Frances; this gentleman died in 1751, and left his only d.^ighter, 

Frances, heiress of this estate, by whom it was conveyed by marriage to Sir Bnfoke 
Bridges. 

A free chapel is stated by M/*. Newport to 4iave stood in this manor, of which 
the lord was the patron, but this was destroyed at the Reformation. ^ 

Rifehams is a small lordship, or estate, on the borders of the parish, toyirds Rifciiam^. \ 
Danbury; it scarcely deserves the name of a manor, nor can it be discovered that the 
tenants were ever bound to any suit or service to ^he lords of it. Earl Godwin was 
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the most anciently recorded possessor of it, in the time of Edward the Confessor, and 
at the time of the survey it belonged to Robert Gernon. In the time of Henry the 
Fifth it was held by Thomas de Coggeshall, and his son and heir, Richard, died in 
the eleventh year of Henry the Sixth, of whom Elizabeth was his sister and heir. It 
afterwards came to Sir Thomas Charleton, in the time of Edward the Fourth; after 
whom his son Richard, espousing the cause of Richard the Third, was, by his suc- 
cessor, attainted of high treason, and deprived of this and his othtr estates, which 
were granted to Sir John Ryslcy, Knt. on the ilthtof March, 1488. On his death 
without issue, in 1511, they again came to the crown, and were granted to William 
Compton,* by Henry the Eighth; yet in Elizabeth’s reign it was again in the crown, 
and given to Thomcas S})encer. It afterwards passed through several proprietors, to 
the family of the Clarkes, descendants of Sir Robert Clarke, one of the barons of the 
court of exchequer in the reigns of Elizabeth and James the First, and from this 
family it came to the Rev. Charles Phillips, vicar of Terling. 

The church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, consists of a nave and chancel; it has 
a tower of stone at the west end, in w'hich are three bells. 

There is a stately marble monument in the chancel to the memory of the renowned 
warrior, Henry Mildmay, of Graces. His statue is in a reclining posture, under a 
canopy, clad in armour, having a sword by his side and a truncheon in his hand. On 
a tablet of black marble is the following Inscription; 

“ Hie jacet Henricus Mildmay, de (graces, in parrochia Badewe, in comitatu Essexia:, mills 
in prmilis Hiberniacis equestri ordine insignitus. Cai conjux prior Alicia, Gulielini Harris, 
^sq. dc Crixic in cod. com. gnutatres peperct hlias, Aliciam, Mariam, Franciscam, posU^rior 
Anna^ Brampton Gordon, de Ashington, in com. Suflblcim ari filia, duos filios, Hcnricum et 
Guialterum gnatamq. unicam ElizoWtliam. Obiit die Mercur. Octob. 9, Anno 1 G93, a\ sum G 1 .” 

, TRANSLATION. 

“ Here are intifirred the remains of Henry Mildmay, of Graces, in Little Baddow, in the 
pounty of Essex. He was a soldics in the Irish wars, and thci^c was honoured with the dignity 
of knighthood on the field. His first wife was Alicia, the daughter of William Harris, of 
Crixie, Knt. of the same county, by whom he had three daughters, Alice, Mary, and Frances. 
His second wife was Anna, daughter of Brampton (xordon, E^. of Ashington, in the county 
of Suffolk, by whom he had two sons, Henry and Walter, and one daughter, Elizabeth. He 
died on Wednesday, the 9th of October, in thc*year of our Lord IG39, aged 61.” 

Two female figures arc represenud kneeling i^t the foot of this monument, one an 
elderly lady with scarf and hood, the* other in the bloom of youth, gorgeously attired 
irt^he costume of former times. 

l\ recesses in the south wall of tlie centre aisle are the carved figures 'of two females, 

• Tliis gentleman vva> the iim-rMor of die carls of NorthaniptoHi. 
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who, according to a traditionary account, were the founders of the church. In a letter chap, i 

written by Mr. Joseph Strutt, the following account is given of the opening of two 

graves here. At Little Baddow we opened two graves in tlie wall of the church, 
over which lie the eflSgies of two women, who, by their dress, appeal^ to have been 
buried there in the thirteenth century. We found three skeletons in one, and two in Skeletons, 
the other, without any appcatance of wood, coffin, or linen, or any other covering 
for the corpse.”* 

The living of Little Baddow is valued in the king’s books at thirteen pounds and 
fourpence. 

The Rev. Charles Gordon, formerly vicar of this parish, bequeathed one hundred 
pounds for the improvement of this vicarage. 

Near the church there is an almshouse for two families, and another at Coldham- ciiaritits. 
gate, said to have befen founded by Sir Gobert Barrington. 

The poor of the parish of Ilatfield-Peverel have* several parcels of land here. 

SANDON. 

Saii‘D-‘i>vin, in Saxon, denotes a sandy hill, and is a name properly applicable to 
the elevated ground occupied by the village. 

Sandoii lies three miles soutli-west from Chelmsford; on the cast joining the parish 
of Danbury, and on the south extending to Hanningfield. It is thirty-one miles 
from London. 

Tliere are some varieties in the soil of this pnrish, part of which is described of a 
harsh, churlish character, difficult to work, and requiring great attention in the 
management; ft is a tenacious, wet loam, on a rank tile-clay bottom; tlie surface rK)t 
more than four or five^inches deep; and if in ploughing the under stratimi be brought 
up, wild oats grow in abundance. The average produce per acre is twenty-four 
bushels of wheat, forty of barley, and forty-six of oats. , 

The population is stateAat two hundred aciid sixty males, twd hundred and twenty- ^ 
eight females; total, four hundred and eighjty-cight. 

Sandon w^as part of lands remaining in t<ie king’s possessio«i at the time of the 
survey; and not long afterwards ft belonged to the descendants of Hardwin de 
Scales, a Norman warrior. William de Cleydon, who died in 1330, held lands and 
tenements here, under Robert de ScaletF, aiul afterwards held the m^ior of Sandon of 
Aymer de Valence, earl of Pembroke, as of his castle of Ancsty, in Ilertfordsluige. 

This Aymer was tilt son of WilBani de Valence and Joan, daughter of William (le 
Montchensy, by his wife Dionysia, daughter and heiress of Nicholas de Anesty, through 
whom the earldom had descended, by marriage, from the Marcschall to the Vrffcnce 
family. Aymer was thrice married, but left no issue, and was cruelly murdtTcd the 
23d of June, 13^3. His heirs w^erc Elizabeth^Comyn, and Joan, countess of Athol, 
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children of his sister Isabel, married to John de Hastings; whose death happened in 
the eighteenth year of Edward the Second, 1325, and settled this estate on William 
de Beauchamp, the son of his mother’s sister, by Thomas, earl of Warwick. About 
the sixteenth year of Richard the Second, a person of the name of Thomas Newington 
held this manor. 

It was held of King Henry the Fifth, in capite of hit? castle of Dover, by Thomas 
Coggeshall, by the service of one knight’s fee, and a yearly rent of Un shillings for 
castle-guard. He died in 1122; and his son Richard, who succeeded him, died in 
the reign of Henry the Sixth, and was succeeded by his sister Elizabeth Beauchamp, 
who married Thomas Phillips, and upon his death became the wife of Edward Nevill, 
the fourth son of Half, earl of Westmoreland, from whom these possessions descended 
from father to son till they came to the crown, in the time of King Henry the Eighth, 
who gave theiii to Cardinal Wolscy. After the cardinal’s attainder they were held of 
the king by Tliomas Tamworth ; ‘and afterwards, in 1561, a licence was obtained 
to alienate Sandon Hall, with tlie manor and appurtenances, and other lands and 
tenements called Birds, Mayes, Little Chamberleynes, Mottos, Ileygates, &c., to 
John (loodey, of Braintree. It was purchased of this family, in 1583, by Anthony 
Everard, Esq. of Great Waltham, who afterwards had the honour of knighthood 
conferred upon him. Sir Anthony dying in the year 1614, was succeeded by Anne, 
his only surviving child, who married Sir William Maynard, Knt. and Bart, of Little 
Easton ; by this lady, who was his second wife, he had live daughters, and William, 
the second Lord Maynard. This unanor was purcliased by Robert Abdy, Es(p 
in 1652. This gentleman was created a baronet in 1660, and in 1670 devised this 
estate to his son and heir, Sir John Abdy, Bart., who, in 1679, sold it to Edmund 
Wisenran, ESq. of London, afterwards Sir Edmund WisemanJ Knt., of whom it was 
purcliased by Henry Collins, Esq. of the Middle Temple. Several parcels of land 
in this parish* continued to be ‘held of "the barony of Scales as late as the year 1616. 

The Church, which* is small, is dedicated to St. Andrew^ there is a north aisle, but 
th6 body is not separated from tlie chancel ; the roof is tiled, and in the tower are 
five bells. 

The Parsonage-house is a genteel and conveViient building, south-west from the 
church; it was new fronted and muchimproved, at considerable expense, by the Rev. 
John Lewis, B.U., during his incumbency. 

• The rectory of Sandon is in the patronage of Queen’s College, Cambridge, and 
valued at 13/. 6.y. 8(1. 

The learned Brian Walton was presented to this i*ectory January 15, 1635, and 
lost first wife during his residence here. This celebrated divine vas born at 
CleavelKnd, in Yorkshire, in 1600. He completed his degrees in arts as a sizer of 
Peter-house, Cambridge, in 1623 ; after which he was successively presented to tlie 
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rectory of St. Martin Orgar, London; that of Sandon ; and the vicarage of St. Giles cuAi*. i. 
in the Fields. In 1639 he took his doctor s degree, and became prebendary of St. 

Paul’s, and chaplain to the king. About this time he distinguished himself by his 
exertions for the rights of the clergy of London, respecting tithes : this rendered him 
so obnoxious to the presbyterian party, that, at the beginning of the commonwealth, 
he was deprived of his livings. He then went to Oxford, where he formed the plan of 
the Polyglot Bil)le, which was published in 1657, in six vols. folio. The Prolegomena 
and Appendix were attached in 1659, by Dr. Owen, to whom Dr. Walton published 
a reply. After the restoration of Charles the Second he was reinstated in his 
livings, and, in 1660, was made bishop of Chester, but died soon after consecration, 
November 29, 1661. He printed, in 1655, Introductio ad Lectionem Linguarum 
Orientolium, 8vo. His life is written by Todd. 

In the chancel thc're is a monument to the memory 'of the wife of Dr.* Walton, with 
the following epitaph : 


D. o. M. 

Sacrum. 

Ill medio cuncclli repoiiuiitur mortalitatis 
Kxuvia Anna*, mijier uxoris Briani Walton, sacra! 
'riiuol. Doct. ac niodcrni ri!ct()ris luijus ecclesisi! : 
Fipniina* sanctissinius moribus c clara Claxtonoruin 
l*\'uriilia in comit. Suffolk oriuiulo ; qua* ab crumnosa 
IIojc lacrymaruni valle, in caclestem Patriam 
Emigravit Icrea prinia Pcnctccost, Mali 25, 
Anno Cliristi 1549. /Ktatis sua? 13. 


Beneath is the following : 

If well to live and well to die, 

If faythe, and luqie, and cliaritye, 
May crown a soul in endless bliss. 
Thrice happy her condition is ; 
V'crtiious, modest, godly, wise, 

Pity flowing from her eyes, 

A loving wife, a friend most dearc, 
Sucli was shcc who now lies here. 


TRANSL.VTION. 

Sacred to the Deity. 

In the middle of this chancel are interred 
The mortal remains of Ann, late wife of Brian 
Walton, I). I). 

And rector of this chhrch ; 

A woman of excellent morals, 

And one of the renowned family of the Claxtons, 
Formerly of the county of Suflblk ; 

She was transliited from this vale of misery & tears 
Into the region of her heavenly Father, 

On the first day of Pentecost, May 25. 
A.D. 1649; and of her* age 43. 

Earth hath her body, heaven her soul doth kcepc, 
j[Ier friejads the losse, and so she rest asleepe. 
Rest then, dear soul, till .Christ return, while wcv 
Moiirne here below a*nd long to come to thee. 
Usq. quo Dominc 

Hoc qualicuinq. amoris monumeiito tanto 
Vita* sulamine ori/atus inereiis pnssuit. 

B. W. 


DANBURY. 

• 

The village, and indeed the whole parish of Danbury, is delightfully situated Danhurv. 
the sides and sumnyt of the highest hill in ^sex, in every direction commanding*a 
widely extended prospect. If is admirably adapted to the purpose of a military sta- 
tion, and it may be seen, from the remains here, of ancient works of Jthis kimV,^that 
its natural advantages have been improved by art. The alarm beacon stood dear tlu* 
ground on which the parsonage-house has bfeen erected; and south-east from th(‘ 
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church, upon tlic edge of the glacis, was a watch-house. The lines of the ancient 
encampment are seen, marking out an area of about six hundred and eighty yards, 
within and beside which the town is situated. The glacis on the north side is nearly 
thirty feet deep, and on the other sides it may also be traced to a considerable extent. 
The name plainly indicates that it has been a castle or town of the Danes, and was 
undoubtedly one of their strong holds when they infested these parts, and became at 
length masters of the whole kingdom. The name is written in recorefc Danengebiry, 
Danegebury, Danyggebiry, Daningbyri, Danewbery, Dannebury, Danbury. The 
parish extends to the boundary of the hundred, eastward ; on the west to the 
parisli of Sandori ; to East Hanningfield, southward ; and northward, to Little Baddow^ 
'J'hc town is six miles from Chelmsford, four from Maldon, and thirty-three from 
London ; it has two fairs, one on Shrove Tuesday, the other on the 2J)th of May. 
In some parti^ of the parish th*e soil is of a superior character ;• but Danbury-hill is 
poor, on gravel ; it, however, improves as w’e advance toward Maldon, 

The population is five hundred males and five hundred and five females ; total, one 
thousand and five. 

In the time of the Saxons the lands of this parish were in the possession of a person 
of the name Arling, and at the general survey were in that of Geofrey dc Mandeville. 
Some time afterwards the parish was divided into the manors of St. Cleres, Ileyrons, 
or Uewes, Bretton, and Danbury, or llunsells. But at present there arc only reckoned 
two manors in this parish; these are St. Cleres with Ileyrons, and Danbury with Run- 
s(dls. The manors of Bicknacre ami of Giberake extend into this parish; yet the 
mansion-house of the first is in Woodham Ferrers, and that of the last in Purleigh. 

, tSt. Clere,* more anciently written Sancto Claro, was a family of great honour and 
ajHtiquity, and came in with the Conqueror. Hugh was one of the witnesses to King 
Stephen’s charter, in 11 3(5.]' The first notice of the name of Heyron is on account 
of the indictment of )Villiam de St. Cltre and Ralph de Heyron, at Chelmsford, in the 
thirty-ninth year of Ilfinry the Third, for having knight’s fefs, and not being knighted. 
William de St. Clere was sheriff’ of the county in the commencement of Edward the 
First's reign; in the jjame reign he had aipark at Danbury; and in the time of Henry 
the Sixth, his name appears in records written* Senklere. The De Veres, earls of 
Oxford, were the next possessors of these estates, from whom they went to the De 
Greys^ of WiltoiT, of wliich family was Perna, a daughter of Reginald de Grey, lord 
of, Wilton, w ho is believed to have conveyed this estate, by marriage, to Sir Gerard 
Braybrokc, wdiich, however, again returned to the family of Grey, at the death of 
this lady, in 1122 . It came to the Darcy family on the marriage of John Lord 

* Tl)e\ arms aro azure, a siiii in liis j^lory, proper. 

f Hist. (Ic Willnunu* lo Basiard par Kudemarc, p. 065, In Fuller’s Worthies in Essex, p. 341, the name 
of San Caro i.s, hy mistake, put for Sancto Claro. 
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Darcy with Margaret, the daughter of Henry Grey. Robert Darcy was the pro- chap. i. 
prietor in 1419, in which year he was sheriff of Essex and Hertford, the sheriffships 
of these counties being at that time united. Sometime afterwards it came to the 
crown, and was, with the manors of Little Baddow and Sandon, aijd the parks of 
Danbury and Thundersly, conveyed to‘ William Parr, marquis of Northampton. The 
same year this nobleman conveyed these estates to Sir Walter Mildmay, Knt. of 
Apthorpe, in ^Northamptonshire, the fourth son of Thomas Mildmay, Esq. of 
Moulsham Hall. Sir Walter died in May, 1589, and his second son, Humphry, 
succeeded to these estates, fixing his residence in the mansion-liour.e of Danbury 
Place, built by his father. He married Mary, the daughter of Henry C'apel, Esq., of 
Hcdham, in Hertfordshire; and dying in 1613, was buried in the north aisle of 
Danbury church. His wife lived after him till 1633; she was seventy-three years of* 
age, and is buried ^beside her husband ; she bore him one daughter, Mary, who 
married to — Ducket, of Cambridgeshire, and five sons. Sir Humphry, John, Anthony, 

Walter and Sir Henry Mildmay, of Wanstead. Sir Humphry succeeded his father, 
and was high-sheriff of the county in the eleventh year of Charles the First. His 
son John, who married a daughter of James Bancroft, Esq. of the county of Derby, 
succeeded Sir Humphry, who having no children, the estate was settled upon his 
lady ; she married for her second husband Robert Cory, D.D., rectof of the parish 
of Magarct Roding, and archdeacon of Middlesex. They had one daughter, Mary, 
who was married to William Ffitche, Esq. of Woodham Walter, wdiich brought this 
and the manor of Fingrith, in Blackmorc, ai^d Danbury Place, into the Ffitche 
family; but, before his decease, John Mildmay, and Mary, his wife, sold the demesnes 
of St. Cleres, vifh the advow^son of the church, to Henry Mildmay, of Graces, jn 
Little Baddow; from o him they descended to his third daughter, Elizabeth, whp 
married Edmund Waterson. At tliis lady’s decease, these and her other estates came 
to Edmund Fowler, Esq., whose only daughter* was mUrried to Sir Brooke Bridges, 

Bart. There is a mansion-house in this manor, about half a m?le from the church. 

Bretton was a manor which belonged to William’ de Bohun, earl of Northampton, liivtit n. 
in the year 1360, and remained in that fajniily till 1382. It }\’as soon afterwards 
in the Darcy family; and in the reign of Henry the fifth, Robert Darcy made it 
part of the endowment of 'three chantries, in consequence of wliich it came to Henry 
the Eighth, at the suppression of monasteries, after which these* possessions re- 
verted to the Darcy family ; they are again mentioned as being conveyed to Anthoiy' 
Stapleton, in 1546;, but no furtlier account i?; to be found, and there is no such 
manor in the parish, neither is’the name of it remembered by the inhabitants. 

Danbury, or Runsells, is a manor and hamlet in this parish, subordinate to tlurt of H.tni.H' v. 
Mayland Hall, in Dengey hundred, at which court the tenants appear to do suit and 
service. It w^as^ formerly a peculiar of the archbishop of Canterbury, and subject to 
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the spiritual jurisdiction of the dean of Booking ; afterwards it came succesively to 
the Rich and to the Western families. 

The elegant mansion-house called Danbury Place has l)een lately pulled down, and 
a new one is intended to be erected, from a design by Mrs. Round. 

The church of Danbury is on the summit of the hill, and within the area of the 
emiampmcnt. It is dedicated to St. John the Baptist, and has a nave, north and 
south aisles, and a chancel. At the west end is a stone tower, in whicji are five bells; 
and a lofty spire of wood rises above this tower, which is used as a sea-mark. Its 
exposed situation renders it particularly obnoxious to storms and tempests; and in 
1 102, on the 24th of May, the body of the church and part of the chancel were 
xlestroycd ; * and also in February, 1749-50, the sjure was set on fire by lightning, 
and burnt downwards about twenty feet. The east end of the north aisle is enclosed 
by a jiartitioii} within wliich, under arches formed in the wall, are the effigies of two 
cross-legged knights, curiously can/ed in wood. A similar effigy was formerly placed 
beneath an arch in the south aisle, which was removed into the north aisle when that 
part of the church was rebuilt in the year 177(). It has been a subject of dispute 
whether these figures represent individuals of the St. Cleres or the D’Arcys; but as 
the arches they lie under are apparently as old as the church, it is reasonable to 
believe they belong to the former, whose arms appear emblazoned in several com- 
partments of the ancient wainscot ceiling of the chancel. A lion is sculptured beneatli 
the feet of each of the knights, each of them placed in a different posture; so also of 
the knights, one is in a devotional attitude, witli his sword sheathed ; another is in 
the act of drawing his sword ; and the third is returning his sword into the scabbard. 
In October, 1779, as some workmen were digging a grave beneath one of the arches 
m the, nortli wall, they discovered a leaden coffin, about thirty inches below the 
pavement. This was opened a fi*w days afterwards, and examined by Mr. T. 
White, who sent some particulars (tf the discovery to the Gentleman’s Magazine, f 
from which the folfowing is extracted “ On raising the lead coffin, there was dis. 
cij^vered an elm coffin enclosed, about a fourth of an incl/ thick, very firm and entire. 
On removing the lid of this coffin, it was found tc^enclosc a shell, about three-quarters 
of iin inch thick, which was tovered with a thick cement of a dark olive colour and of 
a resinous nature. The lid of this shell being carefully taken off, we were presented 
with a view of tjie body, lying in a liquor, or pickle, somewhat resembling mushroom 
catchup, but paler and of a thicker consistence. The taste was aromatic, though not 
tery pungent, partaking of the flavour of catchup, .and of the pickle of Spanish olives. 


♦vSupiTstition is ;i iiientd depravity arising from ignorance ; and the simple people of those timds were 
easily persuaded* to believe that Satan, in the form of a Minorite friar, was seen to enter tlv^ church on this 
occasion, and afterwards heard making infernal noises, insolentmime debarchantis. 
t Vol. lix. p. 3.37. 
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The body was tolerably perfect, no part appearing decayed but the throat and part of 
one arm; the flesh every where, except on the face and throat, appeared exceedingly 
white and firm. The face and throat were of a dark colour, approaching to black ; 
the throat was much lacerated. The body was covered with a kind of shirt of linen, 
not unlike Irish cloth, of superior fineness ; a nareow, rude, antique Idee was affixed 
to the bosom of the shirt ; the stitches were very evident, and attached very strongly. 
The linen adhered rather closely to the body; but on raising it from the breast, to 
examine the state of the skin more minutely, a considerable piece was torn off, with 
part of the lace on it. The coffin not being half-full of the pickle, the face, breast, 
and belly were of course not covered with it. The inside of the body seemed to be 
filled with some substance, which rendered it very hard. There was no hair on the 
head, nor do I remember any in the liquor, though feathers, flowers, and herbs in 
abundance were floating, the leaves and stalks of which appeared quite perfect, but 
totally discoloured. 'The coffin was not placed in a position exactly Horizontal, the 
feet being at least three inches lower than the head*. The pillow which supported the 
head in process of time decayed, and the head fell back, lacerating the throat and 
neck, which, with the face, appeared to have been discoloured from the decay of the 
cloth or substance which covered them. The jaws, when the coffin was first opened, 
were closed, but, on being somewhat rudely touched, expanded, owing, as was sup- 
posed, to the breaking of some bandage that bound them together. When the jaws 
were opened, they exhibited a set of teeth perfectly white, which was likewise the 
colour of the palate and all the inside of the mouth. The limbs were of excellent 
symmetry; the general appearance of the whole body conveyed the idea of hearty 
youth, not in the least emaciated by sickness. The length of the corpse very little 
exceeded five feet, though the shell that enclosed it was five feet six inches withii*. • 
When the parishioners nnd others had satisfied their curiosity, the shell and woodeik 
coffin were fastened down, the leaden coffin was again soldered, and the whole left, as 
nearly as circumstances would admit, in statu TIfere are sqme remarks on this 

subject in a letter written by Mr. Strutt in 1789, and also an account of a skeleton 
found here. “We* dug at Danbury,” says that gentleman, ^^and found the skeleton t>f 
the hero who was buried in the toiJlb, and whose effigies were tlie cover of it.” It 
had been interred in the same maniter as those of Little Baddow, that is, without 
any appearance of wooden coffin, or linen, or any other covering. “ I am now 
convinced,” he continues, “ that the mgde of burying in pickle is* as o\i aa the 
Knights Templars. The body found in pickle ten years ago was nothing less thaw 
one of these old warrjors; it lay at some distaqfi from the wall, and was covered with 
a large flat stone, on which was a cross jleury; and formerly an inscription in 
brass, not unlike the following, mentioned by Weever: 
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Hie jacet Gerardus quondam filius et hscres Gerardi Braybroke, militis, qui obiit xxix. 
Marcii, mccccxxii.” 

TRANSLATION. 

Here lieth Gerard, late son and heir of Gerard Braybroke, who died March 29, 1422.” 

The fullowifig ancient inscription is also found here: 

Icy gist Feme, femme a Gerard Braybrooke, fille a Monsieur Reginald de Grey, Seigneur 
de Wilton, que morust 8 iour d*Averill Tan de grace 1414, a que Dieu fait mercy.” 

TRANSLATION. « 

“ Here lieth Feme, the wife of Gerard Braybrokc, the daughter of Reginald de Grey, I-iord 
of Wilton, who died the 8th day of April, in the year of grace, 1414; on whom God have 
mercy.” 

The living is a rectory, which was formerly divided into two moiclies, or portions^ 
by the crown, on account of the fruitfulness of the lands, the great extent of the 
parish, and tlic great number df the parishioners. One of these portions w'as given 
to the convent of St. Bartholomew in West Smithfield, by WUlliam de Mandcville, 
earl of Essex; at the same time the other was vested in the Darcy family. Each ot 
these presented alternately to the living, till May 31, 1440, when Robert Gilbert, at 
that time bishop of London, consolidated them by consent of both parties, from which 
time they have formed but one rectory. After the Dissolution, the sole patronage was 
given to the Darcy family. The advowson now goes with the manor of St. Clere. 

In the third year of the reign of Edward the Second, Robert the abbot of St.John’s, 
Colchester, with the Concurrence of the convent, ‘'gave a licence to John, son of 
Simon, and Robert St. Clere, Knt. to give all their lands in the parish of Munden, 
liolden of the same abbot’s fee, in pure alms, to the chapel at Danewebury, for the 
. .s^ule of William de St, Clere.” 

, There were three perpetual chantries here, founded by the Darcies, and called 

Darcies’ Chantries, two of which were dedicated to St. Mary, and the other to St. 

John the Baptist. There was alsounothcr chantry, founded by Richard Waldryan. 

There is no historical record to determine the situations of these chantries, but part 

of them may yet be seen near ihe church gieen, on the side of the road near the 

street, and on the north side of Horn-row. 

% 

The priory of Bicknacre had lands in this parish. 

There are several charitable donations, but most of them rather trilling; some 
parcels of land were given for repairing the church, and the remainder for the relief 
of such poor people as the trustees should think fit. These lands lie in the parishes 
of Danbury, Purleigh, Coldnorton, and Woodham Walter. Jfphn Lannisdale and 
Margaret his wife were the donors of the lands in Purleigh, as appears by the deed 
in ihe sixth year of Edward the Second. These lands are let, and the income applied 
as directed by the donors. 
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A small alms-house was formerly erected by the feofiees on the south side of Dan- 
bury common for two indigent families. 

Danbury rectory is valued in the king’s books at twenty pounds.* 

WOODHAM FERRERS. 

This is one of the three parishes contiguous to each other which bear the name 
of Woodham, because, undoubtedly, when the villages and parishes were first esta- 
blished here, thfey were placed among woods, with which this part of the county was 
nearly covered. The distinguishing iippellation of Ferrers is from the noble family 
of that name, who formerly possessed the chief part of it. The manor-house was by 
the road-side, leading to Danbury, to which parish it is immediately contiguous, 
Tiorthward ; it extends to the limits of the hundred of Chelmsford, eastward ; and in 
other directions joins the Hanningfields. 

The agricultural character of this parish is that of strong, or tenacious, and wet 
land, of somewhat difficult management ; yet some of the land in this is superior to 
the other two Woodhams, and the average arinual produce per acre is twenty-four 
bushels of wheat, thirty-two of barley, forty of oats, and twenty-four of beans. 

The village is ten miles, east by north, from Billericay, and thirty-three from 
London. 

The population consists of four hundred and seventy-nine males, and three hundred 
and eighty-six females ; total, eight hundred and sixty-five. 

There is a fair here, on the 29th of September. 

Before the Conquest, Woodham Ferrers was possessed by a person of the name of 
Bundi ; but .at the grand survey it belonged to Henry de Ferrers, the son of Gual- 
cheline de Feriers, a noble Norman, who had also four other lordships in thiiJ 
county. Eugenulph arid William, his two eldest sons, dying before him, he was' 
succeeded by his youngest son, Robert, who, for his valour at the battle of the 
Standard, in Yorkshire, against King David of Scotland, was created earl of Derby 
by King Stephen, in 1138, ^nd died the year following, leaving Robert to succeed 
him, who styled himself Robert the youngqr, earl of Ferrers, and younger earl of 
Nottingham. His son William succeeded him; remarkable, as being possessed of 
seventy-nine knight’s fees. ^He married Margaret, daughter and heiress of William 
Pcverel, of Nottingham, by whom he had Robert, Earl Ferrers, who married, Sibilla, 
daughter of William de Braose, of Breoknock, by whom he had Mclicent, wife of 
Roger, Lord Mortimer, of Wigmorc ; and Agatha, concubine to King J ohn, and by that’, 
monarch mother to Ji>ime, who was*married tc. Llewellyn, prince of Wales ; he also 
had by the same Sibilla, his son and heir, William, Earl Ferrers, whom King Richard 

* In the year the Rev. Clemens Vincent vias deprived of this living for his loyalty 'to his sovereign, 
King Charles the First. 
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the First deprived of his possessions, giving them to his brother, John, earl of 
Mortain, but he soon afterwards regained them, and attended the king in his expedi- 
tion to the Holy Land, where he died, in 1191, at the siege of Acre. William,* who 
succeeded, was created earl of Derby, by King John, in the first year of his reign; 
he held this lordship as part of his barony, by the service of seven knight’s fees, and 
had licence, in the nineteenth year of Henry the Third, to impark his wood at 
Woodham, within the forest of Essex. He married Agnes, daughter of Ranulph, 
carl of Chester, by whom he had William, who, succeeding to his estates and honours, 
married Sibil, a daughter of William Mareschall, earl of Pembroke ; by Sibil he had 
seven daughters, and by his second wife, Margaret, (daughter of Roger de Quincy, 
earl of Winchester), he had Robert, who succeeded to the earldom, and was the last 
carl of Derby of that family; and William, on whom, in 1251 , he settled the manors 
of Woodham, Stebbing, and Fairstead, with a messuage in St. Osyth. It came to 
the family of Grey, of Ruthin, in the reign of Henry the Sixth and Sir John Grey, 
afterwards created Lord Lisle, was in possession of these estates, and married 
Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Richard Widville, Earl Rivers, by whom he had two 
sons, Sir Thomas and Sir Richard. He was slain at the battle of St. Albans, fighting 
for King Henry the Sixth, in 1460. His widow was afterwards the queen of King 
Edward the J^'ourth. His son, Sir Thomas, was created earl of Huntingdon, in 
1471, and, four years afterwards, marquis of Dorset. From the intermiirriage of one of 
the heirs of this family with that of Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, sprung the 
unfortunate Lady Jane Grey, beheaded in the commencement of the reign of Queen 
Mary. Sir Thomas Audlcy,f Baron Walden, had this estate, which remained in the 
family till the beginning of the last century, when it was purchased by Mr. Stuteville, 

• 6 ! Cambridgeshire, and, in 1746, was sold by this family to Mr. J*oseph Strutt, of 
Moulsham Mill. ’ 

Champeynes, or Cliampions, is a subordinate manor in this parish, and was held of 
William de Ferrersby William de Champeyne, in the year 1356. It continued in this 
family a considerable time, and was afterwards, in 1610, ^?old by John, Lord Ferrers, 
to Paul, Lord Viscount Bayning, who enjoyed it for his life, as did also his son after 
him. This Paul, Lord Bayping, compounded for the disafforesting of this manor and 
all his other lands, called Burrs, Joynes, Priors, Bridgenians, Greatfields, Sherline, 
Ilgars, ^Lachaleyes, and woods in Woodham Ferrers. In 1744, the manor of 
Champeynes was purchased by Sir Richard'Chase, of Hadham, in Hertfordshire. A 
papital messuage, and twelve acres of land, called Highgates, which form part of the 
estates appropriated to three preachenr in Colchester, by HenrycBachelor, in the year 

^ He was created by charter, dated 7th of July, 1205, and girt with a sword, by tlie king’s own hands, being 
the first mentioned to have been so. 

See some account of thi/t family under Bcerchorch, in Colchester. 
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1646, were generously enfranchised by Sir Richard, in 1756. The manor-house is 
near the church. 

Edwards is a manor anciently l)elonging to a family of note, surnamed De 
Wodeham, who had great estates in some of the neighbouring parishes. This 
was also dependent on the manor of Woodham. Ths manor d<}rives its name 
from Edward de Woodham, who died here in the fifth year of Richard the Second, 
leaving John his son and heir. It came afterwards to Colonel Wakeling, and 
was purchased^ by Sir Richard Chase at the same time that he purchased Cham- 
peynes. 

Jacklets, Ilgars, and Joyes were formerly small manors ; as also that of Olifies, or 
Olivers ; these have been incorporated with some of the others. 

Wickhams, or Wicomb, was liolden of the duke of Lancaster, by William de 
Dannebery, in the reign of Richard the Second. This William was a benefactor to 
Bileigh Abbey. . Ar/thony Higliam held it, in 1540, ^f Sir William Parre, as of his 
manor of North Fambridge. His son Robert succeeded him. Stephen Beckingham, 
Esq., the next possessor, died in 1571, and it. came into the possession of Edward 
Elliot, who was also the owner of Margaretting, Newland Hall, in Writtle, and tlie 
rectory of Norton Mandeville. Thomas, his son and heir, came to these possessions 
at his death, in 1595. Afterwards it was in the possession of the Altham family, and 
by marriage with one of the co-heiresses of Sutton Altham, Esq., (who died in 1630), 
it became the property of Charles Tryon, Esq., whose descendant, Sir Samuel John 
Try on, Bart., sold it, in 1725, to Thomas Inwin, Esq., and it became the inheritance 
of his only daughter, Sarah. This lady was successively married to Henry, earl of 
Suffolk, and Lucius, Lord Viscount Falkland. 

Edwin s Hall, about a mile from the church, was built by Edwin Bandys, arcA-. 
bishop of York, and took its name from him. 

The hamlet of Bicknacre, or, as it appears in some records, Bitacre, is partly in this 
parish, and partly in that of Danbury. In that part A^liicli lies ip this parish, on the 
western side of the road leading from Woodham Ferrers to Danbury, are the ruins of 
the priory for Black Canons, founded here, and endoA^ed’by Maurice Fitzgeffrey, sherifl' 
of Essex in the reign of Henry the Second.* Jt was dedicated to th® Virgin Mary and 
St. John the Baptist. King Henry defrayed the expense of the building, or nearly 
so, and also greatly increa*sed the endowments, and granted the site of a hermitage, 
which previously stood here, to the canops. Some of the arches of Siis building yet 
remain, and are lofty and magnificent; but the chapel, which stood at one end of it, 
is entirely destroyed^ In the reign of Henrjj ihe Seventh, the possessions of thi*s 
house had been so much lessened by neglect and inattention, that it was almost 
abandoned; and, on the petition of the prior and monks of Elsing-Sjpittle without 
Bishopsgate,*London,was granted by the king to that hospital. After the dissolution, 
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the manor of Bicknacre, with the site of the priory, was granted by Henry the 
Eightli to Henry Foisted, who, eleven years afterwards, in 1548, sold it to Sir Henry 
Mildmay, of whose grandfather it was purchased by Gobert Barrington, Esq., of 
Little Baddow. 

The church 6f Woodham Ferrers, dedicated to St. Mary, consists of a nave, north 
and south aisles, and a chancel ; and at the west end a square tower* of brick, con- 
taining four bells. It was given by Robert, Earl Ferrers, to Bicknacre Priory; and 
his successor, William de Ferrers, confirmed it to them in 1860. However, it was 
never appropriated to their house, but continued chiefly in the gift of the Ferrers family 
and other lay-patrons, except in 1517, when the prior and convent of St. Mary 
Spittle without Bishopsgate presented, though their right to do so cannot be made 
apparent. On the suppression, it seems to have gone, with the grant of the priory, to 
Henry Foisted, and from him to the Mildmay family. On the right hand of the com- 
munion table there is a monurficnt to the memory of Cecilie, the vife of Edward, 
arclibishop of York. Her effigy is* placed in a kneeling posture, in a niche of black 
marble, superbly ornamented and gilt.. A pillar supports a phoenix on each side ; 
adj<iining to which are two whole-length figures of Time and Death, of inimitable 
workmanship. Above, in a wreath, are enclosed the family arms, supported by tw'o 
beautiful female figures. The whole is executed with much taste. On an entabla- 
ture of black marble is the following inscription : 


Cccilic Sandys, 

I laughter of Thomas Wilford, of Crnnbrook, 
in Kent, Ksi]. 

Sister to the worthie soldiers Sir Janies Wilford j 
and Sir Thomas Wilford, j 

Was wife of Ed>vMi Sandys, archbishop of York, • 

' * Who died in great honour in the year 1588, 

« when he had | 

l.ived full seventy years. She lived a pure maid j 

Twenty-four years ; , ^ | 

A chaste and loving wife twenty- nine years; i 
A true widow twcnty-tiifo years to hir last. . , 

On the right-hand side of the e&utcheon is 

Samuel Sandys, Knt. 

Eldest son of the said Cicilfe, 

Who, of his love and piety to his said mother, 


She bare him seven sons and two daughters; 
She led a most Christian and holy life ; 
Carefully educated hir children ; 

Wisely governed hir familic ; 

Charitably relieved the poor ; 

And was a true mirror of a Christian matron. 
She departed this life, constant *in Christian faith, 
February, 5th, IfilO, at the rising of the sun. 
Hir blessed soul ascended to the consort of the 
blessed, 

And hir hodic lictli here interred, 
Expecting the joyful resurrection. 

Hatlg at liis own cost, erected this monument, 
In the year of our Lord 10*19, 

Being then high-^crift* of the county of Worcester. 


On tbcileft-hand side is 

I 

Sir Edwin Sandys, Knt., his 2 sonne, 
Sir Miles Sandys, who died in his youth, 
Thomas Sandys, Esq., 5 sonne, 
Henry Sandys, Esq., 6 sonne, 


Margaret, married to Anthony Archer, 
of Bourne, in Kent, Esq. 

Ann, lys 2 daughter, married to Sir William Barn, 
of Woolwich. 


Tke rectory of Woodham Ferrers is valued in the king s books at 28/. 4rf. 


• In 1703 the whole tower fell down, hut was rebuilt by a brief in 1715. 
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THE HANNINGFIELDS. 

Three parishes adjoining each other, and about six or seven miles south-east from 
Chelmsford, bear the name of Haningefelda, in Domesday book ; in other records 
Hanenfeld ; in Morant’s history Haningiield ; and now commonly written Hanning- 
field. They are distinguished from each other by their relative situations of East, 
West, and South. * 

Friebert, a Norman, Oin, a Dane, and three other freemen, held these lands before 
tlie Conquest ; and at the time of the survey they were in the possession of Odo, 
bishop of Bayeux, William Warine, and Ralph Baynard. Afterwards, these parishes 
became vested in the Montchensy family. Hubert de Monte Canisio, or Montchensy, 
the founder of tliis family, was lord of Edwardstone, in Suffolk, at the time of the 
survey, and held Stanstead Hall, in Halstead, as tenant, under Robert Malet, great 
chamberlain of England. The lordships in these three parishes continued till about 
12()0 in this family ; when, by marriage with Dionysia, of the house of Montchensy, 
they came to Hugh de Vere, second son of Robert, earl of Oxford, who obtained licence, 
in tile twenty-seventh year of Edward the First; to enlarge his park at East Hanning- 
field, (within the bounds of the forest), with eleven acres of land. On the death of 
the Lady Dionysia, in the seventh year of Edward the Second, she was succeeded in 
the manors of the Ilanningficlds by her cousin, Aymer de Valence, son to William, 
earl of Pembroke, who also had the advowsons of the churches of East and West 
Hanningfield. He dying without issue, all his estates came to his three sisters, and 
these manors were allotted to Isabella, his second sister, the wife of John de Hastings, 
baron of Bergavenny. In the eighteenth year of Edward the Third one of this family 
obtained the title of earl of Pembroke, on account of his descent from Aymer de Valence 
by his grandmother Isabel. lie died in 131*8. The last male lieir of this family 
killed at a tournament at Woodstock, in Oxfordshire, in the seventeenth year of lii» 
age, and in the thirteenth year of Richard the Second. On this event it was found 
that these estates liad been settled on William de Beauchamp, who was the son of 
Richards mother’s sister, end a younger son of Thomas, earl of Warwick; lie had 
also of his said uncle’s gift the barony of , Bergavenny. He died in 1411, luiviftg 
married Joan, djiughter of Richard, earl of** Arundel, and leavi:ig by her Richard, 
created earl of Worcester in 1419. He was a brave soldier, attended King Henry 
the Fifth i^ his wars, and was slain at the siege of Meaux, in France, in 142^, from 
which place his body was brought to TeMvkesbury Abbey for interment. His mother 
held these manors in dowry, till her death in 1435, when they came to his daughter 
Elizabeth, by his wifp Isabel, daughter of Thosnas, Lord le Despenser. This Eliza- 
beth marrying Edward Neville, a younger son of Ralph, earl of Westmorland, brought 
the Hanninghclds into that family, in some branch of which they remained till Henry, 
Lord’Abergavenny, sold them to John, Lord Petre, baron of Writtle. 
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East Hanninofield is distant from London twenty-nine miles, and north-east 
from Billericay six miles. 

The population consists of two hundred and eight males and a hundred and ninety 
females; total, three hundred and ninety-eight. 

Claidons is a subordinate manor belonging to East Hanningfield, which derives its 
name from an ancient possessor. Sir William Hannyngfeld, knight banneret, was in 
possession of this manor in the time of Edward the First. It belonged to William 
Claydone in 1330; it was held under the heirs of Robert Fitzwalter in the time of 
Richard the Second ; and Sir Edward Sulyard held it of Robert, earl of Sussex, in 1610. 

Canon-Barncs is a small manor, part of which lies in East and part in West Han- 
ningfield. Sir Walter Mildmay possessed it in 1589, as did also his son and successor 
Humphry. 

The church, dedicated to All Saints, consists of a nave and chancel; at the west 
end there is a* steeple with four^bells, above which there is a shihgled spire. On the 
north side of the chancel there is a chantry built with brick, but the passage commu- 
nicating with it has been closed. 

East Hanningfield is a rectory, valued in the king’s books at 13/. 15«.7cf. 

Within the communion rails, on a brass plate, is the following inscription: 

** Here lieth buried the body of Richard Bridges, Esquire, some time of Lincolnes Inne, 
counccllor at law, and of this parish, who died the 7th day of November, 1606. Jacobi regis 
quarto.” 

There were formerly some abbey lands here, for in the fourteenth year of Edward 
the First, Andrew de Wodeyre had licence to give forty acres of arable in East-Han- 
ningfeld to the prior and convent of Bikenacre. 

A field belongs to the poor of this parish, which was many years ,.ago let for four 
pounds a year. The sum of sixteen pounds, arising from the rent of a house and 
lands, is paid annually for the support of poor widows. And this, as well as the 
parish of West Hanningfield!, Enjoys the gift of Lady Cmsar of five pounds a year. 
Adjoining the churclf-yard there is an aUns-housc for one family. 

West Hanningfield. — This village and parish is five miles from Billericay, and 
twenty-nine from London. 

The population consists of two hundred and forty-eight males and two hj^ndred and 
twenty females total, four hundred and sixty-eight. 

, It was held by William Warren, earl of Surrey, at the general survey, and contains 
besides the lordship paramount, four\)ther manors. ^ 

Cloville’s Hall derives its name from the family of the Clovilles,* or Clonvilles, to 

Cloville’s arms. Argent, two chrevronels, sable, each charged with five nails, or. — Ciest. An ostrich 
between two plumes of feathers, argent, holding in her bill a nail, or. 
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whom it belonged from the time of Henry the Second to the year 1(J64‘. This estate chap. i. 
afterwards came to Mrs. Richard Finch. 

Hanningfteld Temple is so called from its having formerly belonged to the Knights Hanning. 
Templars; and the part called Parages, or Pagetts, has probably belonged to a person pie. 
of that name. In 1541 it was granted by Henry the Eighth to John Cannon, mer- 
chant-tailor of London, who was succeeded by his son Richard ; the latter dying 
unmarried, in 1*^27, left the estate of Parages to Humphry Sidney, Esq. of Marga- 
retting. As for that part of the manor called Temple, it came to Mr. Drage, who 
sold it to Daniel Williams, V. D.M. and D.D. who, by a codicil to his will in 1712, 
gave it to liis wife during her natural life, and after her decease to the cities of Glas- 
gow and Edinbiirgh, for the founding and endowing of alms-houses there. This 
gentleman's other extensive charities are recorded under Tolleshunt Major. 

Peverels is a manor held by a branch of the famjly of that name from the year PcveAls. 
1311. It appears that this manor contained three Jiundred and eight acres two rods 
and two perches of land, from a survey in 1611. It went from the Peverels to 
William Cloville, in H69 ; his brother Edward was his heir. A family of the name 
of Tanfield were the next possessors ; and about the year 1678, it wjis sold by 
Daniel Tanfield to the before-mentioned Dr. Williams. The mansion-house is a 
mile from the church. 

Chcrvilles is the last of the subordinate manors, and is known to have been held t:h(‘rvillts. 
by Michael de Cherville in 1254, a trial having taken place at Chelmsford in that 
year between this gentleman and Ernald dc Berkheld and others, about their common 
of pasture in West Hanningfield, In 1489 it was held of Sir George Neville, Lord 
Bergavenny, by John Wawton; Cicely, his daughter and heir, was three years old at 
his deatli in that year.^ By marriage, or otherwise, it afterwards came to John* 

Cannon, and it was then called the hamlet of Chervilles. It afterwards came to* 
the Humfries. The mansion-house is not far fjrom .the church. There is |ilso a 
good house near the church, called the church-house, which foVmerly belonged to 
the same family. 

The manor in this district callec^ Bedenested, which gave name to Petronilla Se Bcdcnesiod 
Bedenested, and to Albric de Bensted, appears to have •been a place of importance, 
from the account in Domesday-book. The name Bensted-green remains, but little 
more is known respecting it. 

The church has a nave and chancel,* each of which have a south aisle. It is Church, 
dedicated to St. Mary and St. Edward. An octagonal tower at the west end contain^ 
four bells, above whfch there is«a wooden spir^. 

In the south aisle is a stone of very antique appearance, on which were, inlaiij in 
brass^ the haif-length effigies of a man and woman. The former is tak^n away ; but 
the latter remains. Beneath is the following inscription, in Old English characters : 

T 
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** Isabele Clovill Joha son iUs gUent ict lequale Johen morust le 23 jour d'Octobre, Tan 
de grace 1361. Dieu de leur alme eit m*rc.” 

TRaNBLATION. 

** Isabel Cloyill, and John her son. lie here ; the last-mentioned John died the 23d day of 
October, in the year of grace 1361. God have mercy on their souls.*’ 

An altar tomb stands on the north side of the chancel, covered with grey marble ; 
it belongs to the Clovill family, but the inscription is illegible. On»the floor near it 
there is a white stone, on which is cut the effigy of a youth, round the border of 
which are these words : 

Heare lyes John Erdeswicke, sonn and hcyre of Richard Erdeswicke. Esquicr. who died in 
November, 160 ” The rest is defaced. 

The parsonage-house is a i\eat edifice, with a brick front, and much improved by 
the Rev. Henry Burton, when rector here. 

The rectory of West Hanningfield is valued in tlie king’s books at 16J. 1«S^, 4rf. 

Richard Cannon, who died in 1605, gave to the poor five pounds per annum for 
ever, to be distributed in bread to the poor of this parish. Mrs. Ann Humfry gave 
the sum of forty shillings yearly to the poor widows who take no collection, to be 
paid out of Chervilles. 

South Hanningfield. — This parish is one mile south from East Hanningfield, 
and twenty-nine from London. 

The population consists of one hundred mcales and seventy-six females ; total, one 
hundred and .seventy-six. 

There is but one manor in this parish, wliich has already been described. It 
passed, as the rest did, through the families of Montchensy, Valence, Hastings, 
Beauejiamp, Neville, &c. T.liQ manor of Baron, or Barnehalls, extends into this 
parish ; an account of which will be found in the description of Downham. 

William Pascall, second son pf John Pascal!, of Grtjat Baddow, formerly pos- 
sessed the estates of South Hanningfield Hall, ^nd of Great and Little Preston, in 
this parish. 

The church originally belonged to the prior and convent of Leeds, in Kent, in 
whose possession it continued till 1401, after which it came successively to the noble 
families of Beauchamp, Neville, and Petre. *The body of this church is not separated 
from the chancel, and the whole is til^d. A shingled spire rises from the tower ; and 
there is one bell. There are no monuments in the. church or' chancel ; yet some 
inscriptions inform us that a family of the name of Tabor are interred in the latter. 

South Hanhinfirfleld is a rectorv. valiipd in the Liber Rems at 10/. 
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RETTENDEN. CHAP. I. 

This parish is seven miles south from Billericay, and thirty from London. iiettenden 

The population consists of three hundred and thirteen males and two hundred and 
sixty-seven females; total, five hundred and eighty. 

In Domesday-book the name of Ratendune, and in other records, Ratyngdon and 
Iiettenden, are given to this parish. The Saxon ret means sad, and rad^ or rade^ 
riding; and some* writers have supposed that badness of roads, or difficulty of 
travelling, may have been denoted by the original name, of which the present is a 
corruption. Indeed, as the roads here are in the present time notoriously bad, it will 
not be doubted that they would deserve an opprobrious appellation at the period when 
the name was first applied. 

This lordship belonged to the nunnery of Ely, from the time of its foundation, by Mjmor. 
Etheldreda, in 673 ; nnd on the establishment of a bishoprick at that place, in 1 108, 
Iiettenden became part of its possessions, and so continued till the time of Elizabeth, 
when it was alienated. In 1601 it was granted, to Richard Barrcll and others, to be 
held in free socage of the manor of East Greenwich. One of the Cannon family held 
it in 1605, from whom it came to his brother-in-law, Edmund Humfry, Esq. ; and, in 
1727, his successor, of the same name, dying unmarried, gave this estate to William 
Ffytche,Esq., who was to pay twenty pounds a year out of it for ever, f5r a school to 
be erected in this parish. 

The manor-house is nm'th-west from the church, and was formerly enclosed in a 
park well stocked with deer. , 

Robert, Lord Bourchier, held lands here of the bishop of Ely, and died in 1349. Hobrrt, 
John, Lord Boyrehier, held the same in the first year of Henry the Fourth, as 
also Bartholomew, Load Bourchier, in the tenth of the same reign ; and the estate 
called Bourchiers took its name from this noble family ; but it is not certainly known 
whether this was the same which was called Lillehais, w Little Hays, from the family LiiK hais. 
of De la Hay, which had possessions here iq 1480. If these naiAes were not inter- 
changeably applied, it cannot be ascertained where Bourchiers was situated. Jt 
afterwards continued in the Bourchier famflY till 1483, when Henry Bourchier, earl 
of Essex, dying, his grandson and heir, Henry, succeeded, who, being killed by 
tailing from a horse, in 1539, left his only daughter, Anne, w^ife of Sir William Parre, 
afterwards earl of Essex and marquis of Northampton. She died possessed of the 
manor of Little Hays, holden of the bishop of Ely, in 1570. Some time afterwards 
it came into the possession of the celebrated Sir Henry Savilie,Knt., who made it part Sir Henry 
of the endowment of his two professorships of geometry and astronomy, in Oxford. 

This manor of Little Hayes lies along an arm of the sea below Battle-bridge, and*has 
a royalty belonging to it. 

The church is dedicated to All Saints, and consists of a naf e and chancel ; and on ciiurdi. 
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the north side tliere is a chapel^ or chantry. At the west end there is a stone tower, 
embattled, in which are five bells. There is a sumptuous monument at the east end 
of the north aisle to the memory of the Humfry family. It is a composition of white 
and grey marble, about thirty feet high and sixteen wide. On a table is the effigy of 
one of the family, in full proportion, reclining on his right arm, with his hand on a 
book, opened. His looks, directed towards heaven, are expressive of calm tranquil- 
lity and Christian fortitude. Infantine figures, weeping, represent thc^ears of affection 
and friendship. On the back part of this tomb two whole-length figures are placed 
on an ample pedestal of white marble ; that on the right is a man in armour, at whose 
feet lies a helmet. A female figure is on the left. Cherubic forms, and emblems of 
mortality, are abundantly distributed ; and two Corinthian pillars support a marble 
canopy, under which the family arms are displayed, with military tropliies and 
various ornaraents. On each ride of the pillars there is a niche of grey marble ; of 
which, that on the north contains hn infirm old man, leaning on a stick; in the other, 
on the south, a middle-aged lady, richly attired ; above each of these is a phoenix. 
The following inscription is on a plain marble tablet at the base of the tomb : 

'• Here lies the body of Edmund Humfry, Esq., by whose order this monument was erected, 
in memory of himself and family. He died a bachelor, the 12th day of June, 1727, aged 
fifty-three yeafs. He gave all his estate in this parish to William Ffytche, of Danbury Place, 
in this county, Esq., paying twenty pounds per annum for ever for a school to be erected in 
this parish ; and his estate in West Ilanningiield to Humfry Sidney, of Margaretting, in this 
county, Esq. He was the son of Edmund Humfry, Esq., by Frances, daughter of Eleazer 
Carswell, of Shiffnall, in the county of Salop, Esq., whose father, Richard Humfry, married 
Ann, the eldest daughter of Sir Henry Hungatc, in East Rradcnham, in the county of Norfolk, 
•ftart.” 

Many of the same family appear to be buried in this aisle. The effigies of two 
men in brass are placed herp pn two plain stones. Under the feet of one is the fol- 
lowing inscriptionc 

''Here lieth interred the body ef IVchard Cannon, Esq., who, amongst other charitable works, 
did give and assure unto those of the poore oftliis paryh five pounds, in landes, per annum, for 
ever, to be distributed everie sabath day in* bread to^the poore of the said parish ; and he died 
without issue the 20th of December, in the year of our Lord God(,1605.*' 

UndeX'the figure on the left-hand side is the following; 

" iiere lyeth interred the body of Richard Humfry, Gent., half-brother to Richard Cannon, 
tisq., whom the said Richard Cannon ma^e his heire, who had issue Richard and William, and 
died the xxi of December, in tlie year of oiir Lord God, IfiOl^." * 

Bettenden rectory is valued in the king’s books at 32/. Gs. 3d. 

Besides the donation of twenty pounds yearly bequeathed by Edmftnd Hupifry, 
Esq. for the establishing of a school, Jhis parish enjoys the following charities : 
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Richard Cannon, Esq. gave five pounds per annum to be distributed in bread every 
sabbath-day. Mrs. Ann Humfry gave forty shillings per annum to poor widows. A 
lady gave four pounds a year to be distributed in money to the poor on the first 
Sunday after Easter. She was buried in this church under a free-stone ; but the 
plate upon it which recorded her name has been taken away. There is in this parish 
an estate called Marks, purchased, in 1706, by the trustees of Edmund Lee, Esq., 
who left; one thousand pounds, for annually putting out five poor boys, of the parish 
of Egham, in Surrey, apprentices to watermen. If this original purpose should be 
neglected, the money to go to the poor of Staines. 

RUNWELL. 

This parish lies low, and is rather unhealthy, and is also reckoned to have bad 
roads. It is about seven miles east from Billericay. 

The population consists of one hundred and six^y-six males and one hundred and 
forty-one females ; total, three hundred and seven. 

It is uncertain whether, as has been supposed, the name of this place arose from 
some noted running well, or from some other origin : in Domesday-book it is Rune- 
wellam ; in later writings Ronewelle and Runwell. The chief manor-house was 
Run well Hall, which is about a mile from the church. This lordship* was given by 
King Athelstan to the cathedral church of St. Paufs, and at that lime consisted of 
twelve mames, or houses with farms. It was seized at the conquest ; but it is after- 
wards stated that King William restored to God, St. Paul, and their servants, lands 
and habitations which had been taken away firom that church. It was retained by the 
dean and chapter till the year 1546, when King Henry the Eighth, by an arbitrary 
stretch of power, got it, into his hands, and almost immediately made a grant of it to 
Sir Anthony Brown. This grant is believed to have been rendered invalid by 
the king’s death before it had gone tlirough aU the necessary forms ; the church 
regained possession, and, in the first year of Edward the Sixtl^,’ made an exchange 
with that king for the manor of Mucking, in this copnty, the advowson of the church, 
and other possessions. The next ppssessoi* was Edward, Lord Clinton, who granted 
it, in 1553, to Sir John Gate, upon, whose attainder, the same* year. Queen Mary 
granted it to Susannah Tongue, otherwise Clarencieux, widow, first lady of her bed- 
chamber. It went from this lady to her nephew, George White, Esq.^ in which family 
it continued till 1679, when it was purchased by Mr. Simon Rogers, of Leicestershire, 
descended from the Rogers of Dorsetshire, and, Ijy the mother s side, from the celebrated 
Mrs. Herick, being one of tho hundred and fbrty-two persons she saw before her at 
one time who had all descended from her. It afterwards came to George Rogers, 
Esq^, of Mile End.* 

Rogers’s arms. Argent, an ctoile sable, a chief, gules, s^me dc Us, or. 
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Sandons* is mentioned in records as a subordinate manor, belonging to a person 
of that name; and King Henry the Eighth granted an estate here to Cardinal 
Wolsey, which is believed to have been this. 

Flemyngs .was a manor formerly belonging to a family of that name.f Robert 
f Icmyng had possessions here in 1327, and the name occurs in deeds in the reigns of 
Edward the Third, Richard the Second, and Henry the Fourth. Sir Thomas 
Flemyng held this manor of the church of St. Paul in 1464, in the fourth year of 
Edward the Fourth. The house was a very noble and extensive building, a great 
part of which has been pulled down, or destroyed by a fire that demolished more than 
thirty rooms and a large chapel. Before this accident, we are informed the house con- 
tained above fifty spacious apartments. The right of sepulture belonged to this chapel, 
as appears by human remains and fragments of coffins frequently thrown up by the 
plough. An extensive park, iu large warren, and every thing necessary to constitute 
an elegant and pleasing country seat, also appertained to the estate. But what will seem 
incredible to those who have formed their ideas of Essex prospects by riding from Lon- 
don to Harwich, this house commands an extensive view of some parts of the county 
and of Kent, including more thmi thirty parish churches. The roof is uncommon and 
curious, being arched throughout in the manner of church buildings ; and there were 
formerly some fine ancient portraits of the Sybils and the Caesars ; and some very 
good paintings on glass have also been preserved. After the Flemyngs it came by 
marriage to the Sulyards, J a family descended from Sir William Sulyard, Knt., of 
Eye, in Suffolk. Sir John, his son, and succeeding progeny, by several intermar- 
riages, became allied to the families of Fayreford, Bacon, and Good ; and by the 
marriage of John Sulyard, Esq. with Alice, daughter and heiress of Sir John Bar- 
rington, the union of these two families took place. Their, son. Sir John Sulyard, 
knt., was, in 1485, the first year of Henry the Seventh, made one of the justices of 
the King’s Bench. His first wifels maiden name was Hungate, by whom he had Edward, 
his first son and heir; and by his second wife, Anne, daughter and co-heiress of John 
Andrewes, Esq., of Baylam, in Svffolk, he had John Andrew, who married Margery, 
daughter and co-heiress of John Lyston, but had.no children, Elizabeth, wife of Sir 
Edward Baynton, i(nne, wiffe of Roger Apulton, Esq., and Alice, wife of William 
Rous, Esq. Edward, the eldest son of Judge Sulyard, hatl also two wives ; the first 
was the daughter and heiress of Thomas Copdowe, Esq.; by her he had Sir William 
Sulyard, his eldest son and heir, also Edmund, Anthony, and John. His second wife 

In the time of Henry the Third a gentleman of this name held an (state at Rawneth ; and a piece of land, 
of about ten acres, near the church there, bears the name of Sandon’s fee. 

f ^lemyng's ar;ns. Or, a chevron azure, between tliree bulls, sable, gutt4 d’or. ^ 

J Su1yard*8 arms. Argent, a chevron, of a leaden colour, between three phceons, or arrow-heads, inverted, 
sable : azure, a chief ermines ; «crest, a lion rampant, argent. 
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was Anne, the daughter of John Norrys; by her he had Eustace, and Mary, wife chap. i. 
of Sir John Cornwallis. Sir William died in 1540, but left no children. His 
next heir was his cousin, Robert Garneys,* a descendant of Judge Sulyard, by the 
mother’s side. Eustace, half-brother to Sir William, inherited Fl^myngs, with 
various other possessions; he died in 1546. By his wife, Margaret, daughter of 
Robert Forster, of Little Birch, he had Edward, Mary, Margaret, Jane, Anne, and 
Bridget. Edward, the son and heir, was knighted, and died in 1610, leaving 
Edward and Thomas, and a daughter, named Elizabeth, who became successively the 
wife of Sir Francis Harris, Knt, and of — Wright, of Kclvedon. Edward died without 
children, and was succeeded by his brother, Sir Thomas, who married Anne, the only 
daughter of Thomas Holt, Esq., of Higham, in Norfolk; he died in 1634; and his 
son Edward died unmarried in 1692, aged seventy-two, when tliis estate came to two 
of his neices ; Anne,, married to Charles Parker, tl)e, son of an eminent physician, 
by whom she had Charles ; and Dorothy, inarric?d to William Marlow, Gent., by 
whom she had William, who died unmarried, and Mary, married to John Tyrell, of 
Billericay. 

The church is a brick building, containing a nave, chancel, and south aisle. It has cimrcli. 
a square tower of stone, in which are four bells ; and above the tower is a shingled 
spire. It is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and is a rectory, valued in the king’s 
books at 13/. In the wall of the aisle the effigies of Eustace Sulyard, and Mar- 
garet, his wife, are cut in brass, on a very ancient monument, with the following Moim- 

. iniMits. 

inscription : 

** Here doe lie Ewstace Sulyard, Esquier, and Margaret AylofF, sometime his wyfe, who had 
to her first husbande, Gregory Ballet, Esquier, by whom she had ys&ue, Dorothie, her onl^ 
daughter and heyer, and now wyfe unto Anthony Maxy, Esquier ; and to her second husband, 
the said Ewstace Sulyard, between whome they had yssue Edward Sulyard, Esquier, their sonne 
and heyer, and Mary, Margaret, Jane, Ann, and Bridget, tl;ievr daughters ; and to her thirde 
and last husbande she had William AylofF, of Brittens, Esquier, by whohv she had no yssue, 
which said Ewstace Sulyard died in Febniarie, in'the first y^re of King Edwarde the Sixte ; 
and the said Margaret died the fifte of Februariq, in the ix and twentieth yeare of our sove- 
ragne Queen Elizabeth.” 

On the top of her monuqient are the arms of each of lier three husbands. 

In the chancel there is also a grey marble monument, with^ the following 
inscription : 

** In the neighbouring earth lies the body of Eelward Sulyard, who died the vii day 
November, m d cxcii. Being the last of his house and of his family.” 

Over the inscription arc the family arms. 


See the manor of Oates, in High Laver. 
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On the ground, on a black marble, is the following : 

“ Here lieth interred the body of Charles Parker, Gent., late of Flemyngs, and Anne, his 
wife. Here also lieth the body of Charles Parker, Gent., son of the above Charles Parker, 
Gent, who die<] September 25, 1753, setatis suae G2. The mother of the late Charles Parker, 
Gent., her maiden name was Ann Sulyard, one of the neices and co-heiresses of Edwmrd 
Sulyard, Esq., of Flemyngs.” 

There are two alms-houses in this parish ; one near the church, ojf two dw^ellings ; 
the other near Rettenden Common, of only one dwelling. 

moitntney\s-ing. 

This parish, commonly called Munnassing, or Mountnessing, extends northward to 
those of Ingatcsloiie and Frierning, to that of Hutton on the south, Buttsbury on 
the east, Jind to Shenfield op the west; its distance from London is twenty-one 
miles, and from Chelmsford eighteen. 

The population consists of three hundred and eighty-five males and three hundred 
and forty-three females ; total, seven hundred and twenty-eight. 

The name of this parish is formed of that of the ancient family of the Mountneys, 
(formerly lords of the capital manor here), with the addition of the Saxon word ing^ 
meaning meadow. It bore the name of Ginge Mounteney in the time of Edward the 
Third.* In the time of the Saxons this district was in possession of Ingwar, Alfega 
and Algar, two young women that were free, and Alwin. At the survey it belonged 
to Ralph, brother of Ilger. 

The capital manor-house is a good brick building, near the church, on a small 
eminence, and there arc apparent indications of its having been surrounded by a park. 
At present, this manor consists of meadows, rich pastures, jitnd fruitful corn-fields. 
The Mounteney family is very ancient. Robert de Mountenni was one of the wit- 
nesses to the foundation chactor of, Thobie Priory, in this parish, about the reign of 
King Stephen, and, is supposed to have been the son and heir of Laecia, eldest 
daughter of Jordan de Briesete* founder of the hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, 


* Morant observes, “ The uncouth name of Ginflf is forintM from the Saxon particle je, which they prelix 
to many words, but without any particular meaning, and inj, qu. je-, as a prefix in Saxon, 

in Mffiso-CJothic,) is generally added to vcrh.s, and marks the past participle, in the same way that y did in old 
Engli^th; thus ^je-elypo'o, is y-eleped; y- written; 5 C*maco*&, y~made. W’’itli nouns it almost 

always shows them to be verbals; with verbs in the present it sometimes shows them to be formed from nouns; 
§11(1 sometimes it has the force of the Latin cum^ fn the way Morant supposes it to enter into Gingey it could 
hardly he used. Indeed, Ginge is only another fosin of inge; g and being in old English frequently prefixed 
to words heginiiiiig with a vowel. In some writings the name is written Tag, or Yengy Mounteney. In the 
recoBds we have G ingam tenet Runulfus;*’ ** G ingam tenucr’ ii Fuellse Liberae.” And in the records of 
Margurt‘tting, — *•' Ingain t«»net Rohertus;’* Iiigain tcmiit Robertus Grut;” ** Oingam tenet ^tttheus.** Lye 
observes, that in the north they still call a meadow /»g, and in the plural the Ingee. 
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near West Smithfieldi London, in 1S64. This Robert, in 1254 or 1255, was pre- chap, i. 
sented at Chelmsford for possessing a knight's fee without taking the order of knight- 
hood. He had a son named Eustace; and the family continued here during a 
succession of ages. Sir John de Mounteney and Sir Robert are mentioned in 1375, 
and William de Mounteney, in 1417, in the time of Henry the Fifth. In the reign 
of Henry the Eighth John Mounteney possessed this and other estates in this 
county.* A person of the name of Hamon was in possession of this manor about the 
beginning of Queen Elizabeth's reign; and it afterwards came, by marriage, to 
William Wilford, Esq., of whom it was purchased by Sir William Petre. 

Bacons is a manor, so called from its possessors in Edward the First's time ; in the Bacons, 
latter part of whose reign, Edmund and John Bacune had licence to enclose their 
wood of Gings, within the bounds of the forest of Essex, and convert it into a park. 

Sir Robert Bacon, with his wife, Alinore, held these possessions ip 1375 ; and 

• * 

Bartholomew was their son and heir. In 1514, Sir William Capell, ancestor of the 
family of the earls of Essex of that name, held this manor, and died in that year; 

Giles was his son and heir. It was afterwards *purchased by Sir William Petre, Knt 

Chevers is a manor which was in the possession of a family named Capri, or De Chevers. 
Caprd, as early as the reign of King J ohn ; and changing the name afterwards to the 
French, Chevre, corrupted to Chever, they continued here dll the eloventh year of 
Henry the Sixth. 

The manor of Cowbridge reaches from Billericay to the watchhouse, and goes Cowbridge. 
down the lane called Tye-lane, that leads to Brentwood. Under the Saxons, the 
possessor of this estate was named Alwin ; but at the general survey the owner was 
Ranulph, the brother of Ilger. In the time of Henry the Third a family took their 
name from this ^lace, it afterwards became part of the possessions of the abbey oi 
Stratford Langthorn ; and after the suppression of monasteries it came to Sir Richard 
Rich, who sold it to Sir William Petre, in 1545. ^ The farm called Little Cowbridge 
was included in this purchase, but that is not a manorial farm. 

Arnolds is supposed to have derived its name from. Sir Arnulph de Mounteney, Arnolds, 
whose seat it is said to have been. The manfiion-house is a venerable pile of building, 
half a mile from the left-hand side of the rdad from Ghelmsfo/d to London. No 
record is found relating to tjiis estate until the ninth year of King Henry the Seventh, 
in the year 1493, when it was in the possession of Henry Elvedon,^Esq. •It came 
afterwards to John Brock, Esq., and next to the family of the Perts. John Pert, of 
Arnold’s Hall, died in 1583 ; and Elizabeth, ^le last of the family, died here in 

1734.t. 

* Arms of Moynteney. Anire, a bend between six mirtleti, gules. 

f Tl^ arms of Pert Argent, on a bend, gules, three mascles voided, or. — Qrest On a torse, a pea-hen, 
argent, beaked and legged, or, amongst a knot of rush-bobs springing out of a hillock, vert. 

VOL. I. ^ U * 
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There are other considerable estates in this parish, but none deserving particular 
notice, except that of the dissolved priory of Thoby, which was founded in King 
Stephen’s reign, between the years 1141 and 1151, for canons of St. Augustine, by 
Michael de Cigpr&, Rosie his wife, and William their son ; and dedicated to St. Mary 
and St. Leonard. The house took its name from Tobias, the first prior, to whom the 
ibunders granted many valuable emoluments. The patronage was in the Mounteney 
family. In 1525 it was given, by Henry the Eighth, to Cardinal Wolsey, by whom 
it was suppressed, in order to be appropriated to his two colleges ; \i\xt the Cardinal 
at that time falling into disgrace with his master, it came again to the crown, and was 
granted to Sir Richard Page, in 1530, with the reversion to William Berners, Esq., 
with whom it continued some time, and was afterwards in the possession of a family 
of the name of Prescot, descended from the ancient family of the Prescots in 
Lancashire, tiJl, on the death of John Prescot, Esq., the last of the family, in 1750, it 
came into the possession of the Blencoe family, by marriage, between Henry Blencoe, 
Esq., a counscllor-at-Iaw, a descendant of an ancient family of that name in Cumber- 
land, and Mary, the only surviving daughter and heiress of Alexander Prescot, Esq.* 


The church, dedicated to St. Leonard, or St. Giles, consists of a nave and 
aisles, and a chancel f and south aisle, or chantry. There is a wooden frame at the 
west end, with a shaft, and one bell. This church was formerly appropriated to the 
priory of Thoby, and a vicarage ordained, of which the monks continued patrons till 
their suppression, wlien, coming to the crown, the king exchanged this, together with 
the rectory, with Sir William Petre, for the manor of Peldon. 

The vicarage is valued in the kings books at 11/. 

There are«numerous inscriptions to the memory of individuals of the Prescot family, 
among which is the following, on black marble, against the north wall : 


Hie situs est 
Johannes Present, 

Alexandre de Tlioby, filius priiSiogcnituf: : 
Alexandri olim*«enatoris Londinensis 
Nepos, ^ 

Parentum (quos reliquit superstites) luctus 


Mortalia scivit omnia; 

Ideoque, ut animuin coj^nitionc sibi pari ex))leret, 
Migravit in lucem 
.^ternitatis 

JO Feb. A. D. M DC I. VI. 

/Ktatis suae xxxiii. 


familia* decus, 

Litteris et linguis, ' 
Domestica et extranea seientia 
excultisrtimus, 

Ing^nio ct prudentia, 
a>quc pneditus; 

Vita longiori dignus, 

Et c;eIo (quo jam potius cst) dignior 


Ofticiiim nostro cogor prestare Johanni, 
Carmen, quod potius debuit ille mibi. 

Parcarum iinpciis;e leges! prepostera fata! 
Prxeeptor gemit in funcra discipuli. 

£t quamquain iuvenis; matura morte receasit, 
Num fuit mente et moribus ante senex. 

Posqit pater, flevit Jo. Collie, Tutor Cantabrig. 


•• The arms of Prescot. Sable, a clievron between three owls, argent. — Crest A hand dexter proper, 
holding a liimp, burning, or. 

fin the south window of the chancel there are eight coats of arms, of which the second «is — sable gutt£, a 
fease, argent, with three msrtlcts, sable, impaling, sable, three gemclles, with a canton, argent. The eighth 
i.s — azure, a bend, argent, between six martlets, or. The rest are England and France. 
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TRANSLATION. 


Here lies interred 
John Prcscot, 

Eldest son of Alexander of Thoby, 

And of Alexander (sometiinc Alderman of London) 
Nephew ; 

To his parent (whom he left behind) his loss was a 
* grief; 

Of his family he was the ornament; 

Being in letters and languages, 
fn knowledge both foreign and domestic, 

Most uncommonly skilled ; 

With genius and prudence, 

Alike adorned ; 

He was worthy a longer life; 

And still more worthy of heaven (which he now 
enjoys;) 

He saw the insuffieiency of «ll worldly acquisitions, 
and therefore, 


That he might fill his mind with a knowledge meet 
for him, 

He passed into the light of 
Eternity, 

Februrary 19th, in the year of our Lord 1G56, 
and of his age 33. 


I cannot but pay tliis tribute of a verse to my be- 
loved friend ; a duty which ought rather to have 
been performed by him for me; O cruel destiny! 
strange fate ! tl;e master here mourns at the fune- 
ral of his disciple. Although he departed tliis life 
young in age, yet he became, before his death 
old in knowledge. His father caused this monu- 
ment to be put up to his memory; his tutor, Jo. 
Collie, of Cambridge, hath lamented him in these 
lines. 


CHAP. I. 


'Fhere are two very handsome monuments in jthe body of the cimrch, on which are 
the following : 

Near this place are deposited the remains of John Prescot, Esq., of llioby, who departed 
this life May 19, 1750, aged 39 years. 

Faith, Hope, and Charity, his consLint friends, || lliesc virtues he from heaven drew clown here, 

Did all his actions guide to noble ends; || And they, well pleased, atlengthhaverais’dhimtbere.'* 


MORIENDO VIVO. 

Near this place lieth the body of Henry Blencoe, Esq., counsellor-at-law. He was de- 
scended from Sir Henry Blencoe, of Blencoc, in the county of Cumberland, Knt., and married 
Mary, the only surviving daughter and heiress of Alexander Prescot, Esq., of llioby, by whom 
he left two childrdi, viz. Henry and Mary. His afHicted widow, in memory of his many ex- 
cellent virtues, as a husband, a parent, and a friend, caused this monument to be erected, fie 
died the 29th of April, 1765, in the 54th year of his age."' 


INGATESTONE, 

In the time of the Romans, the great public road from Colchester to London, as at Ingati- 
present, passed this way; and as it was the B^iman custom to mdrk the distances of 
the miles by stones fixed jn the ground, it is believed that one of those left remain- 
ing at this place, with the Saxon word ing, a meadow, has been the origin of tlie 
name — Ing-atte-stone. It is written in fecords “ Ging, or Yng, ad petrara” — Oing, 
or Y ng, at the stone ; and sometimes Ging Abbess, because it formerly belonged t4 
the abbess of St. Mary’s, at Barking, 

The population consists of three hundred and eighty males, and three hundred jiiid Fopdiatioi 
sixty-seven females ; total, seven hundred and forty-seven. 

Th*e town is twenty-three.miles north-east from London, and six from Chelmsford, situation. 
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and the road to Colchester^ Harwich, and part of Suffolk and Norfolk, passes through 
it. It consists of one street, the greater part of the north side of which, and some of the 
south, is in the parish of Frierning. There was formerly a considerable market here, 
but it has wholly declined; yet the annual fair, on the Ist of December, chiefly for 
cattle, continues to be well attended. The parish is bounded on the east by that of 
Buttsbury, on the north by Margaretting, on the west by Frierning and Dodding- 
hurst, and by Mountnessing on the soutli. 

The richly improved meadow grounds within the circuit of this district have been 
frequently praised for their luxuriance and abundant productiveness; the Saxon 
name of Ing used to be applied to lands of this description. 

Besides the chief manor of Ingatestone there are in this parish the manors of 
Hanley, or. Hauley, and the manor of Wood Barnes ; all these continued in the pos- 
session of the abbess and nuns of St. Mary’s Abbey, at Barking, till its dissolution, 
and sometime afterwards came, ^ly.purchase, to Sir William Petre, the liberal founder 
of the eight fellowships at Oxford, called Petrean, and the ancestor of the noble 
family of Petre. 

Ingatestone Hall is a quadrangular building, with a spacious court, and adjoining 
offices. It was built by Sir William Petre, in 1565. The situation is low, but com- 
mands a pleasing prospect towards Danbury, and was formerly surrounded by a 
spacious park. Part of this building has been pulled down, and the rest is now 
inhabited by some catholic families dependent on the noble proprietor. 

The Hide is a handsome country seat in this parish, built by Timothy Brand, Esq. 
high-sheriff' of the county in 17^1. He married Sarah, daughter of Thomas 
Mitchell, of Jlickling, Gent., and died in 1734. His son, Thomas Brand Hollis, 
fesq., succeeded him; and afterwards, the Rev. Dr. J, Disney, F.S.A., author of the 
'Lives of Jortin and Sykes, resided here till his death, in 18l6. There is, or lately 
was, a fine collection of ancient coins and medals here, with busts, marbles, vases, and 
other antiquities some of them from Herculaneum, collected by Thomas Hollis, 
Esq., who died in 1774, and by Thomas Brand Hollis, £sq., when these gentlemen 
were in Italy. The two sarcophagi in the hall were esteemed superior to those at 
Wilton. The planVations, and a fine 'piece of ‘water, are disposed with great taste, 
and command beautiful views over the adjoining country. ^ 

The vhurch, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is on the east side of the street; it is 
divided by a row of pillars, which extend through the chancel. There is a high 
j-ower, of brick, embattled at the west end, in which are five bells. 

The rectory is valued in the Liber Regis at 16Z. 13 j. 4rf. 

In a chapel, built of brick, on the south side of the chancel, used as the mausoleum 
of the Petre'farnily, is an elegant altar monument, placed in an intercojumination of 
the chancel, on which ^.re the extended effigies of William, Lord Petre and his* lady. 
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wrought in Parian marble, with the greatest skill and judgment ; a helmet supports chap. i. 
his lordship’s head; that of his lady rests upon a pillow. The family arms, in 
basso relievo, are enclosed in an iron frame, and suspended above this sumptuous 
monument. There is an elegant Latin inscription on the entablature^ of which the 
following is a translation : 

Here lies interred William. Lord Petre. Knt.. with Dame Ann. his second wife, daughter of 
William Browne, who died lord-mayor of London. The aforesaid nobleman. William. Lord 
Petre, was. by summons from Henry, king of England, the eighth of that name, called to the 
office of secretary, and to be one of his majesty’s privy council, in which station he continued 
under King Edward the Sixth, by whom he was made treasurer of the first fruits and tenths. 

After the death of Edward he held the same offices under Queen Mary, which she conferred 
u|>on him. together with the chancellorship, likewise, of the most noble order of the garter. He 
was also one of the council of our Lady Queen Elizabeth.*' 

In a niche in a monument in the south aisle an effigy in a devotional attitude; 
below which, on a black marble tablet, is the following : 

•* Heare lyeth entered the body of Robert Petre, yongest brother to Sir William Petre, Knt,, 
of Westminster, in the cown. of Mid. Esq., who lyved and dyed a faithful officer to the moste 
famus Queen Eliza, in the receyte of her majesty’s exchequer. He departed this life at Wcste 
’D^ordon, in Essex, September 20. in the yeare of our Lorde God 1593.” 

Against the wall, on the right-hand of the south aisle, is the half-length effigy of a 
man, cut in grey marble, below which is the following ; 

‘‘Captain John Troughton ; Obiit April. 1621, iEtatissuse 66.” 

In the sepulchral chapel above-mentioned, against the west wall, there is a superb 
marble monument, about eighteen feet high and fourteen broad, on vrhich, unutr 
an arch, supported b;^ eight pillars, four of black marble, and four of variegated 
marble, gilt, are the full-length effigies of John, Lord Petre, and his lady, kneeling, 
with each a book open before them ; and on a marble stone below is a Latin inscrip- 
tioHi of which the following is a translation : * 

“ John, Lord Petre, of Writtle.son of that William who was privy council to four sovereigns, 

Henry the Eightli, Edward the Sixth, Mjiry, and*Elizabeth ; end was likewise sent as ambas. 
sador seven times to foreign princes ; and co-founder of Exeter college, in Oxford ; a person 
capable of adding a lustre to the most immense fortune, and not without a great shsjre of afflu- 
ence : for, being bom to inherit a large estate, and talents no less conspicuous, dutiful* to his 
God, loyal to his prince, exquisitely tender-hearted to the poor, he spent his youth in the mast 
honourable posts, anij such as reflectec> character op the nobleman. He married Mary, daughter 
of Sir Edward Waldgrave, Knt., and one of the privy council to Queen Mary, a gallant young 
lady, equally worthy to grace the bed as well as tomb of so noble a husband. ^ He had By her 
three sons, sfill living, universally accomplished, by a foreign education and domestic precepts. 

He was such a manager in his hospitality, as one might pronounce at once a profuse (economist. 
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” other passion), roused his patriotic soul against the plunderers and seducers of it. The love 

of the people, and the esteem of the nobility, he rather enjoyed than courted ; and choosing at 
all times his associates for their good, and not high qualifications, he neither deserved nor 
dreaded the resentment of the great, being possessed of an uncommon strength of mind, and 
an heroic firmness in soul and body. His behaviour was such as to leave it a doubt whether 
more engaging or prevailing, more modest or dignified, llie sovereigns of each sex, and of 
each kingdom, raised him, both for his deserts, Elizabeth to the rank of a knight, James to that 
of a baron. This mighty and worthy personage, bom to do every thing that was good, and 
dying to enjoy a better inheritance, was brought to his end by a slow dilatory fever (if one can 
credit it) of almost two years standing, without the least pain or struggle, but not wi^out the 
grief and tears of every body. William, Lord Petre, his inconsolable son, who inherits his 
estate, (I wish I could say his virtues,) erected this monument to the memory of so deserving a 
father.” 


On the lefl-hand side of this insoription, between the four pillars which support that 
end of the principal arch, is the representation of the noble personage whose parental 
duty and affection had raised this elegant memorial of his fiithcr’s virtues. Between 
the four })illars on the right-hand side is that of Catherine, his lady. They are both 
in a devotional posture ; and over the head of the latter is this inscription : 


II ic jilcct D. Katharina Petre, 
Quondam uxor Gulielmi Domini Petre, 
de Writtle, 

Filia secunda genita illustrissimi Domini 
ICdwardi Som«*rset, 

Comitis de Worcester, {ire. 

Anno iEtuti.sVua! xlix. cadestis habitaiionis 
nvidior, 

Qiiain longiuris vita* 

Migravit 

Die XXX Octobris, anno mdcaxh. 
Ca'loTe*dignior 
An muiido lis est. 


TRANSLATION. 

Here Hctb Lady Catberine Petre, 

Once tbe wife of W'illiatn Lord Petre, 
of Writtle, 

Second daughter of tbe most renowned Lord 
Edward Somerset, 

Earl of Worcester, &c. 

Being more desirous of a mansion in tbe 
lieaviMis, 

Than of a longer life. 

She departed on tbe 30th of October, 1624, 
Aged 40, 

It is contended wlietber more worthy of heaven or 
of the world. 


'fhe figures of five little girls (their daughters) arc cut in marble, and those of their 
eight sons, kneelingunder tbe respective efiigiejt of Lord and Lady Petre. 

Upon the north side of the chapel is an elegant tomb of Egyptian marble, of the 


highest polish, qn wdiich is inscribed : 

D. o. M. I 

Certa Mpe iminorUditatis • 

Parte sui inurtaliK hoe tegitur marmore |j 

Maria, '■ 

Vidua Domini Jloberti Petre, Baronis de Writtle, 
Guliebfti, Joliannis, ct Thomae, 

Una trium Buronum mater, j 

Qua: 13 Januarii, Ann. Ddin. 1684-5, annuiw I 


iEtatis agens 82, in terris devixit, ut 
iEternum in cnelo viverit. 

*Quo illam singulars in Deum pietas, 
Suavis in omnes benevolciitia, 

Profusa in egenos liberalitas, 
Inconcussa in adversis patientia, 

Ceu igneuK Elite currua totidem rotia, baud dubie 
evexerunt. 
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TRANSLATION. 


To the Most Mighty and Benedccnt God. 

In certain hope of immortality, 

This monument contains what was mortal of 
. Mary, 

Widow of Lord Robert Petre, 

Raron of Writtlc, the only mother of three barons, 
William, John, and Thomas, 

Who on the ISth of January, in the year of our 
Lird 1684.5, 


And of her age 82, departed 
I'his life on earth 
For an eternal one in the heavens. 
Whither lier unexampled piety towards God, 
Her engaging goodness to maiTkind in general, 
Her unbounded charity to the needy, 

Her unshaken calmness in adversity, have. 
Like the fiery cliariot of Elijah, on so many wheels, 
Undoubtedly carried her. 


On a stone in the churcli-yard is tJie following : 

** Sacred to the memory of the llev, John Clarkson, who, having performed the duties 
the chapSl at Ingatestone Hall during seventeen years, died at that place February the l*3th, 
1 S23, aged 50 years.” ^ 


In this small spot, last home for man design'd, 
John Clarkson rests, the«honest, good, and kind. 
His manly mind no wild ambition fir'd, 

No pride debas'd, no envious thoughts inspir'd. 
His constant aim, to be to all a friend ; 

With pastoral care his little flock to tend ; 

With indigepce to share his> slender store, 

And wants he could not remedy, dejilorc; ’ 

To still eontention where lie saw it rise; 

To check the tongue of slander in disguise ; 


Make friendship reign, cause enmity to cease, 
And |»our in every heart the balm of jieace. 
Such vms the man himself, such Iiis employ, 
Such his life's })Ieusiirc, such in death iu.s joy. 
Calm .and content his path through life he trod, 
Calm and resign'd he breath’d his soul to God. 
Here, reader, pause, and if thou hast a tear 
To shed o'er worth departed, shed it her,?, 

K. I. P. 


On the right-hand side of the road leading to Buttsbury and Stock there is an alms- 
house for ten poor persons, seven of whom arc to be women, and three men, founded 
by Sir William Petre, in 1 557 ; the endowment is forty-eight pounds a year, paid out 
of Crondon Park ; eightet'ii pounds yearly from an estate called Catlyiis, in Butts- 
bury; six pound^, thirteen shillings and fourpence, yearly, out of a farm (ailed Ramsej ^ 
Tirrels ; and eighteen pounds a year out of a copyhold estate belonging to Wadhani 
College, Oxford, and situated in Frierning, in lieu of six cows, two for the priest, and 
four for the poor people, that were to be fed tlx? mianor of Ingatestone. The 
minister is priest to this hosj)ital, and has four pounds per annum, Six pounds in lieu 
of the cows, fifteen shillings for a livery, or gown^ and for wood, yearly, one poujid 
sixteen shillings. Each of the poor has ^ix shillings and ei^htpence per month, 
iwenty-four shillings every year for wJod, and twelve shillings for a gown. Ten other 
common poor that have noMwelling have two shillings and eightpcnce a month out of 
this charity. On Christmas-cve six shilUngs and eightpence is distributed ib twenty 
poor people of the parish ; and on Easter-eve thirteen shillings and fourpence to forty 
poor folk. Five shillings are to lup spent at tlic auditing of the accounts of Ingati^- 
stone, Mountnessing, and Butlsbury ; and there is likewise two pounds scventiHMi 
shillings and fourpence to be deposited in the chest, yearly, towards the repairs of tin? 
hospiial, and* of the Lord Peti*c’s chancel, built for the poor. The whole endowmeni 
amounts to ninety pounds, thirteen shillings and«fourpence, ye&rly. 


CHAP. I. 


Vlmsliouse. 
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BUTTSBURY. 

This place is sometimes called Ginges Joiberd,^ and also Ginge Laundri. In 
Domesday-book it is written Cinga, and in other records Bottesbury, Botulnesburyi 
Butterbury, Rotulnespyrie, and Botulfespyrie ; this last name has been suspected to 
be a corruption of St. Botolph’s-bury. 

The village is three miles north from Billericay, and twenty-five from London. 

The parish is bounded on the north by Margaretting, on the east by Stock, on the 
south by Billericay, and on the west by Mountnessing and Ingatestone. It is at a 
considerable distance from any high-road, except some of the lands belonging to the 
manor called Blunts, which, together with the manor-house, extend along the great 
road leading from Stock to Billericay. 

The population consists of two hundred and seventy-five males, and two hundred 
and forty-nina females; total, fiye hundred and twenty-two. 

A Saxon proprietor of the name of Bond held these lands before the Conquest ; 
and they are entered in the Domesday-book by the name of Cinga, as the property of 
Henry de Ferrers. 

No less than seven manors are enumerated in this parish; but some of them extend 
into and almost comprehend the whole parish of Stock. 

Blunts is a manor that took its name from a family who held it in the reign of 
Henry the Third, f when Robert le Blund being attainted for joining with Simon de 
Montfort, earl of Leicester, and other barons, his possessions here were forfeited ; 
yet they were held by Thomas le Blonte, of the same family, under the Ferrers, as 
lords paramount, in the time of Richard the Second. From the descendants of 
Ferrers, this «manor came, by purchase, to Paul Bayning, Esq., who was sheriff* of 
London, in 1593; his son, Paul, was created a baronet in 1611 ; a baron of the realm 
in 1627, by the title of Lord Bayning, of Horkesley; and soon after Viscount Bayning, 
of Sudbury. He died in 1639^ possessed of a very large real and immense personal 
estate, amounting Ho, one hundred and fifty-three thousand pounds, fifteen shillings, 
seventeen thousand pounds of whi^h wasin readymoney. Paul, his son and heir,bornin 
1616, paid the king eighteen thousand poandsfor^the fine of his wardship, and for the 
official expenses, one hundred and eighty five j^unds. He died in 1638, leaving only 
two daughters, Anne and Penelope ; the first married to Aubrey de Vere, earl of 
Oxford, R) whoip she brought this and other very large estates ; but having no issue, this 
estate came to her aunt, Elizabeth Bayning', her father’s younger sister, who, marry- 
ing Francis Lennard, Lord Dacre, I\ad by him two sons ; Thomas, advanced to the 


* ^oiberd was the name of a family; for, in an ancient deed, without date, it is stated, *' that Emma, the 
daughter of Adam Joiberd, gave Robert de Frid lands in the village of Ginges.*' 
f In the deed which proves this there is the following clause: '‘Contra omnes gentes tarn (Jhristianos quam 
Judeas warrantizabimus wlhch shows that it was before the reign of King Edward the First. 
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title of the earl of Sussex ; and Henry Lennard^ £sq.| to whom she left the fourth chap, l 
part of the Bayning estate^ in which was included Blunts Hall, and that part which " 

lay in Stock. He left three daughters, Margaret, Catherine, and Anne, who, in 
1746, sold Blunts Hall and its appertenances to Lady Comyns, widow of Sir John 
Coni3ms, of Highlands. The Lord Viscount Bayning compounded with the crown for 
disaftbresting of the manor of Blunts in Buttsbury and Stock, containing above two 
hundred acres, at that time rented at 111/, per annum. The mansion-house is on 
the right-hand side of the road leading from Stock to Billericay. 

Frestling, or Thrustling, is the next manor. The house is in the fields, about half Frestling. 
way between Stock and Margaretting. It passed through a succession of proprietors, 
after the disposal of it by the crown, till it came to the Petre fomily. 

impey Hall stands about a mile south-east from Buttsbury church. The manor to inipey 
which it belongs was .part of the endowment of the nunnery of Ikelton, in Cambridge- 
shire, founded by Aubrey de Vere, earl of Oxford^ in 1140. It was given by Henry 
the Eighth to the bishop of Ely, but has since come to the Petre family. 

Crondon hamlet, park, and manor are reckoned to belong to Buttsbury, yet it is in Crondon. 
fact a part of Orset parish, to wliich it is rated, and pays tithes. It appears to have 
belonged to the see of London, but had come to the crown in Henry the Eighth’s 
time, and was sold to Sir William Petre. 

Whites and Ramseys, or Ramsey Tyrell, are two manors, both having, from a Whites & 
remote period, belonged to the ancient family of Tyrell.* The mansion-house is 
about halfrway between Buttsbury and Stock. 

The manor of Buckwins belonged formerly to the abbey of Stratford Langthom ; Buckwins. 
and after the dissolution of monasteries was given to Sir Richard Rich, who sold it to 
Walter Farre, from whom it went through several proprietors to the Taverner family, 
and, in 1739, it was sold by James Taverner, M.B., to Mr. Vernon, of the Hyde, in 
Frierning. 

The church of Buttsbury is small, the length on the outside, ipckiding the steeple. Church, 
being thirty-eight feet, and the width twenty-one. IJl has two small aisles, ten feet in 
height, opening into the nave by tjvo haralsome pointed arches. The chancel is 
twenty-eight feet in length, and twenty^one in >Sidtli, on tl/e outside. There is a square 
tower of stone and flint at Uie west end, on the top of which is a shingled spire. In 
this tower are three bells. This church, dedicated to St. Mary, was qiiciently appro- 
priated to the nunnery of St. Leonard, of fetratford, near Bow, now called St. Leonard 
Bromley, in Middlesex ; but it is not known by '^hom the donation was made. Kingi 
Henry the Third codfimed to the nuns of St. Leonard de Gynges, and the hermit of 
Gynges, all the grants made to them, 8cc. From whence it is evident that this house 

• Thfc name of Tyrell, in this parish, occurs in old deeds as early as the reign of King Henry the Third. 

An account of this honourable family is given in the description of Borehain. 
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had a celh or hermitage^ at Buttsbury. On the suppression, this estate came from 
the crown, with the rectory of Buttsbury, to Sir Ralph Sadler, in 1538, who, in 
1540, conveyed it to Sir William Petre, Knt. It is a donative curacy, served by 
such persons ^ the impropriator shall, with the licence of the bishop, choose to 
appoint. 


STOCK. 

This parish is pleasantly situated upon an eminence, on the high road from 
Chelmsford to Billericay, Horndon on the Hill, and Tilbury. It is five miles from 
Chelmsford, three from Billericay, twenty-seven from Colchester, and twenty-five 
from London. 

From the circumstance of this parish not being mentioned in Domesday-book, and 
from its smallness, it is believed to have been originally no more than a hamlet to 
Buttsbury, by which it is entirely surrounded, except to the east, where it joins the 
parishes of South and West Haimingfield. This opinion is confirmed by the circum- 
stance of these lands having been held of three adjoining manors in Buttsbury. The 
name is from the Saxon, Stocce, a stock, or block of wood, indicating a place wherein 
abundant remains of the ancient forest were found when the first Saxon settlements 
were formed in this part of the country. 

The soil in some parts of the parish is lighter than the surrounding lands, the sub- 
soil consisting of a white sand intermixed with gravel, except towards the common, 
which almost joins Gallywood on the north and Ramsden on the soutli-we^ in these 
parts the soil is a stiff loam, called by the inhabitants brick and pot-earth, l)ecause, at 
Buttsbury, tliese articles have been manufactured from this material, and the bricks 
made from it arc of a very superior kind. 

The annual produce of wheat per acre is twenty-four bushels, of barley thirty-four, 
and of oats thirty-four. 

The populationtcqnsists of three hundred and ten males, and three hundred females; 
total, six hundred and ten. 

The greater part of the lands of Stock were vested in the noble family of Ferrers, of 
Groby, as belonging to thcir« lordship oi Blunt^in Buttsbury, from whom they passed 
to James, Lord Berkeley, by whose heirs they were sold to Paul Bayning, Esq., in 
the time^of Queen Elizabeth. This estate afterwards descended to the same proprie- 
tors as the manor of Blunts. 

i The Lord Viscount Bayning compounded with the crown for disaftbresting Bushy 
Lees, seventy acres, Stock Mead, and 'other lands in, this parish^parcel of the manor 
of Blunts. 

The churlih is dedicated to All Saints, and is rather large for so small a parish ; it 
has two aisles, a nave,uand a chancel. This building is of brick, and very ancient. 
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There is a traditionary account of the destruction of the original steeple by fire ; 
the present one is entirely of wood, consisting of thick planks, fixed into deep 
grooves between the studs, and has three bells and a clock. There is an altar tomb 
inserted in the wall of the south aisle, near the chancel ; it is covei^d with a grey 
marble stone, in which, under an escutcheon, on a brass plate, there is the figure of 
a man in armour, in a devotional posture, with his hands joined: at his feet a brass 
plate bears the following inscription : — 

" The corpcB of Richard Twcdye, Esquer, lyeth buried here in tombe, 

Bewrapte in claye, and soe reserved until the joycful dome, 

Whoe in his lyffe hath served well against the Inglishe foes, 

In foren lands and eke at home, his countrye well it knowes ; 

The* prince he served in courte full longe, a pensioner fit in personage. 

In his countrey a Justice eke a man full grave and sage. 

Foure almes-howscs here hath he builtc, for foure poore knights to dwell, 

And thenf indewed with stypendcs lardge enoughe t6 kepe them well. 

In fiftye eyghte years his course he ran, and ended the 28 of Januarye, 1574.** 

Richard Twedy lived at Boreham. Beatrix,.his mother, was daughter and heiress 
of Richard Winnington, Esq. His great grandfather, George Twedy, came from 
Scotland.* 

The living is a rectory, valued in the king’s books at 10/. 

A ^ouse, and two crofts of land, in Downham, were left by a person of the name 
of James ; the rent to be divided between the poor of Stock and Buttsbury. 

Of the rectors of this parish, one of the most eminent was Charles Hoole, M. A., 
a kinsma%of Bishop Sanderson ; at first, mastei; of Rotherham, and other schools, 
and editor of several useful school-books ; he was rector of this parish from 1660 to 
1667, and is buried in the chancel. His successor was the worthy and learneii 
T. Cox, the compiler of Magna Britannia, in Essex. • 

The family of George Bate, M. D., the author of Elenchus Motuum, &c., resided 
in Stock. 


MARGARETTING. ^ 

This parish is bounded on the aorth bj ^idford, by Buttsljury southward, and 
westward by Fryerning. The great toad from London to Chelmsford, Colchester, 
and Harwich passes through the village, which is four miles from Chelmsford, and 
twenty-six from London. The name of^this parish is derived from that of the^aint 
to whom the church is dedicated, with the Saxon particle tug, applied to the meadow^ 
lands it contains, which are of a vqry superior description. In ancient writings it is 
called Ging-Margaret, Yng-Matgaret, and Ging-Magna. The soil is much lighter 
than in the adjoining parish of Buttsbury, yet it requires draining. 

* The arms. Quarterly, 1, a saltier, engrailed, with a chief; 2, a cross patt4e, ermine, between three 
roses ; 3, anorle between eight martlets ; 4, three bears, muziled. Crest, a raven. 
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The population consists of two hundred and thirty-seven males^ and two hundred 
and forty-two females ; total, four hundred and seventy-nine. 

In the time of tlie Saxons, the lands of this parish were held by Siward, Edwin 
Grut, Selva, and Anschill. At the general survey they were in the possession of 
Robert Gernon, Mathew Mauritaniensis, and two under-tenants, William and Ilger. 

The manor of Margarctting, was held, under the name of Ginge, in the year 1166, 
the twelfth year of King Henry the Second, by John de Sandford| It afterwards 
came, by marriage, into the family of the De Veres,* from which, by intermarriage, 
it was conveyed to that of the earl of Surrey. It was in the possession of Edmund, 
earl of Arundel, in tlie reign of Edward the Second ; but he being beheaded through 
the intrigues of Roger Lord Mortimer, it was again granted to the Surrey family. 
In 1461, John Scott, Esq. held this manor. In 159S, it came to the Peti*e family. 

Coptfold Hall, or Cold Hall,cis a manor, the mansion house of which stood on the 
western side of the London road, dn an eminence commanding an extensive prospect 
over Gallywood Common, Stock, &c.,,aB well as toward Danbury : an elegant modem 
building has been erected here, which is the seat of Richard Vachel Esq. 

This manor was possessed by Half de Gings, in 1^50 and 1264, and was after- 
wards held by James Lamborue, of De Vere earl of Oxford; in 1360 Thomas de 
Lamborne held it of the Countess of Oxford; William Cheyne, Esq., possessed it in 
1371 ; it was next in the Cloville family, from whence it came, by marriage, to that 
of Tanfield; from them it came to Henry Bishop, Esq.; afterwards it passed to 
Richard Benyon, Esq., and to Richard Holden, Esq., who made gre^jPadditions 
and improvements to the house ; and from this gentleman it came to the Vachel 
^ ^ily. 

Shenfield manor house lay in a low situation, had many 1/irge buildings about it, 
and was surrounded by a moat, with a draw-bridge, at the extremities of which were 
two watch-towers of brick: it had. likewise a chapel adjoining the house. Most, if 
not all of these bUiLdings are pulled down, and a genteel residence has been erected 
near the place. Numerous gentlemens houses are in tliis vicinity. This manor of 
Shenfield belonged anciently to the Gcdge or Qage family, who having possessed it 
for many generations, conveyed it, by marriage, to that of the Harrys (Harris)f of 
Prittlewell ; and it was sold by a descendant of this family to Robert Wood,^ M. D., 
F. R. S.^ LL. D., a celebrated mathematician, and one of the commissioners of 
the revenue in Ireland, and accountant-general to those commissioners. He died 
• - 

* In Pleas, at Chelmsford, 13 £dward I. it is^ said, that Rebert de Vere, earl of Oxford, and Maud, his 
wife, held the manor of Ginge Regina*, of the heirs of Gilbert do Sadnford, whose hoir the said Maud was, by 
serjaancy ** custodiendi camcram Dominae Reginsc die coronationis suse :'* •*. e, of being the queen's ,cham- 
berlain. « * 

f Au account of this family will be given given under Crickscy. 

X See an account of him ill Wood, Ath. Oxonicn. vol. ii. col. 780. 
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at Dublin, April 9, 1685, leaving three daughters, who, in 1714, sold this estate to chap. i. 
William Alexander, of London, who was succeeded in tlie possession of it by his son, 

Edward Alexander, Esq., of Doctors-commons. 

The church, dedicated to St. Margaret, is a very ancient building, haiiving a south Chur< ii. 
aisle, nave, and chancel, with a wooden belfrey containing four bells, and a shingled 
spire. Under the north window, in the chancel, there is an old tomb, belonging 
to the Barfield family, near which Mr. John Tanfield is buried, and on the north 
side of the east window the following inscription appears. It is, however, almost 
illegible. 

“ Here lies interred the body of John Tanfield, late of Copfold Hall, Esq., son and heir of 
William Tanfield, late of Northampton, Esq., and Elizabeth, his wife, siaier and heir of 
James Clovile, Esq., by Catherine his wife, daughter of George Comey, late of Colchester.. 

Esq., with whom he lived almost fifty years. He had nineteen children, whe/eof seven sur- 
vived him, three sons and four daughters ; Clovile, his elJest son, married to Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of Sir Edward Engtham, of Goodneston, 4n Kent, Knt. ; WiUiam and Thomas, 
unmarried ; Dorothy, married to Thomas Denns, of Denns, alias Dennhill, in Kent, Esq. ; 
Wilgiford, married to William Hurst ; Elizabeth, to George Ludlowe ; and Mary, to Henry 
Palmer, of London, Gent. He lived virtuously, and died religiously, when he had sensed his 
prince long as a justice of the peace. He was born Jan. 25, 1547, and died Oit. 5, 1625.” 


The gentleman this inscription commemorates, left an annuity of twenty shillings to 
purchase amount, to distribute to the poor of Margaretting and West 

Hanningfic^. * 

On a tomb-stone on the ground, (also in the chancel) is the following : . 


Under this marble lie^, in hopes of a joyful resurrection, the body of Elizabeth Borritt, 
who was the wife of Henry Borritt, of Stradbrooke, in the county of Suffolk, Gent., with the 
body of Martha, one of their daughters, and late wife Edmupd Tanfield, of Copfold Hall, in 
this parish, Gent. She died June 28, 1669, aged 35 ; her mother d^i6d» the 9th of July, 
aged 58. 


When time hath marr'd this marble, and defac’d 
The kind memorial which on it was plac'd, 
’Twill lose the virtue of the first intent, 

No longer ours, but its own monuiftent : 


I'ol then, when scarce one letter’s left behind, 
’T^’iH serve, as ^ow, posterity to mind 
Of their mortality ; for sure flesh must, 

If solid marble, crumble into dust.” 


Among several memorials of the Whitecoombe family is the following ; 

Sacred to the memory of Peter Whitecoombe, Itfte of Ingatestone, Esq., and Julian, his 
wife; married forty*two years. Shh died Jan. 12, 1666, aged 70. He died Nov. 12, 1666, 
aged 77. 

She 01^ this cla)%n pillow layd her head, I He miss’d her soonc ; and yet un monthu lie trys 

As brides do use the first to go to bed. !l To live apart, and lykes^it not, and dyes.” 
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BOOK II. On a plain stone on the ground the following inscription to the memory of the 
Rev. W. Harman, expresses the grateful sentiments of all to whom he was known. 

'* Here lies the body of the Rev. Mr. William Hannan, who was vicar of this parish near 
sixty years. He was a sound divine, orthodox in his principles, of a quiet and peaceable 
disposition, well beloved and esteemed, not only by his parishioners, but by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing him. In short, he was jin ornament to the sacred functions he had the 
honour to bear. He departed this life Dec. 22, 1731, aged 84.” 

The tithes of this parish were, in former times, appropriated to the priory of 
St. Lawrence in Blackmore, and a vicarage ordained, of which that convent were 
patrons. In 1525 Cardinal Wolsey obtained these, with the rest of that priory’s 
possessions, and settled them on his colleges at Oxford and Ipswich. Upon the 
Cardinafs fall, reverting to the crown, they were appropriated to the abbey of 
Waltham Holy Cross, in 1533; f^id, after the general dissolution of religious houses, 
in 1540, the rectory of this church was granted to a widow lady of the name of Hill; 
since wliich time this living has remained impropriate. Value in the king’s books, 
48/. Ojt. 3rf. 

FRYERNING, OR FRIERNIKG. 

I- rirminj. Tlic village and part of the parish are on an eminence, in an exceedingly pleasant 
part of the county, particularly distinguished by the superior excellence of its 
pasture grounds and meadows. The village is situated on the western side of the 
road from London to Chelmsford, Colchester, and Harwich, from whichigplaces it is 
distant much about the same as Ingatestone ; and the lands of these two parishes 
ai*e intcrmi;ced in a very intricate and confused manner. The meaning of the 
name is, The Frier’s ing, or meadow,” It is in records named Ihga, Ginges, and 
Gingc-Hospital. 

rJpniation. The population consists of ^tj^rce hundred and five males, and three hundred and 
seven females ; tpfal, six hundred and tw^elve. 

These lands, in the time of the Saxons, belonged to tJiree proprietors of the names 
of Selva, Topius, and Borda, and, at tlve general survey, to Robert de Gernon. His 
son and heir, W^ilham, surnamed Dc ivfontfiqjiet (because that seat, in the parish of 
Stanstead, became the head of his barony) succeeded ; apd his son, Gilbert de Mont- 
fichet, in the reign of King Henry the Second, granted half of this manor, with all 
its appcrtenanccs, to God and St. Mary, ’and St. John Baptist, and the poor of the 
;holy house of the hospital of Jerusalem, and the brethren in the same house serving 
God, in free and pure alms, except the outer wpod, called* Westfrid, which he 
reserved to himself and his heirs. He also gave them the church there, with lands. 
His son Riehard seems to have given them the other ^rt of the mano)^ ; for in King 
John’s confirmation-qharter it is thus expressed: " the vill of Ginnges, with the 



HUNDRED OF CHELMSFORD. 


159 


churchy and all its apperten^inces.” It continued in the possession of the brethren 
till it came to Henry the Eighth^ at the suppression of religious houses ; after which 
it was granted, by one of the king’s auditors, to William Berners, Esq., grandson 
of John Berners, Esq. of Writtle; William, Thomas, and Leonard,* w,ere his sons. 
It afterwards came to one of the Whitcomb family, and was subsequently purchased 
by Dorothy Wadham, who made it part of the endowment of Wadham College, 
Oxford, including also the advowson of the church. This Dorothy was the second 
daughter of Sir William Petre, by his first wife, Gertrude, daughter of Sir John 
Tyrell, of Warley. She was the wife of Nicholas Wadham, Esq., of Merry- 
field, in Somersetshire, who left, at his decease, three thousand eight hundred 
pounds a-year estate, and four thousand pounds in money, and slie completed 
the foundation of Wadham College, Oxford, which her husband had begun. 

The church has a nave and chancel, with a stror^ tower of bricky containing 
four bells.f 

The rectory of Fryerning is valued in the king’s books at 9/. 

Robert D’Oiley, rector of this parish, left an annual charitable donation of thirty 
shillings, to purchase bread, to be distributed among the poor, at Christmas and 
Easter. The same munificent gentleman bequeathed one thousand pounds to the 
society in London instituted for the purpose of affording relief to the widows and 
families of poor clergymen. 

RLACKMORK. 

This parisii is bounded on the cast by Fryerning and Writtle, by Norton Mande- 
villc and High Ongar on the north, by High Ongar and Stondon on the west, and 
on the south by Doddinghurst, Mountnessing, and Shenfield ; it is about three miles 
in length, and one in breadth. The name is derived from the dark colour of the 
soil, the lands lying low and swampy. The average jpinual produce is calculated to 
be twenty-four bushels per acre of wheat, thirty-four of barley, » and thirty-four 
of beans. 

The population is stated to be three hundi^jd and thirty-nine males, three hundred 
iind eighteen females ; total six luindred^and fiftiy-seven. 

The village is nearly in tjie centre of the parish; and several springs, strongly 
tinctured with sulphate of iron, pass through and beside it. These rivulets| accu- 
mulating as they proceed, form the source df the river Can. It is twenty-three miles 

♦ This Leonard lies burictl in FritTiiing Clinch, on tlic soutit side ol’ tin? communion table, wln.-rc the fol- 
lowing nscription appears a brass plate* — “ Here under lji*tho buryed thebodye of Leonard Berners, late 

o third sone andheyre of Wyllin Bcriicra, the cider, esquicr, who dcces bruai^, in the ycre 

of our Lord God 1363, whose soul we t : d ” 

f By I/iquis. 29^Clizabeth, it appearslhat land was held here called the Chappell- yard,* but there does 
not sceni to be any other evidence of there having been a chapel.^ 
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BOOK II. distant fi’om London, and three north-west from Ingatestone. Henry the Eighth 
granted a fair, which is held on the 21st of August, chiefly for cattle. 

Not being mentioned in Domesday-book, no account of this lordship is found till 
the time of King Stephen and Henry the Second, when it appears to have been in 
the possession of a family surnamed De Sandford or Samford. 

The manor-house stands near the church-yard, the demesne of which comprises 
the greater part of the parish. This mansion was given, by Adam and Jordan de 
Sandford, to the priory which they founded here, according to Bishop Tanner, before 
or in the beginning of King John’s reign, but Richard St. George, Esq., affirms* 
that it was founded by Sir John de Saundfort, about the time of Henry the Second; 
it was for canons regular of the order of St. Augustine, and dedicated to St. Lau- 
Prion. rence; whence it was usually called the monastery or priory of St. Laurence 
de Blackmore. It was dip, solved in the year 1527, the seventeenth year of 
Henry the Eighth, and granted » to Cardinal Wolsey, for part of the endowment of 
his college at Oxford, at which time, its revenues amounted to 85/. 9^. 7rf. Upon 
the cardinal’s attainder, it came again to the crown in 1529, and, in 1531, was 
gj’anted to the abbey of Waltham Holy Cross, in exchange for the manor of Stansted- 
abbots, and other lands. On the general dissolution of monasteries. King Henry the 
Eighth, in 1540, granted this estate to John Smyth, Esq.; and Thomas Smyth, Esq., 
his descendant, and last heir male of that family, sold it to Sir Jacob Acworth, who 
repaired and much improved this ancient building by many important additions; 
and his daughter and heiress. Lady Avis, conveyed it by marriage to Sir George 
Wheatc. It was afterwards purchased by Richard Preston, Esq. It is said to have 
been one of tlie houses of pleasure resorted to by Henry the Eighth, in this county, 
w^hen lie wished to indulge himself in the embraces of his courtesans, and was at that 
irriiiid time called Jericho; hence it became a cant phrase among the courtiers, on the 
occasional disappearance of tho king, that his majesty was gone to Jericho. His 
natural son, Hcilry^Fitzroy,t duke of Richmond and Somerset, was born here, and 
became the friend of the gallant, and accomplished earl of Surrey, whose poetry makes 
such a distinguished figure in the literature of the sixteenth century. The stream 
of tlie Can, which partly* surrounds Jericho, has yet retained the name of the 
J ordan. 

The* manor-house is not far from Jcriclio; it has been variously named. Cop- 
sheaves or Copshefls, and Smyth’s Hall. It came from the Smyth family J to Captain 
('harles Alexander, who left it to l\is nephew, Robert Alexander Cricket, Esq.; this 
gentleman new fronted the old mansfon, in a windgw of which there was som^ fine 

• In his CoUoction, t’dl. I H. 

I liis mother was Kli/aheth 'Falbois, daughter of Sir John Blount, and widow of Sir GilLcrt Talhois. 

X An account of the Sniy^,h family will be jriven in the description of Cressing. 
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stained glass, of great antiquity, representing ancient military figures. These he chap, i 
carefully preserved, and formed into a beautiful window for the staircase. 

The manor house of Fingreth* stood a mile north of the town; this manqr was Pingreth. 
holden of the king in capite by the grand sergeanty of being chaniberlain to the 
queen of England, f and of keeping guard at the door of her chamber on the day of her 
coronation, having, for his fee, the furniture, beds, basins, &c. Gilbert de Sandford 
held the manor by this tenure, as chamberlain to Eleanor, the queen of Henry the 
Third. His only daughter and heiress, Alice, was married to Robert, son and 
heir of Hugh de Vere, earl of Oxford, who died in the twenty-fourth year of 
Edward the First, his coimtess holding by the same tenure this and also the barony 
of Samford. Afterwards the estate was conveyed to Sir Walter Mildmay, chancellor of 
the exchequer, and from that family it came by marriage to Robert Cory, D. D., who, 
at the coronation of Queen Ann, claimed, with Mary, /his wife, the office of chamber- 
lain ; and it was afterwards claimed by the lord of this manor, at the coronation of 
Queen Caroline, in 1727, but disallowed, becaui^e not made out. C. G. Parker, Esq., 
is the present proprietor of this lordship. 

The small manor of Witherspains, or Witherspawns, is a hamlet to Blackmore, vvithers- 

^ ^ yftin8p 

and belongs to this hundred, though it lies in Fligh Ongar. 

The church and chancel are very ancient, and supposed to have formdd part of the Cimrcii. 
old priory church. There are two aisles, the roof of which is supported by two rows of 
columns. The body or nave is ceiled with oak wainscot, on which are the arms of 
Richard the Second, Henry the Fourth, and those of several noble and ancient 
families, probably such as were benefactors to the monastery ; it has a small vestry, 
iind in the steeple there are five bells. The church is dedicated to 9t. Lawrence^ , 
and in the window over the door there is a representation of the martyrdom of this^ 
saint, in stained glass. The church-yard is on the north side, and very small. In 
the church, near the communion table, there is a^rey marble grave-stone, on the Inscrij) 
margin of which is the following inscription in Gothic characters* * 

To the memory of the just Prior, Thomas de Veer.'’ 

And on the north side of the rails that surround the communioi^ table, another grey 
marble bears the following : — 

“ Here lyeth the body of Simon Lynch, rector of Kunwell, who, for fearing God, and the 
king, was sequestered, prosecuted and persecuted, to die day of his death, by trog and Mugog ; 
and left issue Elizabeth, Sarah, Simon, and Ithuel, unto whom the I^ord be merciful. Ho 
die^the 19th of June, 1660, aged 60 yem/* 

• February 8, 1315, Robert de Ver^earl of Oxford, gave licence to the prior and convent hero, to appro- 
priate to their monastery all the lanw and tenements which Henry de Fyngrye held of liim in the vill of 
FyngriiC!(i. 

t JLiher Ruber, fol. 232. 
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The burial place of the ancient family of the Smyths, of this parish, is at the end 
of the chancel ; and there is a decayed tomb to the memory of Thomas Smyth, Esq., 
who died in 1594, and also of Margaret, his wife. Their full-length effigies are fixed 
on the monument. There are also several inscriptions to the memory of individuals 
of this family. 

The rectory of Blackmore is an impropriation, valued in the king’s books at 
6/. but, in 1720, Thomas Smyth Esq., augmented it by tithes of the value 

of four hundred pounds, on receiving two hundred pounds of the governors of Queen 
Ann’s bounty. 

The following charities belong to this parish: — Mr. John Simondsleft an annuity of 
forty shillings, to be given to the poor ; and Mrs. Margaret Powlc, the widow of Sir 
Stephen I’owle, Knt., left the same sum, to be given yearly, on All Saints’ day, to eight 
of the poorest women of the ^»arish. Lands holden of Fingrgth Hall are charged 
with an annuity of three^pounds fiVe shillings ; the combined charities of Mr. (ieorge 
Challice, Mr. John Trotter, of Doddinghurst, and Dr. Tabor. Mr. George Challice, 
by his will, 1580, left a freehold tenement, garden, and orchard; tlie rents to be 
distributed quarterly to the poor. In 1601, Mr. Henry Waller left an annuity of forty 
shillings, to be given to tlie poor. Mr. William Peacock left an annuity of one pound, 
to be given tb the poor. A messuage and tenements, with the appertenances, and ten 
acres of land, were left by will, for the best use of the poor, by Mr. Thomais Almond* 
in 1728; and half an acre of land was given by a person unknown, to supply bell- 
ropes, for which it has always been appropriated ; it has usually let for nine shillings 
a year. 


WIDFOKD, OR WIDEFORI). 

This small parish joins that of Chelmsford on the south-west, and it may reason- 
ably bo presumed to have tal:cn-it& name from a ford anciently forming a passjige over 
the river in its vicinity. It has only one manor, and contains about eight hundred 
acres of land. It is twenty-s^eivmiles distant from LoncKm and two from Chelmsford, 
the road passing through the village. 

The soil is, in general, ‘a light turnip laiil, of the same description as that of 
Chelmsford; in the lower parts, rich-meadow gi’ound; and around the village, which 
is near •the centre, the land is in a high state of cultivation, and very productive. 
Mr. Vancouver gives an account of some experiments on the culture of mustard-seed 
‘in this parish, which, even in a facing crop, were in a considerable degree advan- 
tiigeous. “ On the 23d of May, 1800, twelve acres were sown with white mustard-#ed, 
the* quantity of seed one quart, instead of half a peck ^r acre, which is usually sown. 
It failed in the plant, owing to the land not being so well cultivated as it ou^ht to 
have been, nor sufficiently manured, nor the weeds properly and fully destroyed. 



HUNDRED OF CHELMSFORD. 


163 


In August it was reaped and harvested, but in consequence of the several defects chap. j. 
stated, tlie produce was only one quarter and a half per acre ; yet even this crop, 
at twelve shillings and sixpence per bushel, amounted to ninety pounds, that is, seven 
pounds ten shillings an acre. On the 25th of May, 1801, ten acres* of land were 
sown, the ground being well prepared: when reaped, in September, the produce 
was forty quarters, which was sold for more than two hundred pounds, that is, twenty 
])Ounds per acre.^ • These crops immediately followed wheat ; and if the land had not 
been prepared for mustard it would have lain fallow, and have been sown next year 
with oats or barley, so that nothing but a crop of turnips could have been produced 
between, in the usual way; the mustard left the land in a good condition for a 
crop of wheat.” 'This intelligent farmer observes, that the usual average crop is from 
three to four quarters per acre; a light and loamy soil suits best; and it is so far 
from exhausting, or iujuring the soil, that it is cnrichid and pulverized 1)y the leaves 
and flowers which fall u{)on it. It is best to sow mustard as* soon after a shower as 
may be. It is cut, harvested, gathered, and thrashed in the field in the same manner 
as rape or coleseed. 

The population of Widford parish is fifty-nine males, fifty-nine fc»inalcs; total, one Populntioi.. 
hundred and eighteen. 

In the oldest records this parish is named Wideford, and the first proprietor named 
is ^^’illiam de Cloville, who held it in the twenty-ninth year of Henry the Third.'* 

In the year 1329 it was the property of Edmund of Woodstock, earl of Kent, and ^imundcjt 
sixth son of King Edward the First, who was bejicadcd, in 1329, for contriving the 
(hdiverance of tlu* captive King Edward the Second. It was next given to Roger 
Mortimer, earl of March, and Fidmund Bacon held it under him; and, in 1333, > 

Robert de Ulford, carl of Suflblk, lield this manor of the carl of March, as of his • 
manor of Swainscamp, It was all or part of it in possession of individuals of 
the Bacon family, under the earls of March, till^^c' eleventh year of Henry the 
Sixth; some time after which it returned io the Cloville faftiily; from whom, 
in 1589, it came to Charles ^Ithani, serjeant at law,' who, in 130 1, built the chapel 
on the north side of the churcli.f • Thonuu^ Althani, Gent., died in 1()07. Sir 
«Jam(\s Altliam, Knt., died in 1313, hofding this manor, and the advow^son of the 
church, of Sir Ralph Weldoft, Knt., as of his manor of Sw^ainscamp. It afterwards 
was conveyed, by marriage, to Charles T^yon,J of Haringworth, in Northampton- 
shire ; whose son sold this estate to 'riumias Inwin, Esq., of Southw’ark; . 
who, dying in 1743, left it to his, widow, on •whose death it came to his only 

» t ^ 

* See the account of West ITanningficlcl. ^ 

f In the west window of this chapel, in old English character, is, or was, the following: ** Qiroliis Althain 
servit?ns, legem pns. Mancrii de Widford ac Patroiiu.s istius Kcclesia* hanc capcllain aedificavit, Ano Dni 
160 f, cyjftis . . . . ” 'I'lic rest wanting. 

X Sy S.nmuel Tryon, of^ayer- Manny, was a younger branch this family. 



164 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK 11 . daughter, Sarah, countess dowager of Suffolk, widow and relict of Henry, earl of 
Suffolk, who died in 1745. This lady, in 1752, was married to Lucius Carey, lord 
viscount Falkland. 

A little beyond Widford Bridge, on the right-hand side of the road going toward 
Ingatestone, is a handsome modern building, surrounded by a good park, well 
watered. It is called Highlands, from the loftiness of its situation, commanding 
Baron a widc extent of distant prospects. It was erected by Chief Justic/:; Comyns, Knt, 

Toniyns. chief baron of the exchequer, who, at his decease, left it to his lady, and after her 

death to his nephew, John Comyns, Esq., wliosc son, John Richard Comyns, succeeded; 
its present possessor is P. C. Labouchere, Esq., who has much improved both the 
house and grounds. The chief baron’s father was William Coihyns, (descended 
from the Comyns of Dagenham, in this county,) educated at Queen’s College, 
Cambridge, and afterwards a n^ember of Lincoln’s Inn. He died in 1685. His wife 
was Elizabeth, daughtc^^ and co-tieiress of Matthew Rudd, of Little Baddow; they 
had, besides Robert and Thomas, whcT died infants, William, who died a bachelor; 
John and Richard; juid two daughters, Elizabeth, wife of George Davenport, of 
London, Gent., and Mary, wife of Edward Tabor, of London, laceman. John 
Comyns, Esq., afterwards lord chief baron of the exchequer, was of the same 
college and society as his father, created serjeant at law in 1705, burgess of Maldon 
in the fourth year of King William, appointed one of the barons of the excheq\ier 
in 1726, and knighted, one of the justices of common pleas in 1735; and chief 
baron of the exchequer in 1738. , He died, in 1740, without issue, though he was 
thrice married: his first wife was Anne, one of the daughters and co-heirs of' 
Nathaniel (lurdon, D. D., rector of Chelmsford, w^ho died in 1705; the second, 
was Elizabeth (\)urthop; the third was Anne Wilbraham. His brother, Richard 
Comyns, Esq., of Rolstoiis, was of the Inner Temple, and created serjeant at Law in 
1724; he had th;’ce wives': "fudith, daughter of Dr. N. Gurdon, abovementioned ; 
she died in 1700' with John, her .son. His second wife, Frances, daughter of 
Thomas Houghton, D. 1)., viefar of Writtlc, rector of Higham Gobion, in Bedford- 
shire, and prebendary of St. Paul’s qnd Chichester. His third wife was Elizabeth 
Chiffings, of Kent. By his second wife, he had John, his eldest son and heir; 
Houghton, Richard, and three daughters: Frances; Elizabeth, married to the Rev. 
John Birch; 'and Mary. Serjeant Comyqs died in 1740. His eldest son, John, was 
of Queen’s College, Cambridge, and of the Inner Temple, and a barrister at law; 

he died in 1760, having been thlice married; his first wife was Wright; 

his second, Elizabeth Hallet; and the third, Mary, sister ‘to Sir John Tyrell. 
He left, by his second wife, a son, named Richard John.* 

* Comyns* arms. Azutl^ a chevron, ermines, between tlirec garbs, or.— Crest. On a close hclmctj a garb, 
or wheatshcaf, grasped by two hands. 
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The church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, stands on the western side of the char i. 
London road; it is a small and ancient building, consisting of a nave and chancel. cliurcIiT” 
On the north side there is a chapel, leaded, belonging to the lords of the manor. 

There are two bells in a wooden turret at the west end. The wall between the nave 
and the chancel is of unusual thickness.* 

Widford rectory is valued in the king’s books at 8/. 

WRITTLE. 

This parish is bounded on the east by that of Chelmsford, and is computed to be WritUf. 
fifty-two miles in circumference ; it is the largest in the county, and one of the finest. 

The soil is not materially different from Moulsham and Chelmsford; it produces 
excellent crops of wheat, and hops have been cultivated here. 

The population ponsists of one thousand and si?Ity-four males, oi)e tliousand and Popuiutiun. 
thirty-six females ; total, two thousand one hundbed. 

The village is two miles north-west from Chelmsford, and twenty-eight miles from 
London. They have a charter for a fair to be held annually on the Monday in Pair. 
Whitsun-week, and on the 10th of October; but what is very extraordinary, even 
this advantage is not embraced, though no town in England could better accom- 
modate cattle of every kind.f The fair on Whit-Monday is indeed so far kept up as 
to afford a shattered booth or two, stored with gingerbread or children’s toys ; but 
that of the 10th of October has been long discontinued. Writtle is subject to no 
visitation, and formerly was of itself a place of jurisdiction, till at length the 
inhabitants assuming upon this prerogative, and refusing obedience to the summons 
of the sheriff at the assists and quarter-sessions, to attend upon juries, an inquiry 
was made into their right of separate jurisdiction, which, appearing to have 
scarcely any other foundation than that of custom, it was thought proper to lay fliis 
distinction aside; ever since which they have servqd, those offices, in common with 
other parishes. , ‘ ^ 

This village has beerf conjectured to occupy the site of the Roman station Casarema- 
named Caesaromagus in the Itinerary of^Antoninus. Writtle has been considered, 

* In this church there arc, or were, the"lS(lowing arms : — In the soiiili window of the clianccl* an escut- 
cheon of two parts ; 1, Clovill } 2 and 3, ermines, a chief, azure, three lions rampant, or. Another, quarterly, 
first and fourth, sable, a bend engrailed, argent, ^etween ten billets, five and live ; s«(L-ond ani third, gules, 
three globes on pedestals. In the chapel, on the north side : — Three escutcheons ; 1. Azure, a chevron, argent, 
with a crescent, sable, between three escallops, argent, impaling, 1, gules, three storks, walking, or; 2, 1 uiaI 2, 
a chevron, argent, between three fishes liai^iatit, or. 2. ^^chevroii as above, impaling, gules, a fesse wavy, 
argent, between three bulls’ beads chuped, argent 3. Argent, three chcvronels, with a border engrailed, 
sable, in chief, gules, a bull’s head couped, argent; surmounted by an annulet, sable, impaling, gules, a 
fesse, ;>rgcnt, with an annulet, .sable, three bulls’ heads couped, argent, a chief, argent * 

■Inhere is a remarkable custom here, called Leppe and Lasse, which requires that every eart jjassing over . 
a called Greenbury (except it be the cart of a nobicm.»n) shall pay four^ilnce to the lord of the manor. 
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II. botli l)y Gale and Gibson, as a Roman town, although neither of them can 
produce any proofs of it from remains, coins, or other antiquities found there. 
Gibson supposes it to be the Canonium of Antoninus. The principal claim that 
VV rittle lias to , be considered as the site of Ciesaroniagus, is its distance from 
(4)lclicster. In other respects Chelmsford, which was regarded by the older 
anlKiiiaries as the representative of Caesaromagus, would have the preference, as it 
stands upon the road, is still a place of consequence, and its distance from London is 
agr(*eable to the numerals given in Antoninus.* Gibson thought that Dunmow was 
(’aisaromagus, and contends that there ^vas no road through Chelmsford till soiiu* 
time after the conquest, and even then it was not much freipicnted, by reason it was 
exci*eding woody," &c. But the same argument might be allegial against the Watling 
Street, at the same period : for Leofstan, the abbot of St. Albans, is recorded to 
have restored jyid repaired that' street a little before the Norman coiKjuest “ by 
causing the great woods upon it to b# cut down." U(‘ynold.s has ])laced Ciesaromngus 
Wniinni. at Widford, in the immediate neighbourhood of ('luilmsford. “ In this uncertainty, 
and want of positive evidence," he observers, I had acceded to tlie claims of Writtle, 
as the most probable, though by no means satisfactory, when a communication from 
iny right reverend friend and patron lannovcd the difficulty, and enabled me to speak 
with more confidence as to the real site of their town. lie had found reason to 
lielieve, that a village called Widford, about a mile south of Chelmsford, is the 
remains of this old town. A considerable quantity of Roman bric.ks and til(‘s has 
been found here, with other marks of a station. Here then we may fix Cmsaromagiis 
on a pretty sure foundation." |- Gale ' thought that Cicsaromagus might be Witham, 
and supports hi,s opinion on some ancient remains found tli^v, and on the name of the 
river, the Bar, which he supposes to be preserved in the name Baromhf^us, given to 
(’<^saromagus in the Peutingerian Tables.;}; 

Tlic ruins of an ancient palaei? ji^y yet be traced on the left-hand sidti of the road 

i 

* Ht-ynold’s Iter. Brituii. j». 250. Talbot, the first w’e know of who wrote ** discourse on the Iter. Britan, cf 
Anton. linns, placed ra'sannnafjus at Clielinsfofd. “ The distanee,” he oliserves, “ very filly a«(rccs; for it is from 
London hy modern coiii}Jutarinn xxv miles, which iiidtVd will n^^ke xxviii Italiek mile (as you have in the 
Itinerary); neither doth the* name verj imieh allude! And 1% the i\ jourru'y C;rsaroma{rus is planed in tin; 
way which leads from Colcliester to Londiniiiin. But you will say, who at this day being to take his journey 
from London to Carlisle, doth chiise his course by Chelmsford i 1 answe^, that perhaps th<?y did so tiimvs 
formerly, l^or also ^he kings of Scotland, as we luive heard, were wont to <-ome up to the parlianu'iit here 
this way', ami tliat they, or some one of them, built a convent of the order of Dominicans, or preaching Friers ; 
.IS •*hey did also a house of illumes at Elstow or Elinstow, by Bi;dford.” — 7'a/Ao/, in liarton, Comment on 
Antonimis^ p. I!f7. 

I lleyiioM's Iter. Britan, p. 251. 

1 “ l\'ilmla* Pentingeriuiiji; aflerunt Baromagum, Bums vocatur iluvius iste qtii non procul ah oppido 
VVitliain in fluviiim/pu'in voeant aqnam nigram dilahitur. Ostendit adhuc oppidum illud castri antiqui seinirutum 
vallum, et si male quoad distniitiam cum Londinio ct Durolito coiiveiiit, melius sese tamen llihet, reSi^eetn 
habito, sive adColuniam in hoe, si\e ad Canoniuiy in noiio Itinere.” — Gale. Iter. Britann, j). 91. 



HUNDRED OF CHELMSFORD. 


Mu 


leading to Chelmsford, which, according to Stowe, was built by King John in tin* 
year 

The road from London to Braintree, and various places in the north and north-east 
parts of the county, is said to have passed through Wriltle before* the bridge was 
built over the river at (Chelmsford. A large and much frcquciitc'd inn, called the 
Swan, formerly stood on the road, near the farm called Shakestoncs; and from various 
ancient accounts we learn that generally, for the greater part of the winter, all car- 
riages to Ipswich and Harwich were obliged to pass this way, the ford at Chelmsford 
not being at those times passable without great danger. In the time of Edward 
the Confessor, this extensive lordship belonged to Earl Harold, and remained in 
the possession of the Conqueror at the time of the survey ; except a part of it, which 
had been granted to the bishop of Hereford,* and Newland Hall, in Roxwell, which 
formed part of the possessions of Eustace, earl of Bplogne. 

'Fhe manor of VVrittlc was part of the corpus cohiUtltts of.l^ssex; and King Richard 
file First granted some franchises to Jolm. bjtz-VVilliani, and Walter de Hadfield; 
but those franchises arc not specified. y\bout a quarter of a mile from the green, on 
tlie right-hand side of the road leiiding to Chelmsford, there is a farm called the 
Lordship, where tlie coiirt-haron is held; but the court-leet is kept at Cireen- 
hury, on Little (ireen, upon Whit-Monday, in a place enclosed like a summer- 
house. 'rh(‘ Market-house stood uenv it, but has been pulled down a long time ago. 
In the first year of Henry the Third this manor or lordship was granted to IMiilip 
de Albenc*, and in the following, to William Long-espee, earl of Sal^ury ; in the 
fourteenth of the same reign, it was in the possession of Ralph de Nova Villa, or 
Nevil, bishop of Chichest(U',f and lord chancellor of England; there was also annexed 
to it a wood, cjillcd Horsfrith. After the decease of the bishop this lordship came to 
the earls of Chester, of whom Ranulph Blondeville, the last of the line of Hugh 
Lupus, dying, left it to his sisters; and Maud, tl^^ .eldest of them, was married 
to David, earl of Huntingdon, brother to William, king of Scotland. John, surnamed 
Scot, their son and heir, In right of his mother, became earl of Chester. He 
married Iltden, daughter of Llewellyn, ]>ri, ice of Wales; but she poisoning him, he 
died without issue, in Jj2‘14. After his death, Henry the Third took this lordship 
into his own hands, lest s(\fair an inheritance should be divided among females, and 
gave his sisters other lands as a compensation. Robert the son of Lstibel, tiie second 
sister by Robert de Brus or Bruce, on the death of his father, in 1252, doing 
homage, had livery of his mother’s inheritaiv;e : he married Isabel, daught^ of 
(jilbert dc Clare, ^arl of Gloucester, and in T276 served in Wales for one knight's 
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Manor. 
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* Thi^ part is bi-licvcd to have lKM?n the manor of HoniaiCs fee. 

t lyC built li' house in llolborn, to be llu? town resitlcnce of the bishops of that see, wbieb, from a sul)se- 

e»/f'owner, Henry, earl of Lincoln, took the name of Lincoln’s Inn. 
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fee in Writtle and Hatfield. Upon vacancy of the throne of Scotland, he was one of 
the competitors for the crown of that kingdom; but in 129^, being then very old, he 
rele^ised to his son, Robert, and his heirs, all the right and claim he had, or could 
have, to that creywn; and dying in peace at Lochmaben in Annandale, in 1295, was 
buried at Gisburn, with his ancestors. His son, Robert, married Martha, the 
daughter and heiress of Neil, earl of Garrick, widow of Adam de Kilcontach, who, in 
her right, had become earl of Garrick ; she also conveyed this title to Robert, her 
second husband, who getting livery of his lands in England, died in 1304, possessed 
of the manor of Writtle, which he held of the king in capite by the service of half a 
knight’s fee, and also of the manor of Bromeshobery, in Hatfield Broad*oak, which 
he held by the same service, together with the half hundred of Harlow, belonging to 
this last manor. He wius succeeded by his son Robert in the earldom of Garrick, 
who, asserting his right to the kii^gdoni of Scotland, and being cf‘owned at Scone, in 
1306, was deprived of all his estates in England by King Edward the First. 
These possessions remained in the crqwn till given by King Edward the Second to 
Humphrey dc Bohun, high constable of England, earl of Hereford and Essex, and 
to Elizabeth* his wife, and their heirs. They had six sons and four daughters. 
Dying in 1321, he was succeeded by his eldest son John, on whose death, in 1335, 
without issue, "'the inlieribincc descended to his next brother, Humphrey, who had 
license from King Edward the Third, in 1347, to fortify and embattle his mansion- 
house at Writtle. He died unmarried, in 1361, and Humphrey, the son of his 
brother wiiiiHi, earl of Northampton, succeeded him, who died in 1372, leaving two 
daughtcrs,f Eleanor and Mary ; the latter of whom married Henry earl of Derby, 
a(|terwards Henry the Fourth king of England. Eleanor was married to Thomas of 
Woodstock, earl of Buckingham, Essex and Northampton, duke of Gloucester, and 
high constable of Fhigland, and who, in right of his wife, had the lordsliip of Writtle, 
with other great esUitcs. This imbkniian, in 1397, fell a sacrifice to the malice of his 
enemies, througli the weakness of his nejphew, King Richard the Second. He had 
a son, Humphrey, who died ^oimg, and four daughter^, Anne, Joan, Isabel, and 
Philippa. Anne was contracted in marriage, very young, to Thomas carl of Stafford, 
who dying before the marriage was consummated, in 1392, his intended wife was 
married to his next surviving brother and heir, Edmund, , earl of Stafford, who was 
slain at the battle of Shrewsbury, in 1403, leaving Humphrey, his son and heir, at 
that time not two years of age. Anne, his widow, married, first Edmund Mortimer, 
efirl 0 )f March, and afterwards John Holland, earl of Huntingdon. Humphrey, 
on account of his near alliance to the* royal family, .was, in 1444, created duke of 

* She was t)u*‘ seventh claugliter of King Edward the First, and widow of John, carl of Uo*(and and 
Zealand. ' 

f By his wife Joan, daughter of Richard, earhof Amndel. 
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Buckingham, having before, the titles of earl of Hereford, Stafford, Northampton, chap. i. 
and Perch, lord of Brecknock, and of Holdcrncss; he fell in battle, fighting for 
King Henry the Sixth, at Northampton, in His son Humphrey, earl of 

Stiiffbrd, by Anne, daughter of Ralph Nevill, earl of Westmoreland, had died 
before him, having been killed in 1455 at the battle of St. Albans ;* so that his 
grandson, Henry, became his next heir.* He was the chief instrument in placing the 
crown on the head of King Richard the Third ; but declaring afterwards against that 
usurper, he was bJeheaded in HtiO, and his estates became forfeited. Edward, his 
eldest son, by Catherine, daughter of Richard Widevill Earl Rivers, obtained livery 
of all his father’s lands from King Henry the Seventh. This nobleman, {is 

uivers. 

unfortunate as his predecessors, came to a violent and untimely death ; for happening 
to oSend that overgrown favourite, Cardinal Wolsey, he was, through his malice and 
revenge, beheaded on Tower-liill, in 15,91, and Writtle, with his other estates, cUrne lo 
the crown, where they* remained till Queen Mary fronted this lordship*, with other 
estates, to Sir William Petre, Knt., in which nojj^e family it has remained to the sir Wm. 
present time. > ' . 

Formerly there were two parks in this parish/ distinguished by the names of 
King’s or Writtle Park,f which yet bears that name, and lies toward Ingatestone, Writth- 
and Hoastly, or Ostcrly Park, more anciently called IIorsfrith,J which has been 
disparkc?d a long time ago ; it lay in the road from Cooksmill Green to ifigh Gngar. park. 
That there used to be a bailiff and forest-keeper here, who held lands for their services, 
may be instanced in John de Wollaxton, who, wc are informed, “ held the bayliship of 
the forests of Writeie, and half hundred of Chelmsford, by the sergcancy of kecjiing 
the king’s forest in those places ; and he held of Robert dc Bruis, by reason of the 
manor of Writeie pne messuage, one hundred and sixty acres of arable land, six acn^s 
of meadow, six acres of pasture, eight acres of wood, and seventeen shillings rtait in 
Writel and whoever held the premises was, on that account, to discharge llu* 
bailiship. Among the records in the Exchequer office, thJrc is a perambulation of a 
forest in this parish belonging to Edward the First, but when it was disaftbresled is 
not know n. 

Nine manors have at dilferent times been parcelled out of thif noble lordship, Majors, 
which have usually been described in the following order. 

Rolstons, which took its denomination from a family so called; the manor-hquse is 
pleasantly situated half a mile from the church, on the right-hand sid5 of the rcvul 

* His mother was Marprartft, daugliter and co-^heircss to Edmund Btfaufort, duke of Somerset. 

f It luus a tine man&^n^ouse and elcgatit {rardens, and luus continued the country residence of diH'creiit 
gentlemen of fort^fcT At present it is the seat of Lady Nightingale. * 

X In laT^'ffeseribed as “ a certain park, called Horsfrythe, near Writeie, containing three hundred acres 
of land.” * 
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JU)OK Ti. leading to Blackmorc. Walter Thomas, Gent., held this estate of the crown by 
fealty and twenty-five shillings and sixpence rent, being then valued at eight pounds 
a year: lie died in ItWS, and was succeeded by his son. This family had also 
Tye Hall, in lloxwcll. In 1(>33, it was in possession of the Astley family; Sir 
Andrew Astley, Knt., died here in that year, and was succeeded by his son and heir, 
Thomas. In 1G53, it was purchased of Anthony Astley, by William Wiseman; and 
his successor, Elizabeth Wiseman, sold it to John Adams, Esq., in 1685, who dying 
in 1711, aged seventy-seven, was buried in Writtle Churcli. Randal Adams was 
of Gore Hall, in Kent; and Bonny Adams, Estp, was one of the liimily residing 
here. 

Miaki stons. Sliakcstons, anciently Schehestons, is a manor, the mansion-house of which lies 
on the sid(^ of the road leading from Writtle Church to Margaretting. William 
BedeH, of the family of that name, of Bedell’s Hall, held this manor, and messuages, 
called the Lodge, and llow^hqrs, all in Writtle, and died in 1535. Sir Andrew 
Asth^y,’*" mentioned idjoVe, livec^ in the mansion-house, and held this manor of 
Richard earl of Portland, and Pc'a '* Whetcomb; which they had in trust for the 
Lord Petre. This family of Astley took its name from a lordship in Warwickshire. 
They derive thems(?lves Irom Thomas de listh^y, or Astley, imprisoned by Fulk le 
Brent, in the castle of Bedford, in li^I5; his grandson Andrew de Estl(?y, was 
summoned to several successive parliaments of hhlward the First; and John de 
Astley, of this family, was celebrated for maintaining a tilt, on horseback, at Paris, 
ill 1438, against l^eter d(* Massei, whom he vanquished in the jwcsencc of Charles 
the Seventh, of France; and tli»’cc years after for another combat, in Smithfield, 
London, before King Henry the Sixth, with Sir Philip Boyle, an Arragoiiian knight, 

' wliom he also coiKjuered, on account of which victory King Henry made him one of 
the knights of the garter. From the Astleys, Sliakestons came to the families of 
Browne, Rogers, and Plummer, the last of whom sold it to Sir John Comyns, of 
Highlands, 

I ith'.i IS. I'ithlers is so named from a family of great antiquity,^ written Fitlielcrs, or Vithelers. 

The mansion-house is a little out of the road, on the right-hand side, leading 
toward Blackmoiv, and about three miles fron> Writtle Church. Nicholas dc Fithelir 
lived here in the reign of King Henry the Third; John was his son and heir; he 
had two daughters, Maud, and Amicia. It continued ‘in this family till the time of 
Edward the Second, when John, the son of Benedict de Fithelere, held lands here 
. under Laurence de Taiiy. In 1465, it was in the possession of the Joslin family. 
Sir Ralj)h Joslin was mayor of London in 1476. His son and heir, Richard, was 

Tlu* arms of Astloy. A/uro, a l iiiqiiofoil, ermine, within a border engrailed, argent, . ''rescent for difte- 
reiicc*. (Test,' on »i torse, ermine and azure, a chapeau, furred ermine, thereupon a pliinic^of ft^.ers, argent, 
banded gules, and eiiricheil with a ducal coronet. 
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of Fithlers, and had a daughter named Beatrix, who was married to John Browne, chap. i. 
of the family of the Brownes, of Derbyshire, and their descendants continued here for ~ 

many generations, intermarrying into the families of Haydoii, Jasper, Waltham, 

Tyrell, Farre, &c. Henry Browne, of Fithlers, was knighted, died in 1617, and was 
buried in the south aisle of the church.* Afterwards, this manor camcT to a branch 
of the Petre family. 

Turges Cassus, and Sturgeons, are names of an estate which has been called a TurL^s. 
manor, and, in foianer times, belonged to a succession of dignified families, in which it 
is said Ralph Neville, bishop of Chichester, and chancellor of England, resided here, 
ft was holden by John Berners, Esq.,!- of the ancient family of Beriicrs-lloding : 
he was gentleman-usher to the Princess Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Edward the 
Fourth, and afterwards sewer to King Edward the Fifth, as appears from his epitaph: 
his two wives lie buried beside him in the church. By Margaret, daughter of 
Richard Vere, F2s(p, of the family of the V^ercs, earls of Oxford, he had John, his 
heir, who was receiver-general of tlie honours, casd^7 , and manors, both in 
F^ssex and Suffolk, belonging to Catherine Pai^ttnvagcr of King Henry the Eighth. Cathcrinr 
The Pinchon family were the next possessors of /this estate. Nicholas Pinchon, of 
Wales, was one of the sheriffs of London in 1532 ; he left John Pinchon, Esq., 
of Writllc, who married Jane, daughter of Richard Ernpson, (beheaded in 1/109,) one 
of the liated ministers of King Henry the Seventh. This Nicholas died in 1573, 
and, with his wife, was buried in the north aisle of the church; his sons, were 
W^illiani, John of Springfield, and Edward, who was knighted. He had also two 
daughters ; Elizabeth, wife of Gcofrey Gates, of lulmunds; and Jane, the wife of 
Andrew Paschal, of Springfield. William Pinchon, lis(p, of Writtle, married Rose, 
daughter of Thopias Redding, Esq., of Pinner, in Middlesex, by whonf he had six, 
sons and three daughters; of these, Joan was married to Sir Richard Weston, 
of Skreens, in Roxwcll, chancellor of the exchc(picr, made baron of Stoke-Neyland, 
and carl of Portland. He died in 159^, and is buri>d* in Writtle Church, leaving 
Peter, who died young ; and l^dward, who was knighted and ^!ainc to the estate. 

He married Dorothy, daughter of Sir Jerome Western, of Skreens, by whom he 
had Jolui, his son and heir, and thiice daugfi^crs, Mary, Elizabeth, and Anne. Sir 
Edward died in 16^25, and a noble monument is erected ’to his memory; which also 
commemorates his wife Dofothy. John, succeeding his fatlier, married Elizabeth, 
daughter and co-heircss, of Thomas (k)r,deroy: this last John dit‘d.in 16rA; and 
Edward his son was buried by his side, m ar the communion table, in 1(57 J2. Thc^ 
last of the family resided at the ^larsoiiage. •The manor of Turges afterwards 
belonged to WUJJfffirif W^olfe, Esef.* of London. 

* The Browne. Argent, on a chevron, gules, three roses, argent. — Crest. On | torse, an^eiil. 

gules, a brenst-pAte, or, leathered, sable, buckles, or. A plume ol' feathers issuant, or and gules. 

I He held it under Henry Stailbrd, duke of Buckingham, as^helonging to his manor of Writtle. 
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called High wood-quarter, about four miles north-east from the church; part of the ciiAP. i. 
ruins yet remain. It was founded by Robert, a monk, in the time of King Stephen ; 
on wliicli occasion that king not only granted him the ground necessary, but also 
whatever wood he might want for tlie building. lie likewise gave liim pasture for 
cattle, and greatly assisted him in the undertaking. From Robert *it went to the 
abbot and monks of St. John’s at Colchester, who had several additional benefactions 
granted by King Henry the Second; on the abolition of monastic institutions, it came 
to the crown, aixl was granted to Robert Tyrwhit, Esq., who sold it to Philip Lantall, 
of whom it was afterwards purchased by Sir William Petre. At the dissolution, this 
house was called Barrows, and Salmons, and the lands belonging to it stated to 
amount to fifty acres. 

I’he church of Writtlc is dedicated to All Saints; it is a massive building, chunli.* 
covered with lead, consisting of a nave, two noble aisles, and a lofty stone tower, in 
which are eight bclh; and above the tower thcr^ i.s a lantern. In die year 11U3, 
this church was given to the monks of Bermonds. in Siiirjy, by King Stephen, but 
was afterwards given by King .John to the hv/sjital of the Holy Ghost belonging to 
the English at Rome :* this being an hespitiil apen, was seized by the crown, and in 
1300, was granted to William Wykeham,f bishop of Winchester, who settled it 
upon the warden and fellows of New College, Oxford, who have been the proprietors 
of the rectory, patrons of the vicarage, and ordinaries ever since : being a peculiar 
jurisdiction belonging to that college, it is subject in all spiritual matters to such 
commissary as its warden and fellows may appoint; for which reason it is exempt 
from episcopal visitation. 

This rectory is a manor, called the manor of Roman’s fee, or Rectoria dc Writtle: 
the former name was given to it on account of its having belonged to the hospital rA . 

Rome; the court is kept at the parsonage-house. The rectory and vicarage an' 
adjoining, and both pleasantly situated on the south side of the church-yard. 

At the time of the suppression of monastic institutions’, there were four chantries in 
this church: one, the name of which is not recorded, Scwal Broififield’s, or Our Lady’s 
chantry, to which belonged a chapel in the churCh-yard, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, St. John the Baptist’s chantry, aIK^ Carpenter’s chantry* There were also 
endowments for twelve obits in the chureh, and for one lamp. 

The four hamlets, or districts, in this parish were, Roman’s fee, the Town- 
quarter, llighwood, and Bedells lilnd. 

This church is believed to contain a more considerable number of elegant 
monuments than any other in the. county, a circumstance attributed to the wid(^ 

* It was fou» for thn support aiul maintenance of such poor Knglislimen as iinppened to be at 
ami (lestit- • 

!■ Dishup Wjliehiun wjiss the founcliT of Now Co1K*kc*. 
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iiooiv 11. extent of this parish, the pleasantness of its situation, and, consequently , to the numerous 
Inscrip- Wealthy families wlio have always resided here. On the north-side of the chancel, there 
is a iuarl)li‘ monument of excellent workmanship, about sixteen feet in height, and six 
broad; two pillars support an elegant cornice, and enclose a fine sculpture of an 
atigel, with soriow pictured on his countenance, to represent the gloomy horrors of 
tlie grave, but above his head a resplendent glory brciiks forth — the Sun of Right- 
1 ‘ousness ; and we discover that the angelic figure stands upon a rock — the 
righteousness, and the rock wc are to understand of Christ. SJli^aves of corn 
ar(‘ placed contiguous, with nunierous implements of husbandry, by which the 
allegory is continued through all tlie processes of agricultural labour, concluding with 
th(' assurance tliat Christians arc God’s husbandry, and that the reapers will gather 
them. Amongst these emblems a .scroll bears the following: 

TRANSLATION. 

Sacri‘d to tljc* inoinory of 
ndw.'iril and Dorothea Pinclion, once one flesh. 
Now one corpse, wait in this tomb for tl)e cominL'. 
of Christ : 

They lived in n.atchless faith towards (Jotl ; 

In perfect harmony with each other, 

Ami with perfect ffood-will toward all mankind, 
j If you cannot helicve tlm on the word of an incon- 
solable son, 

I Consult the neij^hbourhood. 

Against the same wall there is a small marble monument, on which is represented 
a father, with his four sons, on one side, and a mother, with Imr six daughti'is, on the 
other: they all appear in a devotitinal posture; and over their heads, on a brass plate, 
.i% the following : 

TRANSLATION. 

Do you tliink this man dead i It cannot be. 
Death is the ])assajri* to life. 

IIi.s death was as pleasiiij^ to God as his life had 
been to man. 

He loved insny, and he was beloved by all. 

As he made j^odliness his choice, so God chose him 
• for his own. 

*'lle ceased to be a man as he became an ungel; 
And he relimpiislied his own to remain w'ith his God. 

“ Nccrc unto this place resteth in peace the body of Edward Eliott, late of Newland, in the 
cnunlye of Es.sex, Esq., son of John Eliott, of Stortford, in the countye of Suffolk. He 
tooke to wyfc Jane, one of the daughters’©/ James Gedge, son and heire of Margaret Gedge, 
one of the daughters and hcircs of Tliomas Barfield, of Shcnfield ; by he had yssuc 

4 sonhes and daughters. ITiey lived together in married estate 33 yeres, anc>wl;»e deccscd 
the 22 day of Deecmb. in the ycre of owr Lordc 1595. iEtatis suaj 60.*’ 


1 1 line ])«*riisse piites! Minime ; mors jaiiua vita* est. 

Grata Deo fuerat mors suA, vii.i vfris. 

Dih'xit multos fuit et dilcctus al) omni. 

llle Deiiin, Dcus hunc digit esse suiiin. 

I’.ssV homo desivit, cum ce]R*rit aiigeliis esse, 

Gessat et esse ,suis,^no.ssit ut esse Deo. 


On anptlier plate is the following: 


. S. M. 

ICdwfirdus et Dorothea Piiidion, '‘ico, 

I Ilium nunc c.-ulavar, hoc in tulTmlo (’hristu^^'*N- 
p(*ctant, 

X’ixcn' singulari erga Deuin lide, 

Pari inter so concordia. 

Nee alia erga homines eharitatc. 

Hoe si tilio imrstissimo dicenti non credas, 
IiV.erroga viciniain. 
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On the south side of the chancel, tliere is an elegant monument to the memory of 
Sir John Comyns, fourteen feet high, and seven in width: his effigy appears 
standing upon a marble tomb, attired in his baron’s robes, and on a grey marble 
table is engraved the following character of this celebrated J udgc. 


Near this place lies interred 
The body of that great and good man, 

The Right Honourable Sir John Comyns, Knt., 
Late Lord Chief Karon of his Majesty’s Court o( 
•Exchequer, 

Universally esteemed 

One of the brightest ornaments of the bench. 
And ablest lawyer of his time ; 

Who departed this lift; on the 1.3th day of Nov. 1740, 
Aged 7.3. 

That a ehar.acter of so much piety, learning, and 
merit, should not be buried in oblivion, hut re- 
main a shining example to others. 

This monument, 


» 

(Out of duty and gratitude) 

Was humbly erected to his memory by his neplu-w 
and heir, 

John Comyns, of Hylands, Esq., 

Cui pudor et .Justitue soror 

lncorru]>ta tides, nudaque veritas, 

Quando ullum invenient parum. 

— Oh when shall faith, of soul sincere, 

Of justice pure the sister fair. 

And modesty, unspotted maid, 

And truth in .artless guise arrayed, 

■^in,ong the race of human Lind, 
i m»icii ♦his Justinian find ! 


I '# 

Upon the lloor, in tlie chancel, there a ,stone recording the death of Jolin 
I’inchon, of Writtle, the son of Sir b’dward Pi«chon, July 3()th, 1G51; of John, his 
son, in IGTfi; and of Anne, wife of the last-named John, in 1G7.5; and near to it, on 
a black marble, is the following: 


Infra jacet, tpiod reli«pmm (?st 
Rev. .lohannis Kirch, LL. B. 

S dc Corringham ) in agro f Uectoris 
d,, MarKarclting i Kssex Ivicarii. 
Vir fuit 

Ingenuiis, doctus, amabilis, jucundus 
Tam suavit.ye quam sanctitate murum, 
Iiisignis. 

Multi ille bonis flebilis obiit. 

Nono kalendariim Martii, 

. rOoniini 17J1', 

In cujus inemoriam coiijugalis {'icuitis et amoris 
ergo ma?stissima conjux 
Hoc moniinientuni collocari voluit. 


I TRASSL\T10N, 

Beneath lie the remains of 
I The Rev. John Kirch, Bachelor of Laws, 

Uertorof Corringham, :ind 
I Vicar of Margarctting, in the county of I'ssex. 
He W'as a genllem.an 

Of family, learned, of an engaging behaviour, 
ehcirful temper ; 

As remarkable for amiable inaiiners, 

As for execlleuce of moral character, 
i He jlieji, to the great sorrow of the good, 

I On the 21 St of February, in the year of our Lord 1 7 -31, 

//ged ‘1.3. 

Out 0*9 conjugal love and arteetion, his disconsolati 
widow 

, « Ordered this moiiimieiitto he erected to his memory. 


Near the communion table there arc several memorials of the different branches ot 
the Comyns family, and of the Petres,,of Fithlers ; of these last, the oldest seems to 
be that near the south door of the church, of Elizabeth, tlie wife of John I^ctre, I’iscj., 
of Fithlers, who died in August, JGo8. 

On the etj' . wall of the ncirth aisle a brass plate bears the following : — 

** to this place restetli the body of Kdwardc Hunt, late of Wre|tle, (rent., wh(i 

lyvingc waif much beloved; relcevcd the poor, and by his last wy 11 gave in perpetuytie twe 
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B()(JK n. almshouseis in Church lane, with an yearly allowance of twentye shyllynges for their better 

maintenance. And also hath willed forever to the poor of this parish, to be yearly distributed 

on Good Fridaye, x shillings, whiche sommes are lymmated to be paid out of a parcel of lande 
called Api)csfield, in Clielmesfordc parishe. As by his sayde will at large appeareth. Deceased 
the 13th of August, IGOG.’* 

Cliaritii's. In tlic year 1607, Mr. Thomas Hawkins gave a messuage and fiirm called Hooks, 
witli sixty acres of land, to the poor, who occupy six alms-houses in the church- 
yard of Writtle. Besides these six there are also five other adjoining alms-houses, 
the whole of which arc kept in repair at the charge of the parishioners. The same 
benevolent gentleman also, some time afterwards, gave a farm of thirty acres for the 
repairs of the church. In loJ)l, a rent cliarge, now producing five pounds per annum, 
was left to the poor of Writtle, by Mr. William Horne, grocer, of London. In 1()64, 
Dorothy Davis left an annuity to the poor of this parish, of two pounds thirteen 
shillings and lour pence, chai ^.^bb upon (he estate called Bogooses, in Roxwell. 
Twenty shillings yearly wjuT^en ft^Mrs. Eleanor Jones, in 1737, to be distributed 
ill bread, at Christmas. The anioiilit\dLthis charity is charged upon the estate 
called Newhousc. Mr. Edward Hunt, in 160;5, left two tenements, for the residence 
of tw'o single persons for life, with twenty sliillings per annum for their better 
maintenance. There arc also the following gifts to Writtle Church : Bumstead farm, 
sixteen pounds a year; Parkers tenement in (ircenhury; East Hayes, otherwise 
Polly’s, in Churcli-haw-street, all given to adorn and beautify the church. I'o the 
poor monks twenty shillings a year, out of a form at Chalk-end, in Roxwell. A 
tenimient and two shillings a year, out of a piece of ground near the leet. Mr. 
John BlencowT, in 177 1, left the sum of one thousand two hundred pounds for tcacli- 
dng tlie poor of Writtle and Roxwell. 

. Sir W illiam Petre, Knt., the founder of this family, was born in the parish of 
Tor Brian, in Devonshire, and educated at Oxford, w'here he took the degree of 
LL. D. Ill lA3o he. was 'ajipi’iiilted one of the visitors of tlie monasteries; about the 
year lo3J), kuiglited ;* and in 1.5 1-3, constituted one of (Jie principal seerelaries of 
staKs in which office he continued to the end of the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
during the succeeding' reigns of Edwar%* \hc Sixth, and Queen Mary, and to the 
(!()mmencement of tlie reign of Elizabeth, being also privy counsellor, and frecpiently 
employed in afiliirs of the greatest importance. He died in January, 1571, and was 
burietrm tlu^ ehitreh at Ingatestone. By his Jirst wife he had two daughters, one of 
w^iicli was Dorotliy, married to Nicholas W^adham, the founder of Wadhain College, 
at Oxford. By his second wife he had three daughters, and John his only son, who, 
in l()03, was created Baron Petre, of W’^rittlc. His lordship had four'tt 5 j|ighters, and 
four i^ons, of whom John, the second, was seated at West Hanningfield, Thtv:.as, the 
third, at Cranhani, Robert, the fourth, died young, and William the eldest*, succeeded 
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to liis father’s estate and dignity ; he had seven sons and three daughters, and died in 
lf)2T. Tlie eldest son was Robert, who liad three sons and two daughters ; he died 
in 1037, and was succeeded by liis eldest son William, who died in confinement in 
the Tower, in October, 1083. John, the next brother, succeeded, and died unmarried, 
in 1084, and Thomas, the next in succession, on his deat^h, in ITOT, l(*ft an only son, 
Robert, who dying of the small-pox, in March, IT 13, left his lady (Callierine, 
daughter of Rartholomew Walmesley, Esep,) with child, and she was delivered, tlie 
3d of June follcfvidng, of Robert, who married Mary, daugliter of James, carl of 
Derwentwater ; his eldest son and heir \vas Robert Edward; he had also three 
daughters, and di('d in ITtfi. Robert Edward, avIio was the nintli baron, married, 
on the lJ)th of ;\i)ril, ITOJi, Anne, daughter and co-heiress of JMiilip Howard, Es(|., 
and neice and co-heiress of Thomas and Edward, the eighth and ninlli dukes oj* 
Norfolk; by her he had two sons, Robert lulward, who succee(l(‘d him, and 
George William, and one daughter, Anne: by second wife, Juliana, second 
daugliter of Henry Howard, Es(j., of Glossopj, m the county ol’ Df'rby, whom he 
married in January, 1T88, he had one other son and two daughters. On his death, 
July 2d, 1801, he was succeeded liy his eldest son, Robert Edward, who was born on 
the 3d of September, 1T()3, and married Mary Rridg(4, eldest daughti'r of Henry 
Howard, Esq., of Glossop, on the 14th of February, ITSO; by heroic had issue 
William Francis Henry, the eleventh and present* Lord Petre, and five other sons 
and six daughters, two of the former dying in their infancy. He dii‘d on the 28lh of 
March, 1800. William Francis Henry Petre, Baron P(‘(rc of Wriltle, F. R. S., 
married, June 2, 1815, Frances Charlotte, eldest daught(»r of Sir Richard Bedingfi(*ld, 
Bart., and by her, who died January 20, 1822, had issiu?, Mary, born Ajiril 22, 
1810, William, born December 20, 18 IT, Henry, born June 23, 1820, and (Jiarlotle, 
born January 25, 1822. His lordship was again married, on Ajiril 2, 1823, to Ihnma, 
second daughter* of Henry Howard, Esq., of (.'orby, and has issue four sons and a 
daughter.^ 

Dr. John Bastwick was, born at Writ He, in 1.5^3, and practised physic at 
Colchester, and, unfortunately for himself, lieing a very good Latin scholar and a 
man of genius, wrote against the lfag\^int abus(*s of tijt* cathoiTc church. About 
1033, he printed, in Holland, a Latin treatise entitled, Efrnchus reli^ionts Papisticce^ 
with Flagellum pontijicis et cplscoporuni Lathdhim ; I’or which, the hhiglish ^wehites 
thinking tliemselves also aimed at, he w^is fined one thousand pouiuis in the high 
commission court, excoinimmicated, prohil)itcd from ])racti.sing physic,, his hooks* 
ordered to be burnt, and himself fo remain in* jH'ison until he made a recantation. 
Instead of rcf'^nting, he wrote in prison, J pologctkim ad presides Atigticafio.s ; 

* Arms (Jules, a bend, or, liotwcen two eseallops, argent. Crest, two lion*' IujuK, erased 

and adossed; tbf dexter or, eolhired azure, the sinister, a/ure, collared or. Supporters, two lions regardant, 
the same. Motto: Sam ricn '^ — Nothing without (Jodfc 
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and another book, called “ The Litany;” wherein he severely exclaimed against the 
tyrannous court by which he was i)ersecuted, and taxed the bishops with an 
inclination towards popery. Prynne and Burton coming under the lash of the star- 
chamber court, at the same time, they were all censured as scandalous, seditious 
persons, condemned to pay a fine of five thousand pounds each, to be pilloried, to 
have their ears cut off’, and to perpetual imprisonment in three remote parts of the 
kingdom. I'he parliament in 1644) reversed these proceedings, and ordered 
Dr. Bastwick a reparation of five thousand pounds out of the estates of the com- 
missioners and lords wlio had prosecuted him, which the confusion of those times 
prevented his receiving; however, his wife, in 1044, had an allowance ordered for 
her and her husband’s maintenance. 


ROXWKLL. 

This is a hamlet and chapelry b<;^onging to the town of Writtle. It does not appear 
that this place lias been constituted a parish of itself ; yet, though generally understood 
to be a chapel of ease to Writtle, it is exempt from the payment of tithes, and its 
inhabitants are under no obligation to contribute to the repairs of the mother church, 
as appears by an ancient deed, preserved in the Bramston family, dated November 
IG, 1597, am} signed by a great many of the principal inhabitants of Writtle. 

The soil is cold and moist, sprfhgs l>eing found everywhere, on digging a few feet 
below the surface, and its name is believed to have been derived from this circum- 
stance: it is sometimes written Rokeswell and Wroxwell, in ancient deeds. It lies 
five miles north-west from Chelmsford, and the road from that place to MargareU 
Boding passes through it. It is twenty-two miles distant from London ; and contains 
about two thousand acres of land. 

The pojiulatioii consists of four hundred and forty-two males, three hundred and 
seventy-five females ; total, eight hundred and seventeen. 

The several ma/iors of Roxwell arc included within the great manor or lordship of 
Writtle, on which, however,, those of Skreens and Dukes are not known to have 

r 

ever been dependent. ^ 

Boyton Hall is i manor, .named alsd Boyton Cross and Boyton Magna, the latter 
name given to distinguish it from another estate called Boyton Parva. In the year 
154G, Henry, duke of Buckingham, held this as part of the demesne of Writtle; 
his successor forfeiting his possessions to* the crown, this, as part of them, was 
'grantwl to Sir William Petre, Knt. 

Skreens is a manor which look its aame from *a family who held this and several 
oUier estates in the county. William Skrene,* of Writtle, and olv(^/lifibrd’s Inn, 
serjeant at law, was in possession of this manor in 1409, and it continued ntslic family 

r. 

• His son, Sir William, the manor of Longhous, in Chaldwell, with other estates, and died in theointh 
year of Henry the Sixth. 
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till 1474; it v^as soon afterwards conveyed to William, Lord Hastings, who was cuw. i. 
succeeded in the possession of it by Richard Farmer, who being attainted of high- 
treason, this part of his estate was granted, by King Henry the Eighth, to Richard 
Sampford, yeoman, but it did not continue long in that family. In 1554 it was 
purchased by Richard Weston, Esq. This family are descendants of Hamon de Westou 
Weston, lord of Weston-under- Lizard, in Staftbrdshirc, in the reign of Henry the 
Second. Of this family there were two branches ; the one ending in the early part 
of King KdwaiM the Third’s reign. The other branch trace their descent from 
Sir William dc Weston, of Boston, Knt., living in the time of Henry the Third and 
Edward the First. He had two sons, .John and Michael, which last settled in 
Essex, about the year 1275. His two sons were, Thomas dc Weston, Knt., who 
held the manors of Eythorp-Roding, and Elmstead ; Margaret, his daughter and 
heir, became the wife of John dc Loveyn, lord of Little Estayne, who had by her a 
daughter and heir, married to William Bourchier, Knt., from whom the carls of Essex 
of that name descended. The second son of l^ichael was Humphry de Weston; 
he settled at Prested Hall, in Fering, and w^as living in 1360, where his fiimily 
flourished for many ages. William Wekon, of Prested Hall, had four sons, Richard, 

William, Thomas, and John, and two daughters, Margaret and Mary. John left a 
daughter, named Mary, married to John Ball, of Suffolk, and a son named Richard, 
who, being bred to the law, laid the foundation of the grandeur of his family ; he 
bought the manor of Skreens of Richard Sampford. In January, 1559, the first of 
Elizabeth, he attained the degree of serjeant at law, and the Pith of the following 
month, w'as constituted one of the queen’s serjcAnts ; and in the same year, on the 
16th of October, was made one of the justices of the common pleas, ^llc had three 
wives; Wiburgn, the daughter of Michael Catesby, of Seaton, in Northamptonshire^, 
and relict of Richard Jenour, of Great Dunmow, the ancestor of the Jenour family 5 
his second wife was of a family named Burnaby; and his third wife was Elizabeth, the 
daughter of Thomas Lovett, of Astwell, in Northamptonshire.* , By his lirst wife 
he had Jerome, and two diuighters, Amphalis, wife of. Sir Benjamin Tichbournc, of 
Hampshire, and Margaret, the wife of John Loveday, remarried to Andrew Ghis- 
cock. Jerome, being twenty-two ytar^ of a^ at his fathers deSth, was high-sheriil 
of Essex in the forty-first of Elizabeth, and afterwards knighted ; he died in 1603, 
and left by his first wife, whose maiden name w^as Cave, two sons and five daughters, 

Ann, Winifrid, Dorothy, Margaret, artd another. His eldest soil. Sir Ri«rhard 
Weston, Knt., born in 1577, was a man of great ability; King James the First seiX 
him, with Sir Edward (xinwa]^, ofl an embassy into Bohemia, and, on his return, 
sent him, alon», to Brussels, to* treat with the ambassadors of the emperor and the 
king of Ci]>ain: in 1621, he was made chancellor and under-treasur«r of the ex- 
chequer, in which office he conducted himself with so much wisdom and iiitegiiiy, 
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that, in lOSt, lie was commissioned to execute the office of treasurer of the exche- 
quer duvinir the kind’s jileasure ; in l(j28 lie was created baron of Neyland, elected 
knight of the garter in 1G30, made captiiin of the Isle of Wight in 1()3I, and, in 
1G32, created ^earl of Portland. He held the manor of Skreens of the king, in 
ca{)itc, l)y the tenth jxirt of a knight’s fee, and Tyc Hall, of William Lord Petre, as 
of his manor of Writtle. His first wife was Elizabeth, daughter of William Pinchon, 
Es(j., of Writtle, by whom he had Richard, who died unmarried, and two daughters, 
Elizabctli, w'ife of Sir John Netterville, son of Nicholas ViscouiH Ncttervillc, in 
Ireland; and Mary, w^ife of Walter Aston, son to Sir Walter Aston, baron of Forfar, 
in Scotland. The earl’s second wife was Frances, daughter of Nicholas Walgrave, 
Es(p, of Borley. On the male issue of tliis lady, the baronial family estate was 
entailed. By Ikm* he had four sons, Jerome, Thomas, and Nicholas, who died, and 
left no children, and Benjamin; also four daughters. This noble earl died at Walling- 
ford House, Westminster, in 1G»M', and was buried in Winchester Cathedral; his 
eldest son, J(‘romc, then living, succeeded to the earldom; he married Frances, 
daughter of Ivsme Stew'art, earl of March and duke of Riclimond and Lennox. 
The last of this family who retained posk'ssion of the manor of Skreens was 
Thomas, the first i.*aiTs second son, wlio, in Jf)35, sold it to Sir John Bramston, Knt,, 
lord chief jusjlic(‘ of the king’s bench. This ancient, dignified, and highly respected 
family have descended from William Bramston, sheriff of London in 13P4, the 
time of Richard the. Second; from various intermarriages the family extended itself 
into diiferent parts of the country, and Roger, the eldest son of John Bramston, 
married Ih’iscilla, daughter of Frauds Clovill, of West Hanningfield Hall, au ancient 
and honourahle lamily ; by this marriage a branch of tlic Bramston family became 
.settled at Maldon, where John their eldest son and heir was born; he had also 
‘another son, iiamed William, and three daughters. John, the eldest son of Roger 
Bramston, of Maldon, was educated in the Middle I’emple, in the study of the 
common law, in w.hk*h he became so eminently learned, that he was appointed couri- 
cellor to the University of Cijmhridge, in IGSG, and raised to the degree of serjeant 
at la\v. In IGf^S he was chosen counsel at law to the city of London, with a fee 
pro vonvilio inipefish et impeudendo ; in* IGSOJieVas a])])ointed chief justice of Ely; 
in 1G3J2 iiia(l(? serjeant to the queen ; in IGo f king’s serjeant, and kniglited ; and, in 
1G35, constituted lord chief justice of England. When he was reader to the Temple, 
he >\*is considered to he the best lawyer of die age in wliich he lived^ and when made 
Serjeant, wltli fifteen others, he had the character of the best pleader in England. 
It is further said of him, that he was profoundly learned, of solid ^dgment, integrity 
of life, gravity of behaviour, and possessed of every accomplishment and all the 
recpiisite (lujdifications of a ])ersoii of his station and profession. He wThr unfortu- 
nate in living in evil .and difficult times, for, having delivered his opinion about 
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ship-money in favour of King Charles the First, he was impeached by the house 
of commons, in 1641 ; however, so unquestionable was his conduct found, and so 
great his uprightness and ability, that in tlie propositions sent to the king at Oxford, 
in 1642, one clause was, ‘‘that his majesty would be pleased to make Sir John 
Bramston chief justice of the court of king’s bench.” In 1617 \hc ]>arliament 
proposed to make him one of the commissioners of the great seal, which, it is 
generally supposed, he declined ; and about the same time the lords votc;d that he 
should sit in their house as an assistant. They also voted, that he should bo one 
of the judges of the common pleas. This learned person died in September, 1654, 
aged 78, and was buried in Roxwcll Church. Sir John had two wives, Bridget, a 
daughter of Thomas Moundeford, an eminent pliysician ; and Elizabeth, widow of 
Sir John Brer(*ton, Knt., serjeant at law, daughter of Edward, Lord Brabazon, baron 
of Ardec, in Ireland. By his first wife he had three sons and three daughters ; Sir 
John was his eldest* son, Sir Mondeford the ser^md, and Francis the third. Sir 
John was created knight of the bath at the cormiation of Charh's the Second, and 
was several times representative in parliament for the county of Essex, and for 
Middon. He married Alice, the eldest daughter of Anthony Abdy, Esep, alderman of 
London, and by her had several sons and daughters, all of whom he survived, except 
Antliony, who married Catherine, daughter of Sir Thomas Niutt, Knt,, of Mayes, in 
Suss(5X, by whom he had two sons and eight daughters; John manhfd Mary, the 
daughter of John Pennington, of Chigwell, Esq., and died witliout male issue; 
consequently tlie manor of Skreens, and other estates, descended to his brother, 
Thomas Bramston, Estp, educated at P(nnbrok§ Hall, and afterwards of the Middle 
Temple. He married Diana, daughter of Edmund Turner, Es(p, of Stoke, in Lin- 
colnshire, who ^lied in 1725. His second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of llichav^l 
Berncy, Esep, recorder of Norwich, by whom be had Tlioinas, who wfts his lieir^ 
and whose son, Tliomas Berney Bramston, Esq., was the next |)ossessor of Skreens ; 
by whom the hous(» and surrounding grounds have l^wi v»ry much improved, 'fhe 
house was originally built by Thomas Bramston, Es(p, and ^'s 'a large and hand- 
some erection, it is on the left-hand side of the road leading to Shellow, iuul 
about a mile distant from Roxwcll Cburcb 

Tye Hall is a manor formerly in a branch of the great family of Ilcveningliam, 
of Suffolk. Tlie mausioii-liouse is at some disUnce from the left-hand side of llu? 
road leading from Roxwell to Skreens; it is moated round. From the llevening- 
hams it went, b^ marriage, to the family of Thomas, from whom it passed to tliat of 
Walter, to Sir Jerome Weston, tq Sir Richarci, earl of Portland, and to the family 
of Bramston.^ 

Mouiitycys manor has derived its name from the family so called, a bran«li of 
which has formerly been in possession of it. The manor-house is on the left-hand 
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HOOK II. side of the road from Boyton Cross to Margaret-Roding, about half a mile from 
Ncwland Hall ; it is large, and seems to have been anciently a considerable scat. 
From the Mountneys it passed to John Boseham, citizen of London, and several 
other persons, and to Robert Braybroke, bishop of London, and to Sir Gerard 
Braybroke. It afterwards psissed from these proprietors to others of the names of 
Skreens, Fermer, and Lukyn, to the Bullock family, of Faulkbourn Hall. 

Dnk.s. Dukes is a considerable farm, which has bfeen called a manor; the house is at the 
upper end of Roxwell-street, on tlio right-hand side of the way from .Roxwcll Church 
to Skreens. Little is known respecting tlie proprietors of this demesne in ancient 
times ; it formerly belonged to one of the Skreen family, and was for many genera- 
tions in the proprietorship of a family named Oush. 

\. vNi;ni<l Newland Hall is a manor, or lordship, which belonged to King Harold before the 
conquest. At the time of the Domesday survey, it belonged to Eustace, earl of 
Bologne, at which time it was ruyned Neuvelanda. The ancient mansion-house is 
about a mile from Iloxwcll Churcji, on the left-hand side of the road from Boyton 
Cross to Margaret-Roding. In the time of King Jolin, about the year 1210, Ralph 
de Novalanda held two knights’ fees here, of the honour of Bologne ; it was in the 
possession of William de Newland, in 1273, and the same family, deriving their 
surname from the place, retiiined the possession till the year 1425, when it passed 
from W^altcr Newland to William Taverner, and Ellen Tironill; four years after 
which, the whole was in the possession of William Taverner; it was afterwards in 
the possession of the Berefield family, from whom it passed to that of Gedgc, wlio 
retained possession till it was conveyed, by marriage, to Edward Elliot, Esq., of 
Bishop’s Stortford; who dying in 1595, left it to his son and heir, Thomas, from 
^'hom it passed to the Thwaite family.* William Thwaitc, alderman of London, 
married Margery, daughter of George Pert, lilscp, of Mountnessing, by wliom he 
had Sir Samuel Thwaite, Knt., of Newland Hall, in Roxwell, who married 
Margaret, daughter of Sir Thomas Gardiner, of Pcckliani, in Surrey; he died in 
163(5, leaving Thefrnas his son and heir, who held the manor of Wares in Good 
Easter. The manor was purchased from a descendant of this ftimily by Richard 
How, Esq., of Stondon Massey, whose sOn, Johv How, I^sq., died in 1748, leaving 
this estate to William Taylor, ‘of Great Hadham, in Hertfordshire, whose son took the 
name of William Taylor How, 

\ There*is a small estate, called Youngs, ^in this chapel ry, where a considerable 

family of the name of Young formerly resided. A little beyond Boyton Cross there 


• Arms of Tliwaite. Arpfont, a cross sable fretly, or ; in the first quarter, a fleur-de-lis, gjtdes, for difference, 
being tlw sign n sixth broth or.— Crest. Acock, with his eJevateil, sable; coniheJ, Prattled, and 

legged, gules ; a Hvur-de-lia for difference. 
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is a stream, called Bateman’s Water, which, after continued rain, is frequently found chap. i. 
dangerous to pass through. 

The church of Roxwcll is a good small stone building on the left-hand side of the cimti h. 
road leading to Shellow Bowels. At the west end there is a wooden turret, in which 
are three bells. The inside is remarkably neat, particularly the chancel, in the south Inscriii- 
corncr of which there is a marble monument, bearing the following in.scription : — 


Hie sitKiin cst corpus 

Johatinis Bramstoni,tM|ijiiusaurat. Uof^cri Bramstoni, 
Armigeri, et Pricillje Clovilliai lillia* ; 

Qui 

Cantab, in Collcg. Jes. omnibus bonU litteris 
Loud, ill Templo Mfidio Jurisprudentiae operam 
dedit, 

Ko successu ut factiis sit 
Cantab. Advocatus simu) ac forum attigerat; 

Postca « 

Judex Klicnsi.<i, Regi Serviens ad Legem, 
Primarius Judex Uegiorum Subselliorurn. 
Priinis iiuptii.s duxit Bridget Moundeford, 
Honestissiiiia familia natam ; 

Socuiidis bUiziim Brabuzoti, filiam Dorn. Baronis 
Brabazon in llibcrnia. 

Vir 

Morum untiquorum, ct religionis non novissima*, 
InnoeeiitisKiinus iioceiitium castigator, 
Severus, plaeidus, gravi.s, comis, 

In muiuis ipsorum civilium bcllorum odiis null! 
homiiii 

Neduin parti invisus 

22 die Sejitemb. An. Dom. l(>5 t. /Etat, suaj 78, 
Tres filios totidernq. Alias, modicas opes, opti- 
niain fain am, 

In terris relinquens, 

Cddutii petit. 

Quod tibi optem ainplius, qui ista legis 7 
Ambitione, ira, donoq. potentior ojjrini, 

Qui Judex aliis lex fuit ipse sibi. 

Qui tanto obscuras pcnctravit luminc causas,^ 

Ut convicta siniul pars quoque victa foret; 
Maximus interjires, culttir sanctissimus lequi. 

Hie jacct, heu ! tides mors iiiinis aequa rapit. 
Hie alacri expectat supremuni mente tribunal 
Nec niefuit judex^Judieis ora sui. 

LatinisAiinuin boo epitapliium, et elogantissima 
Hiec cannina, (ab Abrabamo Cowleio compo|ita) 
Diu abdita, marmori inscribi vo\^\X. 
Thomas Bramstw, Armiger, prmdicti John, 

. Pronepos, 

Quod summyioeta; admiratus sit ingenium, 

Et justi judicis adveneratus memoriam, 17S2, 


TRANSLATION. 

Here lies the body of 

Sir John Bramstone, Knt., son of Roger Bram- 
stone. Esq., 

And Priscilla Cloville : 
who 

Pursued his studies in the different branches of usc- 
I ful knowledge * 

At Jesus College, in Cambridge ; 

And in the law in the Middle Temple, London, 
With sucli success, that he was made 
Solicitor of Cambridge as soon as be was called to 
the bar ; 

After tliat 

Judge of Ely, King’s Serjeant at Law, 

And Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, 

TIis tirstwife was Bridget Moundeford, 
Descended of a honourable family ; 

His second, Elizabeth Brabazon, daughter of 
Lord Baron Brabazon, in Ireland. 

* He was a man 

Of old honest principles, and the established religion, 
The most lenient punisher of flic criminal, 
Impartial, easy, serious, alfable, 

Giving no offence to a single person, much less to 
either side. 

During the ?cc«proc«l disturbances in the civil wars. 
On the 22d j^t^Weeember, 

4n the year of pur Lord l(i(>4, and of bis age the 78tlt, 
LeaviAg behind him three sons and as many • 
daughters, 

*A moderate fortune and unbhmiishcd character, 

He went to heaven. 

What can I wish thee better wliorcadest these lines ? 
Superior to ambition, passion, ayd every Species of 
corruption, • 

lie, who was a judge of others, was a law to him.self. 
He decided the most intricate points of law with such 
• a perspicuity. 

That the convict was at the same time convinced. 

A most able expimnder of the law, ^d most upright 
observer of justice lies here ! 

A^oi! too impartial slearh carries off the best ? 
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doom ; 

Nor after having been a judge, docs he dread tlu; 
a}>pcnrancc of his Judge. 

This truly Latin epitaph, and very elegant compo- 
sition in verse, 

(l>y Abraham Cowley,) 


After being a long time concealed, was, by order of 
Thomas Brainstone, Es(i., great grandson of the 
aforesaid John, 

Engraved on a marble stone, 

Out of esteem for the genius of so excellent a poet 
And a venerable regard fcir the memory of so 
Upright a Judge, in 17^2. 


Against the wall of the south-west corner of the chancel, there is a bust of a lady ; 
above which an infantine figure is represented weeping ; and below is the following 
inscription ; — 

Sacred to the racniory of the lion. Mary Byiig, 

Whose remains, at Ijer own request, are liere de- 
jiosiiod. 

She was sectmtl daughter and co-heiress of John 
. Uraiustone, 

Of Cliigwell, in the county of K.'J.scx, tfsq.. 

By Mary, his wife, daughter and co-luuriss of 
John P(‘nnyMgtuji, of Cliigwell, Esq., 

In November, 1730, she married the Hon. Edward 
liytigt 

Fifth and younge.st son of 

The Bigljt Hon. CJeorge Lord Viscount Torringlon, 

Aiuj, died Mareh 31, 17'H, 

In the 37th year of her age. 

Her very person bespoke her disposition, 

I n the middle of the chancel, on a brass plate fixed upon a black marble stone, is 
tb(! following : — 

“ Ncere this plasc lyctli the body of Thomas Youngc, in Nivcland and Roxvvell, Gent., 
*\vho marryed Kutharcii, one of the daughters of John Wiseman, of Canhcldi, in the county e of 
•Essex. 1593.” 

(M/ii ities. There is a rent charge of twenty shillings left by some person unknown, and Mrs. 

Dorothy Davis, in* bequeathed a rent charge, of six shillings and eight pence 

for the benefit of tlie poor. 

BllpdlMFIELI^ 

Broomii. iti. This parish is fruitful in its soil, and healthy and pleasant in its situation ; the 
^•oad to* Braintree, Sudbury, and Bury, to Dunmow, Thaxted, Safiron Walden, and 
Cairibridge, lies tlirougli it. The village Is distant from London nearly thirty-two 
•miles ; it lies northward from Chelmsford, and is joined to that parish. The district 
is remarkable for the abundant growth of brooni, from which circumstance its name 
seetjfis to have beem derived. 

Fo])ulatioii. The population consists of three hundred and twenty-one males, three hundred 
and three females: tot/d, six hundred and twenty-four. 


Being kind, niihl)lp, and mild by nature, 
Which made her ]mrity of mind appear in all her 
ways of life. 

Tlie virtues she possessed were many, 
Unallaycd with even the least tincture of vice; 
And when alive, nothing more couUl he wislied for 
in woman. 

The sineere and ttmder aflection she bore l»er 
husband 

' Was mo.st exemplary ami constant to her last mo- 
ment. 

Urutilude required llii.s testimony ; 

Love, friendship, and regard 
Inscribe the rest. 
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In the time of the Saxons, Broomfield was in the possession of persons named Saulf, 
Segar, Borda, Picot and Godric ; and, at the general survey, it belonged to Geofrey 
de Magnaville,* and continued in that family till the beginning of the fifteenth 
century, when it was conveyed, by marriage, to Roger Spice ; afte^* which, on the 
death of Humphry the last male heir of the family, Philippa, married to John 
Fortescue, Escpjf brought this and other estates to her husband. It came next to 
the noble family of Rich, with whom it continued till the family became extinct; 
when this estate was sold, by Nicholas, carl of Scarfdalc, to Herman Olmius, of 
London, whose daughter Judith, after her father s death, gave it to her nephew, John 
Olmius, Esq., afterwards Lord Waltham. 

Patching Hall, and Wood Hall, are sometimes spoke of as two distinct manors, 
but more frequently as one. Patching Hall is a brick building, about a mile from 
Chelmsford, on the left-hand side of tlie road from that town to Broomfield ; Wood 
Hall is on the north-west side of the churcli, at a considerable distance from 
Patching Hall, and near the road leading to Chignal Smely. These estates, in the 
Saxon times, were in three parcels, held by Segar, Edward, and Borda; and at the 
time' of the Domesday survey, one part was in the possession of Odo, bishop of 
Bayeux; another belonged to Geoffrey dc Mandeville; ajid the third to Robert 
Gernon, and under him to Picot; from which this manor was called ^Patching Hall 
Picot, and a court used to be held there, Roger Mortimer, earl of March, who died 
in lo08, hehl a view of frankpledge here, as did also Edmund, earl of March, who 
died in H24. \arious proprietors succeeded, but this manor seems to have 
continued longest in the noble family of Bourclticr : it was held by Robert Bourchier, 
lord chancellor of England in the time of Edward the Third; his son, »)ohn Lord 
Bourchier, lived in the same reign, whose son Bartholomew succeeded him ; he diedin* 
1409. Tdonea, his widow, held this estate till her death, and her daughter Elizabeth 
held it afterwards, on whose death, in it passed to her cousin and next heir, 

Henry Bourchier, earl of Eu. Afterwards it was successively the .property of William 
Lord Parr, earl of Essex and marquess of*Northampton ; Sir Richard Rich ; Robert 
Lord Rich; and John Olmius, Lord Waltham. 

Belstead Hall is on the east aiuf soMth-eaSt part of the parish, ^lear New Hall Park. 
There is no authentic account of this manor till 1558, when it was in the possession 
of John Wiseman, Esq., of Fclstead; Thomas was his son and heir. 1 m 1028, it 
belonged to George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, who, after his violent death 4n that 
year, was succeeded by his son George. Afterwards it was enjoyed by General 
Monk, duke of Albemarle; with* the estate«of New Hall, sometime after his death, 
it passed to Richard Hoare, Esq. 

* The Mamie villes, of Black Notley, were of this family, 
f The Furtescuc family were tsei^ed at Faulkbourng 
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In the south-west part of this parish, about half a mile from tlie church, there is a 
capital estate, called Priors, which formerly belonged to Blackmore Priory. After 
the suppresssion of monasteries, it became the property of Richard Roger, and 
Robert Taverner; from whom it passed, through numerous proprietors, to Thomas 
Pocklington, Gent., of Chelmsford. 

Well House is an estate a little above Broomfield Green; it formerly belonged 
to Mr. Bullen, then to Mr. Bury, whose wddow conveyed it, by marriage, to 
Mr. Marsh, who, at his decease, left it to his daughter, from whom, ‘by will, it was 
conveyed to John Olinius, Lord Waltham. 

A little below the same green, and on the same side of the road, there is an estate 
called Butlers; in it belonged to Mr. Pascal, and afterwards .passed through 

several proprietors to Sir John Tryon, whose son, Sir Samuel, sold it to Robert 
\'incent, from whose family it passed to George Mertius, lord mayor of London in 
172;>. It was afterwards piirchaseA by DanieJ Scratton, Estp, from whose family it 
came to the Rev. Jonatlian White, ^icar of Weathersfield, who rebuilt the house, 
improved the gardens and grounds, and rendered it a pleasant and genteel residence. 

(lutters is an estate so called, on the same side of the road, about a mile and half 
from Chelmsford ; it formerly belonged to the Lake family, who resided at Witham, 
of whom it was purchased by Mr. John Judd, of Chelmsford. 

Near Priors there is an estate called Scrauels ; it formerly belonged to the Boosey 
family, afterwards to Mr. Daniel Harrington, of Waltliam. 

The church has the appearance of great antujuity. It has a north aisle, separated 
from (he nave by pillars and circular {wches, mod(?rnized. There is the remnant of a 
wooden screen between the nave and chancel, and at the >vest end a circular tower, in 
•whiidi there used to be three bells ; but one of them has fallen down and is broken to 
pieces. SjM'cimcns of stained glass appear in several of the windows. Round towers 
of this description attaclietl to parish churches in England are generally attributed, by 
tradition, to the Danes, jwrhaps owing to their being found solely in the counties 
where those people seftled, principally in East Anglia (Ni^Wblk and Sufiblk). They 
alwfiys bear evid(‘nt marks of very great antiquity, and even the ornamented circular 
arch, where it occurs* has alm()st invariably the ^stiVmgest possible appearance of being 
modern addition when compared with the body of the Avork. 

Near tl^e communion rails, in the church, there is a black nllirble stone with 
the Ibllowing inscription, above which there used to be two effigies, cut in 
bmss : - - 

“ Here lycth, expecting a joyful resurreCtion ; the bodie of Mr. Thomas Huntlyc, late 
citizen, and merchant adventurer of Ix)ndon, who married Rachel, the daughtef of Mr. John 
Pakc, of this toWne, Gentleman, who liad yssue by her two children, William and Ann. He 
departed this life tlie ^Jth (jay of April, 16|3. 
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Religio tibi sacra fuit, mores bene culti, feolix discessus, gloria finis erit. 

Godly was his profession, || lllcssed was his dissolution, 

Religious was his conversation, || Glorious shall b(! his resurrection.” 


Against tlic north wall of the church, on a neat marble m()num6nt, is a Latin 
inscription, of which the following is a translation : — 


In thee, O Lord, wc put our trust; 

Bencatli this part of tfie cliurcli rests in peace. 
Waiting for the coming of Christ, 

Thomas Manwood, Gentleman, 

Proprietor and itihahitani of the mansion called 
Priors, 

5n this parish, 

Son of John Manwood, Esq., compiler of 
A learned treatise on the Forest Laws ; 

And nearly allied /o Roger Manwood, 
Knight, and Chief Baron of tlie Exchequer 
In the reign of Elizabeth : 
lie died the 20th of September, in the year of our 
Lord 1050, 

Aged 03 ; 

lie married Ann, daughter of Thomas Love, 

A Vice-admiral in King James’s navy. 

And left an issue three sons and six daughters. 
Near him is interred John Manwood, Gent., 

Son of the above-named Thomas, 

Who departed this life April 11, 


In the year of our Lord, 1705, and of his age 03 : 
lie marrieil Diana, ilaiighter of Richard Gold, 
Merchant, of London, 

By whom In? h?ft issue one son, Thoiiwus, 

And two daughters, Diana and Katharine, 

} Of whom 

: Katharine married the Rev. Oliver Pocklington, A.M. 

I 

Rector of Chelmsford ; 

SIic was 

, A virtuous wife and tender parent, 

And a kind stepmother, 

i 'And died 2.Stli of March, in the year 1710 ; 

She left issue Katharine, I’homas, Diana, and Anil; 
The last of these lies hurital near her father, 
i Tliomas, 

' The only one* now remaining of the name, 
j And heir to the estate, 

Hath, at his own (tept'iise, 

! Erected this monument 

i To the memory of his ancestors, 

" January the 20th, 172S. 


Walter clc Mandcville gave this church, with the lauds, tithe, and all that belong 
to it, to the jiriory of the Holy Trinity in London, and to the canons, there, and this 
gift was coniirrmed by King Henry the Third, in and, in lfi9.1, Hishtip 

Gravesend ordained a vicarage here, reserving to himself and sueeessors the noun- 
nation of the vicars, who were to he presented by the prior and convent. At the 
suppression, the whole right and patronage of this vicarage? ^^V•^s presenti*d to tlie 
bishop of Fiondon, and ha» remained vested in his^siuxessors to the jinvsent time. 

The vicarage is a very good house, nearly opposite the cliurch, and was rebuilt by 
the IFev. John Gib.son. hh. IL, iuMictycar f750, since .wliich itlias undergone many 
alterations and improvements. 

The liev. Edmund I’yrwhitt, incumbent here in I7()ii, procured twr« liunilred 
pounds from the governors of (Jueen Afiii’s bounty, lor the augiiientation of this small 
living, the valuation of which, in the king’s books, is 7/. 13.y. 1 y/. • 

The impropriate tithes, on the Suppressioihof the priory of tlie Holy Trinity, were 
granted by King Henry the Eighth, with the parsonage, to William Harris^ from 
whom tlrey came to Richard, Lord Rich, who made them part of the* endowment of 
his free-scliool and ahns-liouse at Foisted, ^and there wjis ordered to paid, 
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alms-house, eighteen bushels of wheat and twenty-nine bushels of malt. 

Parsonajrc- The parsonage-house, glebe, and great tithes, are held by lease, and the liouse and 
house. estate have beqn greatly improved by John Hill, Richard Price, the honourable 
Edward Finch Hatton, and other later lessees, by which it has been made a very 
elegant and commodious gentleman’s seat. Some part of the house was built by the 
Devereux family, whose arms are cut in stone over one of tlie fire-places. 

Charities. The charitable donations in this parish consist of a large parcld of land, the 
original intent of which is not known, and two tenements on the south side of the 
green, nearly opposite the church, given in the year 1700, by Mr. Thomas Woolard, 
and since converted into a workhouse. There is also an alms-house fpr two dwellers, 
but without endowment. 

Patrick The learned^ Patrick Young, M. A., resided in this ])arish, with his son-in-law, 
Yoiuijr, Atwood, Esq., at the parsoliage house, and died there' in 1052. He was 

educated at St. Andrew's, and graduhted at Oxford in 1005. He became keeper of 
the king’s library at St. James’s, and published St. Clement’s Epistle to the Romans, 
(Ireek tind Latin, in 1007. On account of his profound knowledge of the Greek 
language, he was employed to print the Septuagint from the Alexandrian MS,, 
presented to King Charles the First by Bishop Cyril Lucar, but did not live to 
finish that work. 

'riiuniMs Thomas Cox, M. A., a man of some celebrity, and learned, was vicar of Broomfield 
Cox, M. A. February, 1085, to January, 1731q he translated Dupin’s Life of Christ 

and his Apostles, from the French, and that author’s abridgment of his Ecch‘siastical 
History, in four volumes. From the Latin, he translated Pancirollus of I’hings Lost, 
"htfo volumes. From the Greek, Plutarch’s Morals. He also compiled a great 
[)art of a complete History of England; and six quarto volumes of the Magna 
Britannia. 

CHIGKALL. 

f 

Two parishes of tllis name are united tb eacl\ otRer, and also to Broomfield, on the 
west-north-west. The name is written in records Chignall, Chighcnalc, Chingen- 
hall, Chiakenhall, and, in Domesday, Cingehala. These parishes are small, yet, in 
the Saxon timesj they were lield by eleven" proprietors, Godwin, Ulwin, Lefsun, 
Lturic, Lewin, Alcstan, Sauin, a priest, Ersin, and three freemen; and when the 
general survey was taken, the lord paraiuount was Gcofrey Mandeville, whose under- 
tenants were Richard and Ralph ; and Lcuric and Lewin were periniUcd to enjoy 
what they had before held. Richard Gernet held also some part. 
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CHIGNALL ST. JAMES, OR GREAT CHIGNALL. 

This parish is about four miles north-west from Chelmsford, and thirty-one from 
London. On its north-western extremity it joins the parish of Mashbury and the 
hundred of Dunmow. 

A considerable portion of the soil of this district is described as a wet strong loam 
on a clayey marf bottom, ncitlier of easy management nor by any means very pro- 
ductive. 

The population consists of one hundred and fifteen males, and one hundred and two 
females ; total, two hundred and seventeen. 

There are two manors in this parish ; of these, that called Chignall St. Mary and 
St. tTames, from there having been formerly two churches liere dedicated to those 
saints, it may be inferred, was divided into two proprietorsliips.* The names 
of Chiggenhall-Tany and of Chiggenhall-Zoyn are applied to tliis manor in records. 
The manor-house is about half a mile north-west from the church. The family of 
Tany, or De Tany, called also Thani, tverc the earliest recorded proprietors of this 
manor; they were barons of the realm, and possessed also the manor of Stapleford- 
Tany, Theydon Bois, Elrnstcad, Greiit Stambridge, and Latton. From this family it 
passed, by marriage?, to John dc Drokensford, who died in 1841, and whose daughter 
and heiress married Thomas, the son and heir of Sir Thomas de Mandevillc, of Black 
Motley. Afterwards this manor was possessed by the families of Nevill, William dc 
Boluin, earl of Northampton, Thomas of Woodstock, William Bourchier, earl of Eu, 
and the Staftbrd family, when, upon tlie death of Edward Stafford, earl of Bucking- 
ham, who, through the treachery of his steward, Charles Knevet, was beheaded i:i 
1.521, it came to the crown, and was soon afterwards gi-anted to Christopher Rocliestcrf 
and Henry his son, during their lives, and after them to Ambrose Barker, Knt., from 
wliosc family it passed to Sir William Petre, Knt., mid* aft«!rwar^s became the pro- 
perty of Thomas Bcrney Biyimston, Esep ofJSkrcens. 

Hawes, called also Hittats, is a manor, so named from two owmers. fhe house* is 
about a mile from the church, on the Ij^ft-lfand side of the road»to Chelmsford. In 
the year 12f)5, Joane dc Brianzon grajited a tenement and lands here to John dc 
Hotot; and in 1529, John Woode held this manor of the king, in capite, as of his 
manor of Chignall-Zoyn, whicli was to rewrt to his majesty after the death of the duke 
of Buckingham. From these records it is known that the manor of Hawes was in 
the eastern part of tlie parish. In 1638 it b^’fonged to William Peacock, Esq., and 
afterwards to .the Rev. lidward Herbert, rector of Cranhaiu and North Okendon, 
from whom it passed to Mr. Haiibury, of Coggeshall. This manor-hfiise is dilled 
Great HawSs, and there is a house opposite to it named Little Hawes, which formerly 
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belonged to Mr. Blackall, a woollen-draper in London, brother to Ofspring Blackall, 
bishop of Exeter. 

The church is a small neat building of brick and stone, with a wooden spire, and 
bells. 

At a small distance from the church is the parsonage-house, pleasantly situated, 
and a very good building. 

Belonging to the glebe there is a siiuill field, called St. Mary’s Croft, which w^as 
formerly the church-yard belonging to the church of St. Mary. 

The living is a rectory, valued at 10/. 14.s. Id. 

On a black marble stone, near the communion rails, is the following : 


Horo lies the Kcv. Thomas Stoi k, 

Rertor of Chickiiall St. .lames and <if Mashhury, 
Son of Thomas Slock, of 
Much llalliiifrjmry, in tin* county of Essex, 
And .Tohaiiiiah his wife. 

He was 

The kind husband ; 

The indidf(cnt master ; the generous friend ; 


A father to tlm poor ; 

In the work of the* ministry faithful ; 
In the labour of tlic Lord diligent ; 
His charity spol^e him a Chri.stian ; 
His zeal for fM>d’s honour a priest ; 

In deatli lamented, and in life beloved. 
He died Feb. 7th, 171I-, aged 51. 


A charitable donation of land, producing 4/. Uw. 8f/. a year, was bequeathed to the 
poor in the year 170f/, by Thomas Woolard. 


(IllGNALL SMEALEY, OR LITTLE CHIGNALL, 

Lies north of Great Chignall ; it is one of the smallest parishes in the county, con- 
taining only about three hundred acres of land, and much of the soil is of an inf(u*it>r 
description. 

• The population consists of thirty-eight males, and thirty-six femalcsi^ total, seventy- 
four. 

There are two manors in this parish ; tlie oldest of which seems originally to have 
included the whole -till the year MOO. This manor is called Dives Hall ; and the 
house, which is partfy surrounded by a moat, is about a quarter of a mile south-east 
of'thc church. The greater part of it was built by tlie Luckyn family. Oeofrey de 
Mandevillc seems t(t have been lord pawmoin^t di tlie two Cliignalls, for Dives Hall 
was licld under him, by John Trenchfuill, in tlie time of Henry the Second. It 
afterwai\l^i came to the Dive * family, who were succeeded in these possessions by the 
Rotetourts, front whom it again reverted to ite former j)osscssors. It belonged tn Sir 
.loliii de Philibert, Knt. in 1381, who held a court here in 133f/. A court was held 
herti by .lohn de lllegh in 1333, and frgm him it \^ent to the Blount family. It was 

in the possession of John Glascock in 141/9, and was retained by that family till 1559, 

« 

* Hugh, son of'Otto, hchl the manor of Chignall, in the time of Edward the First, of Robert Dive, by the 
rent of one clovcgilly flower. ' 
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when it came to the Luckyn family, from whom it descended, by heirship, to Joseph chap. i. 
Brand, Esq., who sold it to Job Marple, M.A. vicar of Borcham. 

Tlie other manor is called Beremans, from a tenant of that name. It has belonged 
to the families of Porter, Chaplin, and Haslefoote; and, in 1677, was S 9 ld by Thomas 
Singleton, Gent., to Timothy Brand, Esq., of the Hide, in Frierning. 

Tlie church is small, built of brick; and there is at the west end a strong brick Church, 
tower, embattled, containing one bell. 

The rectory of*Chignall Snieley is valued in the king’s books at 5/. 6.v. 8^/. 

There is a marble monument against the north wall witli a Latin inscription, of inscrip- 
which the following is a translation: 

“ Sacred to the memory of Weston Styleman. sprung from Stylcinan and Manwood. The 
man wlio has obtained immortality, the prize he was in pursuit of, is above praise. Whoever 
would commend him, l^t it he done by imitating his virtue, benevolence, and, integrity. He 
died the 17th of October, 1738, in the 7Gth year of liis age, having inhabited Beadle s Hall, 
in this parish, for fifty years. Also Klizaheth, partner of his bed and grave, daughter of 
llohcTt Wood, of Barnstonc, in this county ; a woman of unblemished virtue, died August 23, 

1700, aged 56, Robert, Anne, Dorothy, Catherine, and Elizabeth, survived them (four were 
snatched away in their infancy), Anne died the 23d of November, 1738, aged 47. Robert, 
by his will, ordered this monument to be erected. lie was vicar of Stortford, in Hertford- 
shire, and did not degenerate from the virtues of liis ancestors, but, for thirty years, faithfully 
and punctually discharged the duties of his office, assisting others to the neglect of himself. 

He died December 7. 1749, aged 49, and, being mixed with the ashes of his family, he rests 
near tlie opposite wall.’* 

The following inscription is on a marble stone on the ground, in the body of 
the churcli. 

“ Here lyeth the body of Richard Lucky ns, of Dives Hall, in the parish of (^hicknall 
Smeley, in the county of Essex, Esq., and late sheriff, of that county, who married the 
daughter of William (’holmcley, of llighgatc, in the county of Middlescic, Es(|., who departed 
this life the 10th day of Marclf, 1657. Mt. 76.’” 

Viscountess Falkland, in 1776, left, bjj^ widl^one hundred poiiiu]^, the intcicst to be 
expended in bread for tlie poor. 


fill EAT, WALT HAM. 

The name of Waltham has been given to four parishes in tliis county, of which two Hn at W;.i- 
are distinguished by the ei)it};cts,* greai, or* ?nagna, and or parva. The 

name is Saxon', Wealt-ham— a village in a wood, tliis district and also a great part of tlie 
county having been formerly covered with woods. Great W altham io in a central 
part of the county, and well watered by the ri^jpr Chelmer, wjiich passes through it, 
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and by numerous springs, which have their origin here. Next to Writ tie, it is the 
largest parish in the county, being seven miles in length, and bordering upon eleven 
other parishes. * 

The soil is ^considerably varied, but its general character is a wet loam, on a clay 
bottom, and much of it has been classed with the worst in the county, yet, with 
draining and judicious management, it is made to produce as good wheat as any 
other part : the annual average produce per acre is stated to be, of wheat, twenty-four 
bushels, and of barley and oats, thirty-two. 

The population of this extensive parish is nine hundred and eighty-seven males, 
eight hundred and ninety-six females; total, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-three. 

There are eight hamlets in Great Waltham, Church-end, South-end, llophey-grccn, 
Chatham-end, How-street, Littley-grccn, Fourth-end, and North-end. In the Saxon 
times tlicse lands were in the possession of Asgar and Ulwin ; and at the time of the 
general survey were held by GeOfrey dc Magnaville, and under him by Hubert, 
Walter, Turchill, and Roger. The whole was afterwards divided into seven 
manors. 

Waltharnbury is an extensive manor, containing eight hundred acres. The house 
is nearly a mile west-north-west of the church. As the Saxon word bupy imports, 
this was originally the capital family seat where the .lord’s court was kept. After the 
ancestor of the Mandeville family, the next possessor was William de Mandeville, 
wliose successor was tlic second Geofrey, the founder of Walden Abbey, to whom 
succeeded the third of that name, wdio marrying Eustachia, a kinswoman of King 
Henry the Second, and leaving her soon after, that monarch caused her to be divorced 
from him, and seizing two of his best lordships, Walden and WaltluRu, gave them to 
the lady. From Mandeville, it afterwards went to Geofrey Fitzpiers, w'lio was justice 
of England and earl of Essex; he died in \2V2f and his son, Geofrey, succeeded 
him, taking the suriwme of Atandevillc. From this family it passed, in 1227, with the 
earldom of Essex, to Henry dc Bohun, on his marriage whh Maud, the heiress of the 
Mandeville family. This nobleman was carl of Hereford and high constable of 
England. His successors, for several generations, continued to hold these estates. 
The last male heir was Humphrey, the sixth of that name, who dying in VA72, left 
only tw/> daughters, Eleanor and Mary, co-heiresses, Eleanor, the elder, was 
marwed to Thomas of Woodstock, duke of‘(jloucestcr, the sixth son of Edward the 
Third; and Mary, to Henry carl of Derby, wlu) was afterwards King Henry the 
Fourth. Eleanor had this manor, and many others, in purparty with the earldom 
of lissex and constahlesliip of England. Her husband was treacherously taken 

• It comes h;! to Little Waltham Bridge, and thence goes along the western side of the Braintree road, 
aiul jiassiiig Chatham Green, |t then crosses the road, and takes in some lands on the east side of it. 
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away from his seat at Fleshy, and barbarously murdered; and she died in 1399, 
leaving a son, Humphrey, who died unmarried, and four daughters, Anne, Joan, 
Isabel, and Philippa. Isabel was a nun, and Philippa died young. Joan had ibis 
estate for her part, and was married to Oilbert Lord Talbot, of Gojleric Castle and 
Blackmore ; on her death, without a surviving heir, this inheritance descended to 
Anne, tlie eldest daughter, who was successively married to 'Fhomas, and to Edmund, 
carls of Stiifford, and to William Bourchier, carl of Eu. It continued in this noble 
family till it was exchanged with King Henry the Fifth, from whom it descended to 
Henry the Sixth, Edward the Fourth and Edward the Fifth, and to Richard the 'riiirtl, 
who granted this manor to Henry Staflbrd, duke of Buckingham, he having assisted in 
placing him upon the throne but afterwards projecting, with others, to depose that 
usurper, he was betrayed by his steward, Ralph Banister, and, without arraignment 
or trial, beheaded at Salisbury. The manor coming to the crown on this occurrence, 
was granted by the isuccceding monarch, Henry life Seventh, to (^ueeil Elizabeth, the 
widow of King E(l\vard the Fourth, during her life, and after her death, in tin* year 
1,509, King Henry the Eighth gave it in dowser to Iiis first (piet*!!, Katharine of 
Arragon; upon whose death Sir Ridiard Rich obtained the grant of it, and it 
continued in his posterity till 1G78, when it became the property of Robert 
Montague, carl of Manchester, from whom it was conveyed, by purchase, to the 
family of Lord Waltham. 

Chatham Hall is about a mile east-north-east from the church, at some distance 
from the road to Chelmsford, 'riicre is a green near the hall, called Chatham Clrcen. 
This manor has been in the possession of the families of Mandeville, Legat, Spic(‘, 
Rich, and passed, in the same manner as Walthambury did, to the Ford Waltham. 

Warniu’s dt^rives its name from a family who were the first recorefed j)ro])rieto:#^ 
of the manor. Tlie house is about two miles from the church, on the left-liand side 
of the road to 1) unmow, Edmund Warner* held tliis estate, under llum])hrey de 
Boliun, earl of Hereford and Essex, in 13G0, and il continued^ in this family till it 
was purchased by Lord Rich, in 1,530, who had previously olMained a grant of the 
priory of Little Lees, with the lands and dcniesnes^bcfonging to that house, between 
which there was no other partition, than the^road; of these di^iesnes he formed a 
park about four miles in circumference, w hich extended from this parish into those of 
Lees and Felsted. It was calked Little Lee Park, and along the south side ol it, a 
pleasant green is called Little Lee Gret^n, wdiich name, ancient aiuLmodern authors 
have corrupted into Littley (been. This manor, with Lees Priory, were enjoyed by 
the posterity of Lord Rich, till, upon the pav4ition of the noble inheritance of that 


• Arms of Warner. Or, a bend onirrailcd, between six ciiitiut'foils, or roses, three and tliree, 
arc carved in several parts of the eeilinj^ of the souili aisle of ihe church of Great Waltham. 
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whose son and successor sold them to the guardijins of Edmund Sheffield, duke of 
Buckingham, of whom this manor was purchased by Herman Olmius, Esep, a 
descendant of wjiom conveyed it to Guy’s Hospital, London. 

Hide iii.ii. Hide Hall is about half a mile north-east from the church. James de la Hyde had 
possessions here in 13i34. His daughter, Elizabeth, is called, in the Inquisition, 
“ Ididy de Hemenhale.” It is iincertfiin whether the family gave its surname to, or 
derived it iVom this manor. Petin* at Hyde was living in 1363, and 7’homas at Hyde 
was witness to a deed in I tK), but this family is not afterwards mentioned. In 16^^3 
this estate was in the })Ossession of John Hawkins; and his successor, of the same 
sonii name, sold it, about the year 1650, to John Sorell, Gent.,* who mamed tlie daughter 
of 'I'homas Aylett, of Coggeshall ; she died in 16'fci. Their son ancl heir, John, of 
Hide Hall and Waltham Parsonage, married the daughter of Richard Hale, of 
Beckenham, in Kent. Richard, his second and only surviving son, married the 
daughter of John Wise, Gent., of Berkshire, and died in 1738, without issue, and 
was the last of tin* male line of the family. Sarah, his sister, had a grandson, 
named John Sorell Hay, who was his licir^ but lie left this estate to Dr. 'fyson, 
a physician of London. The Sorell family had another estate in this parish, not 
far from How-street, (*alled Hill House; they were likewise lessees of the parsonages 
of Hide Hall and Stebbing. 

South House manor is called, in old writings, the hamlet of South House, and, 
in the court rolls of Waltham, Lc Southend, also Bybbesworth-fee, from an ancient 
owner of that name. The mansion is alioiit tlircc (piarters of a mile south-west 
Irom the church. The Bibbesworth family held this manor from the lime of King 
» Wenry the Third, in the comnienceuieiit of the thirteenth century, to the year 133(5 ; 
and aft(*rwards persons of this name are mentioned in writings, as holding the estate 
to the time of Henry the Sixth, in the year 1418. Thomas Barley held this manor 
in riglit of his wife, jloan,* the«aflnl and heiress of the last of the Bybbesworths ; and 
it continued in the possession of this fiimily till tlie thirteenth of King Charles tlic 
First. It lias since been in thv possession of Mrs. ^Vestland, and afterwards 
belonged to West /Uidrew Blackaller, ol^ Abingdoi;i, in Berkshire. 

LaM-;K \s. Langleys is a manor, also called Marshalls, or Mariskalls; the house is a quarter 
ol’ a mile from the church, pleasantly situated on an eminence, below which a brook 
Hows ()n the north, and on the south tbp river Cheliner. The family named 
\lar('skiill or Marshall, flourished here, from the time of King John to that of 
Fahvard the Third ; William le Marer.kull was Hying in ltS36. About this time it 
camt* to the family of Langley. A moiety of the estate afterwards went to tin* 

* Anns ot* Sori-li. (Inlos, two I ioii.s passant, (.Tniincs. 

f- They took their s\irnaine from nib))ys\vorth Hall, in the parish of Kim])tuny in Ilcrtfonlsliire, 
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Slixtons, of Hormlon, and another moiety to the Cornish family,* of this parish ; but 
these portions of the estate were afterwards conveyed to the Everard family, the 
former by purchase, and tlie other by the marriage of I'homas Everard witli the 
daughter and heiress of John Cornish. The whole manor liavhig become tlu" 
property of the Everard family, they were afterwards settled here for many years, and 
rose to considerable eminence in the county. 

Ralph Everard lived in the reigns of Henry the Third and Edward the I'irst ; 
Walter, William and John were successively the heads of the family till tlu? time of 
King Henry the Seventh find King Henry the Eighth, when J'homas, the son and heir 
of the last mentioned John, became possessed of this manor. He bad by his first wife 
six sons and three daughters, and was succeedcnl in the estate by Richard, his fourth 
son, whose son, of the same name, was the next proprietor, and died in 15G1, holding 
Langleys, and various other extensive possessions in the county, Richard, his 
grandson, succeeded, who married the daughter of John W iseman, Esq., of (neat 
(Canfield, by whom he liad Anthony, Matthew* Hugh, and John, and a daiigliter, 
named Mary, who was married to John Wiseman, Esq., of Systed. Anthony, his 
eldest son, received the honour of knighthood in 1()03, but dieil before his father. 
He had two wdves; first, Anne, daughter of Sir Tliomas Jhirnardiston, Knt., ol 
Kedington, in Sufiblk, by whom he had Anthony, Richard, and Elii^abeth, and also 
Anne, who survived him, and became his heiress, and who was married to 
Sir William Maynard, Knt. and Bart., of (ireat Easton. Richard Everard mar- 
ried, secondly, Anne, daughter of Sir Anthony I'ellon, of Playford, in Suilblk, 
knight of the bath, by whom he had no children: he died in 1(>14, Hugh, the son 
of Richard Everard, succeeded to the estate. lie was high sheritf of^Essex in 
and married AJary, daughter of Thomas Brande, Esq., of Hormead, in Hertfordshire.' 
His son and heir. Sir Richard Everard, was created a baronet in by his wde 

Joan, daughter of Sir Francis Barrington, of Hatfield Broad (Jak, lie bail Richard, 
his eldest son and heir, Barrington, Everard, and ftobt*rt, wfu) had no childrmi; 
Hugh, Fellow of Emanutd College Cimibridge; W'inilred,* wife of Sir William 
Luckyn, Bart., of Little Waltliam Hall; aiul Joan and Frana-s, one of whom was 
married to John Cutt.s, lisq., of .(trkd«Mi. Cir Uirharirs soconffwifo was the mother 
of Sir Gervase Elways, of Stoke, in Sufiblk, but hy her ho had no children. His 
eldest son, Sir Richard, Knt. and Bart., succeedetl him, and was shcrifliof I'^ssex 
in Kil t. He married Elizabeth, dail^hler of Sir Henry Gibbs,* of l■’alkli>nd, in 
Scotland, gentleman of the bed-chamber to Ki.ig James the First ; by tliis will- 4 h' 
had Richard, Hugh, and Jane. Mis second ivife was Jane, daught('r of Sir M’illiam 
Finnet, master of the ceremonies to King James, and King Charles the First ; b) 


fit At'. 


l''v(r:iril 

iaiiul\. 


^ The arms of Cornish. SahU*. a chevron battelie, or, bf'twccn jliree rosi s, ar:jfiit. 
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this wife he had no children. He died in 169t, in tlie 70th year of his age. His 
second son, Sir Hiigli Everard, Bart., w^as bred to arms. He married Mary, the 
daughter of John Brown, M. I)., of Salisbury, by whom he had Ricliard; Hugh, 
who was drown'od in the great storm in November, 170i3, being lieutenant of the 
Ue.storation; Morton, killed onboaixl the Hampshire, commanded by Lord Maynard; 
and two daughters, Elizabeth, married to Henry Osborne, A. M., vicar of Great 
Waltham, rector of West Hanningfield, and afterwards vicar of Thaxstead, and 
Frances, who died unmarried. Sir Hugh died in 1705, aged 61. He was for some 
time reci.'iver general for the county, but left his estate much encumbered with debts, 
so that Sir Richard, his successor, was obliged to sell it, and bought himself a small 
estate at Broomfield. About the year 17531*, he l(*ft England, having been appointed 
governor of North Carolina, under the lords proprietors; but, being displeased when 
the crown ])urchased that province, he returned to London, whpre he died in 1732 . 
His lady, who survived him, and died in 1769, was Susanna, the daughter and 
co-heiress of Richard Kidd(‘r, 1). D*., bishop of Bath and Wells, who was killed in 
the before-mentioned storm of 1703, by the fall of a chimney. By this lady 
Sir Richard had two sons, Sir Richard, who succeeded him, but died unmarried in 
17453, and Sir Hugh, who came to an empty title, with a very small inheritance, 
and w'ent to Georgia, 'fhere were also two daughters, Susanna, married to David 
Mead, a Virginia planter, and Anne, married to George Lathbury, Gent.* 

Tlie manor of Langleys was purchased of the Everard family by Samuel Tufnell, 
Es(p,f who pulled down a great part of the old house, and erected a handsome and 
spacious new one, and made an extensive park around it. This house has been 
considerably improved by later proprietors of the same family. 

“ The rectory is a iir.inor, which was given to Walden Abbey ’oy (icofrey de 
]Vlandeville,J grandson of the founder of that house; on the dissolution of monasteries 
it became the ])roperty of Sir Richard Rich, of whom it was purchased by Sir Thomas 
Rope, Kilt., the founder of Trinity College, Oxford, who settled it upon the 
pro.sident and fellows of that foundation, 'binder whom tkc Sorell fiimilylield it for 
many generations. About the year IfJS l* the lease w'as purchased by John Rotheram, 
Es(j., the son of ifie Rev. .John RoUierlulm, vicar of Boreham, and rector of 
Springfield, of the ancient family of the llotherhams of Luton, in Bedfordshire, 
related tr Thomas Rotherham, archbishop of York, and founder of Lincoln College, 

• Anns of I'A’CTfiril. Arj^ont, a ft?ss wavy, between three etoiles, gules. Crest, on a torse, argent anil 

giiU s, a man’s bead eouped at ibe slumlders, argant, and eujipe bendy wavie of six, argent and sable 

These anus were iiuartered in several parts of this iioiisc with Bernardi^toii, Maynard, Barrington, Cornish, &c. 

t His fathers name was John, who married Eliwibeth, daughter of John JolifFe, Esq. Samuel 'I ufnell, 
E.v|. w.is representative in several parliaments for Mahlon, Colchester, Great Marlow, &c. 

t Geofrey de M.indeville gave lliis church to Hurley Priory, but his grandson had it again in an ex- 
change, and settled it ujum Walden.— Ansrl. vol. i. j). 363. 
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Oxford. John Rotherham, Esq., was an eminent counsellor at law, and took the ( IIAF. i. 
degree of sergeant in 1088, and was soon afterwards made one of the barons of the ~ 
exchequer, and knighted. He was succeeded by his son, John Rotherham, Esq., 
barrister at law, and recorder of Maldon, who married Mary, the datighter of Giles 
Alleyn, D. D., by whom he had five daughters ; Mary, who died unmarried; Anne, 
married to John Wyat, A. M., master of Felstcd school, and rector of Woodham 
Mortimer, of Pcldon, and Littlcj Waltham ; the third daughter was Elizabeth, 
married to Sir Theophilus Napier, Bart., afterwards to Thomas Howard, baron of 
l^ffingham, and lastly to Sir Conyers Darcy; Penelope, the fourth daughter, was 
married to a tobacconist in London ; and the fifth daughter, Frances, was married to 
Peter CurgenveU, a merchant in the East Indies, and afterwards to Lord Somerville. 

Mary, the eldest, to whom her father had bequeathed the lease, left it to her sister 
Anne, and on her dfatli, to the two daughters of Lord Effingham by his first lady ; 
of these, Anne was married to Sir William Young, Bart., and Mary was the wife of 
George Venables Vernon, Esq. 

The house is about a mile north-eagt from the church, near the river Chelmor, 
and was much enlarged and improved after it came to the Rotherham family. 

An estate in North-end, called Bullocks, was formerly the seat of John Wiseman, Nonlin nd. 
Esq., who settled here in the time of Henry the Sixth. He was the fir^it of this name 
who lived in Flssex, and from him the several branches of the family originated, 
respectively seated at Stisted, Great Canfield, Little Mapplestead, Bradocks in 
Wimbish, Rivenhall, Willingdale Dow, Great Baddow, Laingdon, Elsenham, 
Wigborough, and Mayland. Formerly, this family had possessions in Essex to tin* 
annual amount of seven thousand pounds. Three of them were honqured with the 
dignity of baroftet; William of Canfield, in l(fci8, Richard of Thundersley, in the 
same year, and Sir William Wiseman, Knt., of Rivenhall in IGfiO.* * nmiTly 

Besides the manors already mentioned, Mr. Monyit notices several other capital 
estates, of which Balls, about a mile from the church, was forni^*fly in the proprietor- 
ship of a family nam(!d Go^sdeves, afterwarcls of th^ THfncll family. 

Wisemans, near the church. vvis^■In.lll^. 

Fitz-Johns is a mile south-west of tfie clffirch : this •and the two last-mentioned, I’itz- Jeims. 
were held by the same proprietors as Balls. 

Israels is near Fitz-Johns, and some time ago belonged to a raer«liant of ImuN. 
Colchester, named Whaley. 


Blessed Baileys is in Chatham-end, and ^belonged to a family of 
of Lane. 


the name nu ‘ssnl 


• Arms of \J^iscman. Por palo, or and azure, on a clicvroji, two dragons cncountrant, countcr-clianged ; 
a chief, ermines, three coronets, argent. 
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Hill House is a lar^c farm belonging, some time ago, to Mr. Tyson; and a large 
house, not far from the church, called Wallops, belonged to the Tufncll family. 

The church is of brick, large and spacious, covered with lead ; about a dozen j)ews 
and a consider*able number of movable benches occupy the body of the building, and 
a south aisle and a chancel arc separated from it, on the north side of which there is a 
small vestry. An octagon tower at the west end contains six very good tuneable 
bells, and a set of chimes ; and above the tower a clumsy sjure rises, covered with 
lead. The whole of the inside of the church is well hnished and very neat. In the 
chancel there is a neat altar-piece, of wainscot, erected about the year 17J30; and in 
the vestry, a large parish chest, seven feet in length, three feet high, and three feet 
across, made of one piece of wood. 

The vicarage is a very good building, west from the church. 

This church, with the rectory and the vicarage, belong to Trinity College. Tt has 
been remarked as a singularity, that the vicar is endowed with the tithes of liay 
and other things besides the small tithes ; notwithstanding which, this extensive and 
burdensome cure remained a poor vicarage of about eighty pounds a year; but, in 
17dl, the patrons made a handsome addition to it of fifty pounds a year for ever, 
j)ayable half-yearly from the lessee of the rectory to the vicar, and further additions 
have been since made. 

In North-end, near the road leading to Dunmow, there is a little timber building, 
with n wooden turret, called Black ('hapel, being a chapel of case for this distant part 
ol the parish ; but the inhabitants bury tlieir dead in Waltham church-yard. 

A lady of the Wiseman family, seated at Bullocks, left a farm near this chapel for 
the cndownu!;it ot it, but part of the money goes to the poor. Several other chapels 
are mentioned in ancient records, as the pn^perty of tlui Maiidevilles and the 
Bybbesworths, but these have been destroyed. 

Partly over the western gate ol the church-yard there is an old building, called the 
Guild Hall, on account (as is believed) of the court meetings being held here. It is 
not known how it came into the possession of Queens Elizabeth, but she granted 
it to Hugh Coimsell, in the year Tt has since been converted into a 

workhouse. 

In the king’s books the vicarage of (jreat W^dtham is valued at 18/. lo.y. 4^/,, and 
is in til.’ patronage of Trinity College, Oxford. 

\\ ithin the church, on the north side, is a neat grey marble monument, bearing the 
‘following melancholy recital : — 

“ Near tliis place lyeth the body of Peter Curvengen, merchant. He was sent in his youth 
to ^le East Indies, where, attaining a thorough knowledge of the India* trade in all its 
branches, lie ac(|uired a plentiful fortune, and with all, what is more valuable, the universal 
character of a man of great honour a^d honesty, of inviolable faith and integrity, which 
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virtue he adorned with uncommon affability and jwliteness. Preparing, after a twent^^-live cilAP. l. 
years' absence, to return to his native country, he unfortunately fell into the hands of Can- 
najee Aiigria, admiral to the Sou Raja, then at war with the English, at Bombay, ancl 
remained in a miserable captivity five years ; during which time, with an unparalleled patience, 
generosity, and greatness of mind, he continued not only comforting, assisting*, and supporting 
his fellow-sufferers, but even refusing his own deliverance, without tliat of his companions in 
misery. At last, having freed himself and the rest by his own industry and management, he 
embarked for England^in hopes of sitting down in quiet, and enjoying the fruits of his labours. 

But seethe uncertainty of all tilings below! Just before his landing, a violent fit of the 
cramp seizing his thigh, and bursting the vein, though the effects were hardly discernible, yet 
was he forced, soon after his arrival in London, to have his thigh first laid open, and then cut 
off almost close tojiia body. Scarcely ever was the like operation performed! Never any 
undergone with more resolution and firmness, without so much as a groan, or the least motion 
to express his anguish. He outlived this operation twelve days, when the wound, bleeding 
afresh, he resigned his last breath, with a surprising scflateness and unconcern at leaving this 
world, being fully persuaded he was going to exchangp his j)erishable, for everlasting riches. 

He died .June 2G, 1729, in the 47th year of his age. He was son of William Curvengen, a 
gentleman of good family in Cornwall, and juarricci Frances, daughter of John Rotherham, of 
this parish. Esq., whom he left his sole executrix, having no issue, and who erected this 
monument over his grave, as a token of aflcction and gratitude." 

In the w'inclow on the north side of the churcli there is a very costly monument, 
to the memory of Sir Antony Everard, Knt., and his lady. It is within an arch of 
various kinds of marble, about fourteen feet high, and six and a half w^ide; the olligics 
of these dignified personages recline on two tombs, of which Sir l^verard’s is about 
two feet higher than that of his lady. Bcliind these figures, skulls and emblems of 
mortality a{)pear| above whicli is an elegant latin inscription, of whicli, the following* 
is a translation : — 

“Sacred to the memory of Lady Ann Everard, daughter of Thomas Baniarcliston, Knt., 
descended from the ancient family of the Barnardistons,* df Kedingtori, in the county of 
Suffolk, (who formerly bore tlm most ancient surname of Ncwinarchc, fir New Market,) and of 
the Lady Elizabeth Hanchet, his wife. Six weeks after hef lying-in, she was snatched away by 
a severe fever, and died a truly good foiter-potbeg, the 19th of DeccmVsr, in the year of our 
salvation 1609. She left behind her only one daughter, Anno.'’ 

The following is on the left-hand side of this iiionumcnt: 

“ Here resteth in assured hope to rise in tlhrist, the body of Sir Anthony Everard, •Knt., 
whoe departed this life in the yeere of our l^ord 1614, 3 yeeres after that he had erected thi# 
monument of his deerly beloved wyfe.* He left hqjiindc him one onely daughter, and heirc, 
since married unto Sir William Maynard, of this county, Knt. and Bart." 

On a tablet, on the opposite side, is inscribed ; — 
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HOOK 11. ** Here lyes ther carkascs, subject to corrupsion until ther blessed sowles shall once retorne 

and with them rise to glorye. Yf, answering ther uertues a tombe had bene prepared the had 
bene enshrined in gold, or stone more pricious.’* 


Oliaritif!-. 


Several infafttine figures appear in different postures; two arc embracing each 
other, with the names of Anonymous and Richard, written above their heads. 

Against the w\all of the south aisle the following is inscribed on a stone of 
grey marble: — 


Tills monument 

Covers not the ashes, but jierpctuates the memory 
Of Hugh Evcrarcl, second son 
To Sir Hugh Everard, <if Langleys, Bart., 

A son, though not born to the cstati* and honour of 
the faintly. 

Yet early inherited the virtue and bravery of it, 
The glories of whose infancy 
liaised our just hopes to expt'ct wonders from his 
manhood ; 

Tor, not being thirteen years of age, he left Felstcad 
school September 2‘1‘, 1700, 

And, on the 29th, he went under Cajitain WHiitaker, 
to convey king William from Holland. 
Though then a tempest arose, which destroyed 
many in his sight, 

'^'et the undaunted youth still had glory in view. 
The invitation of that, and the greatness of his soul, 
Lessened all the threntenings of danger. 
August l/i, 1702, after several voyages and hard- 
ships endured 
By laud and sea. 


A descent being made into Spain, 

His choice and request juit his courage upon action. 
Being the third that landed, and the Spanish horse 
coming upon them, 

The commander fell, by his hand, 

And the sword of the man before grazed the side of 
the young stripling. 

But now reader, 

Turn thy triumphant songs into mournful dirges, 
For the fatal 27tli of November, 1703, comes big 
with tempest and ruin, 

(Such as former ages m?vcr knew, and future will 
scarce credit), 

When our bravo young man, 

(Having changed his ship in order for new achieve- 
ments), 

And crew were swallowed up by the unsatiahle 
Godwin. 

Thus fell the age’s wonder, 

After he had established a reputation 
That shall never die. 


w. Beneath is a representation of the ship’s being cast a^vay on the Godwin sands. 

There arc several charities in this parish. Geofrey Child, in 1720, left one 
hundred pounds (which was laid out in land, and produced, in 178f5, five pounds ten 
shillings- per annurp) for'thc 4)^llcfit of the poor at North-end. J. Sliuttlcworth, in 
1727, left a rent chaige of five pounds fi^ir shillings per annum, for bread to twelve 
poor widows. R. Everard, in 1542, left a rent charge of one pound, to be divided 
between forty poor, householders. Thqre is ^alsQ a donation of sixteen shillings left, 
out of memory, for the poor, and Lord Rich left a charitable donation of four bushels 
of salt red and white herrings. 


' LITTLE W^\LTI1AM, OK WALTHAM PARVA. 

This parish joins, eastward, to Great Waltham, and is about four miles northward 
froiL Chelmsford and thirty-three from London. The road to Braintree, Sudbury, 
Bury, and various parts of Suftblk, lies through it. The river Chelmer also passes 
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through this parislu Its situation is remarkably healthy and pleasant, and it is very CHAR I. 
abundant in agricultural produce ; it contains one thousand nine hundred and fifty-ojie 
acres of land. 

The population consists of three hundred and nineteen males, three hundred Population, 
and one females ; total, six hundred and twenty. 

In the time of the Saxons, this district was in the possession of Lefstan, the abbot 
of St. Edmundsbury, and of Stanhard. In Domesday book, Eustace earl of Bologne, 
appears as proprietor^ his under tenant being a person named Lambert. The })arish 
is said to have four manors. 

Little Waltham, with Powers, after Earl Eustace, came into the possession of I.iitlcVVah- 
Robert de Tatteshall, a descendant of Eudo, who came into England at the liters! ' 
Conquest, and obtained of the conqueror, the lordship of Tatteshall, in Lincolnshire, 
from which he took his surname. Kudo’s son, named Hugh Fitz-Eudo, had three 
sons, Robert, William, surnamed Fitz-Ilugh, ami another William, 'surnamed de 
Dentune. Robert, the eldest, had Philip, conirngnly called Fitz-Kobert; and Fitz- 
Hugh, sheriff* of Berkshire in 1 119(), 1 197, and of Lincolnshire, in 1198, who died 

about the year 1199, leaving his son, Robert de Tatteshall, lord of Waltham manor. 

In 1205 he was shcriflT of the counties of Huntingdon and Cambridge, and died 
about 121 1, leaving by his wife Isolda Pantiilf; Robert de Tatteshall, the third of the 
name ; he married Mabel, or Amabil, (lie eldest of the four dHughtcrs and 
co-heiresses of William de Albini, earl of Arundel and Sussex, in whose right lie 
became possessed, in 1244, of very extensive estates, particularly of the castle and 
manor of Buckenham, in Norfolk, which was made the principal seat of the family. 

He died in 1211), leaving Robert, who, in 12(53, had leave to impark his wood 
of Little Waltham, within the bounds of the forest of Essex. By his wifi* Joan, 
he had a son, Robert, and three daughters; Emma, married to Adam de Cailli;, 

Joan, to Sir Simon de Dryby; and Isabel, to John de Orreliy. He was succeeded 
by his son Robert, who, on his death, in 1302, lefr, Jiy Eve his wife, daughter of 
Robert de Tibetot, Robert, who dying unmarried, the estate .Vas divided between 
Thomas, the son of Adam de Cailli, Joan de »Dryby, and Isabel, the wife of 
John dc Orreby. Upon the division ^of# this estate, Thomas, ,de Cailli had for 
his share, Little Waltham, Buckenham, and other possessions. He \vas sum- 
moned to four of the parliaments of Edward the Second, and died in 131(5, but left no 
children ; his sister, Margaret, was man’^ed to Roger de (’lilton, and Adam d(^ Clifton 
became his uncle’s heir. He married the daughter of Robert Mortimer, of 
Attilburgh, Knt., by whom lie ha^ CoiislaiitiiA*, who was knighted, but died before 
his father, leaving John, his son and heir by llie daughter of Sir William de la Pole, 
wdio, on the death of his mother, in 13(53, succeeded to the estate, and was summoned 
to parlianumt from the year 1377 to 1388. He died in the isle of Rhodes, leaving 
VOL. T. n 
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IU)()K II. (\)nstanline, his son and heir by his wife Elizabeth, daughter and co-lieiress of 
Ralph Cromwell, Knt. Constantine married Margaret, daughter of Robert Howard, 
Knt., of East Windh, by Margaret Scales, his wife, and died in 139(>, leaving 
John, his son and heir, and Margaret, afterwards wife of Sir James Knivet. 

John Clifton, afterwards knighted, married Joan, daugliter and co-heiress, of 
Sir Edward Thorpe, by whom he had Margaret, married to Sir Andrew Ogard, and 
in her right, the inheriUnce of the Cliftons was divided between the Ogards and the 
Knivets. But this manor did not come in amongst them, for Sir John de Clifton, 
who died at Rhodes, liad granted it to Richard de Waltham, and Margaret his wife: 
probably he mortgaged, or sold it to raise money for his voyage to Rhodes, or the Holy 
Land. He was succeeded in this manor by his son John Waltham, Esq., who died 
in 1418, and is buried in the chancel of tlie church, under a marble stone, with an 
inscription, in which he is styled “ lord of this vill.” His son, Richard Waltham, 
was the next possessor, and is also buried within the church ; he died in 1420.* 

John Mahon was the next lord pf this manor, who, dying in 1447, was succeeded 
in tin* possession by Thomas Mildmay, Esq., of Moulsham ; from which family it was 
conveyed, by purchase, to the Luckyn family, about the year 1025. This family of 
Luckyn originally settled at Good Easter, extended to Sandon, to Shenges in Great 
Baddow, and also in Much Waltham, but the most' considerable branches w^ere at 
l.cu kyii t*a- Chignall-Sinelcy, Little Waltham, and at Messing. William Luckyn, of Shenges, or 
Mascalls, in Great Baddow, married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Jenney, of 
St. Edmundsbury ; his son by her was William, born in 1594, created a baronet 
in 1028, and was shcrilf of the county in 1()37. He married Mildred, daughter of 
Sir Gamaliel Captd, of Rookwood Hall, in Abbess Roding, by whom he had Sir Capel 
. , laickyn, born in 1021, who married Mary the daughter of Sir Harbottle Grimston, 
and was seated at Messing Hall : who had issue William, of Little Waltham 
Hall; and Jane and hjlizabeth. Sir William’s second wife was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir Edward* Pi nchon, of Writtle; by her he had three sons and four 
daughters; slie died, in 1057. William, tlie second son, was created a baronet in 
1001; he married Winifrid, thev6third daughter of Sir Richard Everard, of Great 
Waltham, Bart., by„whom he had one daughter, 

.Fohn lidwards, Es(|.J the next proprietor of the manor, was of Huntingdonshire, 
and held also estates in Cambridgeshire, and at Depden, in this county. He married 
Susanna, the eldest daughter of Sir Richsurd Munden, Knt., commodore of the 
s(piadrou which retook St. Helena from the Dutch, in 1073, and brother of Sir John 

• Waltham’s arms. A cross floric, countercharged with a bordure charged with ten trefoils, slipped, 
f Arms of l.uc'kyn, of Little Waltham. Sable, a fesse dancettc Ijetween two leopards’ heads, or. Crest, 
<ui a torsi*, or and sable, a demi-grilHn segreant/or, langued and talloned, gules, on a castle triple- 
towelred port displayed, or, garnished sable. 

I Arms of Edwards. Ermines, a lion rampant, gules. 



HUNDRED OF CHELMSFORD. 


im 

Munden, Knt. rear-admiral of the red.* By her he had Henry, John, M. D., of chap, i, 
Colchester; Susanna, wife of James Chalmers, rector of Lummarsh, and Wickham, 

St. Paul ; Catherine, married to Daniel Scratton, of Broomfield, Gent. ; Elizabeth, 
wife of Joseph Jekyll, of London, and Anne, unmarried. The bldest was of 
Lincoln's Inn, and became master in chancery, but was injuriously affected by the fall 
of Lord Chancellor Macclesfield. To make him some amends, a newly created office 
of Accountant in chancery was given to him, but he died soon after, in 172G. He 
married Sarah, the only daugliter of Richard March,*)- of London and Enfield, by 
whom lie had John, an attorney, Sarah, Henry, an attorney, and Richard. In ITGl, 

John Edwards, Esq. sold his estate lierc to Daniel Harrington, Gent. 

Powers, Sheqicotcs, and Walkfares were formerly called manors, but arc now Powers, 
included in Little Waltham. cIS and 

The maiision-hous,e of Powers is on the road tp Boreham, about a mile east from " 
the church ; Slieepcotcs is in the fields, half a mile from the church, in a north- 
easterly direction. 

The situation of the manor-house of Walkfares is not known; it is entered in 
Domesday book as being in Boreham. 

In ancient writings. Powers and Walkiares are frequently mentioned, together or 
apart, as “ the manor of Waltham Parva and Boreham.” They were ^so named, as 
held by Robert dc Boreliam, in the time of Edward the First, and afterwards by 
Burnet, bishop of Bath and Wells, John dc Handlo, John Lovel, of Tickmarsh, in 
Northamptonshire, and others of that family, of whom Sir William Lovel, Knt. 

Lord Lovel died in 1454, possessed of Powders, Walkfares, and Great Boreham. 

He married Alice, daughter and co-heiress of Jolin Deincourt, Knt.; tlieir son 
was Sir John *Lovcl, Knight, created Lord Lovel, who died in 14G9, leaving, 
by Joan his wifi?, sister of William Viscount Beaumont, Francis Lord Lovel, 
advanced, in 1482, by King Edward the Fourtli^ jto the dignity of Viscount 
Lovel. He was attainted by act of parliament, in 1485, for^cakling and abetting 
the usurper Richard the Third ; and tlmse posf^?ssk)ns were afterwards granted, 
by Henry the Seventh, to John de \'ere, earl of Oxford, who had sufl'ered greatly 
in the cause of the house of Lancasibr, afid had assisted in placing the crown 
on Henry’s head: on his death, without heir, King Henry the Eighth gave the estate 
to Thomas Boleyn, father of Queen Anne Boleyn ; he was afterwards^ created carl of 
Wiltshire and Ormond, in whicli honours he was succeeded by his son, (ieUrge 
Viscount Rochford, who fiilling a sacrifice to IJenry’s arbitrary power and ungovern-* 
able passion, in 1586, thtse es^tates reverted again to the crown, and, the following 


• Arms of Munden. (Jules, .i cross engrailed, or, charged with four lozenges, sable; oii^ dexter caftton, 
ertnines, three anchors erect, azure, one of them covered with the canton, 
t Anns of Abirch. Sable, a saltier, argent, between four lists’ heads erased of the second, languetl, gules. 
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year, were granted to William Mildmay, Esq., of whose posterity they were purchased 
by Richard Banning, of Dedham. From this family they were afterwards conveyed, 
by marriage, to Lord Dacre, whose successor to this property was his son Henry 
Lennard, Esc}., on wliosc decease, in 1703, he left three daugliters, minors; 
Margaret, the cildest, married Colonel Lanow, whose son succeeded him in Sheepcotes; 
but the farm called Powers was purchased by Mr. Thomas Holmstead, of Braintree. 

This manor or lordship of Powers was disafforested by Paul Viscount Bayning, 
who compounded with the crown for that purpose. 

The manor of Boycroft and Blastard’s-fee lies on each side of the road from 
Waltham bridge to Chelmsford; and the mansion belonging to it is only a small 
cottage, on the left-hand side, a little beyond the turning at the watch-house. The 
court is called here, but adjourned to a barn, in a wood, called Sparhawks, on the 
opposite side of the road. , 

Stonedge, or Stonage is a good farm in tlie north-west part of the parish, by the 
east side of the Braintree road. 

The church, dedicated to St. Martin, is oi) an eminence at a short distance from 
the village ; it is small, and the body is not separated from the chancel. At the west 
end there is a square tower of stone and brick, embattled, in which there are five 
bells. The church is kept in excellent repair, and the font and an elegant altar- 
piece are of modern workmanship. 

The parsonage house is a very good iincient building, modernized, not far from tlie 
church, and near the river Chelmer ; it is surrounded by rural scenery of the most 
agreeable description. 

Originally,, the advowson of this rectory was in a family surnamed Chively, and was, 
by William de Chively, given to tlic priory of Hatfield Peverell.* The rectory is 
valued at 11/. 10.^. 

Tliere are few monuments ip this church, but the following on account of their 
antiquity, deserve to .be noticed. 

Under the figure of a man wi bfass armour standing uj]^!! a talbot, is the following 
inscription in black letter : — 

mi 

• 

• The {frant wa-s in these words : — Sciant presentes ct futuri, quod ego Willclmus de Chcvclly filius et 
hercs WilJchni de Chevclli dodi et hac Carta confinnavi Eccle.siam de Parva Waltham cum omnibus perti- 
nenciis Rvtis Ecclesiu Sancte Marie de ITaedfeld et Monchis Alhani ibidem dc servientibus in liberam fit per- 
petuam. Eleinosinam sicut pater mens Willielnius earn ‘illis carta sua aiictoritate et confirmatioiic. (jilberti 
Londiiiensis Kpiscopi dedit ct confirmavit. Hanc confinnationcm feci eis pro stilutc Domini mci Henrici 
regis, et llegiiie, et pro anima patris mei ct pun salute mea et matris mcc, et omnium amicorum meorum. 

Hiis testibus Petro Abbate Cogh. Radulfo de Altd Ripa Archdiacono^t^holeccstre with fifteen 

others named . . . etmultis aliis. The donor’s seal is afHxcd, on which is circumscribed, in Saxon 
lettcMs ‘ Siggilluui Willi Clieveli pincertia Reg.” He was cup-bearer, or butler, to King Henry the First. 
The Gilbert, bishop of London, mentioned in the deed was Gilbert Foliot ; it is without date, as most ancient 
deeds are. From the originaj in the possession the late Authur Dabbs. ' 
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Hie jacet Johannes Waltham, Armig. quondam dominus hujus Villae, qui obit 21 die CHAP. l. 
Decemb. An. Dom 1418.** 

Inscri])- 

TRANSLATION. 

“ Here lies the body of John Waltham, Knt., sometime lord of this village,' who died the 
21 st day of December, in the year of our Lord 1418.** 

Near this, there is another, in the same characters, which is as follows; — 

Hie jacet Uichardus Waltham, qui obit 27 die menses Oct. An. Dom. 1426.*’ 

TRANSLATION. 

“ Here lieth Richard Waltham, who died, the 24tli day of the month October, the year of 
our Lord 1426.** 

There is cl good mansion with some land belf^nging to it called Xwainhall, or ('haritirs. 
Channels ; all or part of it was formerly appropriated by a pei*son the name of Thomas 
Cowleman to the purpose of finding a cliantry priest, an anniversary, an obit, and 
lights or lamps in the church. This estate, on the suppression of monasteries, coming 
to the crown, was granted, in 1553, to Uicliard Ilamonde, Esq. and Roger Pridcaux, 

Gent., from whom it was purchased by Roger Poole, and left in trust for the repairs 
of the parish church of Little Waltham, and for other ])ious uses. This esUitc, in 
1786, produced 75/. per aunum. Mr. John Alleyn, the son of Giles Alleyn, 

M. A., formerly rector of this parish, gave by his will, dated 1762, 500/. to 
purchase land, the rent of which is to be employed in binding out ai)prentice the 
children of the poor of this parish, and the overplus, if any, to be distributed 
among the i)oor people of the parish, by the minister and churchwardens. This 
estate, in 1786, 'produced 80/. per annum. 


GREAT LEIGHS, OR LEES.# 

This is one of two contfguous parishe.sj about sjx or seven miles north-cast frorn J**T‘*^ 
Chelmsford, and thirty-six from London; it js five miles from Braintree. I'he name is 
from the Saxon leje or Ica^ leah, fi pasture or untilled ground, a condition it 
undoubtedly was in when first so named. In Domesday-book it is written Lega and 
Legra, and in old deeds, Leghs, Lighs, and Lees. The entries^ in D(fmcsday 
relating to Lega, or Legra, are not distinct, from which may be inferred, that aflhat 
time the parishes were not separated. 

Great Leighs is computed do contain twd thousand acres of land. There are Soil, 
varieties of stfil in this district, with a very considerable portion of waste ground. 

Some parts are described as a hard gravel, improvable by a mixture of marly clay ; 
some others present a sandy loam, fertile and pioductive, on a*clay bottom. 
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The [lopulation is one hundred and six males, and seventy-five females ; total, one 
hundred and eighty-one. 

I'lie owners of these possessions, in the Saxon times, were Edric, Ansgar, or 
Esgar, Scalpfn, Godric, and Ulmar; and, at the time of the general survey, they 
belonged to luido Da])ifcr, Geofrey dc Mandevillc, and Eudo, bishop of Bayeux. 
This parish of Great Leighs has eight manors. 

Great Leighs has a good mansion near the church, and was, at the general survey, 
held by Eudo Dapifer, who died in 1120, and was buried in the Abbey of St. John’s, 
in Colchester. Margaret, Ins only daughter, afterwards conveyed this manor, in 
marriage, with other possession.^, to William dc Mandcville, son of Geofrey de 
Mandeville, and fatlic*r of the earl of Essex of the same name. The under-tenants 
of Mandeville were Tani and Bovill, 

Rob(*rt dc IPani lived in the tim^ of William the Conqueror, ;ind his successor was 
Ilasculf de Tani, who, in 1140, had a great suit with Hualo dc Abrincis, and gave a 
fine to the king that he might enjoy, in demesne, those lands in Essex which 
William de Boevill unjustly d(?taincd from hipi. llainald next succeeded ; and to him 
Gruel, or Grailand, de Tani, who seems to have been the last of the family that held 
lands here. Gtvell de Bovill lield under him one fee, and three fees and a half of 
the old feofinpnt. He held also six knight’s fees and a half of Geofrey Mandcville, 
earl of Essex. In the time of Henry the Third, William de Bovill kept a court 
ihere, and another of the same name held seven fees and a half here of Hum- 
phn^y de Bohun, earl of Hereford and Essex, about the year 1703, which is 
the last account of the Tani or Bovill family in this parish. 

Humphrey, de Bohun held this manor of Great Lees in 1361, and died in 1372, 
leaving two daughters ; Eleanor, married to Thomas of Woodstock, duke of Gloucester, 
and Mary, who was niarried to Henry de Bolingbroke, earl of Derby, son of John of 
Gaunt, duke of Lancaster, wlv^ afterwards was raised to the throne as King Henry 
the Fourth, which *eyent brought this and many other lordships to the crown, where 
it^ remained, till King Henry thy Eighth', in 1501), scttfcd it in dower upon (iuecn 
Katharine of Arraj^on, under the seal of ^the duchy of Lancaster, and at her decease 
gave it to Sir Thomas Audley, Knt.,* who) on the marriage of his daughter with 
Thomas Howard, duke of Norfolk, gave it to that nobleman. From this family it was 
sold trt Thomas Mildrnay, Esq., of Moulsham, from whose family it passed to 
Richard Bayning, Esq., and from that family, by marriage, to Lord Dacre, whose son 
'Henry, succeeding him, gave it to l^s eldest daughter, Margiiret, who was married 
to Colonc‘l Lanow. Paul Viscount Bafyning effected the disafforesting of this manor. 

Lions, or Lions Hall, has a mansion-house near the west end of tke church. It 
is supposed be wliat is entered in Domesday under the name of Laghen-bcria, at that 
time in the possession of Odo, bisho]\ of Bayeux. It is believed to have come to the 
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crown at the same time as the manor of Great Lees, and has passed through the 
same proprietorships. 

Bishop’s Lccs manor anciently belonged to the bishopric of Norwich,* but was 
afterwards tiiken from that appropriation, and has belonged to the families of 
Mildmay, Shaw, Wyerd, Colleyn, Marion, Mead, Man, Cheveley, of'London, and 
Mr. Ralph of Reine. The house, called Bishop’s Hall, is in Church-end, near the 
parsonage. 

Oobions is a ipanor which took its name from a proprietor, of which family was 
Sir Thomas Gobion, who held these lands in 134J). It has since passed througli 
numerous proprietors; in 1376 it belonged to Sir Walter Lee, and afterwards to Sir 
Richard dc Bedford; soon after to Sir Thomas Mandeville, whose son, Thomas, 
died in 1399. Joan and Alice, his two sisters, w’ere his heirs, and William Barry, 
Esq., son of the said Joan, was possessed of Gobions in 1472; and in 1569 James 
Clerk, of East Farley, in Kent, and Mary, his vwfe, daughter of Edward Saxbye, 
sold this estate to Robert Lord Rich. It next went to the Colh^yn family, and to a 
gentleman of the name of Mead, and to Mr. Ashurst, of Castle Hcdingham. Tlic 
mansion of Gobions is a good old liouse,.on the green called Gobions Green. 

Mulsham Hall manor lies below Young s-end, and has a mansion to the west of the 
Braintree road. In the Saxon times, it was in the possession of Godric and Ulmar, 
but at the general survey it belonged to f)do, bishop of Bayeux. What (iodric 
held came afterwards to be called Great Molsham, and the other Little Molsham. 
The family of Mclsham derived their name from this place, of whom IMiilip dc 
Melsham was living in 1294, and John in 1300. It belonged to the Skreens, of 
Roxwell, some time afterwards ; William took the degree of sergeant at law in 1409 : 
he had two sons; Sir William, of Roxwell, and Thomas. Thomas Skreen, on his 
death, in 1466, field this manor of the prior of St. .fohn’s of Jerusalem. John, of 
the same family, was the next heir; he was a knight, and died in 1474'. John Clerk, 
son of Christina, sister of Sergeant Skreen, was heir to Sir Jphn Skreen, and, jointly 
with his wife, in 1482, passed the manors of Mulsham, Rraharii}=;,*And Warrocks, by 
fine in the king’s bench, to* Geofrey Young, and «^)hif Rampstone, in trust for Sir 
Thomas Montgomery, of Faulkbourn Hfill, j)ut for the use of Roland Blount, second 
son of Lora, wife of Sir Thomas, and relict* of Sir John Blount, and the heirs of 
Roland; in default of whom they were to go to William Blount Lord Montjoy, and 
his heirs. Thomas Denny purchased the estJitc of this proja ietor, and it afterwards 
was conveyed to William Walsingham, fesep, for the use of John Gates, of 4hgh 
Estre, from whom it went to Edward Nortli, jisep ; Sir Brian Tuke, treasurer to ' 
King Henry the Eighth, and, .in 1540, to Richard Rich, Esq.; to Nicholas earl 

• A court was hold for Mulsham ILall and Brayhaius in I, yes Magna G Hon. \ II. tin* jury 
" Quod Uicus EjiQs Norwicensis, pro terris suis votrat Somerforms, in Magna Lyt's, debit servic huic Ciirii ,” 


CIIAF. I. 


Bishop’s 

Lih*s. 


(fobions. 


Mulsliaiii 

Hal). 
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HOOK Tl. of Scarsdalc, afterwards to Herman Olmius, Esq., and to Lord Waltham. The 
manor of Fayrcwood is incorporated in this of Mulsham ; it contains about eighty 
acres, and lies below a road called Young’s-cnd. The court baron of Mulsham 
Hall was formerly kept on a common in this place; but Sir Brian Tuke, in 1538, 
kept a court for these two manors under a tree, called Court Oak. 

(Mwipk'y, or Chaplcy, or (Whatley, is a manor and hamlet in Witham half hundred, appendant to 
^ Crossing 'I'omple. It begins at White Notley, extending on each side of the road 
I’.iyrowoorl. toward Chelmsford, and comprehends the manors of Mulsham, Fayrcwood, Gobions, 
Hishop’s Bishop's Hall, Brayliams, St. Ann’s, and Derc’s Bridge, wliich is the bridge over the 
rivulet below St. Ann’s. In January, yearly, a court-leet is held at St. Ann’s, at 
wliich two constabhis are chosen* The inhabitants pay ten gi’oats to the steward for 
a common fine, and the lord of the manor has the power of punis'hing persons who 
shall commit nuisances within this hamlet. 


Hrayhanis, 
or Hreaiiis. 


l'*ull)oriics. 


St/ Ann’M. 


('huix'li. 


Parsonaffc- 

llOMSC. 


Brayhams.or Breams has a mansion near Little Lees church, about half a mile 
from the Braintree road, but in Great Lees parish; it has a long time gone with 
Mulsham Hall. Formerly it belonged to a family from whom it took its name. 
Eustace de Brayham was living here in 1258; William, Nicholas, and a second 
William, previous to the year 1310, and John Brayham was living in 1358. 

Fulbornes is a small manor held of Mulsham Hall, to which it pays a (|uit rent of 
ten shillings.- a year. The mansion is by the road side going from St. Ann’s to the 
parsonage. John Fulbornc, one of the family from which the name of this place is 
derived,; w’as living here in 1300. 1’his estate has been for several generations the 
property of the Marriage family, of Spriiigtield. 

Some pasture lands in Fairewood WTre held in several reigns from that of King 
Henry the IHiird, of the king in capite, by the remarkable service of furnishing 
our lord the king, after his coronation, w'ith one ell of scarlet cloth, ltd caligas rcgiSy 
for his hose, or breeches. 

St. Ann’s, on the Icjjjt-haiul side of the road from Braintree to Chelmsford, w%as 
formerly a hernfibige, wdiich, at the general dissolution, in 1571, w^as given to 
'fhomas Jennings ; it is now, converted into a puWic-house, called St. Ann’s 
Castle. 

’I’he church, by its form «-ind materials, appears as old as the Saxon era; it has a 
round tower of flints and stones at the west end, above which a tall octangular 
steeple^ rises. It is of wood, shingled, ami contains five bells. The door at the 
west end has a handsome semicircular arch, w'ith chevron mouldings. The chan- 
cel seems to have been built since, the body or nave, and the walls of the whole 
building are of great thickness, but w6ak in appearance, and are supported by massive 
buttresses. I’lic church-yard is very spacious. 

The pars'bnage house is about half a mile north-north-west from the church, 
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and was rebuilt by the Rev. John Townson, M. A., during his incumbency, chap, i 
in 1716. ^ 

The glebe is one hundred acres, thirty of which are wood. 

The rectory of Great Leigh is valued in the king's books at 25L 7s. }d. It is in 
the patronage of Lincoln College, Oxford. 

Mrs. Fortune Watts, by will, in 1698, left an annuity of one hundred pounds. Charities, 
which produced, in 1786, 51. ns. 6J., to be distributed every New Year’s Day, by 
the churchwardens, to ten poor people. 

LITTLE LEIGH, OR LEES. 

This parish lies north-west from Great Lees, and is very small, containing only Little 
five hundred acres. It is about thirty-six miles from London, and five from 
Braintree. 

The soil, like that df the adjoining parish, is a^andy loam on clay, but it is very 
fertile and productive in many parts of it, particularly at the Priory farm and at 
Pond Park. 

The population is eighty-six males, and seventy-four females ; toUiI, one hundred Population, 
and sixty. 

There arc three manors in this parish. 

Little Lees Hall is a good house, about a quarter of a mile from the cfiurch. One 
of the first possessors of this manor was John dc St, Philibert, who had a charter for 

free-warren in all his demesne lands at Little Leys,” in the tenth of Edward the 
Second. He died in 1333. His wife, Ada, and his son, John, enjoyed it after him; 

Edmund dc Ilelpeston, of the family of that name at Helpstonc, in Felstcd, next 
succeeded, in 13y3; after whom the manor passed to Thomas dc Marlteshale, who 
was succeeded by his son Tliomas, from whom it went to the Scots of Staplcford 
Tany; John Scot, Esq, died in 1526, and his successor, Walter, died in 15/)0, 
whose son and successor was Roger, on whose death, in 458.7^ George, his son, cjime 
to the esto-tc ; he married Dorothy, the daughter of John Frank, l^q., of Broad Oak, Alleyn fa- 
and left by her, Elizabeth and Mary, co-heiresses; Elizabeth, married to Sir Edward 
Alleyn,* of Hatfield Priory, conveytul this ^siatc to him^, and al^ Stapleford Tany 
Hall, and Ovesham Hall, in Matching. Sir Edward was created a baronet in 162J). 
Elizabeth's children, by Sir Edward, were Edmund, George, Robert, Johy, and 
Dorothea, Martha, and Mary. John and Dorothea died unmarried? Martha \vas 
married to the Rev. Joshua Blower, chaplain to her father. Sir Edward, and also 
vicar of Hatfield, and rector of Faiistead. Maty became the wife of Robert Clive, 

Esq., of Stych, in Shropshire. *Sir Edward died in 1638, his eldest son, Edmund, 
having died before him, in 1633; he left by Mary, daughter of Nicholas Millar,* of 


VOL. I. 


* See an account of this family under llatii#d Pcvcrcl^ 
E E 
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BOOK II. Wrotham, a son named Edmund, and Elizabeth, a daughter, who married, first, to John 
Robinson, Esq., father of Sir John Robinson,Knt., of Denston Hall, in Suffolk; her 
second husband was Sir William Jones, attorney general to King Charles the Second. 
Sir Edward ^as succeeded by his grandson, Sir Edmund Alleyn, Bart., who married 
l-"ranccjs, only daughter and heiress of T. Gent, of Moynes, Esq.,inSteeple-Bumstead, 
and had by her, Edmund, and two daughters, Frances, who died young, and Arabella, 
wlio became heiress to the estate. She was married, first, to Francis Thomson, Esq., 
of Yorkshire, and afterwards to the Hon. George Howard, third son of Henry duke 
of Norfolk. But this manor of Little Lees did not descend to her, but came, with the 
title of baronet, in the male line, to George, the brother of Sir Edmund, who died in 
1038. Sir George had three wives, and his son and successor, George, was by his 
second wife, the daughter of Roger Jones, Esq., of Monmouthshire. Sir George 
died in 1004, and his son of the same name, who succeeded him, married Mercy, 
yoimgc'st daugliter of Jolin Cloptfin, Gent., of Little Waltham*, of the ancient family 
of the Cloptons of Liston Hall.* . By her he had four sons, Clopton and George, 
who succeeded each other in the title of baronet, and died unmarried; Edward, 
attorney at law, and John, who died unmarried. Edward married Mary, daughter 
of the Rev. John Trott, vicar of Sailing Magna, and had by her, Sir Edmund, who 
succeeded his two uncles, and Arabella, married to the Rev. James Chalmers, M. A., 
vicar of Earl’s Colne, and rector of Little Waltham; and in this branch of the family 
tlie Alleyn estate at last centered; they had also the estate called Bullocks, in North- 
end, in Great Waltham. 

\v ivroc k^ The manor of Warrocks lies on the left hand going from the church to Court 
Hill : the house is agreeably situated, and was formerly moated round. The name is 
derived froni a family anciently seated here. Roger Warrock is njentioned in writ- 
ings in the year 1258, and filso various individuals of the same family down to 1348, 
from whom the estate passed to the Cimilics of Warner, Thomas, Mellere, Mont- 
gomery, Young, Ricli, {fnd ©Iraius, becoming the property of the Right Honourable 
Lord Waltham. 

« f 

LM spnoi y ' Lees priory and manor. Thfc priory stood rather more than a mile north from tlie 

Mid m ill )i. extremity of the parish. &dj^ining to Felsted; it was founded in the 

reign of King Henry the Third, about the year 1230, by Sir Ralph Gernon, Knt., 
lor Augustine canons, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary and St. John the Evangelist. 
Tlio }>uil(ling9 were extensive and magnificent, and there was a spacious park and 
, pleasant gardens. The advowson and patronage remained in the heirs of the 
founder till the suppression of mdnasteries, when it was of the annual value of 
£111. 0^. Ir/. according to Dugdale. The founder died in the thirty-second 
of* Henry Jtlie Third. William was his son and heir; and Sir John Gernon, 

♦ Sir KJmunJ Clopton #ed in 1726. The family is buried in Little Lees church. 
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the last male of this family of the direct line, died in the seventh of Richard the ( HA 1 \i 
Second, leaving only two daughters: Joan the wife of John, son and heir of John, 

Lord Botetourt; and Margaret, the wife of Sir John de Peyton. Joan had by Bote- 
tourt a daughter called Joan, married to Sir Robert Swinborne, ojtie of whose 
daughters and co-heiresses was married to John Helion, and had by him, John, who 
married Editha, daughter and heiress of Thomas Rolf, Esq. of Gosiield Hall, and 
died the twenty-eighth of Henry the Sixth, possessed of the manor of Gerners, so 
Ciilled from a brailch of the Genion family seated in Warmingford, to which manor 
the advowson of the priory and church of Lees belonged, being holden of the king, in 
capitc, of his duchy of Lancaster. Editha surviving him, was again married, and 
enjoyed these esitates till her death in 1408. By Helion she had Philippa and 
Isabella. Isabella was married to Humphrey Tyrcll, Esq., of Warley, by whom 
sha had Anne, married to Sir Roger Wentwortii, of Cobhani Hall ; and he, in her 
right, presented to tibis abbey and church; before her decease, this house was 
dissolved, and in the king’s hands. On this event? the king granted this priory, with 
the manors of Little Lees, Camsey, Berns and Herons, in Great and Little Lees, and 
an annual pension of five marks issuin*g out of the rectory and church ot Circat 
Birch, to Sir Richard Rich, chancellor of the Ci)urt of augmenUition, an eminent 
lawyer, whose talents rendered him a very useful assistant in the suppression of 
religious houses. On gaining possession of the priory. Sir Richard made great 
alterations in the buildings, which he enlarged, and formed into a magnificent 
dwellim^ the capital seat for himself and family. It was built of brick, and con- 
sisted c/f two (piadrangles, surrounding an outer and inner court, the latter of which 
was faced with free-stone and hard mortar. There was also a spacious banqueting 
house, and the gardens were laid out with taste and elegance. The oldest records *» 
give an account of a park here,* and that which surrounded the priory consisted of • 
four hundred acres: to this Sir Richard added two other parks of nearly ccpial 
extent; and other improvements were made by his sudicssors, by^ which it became 
so attractive in its appearange, that on the<leath ^ Clyirles Ri^iti, earl of Warwick, 
in 1678, Dr. Walker, in his funeral sermon, speaks *of it as ‘‘ a secular elysiuru ; b 
worldly paradise; a heaven upon eiirtW’^ •The Princess Elizabeth was confined 
here during some part of the reign of her sister Mary. The family ot which Sir iiu h 1 1 
Richard was the progenitor, and which was seated here in great splendour upw^irds of ^ 
a century, were originally from Hampshire, where John Ic Rich floiir’fshed at Riph 
Place, about the time of Edward the Second. His great grandson, Richard Rich,* 

Esq., was of London; he died in 14*14*, and wjjis buried in St. Lawrences church in 

* John de PlessJtis had license, in King John’s time, to enclose a wood in Little LcRha, called Thunename- 
hag; also Thomas de Blakcnham had a park here? and in 1342, the prior of Leghes w»?s presented for 
enclosing the park of Proureswode in Leighes. 
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woolen. Ivy Lane, leaving his son Richard Rich, a mercer, sheriff of London in 1441, who 
acquired gi-eat riches; he died in 1469, leaving two sons: John, from whom 
descended the Riches of Southweald, and Homdon, in Essex, of which branch of 
the family was Sir Robert Rich, master in chancery in 1620 ; and Thomas, who 

maiTied Meyne of London, by whom he hadRichard, who married Joan, 

daughter of Dingley, and had by her several sons ; of which Richard studied 

the law in the Middle Temple, and by becoming the obsequious tool of that tyran- 
nical prince, Henry the Eighth, raised himself to the most profitable employments, 
and to the honour of a baron of the realm.* In 1529 he was chosen autumn reader 
ol the Middle Temple; in 15«‘32 appointed, by the king, attorney general in Wales 
and its marches, for life; the following year he became solicitor-general to his 
majesty ; and two years afterwards had granted him the profitable office of chiro- 
grapher of the king’s bench. On the dissolution of monasteries he was appointed 
chancellor of the court of augmentation, which gave him an opportunity, not only of 
getting this priory but of grccatly enriching himself otherwise with the spoils of the 
religious houses. In 1541, he was treasurer of the king’s wars both in France and 
Scotland. Two years afterwards king Henry, in his will made him one of the 
assistants to his executors. King Edward the Sixth, in 1546, created him Baron 
Rich of Leezy and, the following year, made him lord chancellor of England. But 
endeavouring j)rivately to serve the duke of Somerset during his troubles, and being 
discovered, he was forced to resign the seal, in 1551 ; on which he retired to his seat 
at Lees, where he employed himself in charitable works, founding a free school, 
and an almshouse, at Foisted. He died at his house at Rochford, and was buried 
at Foisted. He continued a papist, though he was very instrumental in sup- 
pressing the monasteries, for the sake undoubtedly of sharing their, plunder. From 
the inquisition taken after his decease, it appears that he was possessed of immense 
estates in different parts of the county. Lord Rich married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Thomas Jenks, oLLondon, by whom he had Robert, his heir, and three other sons, 

and nine daughters ;• he had also,^of illegitimate offspring, a son and three daughters. 

• 

• Oil the trial of the truly jrreat and virtuous nobleman, Sir Thomas More, who gave up his life rather 
Uian sacrifice his hoiiodP, Mr. Rich pretended to havcK«.eard^iim say, “ That a parliament can make a king, 
and depose him, hut a subject cannot he so bound in the case of supremacy,’* which he testified upon oath. 
Sir Thomas, irritated, made use of these .strong expressions: — If I were a man, my lords, that had no regard 
to my oa.h, I had no occasion to be here as a criminal ; and if this oath, Mr. Rich, you have taken be true, then I 
pray I may never see God's face ; which, were it othcrvinse, is an imprecation I would not he guilty of to gain 
the whole world.” He then proceeded to charge Mr. Rich with being light of tongue, a great gamester, and 
of no good character in the parish where iheyjiad lived together, or in the Temple, where he was educated. 
After which he showed how unlikely it was thathc should impKrt the secrets of his conscience, especially on 
so nice a point as the king's sujiremncy, to a man of whom he had so mean an opinion. This dishonourable 
proceeding, which would he considered to have fixed an indelible stain upon a man’s character, served only 
to recommend Air. Rich tlie more to the unworthy and ferocious monarch, to whose service he liad devoted 
himself, right or wrong. 
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Robert succeeded his father in 1580. He married Elizabeth, daughter and heiress CHAP. i. 
of George Baldry, Esq., of Hadleigh, by wliom he had Richard, Robert, Edwin, 
and two daughters. His second son, Robert, was his successor, and in 1G18, was 
advanced to the title of carl of Warwick; but did not enjoy this honour quite eight 
months, dying in the same year. He married, first, Penelope, daughter of Devereux, 
earl of Essex, who forsook him, and was married again, in his life-time, to Charles 
Blount, carl of Devonshire. She had borne him Robert, Henry, and four daughters. 

By his second M^fe, Frances, daughter of Sir Christopher Wray, lie had no children. 

Henry was created earl of Holland in 1624, and Robert succeeded his father. He 
was appointed admiral, by the long parliament, to whose interest he entirely devoted 
himself. He married Frances, daughter of Sir William Hatton, Knt., and had by 
her four sons, Robert and Charles, who succeeded their father ; and Henry and 
Hatton, who both died unmarried; the lady Frances had also three daugliters; 

Anne, married to Edward, then Lord Mandcville, son and heir to Henry earl of 
Manchester; Lucy, married to John Lord Robertes, of Truro; and Frances, who 
married Nicholas, earl of Scarsdale. Robert’s second wife was Eleanor, daughter 
of Sir Edward Wortlcy, of Yorkshire, widow of Sir Henry Lee, of Quarendon; he 
died in the 70th year of his age, in 1658. His eldest son, Robert, succeeded, wlio, 
marrying Anne, daughter of William Cavendish, carl of Devonshire, had by her one 
son, named Robert, wlio, in 1(557 married Frances, youngest daughter of Oliver 
Cromwell, the l*rotector ; but died in 1(558, in the life-time of his father and grand- 
father. The earl of Warwick’s second lady w^as Anne, daughter of Sir John Cheke, 
of Pirgo, by whom he had three daughters, Anne, married to Thomas, son and heir 
of Jolni Barrington, Bart., of Hatfield Broadoak; Mary, married to Sir Henry St. 

John, father of Lord Viscount Bolingbroke, and Essex, married to Daniel Finchs * 
son of Heneage Lord Finch and lord keeper, afterwards carl of Nottingham/ 

Robert, the third carl of Warwick, dying without issue male, in 1(551), was succeeded 
by his next brother, Charles, who married Mary, daughtei* of Richard, the first carl 
of Cork, and sister to the^ honourable and greatly celebrated Robert Boyle ; but 
died in 1673 without surviving issue, leaving^ Letfs Priory with Warners, Abbclrild 
Park, Old Park, and Lawn Hall /in Waltham, to Rohm Montague, carl of 

Manchester, his eldest sister’s son. The rest of the gr<*at estates w^re divided 
among the heirs or representatives of his three sisters, the Ladies Manchester, 

Radnor, and Scarsdale; and of his thwee nieces, the Ladies Barrington, St. John, 
and Nottingham. As for the empty title of carl of Warwick, it descended to Robert 
Rich, son of Henry earl of Holland, with rto more of the estate, than Warwick 
House, in Holborn, London. * Robert, earl of Manchester, died at Montpellier in 
1682. He married Anne, daughter of Sir Christopher Yelvcrton, Btyt., of Easton 
Mawdit, in Northamptonshire, by whom he had five sons and four daugliters; of the 
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sons, the two first died infants ; Charles succeeded to his flithcr’s honours and estates. 
He was employed in two embassies to Venice, one to France, and one to Vienna, 
and was also one of the principal secretaries of state. Having been created duke of 
Manchester in,i719, he died in 1721, leaving, by Dodington his lady, the youngest 
of the two daughters and co-heiresses of Robert Grenville Lord Brooke, William, 
his eldest son and heir ; Robert, and four daugliters. Soon after his father’s death, 
William, duke of Manchester, sold Lees Priory, and all the adjoining estates, to the 
guardians or trustees of Edmund Sheffield, the young duke of Buckinghamshire, 
who, dying under age in 1735, these and his other estates, according to the direction 
of his father’s will, descended to his half brother, Charles Herbert, who took the 
surname of Sheflicld, and was afterwards created a baronet. He afterwards sold this 
estate to tlic guardians or governors ^of Guy’s Hospital, who have caused the priory 
and seat to be taken down, except the Gate-house ; and the parks and grounds about 
the hou.se have l)ecn converted into*farms. 

The church is about half a mile from the road between Chelmsford and Braintree ; 
it is small, with a chancel, and at the west end, a wooden spire, containing one bell. 

The living is a rectory, valued in the king’s books, at £9. 

Against the east wall of the chancel there is a small grey marble monument, to the 
memory of Herman Olniius, Esq., but the inscription is so much deficcd, that it 
cannot be rcat\. 

The charities belonging to this parish are not numerous. Owen Offlet left twenty 
shillings per annum, and John Smith, in 172(5, the same sum, to be expended in bread 
for the poor; and Lord Rich, in 15(54, left an annual sum of three pounds for heiTings 
for the poor. 


CllAirrrTH, li? 


HUNDRED OF W1TH.\M, 

Tins hundred, or, as it is called in some charters, half-hundred, lies east-north-cast 
from Chelmsford hundred, and extends* porthward to those of Hinckford and Lexden; 
is bounded eastward by Lexden and that of Thurstab'le ; by Chelmsford hundred on 
the west, andjiy that of Dengey south waid. Its situation is in the most pleasant 
part of the county, and the lands in general are very fertile, the soil varying from a 
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sound turnip loam, to a loamy, or sharp gravel, and a strong loam on a clay bottom, 
intermixed with some heavy lands. 

Witham hundred was part of the patrimony of Queen Maud, and, wilh her consent, 
was given by King Stephen to the knights templars, with whom, and the knights 
hospitallers, it continued till the fall of religious houses, and was afterwards, either 
by grant or purchase, conveyed from the crown to the Smyth family, of whom Thomas 
had possession at the time of his death, in 1503, and his successors retained the 
fee, and had the green wax, to farm it under the king. In the foreign apposers* 
book of claims, kept in the Court of Exchequer, in 1740 , William Prittleman, and 
Edward Evclin, arc entered as the last that claimed this possession. 

This hundred contains the following fourteen parishes: — Witham, lilting, Hat- 
field Pevcrell, Terling, Little Rraxted, Great Br.\^ted, Kelvedon, Bradwcll, Crossing, 
Rivenhall, Faulkbourn, Pairsted, White Notley, Black Notley. 

WITHAM. 

This is a handsome and well-built town, pleasantly situated; it is tliirty-seven miles 
1‘rom London, eight from Chelmsford, six from Maldon, six from Coggesliall, and 
fourteen from Colcluistcr, the high road to and b*om those places lying through it ; 
ind being a ihoroughfare to the principal parts of Suffolk and Norfolk, there are 
several good inns and many capital houses: there are also chapels belonging to 
dissenters of various denominations. The town is of larger extent than is indicated 
by its appearance toward the road, from which a considerable part of it is somewhat 
distant, surrounding the church, which is on an eminence called Cheping Hill,* for- 
iiKU-ly the place where the market was kepi, and the chief ])usiness of the town trans- 
iicted.f The market is now in that part of the town through which the public road 
passes, and is held on 'Jhiesday, but when kept on Cheping Hill, it was on Simday.J 
The fairs are on the Monday before Whitsunday; and on the Mth of September, and 
8th of November. The learned Dr. Stukely derives' tlic name of this place from 
the British, Guith-avon, th#; separating river ;§ bi^ Mr .Morant, and others, believe it 
to be from the Saxon pit, and ham. In old w^ngs it is sometimes called the burgh 
of Witham; and the assizes were htld Iiefe .Iidy B), l.'ViS. 

'fhe po})ulalion of this town, in amounted to 1224 males and 1354 females ; 

total 2578. 

By the following passage, translated' from the Saxon chronicle, we learn that a 


»♦ From tlu? Saxon ce]>inx, nuTchaiulisc. ^ 

] Tlic first grant of a ivnirkot was I'y King Itichanl tlio'’ First, and removed to tlie hamlet of Newland, in 
tlio time of King^llitliard the Second. 

I Wytham Mercatum, quod solebat esse in Die Dominicjl, transfortur ad Diem Mcrcurii, Symond’s Tol- 

lections, 2 Hon. 111. 

^ Itin. Curios, p. SO. 
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town was built here in the year 913, by King Edward the Elder, the son of King 
Alfred. “ After this, in the summer, betwixt gang-days and midsummer, went King 
Edward, with ‘.some of his force, into Essex, to Maldon, and encamped there while 
tliat men built ,‘ind fortified the town of Witham. And many of the people submitted 
to him, who were before under the power of the Danes.”* 

A similar account is given by other ancient writers, yet some have expressed a 
belief, that it was rather the re-building, than the first foundation of a town, and that 
the old Roman stiition, called Ad Ansam, mcntionc'd in the ItineraVy of Antoninus, 
Iter. IX., was situated here. Those wdio arc of this opinion, probably refer to the 
circumstance of there being found here considerable remains of an old encampment 
on Cheping Hill, on the south side of the church. The remains wgre formerly con- 
siderable, consisting of a circular cymp, defended by a double vallum almost levelled 
within on the south side, but very visible on the south-west, where the road hence to 
Braintree runs along the outer bank ; the works are lower on the west side, as it is 
there defended by the river; and a- road runs through it from north to south. In 
levelling a piirt of which, Mr. Barwell found a coin of the Emperor Valeiis, with this 
reverse, Securitas liepuhluuc^ and one of Gratian, with this legend on the reverse, 
Gloria Nova SaeculL There appears also a eonsiderablc (juantity of Roman 
bricks, wrought up in the tower, and other parts of the church. 

A mineral spring, about a quarter of a mile from Witham, was formerly much cele- 
brated, and Dr. Tavernier, a learned physician residing here, published an essay on 
its virtues ; but it has long since ceased to be noticed. 

The manor or lordshij) of Great Witham was anciently in the possession of Earl 
Harold, and was afterwards given to Eustace, carl of Boulogne, who married Goda, 
the sister of William the Conqueror. The manor-house is in the middle of the town, 
•on the left-hand side going toward Colchester. About this tiiTu* it was made an 
honour, and received the name of the honour of Bononia, being one of the four 
ancient honours iii«this king^ldm. Afterwards it came to the crown, and Stephen 
gave it to the knigliits temjilars, to whom it was confirjued by Richard the First, 
John, and Henry the Third.f * three others were Dover Castle, in Kent, 
Hawley, or Hagomth Castle, in Suflolk,*^d Feverell, in Nottinghamshire; all of 
these were held by knight’s service, and also of the king in capite. 

(iueen Mary the First re-founded the house of the knights hospitjillers, which had 
bocn^ siq^presscfl, with other religious houses, in the preceding reigns, and granted 
(hem the manors of Witham, Purfleet, Tcmplc-Roding, and Chingford ; these, at her 

death, again reverted to the crown,*^and Withum was afterwards sold to Henry 

• 

* Ingram’s Saxon Chron. Ito. 1823, p. 130. 

f By an inquiry inmli? in the reign of Henry the Third, it appears that one Gcofrey dc Linton held land in 
Witham by the service of carrying flour to make wafers on the king’s birth-day, whenever bis majesty was in 
the kingdom. 
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Smyth, Esq., of Crossing, of which family it was purchased by Jeremy Blackman, an 
eminent East India merchant, who is said to have brought one hundred thousand 
pounds from India. In 1668 the manors of Witham Magna and N^wland were 
again sold to John Bennet, Esq., of Westminster, a descendant of th»/ Bennets of 
Wiltshire, (of which family were Henry Bennet, carl of Arlington, and John Bennet, 
Lord Ossulston); John Bennet, Esq., his son and heir, was of Grays-inn, and in 
1699, was made judge of the Marshalsea Court, created serjeant at law in 1705, and 
knighted in 1706/ He married Anne, sister of Joseph Brand, of Edwardston, in 
Suffolk, and had four sons and one daughter, of whom, John w^as a barrister at law, 
and master in chancery: Thomas also attained the same degrees in 1723; Joseph 
v^as a drysalter, in London; Alexander lived in the East Indies nine years, and 
brought home a considerable fortune ; and Ann(i> the daughter, vras married to the 
honourable John Vaughan, Esq., eldest son of*J^>hn Lord Viscount Lisburne, in 
Ireland, by Mallet, dne of the daughters and co-heiresses of John, *latc carl of 
Rochester.* On the death of Sir John, John hi& heir sold this estate to the Rev. 
George Sayer, D. I)., vicar of Witham, who kept his first court here in 17*36, and 
died in 1761. He married Martha, eldek daughter of Dr. John Potter, lord arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, and left one daughter, Elizabeth. 

The courts for the manors of Great Witham and Newland arc held at the same 
time and place, but the court-rolls are distinct, and the customs remafkable; the 
owners of all the freehold lands in them being obliged to pay one wdiolc year’s 
value of those lands upon every death and jilienation for a fine certain, unless he 
shall have been born within the manor ; in which case, he pays a double quit-rent 
only, and is excused paying any further fine. There arc also copyholders, and 
leaseholders, who hold by copy of court-roll, for a longer or shorter tertn of years, 
as the lord may choose, paying what fines he pleases. There were formerly, besides 
Great Witham, five other manors. 

I’he manor-house of Little Witham, or Powers Hall,ds about tj^ree quarters of a 
mile from the church, on the left-hand side of the road from Witham to Braintree. 
It is called PowTrs, from an ancient owner of that/naftic. In the time of the Saxons,* 
Burcard and Lestan, two freemen, hqld thij«»iq^or ; and when tha survey was made, 
it was held under Robert Gernoii, by Hugh and Anchetifl. The lords paramount of 
it were the barons of Stansted Mouiitfitchet ; and Robert de Powers, and others, held 
under them in 1302; Elizabeth, the daughter of Robert’s grandson, married to John 
Rikedoil, had by hinii Thomas, father of ifobeit de Rlkedon, who held part of a 
knight’s fee here, under Sir John Upward, in right of Margaret, his wife, daughter 
of John Plaiz; Sir John Howard died in 1437. The second husband of Elizabeth 

* Bennet’s arms. Gules, a bezant, between three deiiii-lions ranij>ant, arj^eiit. 
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Powers was John Fryer, son of Alban Fryer, of Booking, from whom the manor of 
Fryers, in that parish, received its name ; their only daugliter and heir was Eliza* 
both, raarri^jd to William Brokeman, Esq., of Witham; their son, John Brokeman, 
married Florence, daughter of — — St. Leger, both of whom died in 1500. 

Thomas, their son and heir, married a daughter of Rochester, and had Thomas 

and John; Thomas, the eldest, had by Anne Bonner two sons, John and Emerius; 
and four daughters, Abigail, Anne, Agnes, and Frances.* This manor was next in 
the possession of William, the son of Thomqp Wheatley, Esq.», of Holkham, in 
Norfolk; his son succeeded him. From this family, it passed to the families of 
Fortescue, Southcot, and Garrard. 

The manor of Blunts Hall is partly in this parish, but extends into the adjoining 
parishes of Hatfield Pevcrell, anu Terling ; its name is from ancient possessors of 
th(* family of Blunt, or Blund, d scended from Robert Blundus, living in Suffolk at 
the time of the conquest. The house is in the fields, on the right hand, about a mile 
from the road leading to Chelmsford. In Edward the Confessor’s time the three 
parcels of this manor were held by Harold, Brickmar, and a free woman. At the 
general survey they were vested in Eustace earl of Boulogne, Ralph Peverell, and 
his under-tenant, Humphrey, and Richard, son of earl Gilbert. Soon after, these 
three parcels became united in the Blund family. Robert de Blund, sbindard-bearer 
to the barohs at the battle of Lewes, and slain there, in the 48th of Henry the Third, 
left two sisters co-heiresses : Agnes, wife of William de Creketoft, who had a son named 
William, and Rohaesia, wife of Robert de Valcynes, who had Robert de Valcynes, 
who held the manor of Blunts Hall of the king in capite, and the manor of Tolleshunt, 
at the time of his death, in the lOlh of Edward the First. It afterwards passed to 
the families of Ludham, Bacon, Montgomery, Fortescue, to Weston, earl of Portland, 
from whose family it came to the famous Sir Bulstrode Whitlock, son of Sir James 
Whitlock, LL. D., the learned law’yer, M. P. for Woodstock. Sir Bulstrode was 
born in 1605, ai^d ediicatcd at Oxford, whence he went to the Middle Temple. In 
the long parliameilit he was member for Marlow, and was appointed chairman of the 
committee for prosecuting the carl of Stralford. He was a member of the assembly 
of divines at Wes'^minster, and was omtii’ssiouer of the great seal in 1647 ; was sent 
ambassador to Sweden in 1653, and, on his return, made commissioner of the trea- 
sury ; in 1656, was chosen speaker of the House of Commons; made a member of 
Crumwell’s House of Lords, in 1658; and, in 1659, made president of the council 
of state, and keeper of the great seal; and died in 1676. He wrote Monarchy 
the best Form of Government, 8vo., Memorials on English Affairs, iind many 
other works. From the Whitlock family, the manor of Blunts Hall came to the 

• Arms of Urokrnian. Quarterly, party per fesse indeiitec^or and azure, three martlets counter-changed 
impaling, argent, on a bend, three boars’ heads coup6. 
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Pettiwards of Putney, of which family was Roger Mortlock Pettiward, D.D. chan- chap. ii. 
cellor of Chichester. 

The manor of Hobregge, or Hubbridge Hall, has a mansion on the I'^ft-hand side Manor ot 
of the road leading to Chelmsford, which is now called the Dovc-houle. Some of 
the lands come up to Witham Bridge. Brictmar held this manor in Edward the 
Confessor’s reign, and at the time of the survey it was in the possession of Robert 
Gernon, from whose descendants it came to the family of de Veres, carls of Oxford. 

After being in th(f family of William de la Zouch, and Sir John dc Trailly, it came to 
Hugh de Mortimer, of the house of Mortimer earl of March, who died in the 32d 
of Edward the First, and of Maud his wife, who died in the 1st of Edward the 
Second; Joane apd Margaret were their daughters and co-heirs.* Upon partition 
of the estate, Joane had Hobregge and Norton^ in Essex, and Richard’s Castle in 
Herefordshire ; she was married to Thomas de B^enorc, and afterwards to Richard 
Tidbot, son of RichaVd Talbot, by Sarah, daughter of William Beaiicfiamp, earl of 
Warwick; their son and heir was Sir John Talliot, lord of Richard’s Castle. It 
passed through various branches of this family (and was successively possessed by 
individuals of notability or dignity, among whom were Sir Warine, the archdeacon, 

Sir Matthew Gurnay, Sir Walter de Lucy) to tlie Jenour family; from whom, 

passing to Sir Anthony Abdy, Bart., it was purchased of that gentleman by 

IJngard, whose son, John Lingard, Esq., was counsellor at law, and common serjeant 
of the city of London. 

The manor of Batisfords was a grant from the honour of Grafton, in free socage UaiistbrJs. 
of all rents and services whatever, but not in chief. This manor was small, having 
no copyhold tenants. The mansion-house is in W’^itham-street, almost opposite to 
Newland manor-house. The families of Freborne, Bosevillc, Meade, Jackson, 
and Abbot, have been successively possessors of this manor. 

The vicarage is a manor, called Hog-end, having a court-leet and baron, of 
which the vicar is lord. This ancient manor was .cu'octed ^ibout the time of King 
Stephen, who gave the church to the canons of §t. Martin’s-le-Grand, in London. 
Anciently, all the other manors did homage, and •paW an annual four-pence to this. • 

The mansion-house is on tlie Miest side j/? the church-yardf and is large and Maiision- 
elegant, having been greatly improved and beautifieJ with gardens, and every 
requisite for a gentleman’s seat, by the Rev. George Sayer, D. D., during his 
incumbency. 

The capital messuage called Bacons aiicT^bbots was given by Roger Bacon to ^Abbots, *ir 
the abbot and convent of St. John, at Colchester; this building is on the side of the 
road leading from Cheping Hill* to Faulkbourn. At the suppression it was granted, 

* Marfraret, tlic co-hcircss of Hugh de Mortimer, was married to Gcofrt7 de Curnewall, tiieestor of tin. 

Cornewalls, of Herefordshire. 
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IT. by Henry the Eighth, to George Tresham, Gent., from whom it went to John 
~ Moigne, who sold it to John Southcote, Esq., of the Southcotes, of Southcote^ in 
Devonshire.! This gentleman, bred to the law, was created a seijeant in 1558, and 
made one of tne justices of the King’s Bench in 1562; he died in 1585, and was buried 
in the north aisle of the chancel of Witham church, where a stately monument is 
erected to the memory of himself and his wife Elizabeth, daughter and heiress 
of William Robins, of London ; they had thirteen children, of whom only one son 
and two diiughters survived tliem. John Southcote, Esq., succeeded to the estate, and 
died in 1637, having married Magdalen, daughter of Sir Edward Walgrave, Knt., 
by whom he had Edward Southcote, Esq., of Witham, who, marrying Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Seaborne, Esej., of Herefordshire, had by her two daughters 
and a son, named John, afterwards ‘knighted, who, by Elizabeth, diiughtcr of Walter 
Lord Aston, and grandaughter on diichard Weston, carl of Portland, lord treasurer, 
had Edward, John, and Thomas, who died unmarried, and hvo daughters, Mary, 
who became the wife of William Viscount Stafford, and Anne. Sir Edward South- 
cote, Knt., the eldest son, man'ied Juliana, diiughter of Sir JMiilip Tyrwhit, Bart., of 
Lincolnshire, by whom he had Edward, who died in infancy; John, married to 
Mary, daughter of Edward Paston, Esq., of Berningham, in Norfolk, cousin to the 
earl of Yarmouth, and several other sons and daughters.* The manor of Abbots was 
let by the Southcote family, on a long building lease, to Lord Stourton, who made 
great improvements in the house and grounds. It has received the name of Witham 
Place, and is now the elegant sejit of Captain Rook. 

Bennington was anciently called Breddinghoe, and belonged to St. Edraundsbury- 
abbey at the time of the survey. The house is in the south-east part of the ])arish, 
joining to Braxtead and Wickham, yiart of the lands lying in both of these parishes. 
It formerly belonged to the Montchensi family, and from that it jiassed to the families 
of the Hastings, the Talbots, Aylifics, Darcies, Dawes, and Lascellcs. 

The church of Witham, dt^fleated to St. Nicholas, is on the eminence called Cheping 
Hill, about half a mile west from^the town, on the Braintree road. It is lofty and 
spacious, consisting of a nave, sitle hislcs, and chancel. The walls of the church and 
steeple are of RoAian bricks and fl\us?^xcep^ the top of the tower, which used 
anciently to be of wood, but, in 1743, was exchanged for brick. The superior 
neatness of this sacred edifice is attributable to the Rev. Dr. Warley, who, sometime 
between the years 1701 and 1706, colleoted 293/. 14^. 2«/. from the neighbouring 
. gentry, which he made up to the svtn of 314/. 8s,, and expended the whole in 
improvetnents and repairs. Dr. Worley also gave the organ. The body of the 
church is leaded, and the chancel is tiled. The royal arms over the entrance into the 

♦ Anns oi Southcote. Argent, a chevron, gules, between three coots, sable. Of llobins. Argent, three 
arrows, azure, winged, 2, 1. , Of Seaborne. A ship proper in full sail on the sea. 
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chancel is a specimen of carving in wood in a very superior style of workmanship, chap. ii. 
When King Stephen gave the half-hundred of Witham to the knights templars, he ^ 

excepted this church and its appertenances, which he had given to St. Martin’s-le- 
Grand, in London, the dean whereof, with the canons, ordained a vifar here, who, 
by compositions made between them, was to sustain the neighbouring chapel of 
Crossing, and the vicarage was afterwards settled by Eustace de Fauconberg, bishop 
of London, to whom, and his successors, the collation of it was reserved. The 
proprietorship remained in the canons of St. Martin’s, till Henry the Seventh’s 
time, who, July 23, 1503, gave it to St. Peter’s Abbey, at Westminster, and when 
that monastery was converted into a bishoprick by Henry the Eighth, this living was 
annexed to it. But, at the dissolution of that bishoprick, it came to the crown, in 
which it continued till Queen Elizabeth gra«ted it to John Ailmer, bishop of 
London, and his successors, and it has reniai^^d in their possession ever since, 
hi well as the collation to the vicarage, from the year 1222. There Vere formerly 
two chantries here, one founded in 1397, and wpll endowed, for a chaplain daily to 
perform divine offices at the altar of St. John the Baptist, for the good estate of the 
LadyJoana de Bohun, countess of Hereford, Essex, and Northampton, and of 
Robert Rykedon, and Thomas Byrcheleygh, by whom the chantry was founded, and 
several others. The other was called St. Mjiry’s chantry, with an endowment to 
find a priest to sing mass daily at the altar of our blessed lady. There is a large 
and elegant monument on the north side of the chancel, erected in 1585, in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, to the memory of Judge Southcote, of Witham Place, and 
his lady, whose effigies, as large as life, arc placed upon the tombs, opposite to 
which, against the wall of the vestry, a marble tablet bears the following in- 
cription : — 

MONUMENTUM. 

.Joliannis Southcote nuper unius Justiciarium cour Dnam Elizabethse Reginze ad placita Monu- 
cora ipsa teneda assignati qui prjrdictum Judicii locum 23 ^nno£^ integros tenebat : duxit in 
uxore Elizabetha Robins ex civitate Ixmdinensi orta et ex ilia 13 FU§i>ep*it soboles ex qui bus 
tres nunc solu modo supersunt. scilicit Johannes iilius suus et hacres, Martha nupta Francisco 
Stonour armigero, et Anna in conjugem dat^ Fjjmcisco Curzon armijjcro : postquam annos 
septuaginta quatuor plus minus complcvcrat in ^Christo obtlormivit 18 die Aprilis, Anno 

Dnis 1685.” 


TBAMg^Tlor. 

Tlie monument of John Southcote, one on^iJ mstices of the court of the lady Queen, 
Elizabeth, who held the above judicial office 23 yea^: he married Elizabeth Robins, of the city 
of London, by whom he had i9sue*13 children, of wliom three only are now alive, John his son 
and heir, Martha, married to Francis Stonour, Esq., and Anne, married to Francis Curzon, Esq. 
After a life of about seventy-four years, he slept in Christ, on the 18th of April, a.d. 1385." 
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This inscription being a considerable height on the wall, and shaded, cannot be 
read by a {)crson standing on the ground, and probably this circumstance caused the 
mistake of giving the name of Hcathcote instead of Southcotc ; a mistake to be found 


in almost every writer on the subject, since Mr. Morant. 

On the same side of the chancel there is an elegant mural monument of white 
marble, containing two figures kneeling at an altar; the man attired in armour. 
The inscription informs us it was erected to the memory ot Sir Thomas Nevill, and 
his lady, descended from the luicient and honourable family ot that name in York- 
shire. The date is 1593. 

On the south side of the chancel there is a very large vault belonging to the ancient 
family of Bcnnct, formerly lords of Witham. On a white marble monument, also in 
the chancel, is the following inscription : — 


t ■ 

tilrosi, 


Jiixta hoc inarinor 

('oiiditiD sunt n liquia* Uoberti Barwcll, gent 
Filii Dili Roberti, et MartliiP Harwell ; pliisquani 
Aniios bis octa^rinta ('numcrantium ipsi. • 

Pro dolor ! subito apoplcxiie ictui succubuit. 


Anno 


j Salutis 10U7, 

( ACtatis suti* 41*, 


,} 


Juni 27. 


In uxon.‘in sibi uscivit Sarnni Josephi Newman, 
(jcnerosi, dc Colchosteria, filiam quatuor supersunt 
liberi, duo 

Filii, totidonique iilia.*, ipsi cbarissittii, 
Newiiiaiius, llobertiis, Sarah ct Martha, 

(^ui pra;inatura bouse iiidolis cdunt speciiiiina ; 
Primogcuitus piotalis ergsi hoc ]>oKuit 
Monumentuiii. 

Duni multos longsrva parens iiutneraverit annos 
Filins ante di(?m rajiitur ; qiiam rara st nectus? 

Quid inedicina valet ? Nil ])lus ars victa Oaleni; 
• (^)utciidunt iiietu proles ct Hebiie inannor; 

Qua* tanti Hetus ? tanti qua; csiusa dtiloris ? 

Duriur on ! Sors est aliis, quos longior ordo 
Morboruin cruriat, facile iiic dcsceiidit^id umbras 
Vixque rnori diesis, potius/ivi vitarecessit. 


si^vn ^ 

Near this monument 

Arc interred the remains of Robert Barwcll, Gent. 
Son of Robert and Martha Barwell, 


Whose ages together amounted to more than a 
hundrei’ and sixty years. 

W'hilst he, alas ! fell a sacrifice to a sudden stroke 
of apoplexy, 

In the year of June 27. 

He married Sarah, daughter of Joseph Newman, 
Of Colchester, gentleman, 
lie left issue four beloved children, 

Two sons and two daughters, 

Newman, Robert, Sarah, and Martha, 

Who gave the earliest proof of the goodness of their 
dispositions. 

The eldest hath erected this monument. 
W'hilst the parent lives to an uncommon age. 
Behold the offspring is early taken off : 

How few number many years ? Of what avail is 
medicine ?• 

Of what benefit the now conquered skill of Galen! 
His children contend with the marble who shall 
manifest most grief. 

But why all this sorrow! Whence the cause of all 
this lamentation ! 

When the fate of those whom a long scries of illness 
torments 

' Is much worse than this man's. 

He descends with ease into his grave ; 

He can scarcely be said to die, but rather to depart 
from life. 


In the north aisle : — 

• ^ 

Here lies the Reverend Jonas Warley,^O.D. Archdeacon of Colchester, Prebendary of Cant- 
low, Vicar of Witham, and sometime Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge. He was very diligent 
and conscientious in the discharge of his diaconal and pastoral office ; a great promoter of good 
works ; witness this church, and the restoring of 18/. per annum for the almspeople, which had 
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been lost nearly 80 years. He was ready to oblige every one, and willingly offended none : CHAP, ii, 

was always steady to the principles and interest of the church, yet of so courteous a behaviour, 

that he was by all parties respected. He did, not only in his life, many good*woilcs, but left 
considerable sums to several charities when he died, and on his death was lamented by all 
who knew him. Obit. Aug. 9, 1722, aged 73.” 

Over the vestry door : — 

In^melnory of 

The llev. Andrew Downes, M.A. 

Late Vicar of Witham, 

Son of Robert, lord Bisliop of Raphoc, and grandson 
of Henry, lord Bishop of Derry, 

Born December 4, 1741 ; 

Instituted to this vicarage October 31, 1782, 

Died October 19, 1820, aged 78 years. 

In wjfom 

Were cornbine<l mental endowments highly culti- 
vated and adoriK'd, 

Manners simple, yet refined. 

Morals pure and irreproachable, • 

In the middle aisle : — 

In memory of 

The Venerable and Reverend 
Joseph Jefferson, M«A. and F.A.IS. 

Archdeacon of Colchester, 

Rector of Weely, and Vicar of this parish, 

Wlui departed this life Dec. 28, 1821, 

Aged 01 years, 

And was buried at King’s Langley, 

In thc^ounty of Hertford. 

In Thomas Green, Esq., by will, gave a messuage, called Rounds, and thirty Charities, 
acres of land, in Springfield, for the sustentiition of* bis abiishousc at C’heping Hill, 
at Witham, and the poor folk residing there, each to have„Vcekly, twopence in 
money and two quarters of wood, and a pound candles yearly, to be distributi'd 
by the churchwardens of Witham, ^nd thAsyj*plus for the use ol^the church. Dame 
Catherine Barnardiston, in 1626, gave a house to tlic minister of this parish, on 
condition of his preaching a sermon on Tuesdays, in the afternoon; but the feoffees 
gave consent to have two sermons on riie Sabbath instead. Slic likewise gave, in 
1662, to this parish, 100/., the interest ^^vhich was to be laid out in breatf, and 
given to twelve poor widows every Sunday ;\ut a house was built with this money, 
and some part of it convertescl into a workliousc. George Arniond, Gent., in the* 
reign of King Charles the First, 1627, built and endowed an almshouse for tlic use 
of two poor widows; the endowments arising from the rents of four tenements, and 


His public virtues let his works attest, 

Lo ! yonder school, for village youth' designed ; 

1a) ! too, you hospital dispensing rest 
To the diseased, and maimed, and halt, and blind. 
His private virtues need no record here, 

For, long shall mourning im-mory proclaim 
His fervent piety, his faith sincere, 

His deeds of mercy that endear his name. 


A temper equable, serene and cheerful, 
Integrity incorruptible, 

Conjugal, parental, and social virtue, 
Conscientious rectitude in the discharge of the pas- 
• toral olHce, 

With piety hunihle and unaffected, 

An union of admirable qualities, 
Thfi^lsult of Christian faith, and hope, and charity. 
I By his widow and fionily, 

To testify thc'ir own veneration and affection. 
And lo incite others to profit by siieli an example, 
'i’his tablet is erected. 
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two almshouses on Cheping Hill, endowed with 18/. a year; this endowment, after 
having been lost nearly eighty years, was recovered by the vigilance of Dr. Warley, 
at that time vicar of the parish. Of this, 10/. a year goes to the widows, and the rest 
towards beautifying the churcli. Five almshouses were demised to certain feoffees, 
Feb. 28, 1687, for the use of ten poor widows, and endowed with 36/. 10^. per ann. 
Dr. Warley* gave 50/., the interest of which is to be laid out in bread, and given, 
every Sunday, to six poor women frequenting the church. The same gentleman also 
gave 100/. towards esUiblishing an orthodox school for poor childrrti of this parish, 
who are not to be admitted under the age of eight years, and not to exceed that of 
fourteen during the time of education. 

Sir John Suckling, a celebrated* wit, courtier, and dramatist, was ^orn in this town 
in 1613. His father was of the saifie name, and comptroller of tlic household to 
King Charles the First, and meniljprT of parliament for Norwich. Young Suckling, 
at an early age, discovered an extraordinary propensity to learn languages ; and is said 
to have spoken Latin fluently at five, and to have wrote it correctly when only nine 
years old. After lingering some little time about the court, during which period he 
seems to have given some uneasiness to his father, whose gravity but ill accorded with 
the gaiety and French manners adopted by his livelier offspring, he was despatched 
upon his travels. Abroad he seems to have aimed at nothing more than the character 
of a courtier dnd a fine gentleman ; which he so far attained, that he was allowed to 
have the peculiar happiness of making every thing that he did become him. In his 
travels he made a campaign under the great Gustavus Adolphus, in the course of which 
he was present at three battles and several sieges. His loyalty, if not his valour, 
appeared in the beginning of our civil wrars ; for after his return to England, he raised 
a troop of horse for the king’s service, entirely at his own charge, and mounted them 
so completely and richly, that they are said to have cost him 12,000/. But this troop, 
with Sir John at its head, behaved so indifferently in the engagement with the Scots, 
upou the English borders, in J'o39, as to occasion the famous lampoon composed by 
Sir John Mennis, bibginning, S,ir John he got him an ambling nag,” &c. This 
ballad was set to a popular tune, and was in great request with the parliamentarians. 
This disastrous occurrence is supposed,^ toJiave listened his death, for he was soon 
after seized with a feverish complaint, of which he died at twenty-eight years of age, 
in 164d. He was possessed of a sprightly wit, and is described as having been a good 
musician, though the want of harmony in hi§, verses would seem to indicated defective 
ear. His works, consisting of a few p^^s, letters, and plays, have been frequently 
reprinted. 

♦ He was the second s^n of John Warley, of Eltham, in Kent, educated at the free-school in Canterbury ; 
Fellow of Clare-Vall ; Rector of Loughton ; Vicar of Witham; Prebendary of Wells, and of Kentishtown, in 
8t. Paul’s, and Archdeacon of Colchester. 
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CHAP. II. 


This parish was formerly included in that of Withani, and consequently is not 
separately mentioned in Domesday book. It joins to Bradwell, on the north, Witham 
on the south, Little Coggcshall on the east, and White Notley on the west : the name 
is formed from the two Saxon words, Ejierren and 1115, supposed Cresses-field ; in 
records. Crossing, Kirsing, Cursing : it is about five miles in circumference ; the soil is 
in general heavy, but good. Hops have been cultivated here. 

The population consists of two hundred and thirty-eight males, and two hundred Population, 
and fifly-onc females ; total, four hundred and eighty-nine. 

Crossing formed part of the possessions of Earl IJaroId, and succeeding proprietors Mam)r. 
of Witham, till the time of King Stephen, who about the year 1 151 granted this manor, 
with the advowson of the church, to the knights tem]^lars, and it hence received the name K<iights 
of Crossing Temple, and was made a preceptory,^ commandery.* WJicn this order *^"’l**‘**‘*‘‘ 
of knights was suppressed, in 1811, Crossing Temple, with their other possessions, 
passed to the knights hospitallers of St. John of Mcrusalem, near West Smithfield : 
some time before this occurrence, the hamlet, or parish, had been divided into Great 
and Little Crossing. 

After the general suppression of religious houses, particularly of the knights hos- 
pitallers, in 1540, the manor of Crossing, and half-hundred of Witham, were gi’anted, Smyih 

f&iiiilv 

in 1541, to Sir William Huse, from whom they passed to the Smyth family, who long 
flourished at Cressing Temple. Their ancestor was Sir Michael Carrington, standard- 
bearer to King Richard the First, in his expedition to the Holy Land. Sir William 
Carrington, his son and heir, was father to Sir William who married Anne, daughter 
of Edmund Farnell, and their eldest son, Edmund, marrying Catherine^ daughter of 
Thomas Herrel? had by her Sir William Carrington, who marrying Catherine, 
tlie sister of William Montague, earl of Salisbury, their eldest son was Sir Thomas 
Carrington, who married Margaret, daughter of Sir Robert Roos ; and his posterity 
were John, Edmund, (who married Jane, daughter of ^\r John fWrers, by whom he 
had Catherine, wife of John ^Trancham, Esq., and Kabell, wife of Thomas Nevil, Es(j.) 
and a daughter, Anne, wife of William Leinton, Esq. Sir Thomas died in 1380, and 
his eldest son, John Carrington, Esq., being Stliged to banish himself from the coun- 
try,! believed, on account of the civil wars of York and Lancaster, changed his 
name to Smyth. He married Melicent, daughter of Robert Laingham, Esq., imd died 
in 14*4^, leaving his eldest son, Hugh, 3lNfressing, also a son Thomas, who was of 


♦ A capital messuage with lands, belonging to this society, was so named, and the governor of it was called 
tlie commander. Prcceptories were benefices possessed b/ the most eminent templars, created by the chief 
master, and named Praceptores Tetnpli, Of these there were sixteen in England, of which Crossing Temple 
was the first in importance . — MonasU Anglic, vol. ii. p. /i l-S. 

t Hie fuit iste Johannes de cujus adversa fortuna historia contexitur. 
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Rivenhall, and by his second wife Isabel, daughter of William Tofts, Esq., of Little 
Baddow, had Sir Clement Smyth, of that place, who married Dorothy, sister to 
Edward, duke of Somerset: John Smyth, of Blackmore, in Essex, and Leonard 
Smyth, of Shouldham, in Norfolk, were also his sons. By this connexion Hugh, the 
eldest son of John Carrington (Smyth, Esq.), first of Crossing, and afterwards of 
Witham, had an only son. Sir John Smyth,* first remembrancer, and one of the 
barons of tlie Exchequer in 1540. Tliomas, the eldest surviving son of Sir John 
Smyth, by his first wife, was of Crossing Temple ; he had by his second wife Mary, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Ncvil, of Holt, in Leicestershire, Clement, Henry, William, 
and Thomas : of these, none had surviving offspring except Sir Thomas, who died in 
1636, when this estate descended to Henry ; or, according to some accounts, to Sir 
John Smyth, son of Sir Thomas, ofdlolt. The estate continued in the possession of 

the family till after the year 1616, \^en it was conveyed to Audley ; Tukc; 

and to Sir Thomas Davies, Knight, lord mayor of London la 1677. His eldest 
son, Thomas Davies, Esq. unfortunately shooting himself here, his brothers, John, 
Robert, and James, sold the estate to the family of Olimius, Lord Waltham. The 
present owner of this manor is J. Grimwood, Esq. A court leet for Cressing Temple 
is kept at Terling the last day of December, yearly. The manor-house had formerly 
a chapel, or oratory, consecrated for divine service, which was, in 1626, granted to 
William Smylh, Esq. at that time lord of the manor. 

The church of Cressing, dedicated to All Saints, was originally a chapel to W^itham, 
and founded by Elphclm att Gore, and his wife Levelote, who gave twenty acres of 
land for its maintenance. Afterwards, when King Stephen granted the rectory of 
W^itham to the religious house of St. Martin-le-Grand, in London, the dean and 
canons there ‘ordained a vicar at Witham, who was bound to support the chapel of 
Cressing ; and since that time the patronage and presentation have remained in that 
church. There is a very ancient monument in the church, to the memory of some 
individuals of the Jvf evil ‘family; 

* c 

FAULKBOURN. 

The name of this*[)arish is supposed vt/) have bven derived from the Saxon Folc and 
bumy the Folk’s brook, or well; applied to a spring between the church and the 
manor-Jiouse, dedicated to St. Germain, and which yet retains the name of that saint. 

Roman villa is supposed to have stoaJ here, from the circumstance of a silver 
.coin of Domitian liaving been found ^dcr an old wall, partly composed of Roman 
bricks, and particularly noticed by Bi^iop Gibson. 

* This Sir John was buried in Witham church ; his arms are: Argent, two chevrons, azure, each charged 
with five fleur-di-lis, or ; on a cliief of the second, a lion passant gardant argent. Crest, an arm sleeved and 
cuffed, argent, holding in a lij^nd proper two broad arrows, or. « 



HUNDRED OF WITHAM. 


227 


This parish lies south from Cressing, and is two miles distant from Witham, in a 
north-easterly direction. The soil does not differ materially from other parts of the 
hundred, but it lies low. 

The population consists of eighty-three males and eighty-five females ; total, one 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

Faulkboum was holden by Turbin in the time of Edward the Confessor, and was 
given by William the Conqueror to his nephew, Hamo Dapifer, who had numerous 
lordships in this bounty. He was Lord of Astremcrville, in Normandy, and descended 
from Duke Rollo. His brother, Robert Fitz-Hamon,* obtained the Barony of 
Gloucester of William Rufus ; and in 1091, was commander in chief in the conquest 
of Glamorganshine from the Welsh. He died in llOT, and was buried in the Abbey- 
church of Tewksbury, leaving four daughters, b^ his wife, Sibil, daughter or grand- 
daughter of Roger Montgomery, Earl of ShrewsThjry. But King Henry the First, not 
permitting so large an inheritance to be divided among feniales, because'not capable of 
performing military service, made the eldest. Cicely, abbess of Shaftesbury ; Ilauise, 

the second, abbess of Wilton ; and Amice, the youngest, he gave in marriage to 

earl of Bretagne ; reserving Sibil or Mabil, the third, for Robert, his natural son, to 
whom he gave, on her own account, the whole honour of Gloucester, a large inheritance 
in Normandy, and the whole estate of her uncle, Hanm Dapifer ; he also conferred on 
him the title of Earl of Gloucester. And thus F aulkbourn, from Hamo 1 )a\)ifer, who died 
without issue, came, by the marriage of his niece, to be involved in the honour of Glou- 
cester, on which it depends, as to its tenure, being holden of the honour of Clare, as of 
the honour of Gloucester. William, the eldest son of Robert, succeeding to his father s 
honours and estates, sold this to Richard de Lucy, lord chief justice of England; the 
said William reserving to himself and heirs the service of ten knight s fees, which 
service, and consequently the tenure of this lordship, came to the honour of Clare, by 
the marriage of Amice, daughter, and at length sole heir of the said earl, with 
Richard de Clare, baron of Clare and Tonebridge, and eart of Gloucester, in right 
of this marriage. RichardjJe Lucy was sheriff o&Essex and rtcrtfordsliire in ll.W, 
and died in 1179, leaving Gcofrey, Herbert, Maud* and Rohaise. Geofrey, the eldest 
son, succeeded, but dying without surviving Spring, his inheritance came to his two 
sisters, and the lands in Essex to Maud, who had two husbands, Walter Fitz- 
Robert, and Richard de Ripariis, or Rivers. She had a son Richard, who died 
before her, and consequently, on her dcind^hi 1243, Richard de Rivers, her grandson, 
became her heir, who being at that time onl^ur years of age, his wardship was givep 

♦ There is an impenetrable darkness* in this part of Nonnan history, llobert Fite-Hamon, we might natu- 
rally suppose to have been the son of Hamo Dapifer, as his name imports ; but he was his brother, and 
Hamo is stated to have been uncle to the daughters of Hamo Dapifer. Camden says linu Robert I'itz- 
Hamon, who conquered Glamorganshire, was the son of Haimon Dentatus, ear^of Corboil. Hr/r* hi Glam, 
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by the king to Philip Basset, for a thousand marks ; and in 1263, he held ten knight’s 
fees, part of which was Fjiulkbourn, under Richard, earl of Gloucester and Hertford. 
John dc Rivers, his son and successor, died in 1294; whose son, of the same name, 
in 1339, conveyed this, with other estates, to Sir John Sutton, of Wivenhoe; and a 
great part of it was in the possession of Thomas Fabell, in 1353, whose son and heir 
was John Fabell. It afterwards passed to Sir John Curzon, who was succeeded by 
Sir Thomas Mandeville, in 1364; who dying in 1399, Alice, his eldest daughter, was 
the next heir : she was twice married ; first to Helmingius Legat, tind aflerwards to 
Roger Spice, of the family of Spice, seated at Bocking. 

In 1411, John de Bohun, earl of Hereford, held these possessions of the Earl of 
Mai'ch, as of his honour of Clare,* in which lie was succeeded by Sir John Montgo- 
mery, who is supposed to have been •a native of Scotland, his arms being nearly the 
same as those of Montgomery, cyrf* of Eglington. This Sir Jolifi was created a 
knight of the *batli, at the feast of St. George, held in Caen, "in Normandy, where 
lie was made privy counsellor to the regent, John, duke of Bedford; captain of the 
strong castle of Arques, and other fortresses ; bailiff* of Caux ; and nominated in the 
scrutiny of tlie order of the garter in the twenty-third of Henry the Sixth; he also 
became famous for various military exploits in the French wars, and was first in the 
list of the gentry of this county returned by the commissioners in 1433. He died in 
144*9, leaving ‘his w idow in possession of this estate, and the advowson of the church, 
which she retained till her death in 1464. The offspring of this connexion were, 
John, Thomas, Anne, and two other daughters, both named Alice; one of these was 
married to John ForUjscue, aftemards to Robert Langley, and lastly to Edmund 
Wiseman; the second Alice became the wife of Clement Spice. John, the eldest son, is 
supposed to have been the person of this name who was beheaded in 1462 for his 
'attachment to the party of King Henry the Sixth. Sir Thomas Montgomery, the 
second son, was one of the most eminent men of his time ; from his infancy, educated 
in the court of King Henty the Sixth ; he was one of the marshals of his hall, keeper 
of the exchange and bf the money ^n the tower of London, and had the w^ardenship of 
the coinage of gold and silver witiiin the kingdom. Having the art of adapting his 
conduct to all chants, he became on^^of the greatest favourites, and of the privy 
council of Edward the Fourth, who heaped upon him places of trust and profit; gave 
him the stewardship of Havering at Bower, of Hadleigh Castle, and of the Forest of 
Essex ; the constableship of Bristol, and o£lhe castle of Caen, in Normandy, and the 
treasurership of Ireland, all for life : heivas created a knight, a knight banneret, and 
a knight of the honourable order of tlfe garter ; he was also employed in embassies 
and affairs of the greatest consequence, and was one 6f the knights of the shire for 
the county of^Essex. He was as great a favourite with Richard the Third as he had 
been with his predecessor, for Richard granted him the whole estate of John de Vere, 
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earl of Oxford, in this county. This, however, was taken from him on the fall of the 
usurper. He was also in high estimation under King Henry the Sever\th. He made 
his will at Faulkbourn, from which we learn that he was possessed of this manor and the 
advowson of the church ; of the manor of Blunt's Hall, and a water-mill called Mocon’s 
Mill, in Witham; of the manors of Rivenhall, and Great Tey; Mulsham, Brayhams, 
and Warrocks, in Great Lees; Bower Hall, in Mersea; and Great Braxtead: he 
had also the manor of Shipton, in Oxfordshire, and of Chauton, in Hampshire. He 
died in 14S4, agefl fifty-five, and was buried in the chapel of our lady, erected by him at 
Tower-hill, in the Abbey of St. Mary of Graces. His first wife was Philippa, daughter 
and co-heir of John Helion, Esq., of Bumsted Helion : his second wife was Lora, 
daughter of Sir Edward Barkely, of Beverston, and widow of John Blount, Lord 
Mountjoy. He had no surviving offspring.* John Fortescue, Esq., was the principal 
heir of Sir Thomas, and seated himself at FaulkblJurn Hall. Another nephew and heir 
was Humphrey Spice, who, on his death in 1485, left an only daughter, named Philippa, 
afterwards married to John, son of the before-mentioned John Fortescue, Esq., by 
which means the greater part of the Montgomery estates came to the Fortescue family.f 
Philippa was, after her first husband’s death, again married, having for her second 
husband Sir Francis Bryan, who, in her right, presented to this living in 1534. The 
family of Fortescue was of Wimpston, in Devonshire. The second son of Sir William 
Fortescue, of that place, was Sir J ohn, who was captain of Meaux and go^fernor of Brie, 
in France, in the reign of King Henry the Sixth, w'hose eldest son, Sir Henry, was lord 
chief justice of Ireland, and his second son, Sir John Fortescue, became chief justice 
of the King’s Bench in 1442, and lord chancellor of E ngland toward the close of the 
reign of King Henry the Sixth. He was the author of “ De Laudihus .Legtim 
Anglia,'" and se;yeral other valuable works. From the third son, Richard Fortescue, 
Esq., proceeded the Fortescues of Poundsborrow, in Hertfordshire. John Fortescue, 
of that place, married Alice, daughter of Sir Geofrey Bullen, by whom he had several 
sons, one of which married Alice Montgomery, as alwve ^ated^^and died in 1518. 
Their son Henry was one qf the four esquires for tke body guamJ of Queen Elizabeth. 
The last of this family, who retained these posseSsions, was John Fortescue, Esq., 
who sold Faulkbourn to Sir Edwaird Bullo^, of Loftes, in Great Totham, in this 
county. 

The name of Bullock is of great antiquity in various parts of the kingdom, but it 
cannot be clearly ascertained from wkaiyg^ this family originally eamc. Richard 

* Arms of Montgomery. Gules a chevron ermines bctl^eii tlirce flcur-dc-lis, or. 

f Sir Adrian Fortescue, of this family, wjfs porter of the. town ol^ Calais, and came over with King Henry 
the Seventh, who created him a kni^t banneret, for his good services. John Fortescue, of Saldcn, in 
Kuckinghamshirc, overseer of Queen Eliaibeth’s studies, master of the wardrobe, a privy counsellor, chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and of the duchy of Lancaster, was his son. Arms of Fortescue. Argcnt^a bend engrailed 
cotised, sable. 
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Bullock lived in the time of Henry the Thirdi and had Gilbert Bullock, Gent., father 
of Robert Bi^llock, who flourished in the reign of Edward the First. His son and 
heir, Gilbert Bullock, Esq., married Anne, daughter and heiress of Thomas Nevil, 
of Barkham, in Berkshire. Dr. William Bullock, clerk, was one of the commissioners 
to negotiate a peace between England and Scotland in 1335, and numerous persons 
of this surname were returned, as gentlemen, in 1431, the twelfth of King Henry the 
Sixth. Henry Bullock, D.D., Fellow of Queen’s College, Cambridge, was a good 
linguist and general scholar : he was intimate with the celebrated* Erasmus, whom 
he calls his master, and who in his letters styles him doctissimum Bovilhm. Cardinal 
Wolsey was his patron. He was rector of St. Martin’s Ludgate, in 1522, and vice- 
chancellor of Cambridge in 152Jj and 1524. George Bullock was fellow of St. 
John’s, in Cambridge, and afterwards master of that college, and vicar of St. Sepulchre, 
London, in 1558. He was also pfEbendary of Durham, and was one of the most 
learned writers of the age in which he lived. Robert Bullock, Esq., of Herburghfield, 
in Berkshire, was sherifT of that county, and of Oxfordshire, in 1389. He bore the 
same arms, and seems to have been the ancestor of the family of the Bullocks of 
Faulkbourn Hall : his son was Thomas, of the same place, who married Alice, daughter 
of William Yeading, whose son Robert married Margaret, daughter of William 
Norris, of Bray, in Berkshire, from whom descended the Lords Norris, of Ricot. 
The Bullocks of Thornborough, in Berkshire, were their descendants; and John 
Bullock, Esq., the first who settled in the county of Essex, was one of them ; he 
resided at Great Wigborough, and died in 1595. Edward, his eldest son, married 
Joan, daughter of John Collen, of High Laver, and died about the year 1601. His 
son and heir, Edward, succeeded him, and in 1609 was knighted by King James the 
First, and purchased Faulkbourn Hall in 1637 ; his posterity have remained here 
to the present time.* The manor house is a stately and spacious building, and 
exhibits the architectural features of various ages; the tower gateway is a fine 
specimen of the e^rly Normal, and is believed to have been built by the Earl of 
Gloucester in the reign of King Stephen, or in that of ^enry the Second; and the 
various other parts are the production of diflerent intermediate ages up to modern 
times, including nuftierous iipprovemeiHs by the' present family. In several of the 
apartments there are fine paintings by Vandyck, Vandevelde, Michael Angelo, Sir 
Williai]C» Beechey, Sartorius, and other masters. The surrounding grounds are 
beautiful and Extensive, and well watere«^ with numerous springs ; and there is a 
redar tree here of extraordinary dimen^ns, believed to be the largest in the kingdom ; 

* Arms of Bullock. Gules, a chevron, ermine, between three bulls' heads caboshed, argent, horned or. 
Crest, on a torse,' rurgent and gules, five bills or staves, sable, bound with an escarf knot, tasselled gules. 
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at six inches above the ground it measures eighteen feet nine inches ; at ten feet from CHAP. ii. 
the ground, fourteen feet nine inches ; its height to the first branch if nineteen feet. 

This elegant seat is enclosed in a park, within which the church, dedicated to St. Church. 
Germain, is situated upon an eminence. It is kept in excellent repair, and has a 
small painted wooden spire, in which are two bells. St. Germain was bishop of 
Auxerre in the fifth century, and one of the champions of the Roman church, 
who came into England to confute the heretical opinions of the celebrated Pelagius. 

He came,” sa/s Mr. Morant, “ to combat, but not to defeat his opponent.” There 
are inscriptions on two stones in the chancel to the memory of two of the 
Fortescuc family, with the dates 1576 and 1598. And on the north side is the 
monument of Sir Edward Bullock, in black marble, with the date 1644. In the 
southern part of this chancel there is a costly' and magnificent monument of white 
marble, bearing on a pedestal a female figure as' large as life, with a scroll, on which 
is an inscription to tlie memory of John Bullock, Esq., of Dives Hall, who died in 
1740. Tlicre arc also other inscriptions, particularly the following, on a neat marble 
monument : 


Near this place lies the body of the 
11 ev. Dr. Richard lUillock, 

Son of Edward Bulh»ck, Esq. 

And of Mary, the daughter of Sir .losiah Child, Hart, 
A gentleman of superior abilities in his profession, 
And strict purity of life and manners. 

An honest sincerity of heart heightened all his 
Christian virtues, 

And a })eeulinr tenderness distinguished him 


As a friend, a son, a husband, and a father, 
lie died at Streatham, in Surrey, Nov. lb, 1751, 
Aged • 

And this stone is raised to his memory 
By Whalley Bullock, his widow, 

As u testimony of her sincere attection and esteem. 
The said Whalley Bullock departed this life 
July 10, 1707, 

And was interred in the same giave. 


A Captain Hutchinson gave by will (the time unknown) 200/., the interest to be Ch.uitio 
annually expended in bread, for the poor. 

FAIRSTED. 

This small parish joins that of Faulkb^urn northward, and as its Saxon name Fairstead. 
imports, is in a pleasant and healthy situation. The soil is varied, containing a con- 
siderable portion of heavy and wet land on a whitish clsiy marl. It is four nyles from 
Witham, and thirty-five from London,* %nd contains about 12,000 acres of land. It 
has only two manors. 

The population consists of one hundred \nd forty-two males, and one liiindred Pnj.uiaiif.j 
and twenty-one females; total,* two hundred and sixty-lhree. 

Fairsted manor house is near the church ; the manor belonged to^ William, earl 
Ferrers, the son of Robert, grandson of Henry de Ferrers, yho lived in the time of 
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the Conqueror. He married Margaret, the daughter and heiress of William Peverell, 
of Nottingharp, and she is supposed to have brought him this, with other lordsliips. 
lie lived about the time of Henry the Second; his sons were Robert and Walche- 
line. It remained in the Ferrers family till the reign of Henry the Sixth, and 
afterwards passed to the Cornewall family, and to those of Chauncey and Hobbes, and 
to Colonel Fiennes ; from whom it was conveyed to the Barwell family, of which 
Newman Barwell appears to have been the last male heir, on whose death these 
possessions came to his sister. This lady, in 1720, contracted with’ Robert Surman, 
deputy-cashier of tlie South-sea Company, for the sale of this manor; the pur- 
chase money was to be 84,000/., but only 1,000/. had been paid in part, when the 
estate was sequestered by parliament for the use of the proprietors of the South-sea 
Stock. Afterwards, it became the property of General Oglethorpe. 

Walley,or Wileigh Hall, is about'iialf amilefrom the church, near the road to Brain- 
tree. The house is almost surrounded by a moat and a pond, arid an ancient building 
belongs to it Ccalled Lady Wydelin’s Clmpcl. This manor was .anciently possessed by 
the Scott family, from wliora it afterwards passed to the Fortcscues and to the families 
of Bond, Deques ter, and to the Ashhursts of Castle Hedingluam. 

The church is small, and has a tower of stone, with three bells; above this there is 
a lofty spire, shingled. The patronage of this church was given by Roger Rydcl * 
to Eustace de F<auconbcrg, bishop of London from 1221 to 1228, or to whomsoever 
he would assign it, and he gave it to his successors, bishops of London, who have 
enjoyed it ever since. 

Near the communion table in the church there is an elegant monument to the 
memory of Sir Anthony Maxey and his lady, who lived here in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth. The cornice is supported by pillars of tlic Corinthian order ; and on the 
•left, beneath an arch, are the effigies of Sir Anthony and his lady, kneeling ; and on 
the right, arc figures of Iiis son and daughter-in-law in similar postures. Several 
others of this family^ are .also buried here. 

The rectory has scVenty-scYenVcres of glebe land, twenty acres of which lie 
separate from the rest, and called Lade W ydclin’s : for this the sum of 6a*. Sd. is 
paid yearly to Hazelfcy parish.^ ^ • 

Sir Philip Basset, brother to Fulk, bishop of London, gave to the dean and chapter 
of St. Paul’s, seventy-six acres of arable, thirty acres of wood, two acres of meadow 
in Faiirsted, and' ten shillings of rent annu.jjlys and also half an acre of meadow land 
in Boreham ; for keeping the anniversary of his brother, the bishop, and paying a 
hundred shillings on the first of May, for a repast or feast in the church of St. Paul. 


♦ Gcofroy Rydcl was eminently learned in the laws of England in the time of Richard the First, and was 
made chief justN*?. By Geva, daughter of Hugh, earl of Chester, he had an only daughter, married to 
Richard, son of Ralph Basset. 
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Fairsted court leet belongs to Cressing Temple ; it extends up to Willeigli Green. CHAP. ii. 

Some lands in this parish belonged to Darcies* chantries in Danbur;f and Maldon. 

A farm in this parish belongs to the widows* almshouses at Witham. 

Edward Livermore, in 1779, bequeathed by will 20/. the interest to be divided Charities, 
among the poor not receiving parish relief. 

WHITE NOTLEY. 

m 

White and Black Notley formerly constituted only one township; the name is sup- white 
posed to have been derived from the Saxon, Jciiu« and ley, a nut pasture. In Doomsday 
book it is written Nutlea, Nutleia, Nuchelea; an4 in other records Nutteslega, Nutc- 
Icgh, Notice, Nofteley, Nuttely. 

The population consists of two hundred and twelve males, and one hundred and Population 
eighty-five females ; tgtal, three hundred and ninetyr seven. 

Til Edward the Confessor’s reign Notley was in the possession of Harold; a freeman, 
named Achi ; Alcstan, another freeman ; Esgar ; Levecild ; and the bishop of 
London. But very soon after, the whole was divided between Gcofrey de Mandc- 
ville, earl of Essex, and Roger Bigod, earl of Norfolk; and without doubt these 
capital proprietors founded the churches of White and Black Notley upon their 
respective lands, for the convenience of their tenants, endowing them wijh glebe lands 
and the tithes. The chief lords here at the time of the survey, were — Eustace, earl 
of Boulogne, Suene of Essex, Hamo Dapifer, John, son of Waleran, Gcofrey de 
Mandeville, and Saisselin ; and their under tenants were, Aluric a Theign, Godcbold, 

Ralph, Robert and John, son of Erunchen. The parish of White Notley contains what 
was held at the time of the survey by the carl of Boulogne, Suene ,of Es*sex and 
Hamo Dapifer.* It joins to the north side of Fairsted, and lies three miles east from 
Black Notley. A strong loam on a clay bottom is the general character of the land. 

In 1211 the Eugaine family held this manor, and, retailed posscvssion till 1399, 
when it went to the fiimily of Pakenham ; and suc^s^vcly passeicl^iiito the possession 
of the families of Aylesbury, Cheney, Vaux, and t;p tljfe Wrights of Kelvedon Hatch. 

White Notley Hall was occupied for a considerable time by a family of the name of wiiitc 
Whitbread ; they intermarried with*the Smyflis of Crossing. 

Slamondsey, or Slamsey, is a manor and hamlet belonging to this parish, on the siamond- 
right-hand side of the road to Little Waltham, and separated from the rest of the 
parish by part of Black Notley and Great Lees ; it consists of three farms, being 
part of the endowment of Lees Priory. At ♦^ic general suppression it was granted 
to Richard Lord Rich, whose, son sold it Uf John Forster, from whom it passed 
to Richard Everard, Esq. who sold it to the Earl of Warwick ; and it was afterwards 
transferred to the last Lord Waltham. Between little and great Slamoifdsey, there is 
a farm called Cuthedge. 
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BOOK II . The cluircli is built of stone^ and has a nave, two aisles and a chancel, and a lofty 
spire with thjee bells. The chancel was thoroughly repaired in 16.‘39 by Henry 
Smyth, Esq. proprietor of the great tithes, and the ceiling was lined with wood, on 
which were several shields of arms, containing the quarterings of the Smyth and Nevil 
fomilies, of Cressing Temple. In the year 1 103, Roger Bigod, having founded u 
monastery at Thetford, in Norfolk, for Cluniac monks, made the tithes of this parish 
part of the endowment; and, in 1273 a vicarage was ordained here and endowed, the 
bishop of London reserving to himself and successors the right of nomination. At 
the suppression, the impropriate tithes were granted to Thomas, duke of Norfolk, 
from whom they have since passed to various proprietors. 

There are two almshouses, with two acres of land, on the road siele in this parish, 

Alins- which were given to the poor by Major Whitebread, of Baddow-: to these the 
parishioners have since added a hopse for one dweller. 

BLACK NOTLEY. 

Black This parish contains what was holden here at the time of the survey, under the 

^ name of Nutlea, by John, son of Waleran, Geofrey de Mandevillc and Sasseline. It 

is pleasantly situated on high ground, and extends to the extremity of the hundred, 
northward. The soil is of various descriptions, but very fruitful. 

Population. The population consists of two hundred and eight males, and tw^o hundred and ten 
females ; total, four hundred and thirteen. 

Anii«|uitic.s. Several fragments of antiquities were dug up in a held here in the year 1752, among 
which were, an oblong blue glass vessel, with white bands running round it at unequal 
distances ; various pieces of earthenware ; a copper vessel with a small neck and 
globular body ; and another fragment of copper, like a fluted column, terminated at 
one end witli a ram’s head, aiuj. in its general appearance similar to one given by Count 
Caylus as a knife-liaiVdle.* 

Ntanor « There are two manors in this p;.rish. The manor house of Black Notley, which 

is also named Gobions, is near the church, and the lands belonging to it are those held 
by Waleran and Sasseline, and which became incorporated into the honour of Man- 
deville, of which this manor was holden by the service of one knight’s fee and a half. 
William dc Mapdeville, the son of Geofrey, by Margaret, daughter of Eudo Dapifer, 
had two sons : Geofrey, earl of Essex, and Walter. The latter had this estate : he 
married Gunnilda, daughter of Maurice the sheriff’,^ also surnamed Fitzgilbert, and had 
by her Sir Thomas de Mandeville, w'ho married Rose; their son. Sir John, had 
licence, in the forty-eighth of Henry the Third, to hunt in the county of Essex. The 


* Gough'A additioDH to the Britannia, vol. ii. p. 56 , 
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second Sir Thomas of this family was his son ; who, marrying Ismcna, the sister of Sir CH ap. i i. 
John de Roos, had Walter, who by his wife, Agnes, daughter of Nicholas Barrington, "" 
had Sir Thomas Mandeville, living in the year 1372, and who had a park in this parish : 
his wife was Anne, daughter and heir of Thomas de Drokensfieid, or Drokensford ; 

and their son. Sir Thomas, marrying the daughter of Wauton, Knight, had by her 

Thomas, Alice, and Joan. On the death of Thomas, in 1399, his two sisters became 
his co-heirs. Joan was married, first to John Barry, and afterguards to William Pirton, 
of Ipswich ; and 'Alice had for her share, the manor of Black Notley, and other estates 
in this county. She was first married to Helmingius Legat, Esq. sherifl' of Essex 
and Hertfordshire in 1101 and 1408, and had by him a son named Thomas, who is 
supposed to have. died before his mother. The second husband of Alice was Roger, 
or Richard Spice, ♦ of the family of that name seated at Booking and Willingale-Spaii;. 

He died in 1459, and his wife died in 1420. Their son and heir was Clement Spice, 

Esq., who married Alice, daughter of Sir John Montgomery, and sister and co-heir to 
Sir Thomas Montgomery of Faulkhourn Hall : and on his death in 1 483, left a son, 
Humphrey, who on his death, in 1485, left Philippa, his daughter and heir, aged only 
one year. She was married to John Fortesciie, Esq. to whom she brought a very 
great estate ; but in which this manor was not included, for it went to Joan Bradbury, 
witli other lands in White Notley, both the Leighs, Felstcd, and Fairsted, holden of 
the king, as of his duchy of Lancaster. This lady, who, in 1530, was a widow, is 
supposed to have been the sister of Humphrey Spice, or one of that fomily. She was 
married, first to Thomas Bodley, by whom she had James, and a daughter, named 
Uionysia. Her second husband was Thomas Bradbury, lord mayor of London in 
1509, son of William Bradbury of Braughing, in Hertfordshire. James Bodley, her 
son, died befora her, leaving a son who became her heir, but seems to liave died soon 
after her, for all the estates became vested in her daughter, who was married to • 
Nichohis Leveson, sheritf of London in 15.31, owner of Horne Place, at Hailing, in 
Kent, by whom she had four sons and three daudiftrs : ’Dorotjiy was the wife of 
William Strecte ; Elizabeth, of Sir William llewt, Jord maVor of London; and 
Mary, of Edmund Caltliorp, (Jent. Of the sons, Nicholas and John died witlio*ut 
issue ; but Thomas, the second .'Urn, on rfie death pf liis ntothcr, who survived 
her husband, and died in 15()1, succeeded to the family inlieritaiicc. He married 
Ursula, daughter of Sir John (iresham, of Jillesley, in Surrey, ajul had by her nine 

daughters and three sons, of whom, William married the daugliter of-* Robo^Jiam, 

of the wardrobe to Queen Elizabeth, and bv her had Thomas, born in 1594; John, 
the eldest son, succeeded his fatlief, and had ;wo wives ; ('hristiaii, daughter of Sir 
William Mildmay, chancellor of the Exchecjiier, by whom he had five daughters, and 


Armii of Spire. Argent, on a chief engrailed, azure, threcynartlcta, or. 
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BOW n. five sons. His second wife was Margaret, daughter of Sir Richard Manwood, chief 
baron of the Exchequer, by whom he had three daughters. John Leveson, Knt., 
the eldest son, held a court here in 1615; but from 1616 to 1620, the courts were 
Jiolden in the names of Sir Francis V’^ane, Sir Richard Newport, Knts., and Edward 
Ban’et and Walter Barret, Esqrs. Afterwards the manor was in the possession 
of Richard, the second son, born in 1588, and created Knight of the Bath at the 
coronation of King Charles the First, who held it from 1627 to 1634, when he sold 

it to Thomas Keightly, Esq., from whom it afterwards went to Thorowgood, Esq., 

Pate, Esq., Francis Asty, Esq., succeeded by Sir Marmaduke AstyWyville, Bart. 

and other proprietors. 

Staiintons. Stauntoris is an estate which has-been annexed to this manor; the, house is beside 
the road from Braintree to Faulkbourh ; it was in the possession of Clement Spice in 
1483. 


Tlio Buck. Pluintrees is' a capital estate in tliis parish, called also, the Bu6k : Milbournc (barter 
held this estate in right of his wife. . The Buck is a good house, in which he resided. 

Church. q'he church, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, has a wooden turret, containing 
three bells, above which there is a shingled spire. Walter de Mandeville, in 1217, 
gave the lands and tithes of this church to the Priory of the Holy Trinity, in London, 
which, on the suppression of that house, were granted to John Cock and his heirs, to 
be holden of the manor of Clerkenwell. It afterwards came to the Levesons, lords of 
this manor. 

Parsonage. The parsonage house was new built by Geofrey Barton, LL. I), during his 
incumbency. 

The learned and Christian philosopher, Ray, an honour and an ornament to this his 
native county,* and to the nation, was born here ; and in the church-yard there is 
a handsome square monument on a pedestal, surrounded by an iron balustrade, which 
was erected by the Right Rev. Henry Compton, bishop of London : it bears the 
following elegant Lajtin inscription. 


Inscrip- 

tions. 


, Kruditissimi viri Joharmis Ray, A. M<» 
quicquid mortale fuit 
Hoc ill angasto tumifio rccondituin est ; 
at Scripta, 

non una continet regio ; 
r Kt fatna undique cclcberrinia 
retat niori. 

Collegii S. S. Trinitatis Cantab, fuit olim micius ; 
Ncc non societatis rogiic apud LondincnsiH godalijF, 
Egregiuiii utriusque ornaiiiGntum. , 

In omnium scientiarum genert*, 

Tam divinuruin quam humanaruni, 

« Versatissiums. 

£t sicut alter Solomon cui for<ian unico secundus, 


a' cedro ad hyssopum, 

Ab animaliuin tnaximis .ad minima usque insectarum, 
* Kxquisitam nactus est notiiium. 

Nec de plantis solum, qua patet terra; facies, 
Accuratissime disseruit ; 

Sed est intima ipsius viscera sagacusime rematus. 
Quicquid notatu dignum in universe natur& 
descripsit ; 

Apud exteras gentes agens 
Quae aiiorum oculos fugerant diligontcr exploravit. 
Multaq ; scitu dignissima primus in luccnn protulit. 
Quod superest, ca morum simplicitato praeditus, 
Ut fucrit absq ; invidiA doctus 
Sublimis ingenii, 
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Et quod raro accidit, demiasi simul aniini modestiq ; 
Non sanguine et genere insignia, 

Scd (quod majus) 

Propria virtutc illustris ; 

Dc opibus titulisq ; obtincndis- 
Parum solicitus : 

Hsec potius mereri voluit, quam adipisci : 

Duin sub privato lare, sua sorte contentus, 
(F<irtuna lautiofi dignus) ronsenuit. 

In rebus aliis sibi inodum facile imposuit : 


In studiis nullum. 

Quid plura, 

Hisce omnibus 

Pietatem niinime fucatam adjunxit. 

Ecclesiae Anglicanae 
(id quod supremo babitu confinnavit) 
Totus cst ex anitno addictus. 

Sic bene latuit, bene vixit vir bcatus, 
Quern pra^ens setas colit, postera inirabitur. 


TRANSLATION. 

Whatever was mortal of that learned man, John Kay, A. M. is contained in this narrow tomb ; but his 
writings are not confined to one country, and his fume, everywhere most celebrated, forbids him to die. He 
was once a fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and of tli€ Koyal Society of London, of both a bright 
ornament. In every department of science, both divine aqd human, he was well-skilled : and, like another 
Solomon, to whom alone ))erhaps he was second, from the cedar tc» the hyssop, from the greatest animals to the 
most diminutive insects, he had gained a most accurate knowledge of nature. Nor did he make known only 
the plants wliich grow lipon the earth’s surface : he explcfi*cd also its interior, and* described whatever 
was worthy of notice in all nature. In his travels in foreign countries, he diligently examined what had 
escaped the eyes of others, and first brought to light many things that were worthy of knowledge. As to the rest, 
he was possessed of such simplicity of manners, that he wjis learned without envy, of a lofty genius, and, whi^ 
rarely happens, at the same time of a humble an<>mo<lest mind. Not renowned for the glory of his ancestors 
hut, which is more illustrious, by his own virtue. Little solicitous of obUiining riches and titles, he wished 
rather to deserve than to possess them. He reached old age in his own jirivatc dwelling, contented with his 
lot, though worthy of a higher fortune. In otlier things he easily confined himself to moderation, in his studies 
he had none. To all these he joined an unfeigned piety, and was to the last a /.ealous ad^^pcatc of the English 
Church. Thus this happy man lived a good life in a virtuous concealiiient, whom the present age reveres, the 
future will admire. 


On the nortli side, — 


J. RAY. j 


Nat. 29 Nov., IG2S. 
Ob. 17 Jan., 1705,-6. 


The Priory *of Leighs had a messuage and ten acres of land in this parish. 

Mr. Coker left an estate at Docking, called Hull-Bush, of which an annuity of eight 
pounds is given to that number of poor widows, oniLadyiday, and five pounds to a 
charity school. Ten pounds a year for ever was \^hy Mary,'tfit daughter of Edwin 
Widford, of this parish, atid wife of Captma Tluwias* Kitching. 

The learned Dr. William Bedell was horn in this parish in J 570, and educated at 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, whore he olitained a fellowship at the age of twenty- 
three. In 1(504 he became chaplain to Sir Homy Wotton, and accompanied that 
gentleman on his embassy to the republic df Venice, where he obtained the friendship 
of the famous Antonio dc Domini.s, archbishop of Spalatro, whom he assisted ‘in the 
book entitled “ Dc Uepublica Ecclesiastica.S He also contracted a close intimacy 
with Father Paul Sarpi, who^iresented him ^ith his manuscript history of the council 
of Trent, and other valuable writings. In 1(527, he was elected provost of Trinity 
College, Dublin, and two years afterwards was presented to the bisho}trics of Kihnore 
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BOOK II. and Ardagh : but though two of the poorest sees in Ireland, the conscientious scruples 
of this good bishop would not allow him to appropriate two livings to himself, and he 
therefore resigned one of tliem. His episcopal character was exemplary j and by his 
firm, yet conciliating endeavours, he effected a considerable reformation in the conduct 
of the inliabitants of his diocese, which had been previously considered one of the 
most turbulent and licentious in the countiy. When the rebellion broke out in 1642, 
the bishop at first did not feel the violence of its effects ; for the very rebels had 
conceived a great veneration for him, and they declared he should be the last 
Englishman tliey would drive out of Ireland. His was the only house in the county 
of Cavan that was not violated, and it was filled with people who fled to him for 
protection. About the middle of December, however, pursuant to .orders received 
from their council of state at Kilkenn5^, they required him to dismiss the people that 
were with him, wliich he refused to do, declaring he would sliarc the same fate as the 
rest. Upon this, they seized him, two of his sons, and Mr. Clo^, who had married 
his daughter-in-law, and carried then^ prisoners to the castle of Clougliboughter, sur- 
itunded by a deep water, where they put them all, except the bishop, in irons : after 
some time, however, this part of the severity was abated. After a confinement of about 
three weeks, the bishop, his two sons, and Mr. Clogy were exchanged for some of the 
principal rebels ; but the worthy bishop died soon after, on the 9th of February, 1642, 
his death being* chiefly occasioned by his imprisonment. The Irish did him unusual 
honour at his burial ; for the chief of the rebels gathered their forces together, and 
with them accompanied his body to the church-yard. He was the author of many 
learned works. 

Hay. John Ray, M.A., was the son of Roger Ray, a blacksmith, of this parish, who, 

, perceiving that’ he possessed a superior genius, sent him to school at Braintree, and 
from thence to Cambridge, where he was admitted into Catherine Hall, but afterwards 
removed to Trinity College. He took the degree of M.A., and became a senior 
fellow ; but his inieni^ apphcatioti to study having injured his health, he was obliged 
to exercise himself mu^i in riding, ')r in walking, which confirmed him in his attach- 
meht to the study of nature. In 1661 he made a tour through Oreat Britain, accom- 
panied by the celebrated Mr. Francis Wijloughby, in search of rare plants; and in 
the following year accompanied the .same gentleman in a tour through Holland, 
Germanj^, France, and Italy; and, on his return, was made F.R.S. Mr. Wil- 
loughby dying spon after liis return fron> the Continent, made Mr. Ray one of his 
executors, and tutor to his children, with sixty pounds a year for life. In 1673 he 
married a daughter of Mr. Oakley, of Launton, Oxfordshire. Among his most 
valuable works are, “ Topographical and Moral Observations made in Foreign Coun- 
tries,” “ Tlie Wisdom of God manifested in the Works of the Creation,” and “Three 
Physico-theological Discourses concerning the Chaos, Deluge, and Dissolution of the 
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World.” His communications to the Philosophical Society, and numerous works on CHAP, li . 
natural history and other subjects, are deservedly esteemed. He was tnodest, affable, 
and communicative, and distinguished by his probity, charity, sobriety, and piety. 

Towards the latter part of his life, Mr. Ray removed from Cambridge to his native 
place, where he died in 1706, in his seventy-eighth year. 

TERLING 

Lies between* Hatfield Peverell and Fairsted, and is bounded on the west by 'reriinir. 
the hundred of Chelmsford. This parish is pleasant in its situation, and its soil, 
though in some places heavy, is yet highly productive. Its name is of uncertiiin 
derivation. It is two miles north-west from Witham, eight from Chelmsford, and 
thirty-six from London. I'here is a fair here on Whit-Monday. 

The population consists of four hundred aiuj ten males, and three hundred and Population, 
seventy-one females ; total, seven hundred and eighty-one. 

In Edward the Confessor’s reign Terling was holden by a king’s thane, named 
Ailincr ; Jind, at the time of the general survey, by Ralph Peverell, with an under- 
tenant named Richard. There are four manors, or capital estates in this parish. 

Terling manor had formerly a good mansion-house near the church, called Terling Terling 
Place. This manor was originally part of the endowment of the abbey of Ely, but house, 
was taken from it by William the Conqueror, on account of the protection found there 
by the fugitive Saxons, and it was given to Ralph Peverell ; it afterwards passed to 
Robert dc Bruce, and to the Bohuns, carls of Es.sexand Hertford, as lords paramount. 

It was held under them in 1269 by the bishop of Norwich, and his successor had a 
park and a j)alace here, with a chapel that had the privilege of siuictuary ;*and here 
the celebrated J lubert de Burgh, earl of Kent and chief justice, fled for refuge from 
the pursuit of his enraged sovereign, King Henry the Third. It continued to be held* 
by the see of Norwich* till Richard Nix exchanged jt with the crown in ld35 for the 
lands, manors, Sic, belonging to St. Bennot de fJhilm. Kijig. Henry the Eighth 
resided here, as apjiears jTrom several acts of Ins ; particularly the creation of ^Sir 
Edward Seymour, Viscount Beauchamp, in 1736; in w’hich year that monarch granted 
this manor, w^kh the advowson of Hie rectonj- and vicarage, to Thomas Audley,f lord 
chancellor of England, and Thomas Poinell : IVom the family of Audley it passed by 
marriage to Thomas Howard, duke of Norfolk, who sold it to Thomas Mildmay, l\sq., 
of Moulsham Hall, from some of whostf posterity it came to Thoma's Western^ Esq., 
of Rivenhall, who gave it, with his daughter in marriage, to Henry FeathcrstoiA?. 

Esq., brother to Sir Heneage Featherstoiie, i>( Harsingbrook, in Stanford-le-IIop(‘ ; 


• In the Bishop of Norwich obtained a grant of a market and a fair at Terling, the latter N \it 

continued. 

t He obtained a licence, in lo40, to enclose three hundred acres here for a park. 
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Strutt 

tnniily. 


Baroness 

Rayleigh. 


Marjforios, 
or Terling 
llnii. 


and it was purchased in. 1761 of Sir Matthew Featherstonehaugh, by John Strutt, 
Esq., and has temairied in the family. 

The present manor-house is an elegant quadrangular building, on elevated ground, 
commanding an extensive and pleasant prospect ; it is enclosed in a handsome park, 
well wooded, and both the mansion and surrounding grounds have been greatly 
improved by the last and present proprietor. 

Sir Denner Strutt, Knt., was of Little Warley, of which place he was created a 
baronet in 1641 ; he suffered severely from the arbitrary exactions of the parliament 
in the time of King Charles the First, being compelled to pay 1,350/. for the redemp- 
tion of his estates, which had been seized ; and he was afterwards slain in battle, 
fighting in the royal cause. Sir Deqner leaving no surviving offspiing, his brother 
was the ancestor of the present family. John Strutt, Esq., of Terling, was repre- 
sentative of Maldon in three succe.ssive parliaments. In 1756 he married Anne, 
daughter of the Rev. William Goodday, of Strcllay, in Nottinghamshire, by whom 
he had John, who died in 1781 ; Joseph Holden, his heir; and William Goodday, 
a major-general, and governor of Quebec. Mr* Strutt died at the advanced iige of 
ninety, and was succeeded by his son, Joseph Holden Strutt, who was educated at 
Winchester, and afterwards at Brazennosc College, Oxford, where, as a gentleman- 
commoner, he took the regular bachelor and master of arts degrees. In 1782, he was 
appointed lieutenant-colonel to the Essex militia; in May, 1796," he was appointed 
colonel of the Essex supplementary militia, which being reduced, he was again 
appointed colonel to another regiment of Essex militia, and that also being reduced, 
he w’as appointed colonel to the first Essex local militia, retaining his rank of colonel 
from the original date of that commission in the militia service. In the year 171X), he 
succeeded his father as representative in parliament for the ancient boroxgh of Maldon, 
*w'hich he uninterruptedly represented till 1827, and was afterw^ards chosen for 
Okehampton. This gentleman ^married the Lady Charlotte Mary Gertrude, fourth 
daughter and eighth\.child of J^nes, duke of Leinster, by Lady Emily Lennox, 
daughter of Charles, duke of llichpiond, Lennox, and Avbigny, The offspring by 
this marriage are, Emily Anne, born 24th of January, 1790; John James, born 30th 
of January, 1796; and Charlotte Olivia Elizabeth,* born 5th of January, 1798. The 
Lady Charlotte Mary Gertrude Strutt was created Baroness Rayleigh, on the 9th of 
July, 1&21. Heir apparent, John James, her ladyship's only son. Creation, 18th 
of July, 181 1.* ' * 

^ The manor of Margeries, or Terling Hall, belonged to the knights hospitallers till 
the dissolution of monasteries, when it seems to have been held in portions by various 


• Arms of Strutt. Argent, ji saltier, gules. Supprrt(;rs : dexter, a reindeer, or, collared sable ; sinister, 
a monkey proper, chained, or. ^ « 
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persons till it came to the Smyth family about the year 1554, from whom it passed chap. ji. 
into that of Shaa; and from them, by marriage, was conveyed to the family of 
Godebold, or Godbolt* This family came from Suffolk. John Godebold, Esq. 
married Mary, the eldest daughter of John Sammes, Esq., and had with her Topingo 
Hall ; and afterwards, various individuals of the family, by intermarriages with the 
families of Shaa and Aylmer, became possessed of Mugdon Hall, in Ulting, and of 
TerlingHall. 

The manor of Ringers took its name from an ancient family, and was in the Ring‘rs. 
possession of John Renger, in the time of Henry the Third and Edward the First. 

It was afterwards purchased by Nicholas le Or(v$, and passed to the families of 
Goldington, Chertesey, and Henxtwell, and the Rochester family. In 1508, Robert 
Rochester held the manor of Ringers of the bishgp of Norwich, as of his manor of 
Terling Hall; and op his death, in 1558, was asucceeded by John,* his son; it 
passed from him to Robert Wiseman, Esq. ; to — Haver, Gent., of Norfolk, who 
sold it to — Taverner, of Halstead, from whom it passed to John Godebold, of 
Terling Hall, who sold it to John Harris, distiller, of Redcross-street, London, who 
married Sarah Sawin, of Great Lees, and whose son Benjamin, in 1746, sold this 
manor to Mr. John Strutt, of Maldon. The manor-house is about a mile from the 
church. 

Lowes, or Loys Hall, was a manor, formerly belonging to the Rochesters. The Lowf's, or 
house was remarkably large, but a great part of it has been taken down ; yet there is ^^'^*** 
sufficient of it loft to make a very good and commodious farm-house. This estate, 
with that of Scarlctts, was holden, in 1588, under Sir George Norton, of his rectory 
of Terling, by William Rochester, who was succeeded by his son John from* whom, 
passing to the T&verncr family, it became the projxjrty of James Taverner, M.D. on 
whose death it was purchased by Mr. John Strutt. The ancient ftimily of Rochester 
flourished in this parish for many generations. Ricluird de.Rducester lived here in 

1317, and John Rowchester died 1144, having bec^* returned, in* 14^33, one of the 
chief gentlemen of the couhty appointed for the better keeping of the peace: l^p 
married the widow of William Gotham, and lies buried with herein Terling Church, 
where Robert Rochester, and Johanna, his wiTe, are alsd buried. Robert Rochester, 
comptroller of the household to John, earl of Oxford, died in 1506, iuid John, his 
son, died the year following, having married Grisihl, daughter and co-heir df Ralf 
Writtle, and leaving by her three sons— Robert, William, and John. The eldest, 

Sir Robert, was comptroller of the household to King Philip and Queen Mary, and* 
died in 1557. Willijim, his next brother, succeeded him, and died in 1558, leaving 
by his wife Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Thomas Newton, four sons and two 
daughters. Of these, Grisild was tlie wife of Joblyn Pease, and Philippa was 

♦ Arms of Godebold. Azure, two cross-bows in saltier, arg^it. ^Crest, a hand dexter armed, throwing a dart. 
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Booi^. married to Laurence Ball, of London. John, the eldest son and heir, married first, 
Philippa, daughter of Richard Whetley, by whom he had two sons and six 
daughters: Anne, wife of Thomas Wyberd, or Whitbread; Margaret, of James 
Lord, of London; Penthesilia, of John Bronshall, of Huntingdonshire; Mary, of 
Henry Savillc ; Philippa, of Thomas Shaa, of Terling; and Elizabeth, of John 
Frankling, of Kent. His second wife, Johanna, had two children— Robert and 
M«ary. John Rochester died in 1584, and Emerius, his eldest son and heir, married 
Frances, daughter of Francis Stonard, of Knolles Hill, in this county, and died in 1618. 
h1ii Ridley Hall is a very old house, about a mile from the church, on the road to 

Great Leighs. It was in the po^ssession of a Saxon, named Esgar, in the time of 
Edward the Confessor, and at the Svrvey belonged to Geofrey de Mandeville. After- 
wards it belonged to a family whicji, from the place, took the surname of Riddelee, or 
Rcdleigh. Roger Redleigh held k of Roger de Bohun, earl of Essex, in 1372. No 
further account has been preserved till it came into tlie possession of Sir Humphrey 
Browne, one of the judges of tlie Common Pleas, who died in 1563. George, his 
son and heir, was, at that time, fifty years of age. 

This estate afterwards formed part of the possessions of the owners of New Hall, 
in Boreham, and was purchased by Benjamin Hoare, Esq., who sold it to Thomas 
Chitty, Esq.^ lord mayor of London in 1760. Ridley Hall has been conjectured 
to be what was anciently called the manor of Necton ; but of this there is no certain 
evidence. 


hlr *( • Oakendon’s-fee, or Owls Hill, is an estate which lies near Fairsted; in 1494, it 

belonged to Sir Thomas Montgomery. * 

Church. The'church, dedicated to All Saints, is a spacious building, in good repair, and has 

a nave, south aisle, and a chancel, which was some time ago repaired, and very 

elegantly fitted up, by John Strutt, Esq. In the year 1730, the steeple, having been 

repaired in an imperfect man»cr,.and without properly securing the foundation, gave 

way, and the notth, south ahd west sides of it fell to the ground, leaving the 

bells, five in number, suspended in the frame, supported only by the cast side of the 

steeple ; in which sjfate it remained till props could be brought from Maldon, which is 

between five and six miles distant. ItVas afterwards rebuilt with brick, as we learn 

from the following inscription, on the western side, under the clock : 

€; 

Spacio vetpsta fesso ruinam dedi ; duabusq : illapsis messibus tertia, Johanne Scott et 
Damelc Stammers iEdilibus, spectator surrexi Antonio Gould Latomo. Anno sal. humans;, 
‘ 1732/* 


1!^AN8LATIOy. 


" Tliis erection being very old, it fell down ; and continuing in that state for two years, was 
rebuilt on the third, being the year 1732. John Scott and Daniel Stammers the ohurch«war- 
dens, and Anthony Gould the builder." 
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On the wall, at the east end of the aisle, is the following inscription 
plate : — 

** Within this ylc of Terling is enterred an esquyer, 

Whose lyfe to virtue's path was bent, till death dyde clayme his biere ; 

His name,hyght Wm. Rochester, with whotne lyeth buried here, 

Eliz. his ouely wyfe, a lowinge faithfull feere ; 

The fatal dart of pryingc Death, hyr lyfe did take away. 

In July inoneth departed shoe, the nine and twenty day, 

A thqpsand and five hundreth yeres, from Christ his incarnation. 

And fyftye-syxe, the truth to showe, as tyme will make relacion. 

The worthy gentleman not longc behynde his lovynge wyfc, 

The sccondc of September dyde yeld up his mortal lyfe. 

In anno, as I sayde before, of hundreds five tim^s three. 

And fifty-eight his soul dyde goe, where all God's chosen bee." 

There is also a Latin inscription to the memory* of another of the same family, but 
the characters arc ne*arly obliterated, so that it cannot be i)erfectly understood ; it 
is intended to inform posterity, that John Rochester, Esq., married two wives, by 
whom he had twelve children, that he was pious and charitable, and died the last 
day of March, in the year 1584. 

HATFIELD PEVEREL. 

The name, in the original Saxon, is written peatpelb, paSpel'n, ‘and pe«Fel*ba, iiatihid 
signifying a heathy field, and Peverel is added to distinguish this place from die 
parish called Hatfield Broad Oak, in the hundred of Harlow. In early records the 
name is wTitten Hadfclda, Hetfend, and Hethfeld. 

This parish joins Ulting on the south, and lies chiefly on the high road between Shu:nnm. 
Boreham and ,Witham. It is two miles distant from the latter toAn, six north- 
east from Chelmsford, and thirty-four from London. 

In 1821 this parish contained five hundred and twenty-one females, and five PopuiatK-n- 
hundred and eighty males ; totiil, one thousand one hyndrcc? and pne. 

The soil is in general, light and gravelly, and pontains • extensive woodlands. Soil. 

** Many woods have been grubbed up here, and cuffivated to great advantage ; sowirfg, Woods, 
first cole seed, then oats, then wheat; the ejops immense, insomuch, that the three, 
sometimes two, and in a few cases, even one jxaid the value of the fee simple of 
the old wood, which indeed yielded badly, not paying, at fourteen years’ growth, 
above five or six pounds jier acre.’** • • 

This district, in the Saxon times, was in the possession of Aimer and thirteot^ 
freemen, and at the general survey was part*of the jwsscssions of Ralph Peverel ; 

Serlo, Emulph, and Richard fiolding under him. There arc five manors or capital 
estates in this parish. 


on a brass chap. jj. 


InRcrij*iion. 


.\gricuUural U import of Essex. 
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II. The manor-house of Hatfield Peverel was also called Hatfield Termines, or 
Tennytts, from a person of the name of Elene Tcrminc, by whom it was held in the 
reign of Edward the First. The account of the possessors of this estate cannot be 
distinctly traced till we find it in the Bacon family, in 1310, from whom it descended 
to the families of Berghersh, Arundel, and to Thomas Chaucer, son of the celebrated 
poet, Geofrey Chaucer, whose daughter vras married to William de la Pole, duke of 
SuiTolk, whose grandson, John, earl of Lincoln, engaging in tlie affair of Lambert 
Sininel, was slain in a battle at Stoke, in Nottinghamshire, in 148/, and this estate, 
with his other possessions, were forfeited to the crown. It was afterwards granted to 
Oliver St. John, Esq., whose posterity enjoyed it for many generations, till it was 
sold, in the year 1674, by Sir Walter St. John, to Anthony Collins, Esq., of the 
Middle Temple ; from whom it passed to his son Henry, w^hose son, Anthony, died in 
1723, his only son having died before him, and his estates descended to his two 
daughters, Elizabeth, maiTied to Walter Carey, r^sq., and Martha, to the hon. 
Robert Fairfax, brother to Lord Fairfax. Upon Martha’s death, Walter Carey, 
Esq., in right of his wife, became entitled to this, and the manors of Saiuion, and 
of (liberake, in Purley. The mansion-house, cjtlled Hatficldbiiry, lies about half 
a mile north from the church. 

iia- The Priory manor of Hatfield Peverel was one of the numerous lordships given 
to Ralph Peverel, who married the beautiful Ingelrica, daughter of a noble Saxon, 
the concubine of William the Conqueror. This lady, in her latter days, repenting 
her past conduct, to make some atonement, founded a college here in the time of 
William Rufus, for secular canons, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, where she spent 
the remainder of her life, and at her decease, about the year ilOO, was buried in 
the church. ‘Her legitimate son, named William Peverel, who governor of 
Dover Castle in the time of Henry the First, converted the college into a priory of 
Benedictines, subordinate to St. Alban’s abbey, dedicating it .o the Virgin Mary. 
He confirmed all that before belonged to that church, and which had been given to 
it by his father and ancestors, adding thereto his own piansion, and all his other 
hdbses, to be converted into dwellings for the monks ; and three fields near the 
church, and AlvelwGod and Haiwood; also lands called Copinch, Colinges, and 
Aichacham, with a mill ; the tithes of his rents in Maldon, the whole tithe of Dome, 
and the churches of Achaton, Aselon, and Christesaie, with hands and tithes.* 
They also had the advowson and patronage of the church of Little Waltham, and the 
tithes of certain demesne lands in Bradwell-ncar-the-sea; wdth tithes in Little Baddow, 
in Ulting, Witham, Terling, and Bdreham. In 1231 this priory was nearly de- 
stroyed by fire, but was afterwards re-edified. At the suppression it was purchased of 
the cro^ii, by Giles Leigh, of Walton Leigh, in Surrey, son, or grandson, and heir 

• One of these tliurdies, the names of which arc so disfigured, was Assiiigton, in Suifolk. 
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of Thomas Leigh, Esq., who died in 1509, possessed of the manors of Haylesley, chap. IJ. 
Siielley, Garnets, and Olyffs, in Margaret Roding. On his death, in 1538, he left 
two daughters to succeed to his possessions : these co-heiresses married two brothers 
of the Alleyn family, of Thaxted. The ancestor of this family was Richard Alleyn, Aikyn fa. 
Gent., who had three sons; two of the name of John, and Christopher. Sir John 
Alleyn, his eldest son and heir, was citizen and mercer of London, of which city he 
was lord mayor* in 1525 and 1535; and, on account of his su}>erior talents and 
fa:qiurcnients, was chosen of the privy council to King Henry the Eighth. He was 
great benefactor to the city of London, and gave to it a rich collar of gold, to be 
worn ^ s'^cceeding lord mayors, and 500 marks, to be a stock fur sea coal. The 
rents oi his lends ^^urchased of the king, he leftfto be distributed to tlie poor in the 
wa’' is of ^on for ever, besides considerible benefactions to the prisons and 
liospital . He died i \raarried in 1514, and mts buried at St. Thomas Acres, in 
Cheapside in a chrfi)cl which he liad br*H theA. He was succeeded in his estates 
and po.'- (ssioiis hy )»'s br^'flier. John Alleyn, jun., of Thaxted, who married 
‘he eldest daiighto. of uiie‘ Leigh; and his brother Christopher married 
Agnes, the otfK.*r sister and co-heiress’, hy which this manor, and other possessions, 
w(*ri ^onv yed tr> the Alleyn ianiilv, in which they continued for many generations.* 

Edwanl Alh*yn, high sheriH’ Es.^ex .n lG2f), was of this family, and in the same 
year w;is creav* ji i He married Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of 

Geo»'gt* Scot^ Ks<|., of Little Leighs, with n he had Little Lcighs Hall, Staple- 
ford Taiiy Hall, and Ovesiiam Hall, in Matching. Of Sir Edward's children, Martha 
was the w>f»‘ of his chaplain, John Blower, vicar of Hatfield, and rector of Fairsted ; 
and Mary c rncal to Robe 't Clive, Es(p, of Stych, in Shropshire. Sir Edward 
•died i. (>38 oldo?t son, Edmund, having died before him, andJiaving left, by 
Mary, llie daugliter of Xiciiolas Milh ”, of Wrothara, in Kent, a son, Edmund, and a^ 
daughter, Elizabeth, first married to John Robinson, Esq., father of Sir John 
Robinson, if Deiiston Hall, in Suffolk, Knt., Aid wltose second husband was 
Sir William Jones, attorney-general to Kipg Charles the .Second. Sir Edmund* 

Alleyn, Rfirt., succeeded his grandfather in titlb and estate, and married Frances, 
tlu rally daughter and heiress of Thomas Gent., Esq., of Moynes, in Steeple Bump- 
stead. Hr d’.i'd in 1(>,5(), and his lady in the following year; their children died 
before them , so that Arabella, his sister, and the last of the family, became the sole 
heiress, 'i'his lady was m.arried to jhe Rev. Henry Chalmers, ^ rector of Little 
Waltham, and died in 1702, leaving a son and daughter, minors; her estate.^ were 
put under the direction of the enurt of Chimcery, and by an order from that court 
the manor of Hatfield Peveil?! was sold to J. Wright, Esq,, in 17G8, wlio pulled 

• upon the division of G. Leii^Vs estates, John Alleyn had Hatfield, and Christophei^ had l!.'is<\\v aiul 
Margaret Rodinp. 
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BOOK II. down the old mansion-house near the church, and built a very elegant house, upon an 
eminence not far distant, commanding an agreeable prospect. This elegant seat is 
called the Priory ; but the only remains of the original foundation is the church, now 
made parochial. 

Earnest-fee is a manor derived from that of the Priory; the mansion-house is 
beside the Maldon road, near Hatfield Green, having been part of the endowment of 
St. Gregory’s College, in Sudbury : it was granted, after the suppression, to the Alleyn 
family, and passed, with Hatfield Priory, to succeeding proprietors. * 

Smallands, also called Marshalls, has a manor-house, called Smalland Hall, about 
a mile north-cast from the church, and the lands extend into the parish of Witham. 
These lands were held, in the Saxon times, by Earl Algar; and,^ at the survey, 
by Robert, the son of Corbutio. Sewall de Smalelond held half a fee in Hatfend, 
under Robert de Montalto, in the reigns of Henry the Second and Edward the First. 
In the following reign it was in the possession of John Engaiit", and ci Sir John 
Montgomery in that of Henry the Sixth: it afterwards passed to Andrew Edmonds, 
Esq., to John Wiseman, and, in 1622 , to Paul, Viscount Bayning, who held this estate 
of the lord of the manor of White Notleyi with whom he compounded for the 
disaflforesting of it, estimated to contain three hi ndred acres. It was sold by his heirs 
to the Lingard family. 

Topingo Hall, formerly called Filiols, has a house on the right-hand side of the 
road from Witham to Chelmsford. In die time of Henry the Third and Edwai*d the 
First, it was holden by Thomas de Topingo, and passed afterwards through various 
families to William Stydole, who lived in 1542, from whom it passed to the families of 
Sammes, Godbolt, Thomson, and Mortimer, which last sold it to the right 
honourable Lady Abercorn; and afterwards it became the property of Colonc • 
.Strutt. There are some exceedingly fine cedar trees on this estate. 

Crix Hall. Crix, or Crix Hall, is a handsome scat in this parish, formerly belonging to the 
Bragg family, of Bulnier, in Ilinekford, now the property of S. Shcan, Esq. 

Church. The old church belonging to this parish formerly stood on an eminence near the 
river, in a field called Churchfield, between Terling and rfatfieldbury. A tenement, 
called Bridgman’s Broom ; another, named Londs ; and a croft, called Danseys, all 
in this parish, were endowments for four obiits in tliis church. The present church 
formerly belonged to the Priory ; it consists of a nave and chancel, and a spacious 
north aisle, leaded : in a small turret, at the v^est end, there is one bell. A vicarage 
was ordained here, of which the prior and convent continued proprietors till their 
suppression. An ancient statue in one of the windows of the aisle, in a devotional 
attitude, is intended to represent Ingelrica the foundress of the Priory. When the 
ancient mansion belonging to this priory was pulled down, the church was thoroughly 
repaired, and a beautiful window of old painted glass inserted. There are monuments 
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and inscriptions, to the memory of several of the Bragg and Alleyn families, of which chav. u. 


the following is in black-letter characters, on 

Under this tombe lyeth buried an esqyer^ 

John Allen.by his name, 

And his three wyffe with him lye here, 

Interred in the same, 

Whose venues nowc and godly minde, 

If I woulde houlde my peace, 

The poore whjch did it prove, I fynd, 

To speake it will not cease. 

By his first wyffe God gave him store, 

With blessed encrcase between the twaiue, 

Of sonnes three, and daughters four. 

Whereof as yfet four doth remain ; 

For being lord while he did lyve. 

And patrone of this same, 


brass plate, on the ground. 

Daily he didc his almes give, Inscription. 

And vertue doeth remaine ; 

Their bodies, and their life, therefore. 

So long as here they lived, 

Both to the riche, and eke the poore, 

Was dere and well beloved ; 

Their soules, no doubt, in heaven above, 

Are now as angels blest, 

With Christ, wdio doth them dccriy love, 

In joyc and quiet rest, 

Whose life tleparted the first 

of December, Anno Domini, 

1572. 


Charitable benefactions. In pursuance of a commission for charitable u.ses, dated Charities. 
November 8, 1679, a new deed of feoffment was made in May, 1681, to the minister 
of this parish, and several of the inhabitants, of the messuages, lands and tenements 
following. — A close of pasture, containing five roods ; two tenements, called Mason’s 
Gardens; a messuage, with a garden; lands and tenements, called Londis, with a 
meadow; a messuage on the highway leading from Maldon to Terling; lands and 
tenements where the parish workhouse now stands, all in this parish ; a messuage 
with appurtenance.s, and two crofts of land and pasture ground, called H owlets, 
or Wheelers, containing about nine acres, in Much Totham parish, and a cottage on 
part of the land, with a piece of meado'w in Wickham parish, were purchased and 
settled, according to the w^ill of Sir Edmund Alleyn, Bart., to be employed by 
TliTT^mrchwardcns ahd TTverseers of the parish, for ever, towards* schooling and 
binding out poor children apprentices, only in the clothing trade, as they should fliink* 
fit. Certain lands in Little Bac^^w, purchased by John Clialk, carpenter, of 
Borehain, with iSL taken out of tlw^ommon treasury* of^ Hatfield, and settled, 
in trust, for the relief of jhe poor of this [ftniph. TJie lands, "formerly purchased by 
Thomas Saflbld, with SSL IO 5 ., part of the Ttock of Ilatticld, for the relief of 
the poor, at the discretion of the trustees. • A farm, of this parish, lying in the way 
from Hatfield Green to Wickham Mills, belongs to the scjiool at Maldon. There Alms 
are almshouses on Hatfield Green, and also beside the London road. 


The learned Edmund Castel was vicar of tliis parish, and also rector of Woodham Kiimi 
Walter, in the last century. He was educated at Cambridge, became master />f 
Catherine Hall, Arabic professof, and canop of Canterbury. He was distinguished 
by his skill in the eastern "languages, was chosen chaplain to King Charles the 


Ul‘l 

1 . 


Second, and was one of the chief assistants to Mr. Brian Walton, in his valuable edi- 


tion of the Polyglot Bible, both in correcting the proofs an4 collating the majiuscripts. 
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BOOK n . But his great work was the Lexicon Heptaglotton, or Lexicon of seven languages, for 
the better understanding of the Polyglot Bible. On this excellent work, which 
occupied the greater part of his life, he bestowed incredible pains and expense, even 
to the ruin of his constitution and exhausting of his fortune, having expended no less 
than 12,000/. upon it. At length, when it was printed, the copies remained unsold 
upon his hands. On his death, in 1685, he bequeathed all his oriental MSS. to 
the University of Cambridge, on condition that his name should be written upon every 
copy in the collection. 


ULTTNG. 

Litiiifir. This is a small parish, about six miles in circumference, bounded on the south by 
the river Clulmer, and on the north by Hatfield Pcverel. It lies three miles south- 
M^est from Witliani, and is thirty-four miles from London. It has two capital estates. 

Population. Ill 1821, this parish contained eighty-three females, and ninety-two males; total, 
one hundred and seventy-five. 

iJItina Ulting Hall lielonged to Hacen, a Saxon, before the Conquest, and at the time of 

^^*‘*** the survey was in the possession of Ralph Boynard, whose grandson enjoyed it after 
him, till joining with Robert, duke of Normandy, in his attempt to deprive King 
Henry the First of his crown, he was dispossessed of this estate, which was after- 
wards given to Robert, a younger son of Richard Fitz-Gilbert, progenitor of the ancient 
earls of Clare ; and from him sprung the noble family of Fitzwalter, It afterwards 
passed to the families of Fitz-Robert, Ulting, Bourchier, Stafford, to Sir William Parr, 
of Kendall, afterwards earl of Es«ex and marquis of Northampton, who, for csjwu- 
sing the cause of Lady Jane Grey, ivas condemned to death, and forfeited his estates. 

« And though his lands iverc restored, yet this manor seenia to have remained in ihe 
crow% ; for in 1574, Queen Elizabeth granted the manor of Ulting Hall to Thomas 
Heneage, Esq., and from his posterity it was pi rchased by Anthony Collins, whose 
two daughters, co-heipe§ses* by marriage, conv Jyed Ulting Hall to Walter Carew, and 
Robert Fairfax, Esqrs., from whom^ if afterwards passed tto Joseph Banks, Esq., 
counsellor at law. 

Miifrdou Mugdon Hall is a manor in .this parish ; but some of the lands extend into that 
of Hatfield Peverel,and Little Baddow. In records it is written, Mokelinton, Moge- 
lington, Magelinlo, Mountdon Hall, and Cardeviles and Cardficlds. It was anciently 
holdea by the Filiols, under the Lords Fiti. waiter : and Sir John Filiol married 
Margaret, daughter and heir of — Bucklington, of Mugdon Hall ; hence we learn 
that its name has lieen derived from that family. It was holden under the Filiols by 
the family of Huntingfield, of Suffolk; and in 1389, was in the possession of Willuim 
Rikhell; or Ridels ; jind this family remained here till 1476. Alexander Frognal, 
Gent., resided at Mugdon Hall in 15l9; Sir Clement Smyth died in possession 
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of it in 1552, and it was sold by his son and heir, John, to John Aylmer,* bishop of chap, w 
London, who was born in 1521, at Aylmer Hall, in Norfolk. When a boy, his Bisluijl 
quickness of apprehension, and superior mental ability, attracted the attention of the 
marquis of Dorset, who sent him to Cambridge, and made him his chaplain and the 
tutor of his children. One of these children was the unfortunate Lady Jane Grey. 

His fiVst preferment was to the archdeaconry of Stow, in Lincolnshire, which gave him 
a seat in the convocation held in the first year of Queen Mary, where he resolutely 
opposed the return to po|>ery, to which the generality of the clergy were inclined, 
and he was soon afterwards obliged to fly for protection to the protestants in Switzer- 
land. On the accession of Elizabeth, he retivrned to England; in 1562, he 
obtained the archdeaconry of Lincoln, and was a*member of the famous synod of that 
year, which reformed and settled the doctrine and discipline of the church of England. 

In 1576, he was consecrated bishop of London, and died in 1594, aged seventy-three. 

He was a Icjirned man, Jind a zealous father of the church, but a bitter enemy to the 
puritans, and was the author of numerous controversial writings. He is, by 
Mr. Strype, supposed to have published Lady Jane Grey’s “ Letter to Harding.” 

He also assisted Fqx in translating his History of Martyrs ” into Latin. The 
bishop’s eldest son, Samuel, succeeded to Mugdon Hall, and other possessions 
in Essex; he was seated at Claydon Hall, in Suffolk, of which county. he was high 
sheriff' in 1625. By his second wdfe, Anne, eldest daughter of Ed>vard, Lord Bra- 
bazon, he liad three sons and two daughters, of whom John, the eldest, married 
Lucretia, daughter of Sir Henry Cloville, of West Hanningfield, by whom he had 
Brabazon, who, marrying Mary, daughter of — Godbold, Esq., of Toping Hall, 

Ji ad three son s^i nd two daughters , of whom Anne was married to John Godbold, Esq. 
of Terling Hall ;* and Anthony ,^*tJj^atherine, daughter of Robert Beale, of Hilling- 
don, in Middlesex, had Brabazon, iKbert, educated at Bennet College, Cambridge, 
and vicar of Camberwell, in Surrey, Antrlmiy, and Theiphilua. Brabazon, the eldest 
son, was a bencher of tlie Middle TempleS^m^t'vcral years ch^k* of the peace for 
this county. He died in f735, but left no clnWren. His wife, the daughter of 
Robert Bragg, Esq., of Hatfield Pevejrel, was jointured in this esti^e of Mugdon Hall, 
which, at her death, became the property of^lier nephew, Robert, son of the Rev. 

Robert Aylmer, above mentioned. The mansion-house of Mugdon Hall was rebuilt 
in 1679, by Brabazon Aylmer, as we are informed by an inscription over the porch of 
the hall.f 

The church is small, and built of ^tone : at the west end there is a wooden turret, ( imn h. 
with a shingled spire, and two l>ells. The chiii*ch-yard, and also the parish and the 
hundred, are bounded by the river CJielmer. 

* This I'amily name hiis U’cii wriilen Elmer. * 

t Arms of Aylimr. Argent, .-i cross, sable. four Cornish chougrhs, proper. 
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Braxti'd. 

Population. 
M aiiors. 


\yiort' 

.Miiily 


GREAT BRAXTED. 

There are two manors of tliis name, distinguished from each other by the epithets 
Great and Little; the name is of uncertain derivation: it is written in records 
Brachesteda, Brakings, Brensted, Brackstead, and Braxtead. Great Braxted joins the 
other parish of the same name, on its northern side ; it is two miles distant from 
Withain, about twelve from Colchester, and forty from London. 

In 1821 this jxirish contained two hundred and tifty-six males, and two hundred 
and fifty-two females ; total, five hundred and eight. 

Besides the manor of Great Braxted there arc two others, partly in this parish, 
called Westhall and Briddinghoe. 

In the Saxon times, the lordship of Great Braxted belonged to one of the king^s 
thanes ; but lU the general survey was holden by Eiido Dapifer ; and a fiiinily 
surnamed de Anesty, from the place of their residence in Hertfordshire, had 
possession here in the reigns of Henry the Second and King John. Hubert, or 
Herbert, dc Anesty Avas living in 1109, and Avas the son of Richard de Anesty, by 
Agnes, daughter of William de Sackville: his son and heir, Nicholas, in 1210, held a 
knight’s fee here ; he resided at his castle of Anesty, and joined with the barons 
against King John. Dionysia was his only daughter and heiress, and was married to 
^\'illiam do Montcheiisy, baron of Swainscamp, in Kent, to whom she conveyed 
this estate. His sister was Joan, married to William de Valence, ear! of Pembroke, 
brother, by the mother s side, to King Henry tlie Third. William de Montcheiisy 
had a warren here, and was also possessed of South Hanningfield; he died in 1289, 
and left a daughter named Dionysia, who was married to H ygh diL ^ £aiP.»>st Xj>nd 
of Robert, earl of Oxford, to Avhom she conveye^l uTie lordship of Swainscamp. lie 
died in 1813, and bis lady died in the same /car, holding Great Braxted and other 
extensive possessions. After successively l^<oming the property of individuals of the 
fiimilies of de V alence, de HastingSjJJ'; ’Ijot, de (irey, and Montgomery, it passeil to 
William AylofF, Gent., of Sudbur/," avIio was justice of peace for this county and for 
SuHblk. This famijy Avere originally of Sudhury, hut, besides this manor, had also 
possession of Bretons, in the parish of Hornchurch. John Ayloff, of that place, 
married Anne, daughter of Thomas West, by whom he had Thomas, married to 
Agnes, diiughl^r of William Birch, by AJicc, his Avife, daughter of Roger (iris, 
and had William, the purchaser of this estate; and Agnes, married to Sir John 

Brydges, lord mayor of London in 1561. Various individuals of this family f Avere 

• 

• William de Moiitcht-nsy, joininjf with the barons against King iVenry the Third, had his lands seized and 
given to his hrother-iri-law, Williatii dc V alence. 

f Sir Bunjairfiii AylolK and his .son AVilliain, paid 2,000/. coinposition for their estates during Cromwxirs 
usurpation. Arms of Aylolf* Sable, a lion, rampant, or, between three crosses potence or. Crest, a lion 
rampant. 
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successively proprietors, till the manor was sold to Sir Henry Maynard, Knt., chap. ii. 
who held it at his death, in 1610. It was afterwards in the possession of Sir Robert 
Cotton, Knt., by whom, or his heirs, it was sold to Thomas Darcy, Esq.,* of St. 

Clere’s Hall, in St. Osyth, the father of Sir Thomas Diircy, who was created a 
baronet in 1660, and lived at Braxted Hall. Sir Thomas, his son, at his decease, 
left; it to his son, Sir George, a minor, who dying young, it came to his three sisters, 
who sold it to Peter Whetcomb, from whom it went to his two daughters, and was 
by tliem sold to* Henry Cornelisen, Esq., who married the daughter of Sir Richard 
Hoare, Knt., by whom he had six children ; on whose account this estate was sold, 
at their father’s death, to Peter du Cane, Esq., of Great Coggeshall, who was 
sheriff of the county in 1745. ^ * 

4’hc old manor-house was a plain building of antique apj:)earancc, near the church ; Manor- 
this has been pulled down, and a large houscj built by the Darcy family, named ‘ 
Braxted Lodge, which has l>ecn greatly altered and improved. It is approached by Braxted 
a noble avenue of trees, and is situated on an •eminence, wdiich commands extensive 
prospects over a richly cultivaU^d couijtry. The house is large, elegant, and com- 
modious, and the surrounding scenery in a high degree beautiful and picturesque. 

The park has been very considerably enlarged by the addition of the valuable 
estate called Fabians, and the grounds are ornamented with a fine sheet of water; Fabians, 
an interesting collection of statues, brought from Italy by Mr.* du Cane, add 
greatly to the general ellect. 

Hie rectory-house, and several other capital mansions, with the accompanying Kectory- 
improveiuents of genteel residents, render this a very agreeable part of the country. 

Bennington and West Hall extend into this parish, but the former i^ considered to BL‘nnin.i?io». 
I iTuTTig t o V\ it sup])o.sed to have been the moiety of a kniglit’s 
fee, wliich Simon l'ilz-Richard%eld in liraxted, under Kicliard de Clare, earl of* 
(ilouci'stcr and Hereford, and wh\died in the .same was afterwards Iiolden 

l)y his son in lolf), 

Tiptree Jh’iory and m*inor were in this'j^^Ii; >his lioiise was for black canons, TiptP. 
called also canons of St. Augustine, and dedicated to the \'irgin Mary aiicl to 
St. Nicholas. Neither the time ^>f its beiig foundetj, nor the*fuunder, can be ascer- 
tained, but it is known to have been establislied previous 4o the year I2S0, liecaiise 
ill that year the prior had license to impark .sixty acres of land. The family of 
Moiitclieiisy were the princijial beneiaetors to this priory. • 

This is one of the forty .smaller monasieries granted to Cardinal Wolscy for uhe 
endowment of liis two colleges;* and, iipoiv his attainder coming to the crown, was 
consigned to Edward I luddlcstom*, Esq.; in it became the property of Thoma- 
Darcy, Es(|., the son of Anthony, and grandson of John Darcy^ of T lie^liunf 

^ Anus of Darcy. Ardent, thviv cinquefoils, fiilcs. 
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HOOK II. Darcy. Anthony, the father of this Thomas Darcy, was sheriff of Essex in 1512, 
and died in 154<); and Thomas, son of the said Thomas, by Anne, daughter of 
John Munday, lord mayor of London, was sheriff of Essex in 1580; his son Brian, 
by Elizabeth, daughter of John Heydon, Esq., was seated at Tiptree, where he 
built himself a fine house out of the ruins of the priory, pleasantly situated on the 
right-hand side of the road from Colchester to Maldon. He was sheriff of Essex 
in 1585, and died in 1587. John, his son and heir, by Bridget, daughter of John 
Corbet, Esq., of Sprouston, in Norfolk, was bred to the law, and created a serjeant 
in 1628, and died in 1638; and his son Thomas, by Dorothy, daughter of Thomas 
Audeley, of Berechurch, was his heir ; whose posthumous son, Thomas, by Mary, 
daughter of Sir Andrew Astlcy, of Writtle, succeeded to estates* in Tiptree, to 
St. Clere’s Hall, in St. Osyth, and in 1660 was created a baronet. His son, Thomas, 
by Jane, daughter of Robert Cole,‘^Esq., was heir to his dignity and cstiite; but 
I'iptrec appears to have been previously sold to Richard Rennet, Esq., from wlioni 
it passed successively to the families; of Acris, Pemberton, Lighttnaker, Peacock, 
Forster, Skinner, Brassey, Horne, and to John Price, Gent., of London, but 

originally of Shrewsbury; his sons, by Judith, daughter of Reynolds, Esq., of 

Great Tew, in Oxfordshire, were Robert and John; the latter was colonel of a 
regiment of foot and a major-general, luul dying at Breda, in 1747, left by his widow, 
daughter of Matthew Martin, Esq., of Wivenhoe, a son, Martin Price, Es(i., and 
Mary, married to the Hon. and Rev. Edwai’d Townshend, D.D., dean of Nor- 
wich, &c. Robert Price, Esq.,* the eldest son, was of the Middle Temple, recorder 
of Colchester, and created serjeant at law in 1736. He marric?d Bridget, dauglitcr of 
William Tempest, Esq., of Yorkshire, one of the prothonotaries of the court of 
• common pleas, by whom he had Bridget, married tou^Mi. .fWhl tlvoic, ot toleliSSreV, 

‘ a rich merchant. He had also several other chy'ircn, who, with his wife, survived 
• him. He died in 1741. / 

Tiptree .. Tiptree Heath is.n^mei from this mantyf though it extends into most of the 
adjoining parishes. It formerly -was the great forestof Essex, which extended 

over more than half the county. When King John,f in 1204, had disaifbrested a very 
large portion of forest*land lying north the greM road or causeway leading from 
Stortford towards Colchester ; that is, as far as Hayditch, or the ramparts at Lexdcn 
Heath, ard thence turning to Neyland, there remained to the king this great w'aste, 
called 7'iptree Heath, containing above a tboi^and acres. This is known from an 
inejusition taken in PtOl, which also informs us, that the freeholders, or tenants, of 
Inworth, Messing, Layer Marney, Braxted, the town of Maldon, Totham, Tollesbury, 

• Arms tf Price. Or, a lion rampant regardant, sable. Crest, the same. 

f What KingJolin clisalibrestefl included the hundreds of Clavering, Utlesford, Freshwell, Ilinckford, 
except a very small piece on the s^iuth, and part of the hundreds of Duiunow and Lexdcn. 
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and Tolleshunt, had common of pasture for their cattle here, and estovers of the 
trees and underwood growing upon this waste, for the building and repairing of 
the houses and hedges belonging to tlieir tenements, and sufficient fuel for firing, 
as belonging to their lands and tenements in the places aforesaid, and had ever 
enjoyed the same. But the abbess of Barking, the abbot of Coxall, and Reginald 
de Grey, lord of Ruthin, who possessed manors in the adjoining parishes of 
Tollesbury, Tolleshunt-major, and Braxted, had grievously encroached upon a great 
part of this waste. By an order of council made in the reign of Henry the Eigljth, 
it was decreed, “That all and everye of the freeholders, copieholders, and inhabitaunts 
of the townes of Messy nge, Lyard Marney, Wygeboroughe, Salcote, Tollyshunte- 
Knights, Tolly sSiunte-Darcye, Tollesburye, poldeanger, Tolleshunt-major, Little 
'rothamc, Muche Tothame, Hebredge, Langeforde, Wikehamme, Braxted, Keldon in 
))«irtc, and Inforde, and of Tiptree Heathe, shf^l have and enjoye \o them, theire 
lieires, and successors, and assignes, common of pasture in Tiptree Heathe, in all and 
everye the severall wastes thereof : all the said sevcrall lordes* tenants, as well in their 
own lordes’ soyle, common, and wastes^ as in the soyle, common, and wastes of all 
other lordes there, generallye to putte in and to common at large upon the said 
common and waste of Tiptree Heathe, and of everye parte of the same, with all 
manner of beastes and ciitells (except gootes), at their pleasure, without nombre, 
kcei)ing their hogges ringed,” &c.* This important document proceeds to state the 
allowance of the tenantry to cut wood for the repairing their houses, and for 
building new houses where the old ones have decayed and fallen down. Liberty is 
also given to cut brusli or underwood, for fires and other purposes. This extensive 
waste is now en closed, yet the fair for cattle and toys on the 25th of July continues 
to t)e M’ell attoiitIe(P'“ 

The church is on an eminence, ^rnmnanding an extensive and interesting prospect. 
It is a small neat building, with a s^mgled steeplejcontaining tliree bells, besides a 
small one, called a saint’s bell. The foln^^g inscription is on,j!«inarblc tablet on the 
outside of the south wall of the church : — 


The Uight lion, tin* Countess Delavall 
Deparieil this life the 
18th day of NovembtT, 

In the year of our Lord God, 1683. 

Salve liospes 

Sub podibus tuis placide obdonniunt 
(iulielmus AylofT, Uraxteddiie in coniitatu 

Essoxiensi baronettus ; 

Anna bonoratissinia Dclavulliar apud Gllk>s 
Conuissa, uxor amaiUissinTa 


Guliehnus Ayloff. arini^jer parentibus siipradicti 
chcfrissinius ; 

Tres uno amorc. & tumulo ronjuricrtissinii. 
Hoc s*l*pulcbraU‘ ni.innor 
lllustris firmina, viri matidatis semper ^origera, 
Poni euravit quo posteri| innorescat idem 
Coiiditoriuin solis suis iiieolis consecrati 
I’t post exactos viue labores ciiieres iiumoii • 
Quiescant. 


• “Thomas (Wolsey), Lord Cardinall, Legal a latere, Arcbebisboppe of Yorkc, Primate of Englonde. and 
Cbauncellor of the same ; and Tbotnaa Docura, Prior of tlie Hospiiall of St. John’s, Jerusalem, in / arr 

mentioned in the iM^ginning of this order; so that it was made about the year 10*23. 


CHAIM I. 


TiptreL fair, 
rimrcli. 

Tniierip- 

lion. 
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Kraxteil. 


I'opiilation. 


Church. 


TfiAMBLATXON. 


Stranger, God speed you 1 
Under your feet rests in peace 
William Ayloif, of Great Braxted, 

In the county of Essex, Baronet ; 

The most honourable Countess of Delavall, in France, 
His most loving wife ; 
and 

William AylofT, Esq. the most beloved son of 
the parents above mentioned. 

These three are joined alike in love 
and in the grave. 


This marble monument 
The illustrious Lady, 

Ever attentive to the requests of l\cr husband, 
Hath caused to be erected. 

To inform posterity 

That the some grave was consix'ratcd 
To the sole use of these inhabitants, 

In order that, having trav-'lled through this 
troublesome world, 

Their ashes might rest undisturbed. 


John Frese, by will, in 1(153, left mopeyto'purchase one coat or gown value I/. 65 . 8 rf. 
and bread to the amount of 13^. to be given to the poor annually. There is 
also a rent charge of 1 /. 6s. 8d. for poor widows. 


LITTLE BRAXTED. 

This little parish joins to that of Withani on the cast, and on the south-south-east 
is bounded by Thurstable hundred, and by Great Braxted parish on the north : its 
whole circumference is not more than three miles. It is thirty-eight miles from 
London. 

In 1821 this parish contained sixty-three females and fifty-four males; total, one 
hundred and seventeen. 

It constitutes one manor, which, in Saxon times, was in the occupation of a 
freeman named Aluric ; and, at the time of the survey, was part of the privati? estate 
of the Ijishop of London, and held under him by a tenant named Ilu^ olin. 
Nicholas de Halughtoii was the next posscs.sor, artd 3largnn't and Joaumr 

were his daughters and heirs.- Afterwards it /fim in the ])os.scssion of Sir John 
Montgomery, of Faulkbourn, ii^ 1439; andyi Thomas Green, of William, from 
1472 to 1480, and lM?;jr his heirs sold jtit>-^*V^illiam Roberts, one of the auditors of 
King Henry the Seventh; he died and his son,* Thomas Roberts, Gent., 
was also auditor to the same monarch. Thi.s fimiily aj)pears to have retained 
possession till the year 1680.% Robert ^\ylctt, Gent., was next possessed of this 
estate; he was descended from the Ayletts of Doreward’s Hall, in Rivenhall, and 
married daughter of Henry AylofT, Esq., second son of Sir William Aylofli of Great 
Braxted, Bart.; from the Ayletts, this raanor*^ pa.sse(l to the Rush family, about the 
year 1717. The manor-house is near t^e church. 

The churcli is small, and has a shingled spire, with two bells ; the chancel is very 
ancient, and of a circular form. 

John Goddttshalf left a house and lands of 81. per annum, the income of which, 
after deducting 10 .y. for quit-rent to the lord of the manor, and 1 ^. 8cl. to the king, is 
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to go to the poor of the parish. John Fresoi in 1653, left land, of the annual value chap. ii. 
of 2/. for the support of the poor of this parish, vested in Peter du 'Cane, Esq. ; and 
the same person also afterwards left land, from which there arises an annual rent of 
\l. 68. Sd. vested in George Buxton. Ann Richardson, in 1726, left land, of the 
yearly value of 8/. for poor husbandmen, vested in Thomas Wilsher. 

KIVENUALL. 

The name of this parish is found variously written in records ; Ravcnhall and Rivenhall. 
Rivenhall have been most generally used. It is bounded by Kelvcdon parish on the 
east, Fairsted on the west, Witham on the soi^h, and Crossing on the north. The 
road from London to Colchester and Harwich«passes through a part of it. It is two 
miles distant from Witham, and thirty-nine from, London. 

This parish, in 1821, contained two hundred and seventy-five females, and three Population, 
hundred and sixteen males; tobil, five hundred and ninety-one. 

In the time of the Saxons, these lands belonged to Editha, the queen of Edward 
the Confessor, to Harold, Lestan, and Alestan, freemen, and Ulsi, also a freeman. 

At the general survey, they were in the possession of Eustace, earl of Boulogne, 

Robert Gernon, Suene, of Essex, and Roger God save our ladies. Robert’s and 
Suene’s under tenants were Ascelin and Clarcnbald. , 

There are five manors in this parish. The manor of Rivenhall was conveyed Manors, 

to the crown by an heiress of the family of Boulogne being married to King 

Stephen; and various families held it under the crowm, till it vras conveyed, by 
tiiiirriage, to Robert de Scalariis, otherwise de Scalers, or Scales, descended from 
Scalier^ on^^f William the Conqueror’s w’arriors. Robert, his son^ succeeded ; he 
was in seveml expeditions in France, and had summons to )>arliament: dying in 
1266, he was succeeded by Robert, his son afd heir, who was summoned to 
parliament, as a baron of the realm, from the tw'enty-scu^enth to the thirty-third of 
Edward the First, which was the year of his death. Robcrt^*ms son, succeeded, amf 
was made Knight of thc*Bath with Prince Ed^'ard, whom he attended in his expedi- 
tion into Scotland. He sat in parliament from the thirty-fourth of Edward the First 
to the eighteenth of Edward the Second. His sort, Sir Robert de Scales, by the Scalts 

daughter of Hugh de Courtney, w’as his heir, who died in 1369. Sir Roger de *"*"*•'* 

Scales, Knt.* was his son and heir, by Catherine, sister and coheir of William 
de UiTord, earl of SuiTolk ; his lady, Joan, daughter and heiress of Sir John de*North- 
wood, brought him the lordshi]^ of Shaldford, in Essex, and estates in Kent. Tie 
died in 1386, leaving Roberl^ Lord Scales, fiis heir, who, dying in 1402, left two sons, 

Robert and Thomas, by his lady, Elizabeth, daughter of William, Lord Bardolph. 

* On the insurrection of Jack Strew, he was one of those eminent per^ns whom the rebels seizeil uikI 
compelled to march along with them. 
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HOOK n. Robert, the eldest, died in 1418, and was succeeded by Thomas, who signalized 
himself by various martial exploits in France, and in various other places ; for which 
services he obtained jfirom the crown a grant of 100/. a year during his life, and the 
privilege of a ship of two hundred tons burden, to transport any goods or mer- 
chandise to any port he should choose beyond seas, except the staple of Calais, 
paying the usual customs. He sat in parliament from the twenty-third to the thirty- 
eighth of Henry the Sixth. During the civil wars he was a firm j^dherent to the 
Lancastrian interest, and at last fell a sacrifice to it, being murdered in July, 1460. 
By Emma, daughter of John Whaleborough, he had a daughter and heiress, 
Elizabeth, who was married to Henr^ Bourchier, Esq., second son of Henry, earl of 
Essex; after whose death, without surviving offspring, she was married to An- 
Kari thony de Widville, Earl Rivers, brojther to King Edward the Fourth’s queen, and 
in her right he^ was declared Lord Scales. This amiable nobleman, who had 
signalized himself on many occasions, was beheaded at Pontefract, in June, 1463, 
through the aitifices of that cruel usurer. King Richard the Third. The day before 
his execution, he bequeathed, by will, such lands as were the Lady Scales’s, his first 
wife, to Sir Edward Widville, his brother. But long before that, he had conveyed the 
lordships of Rivenhall and Shalford to the Gate* family ; of which. Sir John Gate 
was a very considerable person, being of the privy council to King Henry the 
Eighth, captain of the guard to King Edward the Sixth, vice-chamberlain of his 
household, chancellor of the duchy of Lancaster, and privy counsellor. Living 
in the time of the suppression of the monasteries, he much enlarged his patrimony 
from that source. At the coronation of King Edward the Sixth he was knighted, and 
constituted sheriff' of Essex and Hertfordshire, in 1552 ; but, unfortunatgly^pousing 
* the cause of the Lady Jane Grey, he was beheaded in 1553; and on liis attainder, 
this, and his other estates came to^he crown. In the same year. Queen Mary granted 
Rivenhall to Susan Tongue,. widowj from whr^m it passed to the families of Englefield, 
'•White, and Wiseman.****Sir Thomas Wiseman, knighted in 1604, held Rivenhall, and 
is r^koned to have had estates of th€^ value of 3,000/. a year. His grandson, Sir 
William, was created a, baronet in 1660. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Lewis 
Mansell, of Margam, in Glamorganshire* Knt. and Bart., and by her had his 
only daughter, Elizabeth, who became the wife of Isaac Lamotte Honeywood, Esq., 
of MarkiHiall, but died without children by him ; on which event, her mother, who 
probably was jointured in this estate, together with Samuel Wiseman, Esq., brother 
Western aiid next heir to Sir William, sold this manor to Thopias Western, Esq., of London, 
tainily. whose numerous family, his eldest son,* Samuel, was bred to the law, and became 

learned in that profession. He was thrice burgess in parliament for Winchelsea. 

* Anns of Gate. Per pale gules and azure, three lions rampant gardant, or. Crest, on a torse, or and 
gules, a demi-lion rampant gardant, or. ^ 
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Dying before his father, in 1699, he left by his wife, Anna Mafia, daughter of chap, ii . 
William Finch, Esq., his youngest and only surviving son, William, who succeeded his 
grandfather, on his death in 1706. He married Anne, daughter of Sir James Bate- 
man, lord mayor of London in 1717, sister to the Lord Viscount Bateman, and, dying 
in 1729, left by her a son and heir and two daughters, one of whom was married to 
John Hanburyi Esq., of Kelmarsh, in Northamptonshire. His widow was married to 
George Dolliffe, Esq., of London ; and his son dying under age, in 1730, these 
estiites descended to his cousin, Thomas, son of Thomas Western, by Mary, 
his wife, daughter and co-lieir of Sir Richard Shirley, of Preston Place, in Sussex, 

Bart. He married Anne, daughter of Robert Callis, Esq., sister to Admiral Smith 
Callis, and had by her Charles, Thomas Warfjungham, and Anna Maria, Frances, 
and J udith. 

Hoo Hall is a nis^or, which has Jilso been caHed Martells and Coggeshalls, names Hoo 
derived from different possessors. Eustace de Ho held lands here in 1284, by the 
sergeantry of finding one horseman, with > lofig coat, in the king's army, forty days, 
whenever he should war in Wales. The same lands had been previously held by 
M illiam Martell and John de Coggcshall, by the service of finding one esquire, with 
a purple lance and an iron cap, for forty days. Several individuals of this family 
held other portions of land here, on the same terms ; and William ^^artcll, in 1317, 
held a capital messuage here, with lands, and rent of assize from seven free tenants, 
for which he was obliged to do suit, every other year, at the king’s court of Boulogne, 
at Withain; and John de Coggeshall, his partner, was also obliged, in his turn, to do suit 
and service every other year, from month to month. The name of Hoo Hall is first 
found in records in 1383, and then said to have been holden by Tl^onias' Martell, 
whose son Thomas succeeded him ; on whose death, in 1424, his successor was his 
cousin, Elias Doreward, Esq., descended from the P.mily of that name, of Rocking. 

This Elias was the son of Walter, who was the son of 1^. Doreward, by his wife, 

Anne, daughter of John Martell, of Martell Hall, in Ardley, ‘aifd sister to Thomas 
Martell, Esq.: he died ift 142o. His widow was afterwards married to Nicholas 
Mortimer, Es(j., of Woodham Mortimer : and this mmior went t^) his eldest daughter, 
the wife of David Mortimer. In l4^1>3, IIoo*Hall, with other possessions, had become 
the property of William Babthorp, Esq. The Smyth family next succeeded to this 
estate', and Sir Clement died in possession of it, in 1552 : afterwards it ptfksed to 
the W esterii family. 4'he manor-1 loiise i> about a quarter of a mile froift the M.uu>r- 

• . honsf. 

church. 

Dorcw'ards Hall manor ha^ a mansion ab^mt a mile ana a half from the church, Uon uanU 
on the right-hand side of the road from Withani to Kelvedon ; it is vulgarly called 
Durance Hall. John Doreward was living here in 1379, but no certain infr luaiion 
can be procured of successive proprietors, till 1583, when it \vas in the |K)s?ession ol 
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William Aylet, and it continued a considerable time in his successors of that family, 
and was afterwards the property of the Rev. — Jer^on. 

Lanehams is a manor in the western extremity of the parish : the mansion-house is 
three miles and a half from the church. Its name is from the family of de Lenham, 
its ancient proprietors. Edward de Lenham had these possessions in 132*1. Robert, 
of the same surname, was his successor. Afterwards it went, by marriage, to the 
Smyth family, who had a chapel in the church-yard, where some of their descendants 
were buried. Proprietors of the names of Whitson and Caswell succeeded. 

Bourchiers is named from its noble proprietors of that family. The manor-house is 
two miles from the church. Robert Bourchier is the first named of this family who 
had these estates, and he died in 134b*.j his son, Sir John, succeeded, whose son, Bar- 
tholomew, Lord Bourchier, held these possessions in IKK): he died in 1401), and 
Idonea, his widow, died the following year, leaving an ody daughter, Elizabeth, 
married to Sir Hugh Stafford, and afterwards to Sir Lewis Roln'ssart. But Sir Wil- 
liam Bourchier, the son of William, brot}\cr of Sir John, the father of Bartholomew, 
succeeded to this estate ; he married Anne, daughter of Thomas of Woodstock, 
duke of Gloucester, the sixth son of King Edward the Third, This Anne had been 
before married to Edmund, earl of Stafford, l)y whom she had Henry, his sori and 
heir; Thomas, successively bishop of Ely and archbishop of Canterbury; William, 
Lord Fitz-Warine ; and John, Lord Berners. Sir William died in M20, and was 
succeeded by hi.s son and heir, Henry, created earl of Essex in 1 KJl. He enjoyed 
this and numerous great estates till his death, in 1 183. By his lady, Isabel, sister 
of Richard, duke of \ork, he had seven sons, of whom William, the eldest, tlii il 
before him, apd his grandson, Henry, earl of Essex, was therefore his Micces.sor. 
But being killed by a tall from a horse, in 15 M), his estates descended to his only 
daughter, Anne, soon afterwards married to Sir William Parr, earl of h'.ssex and 
marquis of Nortlianiptoit, At the time of her death, in 1570, Walter Devereux, 
Viscount Hereford,* was heir to this estate. It was in the possession of Sir Ralph 
\\^seman in HiOS, and of ^\iIliam Smith, ICsq. in 1()30; iind it afterwards was con- 
voyed to Thomas W<;stern, Esq. 

The church is very neat, and the nave rises half a yard higlier, and is a yard wider 
than the chancel. The tower is of brick, with battlements, and a wooden spire. 
There h only one bell. 

There are a hundred acres of glebe belonging to this living. 

There is a very handsome marble tjionunient to the memory of Ralph Wiseman, 
formerly owner ot the manor of Rivenhall ; and on tl\p north si<le there are several 
costly tombs to the memory of individuals of the Western finnily. One of these 
tombs is very*elegant, and bears the following inscription ; — 
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M. S. 

Under tliiH tomb lie interred 
the bodies 

Of William Western, Ksq., aged 30 years, 
Who died the 22d of September, 1729 ; 

And of James, his Son, aged fourteen years , 
A youth of the most jiromiHing hope, 

Who survived his father only six months. 

An aifectioiiatc wife and fond mother. 


Under the sharpest sense oS her double loss, 
Ordered this monument to be erected. 

Durum est ; sed Icve fit patientia, 
quicquid corrigere est nefas. 

TRANSLATION. 

It is indeed difficult to be.Tr; but patience 
lightens the burthens we cannot hope to 
remove. 


The knights templars had one hundred and .sixty two acres of arable, three of 
meadow, and five of pasture in this parish, be.sides other possessions ; the tenant of 
some of which was to eat in lieu of all services, />ro omni servttioy 
Sir Thomas Wiseman, in H)1.5, gave a rent charge, producing 8/. 4a*. per annum, 
out of Braddocks, in Winibish, to tlie poor of Rivenhall ; and a legacy of four pounds 
LL year, to purchase herrings to that amount, for distribution to the poor on Fridays in 
Lent, was left by two sisters who were buried under a stone near the south side of the 
steeple. Over this stone there formcrlj^.'^to^ a small house, in which the herrings 
were distributed, but a part of the. steeple fell upon this house, and it was beaten 
down. William Bollan, in 1781, gave 218/. (h., ve.sted in the three percent, consohs, 
towards building a workhouse, and several other contributions having been made, tlie 
house has been built. • 

A family of the name of Tusser formerly resided in this parish, of which William 
Tusser iiijirried Isabella, daughter of Thomas Smyth, and sister to Sir Clement Smyth, 
and had by her CleuuMit, Andrew, «I()hn, Thomas, William, and three daughters. 
From one of the sons sprung Thomas Tusser, who wrote the celebrated, poetical 
treatise on husbandry, entitled, “ Five Hundred Points of good Husbandry, as well 
for the Cliamiiaign, or Open Country, as also for the Woodland or Severjill, mixed in 
every Month with lluswifery. Augmented to a fourth part more, with divers other 
Lessons, as Diet for the h'armer; of the properties 'of WiAds, Plants, Hops, Herbs, 
Bees, and approveil Remedies for Sliei’p and Cattle.” . He was horn at Rivenhall, in 
1528; arul his father, designing him for a singing-man, j)ui him to Walford school, 
from whence he was removed to h^on, whey* he acijuired some^knowledge of Latin, 
and was afterwards entered at Trinity Hall, (’ambridge, wheye he had not been long, 
when lie was aftlicted witli a severe illness. After his recovery he left the un^ver.sity, 
and went to (!ourt, living with Lord Vagu during the reign of EeWard the Sjxth : 
when, on account of some ijuarrel among the lords, he left court, and retired intp 
Suif'olk, where he married his first wife, and ihok a farm at Ratwade, in that county, 
which place he left on accoiAit of his wife's ill health, hut she soon after died at 
Ipswicli, and he afterwards married a second wife, and again engaged himself in 

hnsl)andr\ , and took a farm, called Dirara Cell ; but he had not been there main 

- • 

years before his landlord died, and, owing to %ome misunderstanding with the heirs or 
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William Aylet, and it continued a considerable time in his successors of that family, 
and was afterwards the property of the Rev, — Jergon. 

Lanehams is a manor in the western extremity of tlie parish : the mansion-house is 
three miles and a half from the church. Its name is from the family of de Lenham, 
its ancient proprietors. Edward de Lenham had these possessions in 1324*. Robert, 
of the same surname, was his successor. Afterwards it went, by marriage, to the 
Smyth family, who had a chapel in the chiu*ch-yard, where some of their descendants 
were buried. Proprietors of the names of Watson and Caswell succeeded. 

Bourchiers is named from its noble proprietors of that fiimily. Tlie manor-house is 
two miles from the church. Robert Bourchier is the first named of this family who 
had these estates, and he died in 134^/^ his son. Sir John, succeeded, whose son, Bar- 
tholomew, Lord Bourchier, held thpse possessions in 1400: he died in 1400, and 
Idonea, his widow, died the following year, leaving an only 4aughter, Elizabeth, 
married to Sir Hugh Stafford, and afterwards to Sir Lewis Kobessart. But Sir W'il- 
liam Bourchier, the son of William, btut?'j?r of Sir John, the father of Bartholomew, 
succeeded to this estate ; he married Anne, daughter of Thomas of Woodstock, 
duke of Gloucester, the sixth son of King Edward the Third. This Anne had been 
before married to Edmund, earl of Stafford, by whom she had Henry, his son and 
heir; Thomas, successively bishop of Ely and archbishop of Canterbury; William, 
Lord Fitz-Warine ; and John, Lord Berners. Sir William died in M20, and was 
succeeded by his sou and heir, Henry, created earl of Essex in 1 RJl. He enjoyed 
this and numerous great estates till his death, in 1 183. By his lady, Isabel, sister 
of Richard, duke of York, he had seven sons, of wdiom William, the eldest, died 
before him, apd his grandson, Henry, earl of Essex, was therefore his successor. 
But being killed by a fall from a horse, in 15 K), his estates descended to his only 
daughter, Anne, soon afterwar(y> married to Sir William Parr, carl of Essex and 
marquis of Northamptoi\. At die time of her death, in 1570, Walter Devereux, 
Viscount Hcreford,‘ V’vis heir to this estate. It was in the possession of Sir Ralj)h 
Wj.seman in 1608, and of AVilliani Smith, Esq. in 1630; Mud it afterwards was con- 
veyed to Thomas Western, Esq. 

The church is very neat, and the nave Vises half a yard higher, and is a yard wider 
than the chancel. The tower is of brick, with battlements, and a wooden spire. 
There Is only one bell. 

There are a hundred acres of glebe belonging to this living. 

There is a very handsome marble monument to the memory of Ralph Wiseman, 
foimerly owner of the manor of Rivenhall ; and on thf north side tliere are several 
costly tombs to the memory of individuals of the Western family. One of these 
tombs is very'clegant, and bears the following inscription : — 
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Under fhiB tomb lie interred 
the bodies 

Of William Western, Ksq., aged 30 years, 
Who died the 22d of September, 1729 ; 

And of James, his Son, aged fourteen years, 
A youth of the most promising hope, 

W'ho survived liis father only six months. 
An affectionate wife and fond mother, 


Under the sharpest sense oi her double loss, 
Ordered this monument to be erected. 

Durum est ; sed leve fit patientia, 
cpiicquid corrigere est nefas. 

TRANSLATION. 

It is indeed difficult to bear; but patience 
lightens the burthens we cannot hope to 
remove. 


The knights templars had one liundrcd and sixty two acres of arable, three of 
meadowy and five of pasture in this ])arish, besides other possessions ; the tenant of 
some of which was to cat in lieu of all ^manducahit pro omni servitio'* 

Sir Thomas Wiseman, in lfil.5, gave a rent charge, producing 3/. is. per annum, 
out of Braddocks, in Winibish, to the poor of Rivenhall ; and a legacy of four pounds 
a year, to purchase Iferrings to that amount, for distribution to the poor on Fridays in 
Lent, was left by two sisters who were buried under a stone near the soutli side of tlic 
steeple. Over this stone there formerl^j^gfo^ a small house, in which the herrings 
were distributed, but a part of the. steeple fell upon this house, and it was beaten 
down. William Bollan, in 1781, gave 218!. Os., vested in the three percent, consols, 
towards building a workhouse, and several other contributions having been made, the 
house has been built. 

A family of the name of Tusser formerly resided in this parish, of which William 
Tussor married Isabella, daughter of Thomas Smyth, and sister to Sir Clement Smyth, 
and had by her Ch*meiit, Andrew, .John, Thomas, William, and three daughters. 
From one of the s(»iis sprung Thomas Tusser, wdio wrote the celebrated, poetical 
treatise on husbandry, entitled, “ Five Hundred Points of good Husbandry, as well 
for the Champaign, or Open Country, as also for the Woodland or Severall, mixed in 
ev('rv ^^onth with Iluswifery. Augmented to a fourth j)art more, with divers other 
Lessons, as Diet for the Farmer; of the ])ro|)erties *of i Ads, Plants, Hops, Herbs, 
Bees, and approved Remedies for Sheep and Cattle." , lie was Ijorn at Rivenhall, in 
L523; and his father, designing him for a singing-man, put him to Walford schobi, 
from wluMice ht* was removed to l^^lon, whe^e he acepured some* knowledge of Latin, 
and was afterwards entered at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, whe\‘e he had not been long, 
wlu‘n he was alHieted with a severe illness. After his recovery he left the university, 
and w(Mit to court, living with Lord page t during the reign of Edward the S.ixth : 
when, (ni ai’eoimt of some (juarrel among the lords, he left court, and retired iiitp 
Suft'olk, where he married liis firsi wife, and fl)ok a farm at Batwade, in that county, 
which placi‘ he U‘ft on accoiflit of his wife's ill health, hut she soon after died at 
Ipswich, and he afterwards married a second wife, and ;igaiii engaged hiiiwclf in 
husbandry, and took a farm, called Diram Cell ; but he had not been there nian\ 
years before bis landlord died, and, owing to ^ome misunderstanding with the heirs or 
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executors, Tusser again left his farm, and commenced singing-man, under the dean of 
Norwich. He next took the management of the glebe-farm at Fairsted, in his native 
county. His next remove was to London, from which place he retreated precipi- 
tately on the appearance of the plague, and retired to Cambridge ; and to the close of 
life seems to have moved from place to place, being successively a musician, school- 
master, serving-man, husbandman, giazier, and poet. He died in London, in 1588, 
and was buried at St. Mildred s church, in the Poultry, with this epitaph : — 


Here Thomas Tusser, clad in clay, doth lie, 

That sometime made the Points <»f Hushandry; 
By him learn thou rnayest, here learn wc miust,^ 

\ 


[ When all is done, we sleep and turn to dust ; 

And yet, tliroujrh Christ, to Heaven we hoj)e to go ; 
Who reads his books, shall tind his faith was so. 


. KELVKOON. 

Mr. Morant derives the name of this place from the Sax^n Run, a hill, and Cel't>, 
pronounced Keld, a spring. But the learned Rr. Stukely derives it from the (\*ltic 
Cein, mysterious, or to conceal, from wift^.'ce Ccli, the name of God, according to 
wliicli it signifies Gods hill.” It is written in records, Kilwendiin,^Chcllendana, 
Kelucdon, Kellevcdon, Kelvedon. It was also anciently called Easterford, from a 
ford which used to be here, and which, relative to some other ford, lay in an easterly 
direction. 

This }>arish is at the eastern extremity of the hundred; it joins Bivenhall westward, 
and (ireat Braxted on the south. The town is plea.santly situated, partly on rising 
gi’ound, and consists chiefly of one street nearly a mile in length ; it is three miles and 
a half north-east fi'om William, ten from Colchester, and fort}'-one from London. 

In 18^21, thfs parish contained .six hundreil and seventy-seven females, and .six hun- 
dred and fifty-one males ; total, one tlioii.sand thr(*c hundred and twenty-eight. 

There is an annual fair here on Easter Monday. In the vales, and part of the 
slopes, the soil is a good sandy foam ; but in the flatter jiarts, a strong loam on clay, 
and all summer fallowed; aropnJ Felix Hall, various; but generally of the above 
dcl^icription, some fields admitting turnips, but very few with propriety ; the surface 
mould, nine or ten inehes deep, and drains well by liollow l uts.* 

In the Saxon era, soipe of the lands in this parish belonged to the crown ; some 
to Gudniund, a king s thane, and other portions to eleveui freemen. At the survey, 
they were in po.^ses.sion of St. Peter’s Abbey, and of Hugh do Montford, or his under 
t^cnant. There are four manors. 

Church Hall is so named from its ticinity to the church. It was holden under 
Edward the Confessor, by Angelric, one of his nobles, who gave it to Westminster 
Abbey, ind the king confirmed the grant, by the name of Kilwendun, with all its 
appurtenances. It remained part of the endowment of W’estmin.ster Abbey till its 

» LaM A|£r!cultural Survey. 
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suppression; and when that abbey was converted into a bishopric, it was granted to chap. ii. 
tlie bishop ; but when that bishopric was dissolved, it was given, by King Edward 
the Sixth, to tlie bishop of London and his successors, together with the rectory and 
advowson. 

Felix Hall, the seat of C. C. Western, Esq. M. P. is a handsome modern mansion, Prlix Haii. 
on an eminence, enclosed in a park, and commanding an extensive and varied prospect 
over the Braxtede, and other neighbouring parishes. It is about a mile distant from 
Kelvedon, a little to the right of the road to Tiondon. The interior possesses great 
elegance, Jind the gardens are laid out with taste and judgment. 

Great alterations and improvements have b^ made by tlie present proprietor, 
particularly in the house. The front towards Kelvedon has been ornamented with an 
elegant tetrastyle portico ; the two bay windows, which originally rose no higher than 
the first story, have b^en enlarged, and raised to tfie top of the building* and the whole 
of tliis front has been covered with composition. 

Soon after the CoiKjuest, this estate wjp/in the possession of a family named Filiol, 
from the Latin or the French filletd^ a godson. And by a seal of a grant 

of William Filiol, to Coggeshall Abbey, on which is the representation of a font, with 
a king on one side of it, and a bishop on the other, holding a child as in the ceremony 
of baptism, it is reasonably supposed the lamily had a tradition of^ this surname 
having been given, at the time of baptism, to one of their ancestors, by one of the 
kings of England. The name occurs in the roll of Battle Abbey. Robert Filiol 
held hnids in Leaden Roding about the time of King Stephen. Baldwin Filiol had 
possessions at Kelvedon, and several of the .same family succeeded him, till, the male 
line of the family failing, these estates were conveyed to Sir John de BtThun, in 131*5, 
by marriage with (hcely, the daughter of Sir John Filiol. Sir John dc Bohun was of 
Midhurst, in Sussex, and attended King ICdw’ard the Third at the battle of Cressy, 
and in- other engagements, lie died in 13G7 ; ami Ficelt, hij^Jady, in I3S1, was 
possessed of the manor of Filiol’.s Hall, in Kelvedon^ which is the first time of its 
occurrence in records, under that name. Sir John de Bohiin, son and heir of t1i(‘ 
former Sir John, held this manor, ;jnd had jjlso other possessions here and at Toles- 
hunt Knights, Toleshunt Tregoz, ivc. He died in I tS.-i, ampins son Humphrey was 
the father of Sir John de Bohun, who died in 145)9, leaving two daughters : ^ Mary, 
married to Sir David Owen, the natural of Owen Tudor, graiulfather to King 
Henry the Seventh; and Ursula, the wife of Sir Robert Southwell. On the death 
of Mary, who had no children, Falix Hall cafiie to Sir Robert, in right of his wife, 
w ho afterw^irds sold it to Th^mas Lovel ; and in 1532 it was jnirchased of Richard 
Soiitlnvell, of Woodrising, in Norfolk, by Sir Thomas Audeley, and other commis- 
sioners of King Henry the Eighth; and it w^as afterwards granted by the King to 
Sir Richard Long, one of tlie gentlemen of lys bedchamber ; he was of Shengay, in 
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Cambridgeshire, and married Margaret Kitson, widow of Sir Thomas Kitson, of 
Hengrave. He died in 1547, and Elizabeth, his eldest daughter, conveyed the 
estiite, by marriage, to Sir William Russell, who sold it to Sir Thomas Cecil, a 
younger son of Thomas, earl of Exeter, of whom it was purchased in 1630, by 
Anthony Abdy, Esq. The ancestor of this hiniily was Richard Abdy, of Abdy, in 
Yorkshire, whose son, Robert, was the father of Robert whose son was Thomas Abdy, 
ol Abdy, who married Cicely, daughter of William Tijas, Esq., of Yorkshire, and left 
l)y her a second son, Roger, who died in 1595, leaving, by Mary, daughter of 
Richard White, Esq., of Hutton, two sons, Edmund and Anthony : Edmund married 
Judith, daughter of Sir Christopher^'elverton, judge of the Common Pleas, by whom 
he had Sir Christopher Abdy, who married the youngest daughter of Sir Herbert 
Crofts, of Suilbik. Anthony, the Second son of Roger, was an alderman and slieriff* 
of London, and the purchaser of Felix Hall in 1630, as above stated ; he died in 
KMO, and, besides other children, le^by Abigail, daughter of Sir Thomas Campbell, 
of London, three sons, created baronotsr^jjd a daughter, Alice : Sir Thomas Abdy 
was of helix Hall, Sir Robert Abdy, of Albyns, and Sir John Abdy, of tlie More, in 
Salcot Verley. Alice, the eldest daughter, was married to Sir John Bramston, of 
Skreens. 

Sir Thomarf Abdy, of Felix Hall, was created a baronet in 1641, being the first of 
the family who attained this honorary distinction : on his death, in 1685, he was 
succeeded by his eldest son. Sir Anthony Abdy, who married Mary, the only daughter 
of Richard Millward, D.D., rector of Great Braxted, and canon of Windsor. Sir 
Thomas, dying in 1704<, his son, Sir Anthony Thomas Abdy, succeeded to his dignity 
and estate; lifc had three wives, and on his d^ath, in 1733, left two daughters. His 
next brother, Sir William Abdy, succeeded him in dignity, but the greater ^lart of the 
estiite, particularly Felix Hall, went to his daughters, of which Charlotte, the eldest, 
was married to John Williams* Esq., second son of Sir John Williams, Knt., of 
1 endering Hall, who rebuilt Felix Hall, and made it an^ elegant country seat, and 
afterwards, in 1761, sold it to Daniel Matthews, Esq, 

The manor of Eftsterford, also called Kelvcd^n manor, has a pleasant mansion 
about a mile from the church, which is within the present bounds of Great Braxted 
parish j in which the greater part of its demesnes lie, though some of the lands are in 
Kelvedon, who.^c present bounds go withii^ fourscore rods of the house. These 
lands are believed to be those mentioned in Domesday as encroachments on the 
king’s possessions. Formerly this panor belonged^ to a family surnamed De 
Kelvedon, and mentioned in records of the year 1346. Sir William Kelvedon, of 
Braxted, left^Jane, his daughter and heiress, who was married to Sir John Lowdham, 
of Frense, in Norfolk, who died in 1355, leaving a son, Sir Thomas, whose son, John, 
died in 1373. The last of this fanrily v'ho held Easterlbrd was John Lowdham, Esq., 
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who, in 1423, held this manor of the prior and convent of St. Botolph, in Col- chap. ii. 
Chester. Joanna was his only daughter and heiress, married to Thomas Heveningham, 

Esq., and a second time married to Ralph Bleverhasset, Esq., of Bleverhaysset, in 
Cumberland. He died in 1475, and Joanna, his wife, in 1501, at the age of ninety- 
seven. In the record she is said to “ hold this manor of Kelvedon Hall, in Brakested, 
of Robert Southwell, in right of his wife, as of the manor of Fillwell Hall.” The 
last of this family on record, who held this manor, was Samuel Bleverhasset, Es(|., in 
1613. It afterwards went to the Carew family. 

The manor of Ewell Hall was, soon after the Conquest, in the possession of Ewdi 
a family surnamed De Ewell, supposed from a place called Ewell, in Surrey. The ' 
house is about half a mile from the church. After the family of Ewell, those 
of Fitz-Ralph, Doreward, and Sammes succeeded; after which it became the 
property of Mr. John Cooper, 

The manor-house of Dorewards Hall is partly in Rivcnhall, and partly in Kelvc- Don-ward 
don, and the lands extend into both parishe^^ The river Pant, or Blackwater, *^‘‘**‘ 
runs through this parish ; and there is supposed to have been formerly a hamlet 
beside this river on the fiirm, called Bridgefoot. This estate formerly belonged 
to the Aylet family, and several of them lived here. John Aylet, Esep sold this estate 
to Bezaliel Sherman, surgeon, of Kelvedon, whose second wife was the sister of Sir 
Anthony Abdy. 

The churcli, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is in a pleasjmt situation, a little to Church, 
the north of the town ; it is spacious, and consists of a nave, north and south 
aisles, and a chancel ; the chancel has but one aisle. It has a square brick tower, 
with a spire, leaded, and five bells. 

The vicarage-Jjouse is north-west of the church, and has fifty-six acres of glebe Vicj.rap 
land belonging to it. ’ 

John Marler gave two houses, and one acre of meadow land, for the maintenance of ( iiaritit 
two almshouses, and a public well ; and some lands in East T^hqrpc were given to 
purchase bread, which is digtributed to the poor every Sunday during a great part of 
the year. 

^ j 

BRADWELL. 

There are two parishes in Essex of this name : this, on account of its nearrifjss to Bradweii 
Coggeshall, named in writings, BradweU juxta Coggeshall ; the other*, which is. in 
Dengey hundred, distinguished by tfie words juxta marc. The name of this parish 
is from a “ broad well ” or spring, a little nortl^ of the hall, out of which the water 
flows so abundantly, and has so considerable a fall, that it turns an overshot mill 
nedr its source; and Pant, or Blackwater, runs through a hamlet or village lierc, 
which has received the name of this river. 
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The population, in 1831, consisted of one hundred and sixty-two males, one hun- 
dred and fifty-five females ; total, three hundred and seventeen. 

The parish is small, and lies very low ; the soil, in some parts, heavy but good. 
It has but one manor, called Bradwell Hall, 

Bradwell Hall stands near the church, and formerly had a park. Not being 
mentioned in Doniesday-book or the Red-book of the exchequer, it is conjectured 
to have included, or constituted, what are mentioned as encroachments on the king’s 
demesne lands in Kelvedon. In the reign of King John, a family named Daggeworth 
held this manor, and, in the following reign, Oshert Daggeworth had free warren in 
Bradwell and in Dagworth in Pebmarsh, and a license for himself and heirs to hunt 
in the forest of Essex. In 1383 this estate was granted to Sir John Sutton, who is 
said to have holden it of the king in capite, as of the honour of Pcverel. Ten years 
afterwards, it. was in the possession of Sir John Hende, or Hinde, a rich alderman 
of London, of which city he was sheriff in 1381, and lord mayor in 1391 iind 1404. 
He was a great benefactor to Coggeshall Abbey ; in gratitude for which, they 
engaged to celebrate his obit with the solemnity of a founder. Ilis eldest son, John 
Hende, Esq., was sheriff’ of Essex in 1445 and 1447, and died in 1461, leaving his 
mother, and a second John Hende, Esq., his brother, who was sheriff’ of the county 
in 1456, and died in 1464; and Joan, daughter of the elder brother, became the heiress 
general to both, and brought a vast estate in marriage to Walter Writtle, Esej., of a 
very ancient family, descended from Ralph Fitss-Ralph, Esq., who had a grant of 
the manor of Writtle from Margaret, countess of Galloway, and from thence took his 
surname. From defect of heirsliip, these possessions afterwards became the property 
of Jolm Basset, Esq., of Great Chishul, in right of his wife, daughter of William 
Andrews, Esq., and Amicia, sister of Sir John Hinde. Sir John Smyth, of Crossing 
Temple, also laid claim to this great inheritance, as the descendant of Alice, daughter 
of John Hende, alderman of London; but the estates were confirmed to the first 
claimant. John Basset was descended from the noble family of the Bassets, of the 
south. He was succeeded 'by his eldest son, Gregory, who married Margaret, 
daughter of Robert Forster, Esq., of Birch, by whom, on his death, in 1538, he 
left Dorothy, his only daughter, at that time duly one year old. His widow was, 
after his death, twice Inarried, first to W^illiam Ayloff, of Great Braxted, Esq., and 
afterwards to Eustace Sulyard, Esq., of Runwell. Thomas Bonham, Esq., of Kent, 
procured the \vardship of the great heiress Dorothy Basset, and, as her guardian, kept 
his first court here in 1531. He procured her to be niamed very young to his son, 
Robert Bonham, Esq., who had by* her Jeremy and Charles, and two daughters; 
Mary, married to Andrew Clarke, Esq., of Docking, and Elizabeth, the wife of John 
Filiol, Esq., of Old Hall, in Raine. Charles, his second son, married Jane, daughter 
of Gilbert Songar, and had an only daughter, Dorothy, married to Sir John Selby. 
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After the death of Robert Bonham, his widow was married to a second husband, chap. ii. 
Anthony Maxey, Esq., of Great Saling Hall, who removed with her to Bradwell 
Hall ; she proved very unkind to her first husband's children, whom she in eflect 
disinherited, settling her whole estate on the children of Anthony Maxey. And as 
for Jeremy Bonham, her eldest son, who should have been her heir, she made the 
poor man a pensioner upon his own estate, allowing him the miserable pittance of 
10/. a year, for life out of her manor of Picots, in Great Saling. Anthony Maxey 
died in 1592, anft his widow married a third husband, John Babington, Esq. She 
died in 1602, and was buried beside her second husband, by whom her surviving 
children were. Sir Henry and Sir William, and two daughters ; Dorothy, married to 
Sir Edward Heron, one of the barons of the ^Exchequer ; and Bridget, married to 
Edward Wentworth, Esq., of Booking Hall. On his mother’s death, Sir Henry 
succeeded to the estate. He married Mildred,^ daughter of Willia^i Cook, Esq., 
second son of Sir Anthony Cook, of Gidea Hall, by Frances, his wife, daughter of 
Lord John Grey, brother to Henry Grey, duke of Suffolk; but dying, in 1624, with- 
out surviving offspring, his brother, Sir William Maxey, Knt., succeeded him, Maxey 
being at that time fifty years of age. He married Helena, daughter of Sir Edward ^**"**^* 
Greville, of Harold’s Park, by whom he had three sons, Greville, Henry, and 
William ; Henry, the second son, was adjutant-general of the horse to King Charles 
the First, and distinguished for his loyalty ; William was a traveller, and served the 
same king in all his wars, and was major-general of his horse at the siege of 
Colchester; he died in 1659, Sir William died in 1645, aged eighty-eight, and his 
lady, surviving him, was married to Captain Si)ericer, her second husband ; she died 
in 1659, and was buried beside her husband, where a sumptuous monument was 
erected to their memory by Henry, their second son. Greville Maxey, Esq., the 
eldest son, succeeded his father, and died in 1648. His eldest son, by his wife, Mildred, 
daughter of Sir William Cook, of Gloucestershire, was Anjthony Maxey, Esq., who 
succeeded to his father’s estates ; he sold Saling, Picots, and oi^br estates, to Martin 
Carter, Esq., but left Bradwell Hall to his brother, Hdnry Maxey, Esq., who, by his 
wife Sarah, daughter of Humphrey Lowe, of Baddow, had a son, Anthony, married 
to Elizabeth, daughter of Martin Olarter, Esa|., of Saling Hall, both of whom dying 
without surviving offspring, this estate descended to Martin C&rter, Esq., of Witham, 
the eldest son of John Carter, attorney at law, of Braintree, who was brother to 
Martin Carter, Esq., the last owner of that name, of Great Saling Hall. Thi» last 
proprietor of Bradwell Hall dying without surviving offspring, left the estate to hi* 
brother, Milbourne Carter, Es^., of Braintree.* 

The church, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, is small ; it has a tower, with a spire. Church, 
and three bells. The chancel contains several stately monuments belonging to the 
Maxey and Carter families. 
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CHAPTER III. 

BOROUGH AND LIBSRT1B8 OB COLCIIE8TBR. 

This Very ancient town is in the north-eastern part of the county, in 51® 65' north 
latitude: it is twenty-one miles from Harwich, twenty-one from Chelmsford, and fifty- 
one miles north-east from London. The principal part of this town occupies the 
summit and north and eajtern sides of a fine eminence, rising gradually to the height 
of a hundred and^iiv^lve feet above the livcr Colne, which, from hence, taking a 
squth-easterly direction, falls into the German ocean, at the distance of fifteen miles, 
and is navigable to the Hythe, a suburb forming the port of Colchester. This situ- 
ation contributes to the pleasantness as Veil as Healthiness of the place, allowing a 
free air, and extensive jprospects over the country in various directions. It is so near 
the sea, that it enjoys the benefit of carriage by water, and a constant supply of fish, 
particularly soles and oysters ; it yet lies fifr enough distant from the sea to be per- 
fectly free from the moist atmosphere ^nd noxious exhalations of the Essex coast. 

Within the walls the soil is a dark-coloured s^d,^ and in instances where obser- 
vations could be made, sand has been observed to form the sub-soil, to the depth of 
ten or twelve^ feet, and in other instances a fine yellow sand has continued to the depth 
of sixty feet. 
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** The district surrounding the town^s a dry gravelly loam, perfectly well adapted c H^A p. 

to the culture of turnips ; it extends east and west from Stanway to*the Bromleys, ! — 

north and south from Mistley to Fingrinhoe, and, toward Buros, is varied by a 
mixture of heavier land. Part of Copford, Stanway, and Lexden is sand, and 
a sandy loam on a gravelly bottom ; much of it light, and much of it also so deep 
above the gravel, as to be very excellent land; in wet seasons yielding very great 
crops. Considerable tracts near Colchester are in the occupation of gardeners, who, 
besides supplying the town with vegetables, raise considerable quantities of garden* 
seeds for the country, and the supply of London. About Berechurch, a dry, sound, 
sandy^ or gravelly loam ; all, or nearly all, good turnip land, and for feeding off; but 
most productive in wet seasons, and some apt tg bum in dry ones, from the shallow- 
ness of the surface soil, or the sharpness of the under stratum. Of this description 
is a level and sound dry land, with some variations to the south and west of the 
town.” * 

Its convenient situation attracted, at an early period, the attention of the old British 
inhabitants of Britain ; and, under the name of Cam-a-laiin-ui'dun, — the town on the 
hill at the winding of a river. Latinised into Camulodunum, — was long the capital of 
the Trinobantes. Camden and others were for placing this ancient town, and its 
Roman representative, which was the first colony in Britain, at Maldon ; and Reynolds, 
in his Commentary on Antoninus, f thinks that Colonia and Camulodunum (or, as 
he would spell it, Camalodunum,) were two different places, fixing the former at 
Colchester and the latter at Maldon. But there are a variety of reasons sufficient to 
make us believe that Camulodunum and Colonia were the same, and that they were 
both nearly identical in site with the present town of Colchester. 

Camuloduniqn was one of the first and principal settlements of the Romans in our Caitnulodu- 
island. By Claudius it was raised to the rank of a Roman colony,}: and it was soon 

* Last Agricultural lleports. f Pp. 271^308. 

X The planting of the colony at Camulodunum, according to Can\^en, was commemorated by a medal of 
Claudius, which had on one side tl!e emperor's effigy, with the inscription, IT. CLAVD. CAES. AVG. GEA. 

P. M. TR. P. XII. IMP. XIIX. : on the reverse, a plough drawn by an ox and a cow yoked, driven by a man, 
to represent the ceremony of describing wiih a plougl^ the circuit of the intcn*dcd station : above, COL. 
CAMALODON. AVG. The spelling, Camalodorif however, with *other circumstances, if the coin were 
anthentic, would render it doubtful if the colony of Camulodunum were that whose founding was thus intended 
to be recorded. But the existence of this coin has been suspected. Gough observes — ** 1 have not been able 
to find where Camden and Burton met with this cohn. It has not been turned up at Maldon or Colchester, nor 
is it mentioned by Vaillant, Patin, or Occo. The former (p. 105) barely mentions among Claudius's colony 
coins the name of Camulodunum ; the other (p. 78) giveg such a reverse as this with five standards, in- 
scribed COL. C. L. for Claudiopolis in Isaurta,** — Notes to f (undent voL i. p. Ixx. The Roman name of this 
town was undoubtedly derived from thftt under which it was known to the Britons. Camden ventured as a 
conjecture, that ** this name was imposed upon Camulodunum of the god Camuttu and the idea was revived 
in an ingenious pamphlet, pul^ished at Colchester by £. W. A. Hay, on occasion of the discovery of a monu- 
ment of Roman sculpture in the grounds of the Essex and Colchester Hospital. •Camden founds his conjecture 
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the Danes that were in it were all put to the sword, with the exception of a very few, 
who escaped o^er the walls, and fled into East Anglia. Edward is supposed to have 
repeopled the desolated town by a colony of West Saxons, and in the November of 
the following year, as we learn from the Saxon chronicle, he repaired or rebuilt the 
walls.* In 975, according to the Colchester chronicle, The castle of Colchester, 
with seventeen or eighteen castles more, was almost destroyed.** In 1071, the same 
document records that the town was burnt by a party of Danes, and was after* 
wards given by King William to Eudo Dapifer.f • 

Many of the towns and burghs, in the Saxon times, were demesnes of the king, or 
of some other territorial lord. The major part of Colchester was in the crown in the 
reign of Edward the Confessor, and ^consequently in that of William: whether he 
gave it in custody to Eudo, or, as has been conjectured, from his possessing a court 
{curia) in the town, to Hamo Dapifer, cannot be ascertained. It is known that 
Eudo afterwards was in possession of this town. 

The general state of the town in the time of the Conqueror best appears from 
Domesday-book, the substance of which, so far as relates to this place, is as follows : 
— The Bishop (i. e. of London) had in Colchester, fourteen houses, and four acres, 
paying no rent but scot, unless to the Bishop. Hugh held of the Bishop, two hides, 
and an acre. There had been always (e. e. pertaining to the bishop) two carucates 
in demesne, one plough-land for the tenants, two villains, eleven bordars, one 
servant, and six acres and a half of meadow : at the time of the Survey, one mill, 
formerly worth forty shillings, but then fifty. The number of the king's burgesses 
who paid fee-ferm rent was two hundred and seventy-six, who had three hundred 
and fifty«five houses, and one thousand two hundred and ninety-six acres of land, 
besides fifty-one acres of meadow. Hamo Dapifer had one house and a court 
or hall, one hide of land, and fifteen burgesses, holden by his predecessor, Thurbern, 
in King Edward’s time ; all which then paid rent, except the hall : the burgesses still 
paid so much per he^, but nothing for their arable land, or the hide they held 
of Hamo : in the hide there wa» one carucate, or plough laqd, in King Edward’s time, 
but, at the time of this survey, none. Hamo also had six acres of meadow. Man- 
sune, two houses andVour acres^. Goda, ^ne house. Eudo Dapifer had five houses 
and forty acres of land, which the burgesses held in King Edward’s time, and paid all 
the reni usually paid by burgesses, but, at the time of the Survey, they paid only by 
poll. . All this, with the fourth part of St. Peter’s church, (wluch belonged to Eudo) 

;sebev pa bufib. ^ seebneopa'te paep bjiocen pap* Sax. Chron. p. 109. 

f 1071. The city of Colchester burnt by the panes, they hiMng first ravished the cityzens’ wifes, Wm. 
the Conqueror gave Colchester to Eudo his cup*bearer.” This is thken from a MS. volume, written, as 
appears from one portion of its contents, by Edmund Hickeringill, rector of All Saints, in Colchester, which 
contains a transcript of this chronicle (in English), with some additions from Speed, and is brought down to 
the year 1741, in the same han^, though Morant fixes Hickeringiirs death in 1708. 
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pftid thirty shillings. * Hugh de Montfort, one house» which his poedecessori Godric, 
held in King Edward’s time. Roger Pictaviensis, one house, which his predecessor, 
Alflet, held in King Edward’s time. Earl Eustace, twelve bouses, besides one which 
Engelric had seized. They were worth twelve shillings. William, the bishop’s 
nephew, two houses which Turcfail held. Otto, the goldsmith, three houses, lying 
at Esceldeforde, which the Countess Alueva held. This was part of the queen’s land. 
The abbot of Westminster, four houses, which Earl Harold held, at Ferigens. 
Goisfrid de Ma^naville, two houses, which Geny at Erlige held in King Edward’s 
time. Sueno, one house, which Goda held at Elmestade in King Edward’s time. 
William de Wateville, one house of his own name, which Robert Wimarc held 
in King Edward’s time. Turstin Wiscard, thr^ houses of John Fitz-Waleram, and 
half a hide of land, which two burgesses held in King Edward’s time. Ranulf 
Piperell, five houses, which Ailmar at Terlinge Jheld in the time of King Edward ; 
one of them was without the walls. Radulf Baignart, one house, which Ailmar Melc at 
Tollensum held in King Edward’s time. The abbess of Berchingis, three houses. 
Alberic de Ver, two houses and three acres of land, which Ulwine, his predecessor, 
held in King Edward’s time. The king’s demesnes in Colchester : one hundred and 
two acres of land, of which ten were meadow, and wherein were ten borders, besides 
two hundred and forty acres, between pasture and heath. All this was let to ferm by 
the king. In common among the burgesses, eighty acres of land, and eight perches 
round the wall ; of all which the burgesses had sixty shillings a year, for the king’s 
service, if need were, if not, to be divided in common. And the custom was, for the 
king’s burgesses to pay yearly, fifteen days after Easter, two marks of silver, which 
belonged to the king’s ferm. Likewise 6c/. a year out of each house, tq be paid 
whether the king had soldiers, or undertook an expedition ; for whiclt sixpences, the 
whole city paid, in King Edward’s time, 15/. 5s, 3c/. a year. Moreover the burgesses 
of Colchester, and of Meldune, paid 20/. for the privilege of coining moneys which 
was settled by Waleram. And they appealed to the king,*th£y^t had remitted them 
10/. And Walchelin, the bishop’s tenant, demanded of them 40/. The church of 
St. Peter was held, in the time of King Edward, by two priests, for a small quit-rdnt, 
of which, Robert Fitzralph, of 4Iatingea| claimed ^three parts, and Eudo Dapifer 
the fourth. 

In the time of the second William, Colchester was relieved firom mucl^ of the 
tyrannous and oppressive treatment of the preceding reign, by being committed to 
the government of Eudo Dapifer this appointment was at their own special request, 

* Dapifer is defined by Spellman as being summus (^cialis cum in aulis principum, turn in privatorum 
hospitiis/' the dhief official, either in*the household of princes or of private people. The name marks more 
particularly the original nature of the office, ** ut|)ote quod in ferendit dapibut exhibetur," that of serving at 
table. The name is not found in writers of the age of Charlemagne ; but in his household tlwre was one AudiiN 
ftts, or Odulfus, a man of great power, who was sent to subdue the people of Ajmorica or Bretagne, in 7S(> : iie 
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they had hithei’to experienced from their Norman lords. 

In 1076/* it is stated in the Colchester Chronicle, *'Eudo built the castle of 
Colchester upon the foundation of CoelFs palace, and repaired the chaple which 
St. Helena had built, and dedicated it to St. John, upon St Katherine’s day, in 
honour of St. Katherine and St Helena, by Roger, bishop of London ; William, 
abbot of St John’s, being present. W. Rufus took Colchester with the c^tle into 
his possession.” * 

Henry I. Henry I. granted letters patent to the tenants of his manor nf Colchester : they 
were preserved among the town records till the time of Elizabeth, but they have sinc^ 
disappeared. 

In the reign of Stephen, and in the earlier part of that of Henry JI. the town 
was let in ferm to the sheriff of Es^ex and Hertfordshire ; but befe ; iJie close of the 
Fee-form, latter reign, the custom of letting in Jee-ferm to the men or burgesses ^f ttic respective 
towns was introduced, and Colchester, in 32d and 33d of Henry II., was thus let to 
the burgesses at a yearly fee-farm of 42/., in those days a very considerable sum. 
Out of this practice arose the property of the burgesses in the manor of the corpora- 
tion.f In the twenty-ninth year of King Henry II., the town of Colchester was 
amerced before justices errant for an escape. They were amerced secundum facuU 
iates, diat is, each of the chief townsmen, at a certain sum of money, the poorer sort 
in gross or altogether.}; In the beginning of this reign, the burgesses were also in 
possession of Kings-wood Heath, but, for reasons not particularly mentioned. Henry 
afterwards took it into his own hands again. Henry II. after the death of Eudo, gave 
castl§ of Colchester in charge to Hubert de St. Clair, who, attending Henry at 
‘ . the siege of Bridgenorth, and perceiving an arrow aimed at the monarch, stepped 

• before him and received it in his own breast, thus saving the life of his sovereign by 
, the sacrifice of his own. The possessions of Hubert came to his only daughter, who 
William was given in marriage, by the king, to William de Lanvallei. William de Lanvallei 

Ijciiivallfi V ^ » o 

was made governor of Colchester castle in place of Hubert;^ and he founded, near the 
prihcipal gate, a convent for crouched friars, of the order of St. Augustine. 

is called in the Annales Fuldenses, ** CaroUStneichallui;*' but by A^imonius, “ Regia menMmprapotiiut,” (lib. It. 
c. 76,) and by Reginus, ** Princefu Coqwrum'* Seneschallusbospitii was synonymous with dapifer. The name of 
dapifer was i^iven to various offices of the household ; and among them were included even the common waiters 
at table, *^famulos omnes qui mensam domini sui observabant, nobisque hodic aerving-van appellantur.*’ The 
name was sometimes used synonymously with cemef, senescltallus, and even with justitarium. One duty of the 
da£)ifer, according to Spellman, was to carry the banner before his master, vexillum domini sui gestare. 

• From a copy of the original deed of gift in a SIS. register of .the monastery of John the Baptist at Col- 
chester, preserved among the Harl. MSS. Cod. 312,Hre learn that the k\ng gave—” Eudoni Dapifero meo,”— 

” civitatem de Colcestr et turrim et castcllum et otnes ejusdem civitatis firmitates,” &c. 

f In the reign of Henry II. Colchester was a royal possession, as we find from the Mag. Rot. 17 Henry II. 
Rot. 8. a Ricardus'^de Luci reddit compotum de xl I, B1 [ancorum], de firma de Colcestra. 

X Madox, Hist, of Excheq. pi 387. 
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It is to about this period that the earliest records now left extend^ which give us 
any information of privileges granted to, or claimed by, the people* of Colchester. 
Under Henry the First, and Henry the Second, they had eonsuetudmes aqwB ei riipcR 
ex utraque parte^ the customs of the water, and of the banks on either side. In 
the reign of the latter monarch, their market and customs were confirmed by the 
justices itinerant, on the oath of the burgesses. In the first year of the reign 
of Richosd the First, the manor was resumed by the town, and was restored the 
«ame year, wheit the first charter was granted them, which bears date December 6, 
A. i>. ri39. L chief provisions in favour of the burgesses were, that they should 
have liberty «x> choose bailifia from among themselves, and a justice to hold pleas of 
the crown, anci not be required to plead any matter without the walls of their burgh. 
They hot;J.d he ^**ee from scot and lot, danegeld, murdrum, and be amerced only for 
their V re ; and exempt from toll, lastage, pas^sage, pontage, and all other customs 
and duties, ar all r.imes, and in all places.* None of the royal or any other family 
should be lodged, by force, or by the marshal’s appointment, within the walls of the 
burgh. No forester should have power to molest any man within the liberty; but all 
the burgesses should be free to hunt within the liberty, the fox, the hare, and the 
polecat, riie burgesses should have their fishery from the north bridge as far as 
Westnesse ; and the customs of the water and banks on both sides, to enable them to 
pay their fee-farm, as they enjoyed them in former reigns. The mdrket should not 
be hinde^4^d by any other market, but it and the customs should remain as they had 
ocen connn -ed before the justices itinerant of Henry the Second. 

Duiiiig It c*. ’'motions of the reign of John, in 1215, Saher de Quincy, earl of 
Winchestt., mi an .tmiy of foreigners, entered the kingdom, and laid siege to Col- 
chCicter cascie^ out on tearing t^at the ban .if a‘ London were hastening to its relief, 
he retire to Ft. Ldniunds Bury. He, or some other of his party, soon 

;xftcrwardi ga.r.td pos pv..ion of the town, r'.aiidived it, and placed a garrison in the 
cesllc; bu* the kin , after a few days s retook it. In thp^^ar following, at the 
commenceuion*. cf ao raigr A Henry the Third, Lewis, son of Philip the Second, 
invited by the buro..j, eniere^i F.nglaiid, and, among other places, made himself 
master of Colchester * b.i< ?t recovered to Uie subjnission ot^ the barons to the new 
king, who granted to the burgees^s of Colchester, in addition to their former charter, 
that they and their heire, for ever, should have the return of all writs in matters con- 
cerning the liberty of the town. 

* Murdrum was a fine imposed upon a place wherein i^murder had been committed ; or for not producing 
the murderer, if he had fled thither. Weefe, a fine laid upon the murderer himself ; and it must mean, that if 
a burgess had committed murder, he should be indicted for it only at a hundred or other court within the 
burgh, and be amerced the usual sum of 100 shillings. Lastage, a compensation for liberty to bring goods to 
fkira and markets, or to carry them where the owner thought proper. Passage, money pai^} for passing to and 
fro of persons and goods, in common shores, landing-places, &c. Pontage, toll for passing otrer bridges, with 
horses, carriages, &c. or under them, in boats or other vessels.* 
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Under Edward the First, large sums were obtained from the town to assist in 
meeting the ex^nses of his warlike government. The records, preserving the parti- 
culars of these various assessments, are yet extant; and we learn from them that 
fifteenths were levied upon the town and liberties in the first, eighth, and twenty-ninUi$ 
a tallage to which Colchester contributed 64/. 18a. 10c/. in the fourth, and a seventh 
in the twenty-fourth years of this reign.* 

The whole number of persons assessed in the town and liberties was three hundred 
and ninety, and the sum collected amounted to 84i. 12s. 7d. Othef assessments of 
the same kind were made in the sixth and thirteenth years of the reign of Edward the 
Second, who granted the burgesses an exemption for ever from murage, picage, 
paage,f and all other impositions upoiji their goods and merchandise, throughout his 
dominions. Colchester, in 134<7, furnished five ships towards the fleet with which 
Edward the Third blockaded Calais*; and, after the battle of Cressy, this monarch 
committed some of his prisoners to the custody of the bailiffs, as appears by his letter 
which is preserved among the town records. 

In the reign of the third Edward, Lionel de Brandenham, a powerful and 
avaricious man, who was lord of the manor of Lagonhoo, attempted to infringe upon 
the exclusive privilege of the town to the fishery of the Colne, by enclosing and 
appropriating to himself some part of the river. By the adjudgment of commis- 
sioners appointed to inquire into this affair, the enclosures were ordered to be broken 
down ; but Brandenham, enraged at his defeat, determined to wreak his vengeance 
on the town, to which he laid siege for a quarter of a year, with the intent to bum 
it, holding in his service several robbers and such reckless persons, by whose means 
he drowned several people in the Colne. In the end, however, this turbulent baron 
was compelled* to sue for pardon, and the full rights of the townsmen were restored. 

• The roll particularizing the assessment of the Sfieenth in the 29th Edward I. is the most minute and 
curious : among other instances the following may be particularized :— ** Koger the Dyer had, on Michaclmas- 
day last, in his treasury o|«cupboard, 1 silver buckle, price 18d.-- 1 cup of mazer, (maple) pr. 18d. In his 
chamber, 2 gowns, pr. 20«.— 2 beds, pr. half a mark — 1 napkin and 1 towel, pr. 2s, In his house, 1 ewer 
witlj a bason, pr. 14d , — 1 andiron, pr. 8d. In his kitchen, 1 brass pot, pi. 20rf.— -I brass skillet, pr. 6d.— - 
1 brass pipkin, 8d.— 1 trivet, pr. In his brew-house, 1 quarter of oats, pr. 2t.— woad-ashes, pr. half a 
mark— 1 great vat for dyin^, pr. 2s, 6d, Item, 1 co^, pr. calf, pr. 2s . — 2 pigs, pr. 2s. : each 12d . — 

1 sow, pr. iSd. — billet- wood, and faggots, *for firing, pr, 1 mark. — ^um, 71*. Sd. : fifteenth of which, 4s, 9d. qa. 

“ William the MiHcr had, the day aforesaid, in ready money, 1 mark of silver. In his cup-board, a silver 

buckle, pi 2d . — 1 ring, pr. I2d, In bis granary, 1 quarter of wheat, pr. 4«.— 1 quarter of barley, pr. 3#.— 

2 quarters of oats malted, pr. 4s . : each quarter 2s . — 2 hoga,^price lOs. ; each 6s . — ^2 pigs, pr. 6s . ; each 18d.— - 
1 pound of wool, pr. 6s. 8cc. &c. 

The Abbot of St. John’s had, tlie day aforesaid^at Ghreensted, 8 quarters of rye, pr. 24#. : at 3#. a quarter. 
Item, 4 stallions, pr. 24f. : each 6i.— 4 oxen, pn. 40#^: each 10«. — £4 sheep, 24s . : each ]2d., &c. 

** No degree of poverty exempted the subject from his share. John Fitz-elias, weaver, had, the day afore- 
said, 1 old coat, pr. 2«.— 1 lamb, pr. Cd. — Sum, 2s. 6d . : fifteenth of which 2d.*’ 

t Murage was a«duty on carta and horses which passed through a town, for the repair of the walls. Fieage 
was money paid for breaking up the ground for erecting booths, stalls, &c. Paage is believed to be the same 
as passage, mentioned before. 
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' In the twentyHiecond year of king Richard the Secondi the men of Colchester were chap. 

charged by the summonae of the Exchequer, with 40/. for the ferm2 of their town. 1— 

The barons of the Exchequer awarded a writ of scire facias to the sheriff of Essex, to 
warn them /^iMMl prtemunianiur pradicti homines to show cause why they should 
not be. charged to the king every year with the entire sum of for the ferme of their 
town. On this, the sheriff returned answer, that he had warned Thomas Godeston, 

Thomas Fraunceys, John Seburgh, and John Dyere, merchant, men of the town of 
Colchester, to al^pear before the barons of Westminster, in the quinzieme of St. 

Hilary, to show cause, and to do as the said writ required. At that time these men 
appeared by their attorney, and said they were not yet fiilly instructed to answer 
touching the premises, and prayed a further ^y. A day being given them, they 
appeared at the quinzieme of Easter, by their attorney, and were further adjourned to 
the quinzieme of St. Michael, before which day, king Richard the^ Second ceased 
to rule. A fresh wnt was issued for them to appear on the morrow of the close 
of Easter, in the first year of Henry the Fourth; and the sheriff warned John 
Seburgh, John Forde, Thomas Fraunceys, Henry Bosse, and Michael Aubrey, who 
appeared by their attorney, and said they were not yet informed what to plead. The 
court gave them day from term to term. At length they brought into court a 
close writ of the great seal, directed to the treasurer and barons of the Exchequer, 
reciting the case of the said townsmen, and commanding the barons *to make them 
allowance of the said 7/., so that they be discharged for ever. Hereupon the court 
doth adjudge, that the said men of Colchester have full allowance of the said 7/., as 
well for the time past, as for the time to come, and that they, the said men, and their 
successors, discharged and acquitted thereof.”* 

The chartei;3 of the town were confirmed and renewed by Edward* the Third, by charter of 
Richard the Third, and by the fourth and fifth Henries ; and the latter made and 
added several privileges, chiefly relating to the pleas, of which the bailiffs, burgesses, • 
and commonalty, should have cognizance.f Henry the Sixth ,t»nfirmed the former lienry vi. 
privileges, and also granted some additional ones, settling the extent of the liberty, 

&c. of the town, and granting that it should not be lawful for the steward, or marshal, 
or clerk of the king's household,* or his admiral, tQ enter the town, or its liberty, 

&c. ; and that the bailiffs should have full power and authority to inquire of all 

• Madox, Firma Burghi, p. 143, See. • 

f The initial letter of the charter of Henry Fifth, granted to the burgesses of Colchester in 1413, 
represents St* Helena, the mother of Constantine the Great, sitting upon a throne : her dress is blue, her 
girdle black, ornamented with gold studs, and edged wi^ pearl. Upon her head is a crown of gold, anfl a 
sceptre in her right hand ; her left is placed upon her brquC, as expressive of religious awe and humility. A 
label encircles her, upon which is the Yellowing inscription : 

Sell. Elena nata fuit in Colcestria mat : 

Constantin! fuit et sdm* enicd invenit • 

Before Her is placed the crow, which, tradition say^, she discovered during hqr sojourn at Jerusalem. 
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BOOK II. matters concerning the office of clerk of the market But on the Ibufth of Maecbi 
1446| the same monarch made a grant to John, Earl of Oxford^ of the fisheries! 
though, after several trials, the possession was decided in fitvour of the town. 

Charter of Edward the Fourth, — considering that the burgh of Colchester was one of the 

' ancientest burghs in the kingdom of England; that it was seated near the sea«coaali, 
to oppose the attempts of his enemies that were disposed to invade the kingdom ; and 
reUiembering the very great faithfulness and loyalty of the burgesses of that burgh, 
both to himself and his predecessors, kings of England confirmed all the previous 
charters, and also granted that the bailiffs and burgesses and their successors, 
consisting of two bailiffs and one commonalty, should for ever be one perpetual body 
and commonalty, incorporated by the^ name of the bailiffs and commonalty of the 
burgh of Colchester; and that the bailiffs should hold, in the Moot-hall, a court 
every week, on Mondays and Thursdays ; that a common council should be elected, 
&;c. It also contained some other considerable privileges. T' e town evinced its 
attachment to the king, by allowing no person to remain within its precincts for forty 
Henry VII. days, without taking the oath of fealty to hhn. Henry the Seventh gave a new 
charter, confirming the inhabitants of Colchester in the exercise of their ancient 
franchises, and annexing to their jurisdiction the four hamlets of Lexden, Mile-end, 
Hcn.vilL Greensted, and Berechurch. In the fifteenth of Henry the Eighth the inhabitants of 
Colchester did ’Movingly avaunce to him a sum by weye of lone, for the maintenaunce 
of his Grace and warys ageynst Fraunce and Scottlond ; ” and Henry promised, under 
his privy seal, “truly to content and repay to all and singuler suche personnes of the 
borough of Colchestre — all and singuler suche particuler summes of money as have 
been by tlicym and every of theym lovingly advanced — amounting in the hole to the 
summe of one hundred one poundes and foure shilling st.” In the charter of 
this monarch, Kingswood, or Kingswood heath was granted to the town.* 

Katharine In 1516, on the day before the feast of Corpus-Christi, Katharine of Arragon, who 
oi Arragon. going in pilgrun^e^*to our Lady of Walsingham, visited Colchester on her 
way, and was met at Lexden* by the bailiffs, aldermen, <and a large body of the 
burgesses, who conducted her in state to St. John’s abbey. A purse of £40 was 
presented to her; an^, at her departure, the bailifis, aldermen, &c. attended her to the 
farther bounds of the parish of Mile-end. 

In 1544 , this town was called upon to assist the monarch in foreign war.f The 


* Charters, confirming those which bad been made before, were given by Edward the Sixth, Mary, 
E^xabeth, James the First, and Charles the First 
f The following letter, under the royal signed wSs addressed to .the bailifis: 

« BY THE KING. 

“ HENRY R. 

** Trustie and wc^belovcd, we greate you well ; And wheraa betweene us and Themperor, upon provocation of 
manyfolde Injuries conmiitted by the Frenche King unto ua both particulerlie: And for his confederation 
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aasumption of Henry the ,Eigbthi lof being the supreme head of the church, was chap. 
the foundation of reli^ous liberty, and tbe structures of papish superstition And — 
error were soon thrown to the earth: but in their ruin, unsolicited charity to the 
indigent, and hospitality to the houseless wanderer, were overwhelmed. The de- Dissolution 
struction of the monastery and church of St. John, the priory of St Botolph, the tones. 
hospital and church of the Crouched Friars, and of other religious structures, 
occasioned ponstemation and grief and despair to those who had chiefly depended 
on the charity and benevolence which constantly stretched forth the hand of relief at 
their gates. John Beche, the last abbot of St John’s, because he could not con- Last abbot 
scientiously acknowledge the supremacy of King Henry the Eighth, was condemned john*s. 
to death ; and it is traditionally recorded, to the disgrace of the then bailiffs, that the 
unsuspecting abbot was by them invited to a feast, and, in the moment of apparent 
good-^11 and friendship, suddenly struck with Astonishment and dismay, by the 
presentation of the warrant, and hurried away to execution, because he could not be 
persuaded to belie his own conscience, and commit a crime, by the sanction of- what 
he deemed infamous. 

During the attempt which' was made to place on the throne the ill-fated Lady Jane Queen 
Grey, the people of Colchester warmly espoused the cause of Mary, and the town 
itself was put in a state of defence, in her favour ; and in return, very shortly after 
her accession to the throne, on the 26th of January, 1553, she visited Colchester, 
where she was liberally entertained, and was presented with a silver cup and cover, 
partly gilt, and twenty pounds in gold.* But even their services and loyalty were not 
able to defend the inhabitants of this town from the furious persecutions which 
disgraced her reign. Colchester was distinguished at this period for the diversity of 
its religious se^ts. A person named Henry Harte is mentioned as A, particularly 
zealous apostle of novel doctrines ; and in 1555, Christopher Vitels, a disciple of 
Henry Nichols, the founder of the Family of Love, coming from Delft, brought over of 

with the Turkc against thole common-wealth of Christendom, It is agreed, t^at ech^of us apartc in persone 
with his puissaunt Armey in scvcrall parties this soommcrslial invade Ilealme o7 Fraunce; And being not 
yet furnyshed of such ample noomfier of men ^ shall suffice for that purpose; For the good opinion we ha^e 
in you to see us furnyshed as to our honour apperteyneth. We have appointed you to send us thenombre of xv 
hable fotemen, well furnyshed for the warvs as appe|^eyneth, wherof three to* be Archers, everye oone 
furnyshed with a good bowe in a cace, with xxiii good arrowes in a cace, a good sworde and a dagger ; and 
the rest to be bill men, having besids theyre bills a good sworde and a dagger : To be levied of your own 
servants and tenants. And that you put the saidc nombre in such a redynes, furnyshed with cotes ai|d hosen 
of such colours as is appointed for the Battell of ou% Armey, As they fsile not within oone, howres wamvng to 
marche forwards to suche place as shal be appointed accordinglie. Yeven undre our signet at our Palace of 
Westm* the vth daie of June xxxvith yere of our Reigne.” ^ * 

* The value of this gift will be better understood from tjie following items amongst those recorded in the 
chamberlain's account of the charges irfeurred by the purchase of various articles of food, in consequence of 
the visit. Thirty-eight doaen of bread, 39<. Fifty-nine gallons of claret wine, 48s. A quarter of beef, 
wrighing five score and ten pounds, 9s. 2d. A side of bee( weighing seven score and fiv9 pounds, 12s. Id. 

A veal, 4s. Half a veal, 2s. 4d. Two muttons, 9s. 4d. &c. 
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Bay and 
Say trade. 
Elizabeth 
visits Col- 
chester, 

A. D. 1.579. 


and spread the knowledge in this town and neighbourhood^ of hia master’s and his 
own ^'straunge opinions/’ Vitels was %• joiner by trade; being, as it seemed, 
weary of his occupation, he left his craft of joigpyng, and took unto him a new trade 
of lyfe : so that of a simple scholer, he became a great and learned schole-miuster of 
that doctrine/** Throughout Mary’s reign the auncient and famous towne of 
Colchester was a sweete and comfortable mother of the bodyes, and a tender nourse 
of the soules, of God’s children : which towne was rather at that tyme frequented, 
because it afforded many godly and zealous martyrs, whiche coiliinually with their 
bloud watered those seedes, which by the preachyng of the worde had been sowne 
most plentifully in the hartes of Christians in the dayes of good Kyng Edward. This 
towne, for the earnest profession of the gospell, became like unto a citie upon an hill ; 
and, as a candle upon a candlesticke, gave great light to all those, who for the comfort 
of their conscience came to confbrre there from divers places of the realme, and 
repairyiiig to common innes, had by night their Christian exercises, whiche in other 
places could not be gotten. For proofe whereof, I referre the reader unto that which 
is truely reported by M. Foxe, in his booke of Actes and Monumentes : that at the 
Kynges-head, in Colchester, and at other innes in the sayd towne, the afHicted 
Christians had set places appointed for themselves to meete at/’ f In 1555, 1556, 
1557, and 1558, several people were put to death in this town for their opinions ; and 
others, who Were prisoners in the castle on tlie same cliarge, were released on the 
accession of Elizabeth. In 1571, the Dutch and Flemings sought here an asylum 
from persecution ; which caused the establishment of the Bay and Say trade. 

In the autumn of 1579, Elizabeth took a progress” through part of Essex and 
Suffolk, and visited Colchester on the 1st and 2nd of September. The following 
orders were iliade for her reception : — " That the bayliffs and aldermen^ in the receipt 
of her Majestie, sliall ride upon comely geldings, with foot-clothes, in damask or 
sattin cassocks or coats, or else jackets of the same, with sattin sleeves in their scarlet 
gowns, with caps qpd^bl^k velvet tippets. The coimcell to attend upon the bayliffs 
and aldermen at the same tim^ upon comely geldings, with foot-clothes, in grogram 
ot silk cassock coats or jackets, with silk doublets, or sleeves at the least, in the 
livery morray-gowns* with caps, &c. That her Majestie shall be gratified from the 
town with a cup of stiver, double-gilt, of the value of twenty marks, or £lff at 

* Sc^.a ** Confutation of the Family of Love/* by W. Wilkinson, 4to. Lend. 1576, Among the Harleian 
MSS. Cod. 416, th<;^e is a letter to Bishop Bonner, from /^hidaey, then in commission against the heretics at 
Colchbstcr, who speaks of obstinate hereticks, anabaptists, and oy*^ vnruly parsons." There is another letter 
sf the same stamp, from Colchester, in Harl. MSS^ Cod. 421, where complaint is made that they read the " booke 
of Powles Epistoles in Englysse," &c. And one person had the^* new testamSt in Englese, and paid for it," 
" and red it thorowygly many tymis," and afterward when he hard*that the said new testamSt was forboden 
that no man shuld kepe them, he delyured it and the booke of Powles Epistoles to his mother agen," fke, 

f " A brief description of tlie first springing up of the Heresie, termed * The Familie of Love,* by W. 
Wilkinson.*' 
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the least, with forty angels in the same ; and the officers of her Msjestie to be chap. 
gntified as afore they have been. The rtteorder for the time being, to make the ■ 
oration to her Miyestie.”* 

In the reign of Elisabeth, the celebrated Sir Francis Walsingham was recorder of Sir Francis 
Colchester; and, from the testimony of regard for him that is found in the records, it 
is probable that the town, through his means, gained both protection and fovouc. 

The second charter granted by Charles I. to Colchester, was, in a manner, qmte a Second 

0 ® ^ Charter ul’ 

new charter, and' incorporated the men, and free-burgesses, and bailifis, and com- ciiarles i. 
monalty,** by the name of the ** mayor and commonalty,” and confirmed the former 
charters. Among other things, it enacted that the mayor, recorder, preceding year’s 
mayor, and two other aldermen annually chosen, are to be justices of peace, and 
hold quarter sessions of the peace: the mayor and^ recorder to hold the weekly courts 
on Mondays and Thursdays. The mayor and commonalty to have .cognizance of 
pleas of debts and ofiences within the burgh belonging to the admiral’s jurisdiction ; 
but the admiral of England, or his deputy, to have the liberty of entering the burgh 
to take care of his debts, and other concerns of the admiralty. A perambulation 
ordered to be taken yearly of the bounds and liberties, to the intent that they might 
not be forgotten, and to prevent disputes. 

The people of Colchester expressed, at an early period, their dissatisfaction under 
the government of Charles : “ About the commencement of the year 1627, forces were 
transported from these parts to the king of Denmark’s assistance ; but they went so 
much against their will, that the militia was sent fi*om this town to restrain their 
mutinies.” This was the first open act of opposition in this part of the kingdom. 

In January, 1641-2, a petition was presented from this town to the House of Com- 
mons, complaining against the penal jurisdiction and office of bishops, and requiring 
liberty of conscience, desiring that church discipline might be established according to 
the word of God, and the tovm better fortified. TJie latter request was complied 
with, and the parliament granted 1500/. to render Colchester, add the Block-house 
at Mersey, defensible. Omthe twenty-second of August, 1642, the townsmen seized 
Sir John Lucas, who was preparing, with ten or twelve horse, and some arms, to join 
the royal party in the north ; barbarously nfiiltreated bis mother and lady, with his 
chaplain, Mr. Thomas Newcomen, rector of the parish of Hbly Trinity; plundered 

* The queen* I stages, or rests, were these: ** Afig. 5, from Greenwich to Havering, «nd there 6 i^ays: 

Aug. 10, to Woodcroft-hall, Mr. Weston Browne’s, und there 2 days: Aug. 12, to Lees, the Lord Riche's, 
and there 8 days: Aug. 15, to Gosfelde, the Lady Matravea's, and there 5 days: Aug. 20, to SmaU- bridge, 

Mr. Walgrave's, and there 2 days: Aug. 22, to Ipswich, andstherc 4 days: Aug. 26, to Harwich, there 8 days: 

Aug, 29, to the Lord Darcy’s, and there * 8 days: Sept 1, to Coichesier, and there 2 days: Sept. 3, to Lcyr- 
mamey, Mrs. Tnke't, and there 2 days: Sept 5, to Malden, Mrs. Harries*, 2 days: Sept 7, to Mousham. 

Sir Tho. Mildemay'a, and there 4 days: Sept 11 , to the Lady Petre’s at Ingatestone, add there 3 days: 

Sept 14, to Havering.*' 
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ancestors in the adjoining church of St. Odes ; and conducted him and Mr. Newcomen 
prisoners to London. Some of the authors of these violent proceedings aPere after- 
wards seized, and sent up to the parliament; but the representatives for the borough, 
Sir William Masham, Bart, and Harbottle Grimston, Esq. interested themselves in 
their. behalf, and they escaped without punishment. Colchester had, however, for 
some time, very little share in the troubles of the time. 

Supplies to In 1642, ** the committee of the Lords and Commons for the safety of the king- 
dom,” were indebted to the “activity and dispatch’* of the leading men of Essex and 
Suffolk, for two thousand horse for dragoon service : and in November of the same 
year, when the king had entered .Middlesex, and was threatening London, Col- 
chester raised and equipped a company, under the command of Captain John Langley, 
to assist in (defending the parliament. In the beginning of |643, they despatched 
another complete company, destined to join the earl of Manchester to the rendezvous 
of the eastern association at Cambridge ; * and during the whole continuance of the 
war, Colchester supported the popular cause by perpetual reinforcements of men, as 
well as by large supplies of military stores, and money to an extraordinary amount. 
Particular exertions to raise a pecuniary supply were made in June, 1643, at the 
pressing solicitations of the earl of Essex, seconded by those of Cromwell, whose 

letter, t as well as that of the earl, was full of strong expressions. The earl desired 

* 

CromwelVs * following letter from Oliver Cromwell, dated March 23, 1643, and addressed “ To the Maior of 
Letters. Colchester, and Captaine John Langley,’' relates to this particular company. 

“ Gentlemen, Upon the comingc downe of your townsmen to Cambridge, Capt. Langlie not knowingc how 
to dispose of them, desired mee to nominate a fitt Captaine, which I did, an honest, religious, valliaiit gentle- 
man, Capt Dodsworth, the bearer hecreof. Hee hath diligently attended the service,* and much improued 
his men in their exercise, But hath beene unhappie beyond otliers, in not receauinge ai*,. pay, for himselfe, 
and what Hee had for his souldiers, is out loi^ agoe. Hee hath by his prudence, what with fayre and 
winninge carriage, what with iponie borrowed, kept them together. Hee is able to do soe noe longer, they 
wiU presendy disband if'p.course bee not taken, it’s pittye itt should be soe, for I beUeue they are brought 
into as good order as most companieB«in the Armie. Besid’s at this instant there is great needc to vse them, 
I havinge receaued a special comand from my Lord Generali to adiinnce with what force wee can to putt an 
endc (if itt may be) to tl^ worke (God soe assistinge) from whome all helpe cometh. I beseech you therefore 
consider this gentleman, and the soqldien, and i£ itt bee pdlwible, make up his cumpanie a hundred and 
twenty, and send them away .with what expedition is possible, itt may (through Gods blessingc) prouc very 
hanpie, one months pay may proue all your trouble. I speake to wise men, God direct you, I rest, yours to 
serve ^u, OLIVER CROMWELL." 

f Gent: I thought it my duty once more to write luto yow for more strength to be speedily sent unto 
us for this great service ; I suppose yow heare of the great defeat given by my L. Fairfax to the Newcast; 
* Forces at Wakefield ; it was a great mercy of Gkjd to us, and h^ it not bin bestdune upon us at this ytry 
present, my Lo: Fairfax had not knowne how ir) have subsisted; we assjire yow, should the force we have 
miscarry, expect nothing but a speedy march of the enemy up unto yow ; why yow shoidd not strengthen us to 
make us subsist, judge ybw the danger of the neglect, and how inconvenient thia improvidence or unthrifty may 
be to yow ; I sBall never write but according to my judgment ; I tell yow again it concerns yow exceedingly to 
be perswaded by me ; My Lur; Newcastle is necr 6000 foot and about 60 troopea of horse: my Lo : Fair&x is 
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such as had most interest in the causes to approve themselves in it ; men of religious 
lives and afiectionsi fittest to bear arms fot the truth of religion ; men of estates, to 
defend those estates ; the employment not being too mean for the best men.*’ The 
inhabitants entered into a general subscription, and the women were not less generous 
than the men. The direct assessments upon the town and liberties, by order of 
the parliament, during the course of the civil war, amounted in all to 30,177/. 
28 . 4ie/. - 

In 1648, a de*sign was conceived by many of the nobility and gentry, in various 
parts of the kingdom, to use some means of restraining the power of the parliament. 
Frequent conferences were held; and in Kent, under various pretences, great num- 
bers assembled, and took up aims, under George Goring, earl of Norwich, who 
was elected general. They advanced as far as Blackheath, in expectation of being 
joined by the Londoners; but, on the advancp of Fairfax, they retreated in two 
separate bodies, one taking the road to Rochester, the other falling back upon 
Maidstone. One of these divisions was pursued and defeated by the parliamentarian 
general, but the other advanced a second time to Blackheath, and being again 
compelled to retreat and disperse, a part crossed the Thames at Greenwich, and 
remained five days at Stratford-le-Bow, where they were joined by many Kentish 
men, and London apprentices. In the mean time, the royalists of Essex made 
great exertions, and assembled at Chelmsford, where they raised considerable forces, 
under Sir Charles Lucas, and seized upon the committee of parliament who were 
sitting there. These forces met the Kentish men at Brentwood ; and, on the ninth of 
J une, they all reached Chelmsford, where they were joined by others from Hertfordshire 
wd Bedfordshire, under Arthur Lord Capel, Lord Loughborough, and other persons 
of distinction.* Their first determination was to attack Sir Thomas Hbneywood, who 
had assembled a parliamentary force at Coggeshall; but, on more mature consideration, 
it was determined to march to Braintree. In their way they stopped at Lees-house, 
the seat of the earl of Warwick, from whence they carried, JWo brass field-pieces, 
between two and three hundred muskets, as many t>ikes, and a quantity of ammu- 
nition. A curious account of their proceedings at Lees and the neighbourhoodf, is 
given by Arthur Wilson, who waS presentf having been sent by the earl of Warwick 


about 3000 foot and 9 troopes of horse ; and we have about 24 troopes of horse and Draggooners : The 
enemy drawee more to the Lo; Fairfax : Our motion and yours must be exceeding speedy, or elce*it will doe 
yow noe good at all ; if yow send let your men*comc to Boston. I beseech yow hasten the supply to us : 
forgett not monie. 1 presse not hard, though 1 doe soe need that I assure yow the foot and Draggooners are 
ready to mutiny : lay not too much uponwhe back of a ^oore Gentl’ who desires without much noyse to lay 
downc his life, and bleed the last dropp to serve the Cause and yow ; 1 ask not your monie for mysclfe, if 
that were my end and hope, (viz. the pay of my place,) I would not open my mouth at this time. I desire to 
deny myselfe, but others will not be satisfied : 1 beseech yow hasten supplies. Forget not^our prayers. 

Gent’ I am yours, 

May 28, 1643. • “ OL. CROMWELL.” 
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BOOK II. to protect his^ property.* The following extracts are sufltoiently inteieMing to 
deserve insertion: 

Wilson’s “ That day that Goring crost the water, my lord sent me to Leeze, whh a great part 

the'^nduct fomilie, to secure his house. I mett Mr. Rich, Sir Harbotde Giimston, and 

orthcrayai- gj]. Martin Lumley in the way, who had been at Chensford, to o£^ those tumultuous 
people mdempnitie from the parliament, if they would retire to their owne homes. 
But they slighted their offer. And the parliament men, with some difficulty, got from 
them ; they having committed Sir Henrie Rowe, and others of the^committee of the 
countie, intending they should run the same hazard they did. From Leeze I sent 
scouts everie day to know which way they bent their course, and what they did? 
And I heard that the lord Capell, with some few with him, the lord Loughborow 
and his brother, with some others, were come to them. My lord generall (Fairfax) 
hearing of this eommotion, and of Gering’s joyning with them, sent CoUonel Whaley, 
with a partie of fifteen hundred horse and foot, to follow theise roisters, and amuse 
them till he could bring up more forces to quell them ; who, drawing somewhere 
nere them, they began to stirr. Upon their first motion, one of my scouts gave mee 
intimation that they intended to rifle my lord’s armorie at Leeze. And, presently 
after, I had a message from my lord Goring, that he would dine at Leeze, (being on 
Saturday, the — of June,) and borrow my lord’s armes. I knew it impossible for 
mee, with five hundred men, (if I had them,) to hold the house against an armie 
which brought ordinance. And, receyving assurance from them that nothing should 
be taken away but armes, I shut up the gates, cal’d our people into the armorie, and 
tooke downe one intire side of it, and better : hiding the armes in divers obscure 
places of the l\ouse. Which we had no sooner done, but some thirty or forty gentle- 
men, collonels, and other officers, came to the gates, protesting they •came from the 
lord Goring and Sir Charles Lucas, to protect the house from the violence and rapine 
of the souldiers. And finding some of them to be our neighbours (as CoUonel Maxey 
and his brother, MV*i Nevell’s son, of Cressing-temple, and some others, whom I 
knew) who might do us good, and could do us no hurt, (ftr wee had men enough in 
the house to grapple; with them ; theye being arm’d onelie with swords, and wee 
having everie man his carbine or muskett)^! lett them in. And trulie their demeanour 
was very fairc and civilL* Presently after them the armie marcht through one of the 
parkes,*knd came close by the house. But, having neither order nor discipline among 
them,* the souldiers left their ranks; and some* fell to killing of deere, some to taking 
of horses, and others clamber’d over th% walls, and came into the house. Those who 
were abroad could not be restrayned ; bat those who came over the walls were beaten 
out againe by theise gentlemen. About one of the clock the lord Goring came ; who, 

• “ The Life of Mr. Arthur Wilson, tlie Historian," by himself, printed in Peck’s “ Desiderata Curiosa," 
vol. ii. lib. xii. p. 6, &c. * 
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in a very formall speech^ told intention was onelie to borrow my lord’s arms, c h a i*. 

That there was a necessitie for it: their lives, honor, and all that was Ueare to them, 
depended upon it That they were pursued by an enemie ; and they, having many 
unarmed men, must make themselves as strong as they can, for their owne defence. 

That they should be delivered to him by inventorie, and hee (like an old courtier) 
would see them made good again. But he assur’d mee, wee should receyve no other 
prejudiee :* for nothing but armes and munition should bee deminisht. Then he went 
up into the armorie. And, seeing it so emptie, hee askt, what was become of the rest 
of the armes ? I told him, my lord of Manchester had armes out of it for his regi- 
ment, which were lost at the battle of Kinton. Which was a truth. And hee made 
no further inquirie ; but tooke those he found J;here. Then he commanded a partie 
of about an hundred men to come into the outward court, to take away the armes : 
whereof he distributed some. The rest were loaded in carts. And theise men could 
hardlie secure the house from the rabble, who prest to get in. So that the officers 
had much ado to keep themselves from being overrun by their owne souldiers. For 
there being two generalls, and all the scum of the countrie, and many hundreds of 
apprentise boyes from London, (for the train’d bands were most of them gone, leaving 
their armes behind them,) who knew not whom to call commander, nor how to bee 
obedient ; there was such a confusion, that the officers, with swords drawne, did not 
onelie protect the house, but themselves. By that time that they Bad gott carts, 
loaded them with armes, and fitted my lord’s teame of horses to drawe away two 
brasse field-peeces which were in the house, it inclined towards night. About seaven 
of the clock (my lord Goring being gone) Sir Charles Lucas, and some of the chiefe 
officers, came to mee and told mee, there were more armes in the house, and they 
would have thorn, or they would search all the house for them. And some of the 
officers were pleas’d to threaten me verie roughlie, if I conceal’d any. I wisht them 
to do their pleasures ; they should see all the house freelie. Lucas pointed to one of 
the places where the said armes were. It seemes some traytoiv^ong our selves had 
inform’d him, that wee had» reserv’d some of them. I* suspected one of the ordinarie 
women to be the divulger of it. The housekeeper being by mee, I winkt on him to 
goe out of the way. And then 1 dkl’d for the housckqeper, with the keyes ; seeming 
greedic to lay all open to their view. But, the housekeeper not being soudainely 
found, night drew on, and part of their armie was marcht away. Collonel Y^haley 
was also at their heeles, and gave tliein an alarum, so that it hindred any further 
search. Then they mounted with all speed, ajid had much adoe to gett their souldiess 
out of the house. Lucas riding idto the inner court, to fetch some of them out, (the 
pavement being of smooth free-stone,) his horse slipt and fell flatt upon his side, 
bruising the rider’s thigh and knee, so that he could scarce stand, (wh^ch was but a 
bad omen to his enterprise,) but hee was helpt up againe, an<i they hasted away. So 
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wee lost some horses, two brasse guns, a great part (though not halfe) our armes, 
foure barrells of pouder, some match and bullett; and after the drinking of some 
twenty hogsheads of beere, one hogshead of s^k, and eating up all our meat, and 
killing at least one hundred deere in the three parkes about the house) wee were rid 
of our ill guests.*’ 

On the tenth; they arrived at Braintree,* and on the eleventh, about nine o’clock at 
night, they again marched for Colchester, Sir Charles Lucas having expressed his 
hopes of being joined by many friends there ; and at four o’clock the next afternoon, 
they arrived within six miles of the town. Here they received intelligence, that the 
town would not receive them in arms. A reconnoitring party, which was sent before, 
returned with information that the injiabitants stood upon their guard, and were so 
far from giving entrance, that they opposed them, and were too strong for them. On 
receipt of which news. Sir Charles, and the gentlemen with him, set spurs to their 
horses, and galloped full speed till they came to the town, when they found the gates 
shut: and about sixty horse were drawn out in a very formal troop, well armed and 
accoutred, and some of their scouts were without the turnpike by the almshouses. 
Sir Charles made a stop here, and sent back a messenger to the army, to hasten their 
march : but four or five gentlemen, keeping on their speed, drew their swords, and 
charged up to the party (of scouts), and forced them within the turnpike ; so they 
retreated to itead-gate, where .the whole troop was drawn up in order, and the gen- 
tlemen retreated again towards the turnpike : in which fray, one person on horseback 
was shot by one of the gentlemen, and he fell down dead. Now the townspeople 
perceiving the body of the army coming, and that Sir Charles Lucas had drawn up 
two or three troops of horse very near them, they sent out to treat with him ; and 
upon his engagement that the town should not be plundered, nor any injury offered to 
the inhabitants for what they had done, they submitted themselves, and engaged to 
deliver up their horse and arms,.with the town ; so the gates were opened, and the 
army quartered tha<;*|ught in the town.”* The number of the royalists was^ at this 
time, about 4,000, of whom 600 were horse ; but not above ^3,500 of the foot were well 
armed. The regiments of horse were those of the earl of Norwich, Lord Capel, Sir 
Wm. Compton, Col. Slingsby, Sir BefUard Gascoigne, Col. Hammond, and Col. 
Culpepper ; of foot, tUbse of Sir Charles Lucas, Sir George Lisle, Colonels Tilly, 
Tuke^Gilberd, Sir William Campion, Burd, Bowman, and Chester. Of the gentry 
and officers whb cooperated in the cause widiout taking any command, the principal 
were Lord Loughborough, Sir Williaip Layton, Sir Richard Hastings, Colonels John 
Heath, Lee of Kent, Panton, Cook, Sir Hugh Orlley, William Maxey, Pitman, Beal, 
Lieut. Col. Hatch, and Major Jammot. Fairfax, ai^r having been joined on the 
• 

* ** True Relation of that honourable, though unfortunate Expedition of Kent, Essex, and Colchester, in 
1648. By Matthew Carter, dparter- Master .General in the king’s Forces.” 
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road by Colond Whaley and Sir Thomas Honeywood^ with 2,000 horse and foot of 
the countryi** reached Lezden-heath on the thirteenth of June, the day after that on 
which the royalists entered Colchester. He immediately despatched a summons to 
the earl of Norwich, commanding him to lay down his arms, which was treated with 
derision and scorn. The parliamentarians were directly ordered to the attack ; a hot 
engagement in the suburbs ensued, and the royalists were at length driven back to 
the gates, and all the guards called in. To prevent the entrance of the enemy, they 
were obliged to shut out many, chiefly of Colonel Farre*s regiment, who thus became 
prisoners. Lord Capel distinguished himself in this action, charging at Head-gate, 
where the contest was hottest, until it could be shut, and at last finding time only to 
fasten it with his cane. The parliamentarians^ still endeavoured to force their way 
into the town, making an attack upon Head-pte, upon which they at length 
brought a brass gun to bear: but the royabsts annoyed them .so much from 
their positions in St. Mary's Church-yard, and some adjoining gardens, that, after 
seven or eight hours’ fighting, on the approach of night, the assailants were com- 
pelled to retreat, leaving their brass gun, and more than 500 small arms behind. 
In this attack, the parliamentarians lost about seven hundred men, besides 130 
taken prisoners. The loss of the besieged was comparatively small. Before 
the besiegers retreated, they set fire to some houses near Head-gate, but the 
flames were prevented from communicating with the town by the diligence of the 
soldiers. 

The royalists were now obliged, by the nearness and by the number of their 
enemies, to stay and defend themselves in Colchester, as it was not possible for them 
to move from it with safety. And Fairfax, who had established his head-quarters at 
Lexden, and who now placed a strong guard of horse on the road to Cambridge, 
determined to reduce the town by a regular blockade, when he saw the difficulty 
of taking it by assault. He also placed a party ^of horse at Mersey Fort, which 
precluded all assistance from the coast. 

Fairfax now began to n»ke regular approaches on the Lexden side, casting up a 
fort and barricadoes, to secure the road and the head-quarters; and two days after, he 
constructed during the night a batfiery nearer the town, which be called Fort Essex, 
which was eight rods long and three broad, and was filled up and levelled in 1742. 
In a short time the place was enclosed by a line of redoubts and batteries* The 
besieged were not less active in putting* tliemselves in a posture of tlefence, and in 
laying up provisions and ammunitions necessary to hold out during a siege; 
and fortunately the town at that time, particularly at the Hithe, contained very 
considerable stores. They laboured hard in strengthening the walls, and casting 
up ramparts and counterscarps, and erected a fort at St. Mary’i^ which they 
cdled the Royal Fort, from whence they fired hard, and killed some of the 
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workmen employed in making Fort Essex, and others as they were straggling 
in the fields.”'* 

The parliamentarian committee which had been seized at Chelmsferd, and which 
was now at Colchester, attempted to negotiate between the two armies: and on rim 
19th of June, by permission of the royalist generals, they wrote to Fairfkx, desiring 

tliat there might be a treaty between both armies for a peace.” But their endeavours 
were unsuccessful, the parliamentarian general offering merely, in his letter to Lords 
Norwich and Capel, and Sir Charles Lucas, — That if yourselves, and the rest wirii 
you in Colchester, shall, within twenty-four hours after notice hereof, lay down armes^ 
the common soldiers and men of that rank, shall have liberty to depart to their several 
homes, and there quietly to remain ^submitting unto the authority of parliament; 
yourselves, and the officers and gentlemen engaged with you in the town, shall have 
liberty, and passes, to go beyond, sea, with equipages befitting their qualities, 
engaging themselves not to return into this kingdom without leave from the par- 
liament. And all of both sorts, with the inhabitants of the town, shall be free from 
plunder, or violence of the souldiers ; their arms, ammunition, and furniture of war, 
within tlie town, and also their horses imployed in militarie service (except such 
horses and swords as shall be fit to be allowed to captains, or superior officers, and 
gentlemen of quality, for their removall) being first delivered up without imbezzle- 
ment, in an orderly manner, as shall be further set down, and the foi^ces under my com- 
mand, or such as I shall appoint, being admitted a peaceable entrance into the town.” 

Towards the latter end of June, several attempts were made by tlie royalists 
in the town to sally out and collect men and provisions from the surrounding country ; 
and, though the precautions of the besiegers frequently defeated them, yet these 
excursions were sometimes successful. On the 22nd of June the parliamentarians 
were industriously at work upon *^CoL Ewer’s fort, near tlie Shepen ; which 
100 of the royalists sallied out. in the night to view, but were instantly beaten in 
again. However, tfa^ir cannon killed two of the besiegers.” On the twenty-sixth, 
the besieged being drawn odt in Crouch-street, (which, ^ rhough without the walls, 
was still in their possession,) a party of Colonel Barkstead’s foot beat them out 
of their hedges, and from their court ofr guard, fired the guard-house, and brought 
away the hour-glass by firhich they stood sentry.” On Wednesday, the twenty-eighth, 

earlj^in the morning, the besieged, with a party of horse, attempted the parliamen- 
tarians’ horse-gUards, near St. Mary’s, and bhot a scout, but were instantly beaten 
back.” The day following, while the^besiegers were busied in constructing a new 
fort, called Barkstead’s Fort, on the avest side of Maldon-lane, they were much 
annoyed by the shot of the royalists, who occupied the house of Sir Harbotde 
Orimston, which was, in consequence, battered by the cannon of Furfitx, and finally 

* Diary of the Siege of Colchester. 
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set on fire by its occuponlB befinre they retreated from' it. On the first day of July, 
Col. Whaley took possession of Oreensted church, and erected a strong battery in the 
church-yard: and about this time the besiegers occupied East-street, which extends 
from Eastdnridge towards the country, and placed a guard in the mill on the river. This 
guard being very troublesome to this part of the town, to which they attempted in one 
instance to set fire, the royalists made a grand sally with five hundred infantry, headed 
by Sir George Lisle, and two hundred horse under Sir Charles Lucas. The enemy’s 
guard was po6ted*on the farther side of the river, on both sides of the street, with a bar. 
ricado across the way, in the centre, and ^'with their chase-shot from their drakes, and 
small shot from the barricado and guard-houses, they played very thick” upon the 
royalists as they advanced. The party who had ]^een chosen for the first attack passed 
the river over a foot-bridge, the end of which reached to the barricado, and, facing the 
shot of their adversaries, ^^as if it had only been a sporting skirmish among tame soldiers 
at a general muster, regarded it not, and running in a single file over the bridge, and 
some for haste through the river, mounted their barricado, and beat the enemy off in 
an instant; and having once gained that, overturned tlie drakes, and charged 
upon other parties that still fired at them in the street, surrounding them ; who 
having neither possibility of relief, retreat, or escape, yielded upon quarter : so they 
took the captain, lieutenant, ensign, and about eighty private soldiers, with all 
the other inferior officers.” The rest of the royalists then marched up, and cleared 
the entire street, with the adjacent houses, of the parliament soldiers, which gave so 
great an alarm to all their leaguer, that they immediately rallied together all the foot 
and horse on that side of the river, and marched down the hill from behind the east 
windmill, to the top of another hill, (near St Anne’s,) in a very full and ordesly body, 
leaving only their colours and pikes, with a reserve, behind the windmill.” The 
royalists having gained also the top of this hill, again charged, and forced them to a 
disorderly retreat. The royal party now attacked the reserve and colours left on the 
second hill, behind the windmill, and drove them also away ; whei^lhe parliamentarians, 
having divided their horse into three squadrons, with* one made a stand, while the 
other two wheeled up and down, rallying the in&ntry, who formed behind a very thick 
hedge. The main body of the royalists hckl by this .time begun their return to the 
town ; but a party of their infiuitry continued advancing, till *they gained an old thin 
hedge opposite that behind which the enemy were posted. Here they renewed their 
fire, while a body of the parliament’s hotse hovered about, as if irresolute whether or 
not to attack them. Unfortunately, an exclamation from one of the royalists for more 
ammunition being heard by tlm ca^ry, they judged them all to be deficient, and made 
a furious charge through the hedge, and eitlier killed or captured nearly the whole 
party. On this, the main body freed about, as the parliamentarians agpin advanced, 
and received their charge with such an undaunted retort, th^ they forced them once 
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" order." In diia acdcni, thus hardy maintidned, the royalists, (as maf lM*aapposed,) 
suffered rather coninderahle loss | and, in the heat of die %ht, Sir>Qewgc Iddej.'MMi 
made prisoner, but was immediately rescued. The night fidlowii^, the bes io geas 
recovered all the ground they had lost in the actiim of the previous day, and b^psn to 
fire the houses on the west side of the river, and succeeded in destroying most of-the 
windmills ; but the royalists formed a number of millstones, which they had fiwnd in 
the Hithe, into horse-mills, and thus prevented the inconvenience which' l>Bvw 
resulted from this circumstance. 

Oiscon- The greater part of the inhabitants of the town, all this time, frtvouibd the 
tawDsmen.” besiegers ; and the mayor, by neglecdng to make mills, and fiimish the common people 
with provimons, hoped to make them, from hunger, the readier to assist the assulants. 
The royalists, commiserating the, condition of the townsmen, and at the same time 
wishing to attach them to their own cause, made up the deficiency of provisions which 
resulted from this conduct, out of their own stores; and, on the twelfth of July, 
a declaration was composed and dispersed as much as possible amongst the enemy’s 
forces, inviting them to join in their cause, ofiering them the immediate payment of all 
arrears in their pay. On the fifteenth of July, Fairfax sent often of ‘'honourable 
conditions” to the common soldien, if tiiey would surrender, or quit the service; 
to which, the lords Normch and Capel, and Sir Charies Lucas, rdfhmed an answer,— 
“ That it was not honouraNe, nor agreeable to the usage of war, to ofi^ conditions 
separately to the soldien, exclusive of their ofiicen:” and they accompanied this 
remonstrance with a civil intimation, that, if his lordship sent any more such proposals, 
he must not take it ill, should they hang the messenger. In the evening of the same 
day, it was resolved that all the volunteen, vtith the greater part of tl,e horse, diould 
attempt to break through the enemy, and proceed by Nayland-bridge into Suftblk, and 
afterwards to join the fqrces which they were secretly informed were advancing to 
their assistance froiii.the north, under Sir Marmaduke Langdale. By this measure 
tljey hoped that the garrison left behind would be able to'hold out the longer, as the 
stores were now mu^h exhausted, and that they would be able to bring speedy succour. 

The royal- Those who were to take part in this entelprise asilbmbled at a late hour in the Castle* 
yard, with a party of foot, and some pioneers, the former to assist’ in forcing the 
enem/s line, the latter in opening the hedges and levelling tiie banks finr the passage 
of the cavalry.* They marched by the Midfile-mill, vHiere they crossed the stream, 
find came within reach of the enemy’f sentinels without being discovered ; but, on a 
sudden, the “guides and pioneers, who»were for tlfe mMt part townsmen, agreeably 
to a plotted combination amongst them, ran away immediately, the n^ht bdng dark.” 
This led to >a general retreat, and the enemy, being now akrmed, attempted to 
pursue ; but, by nusUdte, took a^ wroAg Erection, while the party, without loss. 
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returned into the town. The parliamentarians then burnt all the houses without the c h a P. 
bridge ; and a battery being afterwards erected at the ford by the Middle-mill^ all idea — 
of escaping in this manner was abandoned. Having now drawn their line very near 
Lord Lucas’s seat, on St. John’s Green, the besiegers brought up two guns, under the 
shelter of an old wall and some buildings, (probably the existing garden-wall, and 
remains of the outbuildings of the ancient monastery,) and battered it. They threw 
down one side of the gate-house, and, by the firing of several grenades, many of the 
guard within were bWied in the stones and dust; while the rest, after fighting hard, 
contrived to escape, some through the wicket of the gate, others out of the windows, 
or by the breaches in the walls. 

The increasing want of provisions in the town now rendered it necessary to 
kill the horses of the garrison ; and on the 26th the enemy began to batter the walls 
from St. Mary’s to the north gate, but they were driven from their posts by a 
party who sallied from the town. By the 2d of August* provisions *had become Dearth oi 
excessively scarce, and for those cavalry horses which were left they had the greatest 
difficulty in obtaining sustenance, many of the garrison being from time to time killed 
in their attempts to procure grass. The people of the town began to be very trouble- 
some to the soldiers; and on the 7th, the mayor and aldermen, with the permission 
of the royalists, petitioned Fairfax to allow the inhabitants to leave the town, but 
their petition was rejected, and the parliamentarian forces were ordered to •fire on such 
as might endeavour to escape. In this state of things, the besiegers attempted, 
by circulating false reports and offers of indemnity amongst the garrison by every 
means possible, to excite them to mutiny, but without success. On the 20th, 

Fairfax sent what he termed his last oilers of mercy, which were immediately rejected. 

The condition of the besieged was becoming every day more miserable, yet the 
garrison were determined to hold out to the last. On the 21st it was found that 
tliere was not sufficient ammunition left to maintain a two hours* fight, in case the 
enemy should attempt to storm the place, and not bread sufficient^ to last the army 
two or three days, and verydew horses left. On the 24th, by means of a kite, the 
enemy conveyed into the town a book, containing the relation of a great victory 
over the Scots, and their general rout ; and^ shortly after, fired a general volley 
throughout their lines, which induced the besieged to suppose .that they intended an 
attack upon the town, and they accordingly prepared to defend themselves. On the 
following day, the 25th of August, fimbng that they were disappognted in their 
hopes of an attack, they resolved, if possible, to provoke the enemy to advance, ^d 
thereupon sent word to Fairfax, that; “since h^ denied to treat upon any conditions The royal- 
that were honourable, notwithstanding that their actions and demeanours in the \engc tiie 
service had been nothing but what became honour and fidelity, if he were pleased 
to make an attempt of attacking them, he should not need to spring any*mine, as he 
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b6ok II. boasted he had already done.: but that any gate of the town he might mali^ choice of 
should be set open^ and his entrance disputed afterwards.’* This proposal produced 
no effect, and, in a council of war, the royalists determined to make an attempt 
of forcing their way through the enemy ; but from want of unity in themselves, ;they 
were obliged to lay aside the design, and finally to treat for terms of surrender. 
Surrender Coloncl Tuke was chosen to conduct the negotiation, and proceeded to the enemy’s 
ofthetoun. Saturday, the 26 th, with orders to obtain and accept the best terms 

he could ; which were, that the inferior officers and common Soldiers should have 
fair quarter ; that the lords, general officers, captains, &c. should be rendered up 
to mercy, and that the cofnmittcc-men should be immediately released ; and that the 
town should be secure from plunder. The day following, these articles were 
confirmed and signed by both parties. And thus, after a defence of seventy-six days, 
the- town was surrendered, the ammunition of the garrison being found to be reduced 
to a barrel and a half of powder.* 

During the negotiations two queries were proposed by the besiegers, relating to the 
sense which was intended to be given to the terms, ‘‘ fair quarter,” and rendering to 
mercy,” and, from the answers, it was understood, that the soldiers should be 
free from any danger, but that the higher officers should some of them suffer, accord- 
ing to the judgment of the parliament, or of the private council to be held by 
Fairfax on gaining possession of the town.f A council of wa#was accordingly held 

* The following is a list of the garrison at the time of surrender: Noblemen and Gentlemen: 
George Lord Goring^ earl of Norwich ; Arthur, I*ord Capcl ; Henry Hastings, Lord Loughborough ; Sir 
Charles Lucas, Sir George Lisle, Sir William Compton, Sir Bernard Gascoigne, Sir Abraham Shipman, Sir 
John Watts, Sir Lodowick Dyer, Sir Henry Aplcton, Sir Dennis Strutt, Sir Hugh Oriley, Sir Bichard 
Mauly v^rer, (who escaped, but was retaken.) — Qmrter-Mtister General ; Matthew Carter, — CoIgneU : Gil- 
hurne, Fnrre, <who escaped, but was retaken,) Hammond, Chester, Till, Heath, Ti^Jce, Aylofie, Sawyer. — 
Lieut- Colonels : Culpepper, Lancaster, Gough, Powell, Ashton, Baggley, Wiseman, b. ith. — Majors: Ascot, 
Smith,. Armestrong, W’’arde, Baylcy, Rcade, Scarrow, Blyncott, Geniiings. — Captains: Wicks, Pits, Buly, 
Burdgo, Bartrope, Lynsey, Myldmay, Osbodston, Estwick, Lovell, Cooper, Blunt, Snclgrave, Dynors, Dussen, 
Ward, Bushey, Payne,^ H(?mdr, Smith, Kennington, Heath, Bawaon, Bayley, Stephens, Gennings, Lodge, 
Lynne. — Captaim» Lieut Atanl : Canin|fc, White. — Marshal- General : Edward Good 3 X*are. — Commissary-General: 
Trouley, — Master of the Ordnance: FraiicisLovclcs.se. — Waggon-master (>meral : Gravisden. (All the fore- 
going were ‘ rendered to vnMXey*) -Lieutenants : 72, — Ensigns and Comets : Cll. — Sergeants: 18.3. — Servants to 
the Noblemen and Gentlemen : 65, — Private Soldiers : 3067, ^Account published by John Wright, Septem- 
ber 2, 1648.) 

f The following is a copy of these queries and their answers ; — 

^ ^ HeWt August 26, ms, 

** Queries propounded by the Commissioners from Cplcliestcr, to the Commissioners of his Excellency the 
Lord Fairfax, upon the Conditions sent into the Townc. 

• “1. What is meant by faire quarter ? — 2. ^hat by rendring to mercy? Answer. To the first: Byfaire 

quarter we understand, that with quarter for their lives they Shall be free from wounding or beating ; shall 
eidoy warmc clothes to cover them and keep them warmc ; shall bd* maintained with victuals fit for prisoners 
while they shall he kept prisoners. To the 2nd : By rendring to mercy, we understand, that they be ren- 
dered, or renter themselves to the I^ord Generali, or whom he shall appoint, without certain assurance of 
quarter, so as the Lord Generali may be free to put some immediately to the sword (if he see cause), although 
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at the Moothally before which were summoned Sir Charles Lucas, Sir George Lisle, 
Sir Bernard Gascoigne, and Colonel Farre. Farrehad escaped, but the other three, 
who were confined with their friends at the King’s Head inn, proceeded to the 
council, where they were informed, that, after so long and obstinate a defence, 
it was highly necessary for the example of others, and that the peace of the kingdom 
might be no more disturbed, that some military justice should be executed ; and 
the council* had therefore determined that they. Sir Charles Lucas, Sir George Lisle, 
and Sir Bernard Gascoigne, should be presently shot to death,” They were then 
placed in confinement in the castle. Ireton soon afterwards came to them, and bade 
them prepare for death, as ** the sentence which had been passed was to be executed 
upon them directly.” Sir Charles Lucas desire^ to be allowed till the next morning 
to settle his affairs in this world, and to prepare for another ; but his request was 
refused. Sir George Lisle, also, desired a little respite, that he might write to 
his father and motlicr; he was, also, obliged to submit in silence to his fate. About 
seven o’clock in the evening they were all three conducted to the place of execution, 
a green spot of gi*ound on the north side of the castle, a few paces from the wall,” 
where they were received by Colonels Ireton, Rainsborowe, and Whaley, with three 
files of musketeers. Sir Bernard Gascoigne was here granted a reprieve, as being 
a foreigner.* Sir Charles Lucas was then brought forwards, and said : I have 
often looked death in the face in the field of battle, and you shall now see I dare die.” 
He fell on his knees for a tew minutes, and then rising up, with a cheerful coun- 
tenance, bared his breast, and called out to his executioners, ‘‘ See, I am ready for 
you, and now, rebels, do your worst ! ” At these words they fired ; and the balls 
piercing him in four several places, he fell, and expired. Sir George Lisle was then 
brought to the spot where lay the bleeding body of his friend. After having kissed 
the corpse, he took from his pocket five pieces of gold, being what money he 

his Excellency intends chiefly, and for the generality of those iindeij that condition, to surrender them to the 
mercy of the parliament and Generali. There hath been large experience, neithyrflifith his Excellency given 
cause to doubt of his civility to sugh as he shall retaiue prisoners, alikougli by their being reiulred to mercy, 
he stands not engaged thereby.” • 

* “ Sir Bernard Gascoigne,” says Matthew Carter, “ was a gentleman of Flore^icc ; and had served the 
king in the war, and afterwards remained iS London #11 the unhaypy adventure of Colchester, and then 
accompanied his friends thither; and being brought to the place of execution^ had only English enough to 
make himself understood that he desired a pen, ink, and paper, that ho might write a letter to Ips prince, 
the Great Duke, that his Highness might know in what inmuier he lost his life, to the end his heits might 
possess his estate. The oflicer that attended the execution thought fit to acquaint the general and ccyincil, 
without which he durst not allow him pen and ink, which he thought he might reasonably demand. When 
they were inforihcd of it, they thought it a matter worthy scAie consideration: they had chosen him out of the 
list for his quality, conceiving him to be an English gentk*man ; and preferred him for being a knight, that 
they might sacrifice three of that rank. After a consultation held, Sir Bernard was offered to be brought 
back, and kept with the prisoners ; most of the council of war being of opinion, that if they took away the 
life of a foreigner, who seemed to be a person of quality, their friends or children, who ^oiUd visit Italy, 
might pay dear for many generations.” 
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BOOK II. had about hinii and gave one to be distributed amongst his executioners^ and the 
other four to a’ person standing near him, who had some years before been his servant, 
desiring him to deliver them to his friends in London, as his last legacy.^ After 
having addressed a few words to the spectators, he looked at the file of soldiers, 
desired them to approach nearer to him, on which one of them answered, “ I’ll 
warrant •you. Sir, we’ll hit you.” Sir George, smiling, replied, “ I have been nearer 
yoii, friends, when you have missed me.” He then knelt for some minutes, to pray, 
and rose up, and said, “ I am now ready ; traitors, do your worst ! ” They immediately 
fired, and he fell. The bodies were conveyed to a vault belonging to the Lucas 
family, in the church of St. Giles, at Colcheste:..* 

The town of Colchester, after its /lurrender, was treated with severity, for Fairfax 
imposed upon it a fine of 14,000/. of which, however, 2,000/. were remitted. The town 
itself was much damageld during t(|e siege ; many houses were destroyed, and with 
them, the magnificent church of St. Botolph. The walls, where they had not 
been destroyed during the siege, were ordered to be pulled down, upon the sur- 
render.f When Evelyn visited Colchester, on the 8th of July, 1666, he describes 
it as a faire towne, but now wretchedly demolished by the late siege, especially the 

* Tlic severity of Fairfax, in this transactioni has been generally censured. The nature of the present 
work will not allcfw any long examination of his conduct, and we have been contented to state facts. The 
following is the vindication which he gives for himself in his memorial : — 

** It is fit for me in this place to say something for my own vindication about my Lord Capel, Sir Charles 
Lucas, and Sir George Lisle, who were prisoners at mercy upon the rendering of Colchester, seeing some have 
questioned the just performance of those articles. 

** 1 laid siege to the town, and made several assaults ; but finding their forces within much more nuine> 
rous than those I had without, I was forced to take another course in blocking them up, and, by cutting off all 
supplies, to bring'them to a surrender ; which, after four months’ close siege, they were compelled to, and that 
upon mercy, being, in number, three or four thousand men ; and delivering upon nierc> is to be understood 
that some arc to suffer, the rest to go free. 

Immediately after our entrance into flic town, a council of war was called, and those forenamed persons 
were sentenced to die, tip; rpt to be acquitted. 

This being so rcsolve<( I thought Qt, notwithstanding, to transmit the ^ord Capcl, the Lord Norwich, &c. 
oT^er to the parliament, being the civil judicature of the kingdom ; consisting then both of lords and com- 
mons, and so most proper judges in their case, who were considerable for estates and families. But Sir 
Charles Lucas and Sir George Lisle, being mere sokliers of fortune, and falling into our hands by chance of 
war, were executed; and in diis I di& nothing but according to my commission, and the trust reposed 
in me. 

** But^it may be objected, I went into tlie court during the trial : to which I answer, it was at the earnest 
request of my Lord Capel’s friends, who desired me to nxplairi there what was meant by surrendering to 
mercy ; otherwise 1 had not gone, being always unsatisfied with these courts. 

' " For this I need say no more, seeing I may as well be questioned for the articles of Bristol, Oxford, 
Exeter, or any other action in the war as this.”— Tracts **Voh V. p. S96. 

t The number of houses destroyed in each parish was as follows;* In that of St. Mary at the Walls, fifty- 
one burnt and ruined; in that of the Holy Trinity, thirty- two burnt and ruined; in St. Martin's, five pulled 
down; in St. James's, twenty-eight burnt; in St Giles's, seventeen burnt; in St Botolph's, fifty-three 
burnt and ruined. 



BOROUGH OF COLCHESTER. 


suburbs, which were all burnt, but were then repairing. For the rest, this is a ragged 
and factious towne, now swarming with sectaries.” 

In the August of 1655, the plague, then raging in London, made its appearance in 
this place, and, between that time and the December of the year following, it destroyed 
four thousand seven hundred and thirty-one persons. A new charter, dated August 8, 
1663, was given by Charles Uie Second, which was nearly a counterpart of that 
of Charles the First; and as a second was given in the same reign, giving to the 
crown a power to remove the officers of the corporation by an order of privy council, 
James, his successor, confirmed their charter. On the accession of William and 
Mary, in 1698, this first charter of Charles the First, with all the privileges then 
possessed by the town, was restored and reneif^ed. This charter was again renewed, 
with very slight alterations, by George the Third, on the 9th of September, 1763, 
and again in the fifty^-eighth year of the same reign, by reason that ^'divers differences 
having arisen within the town and corporation, and informations in nature of quo 
warranto having been prosecuted in the Court of King’s Bench, and judgments 
of ouster obtained against several members of the said corporation,” the said corpora- 
tion was become ^Mncapable of exercising their liberties and franchises.” The new 
i*eguIations in this charter chiefly related to the office of recorder.* 

Antiquities found at Colchester. — Colchester, as we gather from Marianus Scotus,f 
was celebrated centuries ago for the vast quantity of antiquities that wete discovered in 
it ; but it is only in modern times that any care has been taken to preserve these valuable 
remains of former ages. All the older buildings of the town are constructed, in great 
part, of Roman bricks and tiles, materials which had been taken from more ancient 
buildings that were of Roman workmanship. These bricks are distinguished by their 
extraordinary hardness, and are generally, when perfect, eighteen inchetf long, by eleven 
broad, and two thick. The tiles are, also,^ much more substantial than tiles of modern 
make. Large abundance of pottery has been found at various times, much of which is 
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* Besides its chartered privileges, Colchester possesses several byq>rescription and custom. 

1. To be a hundred or liberty of itself: a hundred-court used anciently to be held, as also a law hundred - 

court, which in time gave place to the quarterly sessions of the peace. ^ 

2. A femmc-couvert may convey her esfkte, within^this town, ^y deed, (being first solely and secretly 
examined before the mayor, and declaring her consent,) without paying a fine, 

i1. A free burgess could not only bequeath by will what he had purchased, but this town had anciently the 
probate and enrolling of wills. The probate of wills began to cease about 15-50 or 1560. • 

4. The last important privilege pertaining to*the free burgesses, is that of commoming in certain lands 
round the walls, from Lammas-day, or August 1, until the 2d of February. These lands are called half-year 
land, and once comprised upwards of one ^thousand acres^ but large portions of them have been sold by ftie 
corporation. ^ • 

f He describes Colchester os — Civitas inter cminentissimas numeranda, si non vetustas, conflagrationes, 
eluviones, denique piratarum inimissiones, variaeque casuum affiictationes, omnia civitatis memoralia dele- 
vissent — Conjicitur etiam ex his, quae de terra fossores eruerunt, tarn ferrum quam lapides, tani sera signata 
quam srdificia sub terra inventa." 
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BOOK II. the fine glazed and red ware which has been so much admired by antiquaries; as 
well as abundance of household utensils, and other instruments and ornaments, such 
as vases, urns, rings, intaglios, writing styles, &c. A remarkable sepulchral u^n was 
dug up in the time of Morant. It was made of a coarse light clay, and held twenty 
gallons. Within was an urn of black earth, holding about two gallons, and containing 
ashes, which appeared to be those of a Roman lady, as two bottles of clay for 
incense, two clay lamps, a metal vessel for ointment, and a speculum, or looking- 
glass, of polished metal, were found with them. The same writer has given an 
engraving of a small brass Mercury found in Colchester. Another image of Mercury, 
about three inches high, witli a purse in one hand, and a caduceus in the other, was 
found in 1791 ; and another was fougd in the garden of F. Smythies, Esq. Many 
antiquities were discovered on the site of the hospital, of which a detailed account 
was given in a pamphlet written by !^Ir. Hay, and published at Colchester, in 1821.* 
In digging the earth for the foundation, the workmen found the figure of a sphinx, in 
'I'licsiihiiix. freestone, at the depth of two feet from the surface, and near it a considerable 
fragment of the tibia of the right leg of a man. Contiguous to this place, it has been 
ascertained, was one of the public burial places of the Roman colonists; and only 
a few days before the discovery of the sphinx, was found part of a sepulchral inscrip- 
tion, in the same place, as well as various fi’agments of Roman pottery, some of them 
funereal urns. ‘The sphinx is represented sitting over the mangled remains of a human 
victim, her features conveying the expression of calm and contemptuous satiety. The 
dimensions of this monument are ; length of the base, twenty-five and a-half inches ; 
medium breadth , ten inches ; height from the base to the top of its head, twenty-five 
inches. Its arms terminate at the wrists in paws. Mr. Hay conjectures that a 
temple stood on the place where this monument was found, and thinks it not im- 
probable that here stood that very temple which was said to have been dedicated 

Camulo Deo Sancto et Fortissimo, and considered to have been raised in honour of 

« * 

^ the Emperor Claudiu^V- My supposition may perhaps receive some support from the 
circumstance of this temple being the only edifice in Colchester, of that description, of 
which any mention has descended to us : and from the striking peculiarities of the 
spot, whether its elevated situatipn be considered, (Jr its neighbourhood to the grand 
military way, and the pl'esentation of its hallowed fane to all those in intercourse 
betweeivthe great camp of Lexden and this metropolis of the Trinobantes.” Under- 
neath the base is'engraved a large Roman S. *In the summer of 1820, a small bronze 
sphinx was found a few yards from the^place where the stone figure lay, which has 
both the hind and fore legs of a lion. The only antiquity of any importance found, 
of late years, at Colcliester is a large amphora, found in 1823, at Lexden, on the 


A Letter to the Comuiiltee of the Essex and Colchester Hospital, by £. W. A. Hay, A. B. 
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estate of J6hn Mills^ Esq. Morant mentions a small image of Venus» discovered 
in a gravel-pit near the town, in 1789. 

Morant mentions no less than eight tesselated pavements which had been discovered 
in this town. ** There is one in the church-yard of St. Mary’s at the Walls, of which 
pieces arc frequently discovered, when graves are dug in a quite fresh place. It 
seems to have been a very large one, or rather more than one pavement ; for the 
pieces dii&overcd are at a considerable distance from each other. There is moreover 
one in . the cherry-garden, belonging to the rector of St. Mary’s, on the north side of 
the parsonage ; not many yards from the other. There is also one in Berry-field, in 
St. James’s parish, of which part was discovered by George Wegg, Esq. The 
tesserae were red, intermixed with many white ones, disposed in a star-like form. 
One was found at the Queen’s Head inn, in the IJigh-street, when a stable was pulled 
down, which was supposed to be an old Roman building. Another was found on the 
south side of the Red Lion inn, when part of it was converted into an iron warehouse. 
A great quantity of the pieces were preserved, and set in an arbour in one of the 
gardens belonging to that inn. Another was discovered just below the Castle-hills. 
When Dr. Daniell’s house was rebuilding, one was found by the workrten. Finally, 
in the beginning of this year, (1748), one was discovered in the garden of Mr. Peter 
Crefieild, in the parish of H. Trinity. In the earth which was flung up, there 
was the bottom, and other fragments, of a fine figured urn of red earth ; upon one of 
which fragments was represented the head of J upiter.” Another pavement has been 
more recently discovered on part of the site of the present market-place. 

It is a rather singular circumstance that scarcely any sepulchral inscriptions have 
been discovered at Colchester, although it was a principal settlement ^of the Romans 
in Britain. It has been intimated that a chief cause might be the dearth of 
stone in this part of the island, but perhaps we may rather attribute it to accidental 
circumstances. Mr. Ashby, in an article on a coin* of Nerva, found at Colchester, in 
the third jolume of the Archmologia, published in ^1772, ihentions an inscription 
found at this place, only six or seven years ago,” which was in tlie possessiou of 
Mr. Gray, and which, he says, was very difficult to be uiideratood. A fragment of 
a sepulchral inscription has been feund, ancl is placed beside the sphinx in the hos- 
pital, on which may be traced the following words : 

VIVIT 

•aE • BIS 

BIS • T • LL 

...... LKG III* AV 

...... EG XX ^AL • V 

DVS • NICAE 

A . M..LITAVE 

IXIT ' ANN 

K11IT..V ...... 
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In the second ]ine the T is not very distinct in the original. Another fragment, in 
the possession of Mr. Hay^Jbears the following words : 

D M 

VMVLO • TEC 

RABBIS • IVVE 

CVNCT • MVC 

ERVNT 

N 

The last letter in the second line is damaged in the stone, and may have been an 
O. In the T of the fourth line the vertical line rises considerably above the horizon- 
tal line which crosses it. 

No antiquities are found so frequerftly, and in such great abundance, as coins and 
medals. Of these, the most curious are the British coins of Cunobeline, which gene- 
rally bear an inscription — cam. or Ijamv., showing the place of their mintage, and 
affording a convincing argument of the identity of Colchester with the ancient Camu- 
lodunum.^ A number of gold coins were discovered at Mark’s Tey in 1807, of 
which only one has any letters remaining, which are supposed by some to l)e British, 
and by others Gallic. 

Roman coins are frequently discovered, mostly imperial, and some of them ex- 
tremely scarcci^ and even unique, as that of Nerva, described by Mr. Ashby, in the 
third volume of the Archa^ologia. The consular silver coins that have been found, 
belong chiefly to the Julian, Marcian, and Nsevian families, and to the families of 


* Plates of these coins may l)e seen in Morant, in Gough’s Camden, and in Pegge's Essay on the Coins of 
Cunobelincw The following is a list of some of the principal varieties. 

1. A gold coin ^f Cunobeline, very small and thin. On one side it represents an ear of corn, with tho 
letters AM on the left side, and CV on the right: reverse, a horse gfilloping, will, something like the 
branch of a tree above it This was found by a labouring man in 1820. 

2. A gold coin, still smaller, and found with the above, without inscription ; it represents obscure and 

unknown figures. ^ • 

.3. A gold coin, found at Mark’s Toy, about five i.iiles from Colchester, near the London-ro|^, in 1807. A 
considerable number were discovered, and several are in the possession of iV.r. Patmore, Mr. Alderman Abell, 
anJ others. Many have on the obverse something like a star-iish ; on the reverse, a horse galloping, with 
crescents, wheels, or stars. • « 

4. A fine old coin, in Mr. Patmore's collection, has on the obverse a horse and a wheel below; on the reverse, 
four compartments with unintelligible ornaments. 

5. A small copper coin of Cunobeline, having on the obverse, cvno within a wreath u|H>n a label ; on the 
reverse, a horse galloping, and below it, camv. Purchased from a gardener in Colchester, in 1808, by the 
Rev. Mr. Mustard. 

«6. A copper coin of Cunobeline, which accompanied the foregoing, has on the obverse a griffin sitting; on 
the reverse, a victory, with cvno. « 

7. A copper coin of Cunobeline, in the posse&ion of Mr. Williani Keymer, has on the obverse camvlo- 

DVNO ; on the reverse, a winged horse, and underneath, cvno. Found in 1796, in a field near the old water- 
works. ^ 

8. A coin, given by Pegge, bears on one side a head, with the legend, cvno ; on the reverse, a sphinx, 
legend, TACio. Morant mentfbns two variet^s of copper coins of Cunobeline bearing a tphinx. 
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Cordia, Egnatuleia, &c. Th^ imperial silver bear the names of Augustusi Tiberius, 
Nero, Galba, Vespasian, Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Hadri^, Faustina,* Lucilla, Julia 
Donna, Julia Sabina, the Antonini, &c. Of the large brass coins, those of Trajan 
and Hadrian, with those of the Antonini and the Faustinas are the most common. 
The middle brass are those of New Vespasian, Trajan, the Antonini, &c. Of the 
small brass, those in the finest condition are those of Constantine the Great, Helena, 
Delmatius, and Fausta. Coins have been found of almost every emperor down to 
Honorius.* 


SURVEY OF THE TOWN. 

The wall which enclosed the town is in man^ places very entire; it is composed 
of stone,f mixed with a very large proportion of Roman bricks of extraordinary hard- 
ness, which, from’ their broken appearance, seem to have been derived from the ruins 
of some more ancient foundation. The cement is exceedingly hard and tenacious, 
but is much afiected by frosts and thaws, preceded by heiwy rains. Where the wall 
remains perfect, it is faced either with Roman bricks or square stones, its thickness 
being generally seven or eight feet, but at the gates and posterns much thicker.}: 
The original form of the wall is believed to have been a parallelogram ; yet, at 
present, it appears to be a trapezium, the longest sides of which are those of the 
north and south. The north side measures one thousand and thirty-three yards; the 
south side nine hundred and forty ; the east end six hundred and five ; and the west 
end five hundred and fifteen yards, — the whole circumference being three thousand 
and ninety-three yards, one foot and a half; very little more than a fliile and three 
quarters. 

• There is yet one object to notice among Colchester antiquities, which deserves notice only because it has 
been a subject of some dispute among the learned, — ^the ancient date (1090) in figures, which formerly 

stood on the north side of a hojse in the High-street, almost opposite to the Mote-hall. The back, or 
southern part of this house was built of a mixture of Roman brick and stone, with arched passages, and, 
according to tradition, was the residence of Kudo Dapifer. It has been agreed /liat the Arabic numerals 
were not used in Europe before 1250 or 1300, and thisedate has been produced as an argument to the con- 
trary opinion ; but as the first cipher is defaced at the bottom, it has been conjectured that it was intended 
originally for a 4, the old form of which was something like Rut Moraut's seems the more rational 
opinion, ** that this date was either set down by the carpenter from tradition, or taken from some fticicntcr 
date, undoubtedly in Roman numerals, which stoodsupon the old stone house (as it is called inr some waitings 
in my possession), wlien it was new fronted with timber in the 14th or 15th century." ^ 

f This stone is of the kind called septaria, compoundediof a species of marie or clay, with a mixture of 
iron and spar : it was formerly found in great abundance lOn the Essex coast, but much of it has been col- 
lected for the manufacture of Parker’s cement, and for otlier purposes. 

X The Roman wall in Cumberland and Northumberland is between seven and eight feet thick; that is, a 
Roman pace and a half . — Britannia Romanat p. 122. Bede says it was eight feet broad, anf) twelve higlu — 
Ecc, HUL lib. i. c. 12. 
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Colchester is known to have been a Roman station, and believed to have been sur-' 
rounded by a wall at that time : of this, however, there is no certain evidence ; but 
authentic history informs us that long before the Norman period, in the year 9S1, 
King Edward the Elder repaired the walls of Colchester, the same year in which he 
took this town from the Danes. Being the chief defence and security of the place, 
great care was formerly. taken to preserve these walls from injury or destruction, par- 
ticularly during the reign of King Richard the Second, of which many notices are 
found in the records of the , town, where it is stated that the bailifisf and commonalty 
were daily repairing the stone walls and that king, in the sixth, twelfth, and 
seventeenth of his reign, exempted the burgesses of Colchester from the charge 
of sending representatives to parliament for three years, on account of the great 
expense they were at iii repairing the wall with lime and stone for the safety of the 
town against all invaders. The saipe king, in 1394, authorized a grant of two mes- 
suages, and the advowson of the Hospital of the Holy Cross, as an assistance to all 
future repairs ; on the same accoimt, in 1403, exemption from sending members to 
parliament for six years, was granted to the burgesses by King Henry the Fourth ; 
and the same exemption was granted in the year 14SI, by King Henry the Fifth; 
and undoubtedly these bulwarks of the town were kept in repair till the destructive 
siege of 1648, which reduced the wall of Colchester to nearly its present state. In 
this wall there were four gates : Head-gate, in the records Heved or Haved-gate, in 
Latin, porta capitaUs; North-gate; East-gate; and St. Botolph’s-gate, anciently 
called South-gate. There were also three posterns ; the West-postern, in St. Mary’s 
church-yard ; Schere-gate, or South-postern ; Rye-gate, more properly Rhee, or Rea- 
gate, that is. River-gate ; it was also called North and King’s Sherde. 

Colchester is approached from the west by Crouch-street, which joins the London- 
road ; and this street pcosses in a line with the south side of the town wall from the 
south-west corner, where Balkerae-lane terminates ; from this place the course of 
the wall may be traced behind the houses, till we come to where Head-gate formerly 
stood, and, proceeding in an eastern direction, enter Guttor-street, where portions of 
the wall continue visible till we pass the place where South-sherdc or postern used to 
stand: here there is now an assent by steps, beneath the houses, to the upper street, 
nearly facing Trinity oi* Scheregate-street. We now proceed along Black-boy-lane, 
and may perceive the remains of the wall in many places, till we reach the com- 
mencement of ^Botolph-street. St Botolph’s-gate stood here, and was the last 
remaining gate, only finally destroyed, ^or taken away about ten or twelve years ago. 
The ruins of the abbey, from which, this gate ^nd street were named, form a 
picturesque object on the right, as we proceed along ^lore-lane. Here the wall is 


Chronic. Saxon, ad. an. 921, p. 108, 109. 
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seen to form boundaries of gardens ; and the remmns of bastions or small round forts chap. 
appear^ especially that which forms the south-east angle of the wall! . As the wall 
continues^ it encloses garden-grounds, and part of St James’s church-yard, till we 
arrive at the place where East-gate formerly stood, some parts of which are said to 
have remained till the year 1675. After crossing the top of East-hill we enter a lane, 
which is in the direction of the course of the wall, which is here hidden from our 
view by the intervention of grounds belon^ng to the Rev. J. Savill, whose elegant 
stuccoed mansiod, with its Doric portico, fronts the street we have just left. Turning 
from this lane into the meadows that lie north of the town, we again reach the wall, 
at its north-east angle, from which place it lies open to the country, forming a 
prominent object in various interesting views, and constituting the boundary of shrub- 
beries, orchards, and garden-grounds ; and opposite this part of the wall, in our way 
to the castle, the fosse remains entire, deep, bro%&, and overgrown with grass. The 
country from this e'levation presents an interesting prospect of richly cultivated 
grounds, and the river pursuing its course through the valley. The fosse, on this 
north side of the wall, is discontinued, where low grounds commence, which may 
reasonably be believed to have anciently formed a morass, extending to the river, and 
in this part would render a fosse unnecessary : here we pass over the wall, and along 
grounds nearly on a level with the top of it, and opposite to the castle, which is indis- 
tinctly seen behind a fine double row of tall trees, occupying the higlt rampart in its 
immediate vicinity, and formerly belonging to it. 

The next place which occurs, is where the postern called Rye-gate or Rea-gate 
formerly stood, which was an outlet leading to the river. This gate was taken down 
in 16G9. The wall, as we proceed, supports the fronts of several houses, and forms 
the foundatio]\ of a low modern wall, enclosing little gardens fronting small habita- 
tions, and continues the basement of the walla of modern buildings, or of fences, till 
we reach the site of North-gate. Here the gate, and part of the wall and houses 
were removed in the year 1823, by which a great improv^yuent was made, the 
passage having been*previ#usly narrow and inconveniefit. 

From the bottom of North-hill, passing along Balkerne or Balkon-lane, we gain 
the north-west angle or curve of the wall, which encloses gardens, and orchards, and 
other grounds ; and here the lane begins to ascend, taking a parallel direction with 
the western line, and very evidently occupying the ditch that, on this as ^n the 
northern side, added to the strength oft the fortress. The ascent is* steep, and the 
road throughout is along the hollow of the excavation, whose high banks are thrown 
against its opposite sides, lying ag&inst the b^e of the wall on the one hand, while 
gardens and cottages occupy t&e other side of the lane as it ascends, till we arrive at 
the ruins of a fort, called the Balkon, or chief bastion, from which the l|me is named. 

The great proportion of Roman bricks in these ruins, renders it probable that 
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they stand on the site of 41 more micicnt Roman fortress ; and the name they formerly 
bore of Colkynge’s Castle, or the Castle of King Coel, indicates that here there 
formerly stood a strong fort of that British tributary monarch. The fosse terminates 
here, and cottages are built against the wall till we arrive at tlie site of the old west 
postern, which led through St- Mary’s church-yard, and in the place of which stone 
steps were placed, when the church was rebuilt, something more than a century ago. 
The wall partly Incloses the burial ground, and passes along beyond the houses till 
it reaches the south-west angle, where our tour commenced. ^ 

Colchester, with its liberties, is divided into sixteen parishes : eight within* and 
four without the ancient walls ; and four within the liberties. When this parochial 
division was made, is not known; and we are also ignorant of the respective 
eras at which the churches were erected. Domesday record, however, proves 
that St. Peter’s church was in being before the Conquest; and the foundations 
of the rest (those attached to the religious houses excepted) m^ght with probability 
be referred to the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Most of them are built of 
Roman brick, mixed with the rubbish of more ancient buildings; and except 
St. Mary’s, and St. Peter’s, which have been re-edified and St. James’s, which 
is spacious and regular, the churches of Colchester are rather of an inferior 
description. 

ST. MARY AT THE WALLS. 

The church of St. Mary at the Walls, dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin, is 
called in records St.. Mary ad Murum^ or Muros^ to distinguish it from that 
belonging to the parish of St. Mary Magdalen; it stands within the south-west 
angle of the walls. Its situation is in the highest part of the town ; and {he parsonage- 
house, which stands very near the north side of the edifice, afibrds a line view of the 
surrounding country. The Rev. Philip Morant, the learned historian of Colchester 
and of Essex, was r^tor bf this parish; and rebuilt tlie west end of this mansion, 
which is said to have been beat down, or at least very much damaged, during 
thi siege, at which time the old church was nearly demolished, and remained in ruins 
till the year 1713, wHen, at the instance of the Ruir. Robert Middleton, then rector, 
and through the encouragement to the design given by Sir Isaac Rebow, Knt., and 
other principal inhabitants, it was determined to commence the repairs ; which not 
being found easily practicable, the church waa rebuilt as it now stands ; the expense, 
agiounting to about itoO/. being defrayed by brief, aided by a rate and benefimtions. 
The steeple was restored, rather than ^rebuilt; and in 1729, twelve feet oi[ brick 


* Parishes within the walls are those whose churches stand within the walls ; but most of them extend 
into the country. 
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work were added to the top, at the cost of more thanS34/. It is a plain building, chap. 
consisting of a nave and two side aisles, whose length is seventy feet,*exclusive of the 
break of the chancel, which is ten feet by fifteen : the east and west ends are each 
fifty feet wide on the outside ; the foundations are five feet deep ; and the height 
of the walls eighteen feet. There are nine regular windows, besides «mall circular 
ones in the roof. There is a gallery at the west end, which contains an organ. 

At the east end of the north aisle there is a marble monument, with a statue* Moimment. 
as large as life, hrected by Sir Isaac Rebow, to the memory of his father and mother, 

John Rebow, of Colchester, merchant, who died the.lSth of April, 1699, in the 
seventy-second year of his age ; and Sarah his wife, daughter of Francis Tayspill, of 
the said borough, merchant. Sir Isaac left in Jiis will, 20s. per annum, to the sexton 
of the parish, for keeping this monument clean. 

There is a marble tablet on the wall, at the ea^t end of -the south sgsle, which bears 
the following elegant Latin inscription, written by the celebrated Dr. Parr. 


Thomae Twinitigi A.M. 

Hujus Ecclesiae Rectori 
Viro in quo 

Doctrina inerat multiplex ct recondita 
Ingcniuin elegans et acutum 
Scribcndi genus non exile spinosumque 
Scd accuratuin et exquUitum 
1 II rebus quae ad rem criticam pertinent expUcandis 
Sermo sine aculeo ct maledictis facetus 
Et sapore psene proprio Athenarum imbutus 
Mansiietudo morum et comitas suis perjucunda 
Pietas erga Deum pura aUjue sinccra 
Siquidem hoAesta de natura cius opinione 
Stabilique in Cbristo Fide 
Potissinium nixa est 

Et cum summa in omnes homines benevolentia 
Nunquam non conjuncta 
Ricardua Twining Frata carissimo 
Nato 8 Calend. lanuar. Anno sacro 1735. 
Mortuo 8 Id. August. 1804. 

Condito Colccstriae in Scpulcreto Tem*!)!! 

Ad Milcnd siti 
H. M. P. C. 


TRANSLATION. 

To Thomas Twining, A.M. 

The Rector of this church; 

A man who was possessed of 
Multifarious and solid learning, 

An elegant and acute judgment ; 

Whose style of writing was hot meagre and rough, 
But accurate and polished : 

On all subjects which relate to criticism 
His conversation was facetious without being ill- 
natured or scurrilous : 

Imbued with «ll the elegance of A^ic wit : 
.Who was endeared to his friends by his elegance 
of manners and politeness : 

Whose piety towards God was pure and sincere, 
Inasmuch as it rested on an honest idea 
• of l^s nature, 

And a fifiA faith in Christ, 

And was accompanied ever with the greatest 
benevolence toward all men ; 

Who was born the 25!h of December, a.d. 1735, 

• and died 7th of August, 1804. 

Buried at Colchestibr, in the vault of the Church 
at Milend. 

His beloved brother erected this monument. 


This church-yard, surrounded by rows of ^hady lime trees, is much frequented, •as 
affording the most agreeable ]|iublic walk* in Colchester. Abundance of stately 
monuments are seen here, and less costly memorials mark the graves of humbler 
individuals. Among these, a plain head-stone bears the following elegant tribute 
of afiection; — 
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Here lies the body of Henrietta, the beloved wife of Oeorge Bennet, Comedian ; trho 
died January the l5th, 1823» aged forty-nine years. 

Fear no more the heat o'th sun 
Or the tedious winter blast ; 

Thou thy worldly work hast done, 

And the dream of life is past ! 

Monarchs, sages, peasants must 
Follow thee and come to dust.'' 

There was a chantty within the chapel of St. Thomas the Martyr, in the old 
church of St. Mary, and a small building on the south side of the parsonage-house 
belonged to it. It was the most considerable chantry in the town, and was founded 
in 1348, by Joseph Elianore, who had been several times baililf of Colchester. He 
dedicated it to God Almighty, thebleSsed Virgin Mary, and all the Saints; ordaining 
two chaplains to pray daily for his good estate as long as Ke lived, and, after 
his decease, for his soul, and for the souls of his father and mother, and of Philippa, 
John, Hubert, and Elias, and all his benefactors, and for the souls of all faithful per- 
sons departed this life. It was endowed with very ample possessions. 

The ancestors of Sir Isaac Rebow came from the Low Countries, and, settling 
at Colchester, entered into the bay trade, and became opulent merchants. Sir Isaac 
was knighted by King William the Third, in March, 1693, who was at that time a 
guest in his house in Head-street, in this parish; and he had the honour of 
entertaining the same monarch in the month of October following, as well as in the 
year 1700. Sir Isaac was one of the representatives of the borough in all the 
parliaments of William ; in the four first of those of Anne, and in the first of George 
the First. He was also high steward and recorder of Colchester ; and died in 1726. 
His son, Lemyng Rebow, Esq. died in 1717, and was succeeded by his grandson, 
Isaac Lemyng Rebow, who married Mary, daughter of Matthew Martin, Esq. He 
.died in 1735, and his^rviving son was Isaac Martin Rebow. The present represen- 
tative of the family is Major General Rebow, of Wivenhee Park.* 

The Grimston family were residents' of this parish ; of whom. Sir Harbottle 
Grimston, Bart., was* member of parlian^ent for fJolchester, in 1639 and 1640. 
He was a man of an independent spirit, and, “ in the beginning of the long parlia- 
ment,” says Bishop Burnet, “was a great assertor of the laws, and inveighed severely 
against all that had been concerned in the former illegal oppressions. His principle 
waf , that allegiance and protection were mutual obligations, and that the one went for 
the other: he thought that the law was the measure* of both ; and that when a legal 
protection was denied to one that paid a legal allegiaiice, the subject had a right 


* The arms of lit bow; gules, two long bows bent and interlaced in saltier, or, stringed argent, between 
four besants, each charged with a^fleur dc lis, azure. 
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to defend himself/’ Sir Harbottle had been educated in the inns of court, and was 
famed both for his knowledge of the common law, and of the custoiAs and usages of 
parliament. He was one of the first to contest the presumed legality of ship-money : 
but, afterwards, disgusted with the ambition and violence of the parliamentary 
leaders, he exerted himself to procure the king’s restoration, and, in consequence, was, 
with other members, excluded the house. Having suffered in his personal liberty, 
and having had his house here much burnt and otherwise damaged during the siege, 
Sir Harbottle qifitted his post of recorder of the town, and for some time lived abroad. 
He promoted the restoration of Charles the Second, and was chosen speaker of the 
house of commons in 1660 ; ^ in the same year constituted master of the rolls ; and 
continued to fill the latter office with talent and integrity, and to represent the 
borough, until his death, in his eighty-second year, in 1683. The Grimstons of 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, and Hertfordshire,^’ are descended from Sylvester de 
Grimston, a Norman, who bore the standard of the Conqueror at the battle of 
Hastings. He was appointed chamberlain to William in the following year. In the 
reign of Edward the Sixth, Edward Grimston, Esq. was comptroller of Calais, and 
continued in that office under Queen Mary. On the taking of Calais by the duke of 
Guise, in 1558, he was taken, and confined in the Bastile; but, after two years’ 
confinement, escaped to his native country, and was honourably acquitted of any mis- 
conduct connected with the loss of tlm last possession of the English ih France. He 
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth ; represented the borough of Ipswich in several 
parliaments ; lived to the age of ninety-eight ; and was succeeded by his eldest son, 
Edward, whose grandson, the second Sir Harbottle Grimston, was so actively engaged 
in the calamitous times of Charles the First. His father, Sir Harbottle Grimston, of 
Bradfield, Essex, suffered a long imprisonment, for refusing to pay hi^ assigned quota 


* The expelled members at this period resumed their seats ;^atid on the eve of that event, the baronet 
received the following letter from the corporation of Colchester : — 

“ Honourable Sir, 

As we cannot but with thanlffulncss acknowledge the mercy of God to the nation in general, so more par- 
ticularly to this town, that, after the many changes and alterations we have been tossed in, that there now is (as 
we have been credibly informed, and do be]|cve) a fre^admission of the members of the late parliament, so 
long interrupted by force; we cannot but with much earn^tness, in the behalf of ourselves, and the free bur- 
gesses of the town, make our humble request that you will return to that trust to which you were so freely and 
unanimously elected in the year 1640 ; which we do the rather request, out of the former experience that not 
only this town, but the nation in general, hath lia^ of your faithfulness and ability, and \}ie many miseries and 
calamities we have groaned under since your absence ; and as we formerly had the honour of sending so 
eminent and worthy a member, so we shall hope, by the l^essing of God upon your endeavours, that not oflly 
ourselves, but the whole nation, shall have cause tq bless God for your return, and in due time reap the bene- 
fit of your counsels and labour in that g^reat affliction. Sir, we shall not further trouble you at present, than 
to assure you we are, as by many former favours bound to be, your faithful and humble servants, 

“ Thomas Pegke, Mayor, 

** John Sham. Hecordtry 


CHAP. 

III. 
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of a loan attempted to be enforced by that king. The present earl of Venilam, 
Viscount Grinlston, is descended from the eldest daughter of Sir HarbotUe, of 
Colchester.* 

The house of Sir Harbottle Grimston had been originally a convent for crossed, or, 
according to the old English word, crouched friars, of the order of St Augustin, as 
well as an hospital for the reception of poor people, and was governed by a prior. 
By whom it was instituted, is certainly not known. Morant could only collect 
grounds for believing the founder to have been William de Lanvallei, lord of the 
manor of Stanway, and that the building must be older than 1244. This church and 
hospital acquired a great accession of strength and riches in 1407, by becoming the 
seat of the guild of St. Helen, as well as of the chantries that were afterwards incor- 
porated with it. It enumerated among its members, during the fifteenth century, the 
countess of Hertford, Sir John HoWard, Knt., Sir Gerard Braybroke, Knt., Lady 
Brockhole, the abbot of St. John’s, John Lord Berners, &c. The crouched friars 
seem to have been dispossessed upon the entry of the guild, and until the com- 
mencement of the reign of Henry the Seventh; when an active person, named 
Roger Clmrche, by producing papal bulls, and other evidences, from which it 
appeared that the house was originally for friars of that order, and, through the 
interest of John, earl of Oxford, and others, procured their reinstatement, Roger 
himself then betsoming prior. At the dissolution, the entire possessions and revenues 
of this convent were valued only at 7/. 7^. 8tl . ; for which sum they were granted to 
Sir Thomas Audeley, Lord Audeley, of Walden, then chancellor. The chapel had 
been demolished many years, when the house became the residence of Sir Harbottle ; 
it had been previously the scat of the Stephenses, a family at that time of some 
consecpience iin Colchester. After having been much dilapidated by^the siege, it 
was hired by the Workhouse Corporation about the beginning ot liie eighteenth 
century, and became the general w^orkhousc for the town ; was afterwards let out 
in tenements to poor^pcoplb ; and finally pulled down, the rents thus afforded being 
scarcely worth the trouble of collecting. It stood on tlr^ ^outli side of the London 
roalltl. 

Mr. Philip MorantJ F. S. A., who was ^ considerable time resident at St. Mary’s, 
was an indefatigable ani;iquary and biographer, son of Stephen Morant. He was 
born at^St. Saviour’s, in the Isle of Jersey, Oct. (>, 1700, and educated at Abingdon 
school^ and Pembroke College, Oxford ; where he took the degree of B.A. June 10, 
^21, and that of M.A. 1724. Between 1733 and 1745, he obtained six benefices in 
Essex; and in 1748 he published his ^History of* Colchester, of which only two 
hundred copies were printed. In 1751 he was elected F.S.A., and in February, 
1786, he was appointed by the sub-committee of the house of peers to succeed 
Mr. BJyke in preparing for the press a copy of the rolls of parliament, — a service to 
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which he diligently attended until his death, on the 26th of November, 1770. chap. 
After his death, Thomas Asde, Esq. who had married his only dau^ter, succeeded 
him in his labours in preparing the rolls for publication.* The following epitaph was 
placed in the chapel at Aldham : 


Philippo Morant, A. M. hujua Ecdesin rectori. 
Vir fuit cximi& aimplicitatc, et moribus pland 
• antiquis : 

Bonorum studiqsua, omnibua benevolens: 
Eruditioiie dcnique multiplici replctus. 
Gentium origincs, agronim limitesi in h&c pro- 
vincift, 

feliciter investigavit 

Ad vitas Britannonim insignium illustraudas 
quamplurimum contulit 
His studiis 

u prima juventute usque ad mortem totum se dedit: 
Nec osUiitandi gratia, sed quod reipublicae 
prodesset 

Obiit Nov.’^'“ 25‘®, a. d. 1770. aet. 70. 

£t Aiiiia% tixori ejus, nialronanim decori. 

Ex antiquis familiis Stebbing et Creffield oriund;£. 
Ob. Jul. 20"‘"- A. D. 1707, aet. 69. 

Optiinis Parentibus 
Tho. ct Anna- Maria Astlc posucruut. 


TRANSLATION. Inscription. 

To Philip Morant. A. M. rector of this Church. 

He was a man of great simplicity, and purity of 
manners: 

An assiduous friend to tlie good, benevolent to all : 

Abounding in every kind of erudition. 

He investigated with success the origin of the 
families, and the territorial divisions of this county ; 

And contributed much to celebrating the lives of 
* illustrious Britons. 

Iq these studies he spent all his time from his 
^ earliest youth to his death : 

Not for ostentation, but for the profit of the public. 

He died Nov. 25, a.d. 1770. aged 70. 

And to Anne, his wife, who was an honour to her 
sex. 

She was descended from the ancient families 
. of Stebbing and Creffield, 

And died July 20th, a. d. 1767, aged 69. 

To these, the best of parents, 

Thomas and Anna- Maria Astludiavc dedicated this 
monument. 


The population of St. Mary’s parish, in 1821, consisted of five hundred and one Population, 
males, and six hundred and forty-six females ; total, one thousand one hundred and 
forty-seven.f 

ST. PETER. 

The parish of St. Peter adjoins St. Mary’s on the north and east, and includes St. Peter, 
the Balkon-hill, together with the lower Balkon-lanp. 

The church, which existed before the Conquest, is considetW the principal one Cfuu-cb. 
in the town; being that* in which the episcopal and archidiaconal visitations are 
held, and at which the members of the corporation generally^ attend once a fort- 
night, in their robes. It was ftcarly tifrown do^n by an earthquake in 1G92; 

• 

* It has been doubted whctlicr Morant took his degree of M. A. at Oxford or Cambridge. In the second 
volume of Nichols’s Literary Anecdotes, (p. 70.'^,) is the following note; “Philip Mourant, as spdit in the 
convocation-book by himself, Pembroke coHq^e, B. A. September 21. 1721 ; A. M. of Sidney college^ Cam- 
bridge. 1730.” Besides the histories of Colchester and of Essex, and .several translations, abridgments. 
he was the author of all the Lives in the^Biographia Brftannica marked C, and of the life of StilUngfleet, 
in which that mark is omitted. He prepared the rolls of I^rliament as far as the sixteenth year of Henry IV. 

He had prepared in MS.. “An Answer to the first part of the Discourse of the Grounds and Reasons of the 
Christian Religion,” and a “ Life of King Edward the Confessor.” 

t The parish extends west and south-west, about a mile into the country. The glebe iff in*tcn small parcels, 
some of which are considerably distant from each other; 

VOL. 1. ' R R * 
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Rev. Robert Oickman, then vicar.* The edifice consists of a nave» side-aisles, 
and chancel. The south aisle was enlarged about fifteen years since, when the whole 
was repaired and beautified. The walls are coated on the exterior with composition, 
and turreted with white brick : the tower, which is entered from North-hill, is of red 
brick, relieved by stone quoins, and contains eight bells. Internally this church 
has an elegant appearance, and is in excellent repair. A large and well-executed 
altar-piece decorates the east end; it was painted by John James* Halls, Esq. (of 
Great Marlborough-street, London,) son of James Halls, Esq., of St. Mary’s parish, 
mwus! subject' is, Christ raising Jairus’s Daughter. This church contains several 

inscriptions of the sixtccntli and seventeenth centuries ; the most ancient of which 
records, in Old English characters, on a brass plate against the wall of the south aisle, 
the deaths of John Sayer, sometyifie alderman of this towne of Colchester, and of 
Elizabeth his wyfe,” in the years respectively, of 1510 and L)30. Another, in the 
north aisle of the chancel, is to the memory of the woishipfull George Sayer, the 
elder,” who died in 1577, and bears the following epitaph : 

O happic hoared heares that here in grave doth lye, 

Whose body resteth nowe in earth, his ghost with Christ on hie. 

His youthfull race he ran with travaylc and with troth, 

His niyddle and his aged years with wealth and worship both. 

F uTl ihyrtye years or more cheefe rule or place he bare 
In this his native auncient towne, whereof he had g^eat care. 
yjfhh justice he did rule, tind eke with mercy inyldc. 

With love he lyved many years of man, woman and chylde. 

A monument he made for ever to remain 

For ayde to poor and aged wights, which are oppress’d with payne. 

Pqptcritie be had to his great joye of mind. 

His place and portion to posscsse, which he hath left behyiide. 

O happie Sayer, not for theis thinges alone. 

Which were but mundane, vayne, and vyle, and fade, and fayle echo one 
But happier thoucande-folde to lyve and love those duyes 
Wherein iLddcs gospell brightlye shynes to his eternall prayse. 

Thy oft desired wyshe diou doubtless didest obtayne, ^ 

With Symeon to departe in peace, and lyfc by death to gaj nr. 

Thy ofspriage may rejoice for this thy h-ippye ende : 

Thy freiiids and tenaunt^ all are gladU that God ffiich grace did send. 

* The record states that ** On Thursday, September 8, 1692, there happened, about two of the clock in the 
afternooiS, for the apace of a minute or more, an universal earthquake all over England, France, Holland, and 
some parts of Gernm**ny. And particularly it was attested !o me by the masons that were then plaistering the 
sViplc of St. Peter’s in this town, and upon the uppermost scaffold, that the steple parted so wide in the midst 
that they could have put their hands into the cracR or cleft, and immediately shut up close again, without any 
dami^ to the workmen, (who expected all woul& have fallen iown,^) or to the steple itsel£ Most of the 
houses here and elsewhere shook, and part of a chimney fell down on North-hill ; and very many who wese 
•ensiUe of it were taken at the same time with a giddyness in their heads for soma short time. In witness 
of what iwhere related, 1 have hereto set roy hand, 

** Robert Dickm am, Minister of St. Pet Colchester.” 
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And we, that yet rcmaync within this vale of tears, 

By thine example maye be taught for to contemne all fears, 

And always for to praye that God our 8tcp{)s so gvyde 
That we lykewise may hence depart in endlesse blissc to byde.* 

There are other inscriptions to members of the same family, as well as to that of 
Brown ; both appear to have been eminent for wealth or municipal consequence in 
Colchester. On the north side of the chance], a monument of black and white 
marble is inscribed in gold letters, to Martin Basill, sometime alderman of this 
towne, whoe departed this lyfe, the 23d of March, 1623, and Elizabeth his wyfe, 
whoe deceased the 30th of October, 1625.” Their effigies appear kneeling, a desk 
between them; below, in bass-relief, are their six sons and seven daughters, also 
kneeling. Richard Heynes, who lived in the reign of Edward the Fourth, founded Htynes’ 
a chantry in this church, with an endowment 4br^ priest to sing mass for ever: the 
institution was some time previous to the year 1473. 

There was a chantry in St. Peter’s church, called the Guild of St. John’s, or Jesus’ 

Masse ; but it is not known by whom it was founded. 

The Corn-market is on the south of St. Peter s church, and occupies the ground Corn-mar- 
where there was formerly a public edifice, called the Red Row, and it was afterwards 
called the Exchange : whilst the bay trade flourished here, it was daily frequented by 
great numbers of substantial merchants, and over it was the Dutch bay-hall. The 
new building was erected about the year 1820, by subscription, for the use of 
corn - merchants and farmers. The architect was David Laing, Esq., F. S. A., 
and the builder, Mr. Hayward, of Colchester. The basement story, which is an 
open colonnade, consisting of a double row of cast-iron fluted pillars, Iprms the 
Corn-market. • The facade above is balustraded at top, and has a p«?diment in the 
centre, with a clock. The upper rooms are occupied as the Essex Equitable Fire 
and Life Insurance Office. 

The pump, called King Coel’s pump, in this vicinity, was rciijoved, and the well l^ngCoel’s 
covered in, a few years since, under the authority of the new paving act. pump. 

North Bridge, one of the three which cross the Colne^iere, is in this parish. If is North 
of common red brick, and has thre« arches, *vhich, though the structure has scarcely 
stood forty years, bear visible marks of decay: the centre areh has partly given way, 
and has been lately repaired. It was built by the late Sir William Staines^ Knt., 
lord mayor of London in 1801. • • 

The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of seven hundred and fifty-seve^ 
males and eight Imndred and ninety femaleij; total, one thousand six hundred and 
forty-seven. 

• Arms of Saycr; Gules, a chevron between three martlets, argent; a chief, entiint. Crest, an arm 
sleeved, cuffed, and scarfed, or and gules, holding in the hand, proper, a wolf^ head crastu, vert. 
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BOOK n. In the chancel of this church a tablet of white marble bears the following 


Monu- inscription 
inent. 

11 ic jacct Ricardus Daniell, 
Colct'strensis Medicus, 

Vixit Annis 72. 

Conjux, Filiique superstites, memoriam 
Posuerunt Anno 1772. 

Si tuse omnino intersit, mi amice, 

Nosse qua vixit ratione tutus, 
llcgulam vitae modice institutse 
Disce iinitarc : 

Ilunc ncquc illusum, pupulus vcl unquam 
Aula, fucata specie, fefellit ; 

Nec levcs soinnos male clausa nummi 
Copia rupit : 

Sorte scd felix huinili, potitus 
Otio, dulces coluit Camocnas ; 

Usque amaiis, curia vacuum, latendo 
Duccrc vitam. 


TRANSLATION. 

Here lieth Richard Daniel], 

Physician of Colchester, 

Aged 72. 

His wife and children, who survived him, 
Dedicated this to his memory, 
in the year 1772. 

If you desire, my friend, 

To know how he continued tn live an undisturbed life 
Learn to imitate his rule, 

Which was to keep within the bounds of moderation : 
Hu was never deluded by the desire of 
public honours, 

Or deceived by the glitter of palaces; 

Nor did hoarded treamres disturb his calm 
slumbers with fears ; 

But happy in his humble lot, possessed of leisure. 
He cultivated the grateful muses ; 

Pleased by a quiet life devoid of cares. 


P<»pulatioii. The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of three hundred and ninety 
males, and four hundred and fifty-three females ; total, eight hundred and forty-three. 


HOLY TRINITY. 


Holy Tri- 
nity. 


t:hui'cli. ’ 


Inscrip- 

tions. 


The parish of Holy Trinity is bounded on the north by parts of the parishes of 
St. Nicholas, St. Runwald, and St. Peter; south, by St. Giles’s; cast, by parts of 
the last-mentioned parish, and of St. Botolph’s ; and \^i;est, by St. Mary’s. The 
church, dedicat(?d to the Holy Trinity, is covered with plaster on the outside, and 
consi.sts of a nave, south aisle, chancel, and tower with one bell. 

There was, formerly, the following inscription in this church, to tlie memory of the 
father of the celebrat^d^ Dr. William Gilberd, a native of this parish : — 

Here lyeth the body of Jherome Gilberd, sometime Recorder of this towne of Colchester, 
and Elizabeth, his first wife, andJMargarct, his daughter; he dyed 23d of May, 1383." 

There is a marble monument jn the chacacel, with the following inscription, to the 
memory of Dr. Gilberd : — 


P(^uurunt huiic tumulum Ambrosiua 
Er Guliulmus Gilberd, in memoriam 
Pietntis fraturnac Gulielino Gilberd, 
Seniuri, Armigero, ct Medicinse Doctoii. 
Hie primeevus tilius Hieronimi Gilberd, 
Armigcri, uatus erat Villa* Colcesirim ; 
Studuit Cantabrigian Artcm Mcdicam 
Summis laudtbus, pariq : firlicitatu per 
Triginta plusque annos Lovdini excrcuit. 


Hinc Aulam accersitus in summiim Rcginm 
Klizabethae favoreni rcceptus fuit; 

Cui ct successori Jacobo servivit, 
Archiatros. Librum de magneto apud 
Exertos cclebrem in rem nauticam 
Composuit. Obiit Anno Redemptionis 
Humanse, 1603, Novembris ultimo, 
.^tatis sum 63. 
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TRANSLATION. 


Ambrose and William Gilberd erected this 
monument to William Gilberd, senior, esq., and 
doctor of physic, in memory of his fraternal affec- 
tion, He was the eldest son of Jerom Gilberd, Esq. 
born in the town of Colchester, studied physic at 
Cambridge, and practised at London more than 
thirty years, with the greatest applause, and equal 
success. And being sent for to court, he was re- 


ceived into the highest fiivour b^Queen Elizabeth, 
to whom, as also to her successor James, he was 
principal physician. He wrote a book concerning 
the magnet, much celebrated by those engaged in 
nautical affairs. He died in the year of human re- 
demption, 1603, on the last day of November, in 
the sixty- third year of his age. 


In the south aisle there is an ancient stone coffin, ornamented with carved work ; 
but it is not known to whom it belonged. And there is also a vault, in which 
are deposited the remains of Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Kitson, and wife of 
Thomas Lord Darcy Viscount Colchester and Eflrl Rivers, who died in 1644, 

The learned and celebrated Dr. William Gilbesd was the son of Jerom Gilberd, 
Gent. He was born* at Clare, in Suffolk; mafle a free burgess of Colchester in 
1553, and, afterwards, recorder. His great grandfather, Thomas Gilberd, a native 
of the same county, was also made a burgess of this town, in 1428. Dr. Gilberd, 
having studied some time at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, afterwards 
travelled into foreign countries ; and, on his return, being in high estimation for 
his great knowledge in philosophy and chemistry, he became a member of the 
colleg(J of physicians in London ; and was, also, chief physician to Qujen Elizabeth, 
jiiid King James the First. The queen allowed him an annual pension to encourage 
him in his studies. He wrote De MagnetCf magneticisque corporibm ; et de mugno 
magnete tellure^ published in 1600 ; De minido nostro sublunari philosophia^ 
^c., 1651. He also invented two mathematical instruments, for finding the latitude 
at sea, without tlic help of sun, moon, or stars. By his wdll, he his* globes, 
instruments, and cabinet of minerals, to the College of Physicians. His picture is in 
the schools’ gallery, at Oxford.* His four brothers were, Ambrose ; William, a 
proctor in the Arches ; Jerome ; and George. 

The population of this j)arish, in 1821, consisted yf two liubdrcd and tliirty-two 
males, and tw o hundred and eiglity-ninc females ; total, five hundred and twenty-ont. 


%T, NICHifLAS. 

The parish of St. Nicholas joins St. Ruiiw'ald’s and Trinity, westw^ard ; St. 
Botolph’s on the south ; All Saints ou the east; and part of this last, and Stf Mar- 
tin’s, on the nortli. The church is on the south side of High-street, in a cAitral 
situation, and in the busiest pait of the towfti. It consists of a nave, tiled ; and 
a south aisle, leaded. It is commonly called the Dial church, on account of the 
dial of its clock, which projects from a wooden tower into the street. This tower 

♦ A. Wood. Atheiiae Oxon. Ed. 1721. 


C 11 A P. 
111 . 


Dr Gil- 
herd. 


St. Nicho- 
las. 



312 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK II. 


St. lleleirs 
cliapd. . 




.Ml Saint.'-', 


TliL* (-astle. 


rises from the middle of the body of the churchy being partly built on the north wall 
it contains five bells, iind there is a small bell in a lantern on the top of it, for the 
clock. About a hundred years ago, the original tower, of larger dimensions, and more 
ponderous materials, having become ruinous, a workman from London was employed 
to repair it, and had been at work a short time ; but, one day, when he was gone to 
dinner, the tower fell down upon the body of the church and chancel, and destroyed 
the roofs of both. In 1721, the west end of tlie church was repaired, but the east 
end and the chancel yet remain ruinous, and exhibit some early specimens of Roman 
architecture. 

St. Helen’s chapel, in St. Ilelen’s-lanc,* is a foundation of great antiquity ; deriving 
its origin, as it is said, from St. Helen, mother of the Emperor Constantine. It was 
rebuilt about the year 1076, by Eudo Dapifer, who gave it to his monastery 
of St. John, the abbot of which covenanted to find a chaplain to officiate in it every 
alternate day of the week. But this service being found wholly neglected in the time 
of Edward the First, and the chapel in a ruinous condition, John de Colchester 
founded a chantry in it, to. prevent its application to profane uses. There was, also, 
another chantry founded here, in Richard the Second’s reign, by Richolda Cosford. 
On the suppression of chantries, this chapel and its revenues came into the possession 
of the bail ills and commonalty, who sold it. It afterwards became the property of a 
congregation of the society of Friends, and was the meeting-house of that congrega- 
tion till they obtained a more suitable place of worship in East Stot kwell-street. 
Remaining still the property of this religious society, it was used as a public library, 
and is occupied as a school for boys. This building has an appearance of consider- 
able antiquity, and seems to have undergone numerous repairs and alterations in a suc- 
cession of age^, so that scarcely a vestige of its original foundation can be discovered. 

The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of four hundred and thirty-nine 
males, and five hundred and forty-one females ; total, nine hundred and eighty. 


/»LL-SA1NTS. 


The boundaries of the parish of All Saints are, on the wTst, St. Nicholas’s, on the 
south, St. Botolph’s, on the cast, St. Jamcs'.s aruKpart of St. Botolph’s, and on the 
north, Mile-end. The rectory of All Saints is consolidated with St. Botolph’s. 
The Qastle, wrhich is in this parish, stands on the north side of High-street, nearly 
opposite All Saints’ church ; and, occupying «high ground, commands a fine view of 
the winding valley to the north and c^st. The castle is in the form of a parallelo- 
gram, of about two hundred and twci\ty-four yards in circumference, all projections 
and w iiulings included ; and the contents of the ground plan, about twelve rods more 
than half an acre. The east and west sides measure one hundred and forty feet each. 


Naintfd aUo Maidciiburgh- street, and vulgarly 


called TciianCs-latic. 







BOROUGH OF COLCHESTER. 


313 


and the north and south sides one hundred and two feet each. The buter walls are c h a p. 
thirty feet thick at the foundation, twelve feet thick at the lower story, and at the 
upper story nearly eleven. The comers are flanked with strong and lofty towers ; *^“‘**‘* 

and on the eastern face there is a semicircular tower, the external radius of which is 
twenty feet. Several horizontal bands of Roman bricks, some in herring-bone work, 
run round* the outside of the whole building, disposed in perpendicular and oblique 
layers; and the Vails are altogether composed of this material, mixed with stones 
and flints, held together by a very hard and tenacious cement. The principal en- 
trance is near the south-west tower, under a strong semicircular arch, supported 
by three-quarter columns, having their capitals covered with Norman ornaments, 
and originally defended by a portcullis. Within the entrance, on the right, rude 
figures are carved on the wall of a niche, probably the work of the gugrd or porter, to 
relieve the tedium and loneliness of his occupation. At a little distance, within a 
small apartment, a flight of steps leads to the vaults. Opposite to these stairs, and 
in the west wall of the castle, is a large niche ; in which, James Parnell, a Quaker, by 
persecution and inhuman treatment, ended his days, blameless, except in a too 
strenuous opposition to the power that worked his ruin. At the foot of the stairs is 
a vault, twenty-six feet in length, and twenty-one in breadth, having at the further end The vaults, 
a narrow passage, which is bricked up to prevent accidents from the fuinous state of 
the arch of the vault to which it leads. On the right of the first vault is a passage, 
that has been broken through the wall into an adjacent vault ; this, which is not pene- 
trated by a single ray of light, is of the ^ame dimensions a^ the first ; and through a 
chasm at the further end is a way to a third vault, of the same breadth as the others, 
but much longer. When these vaults were first discovered, which is^bout a century 
ago, they were full of sand ; to carry off which, an opening was made through the 
foundation wall, near the north-east corner ; but this passage is now closed up. The 
original descent into these vaults is yet undiscovered, the pre^^nt staircase breaking 
through the crown of the»arch ; it seems probable, therefore, that various others arc 
yet unknown. Between the stairs and a window in the south ^wall, there is a wMl, 
now arched over ; at the time of doing which, the workmen, whose curiosity induced 
them to descend, discovered, about half way down, an arched passage, leading toward 
the south; but this was not explored. Beyond the stairs is the entrance to^a large 
area, formerly enclosed by a roof, and«divided by one of the walls which run, north 
and south.* This space included, upon its ^fierent floors, the principal apartments 

• 

* Within this building, in the direction of north to south, two strong walls seryed for partitions and supports 
to the principal apartments ; the western wall has been almost entirely taken away, but the other remains, 
and is built after the Roman herring-bone fashion. There are two entire chimneys on the and the same 
number on the cast side, turned with handsome semicircular arohes, as all th^ doors and windows are. Each 
chimney has a double funnel. 
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of the castle, 'and also a gallery that runs between die wall which crosses the area 
and that which is demolished. At the south end of the gallery, on the ground 
floor, is a strong arched room, that receives a scanty portion of light through a small 
aperture in the south wall of the castle : this miserable hold is said to have been the 
last lodging of Sir Charles Lucas, and Sir George Lisle. At the extremity of a wall 
which separates this area from a second, is a door above and below, which led into 
apartments that filled the space between the e^t wall of the castlli and the gallery. 
At the south end of this space, in the south-east tower, on the ground floor, is a 
strong arched room, the walls of which are of extraordinary thickness. In the south- 
west tower is the grand staircase, which is circular, arched above, and built of stone. 
This leads to a modern room, used for a subscription library. An arcade, of modern 
workmanship, lyhich runs along the.north wall of the library, conducts to the ancient 
chapel. This is a venerable piece of architecture; the beauty of its proportions 
strike the eye, notwithstanding the massiveness of its construction: the roof is 
strongly arched, and the light enters through five windows, two of which have been 
enlarged, but the others remain nearly in their original state. The length pf this 
chapel is forty-seven feet, the width nearly forty, and the height in proportion. An 
arched vault beneath is used for the confinement of prisoners. In the nortli-east and 
north-west toi/ters, upon the same floor as the chapel, are various small rooms, or 
recesses ; and in the latter is also a staircase, which descends from the upper part of 
the tower, and terminates at the first floor. At the foot of the stairs, in the north 
wall of the castle, is a sallyport, now closed up, which opened upon an abutment of 
the north-west tower. This sallyport, which is nine feet wide, and the great doorway 
in the south wall, are the only original entrances into the castle. Fropi the principal 
staircase in the north-east tower, another flight of steps leads to wiiat was the second 
floor : the walls of this story, of which but a small part remains, were nine feet thick. 
The dome which covers the staircase, the passage formed upon the west and north 
wall of the castle, and the snlall room upon the summit the north-east tower, are 
alt of modern construction. The great doorway in the north wall, and the small port 
in the east wall, are likewise modern, and have betn formed with great labour, by the 
enlargement of a narrow window in each place. Several of the windows have also, 
with np less labour, been enlarged ; in their original state, but a very scanty portion 
of light could have found entrance into the linterior apartments. The peculiar con- 
struction of these windows, so entirely difiereut from any in modem buildings, is 
worthy of observation. An arched niphe, about ihree feet deep, formed the inner 
opening of the window ; in the back of which niche, another of less dimensions, 
gradually decreasing in breadth, penetrated about seven feet further, at the extremity 
of which, a narrow aperture, only eight inches wide, lined with hewn stone, was made 
through the remaining t^iickness orthe^wall. From the floor of the rooms, an ascent 
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was made to the narrow aperture of the window, by a small flight oT steps.* The 
partition supporting the arehes of the spacious vaults is in the exact form of a cross, 
and belieiVed to be commemorative of the legend of Helen. These vaults were dis- 
covered by John Wheely, who purchased the castle of Robert Northfolk, Esq., with 
intent to demolish it entirely, and make money of the materials ; and many of the 
Roman biicks were taken away, and the greater part of the freestone ; but, after great 
devastation, the *attempt was abandqped, as an unprofitable and too difficult under- 
taking. Both on the north and east sides, the castle-precincts were secured by a deep 
ditch and strong rampart of earth, now within the garden of Mrs. Round. The 
rampart itself is thrown upon a wall, which fonperly encompassed either the castle, or 
the palace of Coel, on whose site it stands : the buttresses, and other parts of this old 
wall, were discovdUrfrnearly a century ago. On the south and west, another strong 
wall, with two gates, of the date of the existing building, formed the. boundary, 
in those directions, of its bailiwick. The southern line of this wall was taken down 
by Robert Northfolk, Esq, who erected in its stead a range of houses facing the High 
street The western wall extended as far as St. Helen's -lane. According to 
Norden, Colchester Castle was built by Edward the Elder. King^ in his essay on 
castles, in the fourth volume of the Archaeologia, is df opinion, that the present build- 
ing is decidedly Saxon, with some few alterations made in after times, and that the pre- 
sent entrance is a posterior addition ; the original entrance being that now built up in 
the northern wall, where are the traces of a landing place and steps, protected in the 
same way as the entrance to Norwich castle. Many of this author's opinions have been 
controverted, but it must be owned, that this castle bears little resemblance to the 
general style of Norman castellation; and we may be well assured, frbm the accounts 
of the Danish and Saxon affairs in this part, that there was here a very strong fortress 
previous to the Conquest. Others, however, have imagined, that Colchester castle 
was founded by Eudo Dapifer, as is asserted in the MonaatCvon, in fundo palatii 
Coelis quondam Regis, according to the Colchester Chc^nicle, anno 1076f However, 
it is highly probable, that Eudo was the author of mauy repairs and alterations. * It 
continued in the crown until 1214, when* John grqpted it, with the borough, and 
Inindred of Tendring, to Stephen Harringood, during pleasure. After passing 
through a variety of other hands, it at length became the property of Si[ James 
Northfolk, sergeant-at-arms to the house of commons, whose son, Robert Noi;{thfolk,' 
Esq. enjoyed it after him: but, having impfverished himself by building a range ^of 
houses, north of High-street, hb sold it, 168tl, to Wheely, who, disappointed 
of the hopes he had entertained from its purchase, resold it to Sir Isaac Rebow, 
Knt ; of whose grandson, Charles Chamberlain Rebow, Esq. it ^as bought by 
diaries Gray, Esq., and is now the property of Charles Round, Esq., of Birch Hall. 
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* History of Colchester, ¥ol. ii. p. 155. 
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The castlci wi{h its bailey, though taxed in All-Saints’ parish, was long eonsidered 
independent of the corporation, and not within any of the parochial boundaries. But 
it is certain, that the justices of the borough, the coroner, &c. have jurisdiction within 
it ; and by a legal decision in 1810, it was made equally liable to the poor-rate as the 
parish of All Saints. The town itself was formerly feudatory to the castle, by rents 
and many other duties and services ; but a discharge and exemption from these was 
purchased from Queen Elizabeth, and confirmed by parliament in th^ beginning of her 
reign. The donation to the office of steward of the hundred of Tendring, and the 
nomination of die bailiff of that hundred, have appertained to the proprietor of this 
castle ; and within, and for that humored, a court is, and from time immemorial has 
been, holden, from three weeks to three weeks, by the steward. 

The church, dedicated to All Saints, is on the south side of High-street : it consists 
of a nave, chancel, and north aisle, and at the west end has a handsome tower of flint 
and stone, widiin which are five bells. The south wall is of brick, built in the Roman 
herring-bone fashion but this wall has been covered widi cement. 

In the chancel, on a grave-stone, is the following inscription : — 

** Sub hoc marmore jacet Reverendus admodum Dominus Edmundus Hickeringill, tarn 
marie quam Mercurio clams, quippe qui terra mariq; militavii non sine gloria, ingeniiq: 
vires scriptis multiplice argumento insigniiis demonstravif : sacris tandem ordinihus initialus, 
hujuace Parochiee 46 annos Hector ; vitam, spe meliore fretus, intrepide reliquit Novemb. 30, 
anno D*ni 1708, setatis vero suae 78. Sub eodem hoc tumulo recumbunt Anna uxor p'dilecta 
pia, prudens, pudica; denata Apr. 6, 1708, actat. 67. atq; Edmundus utriusq; filius natu 
quartus, <^iem obiens Mar. 25, 1705, satat. 59. Longsevos parentes moerore pio aduc super- 
stites prosequuntur Thomas, Mathias, Anna, Sarah, Maria, et Francisca.” * 

Edmund Hickeringill, the subject of the above inscription, a clergyman of eccentric 
character, was bom in Essex, in 1630. He had his education at Cambridge ; after 
which, he became a«}i^utenant in the army, and went to Jamaica, of which island he 
published a^description. On ^Atering into orders, he obtained tlie vicarage of Boxted, 
in*£ssex, and afterwards the rectory of All Saints, in Colchester, where he died, after 
leading an irregular and turbulent life, in 1708. Has tracts were collected, by himself, 
in one quarto volume, irr 1707, and republished in three octavo volumes, in 1716. 

Tho^ population of this parish, in 182 1, 'consisted of one hundred and sixty-three 
malcs^ and two hundred and forty-two femalesc; total, four hundred and five. 

f 

ST. JAMES. 

f 

The eighth, and last parish whose church is within the walls, is that of St. James. 
Its boundaries are, on the west, All Saints’, and part of St. Botolph’s ; on the south, 
parts of St. Botolph’s, St. Giles’s, and St. Mary Magdalen’s; on the east, St. 

* That part of this inscription whirh is printed, in italics, is not upon the stone, but has been preserved by 
Mr. Morant, who informs us, it was chiselled out,^by order of Bishop Compton. 
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Leonard's, Greenstead, and part of St. Botolph’s ; and on the north, Mile-end. The ^ ii a p. 

church, consisting of a nave, side aisles, and chancel, is large, regular, and of ! — 

handsome appearance. Both the body and tower are of Ropoan bricks and stone ; 
but the chancel is of a more elegant construction, with a mixture in its composition of 
flints and polished stones. This, and the church of St. Peter’s, are the handsomest Monument, 
parochial ediflce^ in Colchester. An elegant monument, to the memory of Arthur 
Winsley, Esq. ornaments this church : it is described by the item providing for its 
erection in his will ; — ‘‘ I give two hundred and fifty pounds, to be laid out on a 
monument to be erected against the soutli wall of the said church, with my statue cut 
out in marble, lying with the left hand under the head, and a book in the right hand, 
and in a nightgown.” These directions have^been exactly followed, except that the 
monument is not against the south wall,” but &t the east end of the south aisle. It 
bears the following*inscription : — 

** Near this place, lyeth the body of Arthur Winsley, Esq. an alderman of this town, and 
justice of the peace for tliis county. He was the founder and endower of twelve charity-houses 
in St. Botolph’s parish ; and died on the 30th of January, 1726-7.” 

A fine painting of the Adoration of the Shepherds forms the altar-piece of this 
church, executed by George Carter, Esq., a self-taught genius, of poor parentage, 
who acquired the rudiments of education at the Blue-coat school of Oolchester. 

The monastery of the Grey Friars was in this parish, and almost opposite the 
church; from which circumstance, that part of High-street was formerly called 
Freris, or Frcrc-strcet. It was founded about the year 1309, by Robert Baron Fitz- 
walter, lord of the manor of Lexden, who, in 1325, entered himself of this^ order, and 
became an inmate of his own foundation, in which he died the same year. As these 
friars, agreeably to their founder’s rule, pretended not to hold anything as their own, 
but to subsist by the labour of their hands and the contributions of the charitable, 
their establishment was not large, nor their lands extensive^;jJ)eing little more than 
five acres, lying near the north-cast angle of the T^wn-wall ; but belonging to an 
order very popular on account of its affected austerities, they received liberal supiplies 
from alms and donations ; and bequests of money were frequently made to them, that 
they might pray for the souls of the donors. After the dissolution, the site of this house 
was granted to F. Jobson, Esq., and others, in consideration of the sum of 430/. 10s. 

St. Anne’s chapel, dedicated to the mother of the Virgin Mary,, is wfthin the St. Anne'sJ 
boundaries of St. James’s parish, on rising^ground, eastward of the town and riyer, 
and on the south side of the •road leading to Harwich. When, or by whom, it 
was founded, is not known.* But it was in being, as an hermitage, in the year 1406, 
and very probably, earlier ; in the reign of Henry the Third, in an allocation in the 
exchequer, there is an allowance made to ‘Uhe hermit of St. Jame.'^'s parish.” We 
learn also from some presentments made at the law-hurfired courts in Colchester, 
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that it was an hermitage, and had a well near it, which yet remains there, and 
retains the name of the Holy-well. There is reason to believe that this chapel was 
an appendage to St. BotoIph*s priory : its remains have been converted into a bam. 

East Bridge crosses the Colne at the foot of East-hill; it has five well-formed 
arches of brick, surmounted by stone pilasters and an iron balustrade, and was 
erected rather more than twenty years ago.* 

The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of five hundred artd ninety males, 
and six hundred and seventy-five females ; total, twelve hundred and sixty-five. 

ST. BOTOLPH. 

St. Botolph’s parish is bounded on the west by those of St. Nicholas, Holy Trinity, 
and St. Giles ; on the south, by that yf St. Giles ; on the east, by those of St. Mary 
Magdalen, St. Leonard, Greenstead, and St. James; and on the north, by St. Nicholas’s, 
All-Saints*, St. James’s, Mile-end, and Ardley. It is the most populous parish of 
Colchester, and its extent into the country is considerable. As it contains no church 
in a fit state for the peiformance of divine service, this parish is consolidated, for 
every ecclesiastical purpose, with that of All-Saints. 

This parish derives its name from the priory of St. Botolph and St. Julian, which 
was, next to St. John’s Abbey, the most considerable foundation in Colchester. Very 
scanty remains of it are now extant, but the ruins of its church form a picturesque 
ind interesting object. From what remains of the western front of this building, it 
ippears to have been highly embellished. The entrance is by a semi-circular arch, 
gradually 4iniinishing through the thickness of the wall, to the door-way. The arch 
s ornamented by numerous mouldings, formed of thin Roman brick and stone in 
iltcrnate layers, and on each side supported by three-quarter columns, of which there 
ire five on each side ; the capitals differing from each other, and enriched with sculp- 
tured foliage and figWfes of animals. Above this doorway two tiers of intersecting 
irchcs extend quite across t^« front; and above these arches there appears the 
remains of a large circular window, to admit light into a gallery which communicated 
between two stately towers at the opposite north-west and south-west corners of the 
building. The remains of these towers have been entirely removed; but a consider- 
able portion of that on the north-west had been to be seen, as Mr. Morant informs 
us, in his time, within the memory of man. What remains of the northern front is 
not very considerable, and the pointed fo^i of some of the windows seems to indicate 
that an alteration has been made in this part of the building : scarcely any part of the 
south front, and very little of the south aisle, are now remaining, and the chancel has 
been entiAly destroyed. An accumulation of earth and rubbish rises against the 

* The corporation, who keep the bridgea in |;epair, erected a turnpike across the London-rdad in Lexdcn- 
street, to defray the expense of residing East Bridge. 
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western front, and hides a part of the wall, so that only the upper {mrt of the great chap. 
doorway is to be seen; but, by measuring the wall here, it is found to be eight feet — — ^ 
and a half in thickness. The diameter of the pillars, between the nave and aisles, is 
five feet and a half; the width of the north aisle is nine feet seven inches and a half; 
the width of the nave, between the pillars, twenty-five feet and a half; and the length, 
within the walls, a hundred and eight feet. The height was in proportion to these 
ample dirnensiems. This church continued perfect till the siege of Colchester by the 
parliamentary general, Fairfax ; when, being exposed, by its situation, to the guns of 
a battery on the opposite high ground, between Colchester and Wivenhoe, it was 
reduced to its present state. Until the period of the civil wars, St. Botolph’s was 
considered the principal church of Colchest^ ; to which the corporation, in their for- 
malities, resorted on Sundays, and all public o&asions, to hear the general preacher.* 

The monastery lo which this church belonged, was founded, about the beginning Monastery, 
of the twelfth century, for canons-regular of St. Augustine, by a monk named 
Eynulph, or Ernulpli, who became its first prior. These canons were brought into 
England about the year 1109; and this house appears to have been the first of their 
order in the kingdom ; of which a bull of Pope Paschal the Second, directed to Ernulph 
and his brethren, in August, 1116, is evidence. Paschal gave them preeminence 
over every other house of the Augustine order in this country, and invested them 
with a general authority and jurisdiction over them ; putting at the same time the 
churches of Trinity and St. Leonard, in London, under their government. The bull* 
exempted them, besides, from all other ecclesiastical or secular jurisdiction; and 
ordained, that, after Ernulph's death, the succeeding priors should be chosen by their 
brother canons, or a majority of them, and be consecrated, without fees, by the 
bishop of London, (or, if he refused, by some other bishop,) from whom they were 
to receive a kind of episcopal office and power. Of the number of the canons, there 
is no record. Neither docs it appear that Ernulph settled ^n his new foundation 
any lands or other possessions, except, perhaps, tho site and gardens of the priory. 

But it soon met with benefactors, although its revenues were never particularly ample. 

♦ “ Another piece of grandeur they (th<i corporatiov) had, wliich is now almost entirely forgotten. That is, 
tlie baililfs, and afterwards the mayor, had a chaplain, styled the general oj^ common preacher, or lecturer: 
and the first was about the year He was generally some noted preacher from Cambridge, chosen 

during the plea.sure of the bailiiis, or mayor and commonalty ; and presented to, approved, and l^ensed, by 
the bishop of London. His business was, to ]iro|ch on Sundays in the afternoon, Wednesdays in the forenoon, 
on the greater festivals, and on the fast and fair da>'s, coronation days, at elections, gaol deliveries, — The 
last of these general preachers was Dr. John Ed wards, \’hosen in 1700, — “Their maintenance was firsf by 
subscription ; but, in 1576, a salary of 'H/f. per annum, ^yable quarterly by the chamberlain, was settled upon 
them. In 1593, it was increased to y)0 marks ; viz. 501, by patent, and \6i 13<. 4d. by subscription. To 
that, in 1610, an addition of 10^. was made for a house. In 1620, the salary was raised to 100/., besides 10/. 
for a house. In 1662, it was reduced to 501. ; but, in 1663, an addition of 10/. was made thereto; ;md in 
1668, another addition of 10/. — At length the office of a general preacher dwindled into a few sirmons, 
preached by some of the' clergy in the town, at the election aiM swearing of a mayor, Stc." — Moroni, 
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At the dissolution of the monasteriesj the site and revenues^ valued then at 
113/. 12s. 8d. were granted by Henry the Eighth to Sir Thomas Audley, Knt., 
lord chancellor of England: it afterwards passed through various hands, until it 
became a brew-house; in which occupation it has continued from the time of 
Mr. Morant to the present period. 

Dr. Samuel Harsnet who was a prelate very eminent for learning, was born in 
St. Botolph-street, in this parish. He was the son of William Harsnet, or Hasnothe, 
a baker. He was sent to Cambridge, and admitted of King’s College, in 1576. 
In 1586, he was chosen master of the free-school in Colchester, but retained that 
situation little more than a year and a half. Being instituted, in June, 1597, to the 
vicarage of Chigwell, Essex,* he successively acquired other church preferments, until 
at length, in I 6 O 9 , he was elected bishop of Chichester ; and, ten years afterwards, 
was translated to the see of Norwich. But being branded as an arminian by the 
puritans, he underwent some trouble from the persecutions of that sect; and in 
May, 1624, was accused by the commons, at a conference, of several misde- 
meanours. Upon the death of George Montaigne, archbishop of York, in 1628, 
he was translated to the vacant see, and was enthroned April 23, 1629. He died 
May 18, 1631, and was buried in Chigwell Church. 

The theatre of Colchester is in that part of Queen-street which lies within the 
limits of the parish of St. Botolph. It is a plain building, sufficiently large to be 
convenient. The performers are of the Norwich company, and commence their 
season here a little before Christmas.* 

The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of nine hundred and sixty-four 
males, and one thousand one hundred and sixty-six females ; total, two thousand one 
hundred and thirty. 

ST. Giles’s. 

« • 

St. Giles’s parish is«bounded, on the north and west, by St. Botolph’s, and parts 
of Holy Trinity, St. Mary’s, and Stanway ; on the south, by parts of Layer de la Hay, 
Berechurch, and East^Donyland; and on the east, by the last-mentioned parish, by 
the river Colne, and the Hithe. .Its extent into the country is considerable. 

The Old Hythe is a hdmlet in this parish, where merchandise used to be brought, 
before tjhe New Hithe, in St. Leonard’s parish, was made a more convenient harbour. 

The, abbey, dedicated to the honour of Christ and John the Baptist, was one of the 
princely works of Eudo Dapifer, the fourth son of Hubert de Rie, servant and 

* The old theatre behind the Moot-hall, was built 'a 1764 ; on which occasion, eight gentlemen of the town 
subscribed 1001. each, and, with the proprietors of the Norwich company, completed the undertaking. In 
1810, this house being found too small, was disposed of, and the new theatre erected. It was completed and 
opened in 1812 ; the expense amounting to nearly 3,0001. This house will conveniently accomodate one thou- 
sand two hundred persons, and contains about 1601. Toward the street there are several good rooms, one of 
which, intended for an auction-room, measures forty feet by twenty. 
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favourite of William the Conqueror, who also showed an e(}ual regard for the son, c h a i*. 
and made him his steward. lie was yet more eminently distinguished by the next - 
succeeding monarch, William Rufus, who, in gratitude for important services, loaded Abbey!” ^ 
Eudo with favours. The town of Colchester had suffered much from the oppressive 
system of government pursued by the Conqueror, and having formed a good opinion 
of the character of the favourite, desired to put themselves under his protection, and 
receive him as their governor. Eudo made this town the place of his residence, and 
is said to have built the castle, the moot-hall, and the ancient house opposite, bearing 
the date of 1090, which tradition reports to have been his residence. For the site of 
this monastery, he selected a pleasant eminence south of the town, on which stood the 
little dwelling, or hermitage, of one Siric, a pr^st, and a wooden church, dedicated to 
St. John the Evangelist, and famed for miraolcs.* Accordingly, on the ^th of 
August, 1096, the g!;ound was marked out, in presence of Maurice, bfshop of London, 
who highly applauded the design ; and, tlie year following, after Easter, Eudo him- 
self laid the first stone. But difficulties occurred in the establishing of monks in the 
new convciut ; and disputes arose between the two at first sent from Rochester, and their 
tw'o successors from the same place, and Eudo; chiefly owing to the inability of 
ICudo, during a temporary disgrace he sustjiined with Henry 1., to settle revenue? 
upon his foundation. He even began to repent, and to wish he hatl^ never thought 
of his monastery.” However, Stephen, abbot of York, at length provided him, to 
his great joy, with thirteen monks, of whom one was to govern under the title of 
provost or prior, and, in process of time, to be ordained abbot. The building was 
then carried on with renewed vigour, under the direction of William, a priest, nephew 
to the founder, Avho spared ncitlier ])ains nor money in furthering the undertaking. 
Meanwhile, the monks lived agreeably to the strictness of their order, the Benedic- 
tine ; and, at last, Hugh, one of the thirteen, was chosen abbot, and consecrated by 
Bishop Maurice about the year 1104: after which, tlie nunjber of the monks was gra- 
dually increased, until it amounted to twenty. The churcli Whs consecrated on the 
lOtii of January, and muinficently endowed by the founder, and other devout persons, 
whose grants were offered upon the altar. Eudo, on his death, 4)esides an additional 
manor, bequeathed to his monastery a hundred pounds in money, “ his gold ring with 
a topaz, a standing cup with a cover adorned with plates of gold, together with his 
horse and mule.” He died at the castle of Preaux, in Normandy; and, agreeably to 
his desire, was conveyed to Englancf, and buried in this abbey on the ^8th of 
February, llJiJO. His wife was Rohaise, daughter of Richard, son of Gilbert, eaH 
of Eu, by his wife Rohaise,^ sister to Walttr Giffard, earl of Buckingham. They 
had only one daughter, Margaret, married to William de Mandeville, whose son, 

Geofrey de Mandeville, was stcAvard of Normandy, and advanced by King Stephen 

* “ On dark nights, heavenly lights were often seen there, ^and voices praising God !)eard, when no one 
was within.”— Marant. 
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St John’s valued at .523/. 17 j?. Orf. ; which sdtn, small as it was in proportion to the actual 
Abbey. value, Speed, by a very unaccountable mistake, renders at only 8/. Is. 8cL 

This once famous monastery is now so totally demolished, that, with the exception 
of the stately gateway, scarcely a vestige of it can be discovered. A porter’s lodge, it 
is true, adjoins the gateway ; a part of the monastic oifices, on the west, is converted 
into a barn ; and the garden-walls are sufficiently entire to mark the area they 
described, comprehending about fourteen acres. But of the general outline of the 
buildings, tradition even will not furnish us with an idea ; and the very spot where the 
spacious church of the abbey stood is not certainly known. It is generally believed, 
however, that this structure stood sojith-east of the gateway; and a drawing in 
the Cottonian Library, taken before the suppression of the monasteries, fortunately 
affords us its ‘‘south prospect.'’ F/om this we may observe, thjit it was in the usual 
Gothic form of a cross ; that it liad transepts ; and a low square tower at their inter- 
section with the nave and chancel, -i^rom the centre of this tower arose a short 
circular spire, with four others af its angles, all surmounted with a ball and cross. 
Tliis tower was turreted, as was one of the two round towers placed at the angles of 
the west end. I?qually as regards uniformity and elegance of proportions, the abbey 
church appear, s to have been infinitely exceeded by its rival, St. Botolph’s Priory ; 
yet, had it been permitted to remain to our day, the structure would have presented 
us with a very curious example of Gothic architecture in the twelfth and early part of 
the thirteenth century. In the lancet windows of the chancel, and central tower ; in 
the detached (|uatrefoils dispersed over the building ; and in the more spacious lights, 
simply mullioned, and slightly canopied, of what seems to have been a south aisle ; we 
discern the early and successive stages of our ecclesiastical style: witile in the 
perfectly castellated fornj of the almost windowlcss round tower at the south-west 
angle, we may remark ife difficulty with which our ancestors se})arated, even from 
their religious edifices,* some notions of a or defensible refuge, in cases of extre- 
mity.* The gateway is evidently of much more recent date *b.ni the abbey church. 
The carved w’ork tlult overruns its front, and the figmes of angels, &c. surmounting 
its portals ; the crocketed ])itinacles, S(|uarc heads to the windows, and niches 
elegantly canopied, seem to point to its probable erection at as late a period as the 
begiiiiiing, or perhaps even as the middle, of tlic fifteenth century. The material is 
hewif stone and flint, without any mixture of Roman brick ; a circumstance that 
would alon<‘ bespeak its comparatively ^modern era. Every one will observe, that, 
commandingly as it stands at the upi^eii part of St.‘ .Jqhn’s-grecn, (a situation wdiich 
overlooks the greater part of Colchester,) it must have formed a noble and striking 
entrance to the monastery. The abbot of St. .lohn’s w^as one of the tw^enty-eight in 


• Cromwcirs ^listury of Colchester. 
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England who enjoyed the privileges of wearing a mitre, and of sitting in the upper chap. 
house of parliament. He was distinguished by the high style of, liy the G^'ace of 
Gorf, and, By Divine Permission. The abbey itself was invested with very high 
privileges : for it had full jurisdiction in determining causes in all the lands adjoining 
the monastery ; and the same honour, liberty, and laws, as had the church of St. 

Peter at Westminster ; by which latter distinction is to be understood, that it was 
exempt from all episcopal arid other jurisdiction ; free from suits of counties and hun- 
dreds, from sheriff’s aids, and amerciaments of counties ; from pleas of forest, waste, 
and reward; as well as from passage, pontage, warnage, burg-penny, aver-penny, 
ward-penny, danegelt, &c. ; with many other privileges and immunities, compre- 
hended in the charter granted by Richard 1. This abbey had also the privilege of 
sanctuary.* John Beche, the last abbot, was one of the three distinguished by the John 
mitre, (the two others being of Glastonbury and Reading,) who had the boldness to 
refuse a surrender, or to subscribe to the king’s supremacy : for his contumacy he 
was hanged at Colchester, December 1, 1539. Henry granted a lease of the site of 
this abbey to Sir Thomas Darcy, Knt. ; from whom, after one or two intermediate 
possessors, it passed into the Lucas family, who were of great antiquity in this neigh- 
bourhood. John Lucas, Esq., the purchaser of the monastery, converted its remains 
into a noble seat ; which continued the residence of the family till its demolition by 
the parliamentarian party, to whom the Lucases were opposed. J*ohn Lucas, of Lucas 
Birch, and Hugh Lucas, of the same parish, arc mentioned in the oath book, in the * * § ®™**y- 
years IS3U and 1339. John Lucas proved a will in 1348, and was one of the bailiffs 
of Colchester in 1370 and 1371 ; and Giles Lucas was one of the gentry of this 
county returned by the commissioners in 1433.f This family is derived, by the 
heralds, fron\ Edmund Fitz-Lucas, Esq., who, in 1360, married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir John Morieux ; John Fitz-Lucas, his son, manied the daughter of Walter 
Brampton, of Brampton ; J his son was the father of Thomas, servant, secretary, and 
one of the council of Jasper, duke of Bedford, in 1421. § John Fitz-Lucas was the 
father of Thomas Fitz-Lucas, of Saxham, in Suffolk, living in 1460, and who 
married, in 1489, Elizabeth, the daughter of — Keymes, of Ki^land, in Wales ; liis 
daughter Elizabeth was married #o — Ayfcfi’, of l^s§cx, solicitor to King Henry the 
Seventh: his eldest son, Jasper, was of Saxham. Henry, tlib second son of Thomas, 
mari’ied the daugliter of Edmund Green, of St. Edmundsbury : his eldest son, 

Edmund, married Frances, daughter of Thomas Nevil, Esq., of Essex, by^Mary, 

• The arms of St. John’s Abbey weA% ar. a cross,^guIes; over all, an escarbunclc sable, all within a 
bordure, or. 

f Fuller’s Worthies of England — Essex, p. .3^8. 

t Arms of Brampton. Gules, a saltier between four pole-axes. or. 

§ Fuller's Worthies of England— Essex, p. 340. 
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K(JOK H. daughter of Sir Thomas Tey, of Old Holt, in Birch. John Lucas, the third son of 
Thomas Lucas and Elizabeth Keymes, was town-clerk of Colchester, and master of 
the Court of Requests to King Edward the Sixth. He was the purchaser of the site 
of St. John’s Abbey, of Sir Francis Jobson. His first wife was Mary, daughter of — 
Abel, by whom he had Thomas, who was knighted. By his second wife, Elizabeth, 
daughter of George Christmas, he had John, and Margaret, wife of Thomas Penny, 
M.D. John lived at Ramsey, and married Margaret, daughter of Christopher 
Roydon, of Roy don Hall, in Ramsey. John Roydon, Edward, Edmund, and Chris- 
topher, were his sons, and of his three daughters, Elizabeth was the wife of Robert 
Darcy, of Tiptree. John Lucas, son of the last named John, married Margaret, 
daughter of Sir John Bruis, and had Alexander, Thomas, and Anne. Sir Thomas 
Lucas \''is sheriff of Essex, in 1568;* and recorder of Colchester, in 1575. He 
married Mary, .daughter of Sir John* Fermor, Knt., by whom he had Thomas ; 
John, who died in 1651; Anne; Constantia; and another daughter. Sir Thomas 
died in 1611, and his lady in 1613: they were both buried in St. Giles’s church. 
Their son, Sir Thomas Lucas, was sheriff of Essex in 1617 ; f his son Thomas, by 
his wife Elizabeth, daughter of John Leighton, gent., of London, was born before 
marriage, and was knighted by King Charles the First. Sir Thomas had by his 
wife, after marriage, John, Charles, Mary, wife of Peter Killegrew ; Elizabeth, wife 
William Waltet; Anne, Catherine, and Margaret, second wife of William Cavendish, 
duke of Newcastle. Sir Thomas died in 1625. Sir John, his heir, for advocating the 
cause of King Charles the First, was seized and imprisoned ; and his elegant house at 
St, John’s plundered by the mob, in 161*2. Being released from prison, he served 
his royal master in all he could, and was present at the battle of Lostwithiel, Newbury, 
and several others ; in consideration of , which, he was advanced, in ^lOll*, to the 
degree of a baron of the realm, by the title of Lord Lucas, of Shenfield, in Essex ; 
with limitation of that dignity, in defect of male issue, to Sir Charles Lucas, Knt., 
his younger brother; ^nd his heirs male ; with remainder to Sir Thomas Lucas, 
Knt., his other brother, and his heirs male. This Lord John Lucas married Anne, 
dafighter of Sir Christopher Nevil, Knt., of Newton St. Lo, in Somersetshire, by 
whom he had a son, John, who died }oung, and a daughter, Mary, married to 
Anthony, earl of Kent. ' Her father procured from King Charles the Second letters- 
patent, conferring on her the title of Baroness Lucas, of Crudwell, in Wiltshire, and 
the title of Baron Lucas, of the same place, upon her male heirs ; and in defect of such 
nuile heirs, the title should not be suspecided, but enjoyed by such of the daughters 
and coheirs as other indivisible inheritances by the common law of this realm are 
usually possessed. John Lord Lucas died in 1672, and his lady Anne died in 1660; 
both are buried in St. Giles’s church. From defect of surviving offspring, the 
• Fuller’s Worthies of England. — Essex, p. 345. t Ibid. 
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title of Lord Lucas> of Sheniield, devolved to Charles, son and heir^ of Sir Thomas 
Lucas, of Lexden, Knt. Sir Charles Lucas, younger brother of John Lord Lucas, 
was bred to arms, under the Prince of Orange, in the Low Counti ies. Being one of the 
best commanders of horse King Charles had, he displayed great bravery in the royal 
cause in various places, particularly in defence of this town ; after the taking of which 
he was shot, by order of Lord Fairfax. He died without issue.* 

The church of St. Giles is near the north-west corner of St. John’s garden, not far 
from the site of \;he abbey church. It has a nave, chancel, and north aisle ; and the 
entire edifice is in an excellent state of repair. In a vault under the north aisle, 
which belonged to the noble family of Lui*as, lie interred the remains of Sir Charles 
Lucas, and his companion in arms and in death, Sir George Lisle ; their bodies 
having been conveyed here after their exjcution,^and buried in a very private manner. 
When their funeral was afterwards magnificentl3i» solemnized, a slab •of black marble 
was placed over the vault, and the following inscription cut upon it, which is in large 
and deep characters : 

Under this marble ly the bodies of the two most valiant captains, Sir Charles Lucas, and 
Sir George Lisle, Knights, whi) for their eminent lioyalty to their Soverain, were on the 28th 
day of August, 1648, by the command of Sir Thomas Fairfax, the General of the Parliament 
army, in cold blood barbarously murdered/* 

Margaret, the younger sister of Sir Charles Lucas, was the second wife of William 
(Cavendish, duke of Newcastle, distinguished for his attachment to the royal cause ; 
this connexion might be a chief reason why Fairfax singled Sir Charles from among 
the other prisoners to undergo so rigorous a sentence. Margaret appears to have 
been worthy of distinction, as the following inscription, in Westminster Abbey, may 
seem to indicate. She lies buried beside her lord. 

“ Here lie the loyal duke of Newcastle and his duchess, his second wife, by whom he had 
no issue. Her name was Margaret Lucas, youngest sister to Lord Lucas, of Colchester, a 
noble family, for all the brothers were valiant, and all the sisters virtuous. This duchess was 
a wise, witty, and learned lady, which her many books do well testify. She was a most vir- 
tuous and loving and most careful wife, and was with her lord all the ^ime of his banishment 
and miseries, and when he came homtf never pafted from him in his solitary retirements.’* 

An eulogy, considering the various fortunes of the duke of Newcastle, indicating 
the greatest perfections, insomuch, that it is not wonderful the greatest of his notions 
have given way to her merit ; that the fnscription should but scarce m*ention his 4iame, 
but hasten to relate her virtues. 

There is a tradition in Colchester, that Gei>rge Villiers, duke of Buckingham, who 
married Lord Fairfax’s only daughter, finding that this epitaph reflected upon the 
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memory of his. father-in-law, applied to Charles the Second to have it erased. The 
king mentioned the duke’s desire to Lord Lucas ; when his lordship replied, that he 
would readily obey his majesty’s commands, provided his majesty would allow an inscrip- 
tion to be placed instead of it, to the following effect : — “ That Sir Charles Lucas 
and Sir George Lisle were barbarously murdered for their loyalty to King Charles^ 
the First ; and that his son, King Charles the Second, ordered the memorial of their 
loyalty to be erased.” Upon this just reproof, it is said, the king, instead of ordering 
the inscription to be destroyed, gave directions for the characters to be cut deeper. 

The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of six hundred and ten males, and 
seven hundred and sixteen females ; total, one thousand three hundred and twenty-six. 

ST. MARY MAGDALEN. 

St. Mary Magilalcn’s parish is the ^smallest in Colchester ; the houses lying in Mag- 
dalen street and the Green : it consists of not more than fifty acres of land. The church, 
on the north side of Magdalen-green, is a very small building, tiled. The little chan- 
cel, which is modern, is of brick. The west end, and its wcoden turret, were damaged 
by lightning in 1739, but have been repaired. The hospital, dedicated to St, Mary 
Magdalen, was founded by command of Henry the First, under the direction of Kudo, 
liis steward, for the reception of leprous and infirm people : besides other endowments, 
it had the tithes of St. John’s abbey, which were distributed to the poor, in bread, 
beer, and meat, in certain portions every day. Several of our early monarchs were 
their benefactors ; but, in the reign of Edward the First, Adam de Campes, abbot of 
St. John’s, withheld their tithes, and a pension of six pounds a year granted them by 
Henry the First out of the convent’s manor of Brightlingsea ; and having artfully 
desired to see their charter, committed it to the flames. Not content witli which, he 
took away their common seal, compelled them to swear obedience to him, and turned 
such as refused this homage out of their dwellings. The poor brethren applied to 
parliament,- however,* for redress, and were reinstated. On the general destruction of 
hospitals in Edward the Sixth’s reign, this underwent the common fate. But it does 
not appear to have b^en immediately granted away ; for, in the year 1558, it was held 
by Bonner, bishop of London, in frce-alnii. After'Ci^ards, some of the lands belonging 
to it were irrecoverably lost; and the chapel of the hospital entirely demolished. 
However, in the year 1610, James the First refounded the institution, under the title 
of “The college or hospital of King Jambs within the suburbs of the town of 
Colchester restoring all the lands, revenues, and possessions, settled upon it by the 
original founder, and making the regulations following respecting it : — That it should 
consist of a master, and five poor persons, single or married ; that the master should 
have the cure of the souls of the parishioners of St. Mary Magdalen, and pay each of 
the said five poor persons fifty-two shillings a year, at the four terms of the year, by 
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equal portions ; that the poor persons, chosen by the master, should remain for life, c- ii A f. 
unless removed by him for a reasonable cause ; that the master and poor persons should — *' 
form a body corporate, and have a common seal, &c. The visitor is the lord 
chancellor, or lord keeper of the great seal, who has the gift of the mastership. The 
inasters of this hospital are often mentioned in the records of the town, but seldom by 
name, so that little can be known respecting them : but we have historical notice of* 

Gabriel Honeyfold, D.D. vicar of Ardley, who was master at the commencement of 
the civil wars of tlie seventeenth century, and who “ had his house rifled by tlie mob 
of all its furniture ; his bills, bonds, and evidences taken away ; and not a shelf left 
behind, nor a pin to hang his hat on.”* On which occasion, the parish register was 
destroyed, and other memorials undoubtedly lost. The present master, the Rev. 

John Robert Sinythies, A.M. erected, on the .site of the old hospital, the brick 
buildings in which tl\e five widows now reside. 

The barracks, on the southern side of Magdalen-street, were pulled down at the Barraiks. 
close of the late war, except a few of the officers’ houses. A very small military party 
has, however, been continued at a place called the new barracks, not far distant. Tlie 
town of Colchester was considerably afJccted by the breaking up of this establishment, 
which had, for a series of years, contributed to the support of the tradespeople and 
many of the labouring inhabitants. 

The popidation of this parish, in 1821, amounted to two hundred and thirty-one Population, 
males, and two hundred and forty females ; total, four hundred and seventy-one. 

ST. Leonard’s, or tjie hitiie. 

St. Leonard's, or the Hitlie, is a small parish, named from its church, dedicated to Tin* Hithe. 
St. Leonard, and the Saxon signifying a harbour, as it constitutes the harbour 
of Colchester. It has, on the west and south, St. Mary Magdalen's, Si. James’s, St. 

Botolph’s, and St. Giles's ; on the east, Greenstead ; and St. Botolph's and St. 

James’s, on the north. The 1 lithe gives all its present conseqftfince to this parish, 
being that from which it ifequired the name and honours of a port, though distant 
eight or nine miles from the German sea : f the chief magistrate yas originally style*d 
2 )orlrecve,X This harbour {ippeart to hav^? been very early frequented, though we 
have no exact account of its formation, or of the time at wliicli the old Hithe fell into 
disuse ; but records of the date of 127G, being the most ancient court-rolls of thc^town 
extant, mention the present harbour by name ; and it appears, from ail account taken 
in the seventeenth of Richard the Second, thati seventy-two vessels entered it from thi» 

* Morant. 

t The tide flows here from live lo seven leciar a neaji, aim iroiii nine to ten feet at a spring-tide. 

X The arms of the town, as a port, are a raven ; and the sealafflxed in 1348 to the foundation -deed ofJosej^h 
Elianore's chantry, (the most considerable of the ten institutions of this kind founded in the*tiines of Ronii.<h 
superstition in Colchester,) bears this bird, with the inscription round it, sigii.l. cvstod. pout, collcfst. 
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ties, and acts of the legislature, have passed for the cleansing, widening, and deepening 
of the channel and river, and for the maintenance of the haven, from time to time. 
Duties payable to the corporation, upon the import and export of commodities, were 
very early exacted, and their proceeds directed to be applied to these purposes. \ 
water-bailiff was appointed to collect the dues ; but of late years, the duties of that 
officer have chiefly respected the oyster-dredgers, whose licenses for dredging issue 
from the corporation. Vessels of from one hundred to one hundred-and-fifty tons bur- 
den can unload at the quay, but few exceed one hundred tons. At Wivenhoe, which 
is nearer the sea, and perhaps is most properly the port of Colchester, the burden is 
frequently three hundred tons. The goods imported are sundries, chiefly in exchange 
for corn jind flour. Newcastle coaids an article of considerable import ; it is brought 
in lighters from*\Vivcnhoe to the Hithe, and pays a duty of one ^shilling per ton to the 
paving-act commissioners of the borough, upon whom, by an act passed in 1811, de. 
volves the superintendence of the cleansing and maintenance of the harbour. The 
tonnage imposed by the same act on all ships and vessels entering or leaving the 
channel, varies from twopence to one shilling : it is received by the collector of the 
customs, for the commissioners, in aid of the same purposes. Small craft formerly 
navigated the river up to East Bridge, but this practice has been many years disconti- 
nued. At New Quay, about a quarter of a mile nearer Wivenhoe, pleasure yachts, &c. 
are built for noblemen and others : one of these, lately constructed for the marquis of 
Anglesea, is considered one of the finest vessels of its kind in the kingdom. A foot- 
nriiliff. bridge was first erected at the Hithe, about the year 1406-7, by consent of the bailiffs 
and council of Colchester ; who covenanted with the builders that its width should 
not exceed eighteen inches, that it should never be made passable for horse or cart, 
that if it proved of prejudice to the town it should be immediately demolished, and that 
it should not hinder the navigation to East Bridge. Such was the cautious policy of 
the town's ancient authorities. But more liberal ideas prevailing in 1473, a bridge, 
adapted to the passage of men, horses, and carriages, was then first built ; and the 
present structure succeeded it in 1737 : it is a very plain erection of brick, having 
three arches. All the bridges are now *kept up 'by the corporation, though assess- 
ments for their repairs were anciently made upon the several parishes. The pontage 
at orto time yielded a considerable profit, but was relinquished witli a view to the 
general benefit of those occupied in commercral pursuits. 

Church. St. lieonard’s church consists of a have, two aisles, and a chancel, spacious, and 
well-proportioned. The roof of the nave and side aisle, s are described by Mr. Morant, 
as “ of exquisite workmanship ; the roof of the chancel wainscoted, and on the boards, 
painted figures of the Patriarchs, or ancestors of Jesus Christ, according to his 
genealogy in St. Matthew and St. Luke.” Nothing of this now appears ; but an 
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inscription informs us that the edifice was repaired in 1815; when ^le wainscoting chap. 
spoken of was removed, being in a state of irreparable decay. 

The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of four hundred and nineteen Population, 
males, and four hundred and twenty-five females ; total, eight hundred and forty-four. 

GOVERNMENT, &c., OF COLCHESTER. 

Colchester is believed to have been governed under the Conqueror, and his early Goveru- 
succcssors, by a* portreeve, or, as it is also written, portgrave. And this form of 
government continued as long as it remained a demesne of the crown. But when it 
came to be let in fee-farm to the burgesses, particularly by Richard the First, they 
were permitted to choose bailiffs from their own body, and a jitsticier to administer 
justice within the burgh. 

In the forty-sixth of Edward the I'hird, the forms observed in the election of officers Mode- of 
were these. 'Fhe whole commonalty chose four “ sufficient men,” (afterwards termed 
headmen,) one from each ward,* *^of good conversation, and who had never been 
bailiffs ; ” and these, being sworn, elected five more from each ward, who likewise Tliini. 
had never been bailiffs, making, together with themselves, twenty-four. Two at least, 
of every five thus chosen, were to be of the common council. After taking an oath, 
the twenty-four proceeded to the election of two bailiffs; and this election always took 
place ill Michaelmas week. They next elected eight alderman, also called auditors ; 
and two chamberlains, anciently styled Receivers. There w^erc also a town-clerk and 
three scrgejuits. In Michaelmas week, the bailiffs and aldermen chose sixteen of 
“ the wisest and most understanding people in the burgh,” who, with the bailiffs and 
aldermen, had the management of the burgh’s affairs, and were empowered to make 
constitutions and ordinances. They were to meet in assembly at least four times 
a year. And if any burgess had a proposition to make, he was to deliver it to the 
bailiffs in writing, and receive an answer at the next; assembly.^ 

Edward the Fourth, in his charter, directed the bailiffs aritl aldermen, and the EJwardthe 
above-mentioned sixteen persons, to choose sixteen other persons, four from each 
ward, to be a common council, wdth ‘‘ power to make reasoijable ordinances and 
constitutions for the good of the burgh.* The fir^st sixteen were styled primum 
concilium; and the latter secundum concilium. It was further directed, that the 
bailiffs for the time being, together with some lawyer, afterwards called a rej;order, 
and four burgesses, chosen and nominated on the same day and in fhe same ipanner 

* Colchester is divided into four wards: — 1. Head-ward, comprel’.ending the parishes of St Mary at the 
Walls, Lexdcn, Holy Trinity, and parts *)f St. Uunwah^'s and St. Giles’s. 2. South-ward, — St. Botolph’s, 

St Mary Magdalen’s, Bercchurch, and part of St Giles’s. 3. North- ward, — St Peter’s, St Martin’s, 

St Nicholas’s, part of St. Uunwald’s, and Mile-end. 4. East-ward, — All Saints, St James’s, St Leonard’s 
and Greenstead. 

t Cromwell’s History of Colchester, p. 265. 
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as the bailiffs, fshould be keepers of the peace within the burgh. It is upon record, 
that four claviers, (or keepers of the keys of the town-chest,) and two coroners, were 
elected as early as the reign of Henry the Fourth. 

Hie second charter of Charles the First, directed the choice of a mayor and nine 
other aldermen, sixteen assistants, (who answered to primum concilium^ sixteen 
common councilmcn, (secundum concilium J a high steward, a recorder, and a 
common clerk. Charles the Second’s first charter ordered that there should be 
twelve aldermen, including the mayor, eighteen assistants, and eighteen common 
councilmen. 1 1 is second charter limited the number of assistants and common 
councilmcn to fifteen of each. James the Second yet more curtailed the corporation 
of its official members : for he directed that there should be but ten aldermen, 
(including the mayor,) ten assistants, ,and ten common councilmen. The charter 
of William and ‘Mary, and the lefter-patent of George the Third, confirmed the 
first charter of Charles the Second in respect to the number. 

'riic present officers of the corporation are, a mayor, higli steward, recorder, four 
justices, eleven aldermen, (exclusive of the mayor,) a town clerk, eighteen assistants, 
eighteen common councilmen, a chamberlain, two coroners, four claviers, four high 
constables, four sergeants at mace, a water bailiff, crier, borough gaoler, corn inspector, 
treasurer, an inspector of hides, a clerk of the market, and billet-master. The annual 
officers arc elected on the Monday after the decollation of John the Baptist; that is, 
on the first Monday after the 2{Hh of August. The mayor is thus elected : such of 
the free burgesses as pay scot and lot, or the major part of them, in common hall 
assembled, nominate and return two iildermcn to the bench of aldermen; who, retiring 
into the council-room, choose one of the two to be mayor for the year ensuing. 

The free burgesses next elect from themselves four head-men, one from each ward; 
who, being sworn, nominate five other free burgesses from each ward, of whom two 
must be of the common council f and these also being sworn, and making, with the 
heJid-mcn, twenty-foiiV “in all, proceed to the election of four justices of peace, two 
coroners, four claviers, a chamberlain, and four sergeants at mace. These are sworn 
on Michaelmas-day. The new mayor, and preceding year’s mayor, arc at the same 
time sworn justices of the peace. * 

I’^or the management of the affairs of the borough, courts have been always held 
in the Moot-hall. The charter of Edward the Fourth, and the second (charter of 

I 

• “ When vacancies liappcn, they arc thus filled the vacancy occur in tlie common council, the resident 
free burgesses, paying scot and lot, nominate two persons from their own number, one of whom, the mayor, 
aldermen, assistants, and the rest of the common council for the time being, choose for the vacant office of 
common councilman. If tlu; vacancy be among the assistants, the same scottant and lottant burgesses 
choose one from iluj common council. If the vacancy be among the aldermen, ^ the same burgesses nominate 
two of the assistants ; and the mayor, the rest of the aldermen, the rest of the assistants, and the common 
council choose one of these two to fill the vacancy.’*— 'CrowweW, p. 267 . 
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Charles the First, directed that they should be held for personal pleas, processes, c H A r. 
actions, &c., on Mondays and Thursdays in every week; for pleas of lands and — ~ — 
tenements, every Monday fortnight ; and for matters relating to the admiralty 
jurisdiction, every Thursday. 

Assemblies are held in the Moot-hall, by the mayor, high steward, recorder, Assem- 
aldernien, assistants, and common council, upon every important occasion, such 
as the election ^of officers, the enacting of by-laws, &c. It is necessary to the 
validity of any act, ordinance, constitution, &c., passed at any assembly, that 
twenty-five of its members should be present. The books of assemblies, in 
which every order, constitution, &c. is minuted, form, with the court rolls, and 
the oath book, a series of curious and ancient records. They are not, how- 
ever, complete ; many records and instrument^ having been lost : in particular, 
the letters-patent of, Henry the First, with all the rolls of the reign of Henry the 
Seventh. 

The ancient common seal of the mayor and free burgesses, or, agreeably to the Common 
inscription, of the bailiffs and commonalty, (it being of the date when the chief 
magistracy of the town was, by charter, vested in two bailiffs,) is of brass. A figure 
seated under a canopy represents St. Helena holding a cross ; below arc the arms 
of the town, and on either side of her those 'of St. George and England. The 
inscription around this side of the seal is: sioillv: communk: baliavoru : & com- 
MUNiTATTs: viLLKi DOMUM : REGIS! coLCESTRiK. The rcvcrsc appears to represent 
one of the ancient gates of Colchester, and the inscription is : intravit : me : in : 
quoddam: castellum: et: niuber: exceimt : illum. The smaller seal of the 
corporation, which is of silver, and about half the size of the other, was. that used 
officially by the bailiffs, and is now commonly called the mayor’s seal of office : like 
the larger seal, it bears a figure of St. Helena, but seated in the upper part of a gate, 
with towers on each side of her. An ornamental, scroll forms an outer circle to the 
inscri])tion. As a mayor was substituted for bailiffs in the yeaM635, by Charles the 
First, these seals must certainly have been executed prior to that period. 

"I’he Regalia of the corporation are : I. The mayor’s mace, silver gilt, whicli is Kei^alia oi 
the largest in England, except thfit of Bristol. Mermaids, and other figures allusive 
to the exclusive right to the fishery belonging to the town* are curiously embossed 
upon it. 2 , The banner which bears the arms of Colchester, and is carried Jiefore 
the mayor and corporation at tlie proclamation of a fair; and in tin? excursion down 
the river Colne, to hold a court of conservancy. 3. The gold chain worn by the 
mayor.* 4. Very curious anjtiqu'e maces of |ilvcr, canied by the sergeants. 5. The 


• This was given to the mayor and corporation by Mr. Leonard Ellington, in 1765. 4Iis letter on tlie 
occasion is preserved among the town records, and is as follows : — « 'Po 
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silver oyster, used by the water bailiff, to regulate the size of oysters permitted to be 
caught. G. A silver key, worn by the treasurer. 7. The mayor’s silver admission 
ticket to the theatre. 8. The silver cup used at the election of the mayor ; it holds 
more than a gallon, and is about one hundred and fifty years old : it is inscribed, 
‘‘The gift of Abraham Johnson, Esq., to the Corporation of Colchester.” 9. The 
silver oar of the water bailiff. 

Colchester is a borough by prescription, having sent members to parliament 
earlier even than the city of London ; namely, from the twenty-third of Edward the 
First. * The returns were formerly indorsed on the sheriff’s precept ; but since the 
twenty-third of Henry the Sixth, they have been made by indenture between the 
bailiffs (latterly the mayor) and the sheriff of the county. The bailiffs affixed their own 
seals, or the seal of tlieir office, till April 19, IGGO ; when it was agreed, that the inden- 
ture should be scaled with the common seal of the mayor and commonalty. The right 
of electing is in the mayor, aldermen, cassistants, common council, and free burgesses 
not receiving alms. There are three ways by which burgesses acquire their freedom, 
or right of voting: 1. By servitude; that is, by being legally bound to, and duly 
serving, a seven years’ apprenticeship within the borough with a free burgess. 2. 
By being the son, or grandson, of a free burgess ; though the grandson of a free 
burgess, whose father was born before the grandfather’s admission, docs not possess 
the right. 3. By being created a free burgess. Such creations formerly were usual ; 
the court rolls, oath books, and books of assemblies, containing numberless instances 
of foreigners admitted to be free burgesses, cither by way of honour, for certain sums 
of money paid to the corporation, or for services. 

The regular method of making forcignersf free, is to call a common floor of the 
free burgesses, who are summoned by proclamation of the sergeants in the several 
wards, by order of the mayor. If the free burgesses, in common floor, give consent 
to the admission of the fqrcigner, he may be admitted by the mayor, and is a good 
and legal freeman; it •the admission be opposed, recourse must be had to a poll. 
Observing the number of freemen anciently created, almost yearly, whose niimes are 
upon the rolls, or in the oath book, many of whom were born in distant parts of the 

“To Thomas Wilslurt*, Ksq., Mayor oY Colchoster, ^'London, December, 20, 1765. 

“Wortliy h'rifiid, 

“In g^ratefiil romembranco of many and continued favours I have received from my friends at 
“ ('olchester, and thyself in particular, I herewith send a chain, to be ])resented, with my best ros])ects, to 
“ the corporation, to be worn by the mayor. Am with the greatest esteem and regard, 

“Tliy obliged friend, 

“Leo. Ellington.” 

It 

♦ The first representatives of the city of London, upon record, were returned in the twenty-sixth of 
Edward the First. 

t Any person not possessing the franchise of any borough or city is termed a foreigner, though of 
British birth. 
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kingdom^ and in some instances even without the British dominions, we may be 
assured the honour thus conferred has been thought valuable, and granted at the 
express desire of such as obtained it. Nor is this to be wondered at, if we recollect 
the nature of the privileges and immunities granted by charter to the free burgesses 
of this corporation ; particularly that of exemption, all over England and its ports, 
from every species of imposition on the goods and merchandise of the freemen. 

The present number of free burgesses, resident and non-resident, probably exceeds 
fifteen hundred; but a large portion reside cither in other parts of the county of 
Essex, in London and its vicinity, or in the more remote districts of the kingdom. 
In default of bailiffs, or a mayor, the sheriff of Essex is the presiding officer. 

The present representatives for the borough of Colchester are, I). W. Harvey, and 
W. Mayhew, Esquires. 

The ccclesiasticsji government of Colchester* is comprised witlfin tlie diocese of 
London, and gives title to one of the five archdeaconries attached to that sec. 
The archdeaconry comprehends the deaneries of Colchester, Lexden, Tendring, 
William, Samford, and Newport.f 

Colchester gave title of viscount to the noble families of Darcy, of Chiche, and 
Savage: for, July 5, IG^l, Thomas, Baron Darcy, was created Viscount Colchester, 
(with a grant of 8/, out of the fee-farm of the town,) to him and his heirs male ; and, 
in default of such issue, to Sir Thomas Savage, of Rocksavage,* Bart, who had 
married his eldest daughter Elizabeth, and to their joint heirs. The same Thomas, 
Lord Dfircy, was advanced to the title of Earl Rivers, November 4, 1(>J^6: and dying 
February 21, IGdO, was succeeded in his titles, &c. by his grandson, John Savage, 
who was succeeded by his son Thomas, and, upon his death, by Richard Savage. 
Thomas died in September, 1694, and Richard, August 18, 1712, both without male 
issue ; so that the title of Viscount Colchester expired with the last-mentioned. But 
the honour was revived in the person of the present Lord Colchester, who was created 
Baron Colchester, of Colchester, in the county of Essex, JUne 3, 1817. Charles 
Abbot, Baron Colchester, of Colchester in Essex, was born at Abingdon, Berks, on 
the 14th of October, 1757; married, December 2J), 179G, Elisabeth, eldest dau«^Uer 
of Sir Philip Gibbs, Bart, of Spiliig Head, in the island of Barbadoes ; and has issue, 
Charles Abbot, a lieutenant in the royal navy, born Miircli 12, 1798, his lordship's 
heir-apparent; and Philip Henrv Abbot, born June 10, 1802. 


c H A \\ 
III. 


Present 

members. 


Ecclesiasti 
cal j^foveni 
ineiit. 


• It appears that the members of parliament for this borough took wagfs from their constituents* as late as 
Queen Elizabeth’s time. 

f By statue 26 Henry VIII., Cojehester was one those towns which were to be taken* and accepted 
for sees of bishop’s siitlVagan to be made in England. There were never more than two c«>ns(?cratcd for this 
place, who were William Moore, rector of West Tilbury and Bradwell, and vicar of Walden, consecrated 
October 20, 1536, who died in BHO; and John Sterne, B. D., vicar of Witham, consecrated November 
12, 1502, who died in February, 1607 . — CromweWs Colchester. 
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His lordship’s father, the Rev. John Abbot, D.D. rector of the parish of All Saints, 
Colchester, and some time fellow of Baliol College, Oxford, was born at Shaftesbury, 
and baptized there September 4, 1717. He died April ^9, 1760, having had issue, 
by Sarah his wife, daughter of Jonathan Farr, son of the Rev. Thomas Farr, M. A., 
vicar of Long Wittenham, Berks, (which Sarah married secondly, Jeremiah Bentham, 
Esq. who died September 27, 1809, aged seventy-six, and was buried in Westminster 
Abbey,) two sons; viz. John Farr Abbot, Esq. of the Inner Temple, London, who 
died without issue at York, September 22, 17.94, aged thirty-eight, and was buried in 
the catljedral church there, having married Mary Pearc(^ grand-daughter and surviving 
descendant of William Pearce, Esq. brother of Zachary, lord bishop of Rochester, 
and dean of Westminster, (which Mary died at Naples, December 11, 1793, and 
was buried in Westminster Abbey;) jnd Charles, the present Lord Colchester. His 
lordsliip was apjiointed, in 1801, to the offices of secretary of state, chief secretary to 
the lord-lieutenant of Ireland, and keejx^r of the privy seal in Ireland. He filled, 
with ability and judgment, the office of speaker of the house of commons, from 1802 
to 1817; and was representative in parliament for the university of Oxford, from 
1806 to 1817.* 

The trade of Colchester, except its shipping concerns, like most other inland towns, 
cliiefly consists in the supply of the agricultural classes of the neighbourhood with 
manufactures in return for the productions of the earth, and in the mutual interchange 
of the necessaries and luxuries of life among its own population. But, formerly, 
this town was remarkable for its successful cultivation of a particidar branch of the 
woollen manufactures, denominated the bjiy and say trade. Prior even to the 
statute of T^dward the Third, it appears that this staple of the nation was made into 
cloth in this and various other parts of the country. But the rise and establishment 
of the woollen manufacture in this kingdom were promoted by the statute of this 
monarch, in 13o3, which prohibits the exportation of w’ool ; and which has been fol- 
lowed by acts for the same purpose, from the twenty-fifth of Edward the Third, to the 
seventh of George the Second. This town, no doubt, in common with every place 
at which the trade w-is in a degree established, felt the beneficial efiects of the 
stimulus thus given : and, accordingly, both in the /cign of Edward the Third, and 
Richard the Second, repeated mention occurs, in the oath book and court rolls, of 
woolmongers, (;ardmakcrs, combers, clothiers, weavers, fullers, &c. ; giving evident 
proof of the existence of the clothing trade here, which from hence extended itself to 


♦ Arms of ^.ord Colchester. Gules, on a chevron, bctwetni three pears, or, as many crosses ragiily, azure ; 
the whole within a single tressure of the second. Crest: out of a ducal coronet, or, an unicorn’s head, ermine, 
armed, crined and tufted of the first, between six ostrich feathers, argent, quilled, or. Supporters : two unicorns, 
ermine, armed, unguled, crined and tufted or, gorged with a collar, azure, between two single tressiires, gules, 
and chain reflexed over their backs, or. Motto : “ Deo, patrite, amicis” — to God, my country, and my friends. 
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the neighbouring towns and villages, as Coggcshall, Dedham, Langham, and East c H A v. 
Bcrgholt. 

That branch of the trade called bay and say making was introduced by Dutch Ray and 
refugees, who settled at this and some other towns near our coasts in the reign of 
Elizabeth. Their number here was about two hundred; who, like theiV brethren, 
had fled from popish persecution in their own country. Although they approved 
themselves “ very honest, godly, civil, and well-ordered people,”* and were therefore 
well received by the authorities of the town, and encouraged in tlie pursuit of their 
occupation by the queen’s government ; yet, for some time after their arrival, they 
were subjected to molestations from the meaner and more ignorant part of the popu- 
lace, who refused to conform to the rules and constitutions established by them, and 
allowed by Elizabeth and her council, for thg better carrying on their business. In 
the succeeding reign. of James, the English weaVers of the place not only made com- 
plaints against them to the privy council, but indicted and presented them at two 
several quarter-sessions of the peace, for ‘‘ assembling tlicmselves in a company and 
congregation in their hall without tlie king’s subjects, and there making orders and 
setting fines upon his majesty’s subjects, contrary to statute 21 lien. VI I L, and for 
using partiality and unjust dealing in their searches and orders concerning the new 
draperies.” Upon which, the privy council interposed by an injunction, “ that the 
said indictments and presentments should be no further proceeded In ; nor the said 
strangers from henceforth in any such sort molestcd.”f 


♦ Letter from the bailills < f (\)le]icstcr to Queen Kliwibetirs privy eouneil, dated August 1, 1570. 
f “A. D.15S0. The ))n)tcction the Flemings had received on their first ebuosing Coloiiester for a 
residenet?, and tlie encouragement they liad experienced in the ten years that bad elapsed since their 
establishment, were the means of greatly increasing their numbers. The regularity and method of their 
proceedings, both In civil and religious matters, as well as what related to their munufnetures, made them 
examples for imitation. They had formed themselves into a copgregation or distinct body, and every one 
acknowledged as a nn-inher, had his name enrolled in a register. They were penvutted to make orders and 
regulations for carrying on tlieiiatrade, which gave them a degree of credit unknown before : they supported 
the poor and iiuligent of their own nation, not sufTering them to become a burden to those whose hospitality 
had given them an asylum ; and, for the pnrpo.se of religion, they had the chiireli^f St. Giles assigned them, 
wherein the doctrines of Luther were exfouiided b;f a minister chosen from among themselves. These 
liberties, far greater than what their own country afforded, tempted many„who had otherwise no rational 
motive, to leave their native soil and associate with their brethren thus established. Their numbers d.'iily 
increased, and Colchester was ujioii the jioint of becoming a colony of Flemings, the congregation being 
unable to restrain their increase; and the bailiffs were obliged to issue a eonimaiid that rw stranger should, for 
the future, be permitted to reside in tlie precincts of the town without their special consent.”-^//w^ery 
uf Colchester f vol. i. p. 1 1 8. * 

The congregation had a cliapel and Infuse for the myiister, in Head-street, the wooden framework of tlie 
front and other parts of which were sent from Holland, cut and made ready to put together. It was a 
handsome building, of considerable extent. 'I'he front of what appears to have been the chapel, forms one 
side of a quadrangular court, occupied by the minister’s house and various offices and out4iuilding8. On (he 
window frame in front toward the street, the date 1677 appears, and a cipher including the letters $. R. R. 
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BOOK II. James also {^ranted them his letters-patent, dated October 17, 1612; in which he 
says, that the “ privic councell being dulie informed by the justices, bayliiTs, and other 
majistrates of the towne of Colchester, howe beneficiall the Strangers of the Dutche 
Congregation had been and were unto the saide towne, as well in replenishing and 
bewtifieing of it, as for their Trades which they daylie used there, setting on worke 
manie of his poore People and Subjects both within the saide town and in other 
townes and places thereabouts, and also of the orderlie and peaceable government of 
their Congregacion for matter of religion, withoutc noveltie, division, or scandell.-* 
His Majesty did ordeinc, constitute, and establishe, that all Strangers of the Dutch 
Congregacion in the towne of Colchester then being, should and might from hence- 
forth peaceablic and freelie use their Trade of Bay and Say making and other forreine 
Draperies, — and that no informatiop should be accepted againste them, or anic of 
them, in anie coitVts or places of justice, for or concerning the exercise or execution 
of anie the premisses. — Further, his Majisty did give, graunte, and confirnie unto the 
said Strangers of the Dutch Congregacion — that they should and might have, holde, 
and enjoyc free lycence, libertie, and authoritie to continue and inhabitt, and to use 
and exercise as well their Trade of Baye and Saye making and other forreine 
Draperies, with theire accustomed meetings and orders for the avoyding of all 
fraudulent dealcings therein requisite for the upholding of the goodness, estimacion, 
and creditt of the stuffs made by them,” &c. 

The credit of the, Dutch congregation was so great, that bays were purchased, 
without opening the packs, upon the bare inspection of their seals. Yet these were 
counterfeited at Halstead, as early as 1588; and not long afterwards in London; 
they were* falsified in Colchester itself, by taking the seals from the superior, and 
affixing them to'^the inferior manufactures. These nefarious practices brought the 
trade into temporary discredit, and drew severe reproofs from the privy council in 
1615. But the act, in the first year of the restoration of Charles the Second, for 
“ regulating the tradtfbf bay making in the Dutch Bay-hall in Colchester,” in great 
measure prevented the recurrence of similar frauds. The war with Spain, in the 
reign of Anne, was the great occasion of its downfall ; it languished from the peace of 
Utrecht until 1728, when the Dutch congregation, fijlding themselves unable to pursue 
it longer, dissolved their fraternity. Individuals, however, continued it with some 
s])irit ff»r about half a century afterwards.* 

Oyfit<T The oyster fishery has always formed a valuable part of the trade of this town. 

tishery. Richard the First granted the burgesses the fishery of the river Colne, from the North 

with the same date, is impressed on the brick work of other parts of the building^. In the interior there ia a 
staircase of ouk, ornamented with carvings in a superior style of workmanship. This building has lately been 
handsomely fitted vtp as a bazaar. 


* Cromwell, p. 200. 
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Bridge as far as Westnesse; and this grant was very amply confirmed to them by c H a i\ 

subsequent charters, especially that of Edward the Fourth. This fishery includes not L. 

merely the plain course of the Coln^, but all the creeks, &c. with which it commu- 
nicates, that is to say, the entire Colne Water, as it is commonly called. The bur- 
gesses of Colchester have, and ever had, the full, sole, and absolute power to have, 
take, and dispose of to their own use, in such manner as they shall think proper, 
all oysters, and other fish, within the said river or water.” But there are some 
parishes adjoining the water, whose inhabitants are admitted, upon licence from the 
mayor, to fish and dredge oysters therein; these are Brightlingsea, Wivenhoe, and 
East Donyland. For the better preservation of this privilege, courts of admiralty, or 
conservancy, have been customarily held on Colne Water ; at which all offences com- 
mitted within the limits of the aquatic royalty ^are presented by a jury, and fines 
exacted of the offenders. And in March, or April, yearly, proclamation is made near 
Mersey Stone, (which is within the jurisdiction of the town,) ‘‘ that the river Colne 
is shut, and that all persons arc forbidden to dredge, or take any oysters out of the 
said river, or the creeks thereto appertaining, on any account whatsoever, before the 
feast of St. Mary Magdalen, (July 22,) and then to come in and take licences.” This 
is called setting («. e, shutting) the Colne. Treasure-trouve, wrecks, waived goods, 
and deodands in the river, have always belonged to the corporation. 

A few years ago the silk manufacture was introduced, and a factory ‘was erected by 
Stephen Brown, Esq., beside the river, not far from the castle. This business con- 
tinues in a flourishing state. Malting is also an important branch of business here ; 
and a malting-house, on an extensive scale, is now erecting by the river, below the 
Hythe, and near Wivenhoe. The malt distillery of Messrs. Bawtrec and Savill is on Mali distii- 
the stream which divides the parishes of St. Giles and St. Botolph, and was erected in 
1812, at an expense of upwards of 40,000/. Mr. S. Bawtree now resides in a neat and 
spacious mansion, recently erected near the site of the old house, (lately pulled down,) 
which was called White Hall ; the modem building takes the salne name. The spring 
which supplies the stream *at present working the distillery, and which feeds also two 
other mills above, called Bourne and Cannick Mills, was attachqfl, with the adjoining 
lands, which are tithe-free, to Stf John’s Abbey, and supplied that institution with 
fish ; and at Bourne Ponds part of the old fishing-house is sfill standing, having been 
converted into a fulling mill. 

The soil of the vicinity of Colchester being very favourable tef the growth of Soil, 
vegetables and fruits, the terwn’s supply of these articles is not perhaps exceeded by 
that of any odier place in the kingdom, except London. 

The fairs are five in number : Midsummer fair was granted by Eudo, founder of Fairs. 

St. John’s Abbey, to the abbpt and monks of that convent, to continue fpur days, from 
the 23d of June to the 26th inclusively. It is kept on St. John’s-green, and the profits 

VOL. I. XX 
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BOOK IL accrue to the lord of the manor of Montwick. This fair now commences on the 
~~~ 5th of July. Richard the First, December 8/1189, granted a fair to the Lepers of 
St. Mary Magdalen, to be held two days, on the vigil and feast-day of St. Mary 
Magdalen, upon Magdalen-green, and thoi master of the hospital to receive the 
profits. It is commonly called Scalt-Codlin fair. St. Dennis’s fair, for distinction 
generally called Colchester fair, was granted to the corporation by Edward the Second. 
In his charter, dated February 4th, 1318, he directed that it should be held on the 
eve of St. Dennis, St. Dennis’s-day, (October 9,) and the six* days following. 
Charles the First, in his second charter, ordered that it should be held only on the 
eve and day of St. Dennis, and the two days following. Anciently, the Sunday after 
St. Dennis’s-day was accounted the chief day of this fair ; but on March 17th, 1577, it 
was ordered that St. Dennis’s-day should always be the chief day, or the Monday next 
after, if that day. fell on a Sunday. ^It^is kept in the tiigh-street, where the booths 
used to remain (by sufferance) for the space of a fortnight. William and Mary, in 
their charter of 1693, granted a fair, to commence on the l^th of July, and to con- 
tinue the two following days ; but if the 12th fell on a Sunday, to begin on the suc- 
ceeding Monday; and if it fell on a Friday or Saturday, to begin on the foregoing 
Thursday. It is held in a field on the Harwich road, near the remains of St. Anne’s 
Chapel, and is called the New fair. King William’s charter of incorporation of the 
tailors of Colchester, dated December 15, 1699, contains this clause: “ And further, 
we do grant to the mayor and commonalty of the burrough and corporation of Col- 
chester, and their successors for ever, that he, the said mayor, and his successors, may 
hold and kcepe yearly for ever one fair or mart, in a certain place within the burrough 
aforesaid,, neare St. Anne’s, in the parish of St. James, for the buying and selling of all 
and singular live cattle, goods, wares, and merchandizes. To be begun and holden 
in and upon the second Tuesday in every month of Aprill, and to last and continue for 
the Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday then next following.” This fair was com- 
monly called the Tailors* fair, but is now discontinued. 

Markets. Anciently there were reckoned three market-days in the week, Wednesday, Friday, 
anil Saturday, besides one on every second Tuesday. On Tuesday, a wool-market 
was held weekly for many yearg. AncieiKly, a mai'ket appears to have. been held in 
Colchester daily ; a custom to which, as far as regards fruits, vegetables, &c., the 
town has returned .since the erection of the present commodious market-place. The 
day now distinguished as the market-day of Cclchester is Saturday. 

Springs and . Colclicstcr stands high on a sandy hill, yet is well supplied with water from springs 

'^‘ ***■ and wells in various parts of the town j but these springs not being sufficient for all 
occasions, means have been adopted to bring water from springs at some distance. 
In particular, a fine spring, rising without the walls, in a meadow called Chiswcll- 
meadow, in St. Mary’s parish, was selected for partiaUaccommodations of this nature 



BOROUGH OF COLCHESTER. 


339 


from a remote but uncertain period. In the year 153G, Robert Lcche, one of the chap. 

aldermen, and Thomas Nuthal, masters and governors of the guild of Jesus Masse, L. 

(kept in the parish church of St. Peter,) did, with consent of all the parishioners, by 
lease, grant “ leave and full power to Henry Webbe, of the said parish of St. Peter, 
and to his heirs and assigns for ever, to have the head-spring, and concourse of water, 
rising in Chiswell-meadow, belonging to the guild of Jesus Masse aforementioned, to 
be conveyed fo? ever under, and through, the grounds of that meadow, unto the 
mansion-house of the said Henry Webbe, in Nortli-street, within North-gate, paying 
to the aforesaid masters, and their successors, the yearly sum of fourpence at Michael- 
mass.” When Windmill-field, adjoining to Chiswell-meadow, was let by the corpo- 
ration, in 1620, to Thomas Thurston, one of the aldermen, liberty was reserved to lay 
pipes, or trunks, for the conveying of the water from Chiswell-meadow. Formerly, the 
cistern, or reservoir,* into which the water was conducted from the spring, stood in the 
highest part of Chiswell-meadow ; and from this cistern several parts of the town were 
supplied. But that site being found inconvenient, John Potter, Esq., who had been 
several times mayor of Colchester, undertook, in 1707, to remedy the defects com- 
plained of. A field adjoining the town-wall, belonging to the parsonage of St. Mary’s, 
was adopted as the site of a new reservoir, upon lease from the rector, and with 
licence from the bishop of London, as patron of the rectory. The reservoir was 
erected, and subsequently another by the side of it ; both together containing about 
two hundred and forty hogsheads. The wjiter was forced into them from Chiswell- 
meadow through pipes laid under ground. In 1737, when the owner of them being 
indolent, and more profitably employed ; and his servant careless, and extremely dis- 
honest ; likewise the town growing poor, and not well able to pay ; and,* especially, 
this affair not having been settled, as it ought to have been, by act of parliament, they 
were neglected, and soon came to nothing; for, in 1738, the rector of St. Mary’s 
(Mr. Morant) having given a small consideratioir to tho lessee, took up the bricks 
of the cisterns, and thijrewith repaired the end of the parsonage-house,** &c. It 
appears that the lease entered into by the rector in 1707, with John Potter, 
above mentioned, was void ipso facto from the first, being Contrary to statute 13 
Elizabeth ; when, therefore, the subsequent owner dfd not fyid his account in keeping 
up the works, he could not be compelled to continue them. Tlie present water works Water 
are a revival of the ancient plan of conveying water, for the service of the to^wl, from 
Chiswell-meadow ; a plan now adopted with the increased power and efficacy of the 
steam-engine. The revival took place in the year 1808, under the direction of*the 
celebrated engineer, Dodd. • The works are situated at the foot of the Balkon-hill. 

There are three reservoirs; two in the parish of St. Peter, the largest of which con- 
tains twenty-five thousand hogsheads, and the third on the top of Balkon-hill, in a 
plot of ground adjoining the garden of the parsojiiagc of St. Mary’s. 
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The pavini^ ^nd lighting of this town are intrusted to commissioners 5 authorized 
by act of parliament^ 51 Geo. IIL 9 to whom the inhabitants pay U. 3<I. in the 
pound upon the annual rent of their houses. From the roils in the reign of Edirard 
the Fourth^ it is apparent that paving must have been at least partially adopted in 
Colchester t)efore the year 1473; for we find a person presented in that year for 
breaking up the pavement {pavimentuni) in Wire-street. But the practice was not 
effectually established until 1623^ in the reign of James the Firsts wjien an act was 
passed to compel, under certain penalties, tlie owners or landlords of all houses, 
estates, &c. within the town and liberties, to pave such parts of the streets, lanes, and 
ways, as lay and extended against their several properties. The commissioners meet 
for the despatch of business at the Moot-hall, on the first Monday in every month, at 
eleven o’clock. Upon them devolves npt merely the superintendence of the town’s 
paving and lighting, but also of its watching, cleansing, and improvement in general, 
besides that of the cleansing and improving the channel and navigation of the port and 
harbour.* In 1817 and 1818, gas-lights were introduced to the town by Messrs. 
Harris and Firman, chemists, in High-street. 

Charitable Institutions. The Essex and Colchester General Hospital was com- 
menced in the year 1819, from a fund provided by donations and the first payments 
of annual subscriptions, and the building was completed in 1820. It stands on the 
south side of the London road, in a healthy and pleasant situation, commanding a 
view of the country as far as Fordham. The edifice is a handsome plain building of 
white brick. The first general regulation of this hospital directs, that ‘‘the institution 
shall be open to the admission of. patients, without limitation of county, district, or 
distance.*’ ' The admission day is Thursday. The affairs of the hospital are intrusted 
to a general board of governors, who meet twice in every year ; viz., on Thursday 
in Easter week, (which is considered the anniversary of the institution,) and on 
the second Thursday in November; and to a general weekly committee of governors, 
consisting of the president, vice-presidents, treasurers, al\ annual subscribers of 
five guineas or upwards, all benefactors of fifty guineas and upwards, and twelve 
other governors elected at the general board. The appointment of all the officers is 
in the election of the governors *at large, and by ballot; vacancies being filled up 
at a special meeting, summoned by the weekly committee. No person is eligible to 
the office of vice-president who is not a benefactor to the amount of fifty guineas or 
upwards,; and the treasurers, previously to their election, must be life-governors 
by Virtue of their subscriptions. The donation of thirty guineas, or upwards, at 
one time, constitutes a life-governor; and the annu^ subscription of two guineas, 
a governor. The physicians and surgeons, who attend gratis, are entitled to all the 
privileges of governors. 


• Cromwef’s Colcbeater, p. 803. 
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The Free-school of Colchester originated in letters-patent of Henjry the Eighth, c h a 
dated November 12, 1539, which granted the revenues of the dissolved chantries in 
the iiiapel of St. Helen, and church of St. Mary’s, to the bailiffs, burgesses, and 
commonalty, upon condition of their founding and endowing, with part of those 
revenues, this school. The yearly sum of 6/. 13«. 4c/. was accordingly set apart by 
the corporation as the salary of a master. But this appropriation of the sum men- 
tioned having b^n found, by inquest, to have ceased before the twenty-fifth of 
Elizabeth ; and doubts having arisen of the validity of Henry’s grant, as being made, 
not to the bailiffs and commonalty, (the style by which the town was incorporated,) 
but to the bailiffs, burgesses, and commonalty; the letters-patent were surrendered 
into chancery to be cancelled. Elizabeth regrantcd these revenues, with similar 
directions for the application of part of thegi, ^such part being of the clear value of 
twenty marks or above,) to the endowment of a free-school : for who*se foundation she 
further granted her special licence, ordaining, that the choice of the master should be 
in the bailiffs and commonalty, and their successors for ever; that the bishop of 
London, and dean of St. Paul’s, and their successors, might make statutes and ordi- 
nances for the government of the master and scholars, visit and oversee the school, 
and all and singular the messuages, lands, &c., assigned by the bailiffs and com- 
monalty for its maintenance, and cause the same to be employed in the maintenance 
and support of the said school, &c. About ten months after this grant, the bailiffs 
and commonalty erected and endowed the school ; within which they appointed that 
there should be sixteen free scholars taught and instructed in the art of grammar 
for ever;” assigning for its ^maintenance, messuages, lands, and tenements, to the 
yearly value of twenty marks, and above, as by ^the letters-patent they were directed. 

After reciting the corporation’s original foundation deed, Morant* remarks, The 
reader hath undoubtedly observed, that the messuages, lands, tenements, &c., where- 
with the school was endowed, and valued then at -twenty jtnarks, were all ‘ assigned, 
limited, layd out, and conveyed, for the maintenance of the iSaid free-school, and the 
schoolmaster thereof for the time being, for ever;’ and not a pension only, or annuity, 
granted or reserved out of them for that use. Consequently, liie master was entitled 
to the whole and extended profits of those messuages and lands, &c. But when the 
rents came to be raised, though he had an unquestionable right to every part of them, 
he was, notwithstanding, forced to sit contented with his twenty marks : and the 
magistrates of the town (as honest as other corporate bodies) put the overplus into 
their own pockets, or at least into their common stocL Thus the matter continQed 
till King William’s reign ; when complaint being made of the same to Dr. Henry 
Compton, bishop of London, his lordship filed a bill in chancery against the muyoi* 
and. corporation in Michaelmas term 1696, and, on the 31st of Octoberi 1698, obtained 
a decree. Still the matter remained unsettled j so that it was above fourteen years, 
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from first to last, before the bishop could bring it to a final issue. At length the 
mayor and corporation were prevailed upon to part with the management of the school 
revenues, and to put them into other hands, in trust, that they should permtt and 
suffer the master of the said free grammar-school in Colchester for the time being 
to have, possess, and enjoy the messuages, &c., and to take and receive the rents, 
issues, and profits thereof, to his own use.” The whole estate was let, in Morant’s 
time, for 45/. per annum; but it at present produces about 140/. pe/ annum.* The 
celebrated Dr. Samuel Parr was master here in 1779. A scholarship in St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, is appropriated to this school. 

The National Schools are an extension of the original plan of a charity school, 
instituted about 1708 or 1709, which contained, in '1760, thirty-five boys and 
fourteen girls ; who were ‘‘ taught and <;}othed, but not boarded.” From the colour 
of the children’s blothing, the institution acquired the name of the blue school. Its 
incorporation with the system promoted by the founders of national schools in Col- 
chester, so enlarged the extent of its benefits, that, in 18^4, the number of children 
in the school was : boys, two hundred and fifty ; girls, one hundred and forty-eight ; 
total, three hundred and ninety-eight.f 

The Lancasterian School, in More-lane, occupies the building which was formerly 
the chapel of the society of Independents, who, on their removal to Lion-walk, 
used this building for a charity, called the green-coat school ; and it has since under- 
gone some alterations,. and is divided into two large rooms, one of which contains boys 
and the other girls, who are taught on the plan invented by Mr, Lancaster. This 

n the original statutes, made by John lord bishop of London, and Mr. Alexander Nowell, the 
celebrated deAn of St. Paurs, dated in the twinty-ninth of Elizabeth, there are the following directions ; 
That“ the schoole master shall not have in the same schoolc, at anytime togeathcr, above threescore schollars, 
and if it shall happen to be above that number at any time, the schoUars that pay for their schooling, and do 
last come to the same schoole, shall be removed and refused afore any of the free schollars.” That “the said 
schoolc master, when any place of tny of thb said free schollars shall be voyd, shall, within fourteen days at 
the furthest, give knowlcdgf* thereof to the bailiffs of the said town of Cofehester, to the end they may 
supply the same place, or places, with others, upon pain that the said schoole master shall forfitt to the said 
bailiff for the time being, to the use of the poor of the said townc, for every sucl^ee schollar so wanting, and 
not knowledge thereof given aforesaid, ten shillings of lawfull money of England.” But the corporation 
at present rarely exercise the right of appointment vested in them by the foundation-deed of the school ,* the 
frce-burgcsscs themselves being gV^nerally satisfied to pay the moderate sum accruing to the master from each 
scholar. There are, however, occasionally some scholars on the foundation, appointed by the mayor, &c. 

+ “ Of ;/icse, sixty-six boys and forty-two girls were clothed by the trustees of the blue school ; ami 
a considerable number M each sex by the committee of the 'national school, as rewards for merit, both with 
respect to (ireditahle attainments, and regularity of attendance at the schools. The number of children to be 
clothed by the committee this year is forty, constituting an aggregate ^f one hundred and forty- eight children, 
who arc clothed as well as educated by tldg insUtution.c. » 

“ Receipts for this year, 3211. 17s. 8d, ; payments, 280/. Hs. 5d. 5 balance ia hand, 4U 3«. 3d. 

**One fiO/. share (of mortgage) ordered to be paid off, from the accumulated profits of work done in the 
girls* school, and novf deposited in the savings-bank. Exclusive of this sum of 50/., from 5/. to 6/. anniuilly 
have accrued from the girls* work, and been expended on themselves.*’ 
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establishment gives education to two hundred boysj and one hundred girls, (including chap. 

Sunday-school children^) and one hundred of each receive clothes. The institution is L. 

supported by voluntary subscription. 

The best endowed alms-hdhse in Colchester is Arthur Winsley’s Hospital, the Alms- 
founder of which gave the following directions in his will, dated the 28th of March, 

1726: Item, I give all that my farm with the appurtenances, lying and being in 

the parish of St. Botolph, in Colchester, called the brick-house, — ^the house for an 
habitation of twelve ancient men, that have lived well, and fallen into decay, to be 
made into twelve coinrenient apartments, at the discretion of the trustees hereafter 
mentioned ; and I give 500/. for the making the said apartments commodious ; and 
I give the rents of the said farm towards the maintenance of the said twelve poor men. 

And I give — &c. &c. — towards the farther maiptanance of the said twelve men. And 
my will is, that no poqr man under the age of sixfy years be admitted into any of the 
said apartments, nor none be admitted, but who give bond of 50/., with two good 
sureties, not to take alms of the town during their stay there. And further, my will 
is, that each of the poor men shall, out of the i^ents of the said farms and house, have 
2s» 6d. paid them every week ; and, once in every year, one chaldron of cole. And 
my will is, that no prophainc person, given to swearing, drinking, or any other vice, 
be admitted ; and if any of them be found so guilty,” or, ‘‘ be contentious, and disturb 
the peace of the rest, or be guilty of any undccent acts, they shall be lyable to be 
discharged by the trustees. The said twelve apartments I will to be a low room, a 
cliamber, and a garret, and a garden, to every dweller. — I also give out of the said 
rents 10«. yearly, to be paid to a good preacher chosen by the trustees, to preach a 
sermon to the said poor men every New-year’s day. And I give 20^. every year for 
a dinner to the poor men, or any of the trustees that will be there evfery New-Year’s 
day ; except it fall on the Lord’s-day, and then I will that the said sermon and dinner 
be oh the Monday, the day following.” This charity is ppw extended to eighteen 
alms-houses, each inmate being paid 7s, 6d, weekly, and provided with coal. As, 
by the regulations of the original foundation, it does not allow of the continuance of 
such poor women as may survive their husbands, some alms-houses, forming a neat 
brick edifice, were erected and endowed a few years since, exj)ressly for their recep- 
tion, by an opulent member of the society of Friends, Mr. John Kendall, assisted by 
subscriptions. The original building was erected in 1791, and is conveyed to^even 
trustees, from John Kendall and Ann hfs wife, for the purpose, primarily, of receiving 
the widows, of sixty years of age or upwards, whose husbands die in Arthur Winsley’6 
charity; and secondly, other ^wolnen, well jecommended, of the age of sixty or 
upwards, who enter under an engagement to quit, if required, for a widow from 
Winsley’s hospital. The trustees afterwards, in 1806, enlarged it, by another build- 
ing, exactly corresponding, and very nearly adjoining ; and the poor women have been 
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BOOK a. partly supported in this second building by annual subscriptions. There have been 
[ various donations and benefactions since the death of Mr. Kendall. 

Ralph Fynche’s Hospital, or alms-house, is a more ancient foundation. ^jRalph 
Fynche was a brewer, and lived at the foot of the Balkon-hill. In his yrill, dated the 
31st of July, 1552, he desired his executors to complete some buildings commenced 
by him in St. Nicholas^ parish, for four almes houses for four poore folke to dwell 
in the occupants to be impotent and poore inhabitants, men or women, dwelling 
in the parish of St. Nicholas, and being of good name and fame:*' any of the kindred 
of the founder, being in poverty, and desiring to dwell in any of the said houses, to 
have the preference of any otlier.*’ For the maintenance of these poor people, he 
granted to his executors for the time being, and to *^four of the most chief and 
auncient inhabitants within the said parish of St. Nicholas," (whom he styled governors 
of the four poor* persons, and who *were to nominate their successors from the said 
parish for ever,) a, yearly rent of GL 8d » ; from which they were to pay 6d. weekly 
to each of the four poor persons, and for their own pains therein to take every year 
Gs» 8d. The overplus of the rent , to be employed for fuel wood for the poor persons, 
by the disposition of the governors, for ever. This charity is now under the manage- 
ment of four trustees. None but widows are elected ; their number is four, and they 
receive, each, a weekly allowance of U. 6e/., and one chaldron of coals annually. 
The yearly rent of 6/. 6^. 8d,, with which the houses were originally endowed, has 
not been received for many years. In 1787, Mr. Henry Dobby left by will 100/., 
which was augmented by the Rev. Mr. Halls, to enable the trustees to purchase 
200/. stock, three per cents. In 1799, Mr. Charles Great left by will 200/. In 
1805, tlie charity began to receive the annual sum of 5/., left by will of Mr. John 
Lyon ; and in 1811, by will of Mr. John Moore, 36/. 

John Wenock’s Hospital, or alms-house. Mr. John Wenock, bay maker, of 
Colchester, having in his lifetiipe built a row of houses in Hog-lane, in the parish 
of St. Giles, did, il! -the year 1679, settle those houses in trustees for the habi- 
tation and benefit of six poor people, whom he orderM to be such ancient and 
orderly poor* persons as receive no alms or collection from any parish whatsoever ; 
unless, after such time as they are pla(^id there} they should, by reason of age or 
sickness, become disabled to maintain themselves out of his allowance. He vested 
in hi^ trustees an annuity, or yearly-rent charge, of 4H., issuing out of his messuages 
or tenements ift the parish of St. Peter. Tliis cliarity, like Arthur Winsley’s hos- 
pital, has been enlarged, so that it now accommodates twelve persons, who are all 
females. 

There are several other alms-houses in the town, the endowments of which are 
not now discoverable : those of Lady Mary Darcy, who lived in Holy Trinity parish, 
in the reign of Charles the First, and built her alms-houses in Eld-lane, in the 
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same parish; and George Sayer, Esq., whose erection dates in lj)70, .alluded to c ri a r. 
in his epitaph; 

" A monument he made for ever to remain* 

•• For ayde to poor and aged wights, which are oppressed with payne.” 

The idea of an institution for the employment as well as the maintenance of the Work- 
poor (the worklmuse of modern times), was sometimes united with that of the struc- ” 
tures called hospitals ; or buildings were erected as hospitals in an extended sense ; 
their objects being, “ the settingc of such poorc to worke as are able, and the 
rcleivingc of such poorc, lame, and impotente people as are not able to work,” — as 
expressed by the constitutions of an edifice erected in Colchester in 161^?. A still 
prior erection, called ‘‘ The poore-housc aqd Jicspitnl in Colchester,” was built in 
1594; “ and, for the relief of the poor therein* the guardian and Keeper of the same 
did, by protections by him and his deputy, collect tlie benevolence of good people in 
sundry places ; and gave bond for the employing of the money so collected for the 
relief, behoof, and use of the poor in that hospital.” In March, 1()97, the corpora- 
tion presented a petition to the house of commons, in which they represented, that 
the poor ‘‘ did daily multiply, and idleness and disorders amongst the meaner sort of 
people here, for want of workhouses to employ them, did daily increase, to the great 
charge of the petitioners, {who already paid one half part of the rents of the lands 
and tenements they occu])ied towards their maintenance and relief:) and finding that, 
for prevention of such like abuses and disorders in the city of Bristol, an act of 
parliament was lately granted, for erecting workhouses, employing their poor, and for 
maintaining and upholding the same, which the petitioners were sufficiently informed 
proved to their great benefit and advantage ; therefore they humbljT desired leave to 
have a bill brought in for redress and relief of the corporation of (Colchester, in like 
manner and form, and with as large and ample grants, liberties, privileges, and 
immunities, to and for the purposes aforesaid, as were latefy granted to the said 
corporation of Bristol.” Accordingly, the acts Jlth and 10th William III. provided, 

“ That from and after the 24th day of June, 1098, there should be a corporation, to 
continue for ever within the tow^i of Colchester, ami the liberties ther(H)f, consisting 
of the mayor and aldermen for the time being, and of forty-eight other persons ; to 
be chosen out of the hoiicstcst, discreetest, and most charitable inhabitant^ of the 
said town and liberties thereof, by the Tour wards in the town, i. e, twelve out of every 
ward, and of i^uch other charitable persons as should be elected and constituted 
guardians of the poor of the^said town, to bp elected, at a court for that purpose to be 
held for every ward, by the votes of the inhabitants of such ward, or of the major 
part of them then present, and paying, or then rated at, one penny pea week or more, 
in his own right, for or towards the poor-rate : which said mayor and aldermen, and 
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BOOK II. forty-eight persons so elected and constituted, should be, and be called, guardians of 
the poor of the town of Colchester. And for the better governing of this corpora- 
tion, the mayor, aldermen, and guardians, or the majority of them, should meet 
yearly, on the 6th day of July, in the Moot-hall, to elect and constitute out of and 
from amongst themselves these several officers — a governor, deputy-governor, trea- 
surer, and twelve assistants, to continue in their office for one year next ensuing, and 
no longer ; and then new ones to be chosen. The governor, or jleputy-governor, 
and in default of them six of the assistants, for the time being, from time to time, 
upon the second Thursday in every second month in every year, to hold a court of 
the said corporation in this town of one-and-twenty of the said guardians at least : 
which court was to have power to ascertain what sums of money should be raised for 
the maintenance and employment of«tl\ppoor; so as that the same did not exceed 
what had been paid in this town towards the maintenance of th&poor thereof in any 
of the three last years before the making of this act,” &c. The very memory of this 
institution has now nearly expired in Colchester, every parish having its separate 
workhouse, and distinct assessment of poor-rates. 

(iharitifs. Sir Thomas White, Knt. lord mayor and alderman of London, did, in the year 
1566, deliver and pay unto the mayor or burgesses and commonalty of Bristol, 
2(X)0L yearly, to the intent that they should therewith purchase to themselves and 
successors, messuages, lands, &c. then of the clear yearly value of 120/. and more, 
to continue for ever for the equal benefit and advancement of twenty-four cities and 
large towns in England. This gift has been received several times by the corpora- 
tion, and lastly, in 175)3 and 1818. 

Mr. Joseph Cox inserted a clause in his will to the following effect: — “ Item, 1 
doe appoint the*summe of one hundred pounds to bee laid out by my executors, for 
the purchase of some freehold lands of an estate of inheritance in fee-simple in pos- 
session, of the cleare yeaiv?ly value of five pounds per annum at least ; the yearely 
rents and profits theredf I doe give and bequeath for ever to the poore of the parish 
of ^St. Mary on the Wall, in Colchester, where I was borne, to bee paid and distri- 
buted unto and amongst tlie said poore, by and at the discretion of the churchwardens 
and overseers for the poore of the said parish, upon the feast-day of the birth of our 
Lord Christ yearely for ever. And I doe appoint that until such purchase can be 
conveniently had, my executors sluill pay to the poore of the said parish of St. 
Mary ,on the Wall, in Colchester aforesaicT, upon the feast-day of the birth of 
oilr Lord Christ yearely, the summe of five pounds, the first payfiient whereof to 
begin and bee made upon the feast-dr'iy of the 'birtji of our Lord Christ next 
comeing after my decease.” On his death, in June, 1689, the trustees for the 
poor of the parish of St. Mary purchased with his legacy two plots of land in 
that parish, to hold to them and their heirs, upon trust that they shall for ever 
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permit the churchwardens of the parish of St. Mary at the Walls ,to receive the c ii a p. 
rents and profits of the said premises, to be yearly distributed upon Christmas 
day, among poor people of the said parish who do not take collection. The lands 
were lately exchanged for lands in St. Michael Mile-End, which produce 40/. per 
annum. 

Mr. Jeremiah Daniell inserted the following clause in his will, dated October 26, 

1695. — Item*. I further give and bequeath to my nephew Jeremy (Daniell) before- 
named, all that field or parcel of land called Cockerill’s croft, with a chase way to the 
same belonging, leading to a pond called Hangman’s pond, being by estimation twenty 
acres or thereabouts, lyeing in St. Giles’s parish in Colchester : upon this condition 
nevertheless, that the said Jeremy, his heires or assigns, shall from the time of my 
decease every yeare yearely for ever disburse and lay out the summe of ten pounds of 
lawful money of Erjgland every yeare upon sdb,-coalcs, and the sftid sca-coales soe 
bought to bee delivered as hereafler followeth, viz. To the poore people of St. Peter’s 
parish in Colchester as many coalcs as amount to the summe of three pounds ; to the 
poore of St. Giles as many as amount to the summe of three pounds ; to the poore of 
St. Buttolph’s as many as amount to forty shillings ; to the poore of the parish of 
St. Maries at the Walls in Colchester as many as amount to forty shillings. But my 
will and rniiidc is, that the charges of mcasureing and carriage to deliver the said 
coales .into the parishes where they arc bequeathed, shal be included and paid as 
parte of the tenn pounds, and not to bee charged upon or borne by my cozen Jeremy, 
his heirs or assigns, over and above the said tenn pounds. And my minde and will 
further is, that the churchwardens of the four parishes last named should every 
yeare have the oversight, ordering, and dividcing the said coales, every omi in their 
owne respective parishes, to those persons they think have most nOed. And if my 
nephew Jeremy, his heires or assigns, shall, at any (time) after his or their haveing 
the land in possession, neglect or refuse to lay the ^aid co<^les in yearely as aforesaid, 

I then hereby iinpower and give strength to the churchwardeiJfe of the said parishes 
to whom the cojiles are bequeathed, in conjunction together to enter upon the said 
lands called Cockcrill’s croft, and to tiike the rents and profits thereof, until full resti- 
tution bee made by the said Jerefny, his (leirs or assigns, to the respective parishes 
to wdiome any thing appertaining to this bequest shall be due, together with the full 
charges they shall be out for such seizure, according to my true intent and n^aning 
in these presents, and such seizure so6 often to bee made as occasioVi is given by the 
neglect or refusal of the said Jeremy, his heires or assignes, as above expressed.” 

This gift is disposed of in coals Among the jjoor of St. Mary’s, St. Peter’s, St. Giles’s, 
and St. Botolph’s, yearly, in succession. 

Lady Crefficld’s gift to the poor of Holy Trinity is contained in* the following 
words, being part of the codicil to her will, dated October 23, 1734. I give to the 
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poor of the pai;isli of the Holy Trinity in Colchester three pounds a year, which is 
to be paid and distributed to them by the minister and churcliwardens ; and to be 
paid yearly for ever out of the rents and profits of my dwelling-house, on Christmas 
(lay in each year. And, for default of payment, that distress may be made for the 
same.” 

Mr. John Lyons, in 1803, gave to the poor of the parish of St. Nicholas twelve 
tlircc-penny loaves, to be distributed weekly for ever : he also becjueathed 50/. for 
the support of the meeting-house in Almshouse-lane ; and 5/. annually to the methodist 
chapel ; and 5/. annually to their j)oor. 

The following gifts having been lost, are no longer available: — Lady Judde’s gift 
to tlie bailifis and commonalty of Colchester, of 100/. to buy wool, yarn, flax, &c. — 
Mr. Ilunwick’s gift of 300/., to be pai/1 by his executors to the bailifis and commonalty 
of ("olchcstcr. — Mr. William Turner's gift of a capital messuage^ &c. and a piece of 
a coal yard. — Mr. Thomas Ingram’s gift to St. Peter’s, of 100/. to the bailifis and 
commonalty, the interest to be distributed (juarterly. — Mrs. Agnes Distcr’s gift : 

She did appointe certen money to be given yerely to the poore of St. Peter s, at 
the feast of Penthecost.” — Robert Franckham’s gift of 13^. 4c/. out of ar tenement 
and six acres of land in West Bergholt, for the poor inhabitants of the parish of 
St. Nicholas. — Mr. Wegg’s gift of 40^*. a year for ever, for old decrepit poor persons 
dwelling in the parish of St. Nicholas. — I'he gift of George Gilbert, Esq. to All 
Saints. —John BreWode’s gift to All Saints: John Brewode, of Great Ilorkesley, 
Gent, enfeofied, in the year 1498, William Tendring, Esq. and others, in some 
estates, for the repairs of this parish church. — A gift to poor widows, in St. Botol})h’s 
and St. Giles’s parish, of $//. 12.9. from a certain messuage and lands, known by the 
name of Longs iliul Londons. — A grant to the parishes of St. Botolpli and St. Mary 
Magdalen, of the sum of 10^, yearly. — Gifts to St. Leonard’s, by Mrs. Lowe, 10/. 
Mr. Thomas Hawes, 10/. ^ Andrew Steward, 10/,; Mr, Caleb, J0.y. yearly; Jeffry 
Langley, 1/. yearly; Jolm Braxted, 5s, yearly. — Sir John Swiherton’s gift to Lexden, 
of a sum of 5/. 4^. yearly, 

l)r. Samuel Harsnet, archbishop of York, by his will, proved June 8, 1631, gave 
to the bailiffs and corporation of the town* of Colchester all his library of books, on 
condition of their providing a decent room for their reception, that the clergy of the 
town, qm\ other divines, might have free access to them for the purposes of perusal 
and study. Various additions to this library vtfere from time to time made by indi- 
vidual beiicfiictors. The library has now been many years kept at the Castle. It 
contains the fine Antwerp Polyglot Bibl^, and a coj^y of Hesychius, with MS. notes 
by Isaac Casaubon. The books are in the custody of the Castle Society Book Club, 
an institution oi’iginated by Charles Gray, Esq. of this town, and which is now nearly 
of a hundred years’ standing. The society hold their meetings every Wednesday 
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afternoon, in the Librai’y-room at the Castle, which they rent of the proprietor, 
Cliarles Round, Esq.* 

The Colchester Medical Society was instituted in 1774, for discussing medical and 
surgical subjects. It has four meetings in the year, in April, June, August, and 
October. 

The Colchester Philosophical Society, “ for the promotion of scientific and literary 
pursuits,” was 'instituted May 3, 1820. It has a house in Queen-street, where a 
large and commodious lecture-room is fitted up, and a museum and library are collect- 
ing. By the laws of this society, it consists of a patron, vice-patron, ordinary, 
honorary, and corresponding members, together with subscribers. Ordinary mem- 
bers pay a subscription of one guinea per annum ; the officers, consisting of a pre- 
sident, four vice-presidents, a treasurer, curator^ librarian, and two secretaries, are 
chosen annually, together with a council, from the ordinary members ; the council is 
composed of eight ordinary members, in addition to the officers. The members meet 
regularly at the society’s house on the first Wednesday of every month, at seven 
o’clock in the evening: a general annual meeting to be held on the first Wednesday 
in May. #vcry member must deliver an original essay, or lecture, in his turn, on 
any subject comprehended in the rules, or be subjected to a fine for neglecting so to 
do — ^I'cligious and political subjects to be excluded. 

The Colchester and Essex Botanical and Horticultural Society ’was instituted 
in 1823. In its plan, it unites a nursery with a botanic garden, calculating and 
proposing, that in a few years the profits of the former will be fully adequate to the 
expense of the latter, and that, consequently, the annual subscriptions will be no 
longer required. The j>lace selected by the society is peculiarly suited, to their 
purpose: it consists of eight acres and a half of land, formerly occupied by the 
monastery of the Grey Friars, at the north-east corner of the town, the ancient wall 
of which forms its boundary in those directions; .and its elevated situation, com- 
manding an extensive and varied prospect, highly beautiful anfr interesting. Thine 
is a fine piece of water, well adapted to the cultivation of aijuatic plants ; and every 
necessary arrangement has been made to render this equal in iv^efulncss and bcaifty 
to similar institutions in our own * 01 ’ otlicf countries. The society is to consist of 
not more than two hundred proprietors, and an unlimited 'number of subscribers ; 
there shall be a patron, vice-patrons, president, and vice-presidents, a treasurer or 
treasurers, and an honorary secretary,* and curator. The time of admission to the 
gai-den is from six o’clock in the morning till nine in the evening, from April 
October, and from eight till five during the remainder of the year. 

The Colchester District Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge was formed 

♦ A subscription library, called tbe Colchester librarj', was established in 1803, and is^kept at No. 5<) in 
High-sireet. 
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November 1810, in union with the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 
then of Bartlett’s-buildings, and now of Lincoln's-Inn Fields, London. Since its 
establishment, it has distributed Bibles, Testaments, Prayer-books, and religious 
books and tracts, amounting in all to more than 12,000. 

The Colchester and East Essex Auxiliary Bible Society was instituted July 8, 
1811. It has seven branch societies, and twenty Bible Associations, connected with 

it. The number of Bibles and Testaments it has distributed amounts to 2*5,732. 

« 

The annual meeting is in the month of October. 

The Colchester and East Essex Prayer-book and Homily Association w^as formed 
in August 1820. It has no anniversary, but the committee meet in January, April, 
July, and October. 

The Colchester and East Essex jChurch Missionary Association is in aid of the 
London Churcif Missionary Society for Africa and the East: it was formed March 
12, 1810, and has at present seven brancli associations in connexion with it. The 
committee meet quarterly for the transaction of business, in the months of January, 
April, July, and October ; the annual meeting is in May. 

The Colchester Wesleyan Branch Missionary Society was instituted ill 1815, and 
includes several neighbouring villages. The anniversary is generally held in October. 

The Colchester Branch London Missionary Society was formed in 1810. 

I'hc Colchester Auxiliary Religious Tract Society, in aid of the London Religious 
Tract Society, was instituted in June, 1810. The business is conducted by a com- 
mittee, wlio meet once a quarter. Since its formation, considerably more than 100,000 
tracts have been issued from its depository, 'rhis institution is chiefly supported by 
dissenters ; its annual general meeting is held in September. 

The Colcheter and East Essex Auxiliary Society for Promoting Christianity 
among the Jews was instituted in 1817. It divides the several contributions into 
separate funds, appropriated to diiferent purposes, viz,, the general fund, the Hebrew 
Testament fund, the^hussionary fund, the school fund, and the Palestine fund. The 
committee assemble for business in February, May, August, and November; the 
anniversary is held is» July. 

The Colchester Association .of Sunday-school lind Religious Tract Society, for 
Ireland, was formed January 7, 1825. The societies in the sister kingdom, and this 
associjition, mutually assist each other; the one supplying instruction, through the 
medium of gratilitous teachers; and the other, ‘lelementary books for the same purpose. 

« To this list of religious charities may, with propriety, be added: The Society for 
the Relief of Poor Clergymen and their Widows And Children, in Essex, and that 
part of Hertfordshire which is in the diocese of London. It was incorporated in 
1747, and pos^sesses a funded capital of more than 6,000^.; its yearly receipts and 
expenditure amount to more than lOOOZ. sterling, the total number of subscribers 
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exceeding nine hundred. The annual meeting is on the second Thurday before St. 
Jolm the Baptist. — The Benevolent Medical Society, for Essex and Herts, for the 
relief of distressed medical men, their widows, children, and orphans, was insti- 
tuted in 1786, and has been extensively useful. The annual district meeting is t)|^ld 
at Colchester, on the second Monday in June. — The Colchester Benevolent Society, 
established in 1789, for the relief of the sick and afflicted poor, appoints nine 
gentlemen annually as stewards, .to visit from time to time deserving objects, ascertain 
their wants, and afford them relief; and secondly, it assumes the character of a 
mendicity society, furnishing its members with tickets, to give, instead of money, to 
travelling beggars, referring them to a person appointed for that purpose, who registers 
their cases, and upon receipt of tickets takes them to a member of the sub-committee, 
when, after due inquiry, such relief is ordered as may appear requisite : or if impos- 
ture be discovered, tlie culprit is punished — .The Colchester Lying-in Charity, for the 
relief of poor married women, was established in 1796. The management is vested 
in a committee of ladies, who meet quarterly, in March, June, September, and 
December. — The Colchester Female Friendly Society was instituted in 1808, for 
the relief of the industrious, afflicted, distressed, and aged, who need assistance, 
particularly females, as well as to afford clothing for the female and infant poor. 
This society is conducted by a committee of twelve ladies. — The Colchester Lion 
Club Charity was established above seventy years ago, for the relief of poor persons 
of every age, and of both sexes, under all cases of distress, — The Colchester General 
Blanket Society was instituted in 1821, for the purpose of lending blankets to the 
resident poor during the winter months. 

Dissenter’s Chapels. — The first dissenting congregation in Colchcsfter was formed by 
two ministers of the town, who had been ejected from the establishes church by the 
operation of the act of uniformity, the Rev. Owen Stockton, A. M. rector of St. James’s, 
and the Rev. Edmund Warren, vicar of St. Peters.^ Their first meetings were in a 
large room in the Castle^ and they continued to meet there 'till the death of Mr. 
Warren; soon after which, the meeting-house in St. Ilclen’s-lane was erected, apd 
opened in 1691; the first minister being the Rev. Daniel Gils«n, whose father had 
been ejected from the church of Great Baddow. When Mr. Gilson became iidvanced 
in years, he had as an assistant, the Rev. John Tren ; of whom an account is given in 
Clarke’s Lives, and in Calamy’s Nonconformist’s Memorial ; and of whose chaaacter, 
as a preacher, a favourable opinion will be formed by the perusal of a volupie of 
excellent sermons which he published. After his death numerous ministers were 
appointed, none of whom coi^inucd many yqars; but about the year 1796, the Rev. 
Isaac Taylor became the minister, who continued till his removal to Ongar, in 1810, 
when the Rev. Joseph Herrick was appointed, whose religious opinions* seem to have 
been highly offensive to a majority of the society ; for we are informed that, after 
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i\ l)itter c(>nt(‘r:t of conflictin^r opinions, Mr. Herrick was violently ejected, by the 
unroofiii£f of the building, in 1816. Since wliich time, religious worship has been 
c onducted liere on the principles of unitarianism. 

Indejieiidents. The first society of this denomination had their meeting-house in 
More-lane, and their new meeting-house, in Lion-walk, was erected in 1765: it is a 
handsome polygonal brick building, surrounded by a spacious burying-ground. In 
ISU), this erection was much enlarged, and is now calculated to contain a. congre- 
gration of nine hundred persons. The lirst miiiister was the? Hev. »Iohn Crisp, wdio 
was succeeded, in 1775, by the Rev. (dies Hobbs; on whose death, in 1808, the 
Rev. J. Savill was appointed. 'J'he prescuit ministcT is the Hev. H. March. 

The indej)eiident chapel in St. Helen’s-lane w^as erected in 1816, and enlarged in 
IS.‘H : the ofliciating minister is the Hev. Joseph Herrick, whose friends and supporters 
separated thcunselves from the society of the old ineetirig-hoiise ip this lane. This mnv 
society has C()nsid(*ral)ly increased since its estahlishment. 

'Phe Baptists have their chapel in Eld-lane, near that of the Independents; the 
minister is the Hev. (jcorge I'raneis. 

The society of Wesleyan Mc'lhodists hfivc a large and commodious meeting-house 
ill Maidenburgh-street: it is a brick building of a polygonal form, erected in tlie year 
1750, and rebuilt iu 1800. It is capable of containing from sev(*n to (dght liundred 
persons. This chapel was founded in the time of the late celebrated John W('sk*y, 
and was the lirst in the county belonging to that connexion. 

'Fbe cliristiaii society of I'riends have a meeting-house in East Stockwell-stroct, 
and formerly occupied St. Helen’s chapel. examination of the records of the 

present 'meeting-house, it appears that it was used as a dwelling-house till the year 
1671, and then piircliased by this society, and converted into their place of worship; 
it Avas altered, and ri'paired, in 1861, when the old meeting-house was disjmsed of. 
This society appcMr to have been formerly more numerous, than at present, at Col- 
chester. “ By the r^eord of their monthly meetings, we learn, that iii 1656, there 
Nyere twenty-live burials; and from 5fh month, 1665, to the 7th of lOth month, 1666, 
ninety-eight FriendL'S died of the plague. In 1675, tliiro were thirty-one deaths; 
in 1708, thirty-two ; aiid in I7JJ6, twenty-tw^o. (Vf marriages, there w^ere sometimes 
sevcui in the year; and in one year, filleen births are recorded.”* 

There is also a meeting-house on St. John’s-grecn, opposite St. Giles’s Church ; 
the t*‘nets of this society are allied to both the baptist and independent persuasions. 

* vol. i. Nw 1. 



BOROUGir OF COLCHESTER. 


353 


PARISHES. IN THE LIRKRTIES OF COLCHESTER, AND WITHOUT THE TOWN. 

1* Lexden. Of these more distant parishes, this is the largest and most populous, 
and lies west of thte town ; bounded on the east by St. Mary’s, and parts of the Holy 
Trinity, St. Peter’s, and Mile-end; on the north by Mile-end, and part of West 
Bergholt ; and on the west and south, by Stanway, and part of St. Mary’s. The 
village is most pleasantly situated about a mile from Colchester, the London road 
passing through it. There* formerly stood three remarkable crosses in this parish ; 
the first was at the top of Lexden-hill ; it was built of brick and stone, and is 
frequently referred to in ancient writings: this was called Stone Cross. Lamb’s 
Cross stood on the Aldham road, at the four ways, one of which leads to Newbridge. 
Pedder’s Cross stood on the heath at the turp of the lane which conducts to Gos- 
becks. Ancient intrenchments may yet be traced on Lexden-heatb, which have 
been in some places nearly obliterated by the enclosure and cultivation of this district. 
Learned writers on this subject are agreed in believing these to be remains of the 
Castra, Castclla, and Prassidia mentioned by Tacitus as placed about the ancient 
Colonia-Camulodunum.* These works might be traced for several miles some time 
ago, particularly towards Mersea Island. They also extended east towards Col- 
chester ; what is called Hollow-lane, besides the common, being part,of them : and 
from thence they extend to the London road ; corresponding portions are also 
perceivable on the northern side of the river, and cross the London road at the 
extremity of the heath, on the west, proceeding northerly to that part of them 
which is called King Coel’s Kitchen. In the year 1722, they were surveyed and 
measured by the Rev. Thomas Lufkin, and Payler Smith, Esq, ; and by a perambu- 
lation of the liberties of the town, in 1563, it appears that these intrenchments were 
at that time named Gryraes Ditch ; which is the same name as is vulgarly given to 
Agricola’s, or Antoninus’ Wall in Scotland. f 

The name of this parish is of uncertain origin : in Domesday book it is called 
Lessendena, and stated to have been at that time a berewick or hamlet, in Stanwqy 
manor ; but was some time afterwards made a distinct manor, ahd in the possession 
of HubertJ de St. Clare, whose onfy daughter becamd the wife of William de Lan- 
gavalei, who was succeeded by William, his son; whose daughter Hawise,§ by 
marriage, conveyed the estate to John de Burgh, son and heir to Hubert, eifrl of 
Kent; from which noble family it was conveyed in marriage to Robert, Lord 
Fitzwalter, who died in 1828. It continued in this family till Thomas Ratcliffe, Esq., 

* Tacit. Ann. 15, c. 32, and Vit. Agricola, c. 16. 

t Camdcn*H Britannia, Horsley's Britannia Romans, and Gordon's Itinerarium Sept|ntriona]e. 

X He is named Hamo liy some writers; Stowe calls him Hubert. 

§ She W8i hnriedjn the chapter-house of St. John's, in Colchester. 
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married Anne», the daughter of Walter, Lord Fitzwalter, and had this estate with 
her. He died about the year 1440, and his son John succeeded, who, some time 
after, was knighted, and in the first of Henry the Seventh, 1485, was summoned 
to parliament by the title of Lord Fitzwalter. But unfortunately engaging in a 
conspiracy in favour of Perkin Warbeck, in 1494, he was convicted of high treason, 
beheaded at Calais, and his estates forfeited to the crown; but his son, Robert 
Ratcliffe, was restored to his honours in 1505; his attainder reversed in 1509 hy 
act of parliament ; created Viscount Fitzwalter in 1525, and earl of Sussex in 1 ^ 29 . 
He died in 1542, and Robert, the last of the family, died in 1629,* the manor and 
estate having been previously purchased by Sir Thomas Lucas for his eldest son 
Thomas, born before marriage. He was knighted by King Charles the First, and 
lived here some time, but sequestered by the parliamentary committee during the 
time of the usui^ation. On his d^ath, he was succeeded by his eldest son, Charles 
Baron Lucas, in 1671. Having no seat, he converted a messuage in this parish, 
called the Tenter-house and Lady-yard, into a convenient mansion-house. His 
lady was Penelope, daughter of Francis Leke, earl of Scarsdalc, by whom he had 

Anne, married to Carey, Esq., and was by him mother to Carey, Lord 

Falkland. Penelope, the second daughter of Baron Lucas, was married to Isaac 
Selfe, Esq., of Benacre, in Wiltshire, in 1690, and after having had seven children, 
died in 1701, at the age of thirty-eight, and was buried in Lexden Church. Her 
father, Charles, died in 1688, without male offspring; on which the title came to his 
brother Robert, who did not live to enjoy this manor, for Penelope, Lady Lucas, who 
had an estate in it for life, outlived him. A moiety of this manor being also settled 
on her daughter, Mrs. Selfe, the whole was sold soon after the death of that lady, in 
1701, to Samuel Rawstorn,f Esq., and has since become the property of the Rev. 
I. R. Papilloii. 

Mots was a subordinate manor in this parish, so named from a family living here 
in 1406. Clement ^{)ice held it in 1485, and afterwards the Sayer family, till 1634, 
M{hen it was conveyed by John Sayer, Esq., to James Lemyng, Gent., of Colchester, 
who married Mary, eldest daughter of Sir William Batten, Knt., and whose daughter 
Mary conveyed the estate, by marriage, to Sir Isakc Rebow. 

Lexden Lodge, though now only a farm-house, is believed to have formerly been the 
residence of the Lords Fitzwalter, and other possessors of the manor ; for here the 
manqrial courts are yet held, and an ancient moat surrounds it. This house is very 
pleasantly situated in the fields, north of the London road. 

The manor had anciently a very, extensive park, chiefly on the north side 

• Tlie arms of Fitzwalter. Or, a fesse between two chevronels, gules. — ^Thc arms of UatclilTe. Argent, a 
bend engrailed, sable. This manor was held by these two noble families in capite, by barony. 

f The arms of Rawstorn. Per fesse, argent and gules, a tower triple-towered, of Ae first. 



BOROUGH OF COLCHESTER. 


355 


of the river, whose windings appear in that direction from the high grounds of chap. 
Lexden. The comparatively small enclosure now called Lexden Park lies south 
of the road, and forms the appropriate grounds and plantations belonging to 
the elegant mansion-house of John Fletcher Mills, Esq., some time ago erected 
here by Mr. David Laing. There are some noble trees, and a fine sheet of water ; 
and in the arrangement of the surrounding scenery, the varied and interesting features 
of nature have been carefully preserved. Opposite these grounds is the seat of John 
de Home, Esq. ; and on the same side, near the centre of the village, the rectory is 
approached from the road by an avenue, the front handsomely ornamented in the 
Gothic style, with an embattled parapet; a handsome brick house on the lefl- 
hand side of the road entering the village from London, most agreeably situated, with 

surrounding grounds and plantations, is the seat«of Walker, Esq. ; and several 

other capital houses are seen in the village, particularly the building ‘erected by Lord 
Lucas, which has continued the residence of the lords of the manor to the present 
time. 

The church is dpposite to thd rectory, and is a very handsome specimen of church, 
modern Gothic architecture, with a tower and spire leaded ; the interior is extremely 
neat, having a convenient chancel, .ind at the west end a gallery for the singers, in 
front of which is the following inscription : 

“Tliis church was rebuilt on an enlarged scale, a. d. 1820-1821, by means of subscriptions inscription, 
amounting to 900/., of a grant of 500/. from the Society for Promoting the Enlargement and 
Building of Churches and Chapels, and of a rate. It is capable of accommodating five hundred 
and twenty persons ; and in consequence of the above grant, three hundred sittings, in addi- 
tion to fifty formerly provided, are hereby declared free and unappropriated for ever. — ^The 
Rev. George Preston, M. A., Rector; Henry Hayward and James Tillett, Churchwardens.” 

There is a very elegant marble monument placed againgt the south wall, the base 
handsomely ornamented with sculptures ; above which is an ufh, with three female 
figures in relief, one of which holds a distaff: but the emblematical meaning of this 
group is not very apparent. Angelic figures holding inverted tortlies support a scrcAl, 
on which is the following : Ricifard Hewett died the 25th of April, 1771, aged 37.” 

The population of this parish, in 1821, consisted of four hundred and fifty-seven population 
males, and four hundred and seventy-five females ; total, nine hundred and thirty-two. 

2. Mile-end, so called because a ifiile from Colchester, is bounded by Lexden j^|iio.cnd 
on the west ; by Great Horksley, Boxtead, and Langham, on the north ; by part of 
Ardley, St. Botolph’s, St. JanqesV, and Greeqstead, on the east; and by St. Botolph s, 

St. James’s, All Saints, St. Nicholas, St. Martin’s, and St. Peter’s, on the south. It 
is of large extent, especially from north-east to south-west. A considerable estate of 
the corporation lies within this parish, granted them by Henry the Eighth, which was 
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anciently called King’s Wood, as being demesne of tlie crown and part of the royal 
forest. Also within the limits of this parish is the manor of Mile-end and Abbot’s Hall, 
so called from its having belonged to the abbots and monks of St, Osyth ; 'which, at the 
suppression, was granted to Thomas Cromwell, eaid of Essex, and was afterwards in 
a branch of the Luciis family. John Lucas, Esq. died in 1556, and was succeeded in 
this estate by Sir Thomas Lucas, whose son. Sir Thomas, followed, and was succeeded 
by Sir John, created Baron Lucas, of Shenficld, in 1644 ; his only daughter was 
created Baroness Lucas, of Crudwcll, in Wiltshire, in 1763, and, being married to 
Anthony de Grey, earl of Kent, conveyed this and other estiitcs to that family. 
This lady died in ITOOj and her son Henry became earl of Kent on his father’s 
death in 170J^. lie was created Viscount Goodrich, of Goodrich castle, in Hereford- 
shire, in 1706 ; earl of Harold, in th^ county of Bedford, and marquis of Kent ; and, 
in 1710, duke of Kent. His sons* dying before him, and leaying no children, his 
grace settled his real estates on Jemima, the heir of his daughter Anabella, married to 
John Campbell, Lord Viscount Glenorchy, son and heir of John earl of Breadalbane, 
in Scotland, who died in 17iI7; and his lady was married, in 1740, to the lion. 
Philip Yorke, Esq., eldest son of the Right Hon. Philip Baron Ilardwicke, lord 
chancellor of (Jreat Britain, after^vards Earl Ilardwicke. Lady Jemima '<\’^as created 
IVrarchioncss dc Grey; and on the death of the duke of Kent, her grandfather, 
in 1740, she and her consort became possessed of the manors of Mile-end, Dilbridge, 
and (ireenstcad. 

The church, dedicated to St. Michael, is very small ; it has a nave and chancel, 
with a wooden turret at the west end. The handsome mansion inhabited by tlie 
rector is beside the churchyard, and commands a fine view of Colchester. 

The population of this place consisted, in 18.‘H, of two hundred and thirty-two 
males, and two hundred lind fifteen females; total, four hundred and forty-seven. 

3. Greenstead, corruptly Griqsted, is a name significant of its state anciently, 
when it was a green 'pasture, or uncultivated place. On the west it is bounded by 
part of St. Botolphs, of St. James’s, the Ilythe, and St. Giles’s; on the south, partly 
by Wivenhoe and Eimstead ; on the east, by parts of Elmstead and Ardleigh ; and 
on the north, by parts of St. Bui:olph’s and St. Jamfcs’s. 

Godric, a free man, had possessions here in the time of Edward the Confessor ; 
hut at the time of the survey it was in four proprietorships ; two of them the king 
had, and Ihistact?, carl of Boulogne, and John Eitz-Walerhain, had the other portions. 
'Kiree* parts of this manor w^ere in the possession of Eudo Dapifer, and given by hinj 
to the abbey of St. John, and the remaining portion Vas conferred on the canons of 
St. Botolph's, in the time of King Richard the First. After the dissolution of monas- 
teries, this lui^nur was granted by King Henry the Eighth to Thomas Cromwell, 
earl of I^ssex, on whose attainder it reverted to the crown. It was afterwards 
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purchased by Bernard Hampton, Esq. of Philip and Mary, in the year 1557. This 
gentleman’s son, Leonard, sold it to Laurence Cockson, who, in 1563, sold it to 
Thomas Lucas, Esq., and it passed, as the manor of Mile-end Hall did, to the Right 
Hon. Earl Hardwicke. 

The church, dedicated to St. Andrew, is very small, and has a square tower of 
brick. 

The population, of this parish, in 1821, consisted of two hundred and forty-six 
males, and two hundred and sixty-four females ; total, five hundred and ten. 

4. Berechurch, which properly denotes a church in the com- fields^ is almost 
literally the situation of this parochial edifice. Its name of West Donyland points 
out its relative situation to East Donyland, supposed from the Saxon dun-land^ that 
IS, hilly land : and this derivation seems more likely to be correct, from the 
name having been anciently written Duniland. 

This is a very small parish, bounded on the south by Abberton and Layer dt^ la 
Hay ; on the west by Stanway ; on the north by St. Giles’s and part of St. Botolph’s; 
and on the Ccast by part of St. Giles’s and East Donyland. It was given by Eudo 
Dapifer to the abbey of St. John. A large farm within the parish, called 
Monkwick,* was always an appendage to this manor, and takes its name from having 
been more immediately retained by the abbot and monks to supply the wants of their 
house. 

After the suppression of monasteries, the manor of West Donyland, with 
Monkwick, was let on lease, in 1543, to Robert Stephenie, of Stratford, gent., the 
reversion of which was granted, in 1517, by Edw’^ard the Sixth, to John Dudley, 
earl of Warwick, by whom it was afterwards given to Sir Francis Jobson,f who had 
the care of his children, and to whom he owed large sums of money. Sir Francis 

♦ Wic, among other things, moans a farm-house. 

f The family of .Tobson is of some anti(|uity in Colclicster; Tlumias Jobs&n, of yeslington, in Norlhiimher- 
land, was admitted a free burgess in 14G2. He was one of the chamberlains m 147d, and one of the bailiffs 
five iliffcrcnt years, from 1481 to 1499. His son Willliain was an alderman, and one of the hailitls in 1.521. 
Francis . I obson is mentioned in the? oath-book in 154fi, and war knighted previous to the year 1JI57 *his 
marritige to Elizabeth Plantagenet, third danglitcr an<^ coheir to Arthur Vi.scouiit Lisle, natural son of King 
Edward the Fourtli, by Eliuibcth Lucy, or’jaiic Shore, procured Irim court fiivour and great e.states, chiefly 
from the spoil of the monasteries. He was not only knighted, but made master of the jewel-house, 
lieutenant of the tow-cr of London, and appointed one of the visitors of the monasteries. He had by his lady, 
John, Edward, Henry, Thomas, and Mary, married to John, second son of John Moigijc, of With.md. John 
Jobson, the eldest son, married Elizabeth, daughter and coheir to Sir Hichnrd Pexall, of Beaurepnir, 
master of the buck-hounds to Queen Elizabeth, by whom he hail Fexad his son and heir, and two daughtcYs. 
Edward, the second son of Sir Francis, jnarried Mary Fortli, daughter and heir of Edmund Markauiit, of 
Dunham Hall, in this county, by whom he had no children. His second wife was Mary, daughter of John 
Bode, of Rochford, by whom he had Mary and Klizaheth. Tlic heralds arc silent with respect to the issue of 
Pexall Jobson. — The arms of Jobson. Paly of six pieces, argent and azure; over all ?^ chevron, ermine, 
between three eaglets, or ; ini\)aling quarterly of four, the first France and England quarterly ; the secoml 
and third, or, a cross, gules ; the fourtli Mortimer : over all a bastoon sinister, azure. 
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made this the place of his residence; and, dying in 1573, was buried in the 
church of St. Giles. His two sons, John and Edward, were his successors here: 
Edward died in 1590, and left a son, who died young, and two daughters ; his widow 
was married to William Gray, Esq., in 1595, and about the same time the manor 
was sold to Robert Barker, sergeant at law, and town clerk of Colchester : he died 
in 1618, and his posterity enjoyed this estate till 1718; when, on the death of Henry 
Barker, Esq. without surviving offspring, it was conveyed by will to, Thomas Perry, 
who sold it to Knox Ward, Esq. clarcncieux king at arms. 

The other manor in this parish is Berechurch Hall. It was part of the demesnes 
of St. John s abbey, but was conveyed, by the monks of that house, to Sir Thomas 
Audley, lord chancellor of England, by whom it was given, by will, in 1544, to 
his brother, Thomas Audley, Esq. The next proprietors of this family were suc- 
cessively three of the same name, till 157^, when it came to Robert Audley, Esq., 
who, in 1624 *, was succeeded by Sir Henry Audley, Knt. Thomas was his son 
and heir, and was succeeded in these possessions by his younger brother, Henry 
Audley, Esq., who died, without surviving offspring, in 1714.* His widow, on 
this occurrence, gave up Berechurch Hall into the possession of James Smyth, Esq. 
who had a mortgage upon it, redeemable, but which remained unredeemed by the 
Audley family. ^ Mr. Smyth died without issue, and left this, with other great estates, 
to an unborn son of Sir Trafibrd Smyth, Bart., his elder brother’s eldest son. Sir 
Traflbrd died unmarried in 1765, when this and his other estates descended to his 
next brother, Sir Robert Smyth, Bart, son of tlie Rev. Robert Smyth. 

Berechurch Hall was plundered at the time of the civil wars, and afterwards 
reduced to* a farm-house; but was converted into a large and handsome brick mansion 
by the late proprietor. The interior possesses some good paintings, particularly 
several spirited productions of the celebrated Fuseli, of whom Sir Robert Smyth 
was an early patron. ^ Sir •Robert died fit Paris in 1802, and there is an elegant 
monument to his memory near the communion table, and qlso of his lady, Charlotte 
Sophia Smyth, who died soon afterwards at Versailles. On Sir Robert’s decease, 
his son. Sir G. H. Sihyth succeeded to the^ family inheritance. 

The church, though qf brick', has the appearance of great antiquity, the style of 
its architecture bearing a strong resemblance, in many parts, to that prevailing in 

* This last of the Audleys was (says Morant) ** a weak* and wicked man,” a slave to his vices ; havin;^ 
wifl«tcd his estates, he was compelled ''to seek shelter from his creditors in the Fleet prison, where he died in 

1714. He had been a long time parted from his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Philip Smythe, Viscount 
Strangford, in Ireland. A friend accidentally callin\( to see him, finding he was dead, and about to be put 
into a mean cuflin, such as are allowed to the most despicable prisoners, wrote to inform his widow ; who sent 
801. for his funerali and he was conveyed to Berechurch, where he was buried. It has been remarked, as an 
instance of the instability of human grandeur, that there is not known to be afi heir, or an individual of this 
family, now to be found. , 
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the reign of Henry the Third: it is evident, however, that there have been some CHAP. 

subsequent additions. It was a chapel of ease to Holy Trinity church, Colchester, 

until the year 1536: and, upon the dissolution of the monasteries, came into the 
possession of the Audley family and their successors, owners of tlie adjoining mansion, 
called Berechurch Hall. At the north*east angle of this church there is a chapel, 
belonging to the Audley family, containing various monumental inscriptions ; among Monument, 
which is the following : 

" Henricvs Avdley, Equcs Auratus, patris Roberti Honoratissimo Thomac Domino Avdlcy, Inscription. 
Baroni de Walden, Summoque Angliae Cancellario, haeredis haeres, matrisque Katharinac, 
Nobilissimo Thomae, Domino Windsor, Baroni de Bradnam, filiae, primogenitus ; cui Anna 
conjux dilectissima, Hvmfredi Packington, de Chaddesley Corbet, in Agro Wigorn, Armigeri, 
cohacres, natos binos, Thomam, Henricvm, natasque, Katliarinam, Mariam, Abigalem, pignora 
charissima, pulcherima, optima, mortalitatis memor, lion aedea, (belli civilis furore dirutas,) sed 
hoc monumentum, virus, extruxit. Anno Salutis mdcxlviii.** 

j 

Thomas Lord Audley, mentioned in this inscription, is understood to have been Audley la- 
grcat-great-uncle to the Sir Henry Audley commemorated by the monument: his 
history is extraordinary. He was not descended from the ancient and noble family 
of Audley^ or Aldithley, as might be imagined, but born of obscure parents at EarVs- 
Colne, in this county, in the year 1448. Being brought up to the law, his first 
preferment was town-clerk of Colchester, and in 151G he was admitted a free 
burgess. In 1620 he w'as autumn-reader of the Inner Temple ; and, through courtly 
influence, became speaker of the house of commons in the parliament that com- 
menced its sittings November 3, 1529. Through his unwearied attentions to further 
every measure that could flatter or favour Henry the Eighth, he rose rapidly in the 
estimation of that prince, and became successively king’s attorney for the ducliy 
of Lancaster, a sergeant at law, king’s sergeant, and chancellor of the court of 
augmentation. Upon the resignation of Sir Thomas More, hfif was constituted lord 
keeper of the great seal, May 20, 1532, and knighted : and on the 26th of .lanuary, 

1533, made lord chancellor. For his zeal in promoting the dissolution of monas- 
teries, he obtained from Henry, Ghristchut*ch priory.. London; St. Botolph’s priory; 
the Crouched Friars; and other large possessions in and about Colchester; and 
Especially the great abbey of Walden. November 29, 1538, he was created Baron 
Audley of Walden, and at the same time installed knight of tlie garter. He died 
April 30, 1544, aged 56, and was buried in a new chapel he had erected at Walden. 

His descendant, by his elder daughter Margaret, whose second husband was Thomas 
duke of Norfolk, became earl of Suffolk and lord treasurer of England in the reign 
of James the First, and built that well-known stately pile at Walden, , at the cost of 
190,000/. which, in honour of his grandfather, he called Audley House. Having no 



360 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK I L male issue, tlie eldest of his two surviving brothers, also named Thomas,®^ sue- 
cetnlcd to the estates of Lord Chancellor Audley, and was seated at Berechurch. 
From him, as the inscription infers, Sir Henry Audley was lineally descended. He 
was knighted by Charles the First, and, as is also alluded to in the inscription, was a 
sufferer in the civil wars. His effigy, in white marble, of 4:he natural size, lies on its 
right side upon the altar-part of the tomb, in complete armour, the head reclining 
on an helmet. It is finely executed, and the attitude remarkably life-like and easy ; 
the details, particularly that of the warrior’s glove lying carelessly' upon the upper 
tliigh, well imagined and expressive. A blazing urn was placed at the head, find 
another jit the feet of the* figure ; but both are now lying where they stood erect 
originally. On the face of the tomb, below, kneel the two sons (the youngest bearing 
a scull) and the three daughters of the knight, all in high relief. Above is the tablet 
with tlic inscripticn, and over all the fadiily arnis.f There arc four other memorials 
to different members of the family within the cliapcl, tlie floor of which is paved with 
black and white marble, and separated from the church by an iron palisade. Some 
years since, a robin, passing through an aperture in the door of the church, selected 
this quiet retirement for its nest, part of which is yet to be seen under the lower 
arm of Sir Henry’s effigy. 
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(>6 

57 

123 

64 

58 

122 

68 

74 

142 

St. Botolpli 

.'iOO 

733 

073 

i7oe 

770 

1212 

1082 

061 

1166 

2130 

1176 

1384 

2560 

St. (lilcs 

00*3 

403 

613 

1 106 

541 

658 

1202 

610 

716 

132i; 

770 

836 

1606 

Holy Trinity 

180 

187 

238 

425 

213 

270 

■183 

232 

280 

521 

260 

343 

612 

St. James 

420 

440 

600 

1058 

481 

632 

1113 

590 

675 

J 265 

667 

772 

J430 

Si. L(;onard 

343 

2(i;t 

386 

, 650 

362 

168 

830 

410 

425 

841 

483 

500 

.083 

Lexdcn 

21|P 

323 

374 

607 

350 

i34 

784 

457 

475 

032 

504 

500 

1184 

St. Martin 

270 

206 

381 

677 

331 

301 

722 

300 

453 

848 

448 

587 

1035 

St. Mary 

300 

423 

552 

075 

406 

5S6 

002 

501 

64(i 

1147 

570 

741 

1314 

St. Va^’y Magdalen . . 

28 

162 

375 

537 

101 

283 

474 

231 

240 

471 

214 

235 

430 

St. Mieliael, Mile-end 


150 

140 

200 

160 

171 

340 

232 

215 

447 

247 

230 

477 

Si. Nicholas 

333 

380 

467 

856 

41 i 

50 1 

;)15 

430 

541 

080 

470 

565 

1035 

St. Peter 

707 

502 

766* 

1358 

613 

828 

nil 

757 

800 

1647 

810 

1024 

1834 

St. lliinwald 

217 

164 

215 

370 

150 

205 

36.1, 

205 

221 

426 

226 

235 

461 

Totals .... 

6843 

5012 

6508 

11520 

5400 

7111 

12541 

0 

1 

7516 

14016 

7471 

8606 

16167 


In Domesday- book the account of Colchester is statcfl (o be 400; by which Turner, in his History of the 
' Anglo-Saxons, says wc arc to uiulerstand families or houses. 


• It was a coiimion custom, about this time, to’feive the same nam6 to two and even three successive 
childrtMi of the family. 

f The arms of Audley. (^uartcnrly, or and azure, indented, an eagle displayed, or j on a bend dexter, of 
the second, between a frettc, two martlets of the first. 
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• C II A V. 

BENEFICES AND CHAVELRIES IN COLCHESTER AND THE LIBERTIES. IV. 


R. Rectory. P.C. Perpetual Curacy. V. Vicarafre. C. Chapclry. f Discliarj^ed from Payment of First-Fruits. 


Parish. 

Arrhdincoiiry. 

Incumbent. 

lllliti. 

luted. 

Value in tlie 
liuoks. 

Patron. 

• 

All Saints, R. 

("olcliester. 

W. M. Tucker .... 

1827 

•C s. d. 
Not in charge. 

Haliol (’ollege, Oxford. 

Bcrcchiirch, C « 


Edward Crosse .... 

1826 

N ot in charge. 

J. Bawtrcc, Esq. 

St. JJotolpli, P. C. . . . 




St. (iilcs, R 

Grecnstcad, R 


J. W. Morgan .... 

1818 

160 0 0 

Rev. J. W. Morgan. 


fMiarles Hewitt . . 

1797 

5 0 0 

liord Chancellor. 

St. James, R 



1709 

1826 

111 10 0 
flO 0 0 

Lord Chancellor. 

Bishop of London. 

St. Leonard, R 


Robert Rede Rede . . 

Lexden, R. 


(i. PeeKlon 

1801 

12 0 0 
t 6 16 4 

Rev. J. R. Papillon. 

W. Sniythies. 

St. Martin, R 


Mark H. V'ernon ... 

1825 

St. Mary, R 


Philip Uayles ..... 
John H. Smytliies 

•1804 

10 0 0 

Bishop of London. 

St. Mary Magdalen, V. 


•1807 

11 0 0 

Ltfrd Chancellor. 

Mile-end, 11 


Philip Strong 

1817 

7 10 0 

Countess de Grey. 

St. Nicholas, R 


Pet(!r Wright 

1807 

■flO 0 0 

Baliol College, Oxford. 

St. Peter, V 


Samuel (^arr 

1860 

fJO 0 0 

Rev. Ch. Sinieoii. 

St. Hiinwald, R 


Ja'<. Thos. Round . . | 
Peter Wright 

1821 

1860 

t 7 16 4 
t 6 16 1 

Ch. Round, Esi|. 

Baliol College, Oxford. 

Trinity, R 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE HUNDRED OF LEXDEN. 

T111.S hundred is bounded westward by Hinckford and VVitham hundreds; east- Lexdtn. 
ward, by Tendring and Winstree ; southw'ard, by 'parts of WijJiam, Winstree, and 
Thurstable; and on the ^orth by the river Stour, wliich parts the counties of 
Essex and Suffolk. Lexden is chiefly included in that district of the county 
whose soil is a dry gravelly loam, perfectly well adapted to the* culture of turnips, 
and yielding large crops of grain in the wet seasons. * The name is found variously 
written in records ; Lessendena, Lassendene, Tiaxendena, Lexden. Originally 
this hundred was governed, under the king, by a sheriff’, till Ileiij'y tlie Sdfcond 
granted it to Robert de Argillun, or Arguillion, who left four daughters : Isabell^ 
mother of Adam dc Cokefend ; Ella, of Luke de Poynings ; Margery, of Andrew 
de Saulkville, or Sackvillc ; <ind Joanna, of Ralph Fitz-Bernard, It was next 
holden by the Gernon family. In the time of King John, Ralph Gernon held it in cJcmon i.i 
fee-farm of four marks per annum ; and was succeeded by his son Williim, who died 
in 1258, and left this possession to his son Ralph, .from whom it went to Sir William 
VOL. r. 3 a 
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Gernon, in 1827. Jolin Gernon granted it, in 13ij0, to William, son of John 
Gernon, and Elizabeth his wife; and, in 1383, Sir John Gernon held this hundred 
of the King : he left, by Alice his wife, two daughters ; Margaret, wife of Sir John 
de Peyton; and Joanna. Margaret had it for her pr^^erty; and it was entailed 
upon lier son, J olm Peyton, and Grace, his wife ; then dii Thomas and Robert, two 
of their other sons. Margaret Peyton died in possession of it in 1414, and was 
succeeded by her grandson Peyton. Robert Peyton, in 1536, 9 old this hundred 
of Lexden to Sir Thomas Audley, which possession was confirmed, by a grant from 
King Henry the Eighth, to him and his wife Christina, and the heirs of the said 
Sir Thomas for ever, of the rent, or white-farm, of four marks, issuing out of the said 
hundred, sheriff’s turn, return of writs, with all fines, amercianients, felons’ goods, 
&c. within this hundred. lie died ,in 1£44, and this hundred was successively 
holdcn by his brother Thomas, till his death in 1.577 ; by Thomas, his son, till 1572; 
Robert, till 1624 ; by Sir Henry Audley, Knt. ; and Thomas Audley, Esq., wliose 
eldest son succeeded; followed by his younger brother, Henry Audley, the last 
of the family, who died in 1714, having mortgaged this, among his other estates, 
to James Smith, Esq., of Upton ; and his heirs or assigns hold it now under this 
mortgage, and have sometimes kept hundred courts at Stanway. The hundred 
court, for the payment of the ward silver, is called at Rmpford, otherwise Stinway 
Bridge ; and its ecclesiastical jurisdiction is in the archdeaconry of Colchester. 

There are the following parishes in this hundred; Coggcshall, Markshall, 
Feering, Pattiswick, Inwortb, Messing, Eastthorp, Great Birch, Little Birch, East 
Doniland, Wivenhoe, Stanway, Copford, Aldhaiii, Marks Tey, Great Tey and Chapel, 
Earl’s Colne, Coin Engain^ White Colne, Colne Wake, Mount Bures, Fordham, 
West Bergholt, Worniingford, Great Horkesley, Little Horkesley, Boxted, Langham, 
Dedham. 

The town of Colchester, enclosed within this hundred, is a hundred of itself. 

The })opulation of this hundred is stated to be nine tliousand five hundred and 
seventy-two males, nine thousand six hundred and thirty-two females ; total, nineteen 
thousand two hundred and four. 

COGGESIIALL. 

This parish is about nine miles in circumference ; the soil westward, toward 
Braiijtree, a strong loam on clay, requiring fallow for barley and wheat : at Oldfield 
(jrange, a strong, stiff, wet loam, on a whitish clay marl, but not so heavy a soil 
as in the Roodings ; and about the <:own of Coggoshall, in the vale, a very fine 
rich putrid loam, eighteen inches deep, on clay. The average annual produce per acre 
is, wheat, twefiity-four bushels ; barley, forty ; oats, thirty-two ; beans, twenty-four.* 

• Ljist Agricultural Report. 
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The parish of Coggeshall is distiint from Witham seven miles, from London forty- 
four, and contains five hundred and seventeen houses, and two thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-six inhabitants, of whom one thousand three hundred and ninety- 
one are males, and one thousand five hundred and five are females. 

The town of Coggeshall is partly on low ground, bordering the river Blackwater, 
from which the other part rises, occupying the acclivity of a pleasant hill ; and on 
this account, it '»is supposed to have been named Toggep Pall, or Sunny Bank, and in 
old deeds, Sunnendon.* It is forty-four miles from London, seven from Witham, 
and ten from Colchester. The market is on Thursday, and it has a fair on Whit- 
Tuesday. There are many good buildings; and the flourishing and extensive .silk- 
manufactory of Messrs. Hall and Beckwith, with what remains of the ancient clotliing 
trade, give this place some appearance of bujJin'^ss and animation. • Formerly, it was 
very much celebrated for the manufacture of a kind of baize of superior fineness, called 
Coggeshall whites ; and many persons acquired great riches by this trade, of whom 
Mr. 'riiomas Guyon died, in 1664, possessed of nefirly 100,000/. There are places 
of worship belonging to dissenters of various denominations: that of the Independents 
was enlarged or re-edified in 1810, and again enlarged in 1818 ; the Society of Friends 
have also a meeting-house ; and there is a small community of the Ba]>tist persuasion. 

Little Coggeshall is a hamlet separated from Great Coggeshall by the river. It is 
reckoned to be in Witham hundred, and was formerly a parish of itself, having two 
churches; but the two Coggeshalls are now incorporated. They communicate by 
three bridges : Little Bridge passes over the stream where there was formerly a mill, 
named Tye-niill ; the meadow is called Tye-meadow : this bridge is mainUiined by 
contributions from the inhabitants of both parishes. Another bridge near the site of 
the abbey, was built by King Stephen, and passes over an artificial channel, cut across 
grounds called the Upper Oziers : this has received the name of Long Bridge, and 
has three arches ; it is kept in repair by the lords of the manor o£the two Coggeshalls 
and fee-farmers and proprietors of the abbey lands. The third bridge passes over 
the river near the middle of the town, and is called Harcsbridge : it is always repaired 
by the constables of Great Coggeshall. Hie court for the manor of Groat Cog- 
geshall is called at the shambles in the market-place, and is only a court-baron ; that 
for Little Coggeshall is both a court-lcet and court-baron, and is kept between the 
bridges in the hamlet. Both arc holden annually on Whit-Monday.> These courts 
have a fine certain, of two years lord’s quit rent for freehold, called a relief; and 
two years lord’s rent for copyhold 

Mr. Morant adopts the opinion, that Coggeshall owes its origin, as a town, to 
the abbey, which drew around it numerous inhabitants and dependents ; ” but other 
writers, and particularly Mr. Drake, suppose it to have been of Roman origin: the latter 

• MS. 1. Boys. * 
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nooK II. endeavours to prove the Canonium of Antoninus to have been here.* Its distance, 
he observes, exactly answers to the numbers of the Itinerary, which places Canonium 
between Camulodunum and Cassaromagus : the latter he supposes to be Dunmow, 
from which a military way runs in a direct line to Colchester. The opinion that 
Canonium was situated here may yet remain doubtful; but the coins and other 
antiquities found at various times in this vicinity, prove, beyond a doubts that it has 
been the site of a Roman villa. In a grotto near the town, under gro,und, was found a 
phial with a lamp in it, covered with a Roman tile fourteen inches diameter, and also 
some urns with ashes and bones ; one of these was of a beautiful colour, resem- 
bling coral, bearing the inscription, Coccili M., intended, as is supposed by Mr. 
Burton, for “ C'occili Manibus : ” to the manCwS of Coccilus. There have also 

been found Roman coins of the time Antoninus ; from which it has been supposed 
the contents of the urn were the relics of some Roman lord ©f this town of that 
period, and the name of Coggcshall may have been derived from this original.f 
It is also related by Weever, that In a place called Westfield, three-quarters 
of a mile from Coggcshall, and belonging to the abbey there, was found, by touching 
with a plough, a great brazen pot. The ploughman supposing it to have been liid 
treasure, sent for the abbot to see it taken up. The mouth of the pot was closed with 
a wliitc substance like paste or cLay, as hard as burnt brick; and when that was 
removed, another pot enclosed a third, which would hold about a gallon; and this was 
covered witli a velvct-likc substance, fastened with a silken lace ; within this were 
found whole bones and many pieces of small bones, wrapped up in fine silk of fresh 
colour, which the abbot took for the relics of some saint, and laid up in his vestiary ; 
but it was more. probably a Roman urn.”;}: 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, Coggcshall was the property of Colo, a 
Saxon ; and at the time of the survey was held by Eustace, carl of Boulogne : what 
he held included thf^ manors of Great and Little Coggcshall, and nearly the whole of 
those two parishes, which descended to his only daughter Maud, who conveyed them, 
marriage, to Stephen, earl of Blois, afterwards king of England, who founded an 
abbey here, and endowed it with this aijd other manors. On the surrender of this 
abbey, in 1538, it was granted by Henry the Eighth, with the manor of Coggcshall, 
and other estates, to Sir Thomas Seymour, brother of Edward, duke of Somerset, 
who, in L541, exchanged these possessions with the king; and Queen Mary, in the 
first year of her reign, granted the manors of Great and Little Coggcshall, Home 
grange, a water-mill, and the fislicry of the river, to Dorothy, the wife of Thomas 
Laventhorp, for life, if it pleased her majesty she should enjoy it so long. Afterwards 
this estate, with two woods, called Great Monkwood and Little Monkwood, became 

• ArchaDologia, vol. v. pp. 1;J1 — 142. f Commentary on Antoninus’ Itiiiurory, p. 230. 

X Weever’s Fuoprnl Monuments, p. 618. 
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the property of Sir Henry Bromley ; and was, in 1604, conveyed to Cyprian Warner chap. 
and others. Afterwards it passed to Augustus Mayhew, of- the May hews of Col- - -.1^: — 
Chester, of whom it was purchased by Nehemiah Lyde, Esq., of Hackney, who also 
bought the grange and dairy farms, Cardhall and Capons, lying in these parislies 
and Bradwell. He died in 1737, leaving an only daughter, married to Richard Du 
Cane, whose posterity have^held these possessions to the present time. 

Hovels, called^also Holficld, and Halvile, is the manor-house of Great Coggeshall, Hovtis. 
and formerly belonged to the abbey. It was purchased of King Charles the First 
by Thomas Aylett, who died in 1650, having previously sold this manor to Thomas 
Lovett, Esq., from whom it passed to Thomas Guyon, of this town, clotliier, who 
gave it to his grandson, George Guyon, from whom it passed to his daughter Anne, 
wife of Thomas Forster, Esq., and to Mrs* Elizabeth Lennplow. The following 
estates also belonged to the jibbey : 

Bourchiers, vulgarly Bowsers Grange, derives its name from the noble family of Jicurchiirs. 
Bourchier, wliosc chief scat was at Stanstead Hall, in Halstead, and probably it was 
given to Coggeshall abbey by one of the family. In 1326 it was conveyed by John de 
Bucks to J ohn de Bourcliier, for 40 marks of silver ; the estate at that time con- 
sisting of lands, tenements, and rents, and the yearly payment of two cocks, four 
hens, and four chickens ; and in 1368 Robert de Bourchier obtainp.d a charter of 
free warren here. It was, after the suppression in 1544, granted by King Henry the 
Eighth to Sir Clement Smith, of Little Baddow, whose son and heir, John, sold it, 
in 1561, to Robert Gurdon, from whom it passed to his son John, seated at Assington 
Hall, in Suffolk. The estate of Bushgate, or the Gatehouse farm, also passed along 
with it. 

Oldfield, or Holfield Grange, is reputed a manor, and has a pound for waifs and oldfirAi 
strays. It was sold by Mr. Gurdon to Henry Osgood, gent., and Anna his daughter 
was married to John Hanbury, Esq., a rich Virginia’ merchant, jvho made great altera- 
tions and improvements iq the house and grounds. This elegant scat has continued 
to the present time the residence of the family. • 

Woodhouse, an estate in this parish, and which also extends into that of Pat- WooiU 
tiswick, is tlie residence of the Ma*yhew family. * , ‘ 

Little Coggeshall, originally distinct from Great Coggeshall, was part of it given to Cojt' 
the cathedral church of Canterbury, before the Conquest, by Earl Godwin, together 
with Stisted and Chich, in this county. This donation was made in the year IQdf) : * 

♦ The deed was in these words; Kfjo Uodwiiius et •Wolfgith, concedentc et consentiente Domino mco 
llcge Kdwardo, donamus Ecclcsiae (airisti in Doroheriiia partem Terrae juris iio.stri nomine Stigetedc et Cog- 
gashael in East Sexis, liberas ah ornni scculari serVitute, sicut ego a pretato Domino mco ];cge Edwardj^ ct a 
Patre ejus hactenus tenui. Si (piis eas a jure ejusdem Ecclesio.* abstulcrit, auferat ci Dciis gloriam suain.” 

Kx. MS. in Bibl. Col. Corp. Canu , 
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BOOK II . and at the tinie»of the survey there were lands here belonging to the same cathedral, 
on which account this district is an exempt, or peculiar to the see of Canterbury, and 
subject in spiritual matters to the archbishop’s commissary, the dean of Docking, at 
whose court a sidesman is chosen every year, who pays six shillings and eightpence 
as an acknowledgment. Tedric Pointel also held lands here at the time of the 
grand survey, which he exchanged for Packlesham afid Stanbridge. The only 
manor in this small parish is Little Coggeshall Hall. The house is near the river on 
the road to Kelvedon. In the time of King Stephen it was in the possession of Sir 
Thomas de Coggeshall, whose posterity continued for a long time in the enjoyment^ of 
considerable estates in this county. These were particularly Hoo Hall, in Rivenliall ; 
New Hall, in Boreham; Sandon, Shem Hall, in Shaldford; Alrcsford Hall, Packlesham, 
Bemfleet Hall, Hackwell, Sturmere*IJall, and their chief seat at Codam Hall, in 
Wethersfield. Ralph dc Coggeshall, Knt., who died in L304', heJd this manor partly 
of John Filiol, and partly of the abbots of Coggeshall and Westminster, and of 
William Atte Napleton ; his son and heir, John de Coggeshall, held estates here in 
1319, at the time of his decease; and the same were hclden by John, his son, in 
1361. Sir Henry de Coggeshall succeeded, luid died in 1375; and Sir William, his 
successor, died in the commencement of King Henry the Sixth’s reign, at Codam 
Hall, leaving four daughters, coheiresses : Blanch, married to John Doreward, Flsq. ; 
Eleanor, to Sir John Tyrell, of Herons; Margaret, to William Bateman, Esq., of 
Little Sampford ; and afterwards to John Roppeley, Esq., and Maud, whose first 
husband was Robert Dacre, Esq., and her second, John St. George. John Dore- 
ward, who had tliis manor with Blanch the eldest daughter, was of Doreward’s Hall, 
in Docking; he was speaker of the house of commons in 1413, and died in 1476, 
leaving this estate to his son John; after whose dcatli, it passed, by female heirship, to 
several possessors ; and was purchased by Sir Robert South wel, of Filiols Hall, in 
Kelvedon ; upon whose death, in 1515, without issue male, this estate and Filiols 
Hall fell to the crown; 'and they were both of them granted to William Long, Esq. 
in ^1539. His son, Henry Long, Esq., dying without children, they descended to 
his four sisters, of whom Dorothy, the eldest, remained ultimately the sole surviving 
heiress, and brought tips estate, in marriage, to' Thomas Cudinore, Esq., son of 
John* Cudmore, Esq., barrister at law of Kelvedon. It afterwards remained in 

possession of this family till it was sold to Blackmore, Esq., of Lincohi’s- 

Inn ; from whom it was conveyed to Hugli Raymond, Esq., a director of the 
South Sea company. In 1558, this manor was united to the duchy of Lancaster; 
as also were those of Lacton, Bradwell-rjuxta-mare, Munden Hall, Stamford Rivers, 
Stanford Hall, Tracys, Brigges, and Piggesland there; Stapleford Tawney, and 
the lordships 'of Copped Hall, Epping, Dedham, Langham, and Claret Hall, in 
Ashen. 
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Of the two cliurches of Little Coggeshall, that built by the abbot for the monastery 
is entirely demolish^ ; it stood near the river, in the field called the park, and was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The other, dedicated to St. Nicholas, was built by 
the inhabitants of the hamlet, and the remains of it yet form part of a barn, near the 
site of the abbey. After the suppression, the abbey church was pulled down, and the 
bells, as tradition .informs us, were removed to Kelvedon. The remains of the abbey 
are near the river ‘in Little Coggeshall. Over a porch, in appearance more modern 
than the principal building, are the three letters B. R. A., and the date 1581. 

This abbey, for Cistercian or white monks, was founded* in 1142, by King Stephen 
and Maud his (][ucen : it w^as dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The (lueen, as heiress of 
the house of Boulogne, inheriting, among ot\mr grjiit estates, this on which the abbey 
was erected, the foundation charter was in liSf^mine. She granted it an exemption 
from toll and other cus’toms, in all the lands belonging to her and Eustace her son 
in England and. Boulogne. King Stephen, her husband, and Eustace and William, 
her sons, likewise joined in the grant of the manor to the abbey, and other important 
grants. King John, in 1203, gave them leave to enclose their wood here, and convert 
it into a park ; and King Henry the Third also granted them a license to enclose and 
impark extensive woodlands in Tolleshunt, Inworth, and other places, and also 
invested them with the privileges of holding a market weekly, and an eight-days’ 
annual fair. This monastery was largely endow^ed by succeeding benefactors ; and a 
chantry was founded in the church, to pray daily for King Edward the Tliird, 
Philippa his queen, and their children; for which that prince, in 1314, made them 
a grant of a hogshead of red wine, to be delivered in London by the king’s gentleman 
of the wine cellar, every year at Easter. In 1407 a second chantry wais founded here 
by Joan de Bohun, countess of Hereford, and others; this was richly endowed. 

The church of Great Coggeshall, dedicated to St. Peter, stjinds pleasantly on the 
highest part of the town, having a very agreeable prospect south\Card. It has a lofty 
nave and side-aisles, separSited by elegant light clustered pillars s\ipporting Gothic 
arches, and has a large tower of stone, with six bells. It is kept i;i an excellent statd 
of repair, and a good organ was erected herc^ by voluntary subscription, in 1819. 

The tithes of this parish belonged originally to the abbey, tilf Eustace do Faulcon- 
bergh, bishop of London, obliged the monks to allow part of them for the maintenance 
of a vicar, which he appointed in 1223, -and endowed with a glebe of about twenty 
acres. After the suppression, the advowson passed from the crowm to various ^)ro-^ 
prietors, as did also the great tithes. The abbey being of the Cistercian order, the 
lands they held were, on that account, dicharged from payment of tithes, and are yet 

* The MS. chronicle of the %bbey fixes this date : it is in the Cottonian Collection in the J^ritish Museum, 
Nero. D. 2. **Anno 1142 facta est abbathia de Cogesholia a rege Stephano et Matilda consorte sua ({ui 
ctiam fundaverunt Abbatiam de Fames, et Abbatiam de Louvillus, et Abbatiam de Feversham, qua corpora 
eoruin humata sunt.*' 
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reputed so, wfiilst in the hands of the owner ; but when occupied by a tenant, they pay 
small tithes. 

There were two cliantries founded here ; and also twelve obits, and an endowment 
for a lamp. One of the chantries was founded by several individuals, to maintain a 
priest for ever, to sing mass, and to assist in the service of the church. . Thomas 
Paiycock, Esq. founded the other with an endowment of five liundred marks, for the 
support of a priest, and six poor men, to pray and sing mass in St. Catharine s aisle, 
in this church, before the altar of St. Catharine, for himself, and his wife, and all his 
friends’ souls. Some of tlie endowments of the obits were Goddard’s garden, Rood’s 
land, Vincents 
(Ttiildhall. 

There is a handsome marble m^lunient in the church, with the following in- 
scription: — 

Sacred to the memory of the Honourable Robert Townshend, Esq., son of Robert Townshend, 
of this town, gent. He was an officer in the seven ever-memorable campaigns under the late 
glorious duke of Marlborough, and, at the time of his death, colonel in the king’s first regiment 
of foot-guards, in which place, from faithful and approved services, he merited the valuable 
cliaracter of a brave and experienced soldier ; the distinguished abilities of a gentleman he 
possessed in zo eminent a degree, that the esteem he justly deserved, all who knew 
him liberally gave ; and if any were wanting in that esteem, to him he was not known. 
Reader, may the particulars of his good character (as he himself would desire) live rather in 
thy imitation than his extra praises, and be thou an instance of his laudable worth and goud> 
ness. He died November 26, 1728, aged 46, lamented by many friends, by none more than 
his surviving brother, Mr. William Townshend, who erected this monument.** 

On a tomb enclosed by iron rails, is the following ; — 

Hie jacet corpus Thomas Guyon, gcncr. qui obiit. 24 Novembris, Anno Domini 1664, 
aetatis suae 74. It vftfvc tliis benevolent gentleman who bequeathed 200/. to purchase land for 
a weekly allowance of bread to the poor.” 

' The following is^on a small marble monument: — 

** Memoriae sacrum Gulielmi J^uller, hujifi parochiar generosi, cujus*animi probitas, morum 
integritas, in Deum pielas, erga socios equitas, omnibus qui ilium reapse norint clarissime 
efiulserunt, Morti cessit die Maii 15, Anno Domini 1748, aetatis 68. 

** Hoc manner nitidum tam charo capiti grates persolvens dignos Henricus Fuller, filius ejus 
,superste8, humillime dat dicat dedicat.” 

TRANSLATION. 

• 

“ Sacred to the memory of William Fullef, gent., of this pafish, whose probity, integrity, piety, 
and equity, were conspicuous to all who really knew him. — He yielded to death on the 15th 
day of May, a. u. 1748, aged 68. His only surviving son, Henry Fuller, as an acknowledg- 
ment justly due to so dear a parent, bu^ibly olFers, devotes, and dedicates this monument.” 


an old chapel in the street, and tin old house called the Yield, or 
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On a black marble is inscribed : — 

“Here licth tlie body of Sir Mark Guyon, Knt., a. d. 1690.'* 

In the north aisle there is an inscription, on a brass plate, to the memory of Thomas 
Aylett, of Lincoln’s-Inn, buried here in 1638. The poetical lines that follow are either 
impertectly inscribed, or not very intelligible in the composition. In the north aisle, a 
black marble bears an inscription to the memory of the Honourable Lieutenant John 
Grim, who served under the duke of Ormond, in Flanders, in the year 1714. And 
there are also numerous monuments belonging to the families of Carter, White, and 
Townshend. 

Joan Smith, widow, of London, in IGOl, gave by will 4*00/., from the interest of 
which twenty marks yearly should go to the }> 0 (/r of Great Coggeshall, as her free 
gift for ever, by 5s, in bread, every Sunda)^ftyHbfJ world’s end. Instead of the said 
twenty marks, a yearly rent charge of 15L is granted out of the rectory and church of 
East Tilbury. 

Thomas Guyon, Gent, in IGOl, gave 2()0L to purchase land, the yearly income 
from which should be given to the most honest aged poor of the parish of Great 
Coggeshall, in bread, every Lord’s-day; and to this charity Sir Mark (iuyon added 
121, a-year. 

Samuel Crane, Gent., of Great Coggeshall, in 1(509, left the remits of his nms- 
suages, in Stanhain-street, to be given to the poor, in bread, on the 25t\i of December, 
yearly, for ever. 

Thomas Paycock, clothier, in 1(513, left by will ‘^00/. to the poor of Coggeshall. 

Sir Robert Hitcham, Knt. of Ipswich, by liis will, in 1(536, settled the castle and 
manors of Framlingliam and Saxtead on the master and fellows of, Pembroke hall, 
Cambridge, for the erecting a workliousc at Framlingliam, to set the poor of that 
place, Debenham and Coggeshall, on work first, and after them of other (owns, if 
they see cause, and to provide a substantial stock for that*endT> to build one or two 
almshouses, consisting of • six persons each, for twelve of the poorest and most 
decrepit persons; who shall be allowed 2s, a-piecc weekly during their lives, and 
40a*. each, for a gowm and firing, ev^e’ry year; to erect a schoolhoiise at I'ramlingham, 
and appoint a master, who shall have 4f)/. per annum paid* him to teach thirty or 
forty, or more, of the poorest children of Frandingham, Debenham, and Coggeshall, 
to write, read, and cast accounts, who, , when fit, shall be allowed 10/. a-piecc fo put 
them out apprentices, at the discretion of the four senior fellows of the gollege.” • 'flip 
children of Coggeshall were to be, sent to Framlingliam, but the distance rendering 
this inconvenient, lawsuits arose among the parties concerned ; and it was appointed, 
by the parliament of Oliver Cromwell, in 1(558, that the college should jiay to the 
town of Coggeshall 150/. per annum, which sum should be paid to twelve trustees, 
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and first Tuesday in September, by equal portions ; to be employed for a workhouse at 
Coggeshall, and for a schoolhouse there, for the teaching twenty or thirty poor children 
grammar, reading, writing, and accounts ; for binding out apprentices ; and for sending 
some of the grammar scholars to Cambridge, to the said college, as the trustees shall 
think fit. The master of the free-school to be chosen by the master and fellows of 
Pembroke hall with a salary of 20/. a-ycar. 

There were formerly three unendowed almshouses near the churchyard; these 
have been pulled down; there were also two others at the end of West-street, given 
by Sir Mark Guyon. 

• Dr. John Owen, formerly vicaj* of Coggeshall, was a learned and voluminous 
writer, born in IGIG, at nadham,\in ^fordshire, of which place his father was 
vicar. At twelve years of age he wa^fadmitted into Queen’s college, Oxford, and in 
1G35, attained the degree of A.M., but soon after disapproving the new regulations 
made by Archbishop Laud, the cliancellor at that time, he was obliged, in iG37, to 
leave the university ; when, taking orders, he became chaplain to Sir Robert Dormer, 
of Ascot, in Oxfordshire, and tutor to his eldest son. He was afterwards chaplain to 
John Lord Lovelace, of Hurley, in Berkshire. When the civil war broke out, he 
openly avowed the cause of the parliament, which caused his uncle to disinherit him. 
When Lord Lovelace joined the royal army, Mr. Owen went to London, and soon 
after joined the nonconformists. The earl of Warwick gave Mr. Owen the living of 
Coggeshall, where he soon left the Presbyterians, and formed a church of Inde- 
pendents. He was now sent for several times to preach before the parliament; and 
Cromwell was so pleased with him, that he took him to Ireland, where he remained 
about half a yeav ; and soon afterwards, he was sent into Scotland^ and remained about 
half a yejir in Edinburgh. He was then promoted to the deanery of Christ Cliurch, 
Oxford, where he went in 1G51, and Cromwell, being at that time chancellor of the 
university, noininatetr.him his vice-chancellor. The following year he was created 
D. D. Dr. Owen enjoyed the vice-chancellorship five ydirs, during which he con- 
ducted himself toward the royalists with the greatest moderation. On the death of 
Cromwell, he was removed, and^ at the Restoration evas ejected from his deanery, wlien 
he retired to an estate* he had purchased at Iladham. Lord Clarendon afterwards 
offered to prefer him, if he would conform, but he declined. He died at Ealing in 
1G83. His works were collected and printed* in seven volumes, folio. 

Obadiah Sedgwick, a person of some celebrity, was also vicar here, and James 
Boys, “remarkable,” says Mr. Morant, “for the ‘infinite number of sermons of his 
own composition he left behind him, and his Exposition of the Thirty-nine Articles.” 
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This parish is about four miles in circumference, eleven miles distant from Col- Markshaii. 
Chester, and two from Coggeshall. The situation is low, and the soil not materially 
difierent from that of Coggeshall. It is bounded by the parishes of Coggeshall, 
Pattiswick, Stisted, Halstead, Earl’s Colne, and Feering; and is supposed to have 
been named from the family of De Merc, who held Mark’s Tey, and other estates 
which received their name; particularly the manor of Merks, in Dunmow, in William 
the Conqueror’s time, when this parish bore the name of Mercheshald, to which 
its present appellation bears some resemblance.* 

In Edward the Confessor’s time, this lordship ^ras in the possession of Gudmund ; 
and at the survey of Domesday it belongcdit^vllvigh de Montfort, under whom it was 
holden by Nigell. The Montfort family did not long retain possession ; for Robert, 
grandson of this Hugh, being of the party of Robert Courthose, in opposition to his 
younger brother King Henry the First, and being (jiiestioned for breach of his 
allegiance, obtained leave to go to Jerusalem, and left all his lands to the king,f who 
soon afterwards gave them to the noble family of Bohun, earl of Essex, whose chief 
seat was the honour of Rayleigh; but Hugh de Essex, constable and standard-bearer 
to King Henry the Second, conducted himself unworthily in an expedition which that 
king, in person, made into Wales, in 1163, throwing down the standard, and from 
cowardice running away, which so animated the Welch and discouraged the English, 
from an apprehension of the king’s being slain, that the whole army was ro\ited. 

For this high misdemeanour, being charged with treason by Robert de Montfort, 
and vanquished in a solemn trial by battle, he ought to have suffered death by law ; 
but the king interposed, and sparing his life, caused him to be shorn a monk in the 
abbey of Reading, and seized all his estates.^ This particular manor or lordship 
had been held, from the Conquest, of the honour of Haule, sometimes written Hageley, 

Hagenct, or Dovor Castle; but coming to the crown on Ess'ex’s forfeiture, it was 
granted in fee to a family surnamed, from the place, De Merkeshall, who were at 
first only tenants under the chief lords ; but afterwards became persons of eminence. 

Nigell, who held under Hugh de" Montfort at the general survey, was succeeded by 
his son Robert de Merkeshall, whose name is so written to a deed of Aubrey de 
Vere, about the year 1109;§ Roger de Merkeshall was his son, and held this 
estate of the honour of Hagenet in lJ2lO and iJ^ll, and was succeeded by his son 
Herbert de Merkeshall, who was a considerable benefactor to Coggcshall-abbey : 1| 


• N. Salmon’s History of Essex, p. 207. f Ordoric, Vitalis, p. 823. 

t M. Paris, cd. 10-10, p. 90. Gorvasii Dorob. Chron. col. 1380. § Monastic. Anglic, vol. i. p. 437. 

!) He had license, in 54 Henry III., to give that abbey sixty acres of arable land in Markshali. 
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dying in lie left two sons, Allan and Arthur ; the first of these died unmarried/ 
Arthur, succeeding his brother, left two sons, Thomas and John; but he was 
survived by his mother, Alice, who was married to John le Hunt, a second husband. 
She died in 13't9, and Thomas de Markeshall was her heir ; but died in the following 
year, and his brother J ohn succeeded : he married Alice, who survived him, and held 
this manor in dower till her death, in 1375, and was succeeded by her son Thomas, 
who died in 1437 ; his son, of the same name, was the next possessor on record. 
In 1541, William Markeshall had license to alienate this manor, with appurtenances 
in Markshall, Feering, and Earl’s Colne, and the endowment of the church of 
Markshall, to John Markeshall; and the latter, jointly with his wife, obuined a 
license, in 15()J3, to sell the manor lof Markshall, with appurtenances, to John Cole; 
the Markeshall family having held these ^^yfetes for nearly five hundred years, from the 
Con<|uest to the commencement of tluT reign of (Jueen Elizabeth,* * * § William Cole, on 
the death of John, his father, in 15G7, succeeded to these estates, which he sold, in 
1581, to Edward Deraugh, Esq., whose grandson William, in 1G05, sold Markshall 
to Robert Honey wood, Es(|., of Charing, in Kent; and it continues in the possession 
of descendants of this family to the present time. 

This ancient family derives its name from Henewood, in the parish of Postling and 
hundred of Hene, in Kent, where they flourished soon after the Conquest.f William 
de Honeywoiul, of Honywood, in the county of Kent, lived in the reign of King 
Henry the Second. . Of his three sons, Thomas, Richard, and John, Thomas suc- 
ceeded to the family possessions, and left a son, Edwin de Honey wood, who lived 
in the reigns of Henry the Third and Edward the First; he was u considerable 
benefacUw to Horton priory,]: founded by Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, near 
Postling, as a cell to the abbey at Lewes. His wife was Amabilia, daughter and heiress 
of Nicholas de Handlo, of an ancient and noble family, the capital scat of whose 
barony was Billericay or ^ourtup-strcct, in Allington, near Honywood. This con- 
nexion brought several lord.ships into the family.§ The sons of Edwin Honeywood 
were Ralph, Paine, and John father of Nicholas. The two first w'ere benefactors 
to Horton priory, especially Paine, who gave the monks lands of the annual value of 
nine pounds. Ralph,^ dying .without cliildren, \fas succeeded in the family inhe- 
ritance by Paine, the second brother, whose son, Allan, died in the reign of King 
Richjird the Second, leaving three sons, William, Robert, and John : each of these 
had a son named William, the eldest of whom married Catherine, daughter and 
heirefes of Casebourne, an ancient .family of the castle of Casebournc, in the parish 

• Arms of MerVcshall. Argent, a benil ui-xut rcuiscu same, ciiargeu wiih a ncbulc, or unde, of the last ; 

in the .siiii.stcr »iuartcr an etoilo, sable, pierced argent. 

f Genealog. pA Jo. Pbilpot, Ann. J Register of Horton Priory. 

§ Arms of Handlo. Gule.<<, three crescents, argent. 
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of Newington, near Hythe, in Kent : * by her he had Allan, fathe» of Thomas de 
Honcywood, who married Mary, daughter of William Lovelace, Esq. of Bethersden, 
in Kent,f descended, by the mother’s side, from the ancient families of Broxcomb 
and Pluckley, in that county. It docs not appear that he had any children by this 
lady; but by a second wife he had five sons, — John, Robert, J Richard, Thomas, 
and William; and two daughters, — Alice, wife of — — Dahnington, and Joan. He 
w'as chosen baron of the cinque ports for Hythe in 1459, and died in the reign of 
Edward the Fourth. His eldest son, John, had two wives, by both of whom he had 
many children : his first wife w^as Agnes, daughter and heiress of Henry Marten, Esep 
of Graveny, in Kcnt,§ who, by her large fortune, very considerably added to the 

Honeywood estates ; for her mother Agnes was daughter and heiress of Boteler, 

of Graveny, who married the daughter and heiress of Williaiji Frogenhal, of Frogen- 
hal, of the same coiinty.|| By this first wife John Honcywood had John,lf and four 
daughters, — Bennetta, wife of John Dryland; Isabel, wife of Christopher Lachford; 


* Arms of Casebourne. Sabb*, two chevroncls between three martlets, or. 

f He was the ancestor of the Barons Lovelace, of Hurley, in Berkshire. 

X “ Bobert was of All-Souls collei^e, Oxford, in 15Ud, doctor of the cunoit law, archdeacon of Taunton, and 
prebendary of Windsor, where, dyin^ in ir)22, he was buried in St. George’s chapel.” — Wood's Jt/trn. vol. i. 

§ Arms of Marten. Ardent, a chevron, gules, charged with three talhots courant, *or, Jangued sable. 
Anns of Boteler. Sable, three eujis covered, or, withhi a hordure of the second. 

II .Arms of Frogenhal. Sable, two bars or, a chic‘f, argent. 

% John, the eldest son of John Honeywood, by Agnes Marten, his first wife, had his son and heir, John, who 
was one of the barons of the cinque ports for Hythe in 1547, 2(i Eli/.. He married Mildred, daughter of 
Sir John Hah*s, one of the barons of the exchequer, and had by her, Thomas ; John; Christoplier, who was 
thrice representative for Hythe in the parliament of Elizabeth ; and four daughtt.Ts, Bennetta, Mary, 
Mildred, and Joan ; of these, the eldest wa.s married to William Finch, of Col^well, iiT Kent. Thoma.s, the 
eldest son, married Margaret, daughter of William Beddinglield, Esq., of BellhfSken, in Kent, and had by her 
an only daughter, Elizabeth, married to Thomas Scott, Fsq. of Scott’s Hall, in Kenf. Dying without male heir, 
he was sucet'eded in the chief of his estates by his next brother, Jolm Honey wood,^Esq., wlio married Jane, only 
daughter and heiress of Peter Hcyinan, by Mary his ^ifir, daughter and co-heires^ of William Tyrrel, Esq., of 
Beeches, in Essex. Their only daughter wiis Catherine, heiress to her grandmother, Tyrrel ; she was married 
to Sir Edward Scott, K. B., of Scott's Hall. John Honeywood’s second wife was Joan, daughter and heire.^ii; of 

Perry, of Chatham, in Kent; he had by her, Thomas, and four daughters,— Margaret, married to 

Jonathan Carhell : Mildred, married to — ■ — March? Bennetta, nyirried to llalpli, second son of William 
Heyman ; and Jane, married to John Knatchhull. The son and heir, Sir Tliohias Honeywood, Knt., married 
Jane, daughter of Edward Hales, Esq., of Tcnterden, in Kent, by whom he had John ; William, lord mayor of 
London in 1 (130 ; Edward; Robert; Thomas, a capniin in the Netherlands ; and Benoni. The daughters 
were Margaret, married to Tliomas Boys, of Aler<^am ; IViseilla, married to Robert Scott, brother to 
Sir Edward Scott; and Catherine, married to Thomas Taylor, of Willesborough. Sir Thomas ITonGywoo<}’s 

second wife was Margaret, daughter of Buller, of Shillingham, in Cornwall, by whom he had an onjy 

daughter, Thomasina, married to Francis fiullcr, son and heir of Sir Richard Bnller. Sir John Honeywood, of 
KImstcad and Hone, eldest son of Sir Thomas, had two wives, hut had children by M iry only, daughter of 
Thomas Godfrey, Esq., of Lyd, in Kent; these were, Edward, William, John, Eliy-ibeth, Mary, Jane, and 
Catherine. Edward was created a baronet in 1(360, and from him descended the baronet bi’iiiich of the family 
of Evington, in Kent* 
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iu)OK II. Mary, married .to Vincent Boys, of Bunnington, and, after his decease, to Edmund 

Gayde, of Elmestead ; and Jane, the wife of Ferrers. John Honeywood’s second 

wife was the daughter of Barnes, Esq. of Wye, in Kent, who was the mother 

of Robert, from whom the family of Markshall have lineally descended ; and also 
of two daughters, Bennetta, first married to John Turney, of Brookhill, in Saltwood, 
and afterwards to Walter Moyle, of Buck well, both in Kent ; and Margaret, married 
to Edward Hales. 

I 

Robert, the younger son of J ohn Iloiieywood, Esq. hy his second wife, settled at 
Charing, in Kent, and married a rich heiress, Mary, the daughter of*Robert Allwater, 
or Waters, Esq., of Royton, near Lenham; by her he had seven sons and nine 
daughters. Of the sons, Robert, the eldest, was the heir ; Anthony founded an 
hospital at Lenham; J:^fthur married Ejpabeth, daughter of John Spencer, Esq. of 
Chart-Suttoii, in Kent, by whom he had four sons and six daughters; Isiiac, a captain 
fit tlie famous battle of Newport, in the Netherlands : of the other sons there is no 
account. The nine daughters were all married : Catherine, to William Flete, and after- 
wards to William Hcnmarsli ; Priscilla, to Sir Thomas Ingeham ; Mary, to George 
Morton; Anne, to Sir Charles Hales; Grace, to Michael Ileneagc, from whom were 
derived the earls of Winchelsca and Nottingham; Elizabeth, to George Woodward; 

Susan, to Raiicham ; Benedetta, to Henry Crooke ; and Dorothy, to William 

Crooke. Their father died in 1576, and was buried in Lenham church. His wife, 
Mary Waters, survived him forty-four years, and dying at Markshall in 1620, in lier 
ninety-third year, was buried beside her husband ; but a monument was erected to her 
memory in the church at Markshall. Robert, their eldest son and heir, succeeded to 
the lordship of Charing, and, in 1605, having purchased this estate of Markshall, made 
it his chief jdace of residence. He pulled down part of the old house and built a hand- 
some front, which wa^finished in 1609, as ap|)ears from an inscription in the great hall. 
By his wife Dorothy, daughter ofvfohn Crooke, LL.D., he had Robert,* to whom he 


*1 This Robert was kui^hted in 1625, and married the daughter of Sir IVfartin Barnham, of Halliiigborne, in 
Kent, an»l had by lier tweRty cliildren, of whom, Robert was the eldest son ; Isaac was killed at the siege of 
iVlaestricht; Benedict, a captain in the I^ow Countriet^ Viccsimuft was the twentieth child. Of the daughters, 
Judith was married to John Shilley, Esq., and afterwards to Sir Thomas Pelham, Knt. and Bart. The eldest 
son, Sir Robert, was knighted in 1625, and succeeded his father : he preferred a miliuiry life, and was many 
years engaged in the wars of the Palatinate, in the rank of colonel, and was one of those gallant English 
volunteers who vigorously supported the cause of Frederick, king of Bohemia, father of the Princess Sophia ; 
in Jhis service he sacrificed a great part of his patrimony. In the civil wars of England, he took part with the 
parliament, and by means of his kinsman, Sir I'homas Honeywood, was made one of the council of state in 
1659. In the retirtMuent of his old age, he translated the llistofy of Bdptista Nani, a Venetian Patrician, 
from the Italian into elegant English, which he dedicated to his brother-in-law, Sir Walter Vane, Knt. This 
work was published in folio, in London, in 1673. He married Frances, daughter of Sir Henry Vane, the elder, 
treasurer of the household, and of the privy council, to King (Charles the First; by whom he had Robert, 
Henrv, Charles Lodowic, and thirteen other children. Charles Lodowichad two son8,-~Robert, who succeeded 
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gave the estate in Kent. His second wife was Elizabeth, tlaughter of Sir Thomas 
Browne, Knt., of Betchworth castle, in Surrey, by whom he had six sons, — Thomas ; 
Matthew, who ingirried a daughter of Sir John Rivers, Knt. and Bart.; Peter; 
Henry; Michael, D.D. and dean of Lincoln;* Isaac; and one daughter, Hester, 
married to John Sayer, Esq. of Bourchiers Hall, in Aldham. Robert, the father, 
died in 1627, and his second wife died in 1631. Their eldest son. Sir Thomas 
Honey wood, succeeded to the estate of Markshall: he was born in 1586, at Betch- 
worth castle, in Surrey, and knighted in 1632. His wife was Hester, widow of John 
Manning, Esq., an eminent merchant of London. This lady was daughter and 
heiress of John Lamotte,.Esq., alderman of London; and had, by her first husband, 
three sons, who died before their father ; and Elizabeth, the wife of Maurice Abbot, 
alderman and lord mayor of London, and brother to the two eminent prelates, 
George, archbishop of Canterbury, and Roberl}» bishop of Sarum.' To her second 
husband. Sir Thomas, she bore seven children, of whom, Elizabeth was married to 
Sir John Cotton, Knt. and Bart, of Conington, in Huntingdonshire, son of the 
famous Sir Robert Cotton, founder of the Cottonian Library ; two sons, Thomas, the 
eldest, and John Lamotte, who survived their father: the rest died in their infancy. 
Sir Thomas Honeywood was much celebrated in his time : during the civil wars he 
was of the parliamentary party, and for several years a principal member of the 
committee for Essex. In 1648, he commanded a body of militia at the siege of 
Colchester, and in 1651 wjis colonel of a regiment of Essex men, at the battle of 
Worcester. The same year he took the degree of LL.D., at Oxford,']" and was in 
Oliver Cromwell’s parliaments, as representative of Essex, by whom he was also 
advanced to be one of his lords of the other house.| He died in 1666, ^t Cotton 
House, in Westminster, in the eightieth year of his age. His wife, Hester, survived 
him many years, and dying in 1681, in the seventy-fifth year of her age, was buried 
by his side in the church at Markshall. She is said to have been one of the most 
remarkable persons of her time for piety, charity, and mental o/liowments. 

Thomas Honeywood, Esq., the eldest son, succeeded his father, and died in 
1672; his next brother, John Lamotte Honeywood, Esq., inherited tlie whole estate 
of this family, which was very coiisiderablift. In 1680 and 1681 he was member of 


John Lamotte in the estate of Markshall ; and Philip, who was bred to arms and became colonel of a re^yment, 
general of horse, governor of Portsmouth, aiclc-de>‘yanip to His Majesty, &c. ; in iT t*!", he was created knight of 
the bath, on account of his bravery at the battle of Dcttingcn, and died in ]7>)2, unmarried. 

* Me bad his education at ChrisPs college, Cambridge, of which be was a fellow. During the civil wars he 
was in foreign countries seventeen years, add at the restoration was made dean of Lincoln, where he re-edified 
part of the cloisters, over which he furnished a library witil valuable books. He was distinguished for charity, 
munificence and probity : he died in 1 68 1 , aged eighty-five, and was buried in the cathedral, where a monument 
is erected to his memory. • 

t Wood, Fasti, vol. ii., col. 97. t' Willis's Notit. Pari. vol. iii., pp. 261', 274. 
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parliament, and in 1691, slierifF for this county. His wife was Elizabeth, daughter and 
heiress of Sir William Wisemaft, Bart., of Rivenhall, by whom he liad no children. 
He died in 1693; and after his decease, his widow was married to Sir Isaac Rebow, 
of Colchester. 

The Essex branch of the Honeywood family ceasing with John Lamotte, the next 
heir was Robert Honeywood, Esq., of Charing, who succeeded to the lordship of 
Markshall, and other considerable estates in this county and elsewhere. He was one 
of the deputy-lieutenants for Essex, colonel of a regiment of foo't, and member of 
parliament in the time of King George the First. He married Mary, daughter and 
heiress of Sir Richard Sandford, Bart. ; and on his death, in 1735, was succeeded by 
his son, Richard, who died without surviving offspring in 1755; John, the next 
succeeding brother, also died without children. Philip, the youngest, bred to arms, 
was with liis undle, Sir Philip, at tlif' battle of Dettingen, where he was dangerously 
wounded, and again received a severe wound in the action with the Scottish rebels 
near Clifloii, in Lancashire, in 17 k). . Afterwards he was, by gradual advances, raised 
to the rank of lieutenant-general of horse. On the death of his two elder brothers, 
and of his nejdiew, he succeeded to the fixmily possessions in 1758. Markshall is at 
present the seat of Mrs. Honeywood. 

The mansion-house, which is a large and handsome building, is very pleasantly 
situated on rising ground, and near the church. It yet retains a large portion of the 
ancient fabric built by the family of ]\Ierkeshall, to which a very handsome front was 
added by Robert Honeywood, Esq., and various more recent improvements of successive 
proprietors have contributed to make it a most elegant and agreeable residence. At 
the entrance over the porch arc carved several quarterings of the family arms;* and 
in the hall, on quo side of the mantel}>iece, are the letters R. IT. ()., and on the other 
side the <late 1609, the time when this part of the building was finished. 

In the dining-room there is a fine old portrait of Mrs. Mary (Waters) Honeywood, 
in the habit of her4 t^idowhood, with a book in her hand: on her hat is inscribed 
‘‘.ETATis suvK 70,” and on the opposite side^^ANo dm. 1597.” This extraordinary lady 
was born at Lcnhan;. in Kent, and after having borne sixteen children to her husband, 
remained forty-four years a widow ; and* living t« be ninety-three years of age, saw 
throe hundred and sixty-three persons descended from her, of whom sixteen were her 
own children, one hundred and fourteen were grandchildren, two hundred and 
twenty-eight in the third, and nine in the fourth, generations. At one period of her 
life, Airs. Honeywood became the victim of religious melancholy; and brooding 

\ 

* Arms of Honeywood. Arprciit,. a chevron aAirc, charged with d crescent, gules, between three hawks* 
heads erased, of the sei oml. Crest, on a wrealli, argent and azure, a wolfs head cfrniine, langued gules. 
Motto vivu*' — 1 live by dyiii;r ; but their more ancient motto w^as, “ Justus in aternum vmt ^* — 

The just shall live for ever. 
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this deplorable state of mind she was visited by many Christian ministers of celebrity, 
who endeavoured to dispel the delusion by which she was so grievously oppressed. 

Among these was Mr. John Fox, the martyrologist, whose reasonings and counsels 
proved altogether ineffectual ; so that having a drinking-glass in her hand she threw 
it with violence ’on the floor, exclaiming, in an agony of despair, “ I am as surely 
damned as this ^lass is broken:'* but the glass rebounding from the floor was 
taken up entire, and is yet to be seen, carefully preserved by the family. But even 
tins apparently miraculous occurrence made no favourable alteration, for slie continued 
in the same disconsolate condition, ‘‘ till at last God suddenly shot comfort like 
lightning into her soul, which, once entered, ever remained therein; so that she 
led the remainder of her life in spiritual gladness.” This is what she herself related 
to Dr. Thomas Morton, bishop of Durham, from whose mouth Dr. Thomas Fuller 
received the account.* She was naturally of a thoughtful disposition, and possessed 
ardent feelings tending to enthusijism. In the time of the cruel j)ersecutions under 
Queen Mary she used to visit the prisons, to comfort and relieve the poor persecuted 
protestants ; and when Mr. Bradford was burnt to death in Smithfield she was present, 
determined to see the conclusion of his sufferings ; though the pressure of the crowd 
was so great, that her shoes were trodden from her feet, and she wa5 obliged to go 
barefoot from Smithfield to St. Martin’s-le-Grand before she could furnish herself 
with a new' pair. 

A family named Stephens seems to have been of some note in this parish, and lived 
at the brick house on Markshall-green. In the reign of Elizabeth, William Stephens, 

Esq., by his two wives, Mary and Elizabeth, had seven sons and five daughters, as ap- 
pearsfrom the parish register. J ohn Stephens sold the estate to Sir Thomas Honeywood, 

The church, dedicated to St. Margaret, is amoderij octagonal brick building, erected ciiurdi. 
by General Honeywood. The altarpiece is a fine painting, rfj^n'esenling the taking 
down of our Saviour frodi the cross. There is a fine marble statue of a woman Monument, 
kneeling, which an inscription informs us is for Mary Waters, the daughter and 
coheir of Robert Waters, of Lcnbam, in Rent, wdfe ^f Robert Honeywood, Esq., of 
Charing, in Kent, her only husband. She had, as has been said, at her decease, 
lawfully descended from her, three hundred and sixty-seven children. She led a 
most pious life, and in a Christian manner died at Markshall, in the ninety-third yeai' 
of her age, the 16th of May, 1620. The inscription on the statute is as follows*: 

** In memoriam charissimaB ac pietissimae matris^suse officii et amoris sacrum, hoc posuitillius 
primogenitus Robertus Honeywood, armiger.*’ 


gloomy ideas of fanaticism, assured herself tliat she was one of the unfor- c H A p. 
iss of human beings believed to be predestinated to endless misery. In ' 


VOL. I. 


• Fuller’s Worthies of Kent, p. 86. 
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TRANSLATION. 

“ To the memory of his most dear and pious mother, Robert Honey wood, Esq., her eldest 
son, erected this monument of his duty and esteem.** 

There are also several other memorials of the Hoiicywood family. 

In 1831 this parish contained fifty-two inhabitants. 


PEERING, OR FERTNO. 

This extensive parish is fourteen miles in circumference, and lies partly on the 
London road; it is separated from Kelvedon and the hundred of Witham by the 
river Pant. At Feeriiig-hill, and a place called Gore-pit, there are a considerable 
number of housea : others arc disperse!- about the parish. 

Tlie name is derived from the two Saxon words Veanp «nd * 1115 , meaning a bull’s 
meadow or pasture. In records it is called Peering, Feringes, Frcaring; and in 
Domesday book, Pheringas, and Ferlingas. 

Fceriiig is three miles south-east from Coggeshall ; five from Witham ; nine from 
Colchester, and forty-tw^o from London. Some of the land is reckoned equal to any 
in the county, and it lies high.* 

In the time .of Edward the Confessor, Harold, afterwards king of England, and a 
thane named Brictinar, held all or the greater part of tliis parish ; and at the general 
survey it belonged to Ralph Peverell, and the abbot of Westminster. It has been 
anciently divided into two capital and two smaller manors. 

The large estate of Feringliury belonged to Westminster Abbey in 1313, and was 
retained iJy that house till its dissolution, when it came to the crown ; and afterwards, 
when King Henry the Eighth constituted Westminster a bishopric, he, in 1/543, 
made the manor and rectory of Feering, and advowson of its vicarage, pai*t of the 
endowment. But tljjji bisiiopric being suppressed in the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
l/ 5 o 0 , this part of its possessions \vas given to Nicholas Ridley, bishop of London; 
and afterwards confirmed to his successor, Bisliop Bonner, by Queen Mary, in 1553. 
It has remained in fliis appropriation, ancj has been held, by lease, under succeeding 
bisliojis, to the present time. * The mansion-house is about half a mile from the 
church. 

PrCsted Hall, sometimes written Prestwood ILill, also Perested, and Porsted, and 
in Domesday book Pcrcsteda, belonged to Ralph Peverell at the general survey, 
but had previously been possessed by Brictmar. The mansion is about half a mile 
from the church, and lies a little to the south of the London road. Bricn, the son of 


* Tlie avera^i* liiinual jiroducc of bushels per acre is, wheat, twenty-two; barley, thirty-two; oats, twenty- 

eight ; and beans, twenty-four. 
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Ralph, held this lordship of the honour of Pevcrcll, of London, in the reign of Henry 
the Second.* Nicholas Engaine held it at the time of his death, in 1322. f It 
iifterwards came to the Western family,:}: a branch of which was ennobled with 
the title of earl of Portland. They were originally of Staffordshire; but Sir William 
de Weston was of Boston in 1249 and 127G. He had two sons, John de W’eston, of 
Weston, in Staffordshire, and Michael, who w'as the first of this family that settled in 
Essex : he was 'living in 1285, and had two sons, Thomas and Humphrey. The 
latter lived at Prcsted Hall, and in the record is named Humphrey de Persted. He 
held here one knight’s fee under John dc V^ere, earl of Oxford, who died in 1300. 
His five immediate successors were also of Prcsted Hall: — Humphrey, in 1371. 
Humphrey, who, at the time of his decease, in 1387, left John, who had the estate at 
Boston, and Robert, living from 1417 to 1429. Richard and Robert were his sons, 
of whom Richard lived here from 1431 to 1483: his son and heir was John, succeeded 
by William Weston, of this place, and of London, mercer, in 1513, who, by Margaret 
his wife, had Richard, William, Thomas, and Jolin, father of Richard, of Skreen’s, in 
Roxwcll,§ and two daughters, Margaret and Mary. To each of the sons lie gave 
20/. a year, and to the daughters 10/. each for their portions. Richard Weston, the 
eldest son, of Prested Hall, and Colchester, who died in 1541, had, by his wife 
Elizabeth, John, who left his son and heir, Robert Weston, Esq., of Prostc*d Hall; 
he died in 1601, || leaving two daughters, coheiresses, Anne and Mary*: Dorothy, his 
widow, was married to Thomas Fuller, Gent., her second husband; who, by virtue 
of Robert Weston’s will, became guardian to his two daughters, of whom Mary seems 
to have died young, for Ann brought this estate, in marriage,^! to Dean Tindall, Esq., 
son and heir of Sir John Tindall, Knt., of Great Maplestead. By her he l\ad several 
sons and daughters; and on his death, in 1678, at the age of ninety-two, was buried in 

Great Maplestead church. J ohn Tindall, Esep, his son and heir, sold this estate to 

Owtram. It afterw^ards became the property of Sir ^Francis St. John, wdiosc daughter 
Mary, by marriage, conveyed it to Sir John Bernard, Bart., \('Iro also, in h(*r riglit, 
came to the possession of^Church Hall, in Kelvcdon, and several other considerable 
estates. 

Chambers is the next succeeding manor ;• the house .is by the road side, not far from 
the church. We have very little account of its owners; it w^as a considerable time in 

• Lihfcr llubcr, fol. *20. j Inqu. Ifi lid. II. See under Colne- Engfiiiie. J See under Uoxwell. 

§ John Weston w;is great-jj^randfather to Uiehiml, created earl of I’ortland. 

II lie held this manor of Prested Hall,, with appurtenances, and divers lands and tenements in Feering, 
Messing, Inworth, alias Inford, belonging to the said inn tor, holden of the carl of Oxford, as of his manor of 
llcdingham (\'istle, by fealty only ; also, other lands, called Salmons, or Mochoiis, or Rawlins, and Batidls, 
Amis, or Avis Crofts, AViglainds, or Savers Lee. — Inq, *2 Jw', 

Arms of Weston. Argent, on a chief, azure, live bezants. 
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possession of the Rettenson family, who also had an estate at Layer de la Hay. It 
afterwards became the property of Lady Philipson. 

Howchins, also called Fouchins, has the manor-house near the road from Mark’s 
Tey to Coggeshall, and the lands extend into the contiguous parishes of Little and 
Great Tey. It belonged anciently to Hugh de Feriiig, who took his surname from 
this parish, and who, with Alinore his wife, conveyed the manor of Howchins to St. 
John’s abbey, in Colchester, in the year 1332 . Coming to the crown at the dissolution 
of abbeys, it was, in 1557, granted by Queen Mary to Augustin Thayer. It afterwards 
came to the Marhall family ; William Marshall was in possession of it at the time of 
his death in and it was afterwards the property of Henry Marshall, Esq., of 
Berkshire. It passed from the Marshalls to tlie Honeywood family, of Markshall. 

The church, dedicated to All Saints, is pleasantly situated on high ground ; it has 
north and south aisles, which arc leaded, though the nave and chancel are tiled. The 
south wall and the porch arc of brick ; and a painting in one of the windows of a 
shuttle and three feathers, with the letters H. P., gave rise to the tradition that these 
parts were built by a weaver.* A square tower at the west end is of stone, and con- 
tains five bells. 

The following inscription is against the wall in the chancel : 

^'Charissimsc Judithac, filiae Johannis Gaell, de Hadilcigh, Gen., ego Robertas Aylett, ilHus 
conjux, posui 11 Dec., 1623 : act. suae 29.” 


TRANSLATION. 

“ To the most beloved Judith, daughter of John Gaell, of Hadilcigh, Gent. I, Robert Aylett, 
her husband, have erected this, Dec. 11, 1623 : her age was 29. 


God would no longer spare this treasure lent, 
Tier gain must give me fur my loss content ; 
Virtue by her was practised, well as known, 
She, dying, reaped what living she hadkown: 


Since slic was so transcendent in her kind, 

Wliy died the stock .and left no branch behind ? 
Heaven would not so much for one person do, 

As give him such a wife and children loo.'* 


On the right, going toward the church, there are almshouses for four dwellers, 
but they have no endowment : a field of four acres, not far distant, is said to have been 
formerly appropriated to that purpose. 

In 1881 this parish contained seven hundred and thirty-five inhabitants. 


PATTISWirtf. 

* ’rills little parish is not in Domesday book, it being, at the time of the survey, a 
hamlet to I'eering, and has been generally since so considered. Yet it is separated 
from that jiarish by Coggeshall. 


♦ Symonds’s Collect, vol. i., fol. Si7. 
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The Saxon word CDic signifies a village, castle, farm-house, or ,dairy ; the true 
signification to be determined by the circumstance and situation of the place. The 
first part of the name is said to be Paat, (Saxon) a way or path, but this etymology 
is doubtful : Norden derives the name from the family of tlie Pates, of the time of 
Edward the Second ; but this name occurs in records of a much earlier date, and it 
does not appear that the, Pates ever had an estate here. 

Pattiswick, as a member of Feering, belonged to Westminster Abbey till the 
dissolution of monasteries. By reference to ancient writings, it appears that Simon 
Retail, lord of Wivenhoc, in the thirtieth of King Henry the Third, had free warren in 
Pateswik, Stisted, and Wiveiihoe.* And in the forty-ninth of the scamc reign, Sir 
Theobald de Feringf had free warren in Patiswick. In 1377, John Sewale, Esq., of 
Cqggeshall, held here, under the abbot of Westminster, one carucate of land : and 
the greater part of the parish seems to have been held, under the same abbot, by the 
Hende family, of whom Sir John Hende died in 1418, possessed of the manor of 
Picots and other lands here. John Hende, Esq., the eldest son, died here in 14-()1, 
leaving an only daughter, wife of Walter Writtle, Esq., who, in her right, inherited 
this and other great estates. His son John dying under age, they devolved to his 
kinsman, John Basset, and were in possession of his son Gregory at the time of his 
death, in 15538. Some of these lands in Pattiswick, Rocking, and Crossing, arc 
stated to have been holdeii of the carl of Essex, and others of the prior of St. John, 
of Jerusalem. After the dissolution of the bishopric of Westminster, this manor of 
Pattiswick was given, with that of Feering, to the bishop of London. 

The subordinate manor of Pattiswick took the name of Picots, or I^igots, from its 
ancient owners, lulward Fabian, Esq., died possessed of this estate in 15()1 : Wil- 
liam Fabian was his son. It was the property of Sir Edmund Huddleston in the 
reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James the First; and in 1()533, his son and 
heir, Henry, jointly with Sir Robert Huddleston, Knt., sold it to John Darcy, Esq., 
Serjeant at law, and it passed by w^ill to Sir Thomas Darcy*, Jf Braxted Hall. On 
the death of Sir George barcy, unmarried, it came to his three sisters, coheiresses, — 
Frances, married to Sir W’^illiam Dawes, Bart., afterwards archbishop of York; Mary, 
to Richard, or Thomas Boteler, Efeq.; and ‘Elizabeth, .to William Picrpoiit, Esq. : these 
three coheiresses sold the estate, in 1703, to Herman Olmius, Esq., who, in 1704, 
gave it to his son, John Olmius, Esq., grandfather of Lord Waltham, of New 
Hall. 

The capital messuage called Pattiswick Hall was formerly enclosed in an extensive 
park : Oldfield Grange estate 'belonging to Osgood Hanbury, Esq., Woodhousc 
farm, and Stanstead lordship, and other estates, extend into this parish. 
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• Cart. Antiq. 30 Henry III. m. 9. 


t Idem, 48 Henry III. 
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building with a wooden spire; was anciently a chapel of case to Fecring, and went, 
with the mother church, to the bishop of London. At the time of its erection, in the 
reign of Edward the First, this church had no right of burial ; but the inhabitants ob- 
tained permission, in 1313, on account of their great distance from the mother church.* 
Mr. Symonds informs us, that in his time there was an ancient inscription to the 
memory of William Chapman, who was a benefactor to the church, and died in 1381 ; 
and in the chancel, one for Bartholomew Skearno, Esq., who died August 13, 15(58, 
having had, by Jane his wife, three sons and four daughters: Emanuel, John, and 
Fabian; Frances, Jane, Mary, and Jane. By one of the sons being named Fabian, 
wc may conclude tliat lie married one of the Fabian family. 

Populriiion. 1831 this ])arish contained three hundred and forty-one inhabitants. 

INWOllTlI. 

In worth. Inw’orth parish is twelve miles in circumference : it comes up to the London road, 

near I’eering-hill, and extends on the opposite side to Ti])trcc-hcatli. It is one and 
a half miles from Kelvedon, ten from Colchester, and forty-one from London. It has 
a strong loamy soil, and is situated on high ground, f 

The etymology of the name of this parish is not known : it is variously written in 
records — Inenvdrth, Innesworth, Inncw^ord, and Inford, It has two manors, or reputed 
manors ; but this place not being mentioned in Domesday book, it cannot be known 
to whom they belonged in the earliest times. 

M.'inor. I'hc manor of Inworth has a nifinsion-hoiise about a quarter of a mile from the 

church ; ifr formed })art of the endow'iucnt of the nunnery of Helenstow% in Bedford- 
shire, founded by fludith, niece to William the Conqueror, and wife of Waltheof, earl 
of Huntingdon.]; It is not known who gave it to that house, but it retained posses- 
sion till its dissolution. Jt afterwards belonged to the Carew family, and to Henry 
Racket, (lent. ** • 

f'hjdings- The manor of Chedingsw^ll, named also Cuddingswcll, Chiswell, Chiswick 
Grange, and I utw'ick:, belonged to Coggesliall abbey. The house is about a mile 
from the church. This^ estate .was held *by John* Pascal, at the time of the sup- 
pression, and, in 1538, was granted by King Henry the Eighth to Sir Thomas 
Seymqur, who exchanged with the king, who afterw^ards granted it, in 1543, to 

I.ord Rich. Robert Rich, Esq., younger brother to Sir Richard, afterwjirds Lord Rich. This 
pT\)prietor dying in 1558, left by Elizabeth, his wife, daughter of Colvill, Esq., 


Church. 


Inscriji- 

tions. 


* Symoiids’8 Collections, vol. i., lol. 359. 

f A annual produce oi hushels per acre: wheat, twenty- two ; barley, thirty- six ; oats, twenty- two; 

and beans, twenty-Vour. 

t Monastic. Anglic, and Bp. *1 aimer’s Not. Monastics. 
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Elizabeth, his only daughter, married to Robert Burgen, or Burgginc, Esq., who 
died without children, leaving his widow in possession of the manor of Chedingswcll, 
and two granges, called Chiddingswell and Tutwick, and a wood and lands, called 
Grange Wood, in Inworth, otherwise Inford, Messing, Great Braxted, and Tolleshunt 
Tregoose. She was succeeded by her next heir, Richard Tiord Rich, who was suc- 
ceeded on his death, in 1566, by his son Robert, created earl of Warwick in 1618, 
and dying in 1619, was succeeded by his noble descendants. Robert, earl of 
Warwick, who died in 1658, was the third of that name and dignity, who, dying 
in 1659, was succeeded by Charles, his next brother, who died in 1673, leaving no 
children ; in consequence of which, the great eshites of the family were divided among 
numerous coheirs, and this, among others, became the property of Sir Henry St. 
John, from whom it went to Sir Francis St. John, Bart., and afterwards to Sir John 
Bernard. 

The following estates, in the records, are said to extend into this parish : the manors 
of Tippe, Kelvedon, or Easterford Hall, and Coggeshall ; part of the lands given by 
Hugh de Fcring to St. John’s abbey, and part of the tenement called (iutters and 
Suttons. 

Ewel More, in Inford, (Inworth,) belonged to John Lord Marney in 15J25. 

The church, dedicated to All Saints, has a small ancient porch on the south side, 
built with Roman bricks and flints ; on the front there is a cross of bricks, and within 
the porch a very antic jue lozenge-shaped ornanumt of the same material. In the wall, 
near the altar, is an ancient piscina, and within the church there are some remains of 
a tessellated pavement. There is a gallery and pews of modern erection; and insu?ad 
of the ancient steeple which fell down, as related by Mr. Syinonds, there is a small 
wooden turret. This living, which is a rectory, belonged, with the manor, to Elnstow 
nunnery till the suppression, when it was given, by Philip and Mary, to ^\'illiam 
Riggs and others, from whom it has passed to ether patrons. A glcl)c of about 
fifty-seven acres belongs to this living. 

In 1831 this parish contained four hundred and forty-three inhabitants. 

MESslNG. 

This parish of Messing is distinguished by a lighter soil than some of the adjoining 
parishes, it lies high, and (extends to fifteen miles in circumference. It is foui; miles 
south-east from Coggeshall, eight frorii Colchester, six from Witham, and forty-four 
from London. The village is very pleasantly situated, and has a fiiir on thh first 
Tuesday in July. The name is supposed to be from the Saxon Me pa, a cow ; or from 
Mept, largest, with the word mj, meadow : meaning, either, the largest meadow, or 
the cow’s meadow. In records it is w’ritten Messinges, Messanges, Mescinge, See* 
This parish, in the time of Edward the Confessor, was in two portions, held by a 
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freeman^ named *Orniar, and by a free woman, and belonged to Roger de Ramis,* and 
to Ralph Baynard, whose under tenant was named Bernard. There are three manors 
in this parish. The mansion of Messing manor was Messing Hall, named, also, 
Baynards, and Baynards castle : it was about a quarter of a mile from the church. 
This ancient building has been pulled down. Anchetil is mentioned in Domesday 
book, and Anchetil de Metings, who held lands here in Henry the Second’s time of 
Robert de Raines, is supposed to be his descendant,f Albcric dp Vere, earl of 
Oxford, in the time of King John, held the sixth part of a kight’s fee here, and his 
posterity got afterwards this whole manor of Messing in exchange for lands in 
Beauchamp Walter ; and Hugh de Vcrc held it, in 1263, of the king in capite as of the 
fee of Roger de Mossing: Robert de Vere, his son, succeeded him. His grandson, 
Robert, in the first of Edward the Second, passed this manor by fine, for the sum of 
20/. sterling, to John dc Prayers, and it afterwards was in the ‘Baynard family ; it 
afterwards passed, with Herberts manor, to Lord Grimston. 

Herberts, Ilarburghs, or Harburghte, was originally a distinct manor, but after- 
wards went along with the manor of Messing. The house is about a quarter of a mile 
from the church. It took its name from a family surnamed de Hardburgh. Anchetil 
de Metings, in the reign of King Henry the Second, complained, that “ Roger de 
Hardburgh held the greatest part of Methings of his demesne, but he did not know 
of whom, nor by what right.” In King John’s reign, Hugh de Herdberg held land 
in Messing, and free marriage, of the gift of Robert de Raines. In 1473 Richard 
Baynard, who had the manor of Messing, held also the manor of Ilarburghs of the 
king, as of his honour of Reynes, by the service of half a knight’s fee, and from this 
time it sechis to have been united to the manor of Messing. Of the family of Baynard, 
Thomas was living in 1200. Imania Baynard, who died in 1271, held by service one 
knight’s fee here, of the king in capite. Her children were Reginald, Roger, 
Richard, and Alice. The first of ‘these dying young, Roger succeeded to this estate, 
and had also the inaiior of Old Hall, in Rainc, and a cqnsiderable estate in Little 
Malden. Leaving no children, on his death he was succeeded by his nephew, 
Thomas Baynard, sdn of his brother Richard, who died in 1344, and his wife Joan, 

fl 

who had this estate for Ijfe, died in 1349; John, their son, is supposed to have died 
without children, for in 1375, Thomas Baynard held, jointly with Katharine, his wife, 
the manor of Messing, of the king, as of his honour of Reines ; and this is the first 

I* 

^ llogtT de Ramis, chief lord of this parish, was one of the Conqueror’s warriors, and rewarded by seven 
manors in this county, which were erected into a barony, called tlie barony of Reynes, the head of which was 
** Old Hall,” in Little liayne. 

f King Henry the Third granted to Hugh, son of Anketill de Mcscinge, all the land which lie held of the 
barony of Reyncs^ in the villages of Mcssaiiges, Birche, Badow, and other places, and what he and his heirs 
should afterwards purchase, with ample privileges and liberty of hunting in all the forests of England,—* 
Charta de Foresta de Essex. 
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time tlie manor of Messing is mentioned as belonging to the Baynard fan»ily : Richard * * * § 
Baynard, their son and heir, had two wives. ‘ The second was Grace, widow of John 
Peyton, of East Thorpe; and daughter of John Burgoyne, Esq., of Drayton, in 
Cambridgeshire. The children by this marriage were Richard, Lewis, Elizabeth, 
wife of Thomas Bray, and Margery, wife of Thomas Knivett. Richard Baynard, 
Esq., succeeded his father in this manor of Messing, and possessed, at the time of his 
death, in 1473, the manor of Harburghs, both holden of the honour of Reines ; also 
Buttons, Gutters or Gotterys in this parish. Inworth, and Feering. By his wife, 
Margaret, daughter of Thomas Knivett, he had two children : Richard, wdio died 
young, and Grace, who became his sole heiress,* and, before his decease, was 
married to Thomas Langley. Her second husband was Edward Daniel, Esq., son 
of Sir Thomas Daniel, (baron of Rathwire, in Ireland, and lord deputy there, under 
King Edward the Fourth,) by Margaret, his wife, sister to John Howard, duke of 
Norfolk.^ Grace Baynard, by her second husband, had Edward, John, and Thomas, 
and Jane, married to Sir John Jermyn, of Metisheld, in Suilblk; Margaret, wife of 

Green, of Witham, in Essex ; Elizabeth, abbess of Multym, and Catherine, 

Grace Langley, daughter of Richard Baynard, died in l/)08, and her second son 
became her heir, who, dying in 1556, was succeeded by Edmund, his eldest son, 
on whose demise, in 1570, he left a son John, his successor; after whom, were 
Edmund and John Daniel, Esep, of Messing. The latter married Hawisia, daughter 

of Tyrell, hisq., and had by her two daughters ; of tliesc, Ursula was married first 

to William Wiseman, Esq., of Great Baddow, son of George Wiseman, of Upminster, 

. and had by him William and John. Her second husband w'as (jcorge Aylett, gent., 
of Coggcshall.J This estate came into the possession of the Chibborne family about 
the commencement of the reign of James the First. Christopher Chibborne died in 
1606, possessed of the manor of Messing, called Baynards and Harburghs. He 
was married first to Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Lawren^’c, of F.ast Tilbury, by 
whom he had Sir Charles, his eldest son and heir,§ and Alexaiuler. His second 

wife was the daughter of -* Maxey, Esq., of Bradwell Hall, by whom he had George, 

and Susan, the wife of Robert Fulmer. His third wife was Joan, daftghter of Thomas 
Spilman, of Great Chart, in Kent.* Sir CBarles Chibborne succeeded his fatlier 
Christopher in this valuable estate, which included nearly the whole parish : he 
married first Anne, daughter of Thomas Spilman, of Great Chart, by whom he had 
his son Hanamecl, and three daughters, Afine, Frances, and Elizabeth. His second 
wife was Winifred, daughter of Robert Wiseman, of Mayland, in this county ; and fie 

* Arms of Baynard. Sable, a*fcss between two clfcvroiis, or. 

t For an aceount of the Daniel family see Harvic’s Visitation of Suftblk in p. 22. 

X Arms of Daniel. Four fusils in pale, sable. 

§ lie was knighted in 1618 . — Catalogue of Knights. 
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BOOK II. had by her John, Winifred, and Mary. Sir Charles, on his death in 1619, was 
succeeded by his son, Hanameel Cbibborne, Esq,, who married Mary, daughter of 
George Newman, of Canterbury, and of Newman Hall, in Quendon, and had by her 
George, Charles, Cibella, and Hanameel,* 

Soon after the Restoration, this manor was in the possession of the Luckyn family, 

• of Great Baddow and Little Waltham. Sir William Luckyn, of the last-mentioned 
parish, was father of Sir Capel Luckyn, Knt., and Bart., who was seated at Messing 
Hall. He married Mary, eldest daughter pf Sir Harbottle Grimston, of Gorhambury, 
master of the rolls; she died in 1718, aged eighty-six, and left six sons and seven 
daughters: William, George, Harbottle, William, Grimston, Capel: the daughters were 
Mary, Anne, Mary ; Mildred, married to Thomas Smyth, Esq., of Smyth s Hall, in 
Blackmore, and afterwards to Davison Browning, of London; Mary; and Sarah, who 
first married Richard Saltonstall, Esq., of South Okendon, to whom she bore a son, 
Richard; her second marriage was to Dacre Barrett, Esq., of Bellhouse, being his 
third wife. Sir William Luckyn, the eldest surviving son, succeeded his father, and 
marrying Mary, daughter of William Sherington, Esq., of Hampshire, alderman of 
London, had by her ten sons and five daughters. Of the sons, Capel was an 
attorney-at-law ; Charles, of Merton College, Oxford, rector of Pebmarsh, and vicar 
of Messing; of the daughters, Mary was wife of Richard Tristram, vicar of Feering, 

and rector of Wakes Colne ; Elizabeth was married to the Rev. Parsons, rector 

of Beningham, and Hampnel, in Norfolk; and Sarah was married to Mr. Joseph 
I lucks, brewer, of London. William, the second son, being adopted by his uncle, 
Sir Snmuel Grimston, changed his name to that of Grimston, and was created, in 
1719, Viscount Grimston, and baron of Dunboync, in Ireland. Sir Harbottle, the 
eldest son, w^s cup-bearer to Queen Anne, and George the First, and died, unmarried, 
in 1736. The rest of the sons dying without children, this estate was given to the 
Honourable Harbottle Grimston, Esq., who took the name of Luckyn. 

Bourchiers Bourchiers Hall i.s on the south side of the church ; it took its name from the noble 
family of Bourchier, earls of Essex, to which it belonged. An estate, passed by fine 
from John de Preers to John de Busscr in 1309, is supposed to be this,f of which 
John Lord Bourchjer died possessed in 1400. His son, Bartholomew Lord 
Bourchier, had it till his death in 1409 ; and his daughter, Elizabeth, conveyed it 
in, marriage to her two husbands: Hugh Stafford Lord Bourchier, who died in 1421, 
and Sir. Lewis Robissart, who died in 1430, — she herself died in 1432. Henry 

• Arms of Chibborne. Per pale, argent and gules, three left-h^nd gauntlets; on a chevron, sable, three 
cinquefoils or roses, argcnL Crest. On a torse, argent and gules, an ostrich's head erased, azure ; holding 
in his beak .... argent, streamed or. 

f Arms of* Luckyn of Messing. Sable, a fesse dancette between two leopards* faces, or ; a mullet for 
(lilTcrcnce. Crest, the same as Luckyn of Little Waltham. 
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Bourchier, earl of Essex, at the time of his decease in 1483, held this manor of the 
bishop of London; and the last of the Bourchier family who held it was Anne, Lady 
Bourchier, and marchioness of Northampton, in 1570. The heir of the marchioness 
was Walter Devereux, Viscount Hereford, from whom it came to the Goldings, lords 
of the manor of East Thorpe, and their successor, Sir George Kingsmill, died in 1605, 
when this, with the rest of the parish, came to the Chibborne and then to the Luckyn 
family, and to Lo^ Grimston.' 

Other estates in this parish are — ^Baynards, the mansion-house of which is by the 
side of the road from Messing to East Thorpe; Wells ; Rand’s Place, an estate with a 
brick house, about a mile south-west from the Church-hill House : a tenement called 
Whites, another called 'Finches, and’ another c^led Lak’s Meadow, belong to the 
free-school at Earl’s Colne. — William de Roding had a park here -in the reign of 
Edward the Third. . 

The church and the village occupy the most pleasant part of the parish ; the 
parsonage-house is in good repair ; and numerous neat and handsome buildings render 
this an agreeable vicinity. The chancel of the church is paved with black and white 
marble ; and in the east window, over the communion-table, there is *a fine paititing 
of stained glass, representing Faith, Hope, and Charity,. and what are called works of 
mercy, such as feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, and clothing the 
naked. It is not known who placed this beautiful and appropriate ornament here, 
but it is said to have been Sir Christopher, or Sir Charles Cliibborne, who also 
caused the church to be otherwise greatly ornamented, particularly with handsome 
carvings on the sides of the pews. 

In a recess in the north wall of the church there is a carved wooden figure oPan armed 
knight. There is a tradition that he was the founder of this churcli ; and we find him 
called Sir William de Messing. There was an inscription over him which is now 
obliterated. This figure, being cross-legged, shows’ that ho was a knight templar, or 
at least concerned in the crusades of the twelfth century. 

In the aisle there is the following inscription : 

“ Here lieth buried John Porter, yeoman, whe^died April 29, 1600 : he had issue eight sons 
and four daughters by one woman. 

Learn so to live by faith, as I did live before ; Learn so to live, to give, to keep, to lend, to 

Learn so to give in faith, as I did at my door ; spend, • 

Learn so to keep by faith, as God be still tby store; That God, in Christ, at day of death, may prove 

Learn so to lend, as 1 did to the poor ; thy friend.” 

This church was given by AuTbrey de Vere, earl of Oxfofd, to Colne priory, to 
which the great tithes were appropriated, and a vicarage ordained.* After the disso- 

* The grant was in these words: **Sciant presentes et futuri, quod ego, Comes AlbericuS Oxenford, dedi 
et conccssi ecclesie de Colum, et monachis ibi Deo servientibus, ccclesiam de Mctcin^s, cum omnibus per- 
tinentiis suis, in puram et perpetuam tdeembsinam, pro salute aftinic mcc ct antecesserum ineorum ita tani 
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lution of monasteries, King Henry the Eighth gave the rectory, or impropriate tithes, 
and advowson of the vicarage, to John de Vere, earl of Oxford, a descendant of the 
original grantor. His grandson, Edward, earl of Oxford, sold them to Christopher 
Chibborne, Esq., and from him they have, passed to subsequent proprietors. The 
vicarage has a glebe of between thirty and forty acres. 

Captain John Chibborne left forty shillings a year for preaching two sermons on 
mortality, on the 15th of April, the day of his death.' Edward L\ickyn, Esq., built 
and endowed an almshouse here consisting of four dwellings. 

In 1821 this parish contained seven hundred and five, and in 1831 seven hundred 
and seventy-five inhabitants. 


EAST TIIOllPE. 

The name of this village, from which the parish is also denominated, is Saxon, 
eapt Dopp ; signifying, the eastern village ; as lying in that direction from Kelvcdon 
and Eecring. The parish is eight miles in circumference, and in situation and soil 
does not difier materially from the adjoining parishes. It is three miles south from 
Coggcshall, six from Colchester, and forty-five from London. 

Previous to the CoiKiuest, this parish belonged to Edric, a freeman ; and at the time 
of the survey had been given to Eustace, earl of Boulogne, whose under-tenant was 
named Hugh.* In the time of King Stephen it had become vested in the crown, and 
afterwards went with Birch to Roger and William de Plane : it was holden of the latter 
of these by William Blund, of London, who obtained from King John, for himself 
and his men, or tenants of Birch and East Thorpe, to be exempt of suits of shires and 
hundreds, and aids to sheriff's and their bailiffs, and all pleas and plaints belonging to 
them ; and safely to trade throughout the king’s dominions, paying the j)roper customs 
for their merchandises. It was granted by William Blund to a branch of the Gernon 
family, descended from Robert •Gernon, who at the time of the survey held many 
lordships in Essex? ilie head of whose barony was Stanstcad Mountfitchet. In 1211 
it was certified into the exchequer, that Ralph Gernon held three knight’s fees in 
liSthorpc and Britlie during the king’s pleasure ; and they are said to have been some 
of the lands belonging to the .Normans, Vhich observation implies that they became 
forfeited when Normandy was wrested out of King John’s hands by Philip, king of 
France. William Gernon held these possessions in 1258; Sir Ralph, his son, held 
tlic same, and also the advowson of the church, in 1274: and so also did his son. 

Michael, clencus mens, tenebit cam dt? cc€;l«*i;ia de Colum et monachis ibi commorantibus, pro centum 
solidis aiiiuiatuni reddendis ad quatuor tenninos, &c. Kt nt* in pbsierum hec conccssio irrita habcalur, illam 
siffilli inci corroborationc cuntirmo. Et Michael, 6lericus, junivit cnrain me, et coram priore et convciitu de 
('ohim, quod ipse fidem et legalilatem portabit ccclesie cl monachis de Colum, et quod ipse non qiicret, artes 
iiec in^eiiium, vka sua, unde ccclesia et monachi de Colum sint elongati de ecclesia de Metcing per dies suos. 
Ills testibus, Symoqp de Cantclu ; ’Albcrico, iilio meo; Johanne Tresgo/., &c.'’ — Rt^gister of Colne Priory ^ 
fol. 18, 19. 
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Sir William, in 1327, whose son, Sir John Gernon, in 1332, made |i grant of East 
Thorpe to his son Sir John, and Alice his wife: this Alice was daugliter, and became 
sole heiress, of Sir Roger Colville, of Bythara, in Lincolnshire, 'fhe last-mentioned Sir 
John died in 1383, having had by his wife Alice two daughters, Joan, married to 
John, son of Lord Botetourt, by whom she had an only daughter, Joan, married to 
Sir Robert Swynborne. Margaret, the other daughter of Sir John Gernon, was mar- 
ried to Sir John Peyton, of Peyton Hall, in Boxford, a branch of the noble family of 
Uffords, earls of Suffolk; and, on the partition of the Gernon inheritance,* this 
estate came to J . Peyton, Esq., in right of his wife. The time of his death is not known, 
but his wife Margaret died in 14'14, holding this manor and the advowson of the 
church of the king in capite. John, their son, died before his mother, in 1403 
or 1404, and is buried in the church at Stoke Neyland, near his father. He had 
married Joan, daughter and heiress of Sir Ilamon Sutton, of Wickshoo, in Suffolk, 
by whom he had John, Thomas, and Margaret. John Peyton, Esq., the eldest 
son, succeeded his grandmother Margaret. He died in 1417 in the prime of life, 
leaving by Grace his wife, daughter of John Burgoyne, Esej., of Drayton, in (-am- 
bridgeshire, John, Thomas, and Anne. His widow was married to Richard 
Baynard of Messing. John, the eldest son, died unmarried, and was succeeded by 
his brother Thomas, sheriff of the counties of ("ambridge and Huntingdon in the time 
of Henry the Sixth. lie died in 1484. By Margaret his wife, daughter of John 
Bernard, E.sq., of Iselham, in Cambridgeshire, he had Thomas, seated at Wicken, 

who, dying before his father, left by Joan, daughter of Calthorpe, Esq., of 

Norfolk, Thomas, Robert, John, Edward, and several daughters. Thomas, tlie 
eldest son and heir, holding this estate, died without children in l lDOj and was 
succeeded by Sir Robert Peyton, his next brother. He was of [jtelham, and held 
not only this manor, but also lands and tenements in Great and Little Birch, Messing, 
and Copford, and the hundred of Lexdcn. f , On his deatji, in 1517, he left Robert, 
his son and heir, whose successor, Robert Peyton, Esq., soldJlils manor, in 1 53(1, to 
Sir Thomas Audlcy, lord chancellor of England; and he, in 1512, sold it to Robert 
Foster, and George his son. The latter of these died in 1555, laiving two daughters, 

The deed of partition bears d.'ite tlic istli ot Kicliard 11. 
f This gentleman had a singular pardon granted from King Henry the Eighth, in these words : ** Ht nricus, 
Dei gratia, &c., omnibus Ballivis, Ike. Sciatis quod nos pardonavimus IlobiTlum Peyton de London* nnper 
gonerosiim ; alias diet* Robert’ Peyton, nuper do Estthorp. in coinit.itti Essex, ariniger’ ; alias diet’ Robert 
Peyton, de Wyken, in com’ Cantabrig’ milit’ ; alias diet’ Robert Peyton, de Iselham, in com’ t!antab**iiiilif’ ; 
alias diet’ RolxTt Peyton, milit* nupe.r vi^sceomit’ f'antabr’ & Huntingdon ; alias diet* Robert Peyton inilii’, 
fratr’ & lifred’ Tbo. Peyton armig’ ; alias diet’ Robert Payton, mil’, consanguin’ et hered’ 'riio’ Peyton, miinT 
de Iselham, senioris armigeri; alias diet’ Robert Peyton, milit’ consanguin’ et hered’ terraruin et liere- 
ditanicntorum Cbristoplieri Peyton, armigeri, nuper vieecornitis coinit’ Cantab ct Hui^ltingil’ ; alias tliei’ 
Hobert Peyton, milit’ iin’ jiisticiariorum Domini Ilenrici, patris nostri, ad paccm i})sius regis, in coniit’ 
Cantab* concervand’, &c. Dat. apud Westm* Maii 22, anno regni 1, Hen. Octavi.” Ex orig. 
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who, by marr^gc, conveyed the estate in portions, to Waldegrave^ and 

Springe. Afterwards, in 1576, the whole was in the possession of Henry Golding, 
Esq., who was succeeded by his brother Arthur, his heir; and he, in 1677, sold it 
to Richard Atkins, Gent. It next became the property of Sir George Kingsmill, 
from whom it passed, in 1607, to his cousin and heir. Sir William Kingsmill. His son 
George resided here, and married Anne, daughter of Thomas Blagrave, Gent., of 
Oxfordshire, who, surviving her husband twenty-four years, was buried in the chancel of 
East Thorpe church, where her daughter was also buried, in 1652.* In 1698, Thomas 
Green, Esq., was lord of this manor ; but his heir being by law incapable to inherit, 
the estate went to the crown, and w^as re-granted to his next relations, one of whom, 
by marriage, conveyed it to tlie Baker family. East Thorp Hall, the manor-house, is 
near the church. 

Badcocks js a capital messuage, sometimes called a manor : it formerly belonged to 
the Tey family, and in later times came to that of Shepherd. Other estates are 
Holts, partly in this, and partly in Birch parish, Fouchers, and Hassels. Seven 
acres and a half of land in this parish belonged to Heyne’s chantry, in Colchester, and 
was named Spicers. 

The church, dedicated to St. Mary, is very small. In the south wall there is a 
recess, which seems to have been the burial place of the founder, or some other person 
of eminence. In the middle of it there is a window in the form of a rose, in which 
are several coats of arms : there are also remains of arms in the south window of the 
chancel. There are some of the Kingsmill family buried in the chancel ; and in the 
north window there was the figure of an armed knight, with a red cross on his breast, 
lifted up under the arras by two angels, and his helmet taken off by another angel.f 

In 1821 this parish contained one hundred and seventy-five, and in 1831 one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven inhabitants. 

GREAT BIRCH. 

This is one of two parishes adjoining to East Thorpe# and to each other, and 
distinguished by the appellations of Great and Little. Both tliese parishes were 
anciently united in one lordship, styled, ip the court-rolls, the manor of Great and 
Little Birch. The name in ancient records is variously written, Bricceia, Bricia, 
Brithe, Briche ; believed from the Saxon word Bfnc, or Bjnj, a bridge, from the bridge 
over the brook here, now called Hickford Bridge. 

Great Birch is about eleven miles in circumference, distant five miles from 

• « 

Colchester, and forty-seven from London. • , 

The soil varies from a dry loam, proper for turnips, to a mixed loam on aVhitish 

* Arms of Kin^mill. Avfrent, a chevron, ermines, between three millroyndes, sable, pierced argent ; an 
etoile, between two cross crusslets : a chief, ermines. 

f Symoiids's Collection, vol. i. fol. 323. 
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clay marl, with some rather heavy land on a brown clay, and this^ last bears the 
greatest crops. Nearly the whole of these two parishes are on high ground. 

Edric, and Ingelric, and Uluuin, were the holders of Great Birch at the close of the 
Saxon era ; and at the time of the survey it belonged to Eustace, carl of Boulogne, 
and Robert Gernon, holden under them by Hugh and Robert ; and it hence came to 
be divided into two manors. The manor of Birch went commonly with that of East 
Thorpe in the Earliest times, and both were holden of the honour of Boulogne. In 
the reign of Richard the First they belonged to Roger Plane ; and passed, afterwards 
to William Blund, and to Ralph Gernon, and seem to have passed, by marriage with 
Alice Gernon, to Robert Baynard: they were also in the Peyton family; and in 
1576 belonged to Henry Golding, Esq., who was succeeded by his brother Arthur. 
The next possessor was Edward Ellyot, Esq., whose son and heir was Sir Thomas 
Ellyot, from whom, by purchase or otherwise, this manor of Great Birch, or Britch, 
and a parcel of arable land and wood, called Bayles and Holgatts, passed to Mark 
Mott, B. D., supposed to have been rector of Raine.* On his death, in 1630, he left 
these estates, by will, to his three youngest daughters, who were possessed of them in 
1635. They belonged to Thomas Kemp, clerk, in 1669, and passed afterwards to 
proprietors of the names of Aston, Hene, Mansel, and to Richard Whitfield, Esq. 
The manor-ho^se stood two miles north-west from the church, opposite to Gemons, 
or the White House. • 

Birch castle, recorded to have been fortified against Henry the Third, by Sir Ralph 
Gernon, who then held the manor, stood at a short distance south-west from the 
church, where an artificial mount with a trench remain visible ; yet an opinion has 
been expressed by Mr. Morant, “ that very probably these are a continuation of the 
stupendous Roman works on Lexden Heath,’* which may be traced much further than 
this spot. I'he manor-house of Birch castle has long since become a mere cottage. 

William & Birches has a mansion about a mile from the church, on the west side 
of the road leading to Layer Cross ; it took its name from .a’family sumamed De 
Birche, or Bridie. Robert de Briche held lands and tenements here? in 134^, of the 
king, in capite, of his honour of Hugenet, by the service of one rose at the feast of St. 
John the Baptist, and rent for the ward of Dover Casjtle. It was next in possession of 
the Tey family. William Tey died herein 1502; William Tey, his descendant, sold it 
in 1573, to Humphrey Burton, and William Sibthorpe; and in 1605, Chrisfopher 
Sibthorpe died possessed of all the ^iremises, which he left to his two daughters, 
Elizabeth and Anne. It afterwards went through various proprietors to Col. Drown. 

Part.of the land belonging to Layer de la Hay, to Botingham Hall, and other 
estates, extends within the Iiounds of Great and Little Birch. There are also the 
following estates here: Hill Farm, Beldam’s, or the the Boarded Bary, Holmans, or 
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Church. The church, which is small, has a shingled spire, and is dedicated to St. Peter. It 
was given to Lee’s priory by Sir Ralph Gernon, to whom the rectory or great tithes 
were appropriated, and a vicarage endowed here.* But great disputes arising between 
the* prior and convent, and the vicar, the appropriation to the priory was dissolved, 
and the living reduced to its former state; and at the dissolution it was granted to Sir 
Richard Rich. There were three obits founded in this church, thfe endowments of 
which were Collincroft, Bulverwicks, and Beldham Croft. 

LITTLE BIRCH. 

r.ittlc In tlie more ancient Saxon times this was distinct from the other parish of Birch, 

**"**'* and in the possession of a thane named Wluuard ; and at the general survey was 
holden by Hugh do St. (juintin, in whose family it remained for several descents. 
It was afterwards in the possession of the Tcndringf family, from whom it passed to 
the iamilies of Foster f and Golding, and was purchased of Arthur Golding, Esq., by 
John Lord Petre, who afterwards sold it to Sir John Swinnerton, Knt., of Stan way 
Hall: and in 172(), it was purchased of one of his descendants, by James Round, Es(j. 

Little Birch Hall was a very ancient edifice, built chiefly by the Tendring and 
•Golding families, and was ornamented with nine escutcheons of their arms ; but in 
1727 and 1728, it was rebuilt by James Round, Esq., and has since been much 
improved by his successors of the same family. 

Parts of Old and New Holt arc in this parish. Olddlolt, formerly called a manor, 
belonged /o the Toy family, seated at Mark’s Tey Hall, Sir John Haynes, at the 
time of his death, in 1305, held this estate, and also lands and tenements called 
Palmers, Vouchers, and Souchers, which afterwards went to Sir John Shaw. 

( iiun'h. The church is a mere ruin, rpolless, and the walls partly demolished. In Mr. 

Symonds’s Collection* (Jiere are accounts of several escutcheons of the Swinnertons 
and the Eldreds, who made this their place of burial till the* church became ruinous, 
wlleu the Eldrcd monuments were removed to Earl’s Colne, where there is a vault 
belonging to the family. 

In 1821 these parishes contained six hundred and sixty-two, and in 1831 seven 
hundred and sixty-four inhabitants, 

EAST DONYLAND. 

• • 

East Deny- This parish is joined to the eastern extremity of Berechurch, also named West 
Donyland, one of the four out-parisheS within the liberties of the borough of 

• Newcouri, vol. ii. p. 57. 

t Tciidrinjr’s arms. A/ure, a fosa, argent, between two cheveroncis, argent and azure. 

I Arms of Foster. Azure, u lion salient, argent ; on the dexter paw an escallop. 
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Colchester. I'he parish of East Donyland is five miles in circufiiferencc, and c ii \ p. 
conUiins seven liundred acres of land. It is supposed to have derived its name ' 

from the Saxon Dunlanb, significant of its situation on hilly or high land: the word 
Downs has a similar application in some parts of Englanil. In Domesday-book it is 
named Dunulanda. It is about three miles from Colchester, and fifty-one from London. 

The land of this parish, except some low grounds, is described as a light loamy Soil, 
sand, with a mixture of gravel.* 

'riiis parish, at the time of the Domesday survey, belonged to Eustace, earl of 
Boulogne, and others ; but had, under Edward the Confessor, belonged to lulric, 

Ingelric, and Moduin. As part of the honour of Boulogne, it descended to the 
heiress of that bouse, Maud, the wife of King Stephen, who gave it to the abbot 
and convent of St. John, in Colchester, in exchange for the cljurch and tithes 
of Lillechurcb, in Kent, which belonged to the abbey. The (iucen made this 
grant and exchange at the retpiest of her daughter, Mary, who was a nun, or the 
prioress, of the Benedictine nunnery of Lillechurch. The abbey of St. John 
had successively large grants of land here, till they became possessed of* nearly 
the whole of the parish, which was seized by the crown, at the dissolution, in i5Si); 
and in 154^, King Henry the Eiglith granted a tw(*nty-onc years’ lease of the site of 
the manor of East Donyland, with appurtenances, to Edward Cole ; but before the 
expiration of that lease, (iueen Elizabeth, by letters patent, in l/)(>0, sold the 
reversion of the site, and whole demesnes of this manor of East Donyland, to Sir 
Francis Jobson, and his wife Elizabeth. Berechundi, or West Donyland, also sir Framis 
belonged to him, and other great estates, chiefly derived from the spoils of the 
monasteries, of which he was a visitor. Sir Francis left these possession^ of East 
Donyland, by his w^ill, dated in lolii, first to his second son, with remainder to his 
eldest, then to the third, See,: and dying in loT.'hf w^as succeeded by his second son, 

Edward Jobson, Esq., who married first, Mary, daughter and heiress of l^dmund 
Markaunt, of Dunham Hall; and second, Mary, daughter ’of* John Bode, Es(j., 
of Rochford, to wdiom he was her third husband: he died in loJiO, having had three 
children by his second wife, but who all died before him. llift w'idow married, in 
loilo, her fourth husband, WilliJm Gray, Esq., who, in her right, enjoyed this 
estate. He w as the son of John Gray, of Lincolnshire, by his wile Elizabeth Mayhew’, 

• 

* Th(’ averaj^o annual protliirt* of bushels jn-r ae«l-u is, wheat, twenty ; barley, t\venty-si\; oats, thirty-two ; 
peas, sixteen. , , 

f Sir Francis, in a inanusenj)t paper, under his t»\vn hand, gives an account of his estates, eoneluding iit 
these words: — “ My patrimony that was leftc me by my grandlather and my f.ither was forty and f\ve pounds, 
and odd mony, which I sold sythens. I was married to my wyft' at the request of the Duke (of N'orthum- 
bi rland), he proiulssiiig tliat ho wold holpe iiic lo a manor ihul my Lord W yiisor liadilt* in liitall'ordsliirt* ; lieinjJ 
dysappointed of the sayd manor, he borrowed a good parte <»f my mony. It* The duke*oweth me above 
COO/., by.syds the bord of his children. It’ i owe above 1200/.” Penes C. Gray, Arniig. 
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1U>()K IJ. and {(randson f)f Robert, and ^^real-grandson of Leonard Gray, of Northumberland; 

he was living in 1011, but his wife was dead. His second wife was Mary, widow 
of Nicholas Marshall, Esq. 

In the reign of King James tlic First, Sir John Tonstall bought this estate, and it 
became the property of Joseph Thurston, Esq., in 1G8G. II is son, Joseph Thurston, 
Es(j., was recorder of Colchester, and married Mary, daughter of Isaac Ilebow: he 
had four children, none of whom were married. lie died in 1714, and his widow 
having obtained an act of parliament for the sale of part of his estate, for payment of 
his and her own debts, this was purclmscd by Edmund Raynham, atiornc'y at law, who, 
in 1718, conveyed it to Daniel Bailey, of Colchester ; but the demesne lands remained 
in possession of Mrs. Thurston. Both were purchased, in 1730, by Daniel Gauscl, 
Es<j., of Low Layton, who greatly iinjn'ovcd the house and gardens, which he 
enclost'd in a ])ark. He died in 1753, leaving by his wife, sister, of John Ward, Esq., 
William, colonel of the 55th regiment of foot, and Anne, married to the Rev. Dr. Jebb. 
Row Row Hedge is a hamlet in this parish, on the western side of the channel, where 

**^'*^* ' oystc^rs arc preserved in pits formed for tliat purpose, and from whence tliey arc con- 

veyed to Colchester market, London, Cambridge, and other places, 

( luin ii. The church of East Donyland is a smjill building of some antiquity : it is dedicated 
to St. Lawrence. 

iiiscri]!- An inscription informs us, that Mary Gray lies buried in this church, who died 
July, lG/37, aged fifty-six. Her son, Nicholas Marshall, by her first husband, also 
lies here, together with Elizabeth, his first wife, eldest daughter of Sir John Browuic, 
Knt., of Flamberts, in this county.” 

In 1821 this parish contained five hundred and sixty-two, and in 1881 six hundred 
and ninety-two inhabitants. 

WIVEMIOE. 

Wivoilhoo. This pleasant village occupies the sides and summit of an eminence, fornnng the 
south-east corner of the hundred of Lexdcn, from another portion of wliich it is 
separated by the riVer Colne and the Colchester channel. The highest parts of the 
village, and of the parish, connuand extensive and pleasing prospects down to Mersey 
Island. The last syllabic of the name is supposed to be the Saxon Don, i. e. rising 
or hilly ground ; })ut the etymology of the preceding portion of the word is not known. 
The name is variously written in records, Wierdiou, Wyneho, Wynenho, Wyfcnho, 
Soil. Wyii*nho, Wivenhoe, or Wyvenhoo, and sometimes Uvcnlifi. The land here, lying 
partly on the border of the river, is marshy, and frequently under water ; but gene- 
rally the soil is light and sandy.* 

• The average annual produce of buslicls per acre is, wheat, twenty-two ; barley, thirty-two ; oats, thirty- 
two ; beans, twenty- four. 
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The parish is five mih's in eireumfcrence. The distance from Cojchester is three 
miles and a half, and fi'oin London fifty-four. There is a fair here on the 4th of 
September. 

A constant and extensive fishing trade is carried on, especially in oysters and soles, 
which are reckoned the best in the kingdom, and great numbers of dredging boats, 
ciiij)loyed in the oyster trade, arc built and sent out from this place. 

In the Confessor’s reign, Aluric and two freemen held Wivenhoe ; and at the time 
of the Domesday survey, it bedonged to Robert Gernon, and became parcel of his 
barony of Stanstead Mountfichet. It was afterwards the property of thf Batayles, or 
de Batailes; from whom it passed, by marriage, through the Sutton, Walton, and 
Howard families, to John de \'cre, twelfth earl of Oxford of that name. This earl, 
having espoused the Lancastrian interest, was beheaded in MBl ; and his estates 
being confiscated by Edward the Fourth, Wivenhoe, with other possessions, was 
granted by that monarch to his brother, the duke of Gloucester, afterwards Richard 
the Third. King Henry the Seventh restored the De A'eres* to their honours 
and inheritance; and this manor continued in their possession till the fa’odigality 
of Edward, the sev(?nteenth earl, occasioned it to be sold to Roger Townsliend, listp, 
who was knighl(‘d at sea for his bravery in the engagement with the Spanish Armada.f 
I"rom the 'rownshends it passed, by sale, to Nicholas CWsellis, Esq. 

The lord of the manor of Wivciuhoe holds a court-leet annually, at which he vviv.nho.. 
regulates the weights and measures, and appoints constables, &:c., and hath from its inha- 
bitants, in consecjuence thereof, a common fine of ll.y. 8r/., and also an exclusive right 
of a ferry to Fingringhoe. 'fhe quit-rents of this manor amount to 1 17. (i.v. yearly. 

The manor-house is Wivenhoe Hall, which, together with the greatest part of this 
parish, belongs to Nicholas Civsar Corscllis, Esq., a captain in the Royal Navy, of 
Loughton, ill this county. This seat is pleasantly situated north-west from the 
village : when in jiossession of the carls of Oxford, it had a fine tow'er gateway of 
considerabh^ height, which serveal for a sea-mark. A handsome niodern white brick 
mansion here is the residence of William Brummell, Esq. This manor (*xtends into 
(ireenstcad and Elmstead, the wastes only of which contained five hundred anil 
thirty-eight acres tw'o roods and thiVty-eight*poles, amhwTre (‘iiclosed in 1797. 

The manor of Cockayne extends into l^lnistead and Alresford — seventy-eight acres Cmkayii. . 
of heath, part or all of Elmstead-heath, being accounted, in an extent made in the.^ ear 
1500, to belong to (kickaynes: three hundred and six acres of arable and pasture 
land, sixteen acres of meadow, eighl(?en acres of wood, sixty-three acres of marsh, "a mi: 

* Ono of these earls made tlie eoinmttdious roatl lrt)iu Wrveiiljoe-heath into the town ; there havin:^ formerly 
been no other than that which leads t«) Urifyhtliiitjsea. 

f Account of the Spanish Invasion, p. Hi, (pretixed to the tapestry hanging's of the Houct* of Lords,) bv 
r. Morant, M. A. fol. en (raved and published by J. Pine, 1731h 
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four mcssuaffes; all lyiiiff in tlie said paris!M?s. The greatest part of this manor belongs 
to Nicholas Ca*sar Corsellis, having, at various times, been purchased by the carls of 
Oxford, and former proprietors of Wivenhoc; some part still retains its name of 
Cokyns Ponds’ Farm. The quit-rents of this manor are 1/. 9.v. (W. Near the 
last-mentioned farm there are two most beautiful ponds, whence it takes its name, 
containing fourteen acres. 

The title of the manor Kelars, or Hebandshide, varied as the name of its possessor 
altered. In the earliest accounts it is styled Hidra Uibaldi, then being in the hands 
of William llybauld, and described as “all that hide of land* in Flmstead, with 
appurtenances, called Hidra Uibaldi.” Richard Batayle afterwards purchased it. 
The d(»scription in an ancient deed is, “which land the son of Reginald held of me 
in the town Elmstead de Hidra Ribaldi.” The title of it then became the manor of 
Battels, in Elmstead; and some court-rolls yet exist with that hlle, viz. .‘Ifith and .‘17th 
of Henry the Sixth ; and a court was held at Battels, February 10, l.W.'l, as appears by 
the bailiil ’s account in 1595. It was then afterwards changed to Battels, .alias Kedars, 
in Elmstead, as appears by a court held in the .‘iJid of Hcmry the Sixth, and bailiff’s 
account in the 14th of Henry the Eighth. The title of Kelars was derived from 
.lames Kelar, tlu? former possessor of Mr. W. Walford’s estate, he Lately being the 
lord’s tenant for the greatest part of the nmnor. The ancient name of Hidra Ribaldi 
was still retained by corruption, Rebandys-hide, or Rebandsidc, i. e. the hide of land 
of William llybauld. There are court-rolls of the manor of Cockayne and Kelars 
held separately from, although now jointly with, the manor of Wivenhoe, in thc» time 
of Henry the Seventh and iMghth: and extents of the manor of Wivenhoe, Kelars, 
Cockaynt*, &c., in the dDth of halward the Third, and 10th of Henry the Seventli, 
.setting forth the tenants and estates belonging to each manor, the hiUvr corresponding 
with the account of the presemt day. The quit-nmts of it have not as yet been 
correctly ascertained, on account' of the recent enclosure of Elmstead-heath. All the 
fines in these manors ,*tre at the will of the lord. 

In the year 14.‘J.‘>thc manor of Wivenhoe, with divers manors, lands, and tenements, 
were conveyed, by ‘grant, from .John Sweyn, to .lohn, earl of Oxford, and l^Iizabelh 
his wife; and in 1585, Sir Roger 4’ownsfiend bought the manor of him, from whom 
Nicholas (^)rseHis, ancestor of its present owner, bought it in 1()57. The manor of 
Layer Marney belongs to this funily, and a branch of it has usually resided there: but 
Wivenhoe Hall has always been the family mhnsion. An inscription in the church of 
Ihe Yormer ])lace records, that an ancestor of this family claims to be the first person 
who introduced the art of printing into this country : this right is not, according to 
Mr. Ames, satisfactorily made out. But since this author wrote, the case of Miller r. 


* .\ hide is a luindred acres. 
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I'aylor (reported in the fourth vol. p. 2308 of Burrows’s K(»ports,),was aj^itated, c H a r. 
where all matters connected in any Avay with this art were canvassed most strictly, — — 
and w^lierc it is broadly stated, and proved by a document from Oxford, that one 
Frederic Corsellis was the first person who introduced it. 

Zealger Corsellis of Roussilier, in Flanders, by his wife, Joyce Vanaker, had FamiU f)f 
Nicholas Corsellis, the ancestor of tlie family of tliis name in iMigland. He married ^ 

Susan, daughter and coheiress of Peter Baldo, Mercliant, of Leyden, in Holland, by 
whom he had two sons: James and Nicholas. James Corsellis, Es(|., succeeded his 
father on his decease in 1670, and married the daughter of Peter Fountain, of London, 
by wdiom he had Nicholas. Nicholas, the brother of James Corsellis, married Martha, 
daughter of Maurice Thompson, Esq., sister of J ohn Thompson, Esq., and aunt of Mau- 
rice, created Lord Haversham, and had by her Nicholas, John, and Charles, who died in 
infiuicy. Nicholas Corsellis next succeeded to the family inlieritance ; but whether 
this Nicholas was the brother or son of Janies cannot be ascertained. He was 
ediicfited at Lincoln College, Oxford, and was a barrister of Lincoln’s- Inn. He married 
Elizabeth, the youngest daughter of Richard Taylor, Esq., of Chiswick, and luul by her 
Nicholas, born atWivenhoe in 1667, Martha, wdio died unmarried, and Elizabeth, mar- 
ried to (!!aptain James Kettle, one of the senior brothers of the Trinity House. Nicho- 
las Corsellis, Esq., on the death of his father, in 1727, succeeded to the inheritance. 

He was educated, as his father had been, at Lincoln College, wdierc he took the 
degree of bachelor of law. In 17 H he married Frances, daughter of Sir Csesar 
Child, Bart., by whom he had tw'o sons: Nicholas, and Nicholas Ciesar. On his 
decease, in 1761, Wivenhoe Hall descended to his iddest son, and the younger had 
the estfite of Layer Marncy. Nicholas (.’orsellis, married Mary, tJie second 

daughter of 'rhomas (Joodell, Esq., by whom he had a numerous family. 

Wivenhoe park is partly in this and partly in the ])arish of Circenstead ; it oecnpies wivt nlun 
an estate formerly belonging to the BerilF family, and was, converted into a handsome ^‘**'*^** 
seat by Isaac Martin Rebow, Esq. 

The mansion-house is a spacious and handsome building, within the hounds of 
Wiverdioe parish : it is the seat of lieutenant-general Rebow. 

There are many good houses* in Wivtmhoe, of which a large mansion formerly 
belonging to Matthew Martin, Esq. deserves to be noticed. This gentleman was one Martin." 
of the representative burgesses for Colchester in the second j)arliain(‘nt of King 
George the First, and the second 6f King George the Second, and also deputy- 
lieutenant, and a justice of peace for the county. In early life he was a otq^tain 
in the East India (^)mpan^’’s service, in which he acquired great renown, and had 
a patent of arms granted in 1722, wheredn is set forth, that he descended from the 
family of Martin, of Saffron Walden, whose arms were : or, three palh^ts, azure; on a 
chief, gules, as many martlets, or. And for a crest : a martin proper, passant. And 
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it is further set forth, that he was commander of the ship Marlborough, belonging to 
tlie United East India Company, which he defended three days successively against 
three f rench ships of war, and brought her safe to Fort St. George : her cargo was 
valued at 200,000/. For thia great service he had a reward of 1,000/., and a gold 
medal s(*t round with twenty-four large diamonds, and the Company assigned him the 
following arms: argent, three pallets, gules; on a chief, azure, as many martlets, or, 
with a canton of the second, charged with the medal presented to him hy the East India 
Company, proper. And for the crest, on a wn'ath of colours, a martin supporting 
a cannon erected, all proper. On tlie medal, the arms of the East India Company are 
enamelled, being : quarterly, argent, a cross, gules ; in the dexter canton the arms of 
I'higland. On the reverse, this inscription : “ The English United East India 
(\)mpany reward(?d Captain Matthew Martin, commander of the Marlborough, with 
this jewel, and 1,000/. sterling, for deftmding his ship in India three days successively 
against tliree French ships of w'ar, and bringing her safe to Port St. (leorge.” ('aptain 
Matthew Martin died in 1740. He married Sarah, daugliter of Captain Samuel Jones, 
l^s(j., by whom lie had many children. 

Sir Bartholomy# Bourchier, at the time of his death, in 1408, lield lands and tene- 
ments here called Swains. Riddles is a firm, formerly belonging to William Gil- 
berd, Esq., and Blossoms Farm was formerly a wood. 

Wivenhoc iSi mentioned in records as one of those lordships in which the feudal 
law of marcheat, or marchet, was established ; which wms a fee paid to the lord of the 
manor for permission to marry. 

The church is an ancient Gothic building having a nave and two side-aisles, with a 
s(|uare eiybattled tower, containing five bells. It is dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
In the chapel of St. John the Baptist, in this church, a chantry was founded in 1413, 
by Robert Newjiort, John Tyrell, and others, and endowed with considerable 
possessions, for two chaplains to. sing mass. A stone on the floor of the church 
hears the antic|ue figvfros of a man and woman, in brass, with an inscription, which is 
very much defaced ; we, however, learn from it, that Here, under this marble, rest 
the body(*s of the i¥)blc Lord William Beaumont, Knt., Viscount Bccaumont, and 
Lord Bardolfe, which William, ;ifter the datura 1 course of all earthly creatures — ” 
Tlie rest is wanting. Against the wall of the chancel a marble monument bears the 
following inscription : 

• We learn that one Uielianl Hiirrft held a messua^re in this manor, on condition that if he should wish to 
marry iVis ilaufiliter to a IVeeman out of the township, he sliould pay to the lord of the manor tin; marita^ium^ 
or lee for permission to d*) so ; but if he chose to marry lier to any one who belon{?cd to the townslii]), he 
.should he (Vee from marita^Uim^ or innrvheL “ Uic: Bum* tenuit unuili inessiia^iuni. Et dehet fallagiuin, 
sectaiii curiiv, el incrvlu t hoc modo ; (juod si inaritare voluerit tiliain siiam cum cpioilam lihero homiiie extra 
villain fatiul paci ni doiiiini pro inaritatrio. Et si earn maritaverit alicui cusluiiiario vilhr, nihil dahit pro 
iuaritagi(» extenta niaiierii de VVivenho.”— la Ed. 11. & 18 sec. 10. Ed. [II. This disgraceful custom is said 
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“ Near this lies the body of Elizabeth, daughter of C. Lind, D.D., and wife of Captain Wil- c n a r 

liam Eorthwick, of the R.H. of Artillery. She was a sincere Christian, and her faith influenced ‘ 

and directed her practice. She lived esteemed, honoured, and beloved, and died lamented bv 

* ^ tjons. 

all who knew her. Obiit May 2, 1764, setat. 29. 

“ Virtue rind nature lent her every charm I Death, though a tyrant, sighed to give the blow, 

That could the judgment please or passions warm ; I And owned she left fc?w eijuals here below.” 

In 1821 this parish contained one thousand two hundred and eighty-seven, and in 
1831 one thousand seven liundrcd and fourteen inhabitants. 

STAN WAY. 

This is a pleasant and fruitful part of the county, the surface considerably varied, stanway. 
and much of the soil a good turnip land; yet some of it lies low and is heavy.* 'rite Soil, 
parish is nine miles in ^circumference ; containing six thousand acres, a considerable 
portion of which is woodland. 

Tlie name is Saxon, compounded of Stan, a stone, and iTeg, a way, Stoneway, a Roman 
name commonly applied by the Saxons to the Roman roads, eitlicr so named from 
stones erected upon tliem to mark tlie distances from one mile to another, or from 
their having been paved witli stones. In a cliartcr of King John, the great road from 
which this parish is named, is called, ^^Calcea qui tend'd deSlerteford versus Colcestr "' — 
the causeway which leads from Storteford towards Colchester ; that is, from Stortford, 
through Dunmow, Braintree, Coggeshall, and Stanway, to Colchcster.f This district 
is supposed to have been formerly divided into two parishes ; /or there is not only part 
of a second church stjinding, but the names of Stanw^ey Magna, and Stanwey Parva, 
frequently occur in records : the former being the southern part of the present parish, 
and the latter that which is by the London road: yet if they w^re distinct, it must 
have been before the year 13(3(1, for, from that time, the presentations have been to 
Great Stanway, with the chapel of Albright, or of Little Stajiway, annexed and Kt.Alhrigiu 

for a long time these names have been considered as applicable "to two diflerent 

• 

to have origiiiaU-d among the Scots, ami was at first still more oppressive : “ Tiirpis Scotorum vi l« rum ron- 
suctuilo, qiifi territorii domimis vassalli .sponsam jirinifi noctc eoini)rimerct, lloremquc esirperc't ]>uilirili:e.” — 

Spelmaii. It is said to have been instituted by king Kvenilli, who is placed, in Scouisb annals, as contem- 
porary with tlie age of Augustus; and was by Malcolm III., a. d. 1080, commuteil to the paying of a fee, 
fixed at a mark of silver, whence the term marrhota is said to h;ivc originated. In Scotland it was not only 
the vassals that were subject to this iniquitous law ; it extended also even to the thane and the comes. In tl» 
old Scottish laws we find specified the exact sum of Xhc*marc}ieta paid by each rank ; that for the daughter of 
a comes was twelve cows, or their value ; for a thane, two cows, or twelve shillings ; for a freeman, one cow, 
six shillings. From Scotland the custom passed into several parts of Kngland ; but does not appear to havt* 
prevailed generally. Sec Spelinan. Gloss, v. Afarcheta, 

• The average annual produce of bushels per acre is, wheat, twenty; barley, twenty- four ; oats, thirty- two. 
t The bridge on the London road, between Copfordnnd Stanway, is called, in records, Kmpford- bridge, alias 
Stanway-hridge. 

X In three presentations it is called Alburston. 
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hamlets only. The village is four miles west from Colchester, and forty-eight miles 
from London. There is a fair here on the 23rd of April. 

There were found here, in the year 17(54', on the south side of the London road, a 
nurnljcr of large bones, vcrtebne and tibiae, with their joints, lying in a stratum of 
sea-sand and small shells. This bed was about a yard thick, and above it, another of 
ooze, or river mud, of three inches in thickness, over which were several veins of 
yellow sand, gravel, and mould ; the tibiae were much corroded, but the other bones 
jKjrfectly well polished. * 

In Edward the Confessors time, this lordship belongoil to Earl Harold, who 
afterwards ascended the throne: but upon his overthrow by William duke of 
Normandy, it became the property of that usurper. It was, at that time, very 
extensive, including not ordy the parish of Stanway, but also one of the Layers, 
and Lessenden, or Lexden. There arc seven manors, or rn>uted manors, in this 
parish. 

Stanway manor-house is on the south side of the London road, near the brook, and 
Bcllhousc, which goes along with it, is about half way between the two churches. 
It remained in the crown till the reign of King Henry the Second, when it was 
granted to Homo de St. Clare, whose only daughter was married to William dc 
Langvallei, who was warden of the forest of Essex in the reign of King Richard tlie 
First, and also of King John, who made him keeper of Colchester Castle ; in wdiich 
he was succeeded, on his death in 1210, by his son William, father of another 
William, who, by his \^fc, daughter of Alan Basset, had an only daughter, named 
llawisc, who brought the manors of Stanway and Lexden to her husband, John 
de Burgh, son and heir of Hubert de Burgh, earl of Kent. This manor of 
Stanway wafe afterwards given to Thomas de Belhous, seneschal of Ponthieu, son 
of Sir Theobald Belhous. This family seems to have been originally of Cambridge- 
shire, of which county Sir Thomas dc Belhous was shcriif from 1281 to 1288. He 
was a benefactor ‘to the canons of Barnewell, and afterwards, upon some offence, 
became their enemy. Sir Thomas dc Belhous, who resided at Stanway, had by his 
wife Flora, or Florcntia, three sous, John, Nicholas, and William. Nicholas, seated 
at Alvclcy, gave name to the manor dl* Bellhodsc there. John, the eldest son, was a 
knight banneret,! and married Isabcll, daughter of William Fitzwarine, by Alice, 
daughter and coheiress of Sir John Hardell, who brought him the manor of Whetlegh, 
in Raleigh, and died without surviving chiidren: but Sir John marrying to his second 
wifi*, Alice Baynai-d, had by her Sir Thomas, who succeeded him, and also a daughter 
Isalda, who became the wife of John Castclayne, Esq. Sir Thomas Belhous died 

♦ (fou^h’s A<l(litioris to tho Uritaniiia, vol. ii. p. oU. 

f Hr is reoonU-d in U»c list of those knig^hts who atteniled King Edward the First in his wars, ns may be 
seen on the original roll at Oxtord. 
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without surviving children, in 1375, holding the manor of Stanway, of Sir Walter 
Fitz waiter, lord of Lexden, by service of a pair of gilt spurs, or sixpence. His next 
heir was his cousin Margaret, daughter of John Castclayn, Esq.: she was married to 
Robert Knivet, Esq., second son of Sir John Knivet, made lord chancellor of England 
in 1373, and brought him the manor of Stanway, with other estates. He sold 
Stanway to John Doreward, and dying in 1419, left by his wife, Margaret, Thomas 
Knivet, Esq., his son and heir, who, by his wife Eleanor, daughter of John Doreward, 
had John, his son, who succeeded him on his death in 1158. He held the manor of 
Great Stanway, which continued in the same family, passing to Thomas Knivet, Esep, 
and to Edward, the last male heir,* when it went to his daughter, Elizabeth, who 
was married to Sir John Rainsforth, but died without children, in 1507 : and her next 
heirs were her cousins, Elizabeth and 'riiomsine Clopton, and Katharine Royden ; but 
her mother, Katharipe, survived her many years, and enjoyed this manor. After her 
husband, Edward Knivet s death, she was married to Thomas Ronham, Esep, and 
liad, to lier third husband, John Barnabee. After her death, in 1535, her cousins 
succeeded, but afterwards her son, Thomas Bonham, by her second husband, came to 
a moiety of the estate, residing at Stanway Hall, the other moiety being in Francis 
Clopton, Esq. Thomas Bonham, the younger, died in 1532, possessed not only 
of this, but of other great estates, leaving, by Catherine, daughter of Henry 
Lord Marncy, tlie first peer of that family, a son William, who married Frances, 
daughter and coheiress of Sir Thomas Tey, by whom he had Thomas, his successor 
at Stanway Hall : who, by his wife, sister of Edmund Booking, Esep, had George, his 
eldest son, and William, a merchant in London. ] From the Bonham family a moiety 
of this manor seems to have passed, in 1596, to William Docker, and soon iiftcTw\ards 
the whole of it became the property of William Nutbrow n, who died* in 1588, holding 
the manor of Stan way, Belhouse, Hawis, and Bastards, of the earl of Sussex, as 
of his manor of Lexden, by military service, and* the rgit ol’ a pair of gilt spurs. 
William, his son and succes8or,*in 1601, sold the manors of Stnnway and Belhouse to 
John Swdnnerton, Esq., afterwards knighted. Thomas, his father was citizen of 
London, and son of Richard Swinnerton, of Oswxstry, in Shropshire, of the ancient 
and noble family of the* Swirinertdn’s, of Slvinnerton,-jn Staffordshire, formerly peers 
of the realm, and summoned to parliament in 1337. Sir John, as his father had been, 
wras a merchant-tailor in London : he was also sheriff in l()l)2, and lord ma^or of 
London in 1612. In his youth he travelled into Spain, and acquired the character of 
an accomplished gentleman; becoming an eminent w-iiic m(?rchant, he served Que^n 
Elizabeth with all her wines, affd getting the sole management of the wine-license 

• Knivet’s arms. Ardent, a bfiid within a bordure engrailed, sable ; an anniilet fo» ditlbrenee. 

f Boniiam's arms. Oulcs, a elu'vron engrailed between three erosscs pattC*, fiteht*. 
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office into his power, accumulated a great estate. Sir John iiad four sons and three 
daughters, and died in 1616. Henry, his eldest son, was seated at Stanway Hall, and 
dying without children, as well as his two next succeeding brothers, Richard and 
Robert, tlie estate descended to Thomas Swinnerton, Esq.,* the fourth son, who sold 
the manor of Stanway to John Littlebury, and in 163.5, it had become the property of 
Sir Henry Calthorpe, attorney of the court of wards, who gave it to his daughter in 
marriage. This estate was afterwards purchased by John Hopwood, a dissenting 
minister, and continued in his family till John Hopwood sold it to Sir Richard 
Hopkins, Knt., who, dying intestate, his next heir was his brother-in-law. Sir Edward 
Bellamy, Knt., alderman of London, who settled these estates, in marriage, with one 
of his daughters, upon Maurice Johnson. 

Stiiiiway Hall stands pleasantly by the side of the road from Colchester to Maldon. 
It was once a stately structure, raised out of the ruins of an older .erection by Sir John 
Swinnerton, but a great part of it was again pulled down by Captain Thomson; it had 
several large fish ponds and a park : it is now the residence of S. Green, Esq. 

The mansion-house of Olivers is rather more than two miles south-east from the 
church, in a retired but agreeable situation. It derives its name from the family of 
Olivers ; for John, son of Ralph, who was son of Oliver, lived here in the reign of 
King Henry the Third, and, in 1^84, claimed certain lands in Stanway, of the abbot 
of Colchester;* to whose house Jordan, son of Oliver, made a grant of lands in 
and Joan,f the only daughter of John Olivers, by marriage, conveyed this 
estate to William Doreward, of Booking, Gent., where he lived in the reign of Henry 
the Third. John Doreward was his son- and heir, who died in 1420: it seems to 
have continued in this family till 1 40.5, and soon afterw^ards was in the possession of 
hidward Knivet,‘Esq,, who held it at the time of his decease, in 1501. It was 
afterwards successively in the possession of Margery, Thomas, and Robert Naunton, 
and passed to a family of ^Saxon origin, named Eldrcd, whose ancestor was Mr. John 
l^ldred, an eminent* merchant and navigator, whose voyage to Tripoli, in Syria, and 
Babylon in 1583, is inserted in Richard Hacklyt’s Collection of Voyages. His picture 
has been preserved hi the great parlour of Olivers, and also a painting of his ship, 
remarkable in having four masts. His Eldest soil, John, was an eminent merchant; 
and after residing a considerable time in foreign countries, came and settled at 
Colchester, of which borough he was aldcnnan, and one of the bailiffs in the 7th and 
2 1 St years of King James the First. He purchased Olivers, and lived in the latter part 
oV hfs life in Little Birch Hall, the church of which becoming ruinous, he and the 
patroness jointly repaired; and dying in 1646, was buried there, from whence a 


* Arras of Swinnerton. Argent, u cross formic, fleurie, sable, within a bordure engrailed, gules. 
I Oliver's uriiis. Krininc, three chevrons, sable. 
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monument erected to his memory was removed to Earl’s Colne, wh^n this church c H a r. 

again became ruinous.* John, his son, was a collector of the sequestrations for this ‘ 

country, in 1645, and employed in similar affairs. This family intermarrying with 
the families of Harlackenden, Grimston, Barefoot, Wale, Andrews, and Rawstorn, 
continued in possession of Olivers till a late period. 

The manor of Gosbecks is in the south-east of the parish, and in the reign of King Oosbccks. 
Henry the Third belonged to Roger de Gospeck, who, in 1254, sustained an action 
at law against J oiin de Burgh and others, about the common of pasture belonging to 
this estate, consisting of four hundred acres of heath in Staiiway, of which they had 
dispossessed him; this trial took pliicc at Chelmsford before the justices itinerant, and 
the defendants were fined for their trespass. Soon afterwards this estate came into 
the possession of John de Burgh, who gave it to St. John’s Abbey, in Colchester. It 
continued in the posvsession of that house till their suppression, when it was granted to 
Thomas Audley, lord chancellor. Afterguards it became the property of Robert 
Barker, Esq., who died in 1618, and was succeeded by his son, Bestney Barker ; and 
of that family it was purchased by Knox Ward, clarencieux king at arms, v, ho was 
succeeded by his son. 

The manor of Shrebb lies also in the south-east of the parish, extending to the sinTi)ii. 
liberty of Colchester, and is partly in the parishes of Lexden and St. Mary’s. In 1495, 

John Doreward, Esq., held these lands called Shrebb, Hawse, Kirton, and Permonters, 
in Stanway and Colchester. Permonters is so called from a family, some of which were r* nnonti v 
bailiffs of Colchester in the reign of Henry the Third. John Doreward was succeeded 
by Edward Knivet in these possessions, followed, in 1517, by Margery Hobart. That 
part of Shrebb, which lies on the south side of the road from Colchester to Maldon, 
was formerly a wood; but was purchased by Thomas Blackn^an, and by him 
converted into a farm of more than one hundred acres, w^hich he, before his decease, 
sold to Mr, Philip Havens, of (’olchester. Shrebb is npt now reckoned a manor. 

That part of Shrebb which is in Lexden and St. Mary’s pjrrishcs, passed I'rom the 
Rich family to those of Shaw and Johnson. 

Abbots is a manor lying in the north part of the parish, and afso partly in Lexden : A))b(Hs. 
it was pjircel of the possessions df the abi)ey of Wakham Holy Cross; but by whom 
given is not known. Upon, the suppression. King Henry the Eighth granted this 
manor to Sir Francis Jobson, and others. It was in the possession of the Sabers, of 
Colchester: descended, as Boucher’s Hall, in Aldham, did, to Robert, Lord Romney, 
and was purchased of him by Thomas White, Esq. ; but it is now only a small fai*in, 
part of the demesnes having been bought off from it and annexed to other estates. 

'fhe rectory is a manor, and hath a court-baron, with seven or eight tenants free H( < tory 

* Eldred’s arms. Azure, a cro^s-patonce, fitched or; on a chief of the last ; three globes, azure. 
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*ind customary,, whose ([uit rents amount to 11«. (Sd, per annum, and the customary 
fines are at the will of the lord. 

Of various estates in this parish, Bastards, the Whitehart estate, the Beacon Farm, 
and Rifhers, belonged to William Bonham, Esq., in 1533, and to Sir Thomas Tey, 
in 1510. An estate called Chambers, from an ancient owner of that name, is 
partly in Stanway and partly in Birch. 

The church of Great Stanway is a ruin, but it is apparent, from what remains, that 
it originally consisted of a nave and two side aisles, with a stately s(iuare tower. 

The other church, by the London road, is small, with a wooden turret, containing 
three bells. This is believed to he the chapel of St. Albright, or more properly, as 
writUni in St. John’s Great Register, St. x^thelbyrth, the name of the Saxon saint to 
whom it is dedicated. In the interior it has a neat and comfortable appearance, and 
an inscription at tlie w'est end informs us, that “ this church .was enlarged, anno 
doinini lh2(), by means of subscriptions amounting to 31G/., and a grant of 50/. from 
the Society for Building and Enlarging of Churches. In consequence of the aforesaid 
grant, fifty sittings, in the body of the west end, have been added, all which scats 
are free.” 

A chantry was founded on the south side of Stanway Church by John Doreward, 
Esq., who died in 1420 ; it was to pray for the souls of his father and mother, of 
Katharine, late wife of his uncle, John Oliver, and of Sir Thomas Belhousc, and 
Robert Knivet. lie endowed it with 7/. a year, payable out of Shrebb-vvood, of 
Belhousc, and of Olivers. 

The parsonage house is near the church, with about eighty acres of glebe lands. 

In 1821 this parish contained four hundred and seventy-nine, and in 1831 six 
hundred and sixtj-five inhabitants. 

COPFORl),,COri5rOKD, OR COPTFOKD. 

,This parish lies fiartly on the road from Colchester to London, and extends in 
length about five miles, but is of an irregular figure, being, in some parts of it, not 
quite one mile in bfeadth ; the circumference about thirteen miles. Much of the 
land lies low, and the soil is gravelly.^ 

riie name is formed from the Saxon Cop and FopD, head or chief ford ; supposed 
to haYe been understood of the ford over the brook that crosses the road. Mr. 
Ambrose, ot (’opford, sinking a deep well observed the following strata; from the 
sirt tace to the depth of ten feet was sand and water, giving undoubted indication of a 
firmer substance below ; this proved to be marl, *of the thickness of about ten 
yards, w hen a vein of stone occurred, but the water flowed in such abundance, that 
the attempt to proceed proved considerably difficult, and W'as relinquished. 


♦ Average annual produce per acre : wheat, twenty ; barley, thirty- two ; oats, thirty-six bushels. 
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Copford is four miles S. W. from Colchester, and forty-seven from London. c h a i 

There are two manors. The manor-house of Copford-hall, the seat of J. Haynes 

Harrison, Esq., is a handsome mansion, north from the church, and very near to it. Hall. 
The grounds are pleasant, and ornamented with several pieces of water. 

This manor was the property of the bishops of London, from a remote period to 
the Conquest ; at which time William the Conqueror gave some parts of it to Robert 
Gernon. Bishop "Bonner resided here at som*e period of his life; and there is a 
shady walk which 'leads to the church, said to have been raised by him, about three 
feet high, for the convenience of the parishioners. After the death of the bishop 
this manor went to the crown, where it remained till 1609, when it was granted, by 
King James the First, in free and common soccage, to John Argent, D.D , and John 
Philips, grocer, both of London ; and four or live years after, they sold it to Edward 
Mountjoy, Gent., whose son, Allen Mountjoy, Esq., dying in 1624, was buried in this 
church, having before his decease sold the manor and estate to John Haynes, Esq., son 
of John Haynes, Esq., of Old Holt, by Mary Mitchell, his wife. John, the purchaser of 
this estate, married Mary, daughter of Robert Thornton of Nottingham, by wdiom he had 
Robert and Hezekiah. Robert died in 1657, of a sickness so infectious, that it w^as 
fatal to all the persons employed to put him into his coffin. On his decease, Hezekiah, 
his brother, became possessed of this estate. He was much employed in tlie civil 
wars, being major-general. He married Anne, widow of Mr. Bushel, a Turkey 
merchant, and daughter of Thomas Smithby, Esq., sadler to King Charles the First; 
he had John, Hezekiah, Thomas, James, and Anne, who was second wife of John 
Cox, Esq., of Coggeshall, of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, and of Gray’s Inn, 
barrister-at-law : also another daughter, named Mary, who died unmarriecL Heze- 
kiah died on his return from India, unmarried. Thomas married* the daughter of 
Colonel William Cook, of Great Chishull, and 'had John and Jane. James died a 
bachelor. John, the eldest son and heir of Major-general Haynes, married Mary 
daughter of Thomas Bowes, Esq., of Great Bromley Hall, by* whom he had John 
and Hezekiah. John, the eldest son, married Sarah, daughter of the Rev. Joseph 
Powel, rector of St. Mary’s, Colchester, but died without childrcfi, in 1713, leaving 
this and other estates to his brother, Hezekiah ILaynps, Esq.,* from whom it came 
to the* present family. On the site of Copford Hall, is said to have formerly been a 
nunnery. 

Bottingham, or Boddingham Hall, iif a manor on the southern side of the parish ; Bottinii- 

it is believed to have been originally a distinct hamlet belonging to the crown ;.and **'*"'■ 

at the time of the survey was amoUg the encroachments made on the king’s demesnes, 

> 

* Haynes* arms. Argent, three crescents harry azure and gnles. Crest : a siork rising, jiroprr. 

This coat was confirmed to Nicholas Haynes, of Reading, fourth son of Richard Haynes, of Heading, hy 
R. Cook, clarcncicux, 1578. 
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by Hugh de Montford. In Domesday it is named Betingham, and thence its ancient 
possessors took their surname of Bottingham, which has been retained by the estate. 
The ancient possessors of this family on record, are, William de Bottingham, Hugh, 
and Hubert de Bottingham, the son of Richard.* Sir William Gernon and William 
de Oldholt, also occur. From the Bottinghams it passed, probably by marriage, 
into the ancient family of Tey, seated at Marks Tey and Layer de la Hay. Eleanor, 
daughter of Thomas Tey, dying without children, it came into the Neville family; 
for Marmaduke Neville, Esq., fourth son of Richard Neville Lord Latimer, had 
married Elizabeth, second daughter of Sir Thomas Tey, and he died in 1545. In 
1685 this estate had become the property of Francis Butler, Esq., of Grays Inn? 
on whose death, in 17^7,. it came to his nephew, Ambrose Mandeville, Esq., who 
conveyed it to his son, Valentine Mandeville, of whom it was purchased in the same 
year, by Mrs. Mary Webster; and by her will devised to her son-in-law, Charles 
Grey, Esq. 

Part of^thc Old Holt estate is in this parish; and Marscots and Fullers are estates 
partly in this parish and partly in Aldham and Marks 1 ey : also, between the London 
and Colne roads, are the estates of Bulbeks, belonging to Earl Hardwicke ; the 
Gatehouse farm; Howchins and Chippets; Hole farm; and Homestalls. 

Lands and tenements in this parish, called soft Beddes and Petty Crofts, were 
holden ftf ther manor of Copford, by Edward Fabyan, Esq., in the year 1561. 

The church is on the south of Copford Hall, at a short distance. The walls are 
of unusual thickness, the whole building having been originally covered with an arch, 
some remains of which arc yet to be seen, especially in the chancel, which is also 
distinguished by having the east end of a semicircular form. There is a nave and 
south aisle, which, with the chancel, arc kept in very good repair, through the care 
and munificence of the successive owners of the Hall ; and in 1690 it was completely 
repaired at the charge of the parishioners ; on which occasion, as the workmen were 
preparing the walls for white-washing, it was discovered that very good paintings of 
the Crucifixion, of St. Peter’s mother-in-law lying sick of a fever, of Mary Magdalen, 
And other subjects, Jiad been covered over with whiting. 

The doors are covered with ornamental flouri!,hes of iron work, and under these 
may yet be seen the remains of a kind of tanned skins, thicker than parchment, 
which are traditionally recorded to have been the skins of Danes, who broke into and 
robbed this church. 

•• A charitalile donation was made to the poor of this parish by one of the Mountjoy 
family ; it consists of two tenements, with an orchard, about half way between the 
church and parsonage-house. Owing to' some fault in the conveyance, or from neglect, 


Uotcingkain’s arms. Argent, an e.iglc displayiil, vert; collared and membred, gules. 
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tills benefaction had been some time lost, but was recovered and, conveyed to (’ ii a p. 
John Dane, D.D., then rector, and to his successors for ever, in tnist, the rents 
to be divided yearly among such poor housekeepers as receive no relief from the 
parish. 

Edmund Bonner, bishop of London, of infamous memory, was in possession of Bishoii 
this manor, and resided a considerable time at Copford Hall. He was born at *’‘**^’ 
Hanley, in Worcestershire, and generally supposed to be the natural son of a priest 
named Savage, the natural son of Sir John Savage, of Clifton, in the same county. Strype, 
however, says he was positively assured that Bonner was the legitimate offspring of 
a poor man, who lived in a cottage known to this day, by the name of Bonner's Place. 

About 151S, he entered as student of Broadgate Hall, in Oxford; and in 1519 he 
was admitted bachelor of the canon and civil law. About the same time he took 
orders, and obtained, some preferment in the diocese of Worcester. In 1526 he 
was created doctor of canon law. Having now acquired the character of a shrewd 
politician and civilian, he was soon distinguished by Cardinal Wolsey, whaniade him 
liis commissary for the faculties, and heaped upon him a variety of church prefer- 
ments. He possessed at one time, the livings of Blayden and Cherry Burton, in 
Yorkshire; Ripple, in Worcestershire; East Dereham, in Norfolk; was prebend of 
St. Paul’s, cind archdeacon of Leicester. Bonner was with the cardinal at Cawood, 
when he was arrested for high treason. After tlie death of that minister, he soon 
insinuated himself into the favour of Henry the Eighth, who made him one of his 
chaplains, and employed him in several embassies, especially to the pope. In 1532 
he was sent to Rome with Sir Edward Kame, to answer for the'* king, whom his 
holiness had cited to appear in person, or by proxy. In 1533 ' he was again 
despatched to pope Clement VII., at Marseilles, upon the excommunication of King 
Henry on account of his divorce. On this occasion he threatened the pope, with so 
much resolution, that his holiness talked of burning him alive, or throwing him into 
a caldron of melted lead; upon which Bonner thought fit to’ decamp. His iiifalli- 
bility did not foresee that the man whom he thus threatened was destined to burn 
heretics in England. In 1538, being ambassador at the court’of France, he was 
nominated bishop of Hereford; but before consecration was translated to the see of 
London, and enthroned in 1540. Henry the Eighth died in 1547, while Bonner was 
on an embassy to Charles V. During this reign he was constantly zealous in his oppo- 
sition to the pope; and, to p^ase the^ king, favoured the Reformation; but on the 
accession of young Edward, he refused to take the oath of supremacy, and* was 
committed to the Fleet ; however, he soon Uiought fit to promise obedience to the 
laws, and was accordingly released. He continued to comply with the reformation, 
but with such manifest neglect and reluctance, that he was twice reprimanded by the 
privy council; and in 1549, after a long trial, was committed to the Marshalsea, and 
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deprived of )iis bishopric. The succeeding reign gave him ample opportunity of 
revenge. Mary was scarcely seated on the throne, before Bonner was restored to 
his bishopric ; and soon after cnppointed vicegerent and president of the convocation. 
From this time he became the chief instrument of papal cruelty ; and is said to have 
condemned no less than two hundred protestants to the flames in the space of three 
years. Nor was this monster of a priest more remarkable for his cruelty than his 
impudence. When Queen Elizabeth came to the crown, he had the insolence to 
meet her, with the rest of the bishops, at Highgate. But, in the second year of her 
reign, refusing to take the oath of allegiance and supremacy, he was again deprived, 
and committed to the Marshalsea, where he died in 16.59, after ten years* confinement. 
There cannot be a stronger instance of the comparative lenity of the protestant church, 
than its suffering this miscreant to die a natural death. Several pieces were pub- 
lished under his name. 

In 1821 this parish contained five hundred and ninety-two, and in 1881 six hundred 
and eleven inhabitatns. 


ALDIIAM. 

On the north, this parish is almost wholly bounded by the river Colne ; on the 
south, part of it crosses the road from London to Colchester, and takes in some of 
the great field belonging to Marks Tey Hall. The forty-sixth milestone on the 
London road is in Aldham. 

The name is formed from the Saxon aI'd, and pim, Old Village. It is four miles 
in circumference, lies high, and its soil is compounded of various loams.* 'fhe 
distance west from Colchester is seven miles; north-east from Coggeshall, six; and 
from London, fdrty-seven miles. A fair is held here on Easter-Tuesday, and another 
on the first of November. 

In Edward the Confessor’s reign, Aldham was in possession of Levena; Odo, 
bishop of Bayeux,*fcit)ther to the Conqueror, held it at the time of the survey; and 
under him it was holden by Beatrix his sister, the wife of Alberic de Vere, ancestor 
of the noble famil)^of tlie De Veres, earls of Oxford, the head of whose barony was 
Castle Iledingham; on which* account tfiis estate' has been always holden as of that 
honour. 

T,hcre are two manors in this parish. The mansion-house of Aldham Hall is 
nearly a mile south-east from the church. 'This estate was holden under the De 
Veivs, soon after the Conquest, by a family named De Merk ; who also possessing 
the adjoining parish, it was from them named Merles, or Marks Tey. In 1285, 
William de Wiggeton held this manor of Andrew de Merk; John de Wiggeton was 


* Annual average produce per acre : wheat, twenty-two ; barley, thirty ; oats, thirty-two bushels. 
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his son. William de Goldington next succeeded^ as holding of . the heirs of John de 
Merk, whose family retained possession, till 1358, when it again went to the family of 
De Vere till 1360, when it passed to Robert Tey, in whose family it remained 
till 1595. Aldham Hall was in the possession of Charles Cornwallis, Esq., the 
second son of Sir Thomas Cornwallis, knighted in 1603, and treasurer of the house- 
hold to Henry, Prince of Wales. He was the ancestor of the Earls Cornwallis. 

It next went to the family of Glascock. Edward Glascock was possessed of the 
manor in 1635,* and afterwards Harry and William; and in 1722 , Thomas White, 
Esq., grandson of Sir Stephen White, Knt., of Hackney, bought this estate of 
William Glascock, Esq. His seat was at Tattingston Place, in Suffolk ; he died 
in 1742, and Thomas, his son, succeeded to his possessions, f 

Aldham-hou, or Hoo-place, is a capital mansion in this parish, which, for a con- 
siderable time, was the seat of the Glascock family. The Saxon word nou signifies 
hill, which agrees with the situation of this house ; it stands on the highest ground 
in the parish. It is an ancient building of brick, with bay windows, and partly 
surrounded by a moat. In the commencement of the reign of Edward the Third, 
the names of Richard at Hou and Matilda his wife, occur in a suit at law relating to 
the estate of the Hou; from which it is apparent that it was originally taken from 
the demesnes of Aldham Hall ; to which were added several parcels ^purchased at 
different times. Oliver at Hou is mentioned in 1412. William Beriffs, in 1594, 
held, of Charles Cornwallis, Esq., a capital messuage called the Ilart-Place, in 
Aldham, which is believed to have been the Hou. It is also recorded that one of 
the daughters of William Beriffs, of Aldham-hou, was married to Henry Paine, 
of Cleeshall, in Alphamston, The next possessor was Thomas Turner, "‘Esq., of 
Creppinghall, who sold it to William Glascock, Gent., who died in 1635, possessed 
of Aldham-Hou, or Hou-Place, which he held of Edward Glascock, Esq., as of 
his manor of Aldham Hall. It passed from this proprietor to the JVhite family. 

Bourchier’s Hall, or Litjle Fordham, derives its name from its ancient owners, 
afterwards earls of Essex; and has been named Fordham from its situation near. 
Ford Street, and is called Little Fordham. to distinguish it from the parish and 
manor of Great Fordham, on the opposite side of 'the river. The house stood 
pleasantly on elevated ground, about a quarter of a mile from the chui'ch ; but a 


* One of this family is supposed to have married the elder brother of Dr. Thomas Moufet, as may be 
inferred from the followinp^ story, related by the Doctor “ Alexander, with his friends and physicians, 
wondered to find oysters in the Indian seas a*foot long. And in IMiny’s time (Nat Hist lib. xxxii. c. 6,) they 
marvelled at an oyster which might be divided iiih) three mok^iols, naming it iridactim. But I dare, and do truly 
affirm, that at my eldest brother's marriage, at Aldham Hall, in Essex, I did see a Peldon oyster divided into 
eight good morsels, whose shell was nothing less than that of Alexander’s.*’ — Moufet* s Health* t Imprwfementt 
&c. 4to. Loud. lGd5. p. 161. 

t Arms of White. Gules, a chevron between three boars’ heads coup6c, argent 
VOL. I. 3 G 
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great part of it has been pulled down, except what was convenient for a farm-house. 
This station commands a view of Mersea Island and the sea. This manor is 
believed to be what in Domesday is named Forheda, and, at that time, belonged 
to Richard, the son of Earl Gislebert; but had been previously the property of 
Wisgar and Uimar. This Richard Fitz-Gislebert was earl of Brion in Normandy, 
and lord of the honour of Clare in Suffolk ; of which honour was the lordship of 
Halstead, extending into this and other adjoining parishes. 

Sir Robert Bourchier died possessed of Bourchier’s Hall in 1328; Sir John Bour- 
chier in 1400, and Sir Bartholomew Bourchier in 1409: whose daughter Elizabeth 
was married to Sir Hugh Stafford, and afterwards to Sir Lewis Robessart ; she died 
in 1433, and Henry Bourchier, carl of Essex, died in 1483. Anne, his daughter, 
was married to William Parr, Esq., advanced to the titles of Lord Parr, carl of 
Essex, and marquis of Northampton. This lady was afterwards divorced from him 
for her incontinency. But, before that, she had settled her estates upon him by fine, 
in 1541. He being attainted of high treason in 1553, for joining the party of Lady 
Jane Grey against Queen Mary, all his lands became forfeited to the crown, and weri* 
granted by Queen Mary to Sir Robert Rochester, comptroller of her household, who, 
by will, gave them to the nunnery of Syon, in Middlesex. But this monastery being 
suppressed in 1559, and the revenues coming again to the crown. Queen Elizabeth, 
in 1500, re-granted this, with the others, to W'^illiam, marquis of Northampton, of 
whom it was purchased by George Sayer, Esej., in 1574. The Sayer family trace 
their ancestry in this county as far back as the reign of King Edward the Second. 
William and John Sayer were of Birch, in that and the next succeeding reigns. 
William ’Sayer, of Copford, died in 134 8; as did also his son John in 1350, whose 
son was named *Jo]in. And Richard, son of John, died in 1307, leaving John his son 
to succeed him. Matthew Sayer, and Oliver at Hou, held lands and tenements in 
Aldham and Great Tey in 1411*. This family were afterwards settled in Colchester, 
where they became eifiinent for wealth, and bore the highest offices in the corporation, 
flohn Sayer, Alderman, died in 1509, and his son John in 1563. George his son 
was an alderman ahd several times one of the bailiffs of Colchester; he purchased this 
estate, and had also various estates in l^tanway, Copford, Lexden, and otlier places, 
at the time of his death in 1577. By his first wife, Agnes, daughter and co-heiress 
of Thomas Wesden, of Lincolnshire, he had four sons and three daughters. His 
second wife was Frances, daughter of Thomas Sammon ; by her he had no children, 
tiebrge, his youngest son, married Rose, daughter of William Cardinal, Esq., of 
Great Bromley, and had by her George ; Thomas, , seated at Bowton in Suffolk ; 
Mary, wife of John Prittyman, of the same county; and Frances, wife of Robert 
Browne of Colchester. George, the eldest son, succeeded his father on his death 
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in 1596, and was knighted in 1607.* By Dorothy his wife, daijghter of John 
Higham, of Norfolk, he had six children: John, Anne, Susan, Higham, Francis, and 
Richard. Sir George died in 1630, and his lady in 1651. John, the eldest son, 
inherited this estate, and lived at Bourchier’s Hall. He was busily engaged in state 
aiiairs during the commonwealth, and died in 1658, leaving, by Hester, daughter of 
Robert Honey wood, of Charing, in Kent, Dorothy, wife of John Barnaby, of Col- 
chester; and his only son, George Sayer, Esq., knighted in 1640, who died in the 
thirty-sixth year of his age, leaving, by his wife Anne,f Esther, a posthumous child. 
Esther Sayer was married to the learned Sir John Marsham, Bart., of Caxtoh in 
Kent, to whom she bore a son named John, who died before her, and lefl no children. 
She survived her husband and son ; and dying in 1716, was buried at Aldham. On 
her decease, Bourchier’s Hall and her other estates, in conformity to a fine and settle- 
ment previously made, were conveyed to Sir Robert Marsham, Bart., of Bushy Hall, 
in Hertfordshire, nephew to her late husband. He was created Lord Romney in 
1716, and died in 1724; the estate having been purchased by Thomas White, Esq. 

The Wic is a parcel of land west-north-west of Bourchier’s Hall, which has usually 
gone along with it ; part of the house and fifty-two acres of the land are in Aldham, 
the rest in Chapel. 

Hill Farm, near Ford Street, appears to have originally belonged to Bourchicr s 
Hall estate, with which it was purchased by Mr. White. 

Clayton Hall is named from a family to whom it once belonged ; it was purchased 
by Mr. White, of William Glascock. Other estates are a farm, in and near Ford 
Street, called the Old White Hart, or the Old George, with the Rye House. 

Ford Street is a village or hamlet, in Aldham parish, at the bottom of the hill, on 
the south side of the river, and about a mile and a half from the church. An ancient 
family took the surname of Aldham frem this parish. Roger and Robert dc Aldham 
were living about the commencement of King Henry the T^iird’s reign : as was Peter 
de Aldham, in 1246 ; and Gilbert, and Robert de Aldham are- mentioned some years 
later. 

The church has a nave, south aisle, and chancel, with a wooden turret, rough-cast, 
containing two bells. A chapel formerly stood on the north side of this church, and 
opened into it; but being ruinous it was taken down. In the window of this chapel 
was a lion rampant, over it a bend compone ; on the glass were also rcpresente^l the 
effigies of a man and woman, with hand^ lifted up in a devotional attitude, with the same 
escutcheon on their coats ; that of the woman, empaling sable, three martlets, argent. 

* Philpot’s Catalogue of Knights. 

f Saycr's ar^is. Gules, a chevron between three martlets, argent ; a chief ermine. Crest, on a torse, a 
naked arm bent, proper, escarsioned at the wrist, argent and gules, griping in the hand a wolf’s or dragon’s 
head erased, vert. 
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The man had a sword by his side. Under these figures was inscribed in antique cha- 
racters, Orate pro aia Jacobi . . . . ee, qui istam capellani in honorem, see Anne 
matris, Maria pmo fundavit.” That is, “ Pray for the soul of James . . . . ee, who 
first founded this chapel in honour of St. Anne, the mother of Mary.” In the next 
department were also two similar figures, having on their coats a spread eagle, with a 
bordure engrailed ; and also the lion with a bend compon6, as on the others. In the 
east window of the aisle of the church were these escutcheons: 1. Tey, argent, a 
fesse between three martlets in chief, azure, a chevron in point of the second; 
2 . Gules, a cross flory ; 3. Argent, a cross, gules. Underneath, “ Orate pro aiab 
Robti Atteye, et Joins Atteye ... 1 nfactor .... hujus loci.” That is, Pray for 
the souls of Robert Atteye and John Atteye .... nefactors .... of this place.” So 
that the chapel, and tliis aisle seems to have been built by the Tey family. Several of 
the Sayer family are buried in the chancel. 

This parish receives twenty shillings yearly, partly of the gift of Thomas Love, of 
Little Horkeslcy, to twelve parishes in this neighbourhood. A house, barn, and six 
fields, containing sixteen acres of land, called Crapes, have been left vested in trustees 
for the benefit of the poor, but by whom is not known. The rent is distributed 
yearly, in the church, to sixteen poor inhabitants of Aldham, who have been married 
at least five years, (being their first marriage,) the object of the charity not to be 
receiving parodhial relief. 

The learned Sir John Marsham, formerly the proprietor of Bouchiers Hall, was 
celebrated as a writer in the latter part of the seventeenth century : he studied in the 
Middle Temple, and was sworn one of the six clerks in the court of chancery in 1(>38. 
In the beginning of the civil wars he followed the king to Oxford, for which he was 
deprived of his place, and plundered by the parliament at Westminster. After the 
declining of the king’s affairs he returned to London, with other royalists compounded 
for his real estate, and devoted his wdiole attention to his studies, passing his life in 
retirement. He \Cfotc Diatriba Chronologica, Chronicus Canon, yEgyptiacus, 
Ebraicus, Graecus,” &c., and other valuable and learned works; he died in 1685. 

*ln 1821 this parish contained four hundred and thirty-five, and in 1831, four hun- 
dred and seven inhabitants. 

c 

TEY OR TAY. 

This name is derived from the Saxon ceasb^on inclosure, or from l^esen, an officer, 
or servant of the king, these having been originally, as we may suppose, some of the 
thane lands.* To this day Great Tey is vulgarly called Tayn. Three parishes in 
this hundred, contiguous to each othei*, are named Mark’s Tey, Great Tey, and 
Little Tey. 

* See Sir Henry Spclman’s Posthumous Works, on Feuds and Tenures, chap. iv. p. 14. 
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MARKS TEY, OR TAY. 

This parish contains nine hundred acres ; it lies low, and the grounds are heavy, 
but productive. It is called Marks or Merks, from a family surnamed De Merk, by 
whom it was anciently holden, under the Mandcvilles, lords paramount, from whom 
it also received the appellation of Tay Mandeville. It is sometimes, in records, named 
Tay ad Ulmos, from numerous very large elm trees, formerly growing here, especially 
on the road towards Coggeshall ; and it is still observed, that the soil of this district is 
particularly congenial to the growth of elm trees. It lies east-south-cast from the two 
other Teys, and south-south-west from Aldham ; three miles east-north-east from 
Coggeshall ; five from Colchester ; eight from Witliam, and forty-six from London. 

In Edward the Confessor’s reign this district belonged to Ulric ; and at the time of 
the general survey, was one of the forty lordships, given by the Conqueror to Geofrey 
de Mandeville, in whose posterity, carls of Essex, it remained till it passed to the 
Bohuns, earls of Essex, Hereford, and Northampton; Mary, coheiress of the last 
Humphrey Bohun, conveyed it, in marriage, to her husband, Henry Plantagenet, 
earl of Derby, Hereford, and Lancaster; hence it became part of the duchy of 
Lancaster. There is only one manor. 

Marks Tey Hall is about a quarter of a mile east from the London road, and has 
been converted into a farm house, but yet retains part of the moat by which it was 
surrounded. It was holden under the Bohuns, by a family surnamed ftc Merk, who 
had extensive possessions in various parts of the county, soon after the Conquest, 
Henry de Merk died in 1267, in possession of this estate, named, at that time, the 
manor of Tey, at Elms: several of the family succeeded till 1275, when Ada, daughter 
of Geofrey Dinant came to this possession. Andrew was her next heir, vfho, from 
this place took the surname of Tey, and whose family were for a loftg time of consi- 
derable note in this county. Walter de Tey was summonctl to parliament in 1299. 

The first of the name that occurs was Simon dcTcy, wjiose son, Walter de 'Fey, 

mamed Dorothy, daughter of Audham, or Aldham, and* had by her Richard, 

who married Helena, daughter of Tendring; and their son and heir, Edward, 

married Christiana Bottingham: whose son, Roger de Tey, mA-rying Edith de la 
Haye, had by her, Thomas, who had by Emma, his wife^ Martin de Tey. He 

married Margaret, daughter of Fitzwalden : and their son and heir, Robert dc 

Tey, was the father of Sir William Tey, who, marrying Alicia Merks, obtainod in 
her right this whole manor. They had* their son and heir. Sir Robert Tey, who mar- 
rried Agnes Bawd, and by her had Sir Robert Tey, who, at the time of his decease*, 

in 1427, was possessed of a very*large estate. He married Joan, daughter of 

Norbury, by whom he had two sons, John and Thomas, which last settled at Layer 
de la Haye ; John Tey Esq., the eldest son, is, in the genealogy, said to have bejen 
settled at Brightwell Hall, in Suffolk. Dying in 1440, or 1441, he left by Mary, 
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daughter of Hussey, John, his son and heir, who much lessened his estate. 

He died in 1462, and Heni 7 , his son, afterwards knighted, and sherilF of Essex and 
Hertfordshire in 1488 and 1500, succeeded. He died in 1510, and by Margaret his 
wife, daughter and coheiress of John Green, of Gosfield, had Thomas, William, and 
John. Thomas, the eldest, was knighted, and dying in 1540, left four daughters, 
coheiresses: Margaret, wife of Sir John Jeremy; Elizabeth, wife of Marmaduke 
Neville, Esq., third son of Richard Neville, Lord Latimer; Mary, wife of Sir 
Thomas Neville, brother of Marmaduke; and Frances, married first to William 
Bonham, Esq., secondly to Edward Rocking, and lastly to Thomas Bonham, who 
held the manor of Marks Tey, dhd other estates. Marmaduke Neville, Esq., had 
Marks Tey in right of his wife, with other estates in this neighbourhood: he died in 
1545, leaving Christopher, his son and heir, who died young, and a daughter named 
Eleanor, who was married to Thomas Tey, Esq., of Layer de la.Hayc, and afterwards 
to 'i'honias Warren, Esq. The reversion of this manor, for want of lawful heirs, 
was secured to the right heirs of Sir Thomas Tey, deceased, which William Tey, 
Esq., of Layer do la Haye, had purchased of them for himself and heirs. About 
the year 1592, William Tey, Esq. conveyed this manor to Queen Elizabeth, and she 
granted it to Charles Cornwallis, Esq., who held a court here in 1596. It was soon 
afterwards purchased of him by Wiliam Howse, citizen-mercer of London, who died in 
1601, and wa^ succeeded by his son, who sold the premises to Francis Nicholson, 
citizen-mercer of London, who held his first court here in 1625, and Francis Nichol- 
son, his son, sold it to Peter de la Noy, Esq., in 1679 : and of him or his heirs, it was 
purchased by Peter Brazier, Esq., of London, in 1707, who sold it to John London, 
of London ; and about twenty years afterwards he sold it to Robert Mai'sh, Esq., of 
Basiinghall-strcet, London, a Blackwell-Hall factor, and several times deputy-governor 
of the bank. A fine field of fifty acres, extending to the London road, belongs to 
this estate : part of it is in Aldham. 

The church, dedicated to St. Andrew, is a small ancient building, within sight of 
the London road to Colchester, and a quarter of a mile from the road to Coggeshall. 
The upper part of tl*c belfry is of thick wooden planks, fixed in grooves, between studs, 
within which arc two bells; 4t the top tlicre is a*wooden spire. There is a painted 
window in the chaneef, with the arms of Bishop Compton. In the middle of the 
chancel, under a fiat stone, inlaid with brasses, is the following inscription : 

« 

^ ** Robert dc Teyc ct Katcrinc, sa femme, gisent icy Dieu de lour Aimes elt m*ci qe decedc- 
rentle 7 jours d’Oetobr. Fan de grace, 1360.** 

Originally this church formed part of the fee of Mandeville, and was given by one 
of that family to the prior and canons of St. Botolph's, in Colchester, who appropriated 
the great tithes to their house, and ordained a vicarage here. This vicarage, after the 
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dissolution of the monastery, was so poor, that during a period of on^ hundred and 
sixty-nine years, it had not been considered worth any person’s acceptance, and was for 
some time holden hy sequestration ; but Bishop Compton purchased the parsonage- 
house with the glebe of thirty-five acres, and the tithes of all the estates in the parish, 
except such as belonged to the then lord of the manor, and made this a very comfort- 
able living, which he gave, with some others, to Baliol College, Oxford. Mr. Bree, 
when vicar of this place, built a very good parsonage-house near the London road, 
and completely repaired the church. 

The generous Bishop Henry Compton, who was so liberal a benefactor to this 
parish, was the youngest son of Spenser, earl of Northampton, and born in 1()3J3. 
After the restoration, he became cornet in a regiment of horse, but soon after 
quitting the army, was made bishop of Oxford in 1 674 ; and in 1 675 bishop of Lon- 
don. The education of the two princesses, Mary and Anne, was committed to his 
care, whom he afterwards married to the princes of Orange and penmark ; and their 
firm adherence to the protestant religion in after life, believed to be owing to their 
tutor, was imputed to him as an unpardonable crime. He was suspended from his 
ecclesiastical functions by James the Second; but restored by him on the invasion of 
the prince of Orange, and joined Sir Jonathan Trelawny, bishop of Bristol, to com- 
plete the majority for supplying the vacant throne on the abdication of King James. 
He also p^formed the coronation ceremony, and was appointed one of the commission 
for the reformation of the liturgy. He laboured with much zeal to reconcile tlie dis- 
senters to the church ; and his spirit of moderation made him unpopular with the 
clergy, and hindered his further promotion. He died in 1713, having published 
“A Treatise on the Communion;” Seven Letters on Religious Subjects f” and a 
translation of “The Jesuits’ Intrigues.” 

In 18^1 this parish contained three hundred and fifty-one, and in 1831 three hun- 
dred and sixty-three inhabitants. 


LITTLE TEY. 

This parish is, with propriety, named Little, being one of the smallest in the county, 
and containing only four hundred ind forty-eight acres. It lies west from Marks Tey, 
and south from (Jreat Tey; and its demesne-lands bordering on Feering, confirm the 
belief that it w’as included within that parish at the time of the survey, as beloyging 
to Westminster Abbey ; for the abbot &nd convent were possessed of the patronage of 
Little Tey, till their suppression. In old records it is sometimes called Tey Oodmar^. 
The land of this parish, like that of Fcering, is heavy, but very good. It is six miles 
from Colchester, seven from Witham, and forty-six from London. 

The estates or manors are, Germaines, a great part of which extends into Aldayi ; 
Godbolts, by the side of the road to Coggeshall ; an estate named Knaves ; Houchins, 
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the^ house lying in Feering; and Church-house, near the church. The bishop of 
London is lord of the soil, or what may be called a manor, in this parish. 

The church is very small, with a wooden turret and one bell. 

On the conversion of Westminster Abbey into a bishopric by Henry the Eighth,, 
in 1/511), among other things, the advowson of this rectory was given to it. But 
Queen Mary on her accession dissolving the bishopric, in 1553, gave this living to 
Banner, bishop of London, and it has descended to his successors. 

In 1641 Erasmus Laud was rector here, and rendered memorable by the cruel 
treatment he experienced from a Colchester mob, which was unaccountable from any 
assignable motive, except it were because his surname was the same as that of 
Archbishop Laud, who at that time had rendered himself exceedingly unpopular. 

In 1821 this parish contained forty-nine, and in 1831 fifty-eight inhabitants. 

GREAT TEY. 

This parish is about seventeen miles in circumference : it is four miles from Cog- 
geshall, seven from Colchester, and forty-six fi*om London. The soil exhibits several 
varieties, and has a more abundant mixture of clay than the neighbouring parishes. 
The greater part of tlie lands are arable, and remarkably productive, Ij^aving been a 
long time in a high state of cultivation.* 

In the tentt century the lordship of Great Tey was in the possession oP the Saxon 
earl, Alfgar, whose youngest daughter, Ethelfleda, conveyed it, by marriage, to Duke 
Athelstan; on whose death it was given to the monastery of Stoke, near Neyland; 
but at the time of the general survey it belonged to Eustace, earl of Boulogne, 
whose gi'Sind -daughter, Maud, was married to Stephen, carl of Blois, afterwards king 
of England. Stephen gave it to William, his third son, who, in 1162, granted it to 
Richard de Lucy, chief justice of England, by whose daughter, Maud, it was con- 
veyed, with many other* estatesf in Essex, Norfolk, and Suffolk, to her husband, 
Walter Fitz-Robert, ahccstor of the noble family of the Fitz-Walters. Robert Fitz- 
Walter held it in 1211, and a succcs.sor of the same surname died, in 1328; whose 
successor was Johii^Fitz- Walter, who died in 1361, and left Walter his son and heir. 
Two of the same name , succeeded ; when, on failure of male heirs, in 1432 it passed 
to Sir John Montgomery,! aman famous for military exploits, whose family was seated 
at Fttulkbourn. On his death, in 1448, he was succeeded by his son. Sir Thomas, 
created knight of the Garter, by King Edward the Fourth ; a man of great valour 
iuid Eminence. He died In 1494, leaving this manor to his sister, Philippa, who con- 
veyed it to her husband, Francis Bryan, Esq., ani hq, in 1542, sold it to Thomas, 

* Annual average produce per acre, wheat, twenty-two ; barley, thirty ; and oats, thirty-six bushels, 
f See Anstis’ Black Book of the Garter, vol. i. p. 203. 
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Lord Audley: it remained in the possession of this family till it was sold, in 1714'5 to 
George Cressener, Esq. descended from the family of that name, at ]^ures Hamlet 
and EarPs Colne; his wife retained possession till her death in 1759; and his sou 
afterwards sold it to Thomas Astle, Esq. F. S. A.* 

The mansion-house stood about half a mile north-north-west from the church. It 
was an ancient seat of the Montgomeries, and was burnt down by accident, and after- 
wards a barn was built for the demesne lands, which on that account have been 
called New Barn lands. Formerly this lordship was of hrge extent, having numerous 
manors dependent upon it. 

Uphall manor was, in ancient times, named Walter at Teys; the house is on the 
south-west side of the parish, near the Coggeshall road; and the estate has been 
mostly in possession of the same proprietors as that of Great Tey, particularly those 
of the Fitzwalters and Montgomeries. 

Bacons and Flories were .two manors united in one, and named from ancient pro- 
prietors. It once belonged to Roger Fitz- Richard, and is believed to be partly what 
Dionysia Bacon held, in 1351, of the inheritance of Margery Bacon, daughter and 
heiress of Edward BacoTi, at Tey, Aldham, &c. 

Flories lies in the north-west part of the parish. At an early period it belonged to 
the Lords Fitiwalter. The Calthorps, Turners, Smyths and Scarlets, held this manor 
in succession. It ?ifterwards went to Mr. Stuck, of Halstead. 

There is a brook which runs through this parish, and a large house on the bordcir 
«)f it, about a quarter of a mile from the church, is named the Brook. From ancient 
writings it is apparent, that this capital messuage, with its barns and out-houses, occu- 
pies the site of numerous tenements, formerly constituting a little village. The pos- 
sessors of this estiite were the families of Senlanant, Gerinayne, Bi^kele, Stansted, 
Mootham, Lingwood, and Aylward. 

The Moothams were longest in possession, and, iji 1611, conveyed the estate to 

• • 

* The villain or cojiyliold tenants belonging to this manor were bound by tneir tenures to plough the 
lord*H land, to mow his gra:«s, to reap his corn, and to cut underwood in his grounds for firing. They 
were also obliged to make fences round his woods, for which purpose they were t«» cut the underwood uf 
the extent of one rod within the woods, un^ allowed tke surplus for their own tiring. Many of the estates 
in this manor were subject to the marcheta mnlierum^ a custom wliicli has* been the subject of consi- 
derable dispute among antiquarian writers. ** I am persuaded,’* says Mr. Astle, that the marcheta was 
a line, paid by a sokeman or villain, to his lord, for a licence to marry his daughter ; and if the vassal 
gave her awiiy without this licence, he was lial>le«to a fine. The prohablc^ reason of the custom appears 
to have been this : persons of low rank residing on an estate were generally bound to perform ccrtaiui 
services to the lord, and to reside on the estate. Hence, when a woman of this class married a stranger, 
and removed to his habitation, the Iqrd was deprived of part of his live stock \ he therefore required a 
fine to indemnify him for the loss uf his property. In process of time, a composition for this fine wiis 
thrown into the aggregate sum of quit-rents, as appears by an ancient survey of this manor.” lUustrathnit 
of Cuetoma awi Tenurea of thia Manor ^ by Mr, MtUy printed in the Archaologio, vol. xii. p. 25—40. 
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John Eldrod, of Colchester, who, in 1645, sold it to William Stebbing, gentleman, 
who married'Aune, widow of Henry Parke; and on his death, in 1645, left William 
his eldest son and heir ; and Solomon, and Hannah, and Mary. Solomon had the 
estate of Wareyns, in this parish. William Stebbing, by his first wife Rose, had six 
daughters and two sons, who both died young : Jiis second wife was Hannah Hunt, 
by whom he had — Willuim, who died unmarried; Hannah, Elizabeth, Mary, and 
Solomon, who married Mrs. Anne Creffield, widow of William Brewer, of Lamberts, 
in this parish; he died in 1701, leaving Anne, and Elizabeth, who died unmarried. 

Anne, in 1739, was married to the learned Philip Morant, F. S. A. author of the 
History of Essex, who, on his death in 1770, left by her an only daughter, Anna 
Maria, married to lliomas Asth*, Esq. 

Part of this estate lies in Little ^Fey. 

Wareyns is named from a fimiily, of whom several arc mentioned in records about 
the time of Henry the Fifth. In 1668 it belonged to Solymon Stebbing. The house 
is at the west-eiid of the church-yard. 

Trumpiiigtoiis, called also Fullers, is a considerable estate, which appears to have 
been held, in 1384, by Robert dc Truinpeton, of the King, by the service of finding 
one sack of canvass, and one bro(?h in his army in Wales, during forty days, at his own 
charge ; and th(‘ same estate appears to have been held by different individuals and 
families, on tenures of a similar description, till it was conveyed to the priory of St. 
Botolph, in Colchest(*r, by one of the Doreward family. On the suppression of that 
house it was granted to Thomas, Lord Audley; whose descendant, Henry Audley, 
sold it, with the manor of Orcat Tey, to George Cressener, Esq. The house, for- 
merly moated round, was half a mile south-west from the church. 

Other estates, are lOsgores, which formerly belonged to Sir Francis Brian, knight, 
and aft(»r wards went to the families of Stansted, Bonham, and Harrington. Lamberts 
belonged formerly to a family iff that name; and was in possession of a family named 
Bravers, in the tiino of l^iiig Edward the Sixth, and of Queen Elizabeth. The last of 
them gave it to his wife, afterwards the wife of Mr. Solofnon Stebbing; and she sold 
it to Philip Lugar^iii 1738. 

llie church, dedicated to St. Bariiakas, is pleasantly situated on an eminence, 
bormerly, the two side aisles were leaded, till the time of the civil wars, when the 
lead of the south aish? was taken away and cast into bullets, and its place afterwards 
suppliiMl by tiles. The aisles jirc separated from the nave by massive pillars, sup- 
, porting semi-circular arches. In the central part of the church, between the nave and 
cJianccI, there is a large sijuare stone tower, containing eight bells ; and on its south- 
west (corner there used to be a small sph'e, leaded, whi<5h becoming ruinous, was taken 
down about the year 1742. 

A chantry was founded, in 1411, by John de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, Sir Gerard 
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Bray broke, Sir William Marney, John de Boys, and Clement Spice, in the priory 
church of Dunmow; to which the advowson of this church was given, for their own 
use for ever. 

There is a house at the west-end of the church-yard, which was given to the poor 
of this parish by Henry Audley, Esq. of Bere Churcdi, whicli has been converted into 
a workhouse. The lord of the manor formerly kept his court here, and it was on that 
account called the Guildhall. 

The learned Stephen Nettles, B. D. author of the “ Answer to the Jewish part of 
Mr. Seldon’s History of Tithes,” was vicar of this church from the year 1616 to 1623.* 

In 1821 there were, in this parish, six hundred and twenty-five inhabitants; in 1831 
the number was six hundred and eighty-two. 

CHAPEL. 

In the population returns. Chapel is donomiiiatc^d a parish ; in other publications it 
is said to be a cluipelry, in the patronage of the parishioners. The name is written in 
deeds, Pontisbriglit, Brigge; Brightlie, Pontisbryege ; and in the grant, l)y the Lord 
Chancellor Audley to hiinselt^ of St. Botolph’s Priory, in Cohihestcr, which had some 
pensions and portions of tithes in this place, it is writtcni Capella Alba, the “white 
chapel;” v(‘ry probably on account of its having been white-washed, or covercfl with 
light-coloured mortar. 

At the time of the survey, it was part of the parish of Great Tey, and in the pos- 
session of Eustace, Earl of Boulogin? ; but, at present, the bounds of each are flistinctly 
separate, and so arc* the rat<*s. In Chapel Street there are about as many houses as 
in all the other parts of the parish ; and a fair for toys is holden there on ^thc first 
Tuesday after the 11th of June. It is distant four miles north-east fi;om Coggeshall, 
and forty-eight from London. The chapel here was originally built for the con- 
venience of the inhabitants, and consecrated by lyiichael Northburgh, bishop of 
London, in the year 1355. Afterwards, disputes arising bct^wwii tlic inhabitants 
and the vicars of Great Tey, Robert Fitz-Hiigh, Bishop of London, in 153.3, by 
(;onsent of all parties, ordered that the inhabitants of Pontisbrigh^ should provide a 
priest to celebrate divine service in4heir chapel, whom the vicar of Great T(*y, for the 
time being, should be obliged to admit; and that such priest* should receive all the 
tithes, &c. which the vicar of Great Tey used to receive; and also for the augmentation 
of his salary, should receive from the vioar of Great Tey for the time being, the yearly 
sum of 2 ()a., by two equal portions, at the feasts of 8t. John the Baptist, and the birth 
of Christ ; but if the priest should* not be contented, the inhabitants should make up 
the deficieiKjy and if, through* their neglect, 8ie chapel be left without divine service, 
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for the gpacc of two months in any one year, cither all together, or at different times, 
then it inighl be lawful for the vicar of Great Tey, for the time being, to resume the 
receiving of the tithes, oblations, and obventions, and to apply them to his own proper 
use as before; in which case it was ordained that the vicar should perform, or cause 
some other person to perform, divine service three times every week in this church. 

The lands here that are not free belong to the manors of Great Tey, Bacons, and 
Bourchiers Hall. Popes was formerly a very considerable estate, which a long time 
remained the property of the Creffields, formerly a family of importance here, and at 
Fordham and Colchester ; but it was divided among a numerous family of children, 
and part of it forms what has since been called Hill House Farm. Bacons is the name 
of ail adjoining estate ; and also Broom House and Vernons, which last extends into 
Colne Wake and Fordham. 

The chapel is a small ancient building, with a square wooden turret and spire. 

Samuel Hills, of London, gave a farm called Machoons, or Crowch House, the 
income of which is onlered to be “ either for and towards the maintenance and relief 
of such learned person, being poor, as shall, for the time being, be vicar or minister of 
Pontisbright ; or otherwise, for and towards the maintenance and relief of other poor 
people witiiin the said parish ; or both of them, as by their (the foeffees) wisdomes and 
discretion from time to time shall seem most meet and convenient.” 

This estate lies by the road-side, almost opposite to Bots Tye. There is also a little 
alms-house for two families by the road-side, between Chapel Street and Great Tey. 

In 1821 there were, in this parish, three hundred and thirty-one inhabitants, and in 
1831 the number was three hundred and ninety. 

THE COLNES. 

These are four contiguous parishes in the north-west part of this hundred, receiving 
their general appellation from the river Colne, by the side of which they are situated- 
The Collies are inejuded m thedistrictof Miscellaneous Loams, and present considerable 
variety of soil, some of which is heavy, but the universaFprevalence of a mixture of 
i^and, is opposed to^the character of tenacity, which might otherwise be expected in the 
lower parts of these lands. 


EARl/s COLNE. 

The name of this parish is derived from it^ ancient proprietors, the noble family of 
^the De Veres, earls of Oxford. It has also formerly been named Colne Monachorum, 
from the priory founded here, and Colne St. Andrew, from the saint to which that 
institution and the church were dedicated ; and being the largest of these parishes, it 
has been called Great Colne : in Domesday-book it is written Coles. Much of it is 
on rising ground ; and it is ten miles in circumference. The distance from Coggeshall 
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is five, from Colchester ten, and from London forty-eight miles. There is a fair here ^ H A P. 
yearly, on Lady Day. ^ 

In Edward the Confessor’s time, it belonged to Ulwin, a uohhi Saxon, whose 
whole estate was given by William the Conqueror to Alberic de Vere, to whom he 
also gave his half-sister Beatrix in marriage. 

The manor of Earl’s Colne continued in this noble family from 1137 to 1703, 
during which period there was a succession of twenty earls; an instance unparalleled 
in the English peerage. Earl’s Colne was holden of the King in capite, as were the 
other lordships belonging to the barony, to which the high oilice of Lord Chamberlain 
was annexed; and this manor continued in the family, with some little interruption, 
till 1583. 

The earls had anciently a mansion or piilace here, called Hall Place;* it was near Hall 
the church-yard, by the road leading to Colne Park: afterwards they built a house 
within the Priory Close, where they resided occasionally, till the dissolution of monas- 
teries. 


John <lc Vere, and Aubrey his son, during the civil wars, were attainted and beheaded, 
for opposing King Edward the Fourth, and their forfeited estates were granted, by 
Richard the Third, to Sir Thomas Montgomery of Faulkbourn, who held his first 
court here in 1483. Rut John, the thirteenth earl, was restored to this and his otlier 
possessions by King Henry the Seventh. John, the sixteenth earl, wasr unjustly and 
cruelly deprived of this and a great part of his other estates; but on application to 
parliament, in the succeeding reign of Queen Mary, they were again restored to him; 
but Edward, the seventeenth carl, wasting his patrimony, his steward, Roger Har- 
lackenden, in 1583, purchased this manor and park of him. 

The family of Harlackenden were of Woodchurch, in the hundred. of Blackbourn, 
in Kent., 

William Harlackenden, Esq. died in 1081, the fiftv‘enth of William the Conqueror, 
and was buried in the family vault, in the south chancel of WpOdchurch, where his 
epitaph is said to have beerf found.f His successors were William, Thomas, William, 
and John, living in 1326, as was lliomas in 1408. 

Moses, the son of Thomas, maraied Peti^nilla, daughter of Sir Henry Hardress, 
by whom he had William and John. William, the eldest, was seated at Woodchurch, 
and his posterity ended there in Walter. 

John, the second son of Moses Harlackenden, lived at Warhorn in Kent; and 


Harlack- 
endi*ii fa» 
mily. 


* Leland gives the following account of, it: — '^Mr. ShciTeldc told me, that a little beside Colne-prioric 
yn est* Sax, wher the Erles of Oxford^used to be buriedj^was a manor-place of theirs, the dikes and the 
plotte whereof yet remayne, and berith the name of Haulle- place. Syns the ruinc of this manor- place, 
the Erles hath builded hard by the Priory.*' LelantTi Itiner, 
t This epitaph is as follows “Hie jacet Will. Harlakenden Ar,* qui ob. 30 die mcnsis Aprilis, 1081.” 
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John was his son, by his wife Joan, daughter and heiress of Thomas Willis, of Ailing- 
ton, in that county. 

John Harlackenden married Joan, daughter of Philips, of Tenterden; by 

whom he had three sons, Thomas, William, Roger; and a daughter named Elizabeth. 
Thonifis, the eldest son, was of Woodchurch, and had, besides other children, George 
of Little Yeldham, in this county. 

Roger, the youngest son of John Harlackenden, the purchaser of the manor and 
Priory of Earl’s Colne, married Elizabeth, daughter of Tliomas*IIardress, Esq. by 
whom he had Rogei’, Richard, Thomas, and Mabel. He had also three other wives, 
but by those had no children. 

Thomas, his youngest son, succeeded to his father’s estates on his death, in 1602,* 
and is stated, in the Inquisition, to have been his son and heir, at that time thirty-four 
years of age. Mabel was married to Clement Stonard, of Stapleford Abbots. Of Roger 
there is no account. 

Richard, his next brother, of Staple’s Inn, married Margaret, daughter of I^dward 
Ilubbcrt, Esq., of Moiitlichet, and of the Six Clerks’ Ofti(!e, by whom he had several 
sons and seven daughters. Richard, the lather, died in 1631, and his widow Mar- 
garet, as is stated in the liujuisition, was a lunatic, and held the Lodge, and other 
(38tates, the rewersiou of which was settle<l on Roger, their second son. 

Richard, the (ddest son, was heir to the other estates: his first wife was Alice, 
daughter of Sir Henry Mildmay, of Jattle Raddow, Knt., by whom he had a son 
named Richard. His sec'ond wife wiis Mary, daughter of Sir Edward Denny, Knt., 
of Bishop’s Stortford, in Hertfordshire, by whom he had Margaret, married to John 
Eld red, Esq., of Olivers, counsellor at law; Mary, who died unmarried; and Eliza- 
beth, wife of Thomas Rowes, Es<p, of Great Rrondoy, 

Richard, his only son, succe<Mle<l his latlu*r, and lived to the age of eighty-nine, 
flying in 1692. He loft by Mjiry, his wife, daughter of Christopher Meredith, of 
London, an only cliihj, Mary.f 

Mary Harlackenden was married, in 1653, to Daniel A*iidrowes, Esq., of London, 
Mid of Low Laytoii, in Essex. The family of Androwes deduced their pedigree from 
the Norman Coii(|ucst, and had been settled for many generations at Winwick, and 
Belston, in the county of W’^arwick. 

Daniel Androwes, merchant, wjis of this family ; and his son Henryy by his wife 
1 horowgood, was the husband of Doro/Jiy, daughter of Sir Arthur Harris, Knt. 
gind Rart., by whom he hud Daniel Androwes, who, in 1672, married the aforesaid 

In his epitaph, lie is said to have been dejceiidcd from the ancient family of Harlakenden, in the 
county of Kent, the chief house whereof was anciently called the Burrowc of Harlakenden, or the Denno 
of Harlakenden, and is now commonly called Old Harlakenden. 

t Arms of Harlakenden. Azure, a fessc ermine between three eagles* heads erased, or, 2 and 1. 
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Mary, the only daughter and heiress of Richard Harlackenden, Esq., and in her right c h a i*. 
came into the possession of these estates. He died in 1680, and his wifS died in 1729, - 

after nearly forty-eight years of widowhood. They had Richard, born after his 
father’s decease, Anne, Mary, Dorothy, and Frances. 

Richard Androwes married Margaret, daughter of Laurence Hatsell, but died, in 
1730, without children. Anne* was married to John Wale, Estj., of Saffron Walden. 

The other daughters left no heirs, and the estate centered in tlie heir of the eldest 
daughter Anne; who, by John Wale, Esq., had four sons, John, Geoffrey, Charles, 
and Richard; and two daughters, Anne and Elizabeth. 

John Wale, Lsq., the eldest son, in 1738, married Anne, the only surviving daughter 
of John Eldred, Esq., of Olivers, in Stanway; but he died, in 1761, without children. 
Geofrey, the second son, married Amy Martin, but both died before the eldest bro- 
ther, and left no issue; on which the third son, Charles Wah*, Esq., succeeded his 
brother John, brom the Wale family it p^issed to that of Holgate, and, by the heiress 
of that family, was conveyed in marriage to the Rev. C. Carwardine, and is now the 
property of Henry Carwardine, Es<p 


THE Pill Oil Y. 


A moiuistory was founded in this parish, a}>out the year 1100, by Aubrey fie Vore, Priory, 
the first of that name, son of Alphonsus de Vere, and Earl of Guisnes, .in Normandy. 

It was dedicated to St. Mary and St. John the Evangelist, for monks of the Benedictine 
order, brought from Abingdon,’|' in Berkshire, to which larger abbey this was con- 
stituted a cell. U he founder became afterwards a monk in this house, and was buried 
in the church belonging to it. He endowed it^ with the church of this parish, with 
one hundred and twenty acres of the demesne lands, and with othejr very extensive 


possessions. 

It was surrendered to Henry the Eighth, on the 3d of July, 1.534, by Robert Abel, 
prior; John London, sub-prior; and nine other monks. The qiriory was near the 


river Colne, within an iiuiosure of about twelve acres, surrounded by a brick wall. 

The original building was of timber, but was a long time ago pullq^l down and rebuilt, 
and was cased with brick, by Johib Wale, Esq. 

Ihe Priory Church was a stately edifice, with north and' south aisles, extending Prior 
the whole length of the nave. It had also a choir and a chapel, called Our Lady’s 


ry 

(’hiirch. 


* Anns of Androwes. Gule.s,a .saltire or, charged with another vert. On a chief nable, three inulleV^ 
of the .second. , * 

t Fabriciii.s, the abbot of Abingdon, having, by hi.s ^kill in pliysic, recovered Geofrey, the elde.«»t son 
of Earl Aubrey, from a dangcroii.s illnc.ss, was the occasion of thi.s foundation ; and the said Geofrey, in 
gratitude, at the time of his decease, gave to it the church of Kensington, with appcrtcnance.s. Monast. 
torn. 1. p. 437. 
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Chapel, where the high altar was; and another cliapel dedicated to St Peter. The 
tower contained five bells, and was of free-stone and flints. This noble building has 
been entirely destroyed; and some of the monuments have been removed to the parish 
church, but in a broken and decayed condition. One of these is of alabaster, supposed 
by Weever to have been intended for Alberic, the third earl, and has his effigy in 
armour. Another, with the garter on his left leg. Three others, whose effigies, of 
wood, were cross-legged. The arms and tpiarterings of the family, blazoned and 
carved on these monuments, are almost entirely destroyed.* • 

On the suppression of the monsistery, the estate was given to the descendant of the 
founder and patron; and was originally, and yet is, a distinct manor, having passed 
from the heirs of the earls of Oxford, as the other manor in this parish has done.f ^ 

The esbite named Spoutwell Farm, was formerly a seat of the Cressener family; and 
that of Hay House and Cui-ds, remained a long time the property of the Abbots. 

llie parish church, dedicated to St. Andrew, is in a pleasant part of the vilhige, 
and has a nave, chancel, and south aisle. The tower is large, containing six bells; and 
the top, which is of flinty has ornamental carvings of stone at each c;oruer, rc^present- 
ing mullets. Underneath, on the east and west sides, the ({uartcrings of John de 
V(‘re, the sixteenth carl of Oxford, are cut in stone within the garter, supported by 
two rein-deers; a boar for the crest. Beneath the arms, on the east side, is the date, 
1532. A gallery within the (diurch was erected in 1725, by Mrs. Anne Cressener; 
and the altar-piece was given by Mrs. Wale. 

* Anioiic; the nionuniental iinth|uities of this church, those belouKing to tlie celebrated and honourable 
t'aiuily of De Vere, were Alberic, the founder; Beatrix, his wife; their eldest son Alberic, fireat Chaiii- 
berlain of England ; and William their youngest son; Alberic, the third of the name and lirst Earl of 
Oxford, who died in 1194: the second Karl Alberic, who died in 1214: Karl Hugh, who died in 1203, and 
his wife Hawisia, ihiughter of Saer de Quincy, earl of Winchester; Earl Ihdiert, who died in 1295; and 
Alice his wife, daughter of Gilbert, lord Saiiipford : Robert, the third earl of that name, who died in i;).31 : 
EarlJohn, who died in 13.59, wtth his wife Maud, who died in 1 30.5; Thomas, who died in 1.371. Robert 
de Vere, marquis of Duitlin*und duke of Ireland, who died abroad in 1^2, and was buried here in 1395; 
the fifth Karl Aubrey, buried in 1400; Earl Riehard, w'ho died in 1410; John, the thirteenth carl, who 
died in 1512; John, siirjtiamed Littlejohn of Canipes, who died in 1526; Earl John, the sixth of the 
name, who died in 1502, and Mary his wife, who di^’d in 1.568^ Also George de Vere, son of the eleventh 
earl, was buried here. , 

'riie following is a translation of the epitaph on Aubrey de Vere, the first earl, founder of the priory, 
as also on his wife, 

“ Here lyeth Aulbery de Vere, the first Eric of Guisivis, the sonne of Alphonsus de Vere, the whiche 
Aulbery was the founder of this place; and Bettrys, his wyf, sister of King William the Conqueror." 
IVeeiWs Monumental Antiquities, 

t Queen Eli/.abeth, in 1.592, granted to Tlieophilus Adams and Thomas Butler, “Scit* Prioratus de 
Colne Comitis, et Mnneria dc Colne Comitis,” &c. But it is supposed to have been only in trust; for in 

the same year, Edward, earl of (Jxford, sold to Richard Harlakenden, gent., among other things, all the 

rectory and parsonage of Earl’s Colne, and the advowson of the vicarage thero, &c. 
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The living was a rectory, till it was appropriated to the priory, when a vicarage was h a i*. 

ordained and endowed ; and the prior and convent continued patrons till the suppres- ‘ 
sion of the house; it remained afterwards in the De Vere family, till it went with the 
estate to the family of Harlackenden, and, in 1673, the living was considerably aug- 
mentc»d by Richard Harlakenden, Esq. 

There is a vault in this church belonging to the ancient family of Cressoner, a 
branch of which se'ttled here from Bures Hamlet. The Eldred family, of Olivers, in 
Stanway, have alsd a vault here, and several inscriptions.* 

In the nave of this church are three table monuments, with effigies to the memory 
of the Earls of Oxford. Weever mentions no less than seven monuments of this family : 

“^ot one of them arc remtaining at this day,” (in 1745, when Mr. Cole, the antitpuiry, 
surveyed this church,) ‘‘if 1 except the poor remains of one I saw in an old summer- 
house, at the south-east corner of the garden of Mr. Wale’s house, called the Priory, 
of which only the part of a man in armour, in fine alabaster, from the middle part of 
his thighs to his waist Avas left, and the same part of a woman. In the same place lay 
many pieces of marble and alabaster, Avhich IumI been cut into long pieces, for chimm?y- 
picccs and other uses, from the aforesaid monuments; and Mr. Wale told me that all 
the chimney-pieces in his house were made from these ruinated tombs of the? Oxford 
family.”f 

. The first monument is of the altar form, close to the entrance into the chanced; it 
has six pointed arches on each side, with small figures. On the table is the recumbemt 
effigy of the baron, in plate armour, with a coat of estate, ([uarterly gules, and or, a 
mulh^t in the dexter quart <*r, argent. Mr. Cole supposes this effigy to represent the 
famous Robert d(» Vere, Avho died at Louvaine, and was buried in Colne Priory, 

Nov. 1395. 

The second is also a table moiiument, with five niches on each side, with figures of 
angels holding shields of arms. On the slab are the .effigies^of an Earl of Oxford and 
his Countess; he is attired in complete armour, with his head resting on a helmet, 
having a boar as a crest, kound his neck is the collar of tin* garter, and at his feet a 
lion. The Countess has a be.'iutiful head-dress of reticulated Avork^ and is in her robe 
of estate. This monument is to IWchard dff Vere, tenth Earl of Oxford, and Knight 
of thci Carter, Avho died Feb. 15, 1415, and Avas interred in the priory church. The 
Countess Avas daughter and heir of Sir Richard Serg(‘aux, Kiit., of CoriiAvallj and 
AvidoAv of Guy St. Aubin. 

The third monument of this family is under the chancel Avail. It is similar in somt^ 

* An account of this family will be found under Ferrers, ^ Alpliuuistonc, their chief place of rcsidciu t: 

in Essex. • 

t Coles* MSS. Brit. Mus. vol. x. folio 25. 

VOL. I. 3 I 
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n. respects to the first described, but has only three niches on each side. The effigy also 
is arrayed in a later style of armour. * This effigy has not been appropriated, on 
account of the decayed state of the arms.* 

On a marble monument in the church is inscribed the following; — 

‘‘Ilerelieth the body of Richard Harlakenden, of Earl’s Colne, in the county of 
Essex, Esq. descended of the ancient family of Harlakenden, of Woodchurch, in the 
(M)unty of Kent; the chief liouse whereof was anciently called the borough of Har- 
lakenden. He died 25 Jan. 1692, ^et. 45.” 

A mural monument at the west-end of the church bears the following: — 

“ Sacred to the memory of the aiicient family of Cressener, in the vault, beneath 
which are scv(»ral of his ancestors (to whoso memory this monument was by him^f 
ordered to b(i er.ected) lie interred the remains of George Cressener, Esq. who died 
the 4th day of November, 1772.” 

Upon the ground is this inscription: 

“ Thomas Hernard, Clerk, A. M. vicar of this parish forty years, died 17th Septem- 
ber, 1755, aged seventy-one. 

■ Hrre lk'« (tlio fulness of his a sjmn) I’roclaims him happy in eternal rest. 

The relics of a pious, wortliy man; Reader, wouhlst thou like him obtain the prize. 

What need we more, when this, by all confest. As it is written, ^o and do likewise.** 

Another monument bears the following; 

« I. S. U, 

In tluj vault beneath, lie interretl the remains of John Wale, of Colne Priory, Esq. 
eldest son of John Wale, late of SaftVon Walden, Esq. by Anne his wife, eldest 
daughter of Hapiel Andrews, and Mary his wife, the only daughter and child of the 
last heir male of the family of tin* Harlakendens, many years of this parish. He suc- 
ceeded to Colne Priory in 1730, on the death of Richard Andrews, Es«|. only son and 
heir mah* of the said ^Daniel and Mary, and married, Jan. 4, 1738, to Anne Eldred, 
only surviving daughter of John Eldred, Esq. sometime ef Olivers, in the parish of 
Stanway, in tliis epunty, who was also a descendant from the Harlakendens, being 
eldest son of John Eldred, Esq. and Mary his wjfe, who was half-sister of Richard 
Harlakenden, Esq. the last heir male of that family. He died March 22, 1761, aged 
sixty-one. 

“ Hi* wrongs the dead”, who think.s this marble frame, | •Whereas *twas only for his ashes meant, 

* Was set, to he. tlie guardian of his name : I His name was .set to guard the monument. 

f 

* Mr. Cole says, “ Wcever has made most sa(V mistakes in relation to these monuments, and which, 
from his account of them, I should suspect Ifc; never saw, or made not his remarks on the spot, but left 
them to his iiienn>ry, which deceived him: for there is not one article hardly right about them.'* Cole’s 
voi. X. p. as. 
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‘^Here lies also Richard Wale, the youngest brother of the abovenamed John Wale, 
Esq. He died Sept. 10, 1761, aged forty-seven. 

“ This monument was erected at the expense of Mrs. Anne W^ale.” 

George Cressener It^ft 40 a worth of bread to be distributed to the poor yearly, 
for ever : he also left 3/. to be paid yearly for keeping in repair the family vault here, 
and a monument in the south aisle. 

Mrs. Mary Pointer, in 1733, left, by will, to the poor of this parish, the sum of £300. 

There is an almshouse of two tenements, beside the church-yard, and another in 
the street. 

There is also a free school here, established and endowed by some of the Earls of 
Oxford, but the time when it was founded is not known. A farm called Peckstones, 
in Stisted, and other very considerable possessions are included in the endowment. 

Thomas Aiidley, Lord Chancellor of England in the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
was horn here in the year 1488; and, dying in 1514, Was buried in Walden church. 

EarFs Colne, in 1821, coiitaincMl one thousand two hundred and twenty-nine in- 
liabitfuits; in 1831, the number was one thousand three hundred and nineteen. 

WHITE COLNE. 

This parish was originally part of the lordship of EarFs Colne, and is named in 
ripcords, Colne lo Blanc, and Colne Miblank, or blaiic. The situation is high, and the 
soil of a whitish colour, [t is four miles in circumference; distJiut from Colchester 
nine, and from Coggeshall six miles. It has a charter for a fair on the 28th of October. 

A person named Bbincus, or Lc Blanc, held this parish, or the chief part t)f it,’at 
the time of the general survey ; it soon afterwards belonged to the family of Dc Vere, 
and one half of it was given to Colne Priory by Alberic, the iirst Ejv’l of Oxford.* 
There were originally three manors. 

Barwi(;k Hall is about a quarter of a mile north nortji-east from the; church, and has 
also been named La BerewyU ; names supposed to be derived from Eir John Barwick, 
Prior of Colne. It was holden of the honour of Clare, by the service of a fourtli 
part of a knight’s fee, ami extended into the neighbouring p.'irishes of*Alphainstone and 
Lammarsh; on which account it is stated, in rocorils, that ^ the Prior of Colne held bind 
of this amount in those parishes, in the reign of Edward the Second, under Gilbert de 
Cvlare, Earl of Gloucester and Hertford; and under Roger de Mortimer, Earl^of 

* .Mberic'us Comes Oxrnfurd, omnibus Haroiiibns et Ilominibus suis Francis et An.i^lis presentibus ct 
tiitiiris salutcm. Sciarit imiversiinc dedisso, et concessissc in pcrpetiuim cloiiiosinain, pro uniina patris 
luei AJbcrici de Ver rt pro animibus oiyiiiiiiii parentum pro inca salute et omnium ineorum vivorum 
(‘t defunctum, Deo et bcate Marie et Monachis meis de colum, meditutein villc de colum Miblane in 
omnibus rebus, et dimidium Molcndini, et Tcrram Algodi que reddit v solidos, et totam cedesiam cum 
omnibus pertiuentiis, quantum ad laicani pertinct personam, &c. Register of Colne Priory, folio 15. 
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BOOK If. March, in the reign of Richard the Second. It .remained in the possession of- the 
prior apd monks till the general dissolution of religious houses, when it was granted 
to John de Vere, earl of Oxford, from whose gi'andsou Edward it passed, in 1592, to 
Theophilns Adams and Thomas Rutler; who sold it to Jerome Weston, Esq. of 
Skre(?ns, who died in 1603, holding this miinor of the king by military service; his son 
Richard, afterwards Earl of Portland, succeeded him; on whose death, in 1634, it 
passed to his son, Benjamin Weston, Es(j. who sold it, with the Roxwell estate, to Sir 
John Bramston, in 1613. In 1690 it was sold to Sir Robert Mamhain, hart, and Sir 
Willicun Parkins, knight. It afterwards passed to Robert Kirtowne, Esq., Thomas 
Knapp, and various other proprh»tors, and to W. K. ITume, Esq. 

IngltMlc'sthorp, or Ingicdas village, was a manor apparently deriving its name from 
^** '***' a Saxon proprietor of former days; an appellation which also became the surname of 
the family of l)e Ingledesthorp, who held this estate of the Bigods, Earl Marshalls of 
England, as of their manor of Dover-court, and in virtue of their alliancje with the 
fiiniily of V'eyse, uiuhn* tenants to these earls. The manor-house is half-a-mile west- 
wanl from the church. The Vere family were lords paramount of this manor, which 
■ seems to have been imduded in that {)art of the pjirish which Aubrey de Vere, the first 
Earl of Oxford, gave to Colne Priory; and vvhicdi returned again to this family on 
the suppression of the monastery. In 1.591 it was^sohl, by Earl Edward, to Thomas 
Averyse, who sohl it to Sir Steplum Soaine; and his son. Sir Thomas Soame, in 1652, 
conveyed it to Robert IJavies, who left it, by will, to his wife Elizabeth, afterwards 
marrie<l to Humphrey Brent, from whom it passed to Francis Blount, Esq. of 
L<^ndon, and was sold liy Ins assignees to Osgood Hanbury, Estj. of Oldfield Grange. 
This estate is vulgarly named Instepps. 

Ben Hall. Bert Hall w,as a manor, the mansion-house to which is about a quarter of a mile east 
from the cliurch. The name is belic»ved to have been derived from Berta, dauglifer 
of William Maskerell, who, by marrijige, conveyed it to William de Raines, who held 
estates here in 13fie^ "Vhis estate was purcdiased in 1770, by Osgood Hanbury, Es(|. 
Ovitmtr>ii. Oviiigton is a small manor, by the side of the road leading to Earl’s Colne. It 
• formerly lielonge^l to S. London, Esq. ^ 

(hnirh. The chui'ch, which was thoroughly r«paire<l about sixty years ago, is a plain ancient 
huildiiig, having a s(juare stone tower, on which there used formerly to he a spire 
leaded, which has been taken away. This church was never presentative; the prior 
and convent being proprietors, caused the «cure to be supplied by one of their own 
house; and, after the supjiression, coming to the Vere family, it has continued a dona- 
tive, in tlu^ gift of the owner of Barwick Hall. • There are two almshouses in the 
c’lmrch-yard, and another on the side df the road to Blires. 
l|o|)iiia> This parish, in 1821, contained two hundred and ninety-eight inhabitants; in 1831 
the number was three hundred and eighty-four. 
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COLNE ENGAINE. 

This parish) sometimes called Gains ColnC) and in Domesday-book, Little Colne, 
extends from Earl’s Colne to the western extremity of the hundred. Its distinguishing 
appellation is derived from the Engaiue family, its ancient lords. It is ten miles in 
circumference; five miles from Coggeshall, and three from Hiilstt^ad. 

Godwin held this parish in the time of Edward the Confessor; and at the time of 
the general survey it belonged to Robert Malet,* * * § whose under-tenant was named 
Walter. On the banishment of T^arl Robert, for joining the party of Robert Curt- 
hose against Henry the First, the earl’s office of griiat chainherlain of England was 
given to Alberic de Vere, and this estate was eonveytid to Hubert de Monchensy, of 
Edwardston, in Suffolk;f and one of his successors, named John, son of Robert, sold 
lands here to Vitalis Engaine, in 1218; and, in 1279, Walter de Colcester, who is 
said to have married* Joan de Monchensy, conveyed the manor of Colne Engaine, 
with appurtenances, to John <le Engaine. This family was of Shenley, in Rucking- 
hamshire, and Redings, in Huntingdonshire. 

Richard de Engaine, lord of Hlatherwick, in Northamptonshire, died in 1208, 
leaving, by Sarah, his wife, daughter of Alberic de Vere, earl of Oxford, his son and 
heir Vitalis, who held this manor at the time of his death, in 1241. He bad by his 
wife Roese, one of the three sisters co-heiresses of the honour of Montgomery in 
Wales, four sons, of whom JSir John de Engaine, the youngest, being the last sur- 
viving heir, iuherite<l the whole estate. He, dying in RlOl, left, by Joan his wife, 

daughter of Cray, Esq. two sons and several daughters. He held this estate 

under Robert Fitz-lloger de Clav(»ring, and was succeeded by John, his eldest son; 
who, dying without children, settled the estate on John, the son of his brother 
Nicholas, who dying without surviving offspring in R322, the estate, according to the 
provisions of the settlement, passed to 8ir John de Engaine, the son of Nicholas. He 
died, in 1358, at his s(‘at of Dyllyngtoii, in Huntingdonshire; SJr Thomas, his iddest 
son, succeeding to the estate, married Catharine, daughter of tlugh Courtney, carl of 
Devonshire, and died in 1367, without issue; so that afterwards, on the death of bis 
widow, his three sisters became bis co-heiresscs.f From these the estat(; was con- 
veyed to various families; to the Cheneys, the Clarkes,* and to Matthew Dale, Es<j. of 
whom it was purchased by Lady Mary Ramsey, § who gave it to the mayor, com- 

* He was the sou of Williani Mulet, who attended the Coiujiieror at the battle of liastitiKs, and on the 
fall of King Harold there, was couiinissioned to .see him decently buried. Gestn Giilieliui Dueis, pt 
et Ordericu.s Vitalis, p. 6U2; apud Histuriae Norinann. Scriptores, ed. IhlO. 

t Orderieiis Vitalis, p. 804, 805. 

t Arms of Engaine. Azure, a fesse dancette, or, between six cros.H croslcts. 

§ This lady was the widow of Sir Thomas Ramsey, citizen and lord mayor of London, who, on his 
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monalty, and citizens of London, governors of the hospitals of Christchurch, Bride- 
well, and St.«Tln)inas. The manor-house stood near the church, hut has been pulled 
down. The courts are kept at the Brook-house, a quarter of a mile from the church. 
There are four manors besides that of Colne Engainc. 

Bromtons or Bruntons, had its manor-house in a low situation, by the brook that 
passes from Petmarsh to Earl’s Colne. It anciently belonged to the Brompton family; 
after which it came to a family surnamed De Bures. In the year 1581, it was the 
property of John Potter ; and his son, of the same name, seems 4;o have been suc- 
ceeded in this possession, in 1720, by John London, Esq. member of parliament for 
the borough of Wilton; and, from the Register, it appears that a numerous fiimily of 
this naim? resided in the parish, between the years 1629 and 1647. 

Overliall is above* a mile north-east from the chun^h: it is very ancient, and an 
entire lordship, not lidding of any of the neighbouring manors of the Colnes, but of 
the manor of Witnesliam with Cockfelde, in Suffolk, paying a pepper-corn yearly, if 
demanded. The (dd Audl(*y family (not those of Walden,) were formerly lords of 
this manor. Aliout the r(*igns of King Henry the Fourth and Fifth, Richard Thur- 
cote was the owner: it aft<'rwards passed through several families to that of London. 
Roger London was in possession of it at the time of his death, in 1571. Samuel, his 
son and succcjssor, was the fatlier of Samuel, who, in 1635, was obliged to pay a fine 
of ten pounds, to be excused from the honour of knighthood. Ho died about the year 
1617, having also an estate at Braintree and Rocking. Samuel London, Esq. succeeded 
him, and his sons were Samuel, Richard, and John; he had also three daughters. 
Samuel dying before his father, Richard, his second son, was his successor; John 
London, Ks<|. was the proprietor in 1720. 

Cjoldingtons is a manorial estate, forimudy belonging to the ancient family of that 
name. William d(? Cioldiugtou die<l here in 1318; after which it passed througli 
successive prrqirietors, to the family of JJttle. In 1615, it belonged to John Little, 
who, in 1659, was sqcceediMl by his son of the same name. It afterwards successively 
passed to Thomas Little, Es<j. and to John Littlebridge,* Es(|. The manor-house 

stood where the court was called, near an ancient oak. 

• • 

Shreves has tin* manor-house by the sidg of the ji’oad leading to White Colne, and 
a raih* and a half from the; church. It anciently formed part of the possessions of the 
prior and convent of St. Botolph, in Colchester, and is supposed to be what was con- 


(U'uth, in 1590, left lier in possession of niinieruus valuable estates, which she disposed of in works of 
eharity. She foinuled two fellowships, and a scholarship, in Pctcr-honse, Cambridge; besides w'hieh she 
proftcrcil to si tile on that house, lauds of 600L per annum, or inorc,^on condition that the college should 
he named, “The College of Peter and Mary,** 1'liis, Dr. Soames, then master of the house, refused to 
comply with, aflirming that “ Peter, who so long had liveil single, was now too old to have a female part- 
ner.*’ A dear jest, to lose so good a benefactress. FuUer^s IFortMts, in Jiristot, p. 37, 
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firmed to them in the charter of King Richard the First, under the name of Colum ; 
they leased it out for a reserved rent, first to a person named Nicholas, son of William 
Fitz-Reyner, and afterwards to the Tewe family; Roger Tewe died in 1483. It 
appears to have been in the possession of John de Vere, Earl of Oxford, in 1506: his 
grandson Edward, in 1584, sold it to Richard Bourchier, on wliose dcuitli, in 1580, it 
passed to his son and heir, Jolin. Humphrey Maudit was the proprietor of this estate 
in 1631 ; from whom it was conveyed to Daniel Caldwell, Esq. after whose death, in 
1634, it was sold td Thomas Rookwood, Esq. of Coldham Hall, in Suffolk; it after- 
wards became the property of Sir Thomas R. Gage, of Hengrave, in Suffolk, who, 
in 1762, sold it to Mr. Michael Hills, of Colchester; and his son left it, by will, to 
Philip Hills, Esq. who greatly improved the house, and cased it with white brick. 
This housci has been enlarged by the present possessor, Robert Hills, Esq. and ormi- 
mented with a handsome Grecian portico in front, above which there is a bahistraded 
parapet. It is pleasantly situated on the highest part of an extensive lawn, surrounded 
by plantations and woods, and inclosed in a park. Not far from the house, an elegant 
column of Portland stone, rising to a considerable height, forms an iiileresting 
object; it is of the Ionic order, and was erected by J. Soaiu*, Esq. arcliitect. It bears 
the following inscription : 

‘‘ Michael Roberto Hills, Arm. Philippus Hills, observance ergo. P. 1791.” 

The demesne lands of this seat include about one hundred and ten acrerf, and occupy 
nearly the central part of the manor. 

The church is pleasantly situatcid in the highest part of the village ; there is a hand- 
some brick tower at the west end, which appears to have b(?eu ercicted in the r^iign of 
Henry tlu 4 Seventh. On the cast side it has the figure of a mullet, one of the. badges 
of the Vere family, .and a cornice on the top, with pyramidal ornaments ut the corners, 
and a spire. 

The parsonage, which was about half a mile from the churclj, has been pulled down, 
and a handsome new house erected. 

Tlie sexton of this chur^i had a house, with an orchard, and .an a(T(‘ of meadow 
ground in Milbrook, given, as has been supposed, by Lady Ramsey; but thci house 
has been burnt down. 

There are two almshouses on Prior’s Green, one of wljich is for two dw(dlcrs, 
with a field belonging to it; the other for one family only. There is also on Bunting’s 
Green, an almshouse for two dwellers;^ and, on the same green, the poor of the 
Society of Friends have a house and a field, given by W. Bunting, of Halstead. 

In 1821, this parish contained five’ hundred and forty-seven, and in 1831, six hun- 
dred and eighteen inhabitants. 
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COLNE WAKES. 

This parish lies oast of the other three Colnes, and is eight miles in circumference; 
the situation low, and the soil of various loams, with a mixture of clay. The road 
from Colchester to Halstead passes through it. It is six miles from Coggeshall, and 
(‘iglit from Colchester. The name is derived from the ancient haronial family of 
Wake; it is also denominated Colne Maskerel, Coliu* Quincy, and Colun-Saer. In 
Edward the Confessor's reign, it was in two parcels, holden by Assurin and Aluric 
Biga; at the time of the general survey it belonged to Robert Malet, and to Eustace, 
Earl of Boulogne, llierc are two manors. 

Wakes Hall, on tlm north side of the river Colne, was in the possession of Walter 
de Maccrel, or Maskerel, about the time of King Henry the First. It is stated in 
records, that “ he gave the tithe.s of all his estate in his vil of Colis here, to the Priory 
of Earl's Colne.” Ermengard Maskerel held this manor in 1211. Herbert, of the 
same name, was a benefactof to Colne Priory; ami B(»rta was daughter of William 
Maskerel, and wife of William de Raines. In 1210, Saer de Quincy, earl of Win- 
chester,* and his brother Robert, Indd two carucates in Colne Quincy. Robert 
married Helen, daughter of Llewelyn, prince of North Wales, widow of John Scot, 
earl of Huntingdon, by whom he had three daughters. Anne, a nun; Joan, wife of 
Humphrey lie Bohun, earl of Hereford and Essex; Margaret, wife of Baldwin 
Wake, or De Wake, who, in her right, obtained ‘this estate; he died in 1282, and 
was succeeded by John, his son, who, on his death, in 1300, was survived by his wife 
Joan, and left a son, Thomas, his successor. He married Blanch, daughter of Henry 
Plantagenet, earl of l.ancasler ; l)ut dying without issue, in 1349, his inheritance, and 
in particular this manor and its appurtenances, descended to Margaret, his sister :f but 
Blanch his widow had an assignation of this estate, with others, for her dowry, till her 
decease in 1380. Margaret Wake was married to Edmund of Woodstock, earl of 
Kent, young(?st of King Edward the First, who was, with inhuman cruelty, 
beheaded, for designing to release his brother. King Edward the Second, from prison. 
His son John, aftd his dtiTightcr Joan, were his surviving offspring. John, earl of 
Kent, married Elizabeth, daughter of tRe Duke^of Juliers, but died in 1352, leaving 
no oftspriiig; and his sist^*r Joan succeeded to the fiimily estate; she was called “ The 
Fi\ir Maid of Kent,'' being a lady of extraordinary beauty. She had three husbands; 

* Tlii.^ earl dird in lOat. Ho had thrc« wivc.N ; Holon, cldcHt daughter and co-hcircss of Alan, oarl of 
(lalloway, h> whom lie had three daughters, cu-heircsses ; iMargaret, wife of Colban, earl of Fife, and 
afterwards of William de Ferrers, earl of Derby; Elizabeth, wifa of Alexander Corny n, carl of Buchan; • 
and Ella, married to Allan le Zoiich. By his two last wives, Earl Roger had no children. Dugflal&j vol. i. 
p. (m. 

t Arms of Wake. i)r, two bars gules, in chief three turteaux. 
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the first, Sir Thomas Holland, in her right created Earl of Kent, and Lord Wake of 
Lidel. The second husband was William Montague, earl of Salishur}^ from whom 
slie was divorced; jifterwards, in 1361, she was married to Edward, prince of Wales, 
surnaiiied the Black Prince, by whom she became mother to King Richard the Second. 
She died in 1385; her first husband died in 1360, and she luul by him Thomas; John, 
created Earl of Huntingdon, and Duke of Exeter; and Maud or Joane, married first 
to Peter Courtney^ and secondly to Waleran de Luxemburg, earl of Ligiiy and St. 
Paul. Thomas, ijarl of Kenf^ the eldest son, married Ali(!c, daughter of Richard 
Fitz- Alan, earl of Arundel, and by her had Thomas, Edmund, and six daughters; 
Eleanore, Joane, Margaret, Elcauore junior, Elizabeth, and Bridget, a nun.* He 
died in 1396, or 1397, holding this estate of Walter Fitz-Walter, lord of Woodharn. 
Alice his widow held it in dower till her death in MU). Thomas, his eldest son and 
successor, was created Duke of Surrey, in 1398, by King Richard the Second ; he 
mar-^ .id Joan, daughter* of Hugh, earl of Stafford, by whom he had no children. In 
MOO Ir.i was beheaded, for iittempting to restore King Richard thc^ Second to the 
throne, a)'*’ his estates and title descjeiided to his brother, Edmund Holland, knifflit of 


theO? . 
appi* 

1408, witho* 


•Scci. who, )3eing wounded at the siege of St. Briens, in Bretagne, dicnl, in 
issue; the inheritance, therefore, was divided among his sisters; and 
Margaret had this estate for her proportion. She was marric*d, first, to John Beaufort, 
sou of John of Gaunt, duke of I^ancjastc^r, created Earl of Somerset in 1396, and 
Marquis of Dorset in 1397. Her sec:ond husband was Thomas Plantagenet, second 
son of King Henry the Fourth, created Earl of Albemarle and Duke of Clarence in 
1412; by him she had no children, but by hc?r first husband she had four sons: Hcmry 
who died unmarried, John, Edmund, Thomas; and two daughters, Joan, married to 
James the First, king of Scotland; and Margaret, wife of Thomas Courtney, earl of 
Devonshire. .Tolin, the second, but eldest surviving son, was created Duke of Somerset , 
he married Margaret, daughter of Sir John Beauchamp, of Bletsho, luid had by her his 
only daughter Margaret, iuarric»d to .Edmund Tudor, by whom , she became mother 
to King Henry the Seventh. Edmund Beaufort succeeded to the family estates and 
honours, on the death of his brother John without issue male : he was slain at the 
first battle of St. Alban’s, in 1455;^ his wifci^was Eleanor, daughter and c^o-heiress of 
Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, by whom heTiad Henry, Edmund, John, 
Thomas, and five daughters. The cldc*st son, Henry, was taken at the battle? of 
Plexham, and beheaded in 1463, leaving no legitimate children. Edmund, the next 
brother, taken at the battle of Tewksbury, was behcjaded. John, the third son, was 
slain in the same battle; and the youngest son, Thomas, died without issue; on which 
the estate became vested in the house of York : and, in 1484, the manors of Colne 
Wakes and Lammarsh were granted to John de la Pole, carl of Lincoln, son of John 

* See Dugdale's Baronetage, vol. ii. p. 74, fur an account of tlie intermarriages of these ladies. 
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de la Pole, <luke of Suffolk, l)y Eliziibeth, sister of King Edward the Fourth and of 
King Richard the Third, who intended him to be his successor to the crown : but he 
was slaiii at the battle of Stoke, in 1487 ; on which, this manor coming again to the 
crown, was aft(;rwards given, by King Henry the Seventh, to his mother Margaret, 
who enjoyed it till her decease in 1509, when it reverted again to the crown. In the 
succeeding reign it was granted to Henry Fitz-Roy, duke of Richmond and Somerset, 
an illegitimate son of King Henry the Eighth, who died in 1536. In 1545 this lord- 
ship and manor, with other possessions, were granted to John, ejyl of Oxford, who 
die«l in 1562; and in 1586, Edward de Vere, his son and successor, sold the manor to 
Israel Amyes, and William Tittyn, Es<j. ami the heirs of William Tiffyii. He was a 
counsellor of the Middle Temple, and married Mary, sister of Andrew Jenour, of 
Great Duninow, by whom he had no issue: she died in 1616, and he in the following 
year. His great nephew, William Tiffyn,* son of John, sou and heir of Henry, brother 
of the last proprietor, was his successor. In 1633, the estate was Sold to Thomas J‘'!'yllj 
junior, without the King’s licence, for which a pardon was obtained in 1639; and 
afterwards it was purchased by Sir John Jacob, Knt., who sold it, in 164.5, to Ilar- 
bottle Grimston, Es(j. afterwards Knight, and Baronet, and Master of the ^ ; .from 

whom it passed, by Mary his ehlest daughter, to her husband. Sir Williiiin Luckyn, 
Bart, of Messing, whose son, William Viscount Grimston, sold it, in 1720, to John 
Lomlon, Esij, who was succeeded in this possession by his grandson, Samuel London, 
Escj.f The ancient manor-house of Wakes Hall has been taken down, and Henry 
Skingsley, Es<[. tin* pn^seiit proprietor of this estate, has erected a very elegant mansion 
on the opposite side of the roa<l, and not far distant from the site of the old building. 

Creping Hall is on an eminence, whicli affords extensive and pleasing prospects 
towards the south, south-east, and especially south-west; it is about a mile from the 
church, and moated. It joins to the* parish of Fordhiun, on which account, in the 
impiisitions, it seems to have* becui variously stated to have been in this parish, in that 
of Fordhain, or to^have I5cen a parish or hanileUof itself. 

In the Saxon era, this (jstate belonged to Alward, and/ at the general survey, had 
bocome the property of Richard Fitz-Gilbert, lord of Clare. Walter de Creping was 
a person of some note, and ludd this maij^or in thp time of Richard the Second; the 
family seem to have linen seated here, deriving their surname from the place : the 
noble family of Vere were lords paramount; and it was sold by Earl Edward, in 1574, 
to Christiana Turner, daughter of William l;’isher, who was married to John, sou of 
Thomas Turner: she died in 160^1, and was succeeded by her only daughter, Mar- 
garet Turner, who became the second wife of Thomas Smyth, Esq. of Blaekmore, 
and had by him six sons and four daughters: afterwards, she was married to Sir 

* Anns of 'ritt’yn. Arjfcnt, three lion.s rampart^ .sable, eollarcd and chained, or. 

t Anus of Loudon, Argent, on a bend voided three cross crosslets, gules. 
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Steven Powell. She was succeeded by her eldest son and heir, John Smyth, Esq. from c h a p. 
whom the estate passed successively to heirs of the family, named John, Charles, Arthur, 

Stephen, Thomas, and a second Thomas Smyth, Esq. who, dying without issue in 
1724, left this estate to his niece, Mary Tendring, who bequeathed it to her cousin, 

Thomas Alexander Smyth, Esq. who, on his death in 1747, left it to his nephew, 

Charles Alexander, Esq. 

Broom House id a capiud messuage, partly in this parish; it continued some time Broom 
in the family of Nicholson; and afterwards became part of the very considerable 
estate of John London, Esq. Other estates in this parish are, Fishers; Great Love- 
neyHall; IJttle LoveneyHall; Goodwins; Lane; Old House; and Starch House. 

The residence of E. Brett, Esq. is a capital mansion in this village, not far from the 
river. The church is a plain ancient building, with a tall wooden steeple, containing Cimrcli. 
three bells. The rectory has a glebe of about twelve acres. 

Some charitable benefactions belong to tlie poor of this parish: John Allyson and Chantus. 
J. Boteler, in 1460, left an estate, for the use of the poor and the repairs of the chur(;li, 
as occasion and necessity should require; which had been, during a considerable 
period, appropriated according to the directions of the will, till a person named 
J. Keeble, converted part of it to his own use, and another of the same family got pos- 
scission of the remainder. It was, however, recovered, by application to the com- 
missioners for enquiries respecting charities. Two almshouses by the’ church-yard 
are part of this gift; and the parishioners have built another almshouse, for two 
dwellers, upon Wake’s Green. 

In 1821 this parish contained four hundred and seventeen, and in 1831, four hun- 
dred and forty-two inhabihints. 


BURES, OR BEWERS. 

It is probably conjectured that the name of this place is derived from the Saxon Burts. 
Beoph, a fortiAcation ; and an artihcial mount near the churc^li* tends to confirm 
this belief. It rises at present to the height of more than eighty feet, and has been 
originally much higher; it appears to cover about an acre and a half of ground: but 
therc^ is nothing remaining to indudh the beffef that any kind of buildings have been 
erected here; however, to distinguish this place from Bures St. Mary’s, where 
Edmund, king of the East Angles, was cTowned, on the opposite side of the rwer 
Stour,* it has been named Mount Burds. The other names of this place that occur 

* Some writers have disputed the truth this account of the coronation of the martyr king, hut the 
evidence of Galfridus de Fontihus, who wrote before the^car U36, seems conclusive. His works remain 
in manuscript in the University Library at Cambridge, from whicli tlie following is extracted : — “ Facta 
autem in ilium acclamasione, attolentes lacti Sutfolchiam de-duxenmt, ct in villa Bunim ad regni fastigium 
proniovenm%assistente Humberto venerabili antistite, Eadumndum in Rcgcm ungente et consccraiitc. 
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HOOK 11. ju records arc Bures Parva, or Little Bures; and Bures Sacti Johannis, or Bures St. 
John, because the church is dedicated to that saint; and also Sackville Mount Bures, 
because for many ages it belonged to the noble and most ancient family of Sackville, 
now dukes of Dorset. There are about a thousand acres of land in this ])arish. 
At the time of the survey, this parish*, or the chief part of it, was in the possession of 
Roger Pictiivensis; and had, previous to the Conquest, belonged to a thane named 
Ulmer. Roger, besides Bures, held the lordship of West Bcrgholt, and lands in 
Bradhcld; but these became vested in the Sackville family, in the rdign of King Henry 
the First. 

Sackville- Herbran do Sackville, the ancestor of this family, came into EnglaTid with William 

i.iiniiy. CoTKjuoror; and, returning to his native country, was living there in 1079; his 

three sons were Jordan, William, and Robert: aiid he had also a daughter named 
A vice. The eldest son settled in Normandy; but Sir William de Sackville, the second 
son, lived in this country, and had estates in Bures ad Montem, Nayland, Braxted, &c. 
By Albreda his wife, he had three daughters. To Agnes and Beatrix, the two first, 
he gave lands in this parish, called Talbotts and Brinsu^s, which were afterwards 
granted to St. John’s Abbey, in Colchester. Hodierna, his third daughter, was 
married to Matthew de Gernon; Agnes to Richard de Anestye; and Beatrix to 
William de Glanvill, lord of Brornholme. None of their families inherited this estate; 
for Sir Robert de Sackville, the youngest son of Herbran, was living here in 1119, 
and ludd the manors of Bures ad Montem, Bergholt, and Alphamstone, with several 
otlier estates, of the honour of Eye. He gave his manor of Wickham- Skeyth, in 
Suffolk, to th<3 abbey of St. John’s, in Colchester, and, assuming the monastic habit, 
died, and was buried in that monastery ; leaving, by his wife Lettice, daughter of Sir 
Henry Woodrll, four sons, Jordan, Stephen, Nigel, and Helias. Jordan, the eldest 
son, was living in the time of King Stephen and Henry the Second, and confirmed his 
father’s grant to St. Jolpi’s abbey, with the addition of other lands of his own. He 
married Ella, daujfrit/er and co-lieiress of Ralph de Den, lord of the manor of Buck- 
hurst, in Sussex, and had by her Jordan, Richard, Geofrey, Ralph, Guy, and Warine. 
'Sir Jordan de Safkville, the eldest son, was a baron in the time of King Richard the 
First, and so also was his next brothel, Richaitl. Sir Geofrey, the third son, and 
Ralph de Mersey? had a safe conduct from King* John, in 1207, to come into Essex, and 
fine) sureties to the sheriff, for payment of one thousand marks, for procuring the favour 
of the King, whose displeasure they had incurred, and who had caused their lands to 
•be. seized. By Constmice, daughter of Sir Edmund Brooke, Sir Geofrey had two 
sons, Jordan and Guy; and Joan, a daughter, mSrried to William St. Lcger. Sir 

«i » 

Kst aiitiiin Hiirniii villa corona; antiquitus rcgiac, certus liiiiOM Est-Saxla: et Suflblcia;, sita isu|icr Sturinin 
Huviuin, a^statc ot iiyeinc i'ii{udisiiniiin.” Matthew of Westminster calls the place of the coronation Dure.'), 
Hegia, vide Chron. J. Brompton, col. 74^, and 754. M, add. ann. 855. 
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Jordan de Sackville, the eldest son, being a baron, had, by Maud his wife, Williani c ii w*. 
and two other sons. William, the eldest son, married Clara, daughter of Matthew ‘ 
de Hastings, by whom he had Sir Jordan de Sackville, who joined the barons against 
King Henry the Third; and, in 1254, was presented at Chelmsford, before tin* 
justices itinerant, because he held several knights^ fees, and had not received the 
honour of knighthood. He died in 1274, holding, of the Earl of Coruwal, Mount 
Bures and Berghdlt, and various other possessions. Sir Jordan had, by his wife 
Margery, daughter* and co-heiress of Sir Robert de Aiguillon, two sons, Andrew and 
Geofrey. Sir Andrew succeeded his father, and had a son Andrew; who, by Joan 

his wife, daughter of Mortimer, left Andrew, the third of that name, who died 

in 1370: whether he left issue is doubtful; but his sister Maud was married to 
Edmund de la Pole, brother of Michael, earl of Suffolk : she died in 1393, holding 
the manors of Bures ad Montem and Bergholt; and Sir Walter de la Pole is stated 
to have been her son and heir. But the estates soon came again into the Sackville 
family; for Margaret, widow of Sir Thomas Sackville, held them in dower in 1450. 

Edward Sackville, grandson of Margaret, was succeedc?d in these possessions by his 
son Humphrey, who left them to*his son Richard in 1488; ami he, in 1.523, was suc- 
ceeded by John, his son, who dying in 15.57, left his son Sir Richard his heir, who 
<li(Ml ill 1566. Thomas Sackville, Esq, his son, succeeded; who was, the same year, 
created baron of Buckhurst; and soon afterwards sold this estate to John Dister. In 
1581 it was the property of Alice Dister, who gave it in marriage with her daughter 
to Uiciiard Weston, Esq. from whom it was convey(?d to Lady Temple, who gave* it 
to Edward Alston, Es<j. her son by her first liusbaiid. It afterwards became the pro- 
perty of George Cressener, Esq, ; and the executors bf his son, Edward Cresseiier, Esq. 
sold the manor of Mount Bures, with the hall and Fenhouse, to Osgooi^ Ilanbury, Esq. 

Other estates of importance in this parish are, Withers, Brook-house, Valley-house, 

Coes, aiul Pear Tree. The church is dedicated to St. John, and on the side of the 
porch there is a square stone, bearing the inscription, 1. H. S., i^iidon tin? top of tin? 
same building there was, sonie time ago, a stone of about eight inches square, btiaring 
tin? date MLIX.; the first of these is understood to be the insignia of the patron saints 
and the other the time of the foundation of^the church ; and in this porch there are 
also the Sackville arms. In the central part of the church, hetween the nave and 
chancel, there is a square stone tower, with a wooden spire and four bells. Formerly 
there was a chantry here, and a little chapel in the church-yai’d was supposed to Save 
belonged to it; this has been converted into two tenements, which are at the disposal, 
of the incumbent. 

In 1821 Mount Bures contamed four hundfed and fifty-five, and in 1831 five hun- 
dred and sixty-three inhabitants. 
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FORDHAM. 

This parish is parted from Aldham by the river Colne, and its name is derived from 
the ford across that river, at Ford Street It is called Great Fordham, to distinguish 
it from the manor of Little Fordham, or Bourchicr’s Hall, in Aldham; in records, it 
is also named Fordyngham, Forham, and Forhcda. The land lies high, and the soil 
is a gravelly loam, variously mixed. The circumference of the parish is nearly twelve 
miles ; the distance north-west from Colchester five miles, and fof ty-eight miles from 
London. In the reign of Edward the Confessor, the owners of this district were 
Elbert, Aluric, Wisgar, Ulniar, and Touillda: under the Coiu|neror, it was holden by 
Hugh de Gurnai, William of Warren, jind Richard Fitz-Gilbert. 

Tlnn-e were formerly four manors, which have been united into two. 

Fordham Hall manor-house is near the church, and the lands are those held by the 

I 

family (»f Gurnai; but how long it remained in their possession cannot be ascertained. 
The d(?mesnes of the other manor of Argentines, or, as it is sometimes named, Archen- 
diiies, are supposed to have been what at present (Constitute a farm so named in the 
western part of the parish ; a meadow in Aldham, by the side of Fidlers-wood, and 
extending t(x Fordham bridge, bjdongs to it. After the descendants of Gurnai, this 
manor became the property of Adomar de Valeiuje,* earl of Pembroke*, who died in 
1323; and it was some time afterwards in possession of the Neville family. Sir 
Edward Neville hold it in 1524, and it is believed ho was involved in the ruin of his 
gi'andfather, the Dukci of Buckingham ; for King Henry the Eighth, in 1539, granted 
this manor to Thomas Colepepper, one of the gentlemen of his privy chamber. 
Two years afterwards, Sir Anthoily Wingfield held those estates of the king; and the 
following yearjie sold them to John Lucas, Esq. and John Abell. Tlie several 
manors in this parish se(>m to have, up to this period, formed but one possession, but 
upon this purchase Ix^came dividjiHl: John Lucas, Es(|. having the manors of Fordham 
Hall and Argentiiios; and John Abell, the manors of Great Fordliam and the Frith.f 

l^h(; united manors thus becoming vested in tin? [..ucits family, were inherited, in 
rl67l, by Mary, <^nly daughter of Baron Limas, of IShenfield. This lady was after- 
wards married to Anthony de Grey, eirl of Kent, and created Baroness Lucas of 
Crudwell in 1663; site died in 1700, and her husband, the earl, in 1702, and their 
son Henry, earl of Kent, inherited these estates: in 1706, he was advanced to the 
titles of viscount Goodrich, earl of Harold,, and marquis of Kent; and, in 1710, to 

« 

* Hr was one, of thr rrtainers of Isabel, the cruel queen o^king Edward the Second, and having been 
one of those who passrd srutence of death iipot^Thoina.s Plantagenet, earl of* Lancaster, he w'as, on that 
account, uiiirdrrrd in Krancr, in 1323. 

t Frith, in old Kiiglish, is a plain amidst woods. Camden's Remains^ edit. 1674, p. 145. Frith Soken 
is a view of Frankpledge. 
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the additional title of duke of Kent. His son dying before him, without issue, his ^ h a i*. 
Grace settled his real estates upon Jemima, the only daughter and heiress’of his eldest 
daughter Annabella, who was married to John Campbell, lord viscount Glenorchy. 

This lady, Jemima Campbell, in 1740, was married to the honourable Philip Yorke, 
afterwards viscount Iloyston, eldest son of the right honourable Philip, earl of 
llardwicke, and created marchioness dc Grey : upon the decease of her grandfather, 
the duke of Kent,, in 1740, she and the lord viscount* Iloyston became possessed of 
these and many other noble estates. 

Eiu*l Hardwicke^died in 1790, and his lady, the marchioness, in. 1797, leaving only 
two daughters, Amabel Grey and Mary Jemima; when, on defect of issue male, the 
mar(][uisate bec^arne extinct, but the barony of Lucas of Crudwell descended to the 
eldest daughter, Amabel Grey, the present Countess de Grey; her sister, Mary 
Jemima, dowager baroness of Grantham, according to the provisions of the patent, 
being heiress presumptive. This lady, in 1780, was married to Thomas, second 
Iword Grantham, by whom she had the jircsent Lord Grantham, ami the Right Hon. 
Frederick Robinson, created Viscount Goderhih.* 

The manor of Great Fordham and the Frith remained in the Abell family till 1634, 
when it became the property of Sir Heiiry Herbert; and, in 1689, was conveyed to 
the Saville family. 

Other estates in this parish are, the Wash, Porters, Pools, Suttons, and Rip- 
pengales. 

The church, dedicated to All Saints, is very pleasantly situated on elevated ground. Church. 
It has a nave, two aisles, and a chancel, with a scjiiare tower, containing three bells; it. 
has also a lofty wooden spire, which is seen at a great distance. The entire roof of 
this church was form«!rly covertMl with lead, which was taken away anf^ converted into 
instruments of destruction during the civil wars, and for which tiles have been sub- 
stituted. 

King Edward the Sixth, in 1549, granted a free chapel in bWlham, to Ralph Agard 
and Thomas Smyth, and their heirs, but the place where it stood cannot now be dis- 
covered. In the north aisle of the church there is a mural monun\eut, with the fol-* Mouu- 

I . . ... incuts. 

lowing inscription: 

“ My days are passed away as the swift ships: as the eagle llijft liasteth to her prey. 

“ For the longer preserving his memory, for a remaining testimony of their no less 
than deserving affections to their loving iyid dutiful son John Pulley, I’or an encourage- 
ment to others to be such, and as far as may be for the good of all; his now surviving , 
and sorrowful parents, (but not without hope of a joyful resurrection,) John Pullen, 

* Ariii.s of Dc Grey. Quarterly, first, and lourtli, argent on a saltire azure a bezant —Yorke. Second, 
quarterly, first, and fourth, Gironny of eight, or, and sahlc. Second and third, argent, u lymphad sable— 

Caiiijibcll. 'fhird, Barry of six argent and sable — Grt'y. Supporters, two wyverns or. 
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iu)()iv IT. rector of this parish, and Elizabeth his wife, caused this stone to be erected in 1719. 

He died of tfic sinall-pox, at Port Mahon, July 2, 1715, in the twenty-seventh year of 
his ago, having been captain of his Majesty’s ship Lawrence for several years. 

“ But this I say, brethren, the time is short; let us use the world as not abusing it.” 
iiiscrip- III fill* window of the south aisle tliere is the following inscription, in letters of 
an ancuent form: 

Orate pro aiab. Joins Creffeild et Margerie uxor ejus, (|ui istjim fencstram that is, 
“ Pray for the souls of John Creftcild and Margery his wife, who made this window, &c.” 
Also in the east window of the north aisle, there; is a similar insenption for John and 
Alice Cr(»tteild, and also the arms of Crefteild: or, a heart gules, between two hands 
coiipcul at the wrist, argent.f 

In 1821, this parish contained six hundred and ninety-six, and, in 1831, seven hun- 
dred and twenty-seven inhabitants. 

WEST BEROIIOI/r. 

West The name of this parish is formed from the Saxon words Bepj, a hill, and Holt, a 

lii iKhoit. th( 3 rp is a town in Suftblk, about ten miles distant, named East Berg- 

holt, this has receivc<l the distinguishing appellation of West. In records, it is written 
Bercolt, Bercholt, Barfold, Bariugholte, Barkolt-Sackville, and sometimes Sackville 
only. Vulg.‘irly it is called Bardiield, probably from the hamlet of Bradficld, which is 
not far distant. It is eleven miles in circumfereTice, contains about two thousand 
acres; and is iti that part of the county which, in the agricultural reports, is distin- 
guished by the appi'llatioii of the ‘‘ turnip-loam district.” 

It is four miles north-west from Colchester, and forty-nine from London. 

There are t^o manors. 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, this lordship belonged to Leuwin Croc; and 
at the time of the general survey, was in the possession of Roger Pictavensis. 

In the time of« King Henry the First, it had become the property of the noble 
family of Sackville, who retained it in their possession 'about four hundred and fifty 

• >'ears, till 1559, ^yben it Avas sold, by Sir Richard Sackville, to John Garroway, Esq. 
In 1581, it had become the property the Dii^ter family, and was given, by Alice 
Dister, in marriage Avhh her daughter, to Richard Weston, Esq., of wliose executors 
it is supposed to have been purchased by Sir John Denham, who Avas one of the barons 
of the exchequer in 1()17; and his son. Sir John Denham, the celebrated poet, after- 

• Avards sold this manor to Sir Harbottle Grimston, knight and baronet, and master 
of the rolls; from Avhom it ptissed to his son. Sir Samuel Grimston; ahd from him to 
William Liickyn, Esq. West Berghelt Hall is very hear the church. 

* Thf pi-i'scnt aims of Creffield arc<-Quurtt!rly, argent and sable, a heart between two left hands, and 
two legs con pee. 
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Nether Hall, or Cook’s Hall, with the manor of Beaumont, has the manor-house 
about half a mile from the church. Its situation in the lowest part of the parish, 
accounts for tluj first of these names, and the two latter are from ancient owiu;rs. 
Coding*, aiul Aluvius the Hunter, held these lands in the Confessor’s reign; which, at 
the general survey, were in the possession of Richard, son of Earl Gilbert, lord of 
Clare, of which honour it has been since holden. 

Adam Cook was possessed of this estate during the reign of the second or third 
Edward, whom a family luuned Bury had succeeded in 1472 : it afterwar«ls was the 
property of Sii- Thomas Montgomery, who died in 1493; but it continued longest in 
the family of Abell,* who were originally considerable clothiers, aiul had also estates 
at Fordham, and other places. They had possession early in the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, and, in 16()4, one of them sold this estate to John Lynne, Es(|., 
from whom it was conveyed to the family of Brand, of Folstead Hall, in Sufiblk. 

Cook’s Hall was a large and handsome building. Other valuable estates are, Horse- 
pits; Almery-lands, commonly called the Armoury; with three woods, named Grove- 
field, Writlaiid, and Pensland coppices: formerly, part of the endowment of St. .John’s 
Abbiiy, ill Colchester. 

The church has a nave, chancel, and south aisle, supported by plain massive pillars; 
a small woochm turret contains one bell, and there is a shingled spire. 

A chantry was founded by J. <lc Bures, in 1331, for a chaplain to perform divine 
service at the altar of the Virgin Mary, in this church. 

A charitable lumefaction was bG<|ueathcd by ii. Frankham, in 1.557, of a yearly 
rent-charge of 13s. it/., arising from a tenement and six acres of land in this parish, 
for the use of the poor inhabitants of the parish of St. Nicholas, in Colchester, 

There arc three unendowed almshouses on the Green for poor people ; and the 
sexton has a house and half an acre of land. 

This is one of the twelve parishes which partake of Mr. Love’s charity. In 1821, 
this parish contained six hundred and ninety-four, and, in 183J,*ueven hundred and 
eighty-six inhabitants. 


WORMINWORD. 

This parish occupies high ground, rising from the banks of tlic Stour, and its sandy 
soil contains an abundant mixture of clay. In records it is written Withermundford, 
or Wethermunileford, supposed from the name of an ancient proprietor, and a ford 
across the Stour. In more modern writings, it is Widmuondfont, Wyremundeford^ 
Wormiton, Wormington. 

* Arms of Abell. Awnt, a fesse piirpure, between three boars* heads coupce Rules, lanRued or. Im- 
paling, argent, a chevron between three lozenges sable. Crest. A dexter arm, or, grasping a dagger, haft 
and blade argent : on the wrist, a ribbon gules and argent. 
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Godwin was lord of these Lands in Edward the Confessor’s re^n; and at the time 
of the survey, they were holden under Robert Gernon, by a thane named Ilger. 

The circumference of this parish is estimated at about two miles, and its contents 
one thousand seven hundred acres. The distance north-west from Colchester is five, 
and from I^ondon fifty-two miles. It contains four manors. 

Wormingford Hall is about a mile west from the church, ami the manor formed 
part of the barony of Stanstead Montfichet, in which it remained till the death of 
Richard de Pluiz, under age and without issue, when his great estate was divided 
among his three sisters; on which Philippa, the youngest, married to Hugh de Plaiz, 
brought him this estate. His descendants were, Richard, Ralph, Giles, Richard, and 
John, whose only daughter, Margaret, conveyed it in marriage to her husband. Sir 
John Howard. She bore him two children; John, who died before his father, and 
Elizabeth, who became his sole heiress, and was married to John de Vere, son and 
heir of Richard, earl of Oxford; and under the Plaiz and the Vere families, as lords 
paramount, it was held by the Poyninges, Bauds, and other tenants. The Waldegravc 
flimily were for a long time* possessors of this estate; and from them it passtid to John 
Currants, Es<j. and to Richard Androwes, Esq. and his heir, John Wall, Esq., who 
sold it to Samuel Tuffnell, Es([. of T.»angleys. 

Wormingford Hall had formerly a park; a farm here yet retains the name of the 
Lodge, and a mere of about twelve acres, formed by the Stour, opposite Smallbridge, 
belongs to it. 

The manor-house of Church Hall receives its name from its situation near the 
church. This manor, with the (diurch, was given to the nuns of Wikcjs, in the 
reign of King Henry the Second, by Walter de Windlesores, and Christiana, his 
mother. It was holden under tin; nuns by various tenants, particularly Geofrey 
Rokell ami John Poley, tin; latter of whom held it in 1487. King Henry the Eighth 
granted this manor, w^th Wikes Nunnery, and many other estates, to Cardinal 
Wolsey; upon whdse premunire the king granted it to the abbey of Waltham Holy 
Cross. Upon the suppression of monasteries, the same king granted this manor, and 
•the advoAvson of tfie vicarage, to Thomas Manok and his wife; afterwards, they went 
to the Waldegrave family, and from thAice passed!, as Wormingford Hall did, to the 
family of Tufiiiyll. 

Gerners, or more properly Gernons, the name of ancient owners of this estate, 
had the mansion, Avhich was moated round, At the lower part of the parish, towards 
•thq river Stour, opposite to Wiston. William Gernon held this estate at the time of 
his <leath, in 12,59, and it was retained by his descendants, till Sir John Gernon dying, 
in 1383, left two slaughters, co-heiresses; Joan married to John, lord Botetourt, and 
Margaret, to Sir John Peyton. Sir Robert Swynborne married Joan, daughter and 
heiress of Botetourt, from whence issued the Helions, Fynderncs, and Wentworths; 
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some of whom lived in the parish of Little Horkesley, where they had their chief chap. 
estate. * 

In the reign of King James the Second, Sir John Wentworth conveyed this estate 
to Sir Humphrey Winch, Knight, one of the justices of the Common Pleas; whose 

son, Onslow Winch, Esq., sold it to Alston, Ksq., from whom it was conveyed 

to William Hale, Esq., who, about the year 1690, conveyed it to Drye, Esq. of 

Milton, in Northamptonshire; and it became the inheritance of hie son, Henry Drye, 

Esq. of Lincoln’s Inn. 

The manor of Wood Hall has the mansion-house above a mile from the church, in Wood 

Hall. 

a south-easterly direction, on the right of the road to Little Horkesley. It was 
originally part of what Godebold held of Suein of Essex, and was a member of the 
honour of Rayleigh. It afterwards belonged to the Paleys, from whom it passed to 
Lord Viscount Grimston. 

Hotts is a capital messuage, partly in this and partly in the parish of Little Horkesley. 

The church has a south aisle, which, with the nave, is leaded, but the chancel is Chuidi. 
tiled. It has a square tower, with four bells. 

The poor of this parish receive a portion of Mr. Thomas Love’s charity. 

In 1821, this parish contoined four hundred and fifty-three, and in 1831, five hun- 
dred and forty-three inhabibiiits. 


houkesley. 

Two contiguous parishes have received this, name, with the distinguishing appel- Hoi ktsity 
lations of Great and Little. The name is believed to be from the Saxon Hopj, 
moist and dirty grounds, and Ley, pasture. In the Tn(|iiisitions, post nwrtem^ of 
Edward the Fourth, the name is written Horseley and Horsley; in, other records, 
Horcliesley, Horkysley, Harseley, Horksey, Horsey, llie name does not occur iii 
Domesday-book, for these two parishes were then ii^cluded in the lordship of Ney- 
land,.or Eiland, as it is called in the record; that is, an islam/; fpp at that time it was 
surrounded by the river Stour, and the manor lay in both counties. Even in writings 
of as late a date as 1455, the combined parishes are described as ‘‘ parcel of the manor* 
of Neylond, which manor is in the ^onlines Essex and Suffolk.”* They belonged 
to Robert Godebold, in the reign of Edward the Confessor, wh6 also held them under 
Suein of Essex, to whom they belonged at the time of the general survey. This 
Godebold had free warren here, and at« Asseldeh^im. By Haginild his wife, he was 
father of Robert, founder of the priory here; also Richard and Hawisia. Robert, « 
the eldest son, had Robert, the father of l^hilip, whose son wjis Robert. 

It has not been clearly ascertained at what precise time this manor was divided and 

* The maiision-hou.se was at Neyland, in a pasture-ground yet called the Court ; but no foundations of 
it remain. 
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named Horkosley, but in the reign of King John, a family lived here who took their 
surname from the place. 


LITTLE UOIIKESLEY 

Is about seven miles in circumference, and contains six hundred acres; occupies a 
low situation, and has a mixed soil. It is five miles from Colchester, and fifty-six 
from London. 

In the twc'lfth and thirteen tli of King John, Robert, the son of Philip Horkesley, 
held this manor; and his <lescendant, Walter do Horkesley, was in possession of it iii 
126.5; Sir Ro))ort de Horkesley, who held it at his death, in 1295, was his son and 
heir; and William, his son, was the next possessor, who conveyed it to his nejdicw, 
John dc Roos, and Alice his wife, who, previous to the death of the first, in 1373, 
and of the latter, in 1375, had sold the reversion of the estate to Robert de 8wyn- 
boiinic. In 1411, the manor of Little Horkesley Hall was in the hands of .Tohn 
Doreward, .John Roys, Ralph Chamberleyiie, and Clement Spice, believed to be in 
trust for the family of Swyiibourne, distinguished by their military exploits during 
the wars in France. The first name that occurs after Robert, the purchaser, is 
William Swynbourne, the founder of the church here.* Sir Robert Swyiibourne, 
Knight, was his son, by Philippa, daughter and heiress of Sir Richard Geriiou: ho 
succ(»edcd, and a<ldcd largely to his estate, by marrying Joan, daught(*r and co-heiress 
of Sir John Rotetu(»rt; by her In* had five sons and two daughters. Sir Thomas Swyn- 
bourin*, who was much employed in the wars in France, was major-general of 
Rordcaux, and captain and constable of the castle of Fronsac, in Guienne. He died 
in 1412., and, with his father, is buried in this church. On his death, the male line 
of the family seems to have ended, and the estates being divided, this became tlie pro- 
perty of Margery, wife ol’ Nhdiolas Rerners, Es(|. of Amherden Hall, in Debden. 
He died in 1411, and left an, only daughter, Catharine, married to Sir William 
Fynderne, who, dyiyg in 1462, was succeeded by his sou, Sir William Fynderne, on 
whose death, in 1515, his grandson Thomas became his lieir.f He married Rrigltta, 
daughter of Sir IVilliam Waldegrave- .On his death, in 1523, Anne, wife of Sir 
Roger Wentworth, of Gosfield, succeeSed to i\m estate. She was the dauglitor and 
heiress of Humphrey Tyrrell, Esq. of Warley, by Isabel, daughter and co-heiress, 
and ultimately sole heiress, of John Helion, Esq., whose mother Alice, was one of 
the sisters and co-heiresscs of Sir Thomas Swinbourne, and brought an immense 
estate to the Wentworth family. On her d(*ath, in 1534, she was succeeded by her 
son and heir, Sir John Wentworth, who, on his vlecease, in 1567, left, by his wife, 

I • 

* This was apiian nt fr(»ni tlu* win(h»w, as it was in ir»70. The arms i»f Swynboiirne. (Uilcs, three 
boars' heads between .six ero.s.s-cros.slets botonne, 3 — 2—1 argent. 

t Arms of Fynderne, Argent, a chevron between three cross- erosslets fitclie, .sable. 
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tlf'iughter of John Bcttenham, Esq. of Pluckley, in Kent, his only daughter and heiress, 
Aline, lady Maltravcrs; on whose death, in 1580 , the next heir was her cousin, Joliu 
Wenhvorth, Esq. the son of Henry, and grandson of Sir Roger Wentworth. He 
lived a considerable time at Little Horkcsley, and afterwards at Oosfield ; his wife 
was Elizabeth, daughter of Christopher St. Laurence, baron of Houth in Ireland, by 
whom he had Johni his sou and heir. In 1601 he jointured Dorothy, his secumd wife, 
in this manor; remainder, after her decease, to Sir John Wentworth, whom he had 
by his first wife Cicely. He died in 1613 , and, after the death of his wife. Sir John 
his son sold this estate to Sir Humphrey Winch and his son, Onslow Winch, the 
latter of whom sold it to Sir John Denham, whose son, afterwards Sir John Denham, 
the poet, lost it on account of his adherence to King Charles the Second: for, in 1651 , 
the commissioners appointed to sell traitor’s estates, as they called them, sold this to 
George Wither, Es(j. Afterwards, in 1661 , the estate was conveyed to Azariah 
Iliisbaiids, Esq. in whose family it continu(*d many years, till the Rev. James Hus- 
bands, of Caius College, Cambridge, L.L.l). rector of Ashdon and Fordham, and 
vicar of this parish, dying without surviving offspring, in 1750 , left this estate to the 
sou and two daughters of his eldest sister, Anne Glanvillc. The son died unmarried, 
and the chlest daughter was married to William Blair, M.D. The mansion-house 
near the church was handsomely rebuilt with brick, by Edward Husbands, Esq. 

On Westrop, or Westwood Green, there is a handsome mansion, belonging to an 
estate, which was formerly the property of the I^ynne family, of whom William liynne 
was buried in this church, in 1616 . William Lynne, his son and heir, died in 165 ), 
ami was succeeded by his sou .lohn, whose successor was his eldest sou Jacob, in 1680: 
John Francis was his only son, and became his heir, on his death in 1708 ; and Thomas 
Ilowth, his son, was the next possessor of this estate, whose only so;i and heir was 
Nicholas (hirrard Lynne, Esq.* 

. Hooth, or Hotts, is a valuable estate, partly in this, and partly in Wonuingford 
parish. 


THE PRIORY. 

In the reign of King Henry thci» First, Ri’ibert, the son of Godebald, and Beatrix 
his wife, gave to the monastery of Thetford, in Norfolk, all ‘their churches, on con- 
dition that the prior should send as many monks to serve God in the church of St. 
Peter, at Horkesley, as the place could conveniently, maiiiniin; and for their better 
support, besides other additional possessions, Beatrix gave them the tithes of hen 
marriage portion, and the lands which her uncle Turold had given her in Boxted. 
The monks of this priory were of the Cluniac* order, and though made a cell to Thet- 

* Arms of Lynuc. Gules, within a border sable charged with eiglit bezants, a demi-lion coiip^ suilant, 
argent. 
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ford, yet it was so ordered, tliat upon payment of a mark yearly, they should be free 
and exempt 'from that priory. This was one of the small monasteries granted to 
Cardinal Wolsey, for the endowment of his proposed college at Oxford, but which, 
on his preiiiniiire, went to the crown. In 15.54 it was granted to Sir John Huddil- 
ston, and afterwards passed successively to several proprietors, and became the pro- 
p(‘rty of the Joscelyn family. The mansion-house is on the north side of the church, 
where the monastery formerly stood. 

The church, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, is a handsome building on an 
eminence; it has a nave and south aisle leaded, and a chancel; the whole well lighted 
with spacious windows. There is a tower witli three bells. 

In the church, a mural monument of marble bears the following inscription: — 

“ Christ is my life, and death is my gain; the day of death is the birth-day of eternal 
life. — Near this place lies, expecting the mercy of God, the Rev. James Husbamls, 
L.L.D., son of Edward Husbands, Esq. and Anne his wife. lie was some time senior 
fellow of Caius College, Cambridge; six years rector of I'ordham, and many years 
minister of this parish, for which he had a truly pastoral regard, as appears by his last 
will and testament, the intention whereof, by reason of a legal defect therein, could 
not be pursued by the executors, but it is hoped will be complied with by those who 
shall hereafter have it in their power.* He was a sound and orthodox divine, of 
exemplary life, great simplicity of manners, univ(»rsal benevolence, and extensive 
charity. He died without issue, 22d Eebruary, 1749, aged 57. 

‘‘ If such a person do not find mercy, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 

“ 1 Messed arc; those who die in the Lord; they rest from their labours, and their 
works fpllow them. 

ln»\v ! Ktcriiity how loni? ! 

Stilt [K'lli* virtiis.” 


On another mural ynonument is the following: — 

“ Near this place, under the same marble stone, licth tfie remains of two excellent 
*persons, Edward Husbands and Anne his wife. He was the son of Azariah Husbands, 
Esej. of Little Horkesley; she the; dau^ter of Mr. Thomas Boroughs, of Ipswich; 
after having lived happily together, to a fullness of years, they (;xchanged this life for 
a better, and entered upon immortality, esteemed and lamented by those who knew 
them both. She died, September 27th, 173.5, in the seventy-seventh year of her age. 
• He died, January 20tii, 1736, in the seventy-fifth y(;ar of his age. They W(;re both 
righteous before God, and walked in his commandments, after such a manner as to be 
worthy of praise* and imitation.” 

* This bfiiofai’tioii was a bequest to the parish of a suiu of money, for the redemption of the small 
tithes. 
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The following is on a black marble stone on the ground : 

“ Here lieth Susannah, the daughter of Thomas Lock, Esij. by his wife Susannah, 
the daughter of W. Welby, of Gediiey, in the county of Lincoln, Knight of the Bath, 
the wife of J. Carse, D.D. by whom he hacl issue, Charles, Susannah, Anne, Jane, 
and Cassandra. She died 10th Nov. 1619. 

“ Let ncithfr piiint nor ^old defile her hoarse, Coiitctiining oarthly things by hoavrnly flame. 

Pure marble fits thb chaste Susannah Carse; To name such faith, and piety, in this age, 

Whose pure soul and face were still the same, Requires a volume, not a slu’ct or page.’* 

Sir Robert and Sir Thomas Swynbourne lie buried together in the chancel, under 
a large marble monument, with epitaphs in French. 

The wife of John, lord Marney, who died 30th of September, 1719, lies buried in 
the chancel, under a marble grave-stone, formerly an altar-tomb, having upon it, 
according to her own directions, “three pictures of brass; one of herself, without any 
coat armour; and upon her right side the picture of the Lord Marney, her last husband, 
in his coat armour; and upon her left side, the picture of her husband Finderne, in 
his coat armour.” There are also three ancient stone statues, in devotional attitudes. 

Thomas Love, of this parish. In 1561, gave by will, to Thomas Rich, of l.<exdeii, 
the sum of one hundred and twenty pounds, in trust, for which he was to pay six pounds 
per annum to the poor, till he should buy a parcel of land with it; and then the yearly 
rent of that land to be distributed at Shrovetidj, to twelve parislujs, vvi. Little 
Horkesley, Great Ilorkesley, Boxted, Langluun, Wormiiigford, Fordham, Aldham, 
Lexden, West Bergholf, Neyland, Mount Bures, and Ardley. 

Sir John Denham, the possessor of West Bergholt, and of Little Horkesley Hall, 
was the only son of Sir John Denham, chief baron of the Exchequer in Irebmd, and 
one of the lords commissioners there: Sir John was born in Dublin, in 1615; but his 
father, in 1617, being made a baron of the Exchequer in England, he receiv(Ml his 
e<lucation in tliis country. In 1611, he acquired considerable celebrity as a writer by 
his first literary production, which was a tnig<;dy, called the Hopha, universally and 
deservedly admired. In 1613, he wrote his famous poem of Cooper’s Hill, whidi 
establish c;d his fame as a poet, and which has stood the test of time and criticism,' 
verifying the opinion of Mr. Dryden, “tlrat for purity and majesty of style, this 
production will always remain a standard.” King Charles the So(!ond sent Denham 
on an embassy to the King of Poland; and afterwards made him surveyor general of 
his buildings, and created him Knight of the Batli. On obtaining these* preferments, 
he is said to have renounced the unprodtiable pursuit f)f po<*try, for more importantly 
useful studies; yet he afterwards wrote a fine eh*giac poem on the death of Cowley. 
He died at his office in Whitehall, in 1668. 

In 1821, this parish contained two hundred and thirty-eight, and in 1831, two him*- 
dred and twenty-three inhabitants. 
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Tills pleasant and extensive parish is about six miles in length from the southern 
extremity at lilaek Ikook, to Neyland river on the south. It is five miles north from 
Cohtliester, and fifty-six from London. 

When this parish was detached from the extensive manor of Neyland, to whicJi it 
was formerly united, is not certainly known; but in 1256 it was granted, Avith that 
manor, to John do Burgh, senior, who had also free warren here. It next belonged 
to the noble family of Scrope, of Masham. Goofrey le Scrope held the manor of 
Le Neyland in the confines of Essex and Suffolk, and, on his death in 1340, Avas suc- 
ci'cded by his son Henry, Avho, dying in 1391, Avas succeeded in this possession by 
Sir John le Scrope, of Masham, Avho held it, at the time of his decease in 1455, of 
Alice, duchess of Suffolk, by the service of one rose yearly; and the same Avas holden 
by his AvidoAv; and their son and heir, Tiiomas le Scrope, Avas her successor in 1466, 
and di(?<l in 1475, his sou Thomas being his heir; Avho left, on his decease in 1 194, 
an only daughter, Alice, by liis wife Elizabeth, daughter of John Neville, marquis 
Montacute. His AvidoAV Avas married to Sir Henry Wentworth, and his daughter 
became the Avife of Henry, lord Scrope, of Bolton, and they both successively enjoyed 
this estate till their death. 


In 1540, the thirty-giecond of Htuiry the Eighth, this estate had become vested in 
the croAvn, and Avas grant(»d to William Shelley, a desc^endant of the Scrope family, 
who Avas succe(*ded by John Shelley, Esq., who, on his decease, in 1550, h‘ft William 
Ills son and heir. But, in 1604, John C^arill had a grant from King James^i of tin? 
manors, of Horkesley, Boxted, and Stondon. So()n aftm’Avards this estate Avas pur- 
chased by the ‘Bayning family, originally of the adjoining parish of Neylatid; and Sir 
Paul Bayning honoured this place by taking from it the title of his barony: being 
created Baron Bayning, of Horkesley, and Viscount Sudbury. His son Paul, 
Viscount Baynin|t’,"Avas his successor, and in J638, left tAvo daughters, Anne and 
Penelope: Anne, tlu! eldest, having this estate in purparty, brought it in marriage? to 
*’ber husband, Aubrey do Vere, the tAvciiti(‘th and last Karl of Oxford of that name. 
On his death, Avithoiit surviving oftsprivtg, in 1772, Rivers Hall, in Boxted, and this 
manor, were sold to Mr. Nicholas Freeman, a rich clothier, who, after his death, in 
1741, Avas succeeded by his nepheAv, Nicholas Freeman; whose brother, Robert, came 
next to this inheritjmee, and afterwards hifc elder brother, on Avhose death his son 

* Jijm became his heir. 

Soim? of the lands of this manor arc called vA^are lands, others servage lands, and 
others purpastures. The manor-house is east of the causeAvay, towards the southern 
’extremity of the parish, imar some fish-ponds. 

• Ht)rkesley Park, in the northern part of this parish, was called Neyland Park, 
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before the separation of the two parishes. It was formerly included in thp possessions 
of the noble family of Scrope, and afterwards belonged to the Dfliby family and the 
Westons, from whom it j)assed to tin* family of Gibbs. 

Braywood, or Brewood Hall, Ixdongeil to the celebrated Sir Charles Lucas, on 
whose death it became the property of John, lord Lucas, his brother; and after- 
wards descended to the Karls and Duke of Kent, and to the Marchioness de Grey. 

In the thirty-mnth of Henry the Third, William Gernoii held lands here by the 
sergeancy of supplying one horse, sack, and broch, for the army in Wales; but the 
situation of those lands is not known. 

At a short distance from the estate called Woodhouse, in a northern direction, there* 
is a trench, and other apparent remains of an ancient encampment; and some learned anti- 
quarians are of opinion that the British Oppidmn^ described by Julius Ca'sar, stood here. 

The (dnircJi has a n^ve and south aisle, leaded, and a chancel, tiled : it has also a 
handsome tower, containing six bells. 

A stone here bears ^Jie following inscription: 

“ To the pious memory of the Reverend J. Morse, A.M. prebend of the eathednil 
thnrche.s of Jdtchheld and Herc?ford, and fourteen years reetor of this /larish. lie was 
a polite seln)lar, an orthodox divine, a constant jiidleioiis preacher, and a goj)d liver : 
benevoh.'iit to all men, hospitable to his neighbours, charitable to the p()t)r, a kiinl 
master, and sincere friend. He lived in peace and friendship with his parish, justly 
esteemed, and died greatly lamented, March 22, 1746, in the fifty-third year of his a^^e/* 

111 the year 1509, John Guyon gave a messuage and lauds, called English, in Elrn- 
sted, for the relief and maintenance of the honest poor born in this parish, or who 
have resided here three years; to be given at the discretion of the rector, church- 
wardens, and four principal inhabitants. In 1786, it produced 16/. \6s. per annum. 

John Falcon gave a fitdtl, called Baylies Croft, to keep a drinking for the poor. He also 
gave Katharine’s Pightcll for the scouring of the camllesticks. John Withers is said t<) 
have given an almshouse for the poor; and there is an iilmshou^e here for two dwellers. 

Lands and tenements were left by John Falcon, to And a priest to sing in Our 
Lady’s Chapel, distant from the church three quarters of a mile, or more. A little 
brick building, on the west side of the causeway, which has an eastern window like a' 
church window, is believed to be thfc chapel. * 

Lands, called Chamberlayns, and Sprotts; also Pjigescroft, and Sprunt’s Garden, 
belong to the victar of St. Peter’s, in Colchester. 

In 1821, the number of inhabitants in this parish was six hundred and twenty-three, 
and, in 1831, six hundred and ninety-seven. 

*BOXTED, OR BOCSTED. 

This name is of uncertain derivation, and is written in records, Bocchesteda, Buch- 
esteda, Borstad, Borstedsc. The lands of this parish arc in the turnip loam district, 
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and lifi it is nlnii niiloa in circumference, and is fifty-six miles from London, anti 
six nortli from CoHhester. 

These lands, in Edward the Confessor’s rcifpi, were in possession of a thane named 
Almie; and, at tlie j»eueral survey, had become the property of Eustace, earl ot‘ 
Hoiiloj^ne, and Eudo Dapifer, and hence the two manors in this parish. 

manor-house of Boxted Hall is about a ipiarter of a mile north-west from the 
church. Soon after th(» Compiest, a family held this estate, deriving from it their sur- 
name of Boxteil, or Borsted. In the reign of Henry the First and of Stephen, it was 
in the possession of Evc'rard de Boxted, hohhni of the honour of Boulogne; and 
Hugh, his son, whose surname is written Borstede, was his successor, in tin* reigns of 
Henry tin? ScH-ond and Richard the First; and John, the son of Hugh, died in 1258; 
whose son, Ral|)h, was a kniglit banneret, holding this manor of the king by knight’s 
servici* and suil, froin three Aveeks to three weeks, at the court /if the honour of Bou- 
logne, at \\"itham. Filter, his son, Avas his sii(!(*f»ssor, in 1303; Avhose son and heir, 
Peter, {(‘ft his widoAA% Isalnd, in poss(‘ssion of this manor, and a^so of lands in Alpham- 
slone, with other possessions. On her decease*, in 1384, Peter, her son, Avas h(*r luur, 
who du'd ill 1 115; and his son, Thomas, dieel in 1420, holding the family estates. 
Richard ele Boxtenl Avas his son, anel the last of the finnily.* 

In 1145, RoluTt eh* Naunton, of Alderton, held this manor in fe(»-tail of King 
Henry the Sixth, as of his honour eif Boulogne, Avhich hoiumr was then in the king’s 
hamls as an i.'scheat. It afterAvards passeMl to the uohle family eif Scrope^, eif Masham; 
anel, in 1531, was in posse'ssion of Sir .Teihn StrangAvays, cousin and co-heir of f.ord 
Scrope, of whom it was purchasiMl hy William Maleverer, Avithout the^ king’s licence, 
ien* Avhich he* Avas obliged to proemre a pardon. AfterAvarels, it again passed, hy pur- 
chase, to the StrangAvays, of Avhom it Avas purchased by 'riioinas, lord Cromwell, in 
1539; on whose fall, it csclieatenl to the king, Avho granted it to William She»lly; from 
whose family it passed tv the Pooh»ys, to.T. Carill, and, by purchase, to Paul, \dscount 
Bayning, Avho gal^e* it in marriage Avith his elanghter, Anne, to Aubrey de Vere, earl 
of Oxfonl. After wai-ds, on the* sale of the Bayning estates, this manor became the 
*|)rn])erty of the tiftnily of Rush, of Benhall Lodge, near Saxmundham. 

Rlve^rs Hall is a large* convenient house, plea^dutly situated on high ground, about 
a epiarter eif a mile from the church. This estate Avas the property of a Saxon named 
(li;iin, previous tei the Conepiest, and Avas, after that event, given to Eudo Dapifer, 
Avhose* nmh*r tenant Avas nanusl Artur. AI’tei*Avards, it passed to numerous proprietors. 

• Roht*rl ele Ooelediolel Avas succeenled in this possession hy Philip de Ilorkesloy; and 
Rohe*ri de Hastings Avas the eiAvner eif it in the reign of King Henry the Third. A 
tamily, suruamed Breton, retained posWssion of this injinor during many generations, 
till 1311, when Maud, the daughter and heiress of John Brctem, Avas married to Sir 
* Arms ol Boxti'd. Quarterly, argent and gulea, on a bend sable, three eagles, «ir. 



HUNDRED OF LEXDEN. 


151 


Richard de la Riverc, a family of cch»hrity in this county, lords of Stamford Rivers, H A i». 

and other considerable estates. From this family it passed, by marriage, to Sir Roger 

Bellers, and through several families, till it came, by purchase, in 1576, to John Ivt‘: 

Avhose son. Sir Mark Ive, sold it to the Bayning fiinily, and the heirs or assigns oi' 

Lord Viscount Bayning sold it to Mr. Nicholas Freeman. 

Pond House is an ancient mansion, belonging formerly to the Maidstone family. 

The church, dedicated to St. Peter, has a nave, chancel, and north and sonth aisles; ( imu li. 
with a tower containing three bells. 

There is an elegant mural monument in the church, which bears tin; following in- 
scriptions: 

M. s. M. s. 


Marhc uxoris Uirliardi Ularknioir, cq. 

Aiir. rt M.I). 

Hie tiiiiiiilata jact*t, ciiltrix/nlossiiiia Christi, 

Cni I’nit acri'iisuiii jii'ctus aiiion* Dfi ; 

()|)tiina ainiconiiu, t<iiata <i|)tima, ct optima (Minjiix, 
nibaiia, t‘t prmlfiis. caiita, licniijna, probii; 

Qiiani iiK'inur ilia f'liit tiioriti, sod brsa iKJoonti, 
iKiiovlt. I'aoilis, damiUKiuo iiiulta tiilit: 

[)«K-trina' rivos saoris L 1‘ontibus liausit, 

Kt iioiidum saiutam vioit. a\ara sitim ; 
liiiio inculpataiii <liscc‘bat diiooro \ilaiii, 

Hiiu* dootc c'xposnit sp( iu<iuo, sidoimjiu’ suam ; 

Til funis ad ciclos tlialami <'lari'«>sima conjiix, 

'I'o siibifo atqno luboiis, to pia sjamsa soqiior : 
Mil-iviis iiiaritus soripsit, ot hoc iiiouiuiionfuiii 


Uioburdi Ulaokiiiori'. ('i|. 

Anr. ot M.I). 

Libor atl aethoioas dum spiritus avolat oras, 
Saiinniiiis bio rocMibat corpus inane moiim; 
.liidioo sod Christo tandom rodoiinto, rosiiry’ons, 
(III sporo) vitani non initritiinis anam : 

Til <|mM|iio i|iKo dormis taoiti oollona sopiih hri, 
Kt diidiini oonsors olara ciibilis eras, 

Kniornons jiiooum, litiii olannoro, liibonto 
'I'll soamlos sot ia Ilonna lx ala fiiua ; 
f)iini(|iio aroos noli (’hristiini n-sonaio dooonms, 
Fiindiniiis ot Patri cautica sacra l)o«>, 

Pootora praMlulois satiirabit nostra voliiptas, 
Ciir.e fliiit iotorhuui jinra abaiuoro Doi. 

/K. 76, ob. <.)ct. 17211, 


In English: 


Saorod to the iiioniorv of 

Mary, wife of llichard Ulackiiioro, l\iiit;ht and M.I). 

Hero lies oiilombod a most, faithful Christian, 
whoso breast was inllamod with the love of (iod; 
the best of friends, the bo^it dauuhtor, and the best 
wifi*; ooiirtooiis, prudent, oirouu',spoct, hind, vir- 
tuous, luindfiil of merit, but off'ondod with the oflTon- 
dors ; free to pardon, ami sun'orin^ injuries imro- 
\eiiqed. She e.Ntraeteil rivers of knowledije f^om the 
saorod fountain of tbo .soriptiiros; nor ooiild .slio 
satiate her roliqioiis tliirst. Hence she learned to 
live a life inililameable; hence she judiciously ex- 
plained lier liope and faith. 'I'lioii art fled to Heaven, 
fairest jiartner of my bed. Thee, pious spouse, I 
ijuiekly and .qhadly follow. 

Her sorrowful husband wrote these lines, and 
erected this monnnicnt. , 


To till* meuioi'N of 

Kiehard l31aekmori*, Knii^ht and .M.I). 

Whilst mv iint'iicuiiibered spirit llics lowai’iN 
the a*tlierial regions, liere Ijes my l)i»d\ void of lifi . 
But will'll Christ retiirirs lu iin; raisrd airaiu, (foi* 
this is my hope,) I sliall li\e a life imiiiortaJ. 'i'lioii 
I likewise who shejx'st liere, 0 m> eollia,i;ur in tin 

siA’iil kTiiM*, and niiiT llu* lair partm-r of iii\ bed, 

! rising at the sound ol'^lln* Irmiip, slialt williiiLdy 
I ascend with me to the mansions of bliss. Tlii ri* 
I w'ill we resound the name of Christ, and sinir sa^*red 
I li)iiins to (lod tlie Father. We shall he satisfied 
j with the most deligl’.tful jileasiires, flowing in pure 
I and uninterrupted streams, from the fountaiti* ot 
1 divine love. 


A clmritable bequest was math* by Robert Gihler of this parish, luisbandmim, wlio, cii.n lii.- 
by will, ill 1633, gave lauds in Boxted, calletl Lynefield, with half an acre of laud, 
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called Russell’s Grove, toj^etlier with two cottages and other buildings, for the use of 
such poor people of the parish of Boxted, being widows, or such other poor, if there 
he no widows, as the feoffees shall think fit. 

Tluu-e arc two almshouses in the (diurch-yard for two dwellers. 

Th(» pious, learned, and amiable Sir Richard Blackmore, was one of the physicians 
in ordinary to King William the ThinI, who conferred upon him the honour of 
knighthood, in 169^. He Avas also, on the accession of Queen Anne, chosen to he 
one of h<»r physicians. He Avas the author of numerous Avorks, medical, theological, 
and poetical; among Avhicli there were wo less tlian six epic poems; of these, “The 
Creation,” has continued to he reprinted, and is deservedly admired, as (lontaining 
numerous beautiful and sublime passages. 

It is much to the honour of Sir Richard, that he Avas a chasten Avriter, and a Avarm 
advocate for r(*ligion and virtue*, at a time Avheu an almost universal degeneracy pre- 
vailed. He died on the ninth of October, 1729, and Avas burietl in Boxted church. 

'Hie parish of* Roxted, in 1821, conkiined seven hundred and ninety-three, and, in 
1831, eight hundred and thirty-tAvo inhabitants. 

LANG HAM. 

The extraordinary length of this parish, extending from Mile-end to the river 
Stour, is believed to have been the occasion of its Saxon name of Lan^ pam: Long 
Farm, or village. Iii records, it is also Avritten Lagenham, Layhain, Lengharn; and, in 
Domesday, Laingaham. It contains about three thousand acres of land; from its 
northern extremity to the vicinity of Colchester, joining to Mile-end, it measures four 
miles, and is fifty-six miles distant from lAindon. Phin Dacas* Avas in possession of 
the lands of tlys parish in the reign of Edward the Confessor, and, at the general 
.survey, it belonged to Richard h"it/-Gilbert, lord of Clan*, and under him Avas holden 
by Walter Tyrell, bernwed to be the same avIio came over Avith William the Comjueror, 
and Avho, by acci(b*ut, shot King William Rufus, at Charington, in the Ncav Forest ;f 
hoAVt'ver, it is certainly knoAvn that this person Avas the Ancestor of the very amaent 
•family of 'Kyrell, seated at East llorndon, and in various parts of this county. 

There are tAVo manors: 

'fhe manor-house df -Laiigham, named Langham Hall, is on a very pleasant emi- 
nence, a short distance north-Avest from the church, having a beautiful and extensive 

prtJspect down the river Htour, and the dianziel toward HarAvich. 

, Henry de Cornhill succeeded lyrell as lord of this iruinor, whose slaughter and 
heiress Avas married to Hugh de Neville. .Tohii de Neville held this manor, and had 
a park h(*re, and, dying in 1282, left, by his Avife Margery, a son named Hugh. John 

It i> M) writti'ii iu Doiiir.sday. book, but it i.s presumed it ought to huA'C been Dacus, that is, The Dane. 

t Hist, dll Hoy Wilhiunic Ic Baisturd, par E'udemare, 1029, p. 073. 
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Neville;, of Essex, was his descendant, who died in 1358, possessed of this manor and 
other estates. William, the son of John Neville, senior, of Sylam, was his successor; 
but the reversion, on his death, was to William do Bohun, earl of Northampton, whose 
son Humphrey, earl of Hereford, Essex, and Northampton, on his death in 1371, 
vested this and other great estates in trust for the payment of liis debts. The next 
possessor was Michael de la Pole, created earl of Suftblk in 138^ who, being one of 
King Richard the Second’s favourites, was driven from the count " by the Lancastrian 
faction, and died at Paris in 1388. Being outlawed, his estates became forfeited to 
tin; king. But his son. Sir Michael de la Poh‘, aiul Catharine his wife, daughter of 
tlu! Earl of Stafford, petitioned for the restitution of the manors of Langham and 
Peldon; and William de la Pole, duke of Suffolk, jointly with Alice his wife, daught(’r 
and heir(!ss of 'Fhomas Chaucer, held this manor in 1450: ho was cruelly murd(;r(Ml 
the same year, and succeeded in his honours and (^states by his son John, who married 
Elizabeth, sister of King E<lward the Fourth, by whom he had five sons and four 
daught(;rs, and <lied in 1491. John, the eldest son, was created earl of Lincoln l)y 
King Edward the Fourth, in 1467, and proclaimed heir apparent to the crown by his 
uncle, King Richard the Third, but was slain in the battle of Stoke. Edmund, the 
second son, becaiiu; duke of Suffolk upon his father’s death, but was beheaded, as was 
generally believed, on account of his too near affinity to the crown. lit; was the last 
of the family. 

In 1509, King Henry the Eighth gave this lordship tt) his queen, Catharine of 
Arragon, after whose; divorce he gave it to his third queen, Jane Seymour; and, on 
her decease, he gave it to Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, who married the king’s 
sister Margaret, widow of Lewis the '^Fwelfth, king t>f France: this nobleman, at the 
same time, having obtained a grant of all the estates formerly belonging to Edmund 
de la Pole, earl of SuflFolk; but, by his death without surviving offsjning, in 1545, 
they again r<;verted to the crown, where they remained till tlu; yc;ar 1629, when this, 
with other estates, was sold, by King Charles the First, to rak?« money which his 

paiiiameiit refused to grant.* It afterwards became the property of Thayer, lis(|. 

druggist to tlu; king, who l(;ft it to Ins second son, Ilumplirey Tha^'er, Esq. druggist, 
and afterwards one of the commissioners of 4he excise; on his death in 1737, he was 
suc(;e(;ded by his niece, who married .Jacob Hiude, Esq. . This gentleman greatly 
improved the manor-house. 

The parsonage is a manor, and a fci\ small coUages and tenemtMits in the cliifrcli- 
yard, and some copyhold lands are hohlen of it. The Farm, called “ The Lodge,” ^vajj 
formerly a park, belonging to John de N<;villc. 

Langham Valley, is an estate on the bordeNs of the river. 

An estate, with a large mansion, is named Wenlocks, from a younger branch of the 
noble family of that name, of Wenlock, in Shropshire, resident here from the time of 
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King Henry the Tliinl to the end of the sL\t(*entl» wntury. ^Valter do Wenlock was 
of this family! he was lord high treasurer of England in I he rtdgii of Edward the First. 
lli(;hard Wenloek lived here about the latter end of (Jiic^eii Eli/abcth’s reign.* 

Hu* ehureh has a nave and south aisle, leaded, and a ehaucel tiled, with a tower 
eoiilaining five hells. A ehapel formerly stood on tlie north side of this ehureh. 
There are about seventy acres of glebe land. 

The charity of it-s. Lettice Dikes, of East Hergholt, in Suffolk, left by will, in 
1589, consisted of land and teneiuenfs, the rent of which at that time amounted to 
j£<25 per annum. The whole of the income from this property was to be ex- 
p(*n(h*d in the teaching of poor children to read and write*. This charity is divided 
among se\x»ral parislu*s, but in this parish is limited to the teaching of only one child. 
The cliarity c»f IVIr. Thoma.n Lov'e extends to this parish. 

This parish, in 1S‘H, containcMl sev<*u huiidre<l and twenty-five, and, in 1831, eight 
hundred aiul twenty-one inhabitants. 


OEDITAM. 

This parish occupies the north-east corn(*r of Lexd(*n Imndn'd, extending to tin* 
river Stour. It lies high, and the soil is of superior quality. The rivuh‘t called Rlack 
Jlrook, which rises in lh)xt(?d, passes through it. The name, in n*(a)rds, is v^ariously 
written l.)elhani, Dyham, Byhain. It contains about two thousand acres of land. 
As early as the reign of King llh’hard the Second, the town was lamous for the 
clothing tra<Ie, and the bay trade afterwards extended here; hut both these hranches 
have luM'onie extinct, 

Dedham is a handsonu* country town, with matiy good houses; and there is a bridge 
over the rivm* J^t(Mir. It is fifty-nine miles from [a)ndon, and seven north-east from 
C\)lchesl(*r: a fair is held hen* on Easter Tuesday. Fnder tin* Saxon gov(*rnment, this 
parish was in the possession of ji thane, named Aluric Cap, ami, at the time of the 
survey, belonged t<^ dloger <le Ramis. There are two manors. 

Dedham manor had the mansion-house called l)edham‘ ]Iall, iu*ar the end of the 
vJnirch, but it hasj»een taken down. It was, at an early pc‘riod, in possession of a 
family surnamed De Stuteville, whose aiYcestor cavie into England with William the 
C^»nqu(?ror. Upnii the*' failure of this family, the manor returning to the crown, was 

* Jnlm Wcnioj'k, wlio rcs'nlnl line in flu* time of Kiiiir (.'Imrlcs the Eirst, was a very ;;irat sulli rcr tor 
l»i'' a.-i a|t(icar.s from Ih> onii uarralivc, [njl>li>lu*(l‘ uiuk*r tlic title of ‘‘ The humble ileelaration ol 

\iolni Wi’iilock, uf Liiinrliani, in Kssex, Kscj. an utter barrister i»f near forty jears (()iitiiman(c in the 

boTjuiiralile society of T/meoIries-inii, sbewini? the Krc;it and d^iinerous troubles and intolerable oppres- 
sions ol bim.'elt and faiiiih , cliiellv from those in the iiei,i;bb(nirho()d ; priiite«l with sonic poems ol his, 
liOiidoii, KUi!?.” After the Uestoration, a phu’C of aOO/. a year was otl'cred to him, which he rctiised, as 
not worlhy his aeeeptanee, nor by any means a sutlieient compensiitioii lor his losses and loyalty. He 
married the sister of ISir John Dalton, of Cambridgeshire. His eldest son was at tlie siege of Coleliester. 
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grantecl, by King Ethvanl the Third, in 1338, to Robert do Uftbrd, earl of Sufiblk, 
wlio was much employed in the wars under the king, both in France and Scotland; 
particularly at tlu* siege of Camhray, at the famous battle of Poictiers, and in several 
otluM- remarkable actions; and also in many embassies, and other aAairs of the greatest 
consefjuence.* On his <leath, in 1309, he Avas succeeded in this and other possessions 
by his son William, who Avas an admiral, and (‘iigaged against I'rance both by sea and 
land. II(J died su'ddenly, as he AV'as going up the stairs to the House of Lords, in 1381, 
and, leaAniig no heirs mah», the estate Avent to the croAvn. King Henry the Eighth 
made a grant of this manor to f^ord CroiuAvell, Avhose eTijoyment of his great riches 
and honours Avas of short continuance. AfterAvards, <|ueen Anne of Cl cats had this 
as part of her jointun*. In 1029, it Avas disposed <»f by King Charles the First, t«» 
raise money for supplies the parliament refused to grant; and it afterwards passed to 
numerous propriet ors. 

Over Hall and Nether Hall, formerly tAvo distinct manors, l)e(*ame united at an 
early period. The manor-houst* of Over Hall stood in a field n(*ar the road to Langliani. 
Nether Hail is only a cottage, on Princely Oreen, Avliere the court is opened. '^Fliese 
Instates belonged formerly to a family surname<l l)e Dedham, and afterwards to the 
inmnery of (binpesse, or Camposoy, in Sullblk. 

On the dissolution of religious lioiises, King Henry the Eighth granted this manor 
to Humphrey Wingfield; and, in 15S'7, 'Phomas 8eekford di(*d in possession of it, as 
rlid also Charles, bis sou and heir, in 1591, avIio AA^as sncce(‘ded by liis son TJiomas. 
Afterwards, it passed to t lie family of Watkiiison. 'riien* are other (‘states, and nimu‘roiis 
eapitiil lioiis(*s in this vicinity; particularly tlu‘ rookery, the grove, and tln‘ vicarage*. 

'^Hu* church, dedicat(‘d to the A irgin Mary, is a fine gotliicr building, measuring in 
length one Inmdred feet, in breadth tw(*nty-fi\'e, and in Ii(*ight thirty-six feet; the inside* 
of the nave ninety feet in length, and tifty broad; each of the* tAVo aisles, tAve*l\'e* feet 
Avide.*, and twenty-lemr feet high; the chanerel forty-lour fe*e*t long, tAventy in hn*aelth, 
and thirty high. Roth elinreli and chancel are k*ad(*d, and the 4/»Al'e*r, rising to the* 
height of one lumdivd and thirty-one feet, is supported by three arches, wliich rest upon 
four pillars. It sceniis to have been erected on the foundations of ;^formi*r building, * 
remains of Avliicli are clearly discerrtihle. liencath the, arches are the arms of the 
families of York and 1 /ancast(*r, and reel and Avhite rose*s; froih whence it appe*ars that 
this ejection av as sometime after the* union of those tAvo royal houses. On the east syle* 
of the hattle*ments, there* is a statue of AlarganM, countess of Rie‘hinoiiel, siiiTounded 
]»y coronets, and other appropriate ornaniemts. In the tower the*re are eight bells. . 

This church Avas originally a rectory, appe'iidant to the* manor of Dedham, but AA-^as 
given by one of the Stuteville laiiiily, to the j>riory of Rntley, in Suffolk, and a vica- 
rage Avas ordained here, AA'hich contiinie?el in the* gift of the priory till its suppression; 

* Sc*c Fruis>art, and T. Walsinuhaiii. 
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on which it became vcstc<l in the crown, and remained in the gift of the king and 
ijueen, and chancellor of the duchy of Laiicaster. The stipend of this vicarage being 
small, was augmented by part of the benefaction loft by Dr. William Clarke, dean of 
Wincbestcjr, to ten small vicarages or livings, out of an <»state atTillinghainin this county. 

The rc»ctory and great tithes appear to have remained in the crown, till King James 
the First, in 1(501, granted them to llol)ert Stratford; afterwards, they belonged to 
(he Uev. Anthony lloktinham and his widow, from whom they were purchased, and 
made the endowment of the lecture. 

i.ntuM . Tliere has been a lecturer here ever since (he time of Queen Elizabeth, and pro- 
bably before that reign. He is appointed to preach every Tuesday morning, and on 
Sundays in tin? afternoon. Originally, this lecturer was supported by (piarterly col- 
h>ctions among the parishioners; but in 1(592, William Burkitt, M.A. being chosen 
lecturer, procured subscriptions for jnirchasing an estate, whidi should supply a per- 
manent salary. Accordingly, his successor purchased the great tithes, parsoiiage- 
housts and glebe of this parish, which supply a competent annuity. The choice and’ 
appointment of* the lectur(*r is in twenty-four feoffees. Mr. Burkitt purchas<*d, at his 
own cost, the house, where ho and the ministers before him lived, with five a<;res of 
land belonging to it, .nnd s(*tlled them upon tin; lecturer of Dedham. 

Sriio.»i. There is a free grammar-school here, for the endowment of which William Little- 
bury, in 1571, betjueathed, by will, a farm, called Bagmarsh, in Bradfield and Wrab- 
ness, iMuitiMl at that time at 20/. per annum, to a schoolmaster, to teach twenty 
scholars, such as should be approved by govcirnors, who were incorporated by Queen 
Elizabeth’s charter, in 1571, in which this school is named Queen Elizabeth’s free 
grammar-school. Hie governors appointed by this charter bad power to nominate 
and appoint idhers, to the number of twenty-four, who are to meet on Whit 
Monday yearly, to give an accnnnt of the revtmues and improvements, and to keep 
all things in good order ami repair. The master must be a graduate in one of the 
universities. 

William Cardinal, of Egmonton, in the county of Nottingham, Esq. but a native 
of this town, in i59:l, gave a farm in Great Bromley, the rent to be divided botwcum 
two poor scholars, natives of Dedham, or Great! Bromley, and sent from this school 
to Cambridge. The rent was at first 10/.; afterwards it advanced to 30/. and has 
sivee advamred, as property of this description has advanced in value. 

Hu; house where the master of the grammai -school lives was given by Mrs. Joan Clark. 

About the year 1(510, Edmund Sherman, of this town, clothier, gave a school- 
house opposite the church, to be a dwelling-house for a writing-master, and a numb(;r 
of children are instructed in this charity. 

This parish, in 1821, contained one thousand six hundred and fifty-one, and, in 
1831, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven inhabitants. 
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FX'CLESFASTICAL BENEFICES IN THE HUNDKEl) OF LEXDEN. ^ 

R. Rrctory- * From the returns to Parliament in 1818. 

V. Viciira{>;c. f Discharged. 


Archdeiicoiiry. 


Aldhnin, \i 

Bergholt, West, It. . 

Bircli, (iirat, U 

Littic, U. . . . 

Hoxted, V 

Binrs, aMoiuiI, R. . . 
Coifuc.sliall.Circi'itjV*? 

Colne, Karl’s, V. . . . 

Collie Kiiu:ain(‘, R.. . 
(’olne Wakes, R. . . . 
Colne, White, C. . , 

Copfovd, R 

*l)edhain, V’ 

Donylaud, East, R. . 

East 'riiorpe, R. . , , 

Kceriinr, V 

Kordhaiit, R 

HorkcNley, (Ireat, R. 

l/itlle,C. 

IiMVortii, R 

Kani;liaiM, R 

Markshall, R 

Mes>inij, V’ 

Rattiswirk, I) 

Sfann ay, R 

Ti y, (Jreat, sin. R.. . 

J V.. 

Kittle, R 

- -Marks, V 

VViveiilMK’, R 

Wornrni4:tor«l, V... 


Colchester. 


Incumbent. 

Insti- 

tulcil. 

Arch. H. C. Jones.. 

1823 

W. Erratt Sims .... 

1817 

Richard Waller .... 

179.') 

K. H. Green 

1813 

Robert Robertson . . 

1812 

John Brett 

1818 

E. W. Mathew 

18U) 

Rob(Tt Watkiiison , . 

1829 

John (ireenwood. . . 

IH‘i7 

1 'inler sequesi ration 


Dan. R. Godfrey.... 

*1817 

Gerv. Holmes 

1810 

R. M. Miller, D.D... 

1819 

lien. Stuart 

1801 

John Hall ward 

1829 

Robert Drummond . 

1829 

Moses Dodd 

180} 

Bp. of Sudor & Man 

1817 

J. Crahh Warren.. . 

1828 

Samuel Wi\ 

IHthi 

J. T. Hurloek, D.D. 

1829 

Stephen Tueker .... 

1800 

Thomas Henderson. 

1828 

Thomas Bri,lr^^s .... 

1808 

Heiirv Jenkins .... 

1830 

R, 8. Dixon 

1828 

J. B. Stony 

1811 

(ieori,a* l*awsoii .... 

1 80.') 

Reter Wrielif 

1 802 

J. G. (’orsellis .... 

1 82t5 

Georio’ 'rufnell .... 

182') 


Value ill Liber 
Regis. 


12 0 0 
lU {) 0 
II 10 0 
Xh 0 H 
*7 i;i 0 
13 0 H 


Bishop of l^oiidoii. 
Williaiii Fisher, Emj.I 
Bishop of Liindon. 
Ch. Round, Es(|. 
Bishoji of Kondon. 
R('v. J. Brelt. 


11 

3 

4 

R. Dll Cane, Esq, 

8 

10 

10 

< W. Reeve, and 
} A. Clarenee, Ksqs. 

13 

17 

0 

Christ’s Hospital. 

12 

0 

.5 

Earl of V’erulam, 

C.V.22 

11 

0 

W. E. Hume, Ksq. 

If) 

3 

4 

Lor<l Chaneellor. 

10 

0 


(3i. of 1). of Lane. 

10 

0 

0 

Rev. Ch. Hewitt. 


0 

0 

( Hon. Col. and Mrs. 


} Onslow. 

VI 

0 

0 

Bishop of Condon. 

It 

4> 

2 

Countess de Grey. 

If} 

0 

0 

Countess de Grey. 

Not ill Char. 

J Mrs. Warren, ami 
} K. C. Warren, Esq 

10 

0 

0 

'r. Roynder, Ksep 

17 

11 


Ch. of 1). of Kane. 

14 

0 

0 

K. Hont'vwood, Ksq. 

8 

0 

0 

Karl of Verulam. 

c.v.oo 

0 

0 

Bishop of Kondon. 

10 

17 

u 

Mair. Coi. ( Ixford. 

18 

0 

0 

G. B. 'IViidale, E.sq. 

V 

0 

0 

Ree. of Greit Tey, 

V 

0 

0 

Bisho)) of Kondoii. 

Not in Char. 

Batioi Col. Oxford. 

tio 

0 

0 

Ex.ofR. N. Coi>ellis. 

7 

13 

I. 

J. J. Tufiiell, K<q. 


CHAPTER V. 

IIUNDUED OF IIINCKFORD. 

■ 

'Fhe river Stour forms tlie houiithiry of tliis huiidnMl oii the north tiiul north-east; • 
it extends eastward to the hundred* vf Lexden, is bounded on the south liy Witham 
and Chelmsford, and on the west by the hiuidi^eds of Dunmow and Freslnvell. It is 
considerably the largest hundred in the county, of which it constitutes an eighth part, 
measuring from south-west to north-east eighteen, and from east to west nearly thir- 
VOL. I. 3 N . 
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teen itillos; it has, ihcroforc?, tliriMj coiistablos, tliouj^h other less extensive hun(lr(?(ls 
have only two. Its ecclesiastieiil jiirisdietioii is in the arc'hdeaeonry of Middlesex. In 
records, the name is written Hidingforda, Hidingfort, Hulingheforda, Hiiicford. 

Much of this extensive hundred is, by agricultural surveyors, included in the north- 
west district of wet lands, described as a strong, wet, poaelilng sandy loam, on a 
whitish (day bottom: other parts contain lands of the best description, consisting ot 
a sandy loam, cxce(?dingly fertile. 

This hundred contains the following forty-sevcm parishes: 

lialstcMid, Pebmarsli, AIphanistoiK*, Lamarsh, Twinsted, Ilemiy Grc'at, Henny 
Little, Middleton, Wickham 8t. l^iuVs, Mapl(?st(?ad Great, ^laplcslead Little, Ile- 
dinghain Sible, Hcdhigham Castle, Yeldham Great, ^’eldham I.ittle, (Tcs^tingthorpc, 
Bulnnu', Rallingdon, Brnndon, Borley, Idston, Pentlow, Foxeartli, Bidcdiainp St. 
Paul’s, Ihdcliamp Waltcu*, Belchanip Oton, Tilbury near (Man', Ovlngton, Aslnm, 
Uidg(‘wcll, Birdbrook, SturiiK'r, Bumstc'd Steeple, Staniboiirnc*, Toppeslield, Flncli- 
ingtic'ld, W(;th(U*sticld, Shalford, Gosficld, Boi'king, Stisted, Braintree, Rayin', Pant- 
Held, Saling Great, Stebbing, Kelsted. 

IIALSTKAO. 

This large iriv'gular town (jonsists chic'Hy of one Avich* and spacdous street, rising by 
an (*asy ascent from the river Colne; it has retahu'd its anch'iit Saxon name of ]?al- 
srcb(‘, lu'althy place, Avhich is witli great pro])ru'ty apjilicable to the pleasant eminence 
it o('cupi(*s, the soil of which is dry and sandy. In rc'cords, this name is corruptly 
Avritt(»u llals(*d, llaustcd, I lawlsU'dc*, lloAVstc'd; and, in more' niod(*rn writings, has 
soinetinp's been named South IIalst<*ad, to distinguish it from a town of the same 
name in SutVolk. It is on the highroad from Lijudon to Sudlmry, Bury, Norwich, 
and \armouth; and the road Ircmi Ctdchester to Camhridge also passes through it. 
It is distant from (^)lch('st(*r thirteen, from Sudbury seven, and from Lomhm forty- 
six miles. It has<iMparkct on M'lU'sdays, and tivo fairs, the first on the sixtli of May, 
and the other on the twenty-ninth of October. A marked appc'ars to have lu'c'ii estab- 
•lislu'd here in tliii tinuMif the Saxons, as is iudi(‘at('d by the name of Cheping Hill, 
given to the ancient marki't-placc', whmii is neardhe church, and on the saim^ sid(^ of 
the street. The proprietorship of this niark(*t Avas retained bythe crown till the yc'ar 
1251, when it Avas granted, by 1 lenry the Third, to Abel de St. Martin, avIio lu'ld 
two knights’ fees in Halstead and Belchamp; under Ricdiard de Clare, (*arl of Glou- 
• cestcr and Hertford. This Abel de St. Martin avus indicted by Hugh de ^ ere foi* 
setting up a market at Halstead, AvhicliAvas stated, to be pn*judicial to the carl’s market 
at his castle of Ih'dingham; but Abel, producing the royal grant, and proving the 
tOAvn’s prescriptive' right, the dUl'ereiice aa^us adjusted, Abel agreeing to pay the earl 
the sum of half a mark yearly. The market is stated to have been held in the king’s 
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highway at th(i time of this oecurreuee, hut was ordered to he removed to its ancient CHAl*. \ . 
station on Chepinj*’ Hill, where it continued till tlie time of Qiuien Elizabeth, when it 
was af>ain fixed in its present situation, near the centre of the town. 

Besides the occupations of a<^riculture, the lahouriiifr population arc enj^aged in the 
straw-plat maiiiitiicture ; and the silk trade, introduced hertj since the failure of the; 
bay trade, gives eniployinent to a considerable number. 

The town coirtains many v(.‘ry g»)od houses, and there are places for religious 
worship, helonging to Independents, Baptists, and Friends. 

Public nnietiiigs are generally held .at the Oeorge Inn, there being no .appropriate 
building for that purpose. 

The anci<mt prison has been destroyed by fire, .and a new house of correction erected 
on the south side of tin? river.* 

The p.arish is of consid(*rable extent; the soil of v.arlous descriptions, but generally 
good; and, in the low(*r groumls, hops of a superior quality are sinaressfully cnltivated.f 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor these lands were holden in soccage, under 
Earl (lodwin, and, .at the general survaiy, were in the possession of liich.ird Fitz- 
Cfilbert, earl of Clare*; William de Warren, e.irl of W.arrcn and Surrey; and Robert 
iVIalcI, lord of the barony of Eye. 

There aia* tliree capital niamirs in this )Kirish. 

Richard, the eldest son of Oishjbcrt, or (iilbert, and grandson of Geofrey, natural 
sou of Richard, duke of Normandy, was in possession of the lordship of Halstead, at 
the lime of the gen(*ral surva^y: he claiinecl relationship to the Conc|ueror, from whom 
he reccfiv'ed thirl y-live lordships in Essex, niiiely-five in Suffolk, and thirty-eight in 
Surrey; he luid also Tunbridge in K(mt, from Avhich he is, in records, sometimes 
named Richard d(! Tonebrugt*. The chief seat of the family was Clare, of which 
honour the lordship of Halstead was holden, by the service of four knights’ fees; it 
originally iiudiided within its jurisdiction nearly the wliolq of the parish, ;uid .also 
extended into in;my of the surrounding ])arishes. Soon after the.Ccympiest, it was held 
under the earl, by a family surnained l)e H.austed, from tlic place; and in the reign 
of King Stephen, or in th.it of Henry the Second, Peter, tlic son cf Richard de Hau- 
sted, sold the manor of Halstead to^Alnd d<‘ iSt. jMartiu, His house, where tin* court 
used to 1)(^ kept, has remaiiUHl to the prescnit time; it is an itneient building, of mean 
appearance, in ll(?diughain-laiie, yet known by the name of Abels. ^ 

The ancestor of* this family of St. i\l.trtiii is believed to have l)ec*n Sir RAiaud de 
St iVIartin, a knight bainioret in the reigns of Henry the Third and Edward the Fiyst.* 

In Edward the Second’s rc'ign, Rofiert <le St. Martinj. conveyed this estate to John de 

- • 

* A tivad-iiiill lias hern nrciitly fi.rtril in this i?aol.* 

•t Avi rai'i’ proiliuM* jH*r acir — wlnsit 20, hai k*y ‘.W bushels. 

X Anns of St. Martin. Sable, six lioneels, or. 
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iiooK II. Bourcliier, of the family of that name, of Stansted Hall, which became their capital 
seat, and under Avhoin, as lords paramount, Abels continued to be holdeii by the Mal- 
doii, and other families. 

William de Maldon had a ^rant of this manor, and another manor was holden 
of if, namcid Dynes Hall and Rois Hall; another manor, eallc»d Brend Hall, on 
account of its havinjif been consumed by fire, also named Moorfields and Maldoii^s 
IMa*u»; these were all included afterwards in the manor of Bois Hall, as the chief 
manor-house. 

The Maldon family were succeeded l)y those of Warner, Ilumvick, and Bream; 
Arthur Bream, Es(j. having, in 1576, purchased Abels of Sir William Waldegrave, 
also su(‘C(‘eded tlie llun wick family in the possession of Bois Hall and Brent Hall; 
and his daughter conveyed these considerable estat(‘s to her husband, Thomas Gar- 
dcmer, Es(|., who, in 1605, rebuilt Bois Hall in a very suj)erior manner, as may he 
sci*n by some part <»f it yet remaining-. He sold this estate, including the manors of 
'i'i)(iii r.i- Alxds, Bois, or Brent Hall and Dynes Hall, in 1620, to Sir Samuel Tryon, Knight, 
^**'*'‘ of Layer Mariu'y Hall. The first of this family tliat came into England, Avas Pet(*r 
Tryon, who left his native country of the Netherlands, on ac(!ount of the persecutions 
under the Duke of Alva. I lis ancestors had long flourished there, in the enjoyment 
of wealth and honours; he came, therefore, to seek peace and safety, and not a for- 
tune, for he is said to have brought property to the amount of sixty thousand pounds. 
His daught(‘r, Mary, was married to Sir Sebastian Harvey, lord mayor of Tanidon, in 
1618; and her younger sister, Esther, becaine the wife of Sir William Courteen, 
Bart. 'Pile sons of Sir Samuel were Moses and Samuel. Moses, the ehlest, on his 
decease, .left only a daughter, so that Samuel, tin* second son, succe(*ded to the family 
inheritance. He was horn in England, and, in 1613, was knighted by King .James 
the First. Layer Marn(»y was the first estate he had in this county, Avhich he pur- 
chased of Petcir 'Puke, ly(|. Me died in 1626, and was buried in the chainad of Hal- 
ste.^d church. His Widow, Eli/abcth, daughter of John Eldred, .'iftcjr his dec(*as(», was 
juarried to Sir Edward Wortley, Knight, brother of Sir 'Francis Wortley, of York- 
'shire. This second marriage proved unfortunate to h(*r only son, Samuel Tryon, Ksq., 
for this fath(*r-in-law, obtaining his Avardship, AAast(»d his estate, and married him 
young, to a niece of hi^» oavii, for Avhom his AvanI had no real afii*ction, which made; 
hiin careless and wasteful of his patrimony. IL* Avas knight<Ml in 161.5, and creat<?d a 
haronePin 1620. His chief residence Avas*at Bois Hall, .and he Avas remarkably 
'charitable to the poor. His son and successor Avas Sir Samuel Tryon, Bart. Avho 
was high sheriff of the county in 16.50. He married Eleanor, daughter of Sir Henry 
Lt*e, of Quarendon, in Buckinghamshii*e, by Avhoin he had Samuel, his successor, and 
Eleanor, married to Sir Richard Franklyn, His second Avife Avas Susan, daughter of 
.Julm Harvey, t»f NcAvtoii, in Suffolk, by whom he had several children, aaJio all died 
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young, except Samuel John. On the decease of Sir Samuel, the father, in 1670, his chap. \'. 
son of the same name succeeded to the inheritance, which he enjoyed only*a feAV years; 
and, dying unmarried, the dignity and some part of the estate; descended to Sir Samuel 
Joliii, his brother by the second wife;'^ but the bulk of the estate's, and this of Bois Hall 
in particular, went to his sister Eleanor, wife of Sir Richarel Franklyn, knight and 
hart. They held their first cemrt in 1673, and after warels solel their whole estate here* 
to Sir Josiah Child, knight anel bart. from whe)m it passed to his grandson, the right 
honourable Earl Tilney. 

The maneir-hemse was near tlic town, on the roiul to Sudbury; it has been taken 
down, and a good modern house erecte'el, whiedi is yet known by the name of Bois Hall. 

Various manors, or reputeMi manors, w(»re siibeirelinate; to the capital manor of Abels, 
or Bois, which were named from the first proprietors. 

Blamsters, in the reign of King Edward the Second, belonged to William Blome- Hlam- 
ster, or Blamster; the mansion-house is pleasantly situated, on the highest part of 
Windmill Field, near the Braintree road,f and the foot-path to Gosfield, and commands 
an extensive and interesting prospect north-eastward over the town of Halstead. This 
estate was [mrehased, in 1 tlO, by Richard Ni(tholls; it was conveyed, by marriage, 
into the family of Worthie; and went afU'rwards, successively, to those of Golding and 
Martin, and to Earl Tiliu'y. 

'rh(;ni is a capital mansion on this estate, named Atwoods, the residence of the Uev. Atw.MMl'.. 
J. Saville. 

Bartholomew de Baddlesmere possessed this estate in 1165, and, during asue<*ession 
of agc's, it continued the property of that noble family, from one of whose under 
tenants it took the name of Dungeons: from the Baddlesint*res it passed to the Bour- 
idiiers, and aft<!rwards became the property of ^>ir Hildebrand Jacob.^ The house is 
by tin; side of the road from Stansted Hall to Colne Park, 

The manor-house of Priors is on the right-hand side of the road from Halstead to 
EarVs Cohn;; in 1183, it belonged to Henry, (»arl of Essex; tt> George Sewell, in 
1627, and afterwards becaiiA; the property of Mrs. Brage. 

A family surnamed Simnell held this estate from a remote peripd till the time 
King Henry the Eighth: in modorn times, U belonged to a person of the name of 
Ponder, of Witham, juul afterwards to Mrs. Bunting. The»h’ouse is on the southern 
t'xtreniity of the parish, bordering Stisted. 

The ancient manor-liouse of Gladfen Hall is very pleasantly situated on rising ground, lil.ulu n 
above Boone brook, near the road to Stisted. A younger branch of the noble family, 

* • 

* He died lit Uoreliain, in 17‘24, lijaving two diiii.ulit^is, Mary aiul Susan. Arms of Tryoii. A fesse 
tunbattlcd, between six estoiles, or. Crest, on a torse, a bear’s head eonpe a/nre, an e.stoil^s or. 

t An ancient oak on the side of the road here has been named lilamster’s oak ; a yard above the ground, 
it measures six yards in eireuraferenee. 
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of Gcrnon formerly rosiilod luire, taking from it the surname De Gladfen: upon the 
founding of Lee’s Priory, by Sir Ralph Geriion, in 1230, this estate was given to it, 
by Riehiird de Ghulfen, and, at the dissolution of monasteries, passed, with their other 
possessions, to 8ir Richard Rich, who sold it, in 1513, to William, marquis of Nor- 
thampton, from whom it passed, as Bois Hall did, to Waldegrave, Breame, Gardiner, 
Tryon, and Mrs. Brage. 

llie Saxon niune Scanyceb, applied to this place, is descriptive of the stony or gravelly 
ground it occupie.s. Tin* mansion is a mile and a half south-east from the church. In 
1553, a survey was taken of tliis noble baronial seat, which describes it as a quadrangular 
biiihling of bri*;k, inclosing a court, and surrounded by a moat forty-four poles in cir- 
cumference. 'Fin* gai(;-hous(* was on the southern front, two stories high, embattled; 
Hanked with large projecting turrets. On one si<le was tin; porter’s lodge*, and on the; 
other tin; dungeon, or prison, underground. The court, on the east, had five rooms 
oil ihe ground floor, and six above, having, in ca(;h, two fire-places. A large chapel 
fornn*d the north side of the court. 'Jin; whole building was of great extent, and 
surrounded by a park, four miles in circinnferc;n(;e, extending to the parsonage bridge, 
at IIalst(*ad, and containing seven hundred and eighty-seven acres of land. It would 
support five hundred deer, forty horses, and twelve cows; and had, at the time of the 
surv<»y, a thousand deer. Ft had also several large ponds and a pool, the fishery of 
which was then valued at £10 ayejir: there were also growing in this park, three 
thousand, six hundred and twenty oaks, of a huudr(;d years’ growth, and one hundr(*d 
ashes, all timber. Nothing now remains of the anci(;nt building, except some part of 
the; kitchen and offices, converted into a farm-house. In the Confessor’s reign, Stansted 
was in possession of Godwin, a freeman; and, at the general survey, belonged to 
Rob(*rt Malet,, whose under tenant was naim;d Hubert. This district is enti*n;d in 
Domesday, as including a eoiisl<h*rablc village; and, in old court rolls, is called the 
hamlet of Stansted, liein^ taxed separately for its poor., and having a constable for that 
h*et, till 12G2, when ,it was united to the rest of the parish of Halstead, on Robert 
Malets joining the party of Robert Curthoso, against King Henry the P^irst; for 
‘.vhich he was diverted of Ins office of chamberlain of ICugland, deprived of his estates, 

and banished the kingdom; at that time, Hiibortide Muncheiisy, of Edwardston, in 
Sulfolk, was the feudatfu-y tenant liere, and obtained this lordship, becoming the 
founder of a family of barons, who long flourished in wealth and dignity, seated at 
Swainscamp, in Kent. Dioiiysia, heiress of the chief branch of the Muiichensy family, 
conveyed that, barony, by marriage, to Hugh de Vcrc, second son of Robert, earl of 
Oxford, in the time of lid ward the First: and J<san de Munchensy, an heiress of a 
younger brother, was married to Sir Richard Walde’grave, to whom she brought a 
very great estate; and this of SUinsted was given by Hubert de Munchensy, son ot 
VV'arine, to one of his sous, who had a son named Roger. This Roger, being a minor 



HUNDRED OF HINCKIORD. 


463 


and the king’s ward, impleaded Richard St. John Chaplain, liLs guardian, for burning chap. v. 
his houses and wasting his woods in Stansted, in the twenty-fifth of Henry the Third. 

He held the village of Stansted at the time of his decease in 1248. No mention is 
made of his children; but one of his two sisters was Joan, married to Walter de Col- 
chester, and the other was married to David Baltoratrigh : the husbands of these two 
sisters did homage for this esUite of Stansted in 12T0, and had it divided between them. 

Helen, the only (htughter of Walter, by Joan de Munchensy, afterwards conveyed 
her portion of it to her husband, Sir .Tohn de Burser, or Bourchier, tlie son of Robert Bomciiu i- 
de Burser, by his wife Emma; and who, on this occurrence, came and riiside<l here, 
where his posterity afterwards became eminent for riches and power. He enlarged 
his estate by the purchase of Abels, in 1311, and, in the thirteenth of Edward the 
Second, was made one of the conservators of the peace for the county, and, in 1.321, 
appointed one of the justic(!s of the King’s Bench. On the accession of King Edward 
the Third, in 1328, he was confirmed in his former office; and, soon afterwards dying, 
was buried in Halstead cliurcli, under an arch in the south aisle: he lt*ft two sons, 

Robert and John. Robert de Bourchier succeeding to the family inheritance, had a 
grant, in 1330, from King Edward the Third, of a court lect for all his tenements in 
this parish; and also free warren in all his demesne lands in Halstead, Stansted Mark- 
shall, Stisted, Coggesludl, and seventeen other lordships in Essex: in 1336, In? ha<l 
licence to impark his woods in this parish; and, in 1341, to convert his house; at Stan- 
sted into a castle, lie was at the battle of Cadsaut, in 1337; was made chief 
justice; of Ireland; arul, in 1340, lorel chancellor of England, with a grant of £500 
a year above the customary fees, for his suitable maintenance. He fought by the 
side of Edward the Black Prince, in the heat of the battle, on the field of Ccessy, in 
1346; aial, in the following year, Avent as ambassador to treat Avith the. French on tlu» 
subject of proposals for peace. A pestilential disease spread over this and other coun- 
tries in 1349, of Avhich he died; and his monument yet rijmains in the church at 
Halstead. His Avife Avas the only daughter and heiress of Sir. Thomas Prayers, of 
Prayers, in Sible Hedingham, by Anne, daughter and h(;irc;ss of Hugh de lOsscx, 
descended from a younger son of Henry de Essex, baron of R.iylelgJi: their tAvo sons* 

Avere John and William. John, lut'd Bourchier, born ,in 1329, Avas one of the lieu- 
tenants commissioned by King EdAvard the Third, to prosecAte his right and title to 
the croAvn of France; and a great part of his life Avas passed in the Avars of tjiat 
country, from Avhich he acejuired great fiiino. In 1381, In* Avas appointed governor of 
Flanders, and employed to fortify Calais, and Avas made knight of the garter by King* 

Richard the Second. He married •Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Coggeshall, by 
Avhoin he had Sir Bartholomew Bourchier, aa^Iio, on his father’s death in 1400, suc- 
ceeded to his estates and honours. lie married, first, Margaret, avuIoav of Sir John 
de Sutton; and, to his second Avife, had Idonea Lovey, avuIoav, first of Edmund, son 
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HOOK 11 . of Sir John de Brooksbourne, afterwards of John Glcvant. By this last, he had 
Elizabeth, Ills only daughter and heiress. He died in 1409, and his widow, having his 
whole estate in dower, survived him only one yejir. His daughter Elizabeth was 
married, first to Hugh Stafford, son of Hugh, earl of Stafford, who died in 1421; and 
her second husband was Lewis Robessart, a native of Henault, standard-bearer to 
King Henry the Fifth. They kept their first court at Stansted Hall, in 1430, but he 
died the same year; and the widow, lady Elizabeth, died also in 1433, having borne 
no children to either of her husbands. She was, therefore, succeeded by Henry 
Bourchier, earl of Eye, in Normandy, son of Sir William, and grandson of Sir 
William, the brother of Sir John, th<i father of Bartholomew, lord Bourchier,* born in 
1404: he was employed in various warlike expeditions; created knight of the garter 
ill 1152, made lord treasurer in 1454, advanced to the dignity of Viscount Bourchier 
in 1457, anil, in 1461, to that of Earl of Essex, in right of his grandmother, Eleanor 
de Bohun, wife of Thomas of Woodstock, eldest daughter of Humphrey de Boliun, 
earl of Essex. By Isabel, sisti'r of Richard, duke of York, father of King Edward 
tin* Fourth, he had seven son8.f William, the eldest son, died before his father, 
having married first Isabel, daughter of John de Vere, earl of Oxford, by whom he 
had no children; but, by his second wife Anne, sister, and one of the heiresses of 
Richard Woodvillc, carl Rivers, he had his only son Henry, and a daughter named 
Cecily4 Hcmry, who succciMled his grandfather in honours and estates, was of a very 
active and warlike, disposition, having attended Henry the Seventh and Henry the 

• Sir WilHaiii, brother <if Sir Jolin BourchiiT, (UimI in UHib. Ho iiiarriod Eleanor, dtiughtcr and co- 
lieiro.ss of Sir Joliii do Louvain, of Little Easton, by whom he had Sir Willmin, his son and heir; a 
warrior and favourite of King Henry the Fifth, who iiiado him eonstable of the Tower for life. Ho died 
in 1120, having hiM, ]»y his wife Anno, oldest daughter of Tlnouas of Woodstock, duke of Gloucester, the 
.*<ixth son of King Edward tlie 'fliird, and widow of Kdniund, earl of Stafford, four sons and two daughters; 

Henry; Thomas, archhishoji fif ntorhiiry ; a cardinal; and a lord high chancellor. William, who 
marrying Thomasiiu\.(Viughtcr and heire.ss of Sir Richard Hankford, by Eli/aheth liis wife, sister and 
heiress of Fulk, lonl Fitz-Warine, was summoned to parliament by tUe title of Lord Fitz-Warine. His 
posterity wore earls of Hath and Bridgewater, The fourth .son was John, a Knight of the Garter ; he 

* married Margery, dau|;bter and heiress of Richard, lord Berners ; his two daughters were Eleanor, married 

to Jolin Mawbray, duke of Norfolk ; and Anne, hrst marrifd to Edmund Mortimer, earl of March, and 
afterwards to John, duke of Kxeter. , 

t Sir Henry, the second son, married Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Tliomas, lord Scales, and, in 
ber«’’ight, was lord Scales. Sir Humphrey, the third son, married Joan, daughter of Richard Stanhope, 
niece and eo-lieiress of Ralph, lord Cromwell, of Tal'tershall, and in her riglit hore the title of lord 

• Cromwell. He fell in the held of battle at Burnet, in 1471. The fourth son was Sir John, wh‘o married 
Kli/ahetli, niece and heiress of William, lord Ferrers of G|*uby, and in her right became lord Ferrers. 
Sir Thomas, the fifth son, married Isabel, daiigl^fcr and hcircs.s of John Barre. Sir Edward, the sixth 
.>4»n, was slain in the battle of Wakefield. Fulk, the seventh son, died young; as did also a daughter, 

nunied Isahol. 

I 'J'his lady was married to John Devereux, lord Ferrers of Chartley. 
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Eightli, in their must important expeditions: he was also a man of a very superior ciiAi*. v. 
understanding. He lost his life by being thrown oft’ from an unruly horse, in 15U), 
having attained the age of seventy-seven years.* He married Mary, daughter and 
eo-heiress of Sir William Say, by whom he had Anne, his only cliild, who, in 1511, 
was married to Sir William Parr, baron of Kendal :f and tlie same year they, jointly, 
levied a fine, to secure the estates to their heirs. This proved a most untbrtunate 
match; for the Lilrly Anne lived in adultery with a person named Huntley, by whom 
she had several children, afterwards declared illegitimate by act of parliament: and, in 
1551, another act passed for annulling Lord ParFs marriage with Lady Anne, and 
ratifying a marriage he had newly contracted with Elizabeth, daughter of George 
Brook, lord Cobham. Yet, notwithstanding, the honours of the said Anne’s father 
were conferred upon Lord Parr; he being created earl of Essex, in 1543, with tht* 
same place and precedence as Henry Bourchier, earl of Essex, had: and he was 
advanced to the title of Mar<piis of Northampton in 151(1. In 1553, he was con- 
demned as a traitor for espousing the cause of J^acly Jaiui Grey; but, before the end 
of that year, he was resiortjd in bloo<l by act of pjirliameiit, thoiigli not to his honours 
nor to his estates; for Queen Mary granted the lordships and manors of Halstead, 

Stansted, Abels, Hedingham, Clavering, Lucases, Pritchards, and the capital house anti 
park of Stansted, to Sir Robert Rochester, controller of her household, who, by will, 
in 1577, gave the manors of Stansted and Abels to the poor of the house of Jesus at 
Shene, in Surrey; which house Indiig suppressed th(‘ year following, Queem Elizabeth 
restored the I^ord Parr, not only to his honours, but to the lordships of this town; 
and he kept court here at Bois Hall, in 15C1. In 1556, he purchastMl the reversion 
of these manors to him and his heirs for ever; and, four days afterwards, \;onveyed 
them to Sir William Waldegrave, of Smallbridge, in Suft’olk : who sc.Jd the manor of 
Stansted to Arthur Breamc, having previously sold the site* of the mansion of Stanstead 
Hall, with the outbuildings and a great part of the land, to^ John Holmsteil, master 
of the horse to the Earl of Oxford, at Hedingham. His daughlrtv by marriage, con- 
veyed this estate to Thomas French, of Halstead, who resided at Stansted Hall, and 
whose son Thomas sold the premises to Sir Oliver Luke, Sir Jlobert Cook, Sit* 

Henry Maxey, Nicholas Spencer, alid their heirs. It ii^fterwards became (he property 
of Abraham Jacob, oPwhose descendant, Sir Hildebrand, | it was purcliast»d by George 
Aufrene, Esq. 

• Arms of Hourchier. Argent, a cniss engrailed, or, between four water-buekets, sublc. Crest. A 
Saracen's head couped, sable, with an autil-;s cap, gules, turned up, or. 

t Ilis sister, Katliarine Parr, in I5t3, became the sixtji ipieen of King Henry the Eighth. 

: The fiimily of Jacob is of Horse Heath, in Cambridgeshire, and gave their name to Jacob’s maimr, in 

that parish : William Jacob died there in 1.531. Richanl, his son, was ot that place, and had estates also 
at Gamlingay ; he was the lather of Robert, who, by his wife Katharine, daughter and heiress of William 
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Several manors formerly belonged to this lortlsliip, whose names arc almost for- 
gotten, as their c*onrts and customs are become obsolete. 

The manor-house called Claverings was on the left-hand side of the road from 
Greenstr(M*t to Stisted; it was moated, and had a park. 

'I'lnj estate of Enchases is, the greater part of it, in the parish of Stisted. 

Pritchards is a farm adjoining to Markshall Woods. 

Perces, Persies, «)r Piers, was at the bottom of Greensted Greel^ on the left-hand 
>ide of the road to Stist(‘d ; part of the house has been converted into cottiigcs. The 
estate has belonged suc(^essively to the fairiilies of Moore, l^ilgrini, Alliston, Jacob, 
and Sal way. 

The hamlet of Cockshote is in Stansted lecit, and appears in records of the reign 
of King John: the chief* house belonging to it is on the right-hand side of the road 
from Halstead to l^arl’s Crdiu*, and yet rebuns the narnci of Parlebicms, deprived from 
an ancient family to whom it b<donged. It Avas purchased by Richard de Parlebien, 
of Sir John dc? Rourchier, in the year 1351 ; and was again sold, in 1368, to John 
Raiidolfj John Squier, and Joliii Ashford. In 1545, it was purchased of William 
Parr, earl of Essex, by John Little, the sou of Geofrey Little, of Colne Engaine, in 
whose family it continued for several generations, till Sarah, the only surviving 
daughter of Thomas Little, was marrie<I to Robert Bridge, by whom she had John 
Little Brulge, heir to the estate.* 

'^riiere is a handsome bous<» with an estiite, called Munchensies, which has also been 
name<l Blue Bridge; it is by the side of the road to Colchester. In the reign of King 
Edward the Third, this estate belonged to Walter Munebensy, from whom it took 
its name; and, in the time of Edward the Sixth, and of Philip and Mary, and Queen 
Elizabeth, it was in the possession of John Coggeshall, who, in 1563, greatly enlarged 
and improved tin* lumse; be died in 1000. It afterwards became the property of 
John Morley, Esq. Avho jjulle<l down the ohl building, and erected the present hand- 
Konn* mansion-lioifcfi of brick, with gardens and convenient out-houses. He was a 
man of an acute judgment; of pleasant and sometimes humorous conversation; a 
great speculator, furtiinate in his adventures, and celebrated as the greatest land-jobber 

Abraliaiii, of London, Inid Abraham, bis son and bi*ir, tin* pnrebaser of tho StansU'd estate. John Jacob, 
Esci. his second son, succeeded biin in this estate; be was born at GanilinKay, and a jtreat sufferer during 
the i^ivil wins. In l(Ui:L In- was kniu;bfcd, created a baroni't in I6()4, and died in IfidG. His eldest son 
and heir, Sir John Jaetd), bait, married Catharine, sister to Hildebrand, lord Allin^ton ; and, on his 
tU cease in n>7<>, \>as succeeded by bis son Sir John, who, in his youth, went into the army, nearly all his 
grainlfatbcr’s estates beinv: seized, for money he bad taken up’to lend to King Charles the First in his 
troubles : his son Hildebrand died before him, Icwiving a son, also nAmed Hildebrand, who succeeded his 
grandfather on his decease in 1739. 

* Ariii.s of Little. Sable, between two Angelics, a pillar crowned, or. Crest : on a wreath, a cock 
standing on a broad arrow, or, armed, and crested, gules. 
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in England. He was born at Halstead, in 1655, and died in 1732; leaving, by his chap. v. 
first wife, Dorothy, the youngest daughter of Sir John Jacob, of Stansted Hall, three ' 
sons and one daughter.* 

An ancient Greek inscription, forming ])art of a monument erected in a village near 
Sniyrnji, one hundred and fifty years before the birth of Clirist, in honour of Crato, a 
musician, was formerly placed as an ornament in one of the rooms of Munchensies: 
this is now in the possession of the Rev. Bridges Harvey, of Blackmore, th<» proprietor 
of this c*state. 

The estate named Ashfords is about a mile north from the church. The mansion Asiitord. 
was on the side of the road from IIalstc 2 id to Sudbury, where an elegant country seat 
has been erected by the late proprietor, Firmin de Tastet, Es<|. 

The manor-house of Hipworth Hall is about a mile north from the church, on rising Hip- 
groimd, not far distant from the road to 8ible ITedingham. The manor is of great 
anticpiity: it extemded into Gostield, Slble Iledingham, Great and Lilth* Maplestead, 
into Pebmarsh, and the town of Halstead. Hie family of Hipworth either gave tlieir 
name to, or took it from, this place, which is what belonged to William de W^irren, at 
the time of the general survey; and, according to tlie account given in Domesday-book, 
comprehend(»d not only Hi ji worth Ilfdl estate, but also Brook Street, Bradleys to the 
cut mapl(^ and tile-kiln, and Fitz- Johns; with Hulls mill, and another mill that was 
.above Hipworth Hall, where the site of the dam may yet b(‘ traced. The tract of 
meadows from Hulls mill to Box mill was also included. It jiassed from Richard 
Hipworth to John <le Bourchier, in 1365, whose grandson, Johli lord Bourchier, died 
in possession of it, in 1400; and his son Bartholomew, lord Bourchier, made it part 
of his emlowinent of Bourchier’s College, or Chantry, in Halstead.f On the disso- 
lution of chantries. King Edwjird the Sixth granted this, with all Its revenues, to 
Willi.am Parr, manpiis of Northampton, who, in 1551, sold Hipworth to 'Hiomas 

♦ Arms of Morloy, granted in 1722. Vert; three leopard’s faee> in pale, ^essaiit each a ileur-de- 
lis, argent. Crest: on a wreatii, a deiiii-man proper, habit«*d azure, lined argent, liolding a pole-axe 
bend wise, or ; the head proper, with a steel cup, and a plume of thiec feathers^ fust gules, seeoiid or^ 
third azure. Xec errnt nee rm«/. 

Mr. Morley was distinguished by eeeentririty of eondiiet, and some singuiip* traits oi eiiaraeter. Having 
been bred a buteher, he hdnoured this business by annually killing a pig, hi or near the market-place of 
his native town, and receiving a groat for his trouble. Various aneedotes are related, whieh give* a 
tolerable idea of that part of his eharaetcr on a|'eouiit of whieh hi* was i*alle<l a humorist ; we aiV in- 
formed that, on some account or other, he had got introduced into a eompaiiy of persons far above his 
own rank in society; among these, a certain lord, meaning to ridinile or to [»a.ss a joke upon him,, sud- 
denly exclaimed, in an affected tone, “ I sii^ell a butcher !” “ It is true, my lord,” answered Mr. Morley, 

“ I am a butcher, and your forefather might have heenNif the same business : but, if he had, you would 
never have been a lord.” 

t A court leet' belonging to the honour of Clare was formerly kept here ; it was called Horainites lect, 

Horold, or Hurraunts, from a family name. 
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Gutter; froirj whom it passed to John Holmsted, and successively became the pro- 
perty of the families of Green, Fuller, and Plumbc; in whose posterity it continued 
till till? year 1621, when it wfis purchased by John Fohe, and by Nicholas Aylett, in 
1649, who was succeeded in this possession by Osgood Gee, Esq. 

Appendages to this manor are Rrook Street House, pleasantly situated near a brook 
on the left-hand side of the road from Halstead to Sible Iledingham; the old house 
has been pulled down, and a handsome mansion <?rected. Bradleys is on the right- 
hand side of the road from Hipworth Hall Bridge to White Horse Green, and to 
Gosfield. Fitz-Johns is on the right-hand side (»f the road to Dynes Hall. It for- 
merly belonged to Sir John Bourchlcr, and, in modern times, to the honourable Earl 
Tilney; as also the estates of Stuhleys and the Wash. 

Sloe House was formerly a manor, which, in the time of the Saxons, belonged to 
a thane named IJlwine; it Avas given by the Conqueror to Aubrey de Vere, and 
remained in that noble family a considerabh* time; yet the demesne lands had become 
till* property of the Fitz- Andrew family in the lime of King John, and were purchased 
«)f William Fitz-Aiidrew, by John de Bourehic?r, in the year 1316; whose great 
grandson, Sir Bartholomciw Bourehier, when he founded a chantry at Halstead, made 
this a part of the endoAvment; and it was granted, aft(?r tluj suppression, to William, 
inanpiis of Northampton; wlni sohl it, in 1565, to Philip Hunwick, whose family 
retained possession of it till the year 1642, Avhen Thomas Hunwick sold it to Robert 
Po(d, of Belchamp Walter; from Avhoin it afterwards passed to Thomas Guyon, of 
Coggeshall, Avhose son sold it to James Sparrow, of Bradleys. Afterwards, it became 
tlu» property of (Hilaries Hanbury, Esq. Avho pulled down the ohl building, and erected 
an elegaAit mansion-house, situated very pleasantly on high ground, at a considerable 
distance from the river Cedne, from Avhich it gradually ascends. 

hVorn this station the town of Halstead forms an interc^sting part of a limited, but 
beautiful prosp(»ct, hounded by iiigh hinds, richly cultivated; handsome farm houses, 
and extensive AvooflfaTid plantations. The house is a very Jiandsome modern building, 
in every part of it exhibiting the appearance of good taste and convenient arrangement. 
*It is the seat of C.* J. Cook, Esq. 

fSlough House, improperly Kuiucd SIoav House, *is an adjoining farm.* 

()tln?r estates in this parish mentioned in records are Partriches, on the extremity 
of tjie parish towards Gostield; Constantines, also named Stair Stile, near Ashford 
Eodgi^; and the Cangle on the north-east exfremity of the parish. Playstow House 
Tiess southward toward Stisted, as does also Playstow Farm, which is distinct from it, 
and belongs to the trustees of Mrs. Graiisden’s charity to a school at Deptford; also 
(irecMistreet Hall, Rebels, Blaidunore liall, and Frogs Hall. 

Phis (‘Staff l)cl(nuts to .uam Scwfll, Ks(j. of the €'incu'nt family of the Sowells of Honny; one (»f the 
ancestors of this ^entlctnaii first introduced the inanufactiire of hays and says into Halstead. 
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Grcensted Green is surrounded by numerous houses, constituting a considerable 
village; there is an iron foundery here, belonging to Mr. Hayward, wHich employs 
a number of workmen ; it has also a smithery attached to it, and agricultural imple- 
ments, and machinery of every description are made here. 

Halstead Lodge, on elevated ground above the river Colne, southward, and not far 
distant from Greensted Green, is the seat of James Brewster, Esq. 

The Hoo, (»r How, is the Saxon name, yet rebiined by a farm with a good house, 
on a hill, as the name imports: it is near the town, on the side of the Hcdiiigham road: 
the prospect from this place is of wide extent, and agreeably diversified. 

The church of Halstead is of apparent antiquity, having undergone frequent and 
considerable alterations. The whole building has been covered with calcareous 
cement, and internally has been closely pewed, and also a gallery (‘rected for the 
accoininodatioii of a numerous congregation. It is dedicated to St. Andrew, and has 
a nave, two side aisles, and a chancel. A stpiare tower contains six bells, above which 
there is a wooden spire; this spire is the third that has been erected on the pr(»sent 
tower, the two first having been destroyed by lightning. The first spire was struck 
and took fire in 1701 ; when, to prevent the spreailing of the flames, the supporters 
were sawn asumler, an<l it fell into the church-yard. But a very handsome new one 
was erected by Mr. Samuel Fiske, at his own expemse, which donation is recorded on a 
tablet of copper, fixed against the south wall of t he chancel. The scjcond spire being in a 
similar manner destroyed, this third <u*octionhas been seemred liy an electric.'al conductor. 

This church was originally a rectory, having two re(;tors and two patrons; of the 
first moiety, Hugh dc Cressiiig had the a])propriatu)ii, which he sold to Harvey de 
Borehnm, afterwards <leau of St. Paul’s. Of the other moiety, the priory and convent 
of I^<?es were the patrons, who, on the solicitation of the dean, gave it to be invested 
with the other portion; and John do Chlswell, bishop of I.ondon, a))out the year 1276, 
for the increase of the portions of the minor canons aud vicars of his cathedral, granted, 
out of till! profits of this church, eight pounds yearly to the minpr Ainons, and thirteen 
pounds to the vicars choral; and ordaine<l aud endowed a perpetual vicarage here, which 
has remained in the collation of his successors. The vicarjige has a good and conveiiiei'«t 
mansion near the church, which liAs been improved by several successive incumbents. 

In 1840, Ilol)ert Bourchicr, earl of Essex, and lord chancellor of England, obtained 
a licence from King Henry the Third, to found a college or chantry in this church, 
for a master and priests; aud procured leave from tin* Pope to appropriate to ft the 
church of Sible Hedingham, and other valuable endowments: he did not live tj) 
complete this undertaking, but it *vas effected by Bartholomew, lord Bourchief, his 
grandson. The endowment Was for five? pr?csts and a master,, to perform divine ser- 
vice in the churcli at Halstead, for the souls of Roliert, lord Bourchier, and Margaret, 
his wife; John, lord Boucliier, and Maud, his wife; Bartholomew, lord Bourchier, 
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and Margaret and Idonca, his wives, tlieir parents, benefactors, and all the faithful 
deceased. The revenues of this institution were granted, at the suppression, to Wil- 
liam Parr, niarcpiis of Northampton. The college, or chantry-house, was in a central 
sitimtiou in the town. 

Where the highway from Braintree and Gosfielcl meet, there was formerly a chapel, 
dedi<!ated to the Holy Trinity. Some time ago the foundations were easily traced, for- 
ming a triangle, the sides ol‘ which were sixty-five, and the base sixty-six feet in length. 
A house and garden, and some laud, on the place where the building stood, is yet 
known by the name of Chapel Hill. 

(3n the south side of the chancel, a bniss tablet bears the following memorial: 

“ Joliii i\!orl(‘y, to the nicinory of liis jjood friend and neiglilnjur, dedientes this 
plate. Ohiit April 21, 17 IH, letat. fri, Saiiiiiel Fiske. By descent a gentleman, by 
profession an aputlieeary. In his practiee, honest, knowinjj, successful : in his life, 
pious, just, and charitable. The riches he accpiired he ^ised as the means of doing 
good. A friend to the public, a father t(»the poor; a great benefactor to this town 
of Halstead, more jiartieulariy ; the spire of this church, burnt down by lightning, 
he rehuiit at his own expense, anno 1717.** 

Mr. Prior, the poet, being a fretpient visitor of Mr. Morlcy, wrote the following 
effusion, on occasion of the occurrence referred to in the conclusion of this inscription: 


“ View not this spire by measure given, 
To buildings raised t)y common hands 
That fabric rises high us heaven. 
Whose basis on devotion stands. 
While yet we draw this vital bns'ith, 
We can our faitli and hope declare, 
lliit charity iK'^ond our death 
Will ever in our works appear. 


Blest be he called among good men , 

Who to his Clod this column raised : 
Though lightning strike the tiome again, 
'I'hc man who built it shall be praised ; 
Yet spires and towns in dust shall lie. 
The weak efforts of liuiiiaii pains ; 

And Faith and Hope themselves shall die, 
While deathless Charity remains.” 


Against the same wall,, in the chancel, another plate of brass bears the figure of a 
woman praying, witli*two hoys before, and three girls behind her, in tlic same atti- 
tude, and an infant on its hack, Uudcriieath is this inscription: 

“ Here licth Elwcaheth, the wife of John Watson, the daughter of John Coggeshall, 
g«»nt. who was buried Feb. 2.%, 16()4* ” 

In the south .aisle of tlitj church there are two tombs, with two figures on each; one 
of them represents a knight templar and his lady, supposed to be of the Bonrehier 
family,* of Stansted Hall. According to this 'probable conjecture, the persons repre- 
w'nted by these elfigies have been Imricd above four hundre<l years. There was for- 
merly another monument here of a similar description. 

• 

* Buhert Bourcliier, l<»nl chancellor in the reign of King Edward the Third, was buried here, and also 
Bartholomew, lord Bourchior, on whose tomb wa.s inscribed: ** Btartholomew, lord Bourcliier, who died 
May 8, 1402.** 
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All ancient marble munumeiit, on the north side of the chancel, hears th^ following*- : 

“ Breviore volvUiir orbo iiiciiioria jnsti vivit x'ternuiii. 

“ Here lieth the body of Sir Stiiiiuel Tryoii, Knight and Baronet, of his name the 
first, owner and lord of this town ; who, while be lived, was a man sound in religion, 
well inclined to the poor, not injurious to any. F(»r his lib(*rality and gentle life, 
second to few of his rank ; for the endowments of his mind, they were, to those that 
knew him, irxtraordinary. His death gave full testimony to the world of the sincerity 
of his heart. He ended his life the eighth day of March, 1620, mtatis siia; 16, leaving 
behind him dame PUi/.abetli, his widow, who erected tins monument; by whom he 
had one son. Sir Samuel Tryon, living, ami one daughter deceased. He gave this 
town a fair present gift, and (in case of contingency) a large pious be<iuest in per- 
petuity. 

“ Vixit siia tempore nosq. sequemiir.” 

A black marble moiiument, against a pillar opposite to tlie south wall, bears an 
inscription to the memory of Edmund King, gent, of the parish of Halstead, who 
departed this life the eleventh day of January, he, by his will, gave one hun- 

dred pounds to buy lands, the rent of which Avas to bf» employed in buying bread 
weekly, for the poor of this toAvn, and the poor of the hamlet. But if any of the poor 
absent themselves from the church on Sunday without cause, to be dismissed from 
that relief one whole year; those who live in the hamlet are allowed to be absent two 
days in every year, on account of their living at a greater distance. 

Other charitable benefactions: — A grammar-school was founded here in 1594, by 
Dame Mary Ilamsoy, for forty poor children of llalsttqid and Colne Engjiine ; or, in 
default of a sufiicient number from those places, the number wanted was to be chosen 
from the children of the poor inhabitants within tin* circuit of eight miles of the former. 
The foundress of this school committed the care of it to Christ’s Ilospittil, in London. 
The endowment is twenty pounds a year, and a house. 

In 1571, William Bendlowes, Esq. serjeant-at-laAl^, gave fan annuity of twenty 
shillings to the poor, payable out of lauds and tenements in Great ami Little 
Bardfield. 

In 1593, William Wood, of this parish, settled lands, called Nubbanls, and a 
house, in trustees, charging them Avfth an annuity of twelve slpllings to the poor of 
Halstead. 

In lf)36, Mr, William Thurstone, of this parish, citizen of London, out of a far^n 
called Ashfords, gave to the then vicars of Hulsteafl, and Easton, in Huntingdonshire, 
and their successors for ever, the sum of tAveiity shillings each annually, and the saiqe 
sum yearly to the poor of each of the^le parishes for ever. He appointed the ministers 
of Halstead and Easton, and their succ(*ssors, trustees of this gift, and for their trou- 
ble gave them the growth of the underwood at Ashfords; but a dispute arising, con- 
cerning this underwood, a decree in Chancery, made in 1638, settled in trustees a 
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piece of feij ground, for the sure payment, annually, of six pounds to the vicars and 
their successors. 

In 178.‘1, Elizabeth Holmes, spinster, left a legacy of four thousand pounds, of the 
interest of Avhich, ninety-four pounds is to be given yearly, in two pound portions, to 
decayed housekeepers, who have not received parish assistance, and the remainder to 
be given in bread and clothing for the poor; for keeping in repair (pertain monuments, 
and for various other purposes mentioned in the will.* The Rev. John Manistre, 
A.M.,f formerly felloAv of King’s College, Cambridge, and rector of Stower Provost, 
with Tcidberc, in the county of Dorset, on his death, in 1820, bc(|ueath(Ml to the poor 
of this parish the sum of .£80 per annum, to purchase the best wheateii bread for 
distribution evciry Sunday, to twenty poor persons who shall frequent this church; but 
not to any dissenter or dissenters whatever. 

Mr. Samuel Fiske gave the first bell, the cost of which was £30; and also built the 
spir(! at the charge of £100. 

Mr. Joseph Barnard gave the rails and the altar-piece, which cost £3. 

The brass branches for lighting the church cost £35, and were given by Mr. John 
Morley. 

Mr. Robert Fiske gave the altar-piece of Moses and Aaron, which cost £75. 

Mr. Andrew Unmount gave 5s. yearly for the repairs of the church; and for the 
same purpose, John Tyketon, when vicar here, gave tenements, Avith a garden. Also 
out of an ondiard; called Alms Croft, 3.v. 4(/. yearly Avas given; and ten acres of land, 
called Conies, lying on the north-east of the estate of Blamsters, 

Th(» population of Halstc'ad parish, in 1821, Avas three thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-eight; and, in 1831, the number of inhabitants Avas four thousand six hundred 
and thirty-sevl'ii. 


PKDMARSIl. 

This parish is ten miles in circumfenmcc*, and lies ‘nortliAvard from the town of 
Halstead, from Avhich it is distant four, and from London forty-nine miles. 

A nuiiiber o( new buildings give the! village a /’oirifortablc and pleasant appearance ; 
and a silk factory, erefeted on a small stream that passes through it, employs a consi- 
derable number of the inhabitants. The name, in records, is Avritten Bepeners, P(»- 
b('n(»rs, Pebenhurst, Pedmarsh, Pedmersh,^ Pevermersh, Pebmarsh, the etymology 
unktioAvn. The soil is of various descriptions; too heavy and tenacious for turnips, 

i ' 

* A liiritt' inarbli' t.'iblo, a,i(aiu.st tbe wall ot; the nortli aisle, lecites at large the particulars of this 
bnjmst. 

t A imiriil nuuiuineiit, ill the chancel, informs us that Mr, Manistre diet! oii the 10th of December, 
I8‘26, a^cd j it also recites the particulars of this charity. 
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but much of it good land, and suitable for hops.^ This district, in the Confessor’s CHAP. v. 
reign, was in the possession of several freemen, and eighteen sochmen; and at the 
general survey belonged to Roger Bigot, or Bigod, whose under tenant was named 
Garengey; some of the lands were also holden by Richard, son of Earl Gislebert, 
lor<l of Clare. Afterwards, these estates were divided into four manors. 

The manor-house of Pebmarsh,f also named Fitz-Rafes, is in Pebmarsh Street, Manor of 
near the brook; at one end of the building there is an ancient chapel, and there was 
formerly a castle not far distant, the place where it stood yet retaining the name of 
Castle Meadow. 

This lordship was a long time retained by the Bigot family. Hugh Bigot, the son 
of Roger, was steward of the household to King Henry the First, created earl 
of the East Angles, or Norfolk, by King Stephen, and died in 1177. Roger, his son, 
succeeded, whose successor was his second son, Hugh, who died in 1220; and Roger 
Bigot, tlie succeeding carl, in 12 ^< 6 , obtained the office of marshal of England, on the 
death of William Marcschal, earl of Pembroke. The last of this family was Roger Bkot fa- 
Bigot, who is placed among the first English patriots. He joined the Earl of Here- 
ford and others in opposing a levy demanded by King Edward the First, for an exp<‘- 
dition into Flanders; as also the pa 3 '^mcnt of a tax which had been granted to that 
king; and obtained a confirmation of the Great Charter, and the Cliarter of the 
1^'orests, as also the articles called Articuli super Chartas, Having no issue. King 
Edward became his heir, to whom he surrendered all his right to the earldom of Nor- 
folk, and marshalship of E^land, in 1302. Peter Neirford held one fee and a half in 
Pebmarsh of this earl; he was of the famous family of the N(urfords of Norfolk. Earl 
Bigot died in 1307; and, in 1312, King Edward the Second conferred the .earldom 
of Norfolk, and the marshalship of England, upon his brother, Thoma8.de Brotherton, 
the fifth son of King Edward the First, who died in 1338: and this estate seems to 
have been parcel of the earldom of Norfolk, and inseparable from it. From the Bro- 
therton family it passed, by marriage, to John, lord Mowbray,, esirl of Nottingham, 
also constituted marshal of England. His grandson, John, lord Mowbra^^, became 
Duke of Norfolk, and died in 1432, possessed, among other largQ estates, of half a» 
fee in Pebmarsh, formerly holden by Peter dc Neirford. His sister Margaret, mar- 
ried to Sir Robert Howard, conveyed the title of duke of Norfolk to that family. 

A family named Fitz-Ralph afterwards took the surname of De Pebmers, and ^ 
anciently held the demesne lands of this manor. William, son of Ralph, or b^itz- mti}.* 
Ralph de Pebmers, and Agnes, his wife, lived here in the reign of King Henry the* 

Third. Sir William de Pebmers tnas their son, who was tiie father of William; of 

• . 

* • 

* Average iinniial produce per acre — wheat 18, barley 32, oats 32 bushels. 

t This manor was holden of the honour of Castle Hedinghain, by the service of a fourth of a 
knight’s fee. 
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Ralph, a priest; anti of two daughters. William Fitz- Ralph, the eldest 80 % had ex- 
tensive possessions in this and many neighbouring parishes ; he held here, in particular, 
half a knight’s fee of Roger Mortimer, earl of March, who died in 1398. The chil- 
dren of Willuuji Fitz- Ralph, were Ralph, Laurence, Lora, married to Sir Thomas 
CoriKJth, and Catharine, to Sir Robert Belct. Ralph, the eldest son, and the last of 
the family that took the surname of Pebmers, was the father of John Fitz- Ralph, who 
married Mariona, daughter and c<)-heiress of Sir Thomas Mortimer, of the Morti- 
mers of Attilborough, in Norfolk, an ancient and noble family, whose inheritance 
came into that of Fitz- Ralph. John Fitz- Ralph had by Mariona, his son and heir 
John, whose grandson, John, was the last male of the tlirect line of this family;* who 
dying in 1410, a very considerable cistate descended to his sister Elizabeth, which she 
conveyed by marriage to Sir Robert Cliamberlayii ;f and one of the family sold this 
manor to Thomas lledingfield. Esq., Avhose son. Sir Henry Bedingfield, sold it to 
Charles Cornwallis, Esq., from whom it was conveyed successively, to Roger Gwyn, 
Nicholas Manning, Es(|. in 1(133, and to Sir Harbottle Grimston. 

Dag worths is only a reputed manor ; it is on the left-hand side of the road from 
Pebmarsh to Sudbury, in Panimc?r’s Street. It was named from a family who were 
possess(»d of it, and who were suc(!eeded by Fitz- Ralph, Chamberlayn, Bedingfudd, 
Manning, and by Henry Bingham, whose son, Adam Bingham, sold it to Thomas 
Carter, of Sudbury, who, in 170(5, by will, settled this manor, Walshes, and other 
lands in P(*bmarsh, in trustees, for the us(» of the poor of Sudbury. 

The manor of Polhey, or I’ooley, anciently called the hamlet of Policy. At the 
time of the survey, William dc Warren had lands here; and in Domesday-book the 
name is j^vritten Polhei. From the time of Henry the Third to Richard the Second, 
a family of some note resided here, who took their surname from the place; and, in 
J331', it was in the possession of Ralf Ic Hunt, from whose family the manor-house 
took the name of Hunt’s Hall, which it has retained to the [>r(*sent time. In the year 
MOO, it belonged i(f \he Fitz- Ralph family, and afterwards to the families of Cham- 
herlayn, Gwyn, Manning, Johnson, Hammond, to Sir Harbottle Grimston in 1663, 
•;ind afterwards to Jluj K(!v. Thomas Bernard. 

The lands of this manor meet those of Halstead parish, into which they formerly 
extended, having pOsse*s»ions also in Buhner, Ashen, and Twinsted; it was subor- 
dinate to the manor of Stansted, under whom it was holden by a family surnamed 
llanningfield, in the reign of King Edward*the Second. Sir William Hannitigfield 
•is believed to have lived and died here, for his arms were in the windows of the 

church. U afterwanls belonged to the families* of Brockdish, Darcy, Ayleward, 

• ‘ 

* Arms c»f Filz-Halpli. Or, throe fhovronols, guli*.s; on eacli three iloiir-dc-lis, ar^'cnt. 

t Arms of Chaiiihfrlayn. Argmit, fiTtt(*, on a chief .sable, three plates, or, torteaiix. Crest. On a 
torse or and gules, a lioi>e’.'i liead erased, gorged with a crown. . 
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Basset, Bonham, Maxey, Church, Moriton, and Glover, in 1699; and afterwards chap. v. 
passed to Earl Tilney. Stanley Hall is a good building, of considerable antiquity, sur- ~ 
rounded by a moat; it is about a mile west from the church. 

The mansion-house, called Spoons Hall, is recorded to liave belonged to the feinily Spoons 
of Ford, of Great Horkesley. Willuun Ford held it in 1501; Robert succeeded in 
1504; after whom, a second and a third William, and John, whose daughter Eleo- 
nora married Thomas Bendish, who in her right held a moiety of Spoons Hall. 

After having belonged to individuals of the ntunes of Warren, Gwyn, and Manning, 
it became the property of Sir Harbottle Grimston, Bart, in 1667. 

The lands belonging to the manor of Bonets, or Poults, are chiefly in this parish, Unm ts. 
but the manor-house is in that of Bulmer. 

Hunt’s Hall is a tenement about a mile westwiu’d from the church; it was also Hunt's 
named Old Hall; and a building, called the Great-house, anciently belonged to John 
at the Cangell, then to the Polleys, and afterwards to Hunt, from whence it took the 
name of Hunt’s tenement, and was holden of the manor of Goldingtons in Colne 
Engainc. From the year 1427 to 1652, it belonged to a family named Sewell, and 
was stdd, by Edmund Sewell, to Ihomas Cooke of tliis parish, whose ancestors setun 
to have had a sntall estate here, in 1520. 'I’his 'nioin.-is Cooke wiis colonel of the 
militia in this county during the civil wars, and, as Mr. Holman remarks, “ was a groat 
Oliverian; a busy and vexatious sequestrator, who made all fiir and near tremble in the 
days of his greatness, and lived to see himself as much slighted. He had Wickham 
St. Paul’s, belonging to the dean and chapter, which he stripped of all the wood and 
timber.” He was, with several others, created doctor of civil law at Oxford, and in 
1651.,* was one of the knights of the shire for Essex, in Cromwell’s parliament. His 
son-in-law, Anthony Parsons, was his heir; who was succeeded by Mv. Henry Sykes, 
apothecary, and the estate afterwards belonged to Ssimucl Uuggles, Esq. 

1 he church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, lias spacious side aisles, separated Chunh. • 
from the nave by light pillars, supporting Gothic arches; it has a clmncel, and a tower 
containing five bells. This ’church has been lately repaired, new pewed, and a gidlery 
erected. , 

The rectory originally belonged to the prio'ry of St. John the Baptist, of Clare, m 
Suffolk, which contained seven prebends, founded by Eluric, *in the time of Edward 
the Confessor. This church was the endowment of the fifth prebend, namml Swains. 

In 1090, the priory was given to the nbbey of Bee, in Normandy, by Gilbert de 
Clare, son of Richard Fitz-Gilbert, carl of Brion;f and ndien the revenues of the* 
alien priories were seized by King.Edward the Third, this church, us part of them, 
came to the crown, and, in 1376, was presented by Lionel, duke of Clarence; it 

* Wood’s Fasti, vol. ii. col. 97. 

+ Monastic. Anglic, vol. i. p. 1005. 
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afterwards passed to the Fitz-Ralphs, and other lords of this manor. It has a g[lcbe 
of twenty acres. 

The! rent arising from a small piece of laud in this parish is appropriated to the 
relief of the poor. 

In 1821, there were six hundred and one, and, in 1831, six hundred and forty-two 
inhabitants in this parish. 


ALPIIAMSTONE. 

The parish of Alphamstone extends northward from Pebmarsh, and is fifteen miles 
in circumference; distant from Halstead four, and from London fifty miles. 

It occupies a hilly situation, and the soil is of various kinds, genenilly forming good 
land, on a clay bottom.^ 

'File name is believed to have been from Alpliam, or Alfein, a Saxon proprietor. 
Part of the lands belonged to the abbey of St. Edmundsbury, and the other portion 
was in the possession of* Richard Filz-Gilbert, at the time of the survey; afterwards 
they were divide<l into four manors. 

Bures hamlet is reckoned part of this parish, but is rated distinctly to the land-tax. 

The manor of Alphamstone has the mansion near the church; it is named Glees, 
from an ancient owner. 

The abbot and convent of St. Edmundsbury were lords of this part of the parish, 
who held it under the honour of Clare: and their under tenants were the families ol‘ 
Fitz-Jeffries, Glees, and Cressener; it Ccime to the Payne family in 151-0. 

Sir TJioinas Payne, of Market Bosworth, was the father of William, who had five! 
<laiight(!rs and seven sons; of these, the eldest was Edward Payne, Esq. the first of the 
family who had possession of this estiite. lie was succeeded by his son Henry, whose 
two sons wc're, Henry, >yho ha<l this manor with other estates, and Thomas, who had 
Little Honny. Oil flu! ilcath of Henry Payne, the eldest son, in 1606, he left by his wife 
Susan, daughter of William Berift', of Aldham Hou, two daughters, Tabithaand Susan, f 
‘the latter of whoiv <lied young; and the elder was married to Samuel Bigg, descended 
from John Bigg, of llidgwell, \n the rei^ of Ileni^ the Sixth, and whose grandson was 
owner of Barwick Hall,* in Toppesfield. Samuel Bigg, on his*ileath, in 1639, left an 
onl^y son, Samuel, who married Barbara, daughter of George Watts, of Norwich, by 
whom ho had many children, who all died before their father, except William, who 
• was a lawyer, scuttled at Lamarsh, and Jemima, who was married to John Bruce, Esq. 

»> ‘ 

♦ Avi’ram* annual prddiirc piT acre— wheat barley 32, oats 39 bushels. 

t Anns of Payne. On a fesse, gules, three mtiscles voided, or; between three martlets sable: a bor- 
der engrailed, gules, charged with twelve annulets, or. Crest. A fox’s liead erased, azure ; charged with 
annulets. 
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Samuel Esq.* the father, in 1685, sold Glees Hall to Edmund Plummc, Esq. 
who left it to Philip Hammond, Esq. of Stsinsted, in Suffolk. This manor was for- 
merly called Normandies, and had a park. 

The manor-house of Boxted Hall is on the left-hand side of the road from Alpham- 
stone church to Honny and Lamarsh. It is in a low situation, by the side of a running 
stream. The martor is very small. It is^iamed from the family of Boxted, who had 
possession of it as early as the reign of King Henry the Third: it has also been called 
Le Mote, from having a moat, some traces of which may yet be discerned. The 
Boxted family were succeeded by those of Baker, Strutt, and Parke. 

J. Start, Esq. the present proprietor of this estate, is making great improvements 
by draining and laying out the ground near the house as a park; the house is a hand- 
some modern building, in good repair. 

The manor of Ferrers is in Bures hamlet, and the mansion is on the left-hand aide 
of the road from Earl’s Colne to Bures. John de Ferrers, of the noble family of 
Ferrers, earls of Derby, liebHhis manor in the reign of King Edward the Second, 
from whom it has derived its name. It was afterwards holden by a person named 
John Mortimer, but appears to have been conveyed to the ancient family of Cressener 
by marriage, on whi<?h a<r(*ount they bore, on their coat armour, six horse-slux^s, the 
original arms of the Ferrers.f 

The progenitors of tin? Cressener family came from Normandy, soon after the Con- 
<juest, and were seated at Ilaukendon and Reed, in Suffolk, from whence they branched 
out into Norfolk and Essex, about thc^ time of Henry the Fourth. 'Fhey ennobled 
their blood by marrying into the illustrious houses of Mortimer, lords of Attilborough 
and F(»rrers, by which means they became possessed of the manors of Mortimers and 
Ferrers: as also by alliance of William Cressener, of ITaukendon, wntli Margaret, 
relict of Richard, lord Scrope, of Bolton, daughter of Ralph Nevilles the first earl of 
Westmoreland, from which connexion the Cresseners of Morley, in Norfolk, and 
the fjimily at Earl’s Colne, are lineally descended. Ralph Cressener, at the time of 
his death in HJl, held the manor of Ferrers of the heirs of the Earl of March and 
of the King, and lauds in Lamarsh, of the heirs of the Eiwl of Kifut; and Robert^; 
supposed to have been his brother, hdld this estate at the time ofjiis decease, in M 14 .J 

* Anns of Big}?: Ermine, on a fessc engraik'd, sable, three annulets between tliree martlets of the? second. 
Crest: On ii helmet mantled, argent and gules, a tyeafh argent and sa]>le, surmounted with a eoeatriee’s 
head, beaked and crowned, or, coupeel at the? wings, whirh are displayed, vert. 

t is written, in records, Cressimere, Cresencr, Creseiuu-, Crcsseii, Cressener, Cressenor, 

Cressiner, Cressenoiir, Crcssinc, Chressenefr,* Crcssiiigcr, Creslial, Cresnore, Cresnure, Cressour, Cres* 
venor, Gessenor. 

X Walter Cressener lived about this time, and is understood to have been Williaiii’s brother; he was 
messenger to the king’s council, and had a pursuivant attending him. He was also governor of the Castle 
of Crotoy, in France, for which he had two hundred marcs, in 1437. j'lnstis^s Collevtion, 
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HOOK If. But Williaip, the son and heir of Ralph, succeeding to this estate, married (as before 
mentioned) Margaret Neville, half sister to Cecily, mother to King Edward the 
Fourth, and by her had Alexander, John, and Ralph. He died in 1454, and his lady 
in 1461. Alexander, his eldest son, was sheriff of Suffolk and Norfolk, in the time of 
Edward the Fourth. He was one of the gentlemen summoned in 1483, to be created 
knights of the bath at the intended coronafion of King Edward the Fifth, this family 
being much athiched to the house of York.**^ He married Cecily, daughter of Sir 
Johii Ratcliff, ancestor of the c»arls of Sussex, and had by her John; Thomas, who 
married Elianore, daughter of Sir Edward Woodhouse, of Kimberley; Edward and 
William, who died young; and three daughters, Joaiie married to Sir Robert 
Dyinock, the champion; Elizabeth, prioress of Hartford ; and Editha. Besides this 
manor and other lands in this parish, he held extensive possessions in Norfolk and 
Suffolk. He died in 1498, John, his eldest son, having died before him, leaving a son, 
John Crossein'r, wlio succeeded his grandfather. He was with King Henry the 
Eighth at the siege of Tournay, in 1513, where he, with several other brave men, 
re(;eivcd the honour of knighthood for his valorous conduct. He married Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir lliomas Lestrange, by whom he had John, his son and heir; and 
Elizabeth, married to Robert Balain, Estp of Walsoken, in Norfolk, Sir John Cres- 
sener died in 1536, and was succeeded by his son, who was of Morley, in Suffolk ;f 
he, in 1546, sold this manor to Henry Payne, Es({. and thus ended the capital line of 
the Cressenor family, in Essex; but a younger branch remained at Earl’s Colne. J 


• Tliomas, supposifd to be Alcxamler’s next brollicr, in 1194, was accused favouring the cause of 
Perkin \yarbcck against Henry tlic .Seventh, and narrowly escaped condemnation. 

t Anns of Cressener : ArKCiit, on a bend engrailed, sable, three cross erosslets fitelie, or. Crest : A 
lioness's head and neek erased, fiules, with a collar and chain, or; on the neck, a cinquefoil arcfcnt. 

♦ George Cressener, Ksq. of fUatherwick, in Nfu tliaiiiplonshire, was buried under a inarhle stone in the 
south ai.sle of the church of, Karl's Colne, IMay 29, 1(510. Edward Cre.s.sener was his son and licir, and, 
by Kli/.abetli, ilauglitf i^o/ Richard Halsall, Esq. of IMcridcn, in Warwickshire, he liad George, his eldest 
surviving son; Jolin, and several .sons and daughters. He died in* 1048, and was buried in the same 
grave with his fattier; his widow also died in 1649, and tlieir son, George Cre.s.sener, of Earl's Colne, was 
their .succes.Hor; lie* was bred to llie law. Mary, daughter of John Haling, brewer, of St. Gile.s’s, 
Cripplogate, he had five son.s and five daughter; of tlic.seH-fbvard was buried at Karl’s Colne, in lObO. 
George was a student at Cairtlir|dge, and of the Inner Temple, London, He»died in 107(5, and was buried 
near his brother. Humphrey died in 1(508, and lies buried in Colne church ; John, the third, and Edward 
thV fifth son, siirviv(*d their father. The five, daughters were, Mary, married to Nathaniel Sibley, of 
London: she died in 1077, and was buried at Earl’s Colne. Elizabeth, married to Nathaniel llcekford, 
draper, of Halstead. Sibilla, married to Thoiiia.s Savillc^ Esq. of Colne Engainc. Rosamond, married to 
Mr. Wrai;g, of Chelmsford; and Hester, who died untnarvifed, and was buried at Earl's Colne, in 1(579. 
George, the father, died in 1(577, aged fifty-nin«, and Mary, his widow, survived him only a few months. 
John, their third son, lived on the estate at Earl's Colne, and was justice of the peace in the reigns of 
King William, Queeti Anne, and King George the First. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Edward 
Frunklyn, of Middlesex, and Great Uuttesbury, Essex, by Martha his wife, daughter of Thomas Aylct, Esq. 
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This manor, from the Payne family, passed to those of Waldegrave, Pelham, Moore 
of Shalford, and to Osgood Hanbury, Esq. 

Peyton Hall belongs to a small estate, which is part of what was formerly a manor 
of some importance, and belonged to a branch of the family whose name it bears; the 
foundations of the original building are yet discernible; it has been pulled down, and 
tli(i present smaller erection supplies its place, which is by the side of the road from 
Pebmarsh to Burfis and Lamarsh. In the reign of King Edward the Second, this 
estate belonged to Geofrey Baldwin; in 1516, to Sir Robert Lovel; and, in 1544, 
to Margaret Muriel, widow. The manor afterwards belonged to a branch of the 
noble family of Waldegrave, who also had Ferrers, with other possessions. From 
this family it passed, by marriage, to that of Wincol, of Twinsted Hall. It afterwards 
passed successively to several proprietors, and became the property of Osgood Han- 
bury. Esq. 

The church is an ancient building, on an <!minence which commands a prospect of 
great extent. The walls are of Hint, the windows small and narrow, particularly at 
the (iast end; it has a low south aisle, leaded, and tin* nave and cliancel are tiled. 

The r(‘ctory htdonged to the manor of Glees Hall, and, in the time of King Henry 
tlip Third, was given to the al)I)ey and canons of Waltham Holy Cross, from whom it 
passe<l to the crown. 

'rhree acres of land and a hous(» have been left, as a charitable donation, to the poor 
of this parish: and a widow lady, named Sidney, bequeathed an annuity of a noble to 
he given to the poor. 

In 1821, there were two hundred and forty-four, and, in J831, two hundred and 
seventy-seven inhabitants in this parish. 

of Little Kiistoii. In 1713, John Cressener was buried at Karl’s Colne, in tlie K*'ave of his brother 
Hiniplirey. IJis brother Edward had, by his wife Elizabeth, damjhler of Williaiii MariiiiT, of London, 
John, who died in 1720, and Elizabeth and Anne. He died, and was buried al Earles ^Co Inc, in 1722. 

John Cressi*ner, Es(j. was of Watlins Street, London; he was the fourth and yonnjrest son of Edward 
(hessener and Elizabeth Halsall. He- married Anne, dam;liter of Alexander Wehle, Es(|. of Withury Hall, 
in Hertfordshire, and had two sons, Edward ami tleory:e, and three daughters; Arrfi(‘, wife of Janies^, 
Dayrell, Esc). Loudon. Elizabeth, married to ^ir Thomas *Halt(m, of Loinhm, hart, son nf Sir William 
Halton, hart, of Little Sampford; and Mary, married to Samuel Uoynter, of London. John, the 
father, was buried at EarPs £oliie, in KiUO. Edward, the eldest son, ha<l two \\i\es, the first Mary, 
ilaiighter of .Sir Samuel Thomson, of London, knt. ; and his second wife was Maerina, daughter of S\^- 
Anthony Keek, knt. one of the eomniissioners of Hm.* great seal; he. had no eliihlren by either of them, 
and, dying in 1700, was buried in the family vault at Earl’s Colne. George, the si^eond son of John 
Cressener, had, by his wife Anna Maria, daughter of Nathaniel Payler, Esq. a numerous issue, of whom* 

his daughter Elizabeth tv’as married to Samuel Vufmdl, Esq. of Great Waltham, and Maria was the wift* 

• • 

of Colonel Petit. John Cressener, the father, was deputy-lieuleiiaiit for London, one of the governors of 
.St, 'rhomas's Hospital, and justice of the peace for Ksse.x. He died in 1722, and was buried at Colne. 
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I.AMARSll, OR LAMMARSH. 

Marshy ground in this parish, on tlie borders of t\w river Stour, seems to have given 
occasion I’or its Saxon name, compounded of Tuim, dirt, or dirty, and Mej\j*c, a marsh: 
in records it is variously written Lamarsh, Lambinersh, Laincrshe, Lammershe, Lan- 
niershc, and, in Domesday, learners. It extends northwards from Alphamstone to the 
extremity of the hundred, bordering the river Stour, and is nearly twenty miles in 
circumference; distant five miles from Sudbury, and eight from Halstead. Tliis parish 
prcjsents grejit inequality of surface, in some parts hilly, in others low; with corres- 
ponding varieties of soil; among whiidi is found a good proportion of a rich sandy loam, 
excellent I'or turnips; with strong rich land, on whi(?h hops have been cultivated. 

In the time of Edward tin* Confessor, Algar and Alward were owners of these 
lands; Avhich, at the survey, were become the property of Riinulph I’everel, whose 
under tenant was 'Furold. 

The manor of Lamarsh remained several ages part of the honour of Peverel, till it 
became annexed to tin* honour of Clare, in which it has continued. About the time 
of Henry the Second, this honour was holden by David, earl of Galway and Hunting- 
don, third son of David, king of Scotland; but, in the reign of King Edward the 
Third, the posterity of Robert Bruce asserting the independence of their country 
against the <lesigns of the English monarch, it was given to Humphrey de Bohun, 
i‘arl of llcrefonl aiul Essex; whose daughter and co-heiress, Mary, being married 
to King Henry the I'ourth, conveyed It, with part of the dutchy of Laiu^aster, to the 
crown. 

In the earliest times, the demesne lands of the manor were holden, under the carl 
of Huntingdon, by the family of Beauchamp, of Essex; Stephen de Beauchamp is 
supposed to hav<; become possessed of this manor by marriage with Isolda, daughter 
and co-lieircss of^llolAirt lu*rrers, earl of Nottingham and Derby, by Margaret his 
wife, daughter of 'William Peverel, lord of Nottiiighjiin. He was high sheriff of 
Essex and Heirtfordshire. in 11(58, and died in 1185. Besides this manor, he also 
had lamis in ifenny, TAvinsted, and, Alphamstone. Ilis son Stephen died without 
issue, and his four sv.rviving daughters Avere Isolda, married to Richard Fitzjohii de 
Smlhury; Maud, Avifnj of Sir William de Wastail; Alice, of Ralph de Arden; and 
Kloiiea, of Henry D’Auiiey. Sir William de Wastail was of the family of that name, 
t>f Avhom several are r(*cordcd to have accompanied King Richard the First to the 
lioly wars.f 

Philip Basset, the next recorded possessor of tins estate, was descended from Ralph 


* In fhe and in Dui^dale, it is written Comerse, and Lumers. See Dugdalc, vol. i. p. 252. 

+ Speede’s Chron. p. 517. 
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Basset, chief justice of England in the reign of King Henry the First, from whom chap. v. 
several noble families descended.^ This Philip was baron of Wycombe, In Bucking- 
hamshire, celebrated as a brave soldier, and a wise senator. He was chief justice of 
England, and ambassador to the Pope at the council of Lyons. He married, first, 

Helewise ; and, to his second Avife, had Ella, daughter of William Longespee, earl ol‘ 
Salisbury, widow of Thomas Beauchamp, earl of Warwick. By the first, he had his 
daughter and heiress Alivia, married, first, to Roger Bigot, earl of Norfolk, by Avhom 
she had no children. Hugh le Despenser, slain at the battle of Evesham, in 1265, 
was her second husband, to Avliom she bore a son, named Hugh, created earl of Win- 
chester. The lady Alivia died in 1280.f This manor next belonged to the Bigot 
family, and Roger Bigot, earl of Norfolk, conveying it to the crown. King Henry the* 

Second granted it to his brother, Edmund Plantagenet, afterwards earl of Kent, and 
beheaded for attempting to release the said King from confinement. This estate being, 
on that event, forfeited to the croAvn, was granted, by Edward the Third, in 1330, 
to Oliver de Ingliam, for life.f The earl of Kent’s attainder being afterwards 
reversed, his two sons possessed his estates; but both died without issue, ami their 
sister Joan, “ the fair maid of Kent,” became their successor, who conveyed this estate?, 
by marriage, to Thomas Holland, earl of Kent; in whose family it continued, till from 
defect of male heirs, it descended to Margaret, wife of John Beaufort, carl of* 
Somerset and marquis of Dorset; and to Edmund his son. Passing, by forfeiture, 
to the house of York, it became the property of John de la Pole, earl of Lincoln, 
from whom, being conveyed to Margjiret, mother to King Ileniy the Seventh, it 
passed, on her death in 1509, to King Henry the Eighth, Avho gave it to Fitz-Roy, 
his natural son; and, on his death, it was granted to John de Vere, earl of Qxford, 
whose son, by extravagance, becoming poor, suffered a fine and recovery of this estate, 
in 1586, to John, lord Darcy, and others; and, the next year, sold it to Christian 
Turner, widoAv, of Cheping Hill, in Colne Wake, whose, only daughter, Margar(?t, 
conveyed it to her husband, Thomas Smyth, Esq. of Blackmore; *iA’ whose family it 
was purchased, by Samuel Fiske, apothecary, of Halstead.§ The manor-house is near 
the; church, and is a very handsome modern building, the resideiuie ,of I'homas Par- 
mentier. Esq. the present proprietor of this esUite. 

The church, dedicated to the Holy Innocents, is a small* fow building, of great CLuivii. 
apparent antiquity: the nave is separated from the chancel by a wooden screen, and, 

* Dugdale*s Baroni^tage, vol. i. p. .‘iSl. 

t She is named Lc De.spenacr, in the Inquisition post nifirtein, which seems to prove, as stated by 
Dugdale, that H. Lc Despenser was lier last htDiband ; see Dugdale, vol. i. p. 3U0. Other writings contradict 
this statement. 

X Dugdalc’s Baronetage, vol. ii. p. 104. 

$ Arms of Fiske. Cheeky, argent and gules, on a pale sable three mullets, or. Crest. On a helmet,, 
on the point of a triangle, an estoile, or. 

VOL. I. 
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HOOK II. at the east end, there are three very narrow lancet-shaped windows. There is around 
tower at thtj west end, the wall of which is of ^eat thickness. 

( haiitirs. 1575, John Clark, of Lamarsh, gave £8. to be employed as a stock, to remain 

for ever for the benefit of the poor of this parish. This sum has been considerably 
♦•nlarged, and the interest is distributed to the poor yearly, at Easter. 

John Smyth, lord of this manor, gave 40s. yearly, to be distributed at Christmas, 
to the poor of this parish. 

In this parish, in 1821, there were three hundred and thirty-one, and, in 1831, 
three hundred and twenty-three inbabihints. 

TWINSTEAD. 

'I’w iii- 'Fliis is a small parish, extenfling coastward from Wickham St. Paul’s, and occupies 

a very pleasant and healthy part of the county: it has a good soil, on a clay bottom, 
on whieli hops have been successfully cultivated. The nMne,^in ancient writings, is 
sonu?tiin(».s Tumsied, Tunsted, and, in Domesday, Tumesteda. The distance from 
Sudluiry is three, from Halstead four, and from London fifty-one miles. 

'I'he manor of Twinstc^ad belonged to Richard Fitz-Gilbert at the time of the 
survey, and, in the reign of Henry the Second, was in the possession of Steven de 
Heaucharnp. On his decease in 1184, he was succeeded by his son Stephen, who, 
having no children, the family inheritance descended to his three sisters, Isolda Maud, 
Alice?, and Idonea; and Maud conveyed this estoti?, by marriage, to William de Was- 
tail, whos(? posteAy retained poss«?ssion of it during a succe.ssion of ages. It was held 
under them by Peter de. Boxted, in the reign of King Richard the First; and, in 1252, 
had become the property of Roger de Scaccario,* whose son and successor was Lau- 
rence de Scaccario, sheriff of Essex ami Hertfordshire from 1275 to 1278; his son 
Simon held the manor at tlie time of his decease in 1291 :f it remained in the pos- 
session of individuals of the sann? family till 1374, when it became the property of 
Simon, bishop of* London, and John his brother, who, in that year, held a court here- 
This wfis the famous Simon Sudbury, or Theobald, made bishop of London in 1361, 

* A I'liiuily M) Miriituncd, because, us tiu* term ini{H»rts, held of the hing, by serjeanty, the office of 
ushrr of the exchequer, aiid cryer in the king's bencli. This chief, or l|crcditary usher, had .several 
IKTsous iliat acted under liiiii, in the great exchequer, the exchequer of the Jews, and in the common 
hjfMiv. He had tlie eu.stody of tlm king's records; and it was also his duty to transmit summonses issued 
out of ibe exelKMiuer for the king's debts. They held Vhis tdlice in right of an estate at Eston, in Oxford- 
shire. This family are supposed to have tlescendefl from Roger de Wallingford, to whom and his heirs 
Kiiii!; Henry the Second granted tliis office. See the History^ the Exchequer , by T, Madox, p. 718. 

t He is stated to have, held of John Mandc^t, by the service of a lance and a pair of gloves ; of Mont- 
eheiisy, !>> the serxiee of a pair of gilt spurs; and of Nicholas de Rey.sley, by the .service of 2s. 6d. to 
the .seuttage, whenever that happens; hence it appears, that this estate was made up of several parcels 
bchiiiging to different ])arishcs. 
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and archbishop of Canterbury in 1375; who was barbjirously murdered on Tower chap. v. 
Hill, in Wat Tyler’s rebellion in 1381. He was born in the town of Sudbury, Avhert* 
his head has beeen preserved, in St. Gregory’s church. 

In 1378, John de Riveshall, and John de Wisbicli, of Sudbury, had succeeded to 
this estate, and, in 1393, it liad come into the poss(!ssion of Sir John Groos; and of 
Sir Gerard Braybrooke, junior, in 1398, and became successively the property of 
Edmund Hampden and John Boys, Esqs. and Roger Albrighton, clerk; and, in 1480, 
the Goldington family, of Bulmer, became possessed of it; whose projierty it con- 
tinued, till Christopher, the son of John Goldington, sold it to Roger Wyncoll, of 
Waldingiield. Isaac Wyncoll was his son and heir, in 1562, whose son, also nam( 3 d 
Isaac, succeeded in 1576. Ho married Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Gandy, on«» 
of the judges of the queen’s bench, by whom he had five daughters and an only son: 

Isaac, his successor, on his death in 1638; Thoimis, his only surviviTig son, succeeded 
in 1654. He married, first, Mary, daughter of Sir William Cook, ))art. of Broome, 
in Norfolk, by whom he had one son, Isaac, and two daughters; Mary, married to 
Edward Golding, of Great -Henny, and Penelope. His second wife was Mary, 
daughter of William Spring, of Shalford, by whom he had Thomas, John, and 
Catharine. On his death in 1675, he was succ;e(ided in this estate by his eldest son, 

Isaac W 5 mcoll, Esq. who, dying in 1681, in the twenty-seventh year of his age, 
without issue, this estate descended to his sister Mary, wife of Edward Golding, Esq. 

It afterwards became the property of the le.arned Sir James Marriot, l^.L.I)., who 
greatly improved the Hall, which is a large and handsome b\iilding, on an eminence, twiu- 
near the village church, and coinmands an interesting prospect of wide extent: it was h iii 
erected in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by Isjuic Wyncoll, Esq. whose arms appear 
in one of the windows.* The house was formerly surrounded by a (\pep moat, over 
which a light bridge conducted into the adjoining meadows, and surrounding gardens 
and pleasure grounds. This moat has been destroyed, but the bridge remains, and 
the northern front retains its ancient character, having bay wiudows, and other 
peculiarities of the era of its*erection. Other parts of the house have been modcrniscMl 
and greatly improved. Twinstead Hall is now the seat of Sir ^George William • 

Denys, bart.f 

Pelhams is a hirge ancient nuinsion-house, formerly called a manoi*, having njccived ‘ • 
its name from a family to whom it originally belongccl. In the year 129.3, it was hold on 
under Hugh Despenser, by Walter, sou of William de P(dham, who was succeeclerl 

* Anns of Wynroll. Ar^unt, two chevrons coiintcrrhiinjrcd, or anil siihlc, between tliree crescents, i(nle>. • 

Crest. On a wreath, argent and gules, amapii bent and armed, or an«l ;'.rgent, liolding in a hand proper 
a javelin or, pointed at both ends, argent. , 

t Sir George is of Easton Weston, in Northamptonshire; creation IH 13, born 1788; widower IS*iS, 
having married, in 1809, Elizabeth, daughter of George Lind, Esq. Son, George William. Arms of Denys ■ 

Argent, six fleurs-de-lis ; azure, three, two, and one. 
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by his son WiHiain. It afterwards passed successively to families named Astel^ Cole, 
Rushey, Barker, Smyth, Alston,* and to the family of Shaen, of Witham. 

Sparrow Hall, or Deyes, is a mansion-house of great antiquity; in the time of King 
Edward tin* First, it belonged to a family named Sparrow; and, in the reign of 
Richard the Second, William Deye was the proprietor. It has since been in the 
possession of various proprietors, arid passed to the family of Shaen, of Witham. 

Tlni church has always been a small building, and had become ruinous, but has been 
lately repaired, or rather rebuilt; for though some remains of the original structure 
are yet to be seen attached to the spacious vault belonging to the fiimily at the hall, 
yet the diurch now in ns(! is a handsome and convenient new erection. 

This rectory, originally attached to the manor, in the reign of King Henry the 
I'hird, was conveyed, by Richard Fity.-Simon, to Philip Basset^ who gave it to the 
priory and convent of Merton, in Surrey; and, on the dissolution of monasteries, it 
pass(!d to the crown. This living has about fifteen acres of glebe land. 

A plate of brass, insert(Ml in a black marble tomb-stone in the church, bears the 
following inscription. 

“ Horc* lyi*th Inirifd Mario Wyncoll, the wyfc of Isako Wynroll, daughter unto Sir 
Thomas Gandy, of fhindy Hall, one of the judges of tlie kyng’s bench; who deceased 
tin* 4th dayc of January, An. Doiii. KHO, who had issue one sonne and five daughters.** 


The etfigies of Mr. Wyncoll and his wife are engraved on brass, and placed above 
this inscription; and another plate bears thi! fiimily arms. There is also an inscription 
to the memory of Mary, the wife of Thomas Wyncoll, Esq. who died in 1658: and a 
mural nninument to the memory of Charlotte Augusta, daughter of Sir George Wil- 
liam Denys, biv’t. of IVinstead Hall. 

A stone in the church-yard bears the following inscription: — 

“ fiiiey Nonnan,*wife of IVter Norman, gardener, to wlioin she bore seventeen 

• t 

children, died ilged fifty-three, the tenth of April, 171)4. Sir^ James Marriott placed 
this stone t«) protect lier remains. Respect the dead, and imitate her virtues.*’ 

• 

Isaac Wyncoll, in his will, dated March 1681, made the following bequest: “Item, 
my will is, that such penson or persons for the time being, as«shall enjoy Twiiistead 
Hall, or receive and take the rents and profits thereof, shall yearly, and every year for 
cv«ir, cause to he killed upon the premises, at Christmas time, one good bull, in good 
.plight, and give out all thereof, except the hide, among the poor people of Twinstead, 
and the several parishes of Great Henny, Pebmarph, and Alphamston.” 

In 1821, this parish contained two hundred and two, 'and, in 1831, two hundred and 
five inhabitants. 


* From the rolls and other writings of Twinstead Hall. 
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HEN NY. 

Two small parishes are supposed to have received this name, descriptive of their 
situation, from the Saxon pean, high; the name in Domesday is written Heni, Ilanies, 
and Heines: in other records it is generally Heny or Heniiy. The Hennies are 
bounded northward by Middleton; by Wickham St. Paul’s on the west; on the south 
by Twinstead; ant\ on the east by the river Stour. It is about five miles from Hal- 
stead, and fifty-two from I^ondon. Part of the soil is light, sandy, and productive; 
and, in the heavier lands, hops are cultivated.* 

In Edward the Confessor’s reign, this district belonged to Ulwin, and several 
freemen; and, at the survey, had been given to Ranulph Peverel; John, son of 
Waleran, and Roger Bigot The under tenants were Robert de Vallibus, Turohl, 
and Robert. 


GREAT HENNY. 

This parish is not more than three miles in circumference: it occupies high ground, 
and is bounded by the parishes of Alphamstoue, Twinstead, and Middleton. 

The only vestig<*s that remain of the ancient manor-house of Henny Hall are some 
slight appearance of the excavation left where the cellars and vaults were situatt^l ; 
and the name of Hall Field given to the inemlow formed from the ground by which it 
was immcMliately surrounded, and whicdi formerly was part of an extensive park. 
This manor was originally the chief lordship of these two parishes, yet it was holden 
under that of Lfimarsh. The Manduits were tin* most ancient owners on record : 
(jilbert Manduit held under the heirs of Simon Caiitelupe, and died in 126ft: John 

was his son and heir. Robert Manduit held this manor and other lands here in 1314. 

The ancient family of Fitz- Ralph su(!ceeded: Maud, the widow of William iMtz- 
Ralph, in 1329, held this estiite under Edmuinl, earl of ’Kent; afterwards it was holden 
of .John Plantagenet, earl of^Kent, by John Fitz- Ralph; and, in 1396, Sir John Fitz- 
Ralph held it under Thomas de Holland, also earl of Kent. Sir John, dying in 1440, 
without surviving offspring, it went to his sister Elizabeth, who coT^Veyed it, in mar- 
riage, to Sir Robert Chamherhaine. * Sir Ralph Cliamberlainejield this estate at the 
time of his decease, in *1.521; and Sir Edward, his brother, succeeded in 1541, fol- 
lowed by his son Sir Ralph; whose son, Fitz- Ralph Chamberlaine, sold it to the 
family of Bedingfield; from whom it parsed, in succession, to the families of Corn- 
wallis, Gwyn, and Manning. In the year 1666, it was in tin; possession of Sir Har- 
bottle Grimston, bart. from whom* ft descended to his son. Sir Samuel Grimston, 
bart. who, dying without issue, left it to his nepliew, William Lucky n, Estj. of Messing 


CHAP. V. 
Henny. 


Manor. 


* Average annual produce per acre, wheat and barley, each, 20 bushels. 
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Hall, afterwards created viscount Grimston: lie sold this manor to Thomas Sewell, 
attorney, wliose family appear to have previously been in possession of the demesne 
lands, which, from an early period, had belonged to a family named Gibelon. Thomas 
Gibelon’^ was of this family, and lived about the time of King Edward the Fourth; 
on his flecease, he left an only daughter and heiress, married to John Sewell; whose 
descendant, John Sewell, of Henny, held lands in Halstead, called Painters and 
Partriches, which he purchased of Nicholas Starling. On his decease, in 1590, he 
left two sons, Thomas and Robert; of whom th(* latter married the daughter of Bruno 
Ryves, dcjan of Windsor, and had by Iut Jonathan Sewell, Esq. a colonel in the army. 
The eldest son, Thomas S(»w(!ll, Esq. of Great Henny, married Rachel, daughter of 
Edward Alston, of Newton, in Suifolk, gentleman. This lady bore him Thomas, 
John, Edmund, and Rol)crt; of whom the two last died bachelors. John, the second 
son, marrying Anne, daughter of Walter Stoneway, Esq. of Broom Hall, in Shrop- 
shire, had by her John, who died unmarried, and five diiughtcrs. Thomas, the eldest 
s<ni of Thomas Sewell, at the time of his decease in 1707, left, by his wife Alice, 
(laughter of Joseph Beaumont, Esq. of Hadley, three sons, Thomas, Joseph, Beau- 
mont; and two daughters, Mary and Alice. Joseph, the second son, married tin? 

daughter of Scarling, of Sudl)ury, by whom he had Joseph find Margaret. 

'I'homas Sewell, Es<|. the eld<*st son and heir, educated at the Inner 'Femple, I.iondon, 
married, first, Elizabeth, daughUu* and heiress of Richard Hardwick, Esep of 
Spiilding, in I^incolnshire, and had by her Thomas, who was of Magdalen College, 
Cambridge, where he died in 175il. Ho had also by his first wife another son, named 
Hardwick, and a daughter, Alicre, married to Ri(;hard Maltyard, Esq. of Thurston Hall, 
in Ilawkedon. 'Fhe second wife of Thomas Sewell, the father, was Rebeckah, daughter 
of the Rev. (in*orge Carter, rector of Ihmtlow. He died in 1727, and was succeeded 
by his son Hardwick, whose suc(M'ssor was bis sisten-’s son, Hardwick Scwellf 
Hichardson, Es(p Th^ estate afterwards became the property of Crump, Esq. 

Church Housi^ is <iu ancitmt mansion, near the church-yard, and, with the estate 
belonging to it, was successively the property of the Fitz- Ralphs, the Chamberlains, 
and the Goldings; from this last family it passed to proprietors named Elliston, 
Walker, and others. 

The church is very jfleasantly situated on an elevation, commanding a fine prospect 
ovjor the Stour into Suffolk. It is dedicated to St. Mary, and has a wooden tower, in 
which there are five bcdls. This living has h glebe of fifty-two acres. 

Arms of Gibelon, a broad arrow palewisc. 

t Anns of Sewj‘11. Aria*nt, t)ii a bend gules, three martlets of the first. Crc.st. (In a helmet, a mural 
rrown surmounted witli a martlet of the first. * Younger branches* of the Sewell family have seated them- 
selves at Coggeshall, Maplestead, Halstead, and various other places; and an opinion has been expressed, 
that tlie manor of Sewells, in Harlow, may have derived its name from, or given it to, this family. But 
no record is found to countenance this conjecture. 
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A chantry was founded here by Thomas Gibson, and some obits and grants for chap. v. 
lamps; the endowments for these were, Jiftcr the suppression, conveyed to Thomas 
Golding and others. 

In 1705, Thomas Sewell, of this parish, gave seven roods of land, in Henny chaiitit s. 
meadow, to buy tliree penny loaves, to be given to three of the poorest people that 
come to Henny church every Lord’s day, as long as the world endures. 

Martin Cole, draper, of Sudbury, by will, charged Shcrnford mills, in Great Henny,* 
and two meadows, called Great and Little Holmes, in Larnarsh, with the payment of 
£14 on the first flay of May for ever, for the following purposes; to buy two hundred 
yards of French canvass, for fifty shirts and fifty shifts, to be given to the poor of 
Sudbury on Ascension-day; £10 to be paid for the materials, and for making, £1. 

To the minister of St. Peter’s, Sudbury, for preaching a sermon there in the morning, 

(5.9. and 8^/.: to the minister of All Saints, for preaching at St. Gregory’s, in the 
afternoon, the same sum; and also and HfL to the town-clerk, for f5ntering the 
names of the poor in a book ; ami £2 to be spent in a love-feast, and meeting of the 
corporation on the same day, in remembrance of the donor. Mr. Cole diiMl in 1G20. 

The parish of Great Henny, in 1821, contained three hundred and sixty-eight, and, 
in 1831, four hundred and fourteen inhabitants. 

LITTLK HENNY. 

This parish is truly small; it extends from Great Henny to the river Stour, near lAww 
Avhi(;h the manor-house was situated; and received the name of Rye, or Ryes Hall, uy^Wiii. 
from the old word Rye, which, according to Camden, means the banks of a river.f 
John de Rye was living here in the reign of King Henry the Third, and took his 
surname from the place. In the time of King Edwanl the Second,, this estate had 
become the property of Thomas do Heriech; from whom, in 1321, it had passed to 
Thomas de Grey, who, by his wife Alict;, had a sog named Thomas, who held this 
estate of the honour of Clare, at the time of his death in 1361: 'his heirs held it, in 
1400, of Aubrey de Vere, tftirl of Oxford, by the denomination of one knight’s fee in 
Little Henny. It had passed to John Parker, in the time of Henry the Sixth: from# 
the year 1497 to 1502, it was holden in two portions, by Robert Crackhone and John 
Archer, whose son Nicholas succeeded, in 1502, on the death, of liis father, and, <lying 
soon aft(*.rwar<ls, left an only daughter, his heiress. 

In the commencement of the reign ofiQueen Elizabeth, Ryes Hall was in the pos- 


* Shcrnford inillsi arc so named from p.f()rd near the Stour. Anciently they belonged to the Veres, 
carls of Oxford, as part of the manor af Little Henny. h^rl Edward .sold them to Uobert Pindar, in irj8*2, 
whose only daughter, Elizabeth, was married to William Degos, in 15U0, and they, in 1600, conveyed 
them, with thirteen acres of meadow, to Martin Cole, 
t Camden’s Remains, ed. 1674, p. 148. 
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session of Thomas Eden, Esq. clerk of the Star-chamber: he married Grisild, daughter 
of Edward Waldegrave, Esq. of Sudbury, by whom he had several children; his 
eldest son Thomas succeeded, and held this manor in 1577. He was afterwards 
knighted, and marrying Mary, daughter of Bryan Darcy, h^s(|. had by her St. Clere, 
.Fohii, William, and seven daughters. He was succeeded by his son St. Clere, who, 
dying in 1624, his brother, John Eden, came to the family inheritance, and marrying 
Ann, daughter of Richard Harlackcnden, Esq. had by her his only daughter and 
heiress, Anne Eden, who conveyed the estate to her husband, Gcofrey Little, of 
Halstead, to whom she bore several children: .Tohn Little, Es([. was the eldest son, 
and married Rebecca, daughter of George Sawbridge, by whom he had John Eden 
Little, George, Sawbridge, and Hannah and Rebecca, l^'ho old manor-house has 
been pulhid down, and a good farm-house erected in its place; and the present pro- 
prietor of the estate, N. Barnardiston, Escj. has erected a spacious and elegant mansion, 
which has received the name of Ryes Lodge. This seat is in*a pleasant part of the 
parish, and surrounded by plantations and grounds richly cultivated. 

The churcdi of Little Henny was a small ancient building, thirty feet in length, and 
eighteen in breadth, within the walls; it was about half a mile north-west from the 
church of Great Henny, in a field south of Ryes Hall: no vestige of it now remains. 

In 1821, the parish of JJttlc Henny contained fifty-nine, and, in 1831, fifty-three 
inhabitants. 


MIDDLETON. 

'Fhis small parish extends northward from the parishes of Henny, and is not more 
than two miles in circumference. This and the neighbouring parishes bordering the 
river Stour pre^sent an agreeable variety of hills and gentle slopes, and level meadow 
grounds; the soil is described as a fine, sound, friable sandy loam, degenerating’ on the 
hills, ami becoming more strong, harsh, and clayey.* It is about one mile south-east 
from Sudbury, in Suttblk. 

The village consists of a small number of good houses; 'ihe residence of Moss, 

• Es(j. is a handsoiq,e building, by the side of the green; and the parsonage-house oppo- 
site the church is a cajiital mansion, with ornamentil shrubberies and pleasant walks. 

Nine sochmen held the lands of this parish, under Earl Algai;, before the Conquest; 
afterwards, it was givtm to Gislebert the priest, and to Richard Fitz-Gislebert; and 
fifteen acres of it had been wrongfully tjikeii possession of by Robert Malet. 

. The manor of Middleton, in the time of King Edward the Third, belonged to an 
ancient family named Theobald, who aftt'r warck • took the surname of Sudbury, a 
branch of the family making that town the place of their residence ; Simon de Sudbury, 


Average annual produce of bushels per acre — wheat 24, barley 36. 
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archbishop of Canterbury, founding the college of St. Gregory, in his native place, in CHAP. v. 
1373, besides other possessions, endowed it with the manor of Middleton, which, on 
the suppression of monastic institutions, passed to the crown.* It was granted, by 
Henry tlie Eighth, in 1544, to Sir Thomiis Paston, of Paston, in Norfolk, who, on 
his death in 1550, was succeeded by his son Henry, whose successors were Edward, 
a second Edward, and Clement, of the same family. The Windham family, of Fel- 
bridge, in Norfolk, were a considerable time in possession of this estate. The Fenn 
family succeeded, and are the present proprietors. The mansion-house of Mid- 
dleton Hall is a building of some antiquity, with modern improvements, situated 
pleasantly, near the road to Ballingdon, and about a quarter of a mile from the chur(?li. 

The Gate-house is a capital estjite in this parish. 

The church has an appearance of great antiquity; the arch of the door is semi- 
circular, ornamented with numerous chevron, or indented mouldings, and finishing 
with one of the billetted form. This arch is supported by three-quarter columns, 
with Norman capitsds. Ti'he windows are small, and the church very dark within. 

A small wooden turret contains one bell. 

In the chancel, a black marble slab bears the sculpture of a man, of white marble : 
various ornameuts surround this effigy, and of the inscription only a part remains, 

Avhich is *as follows: — 

“ Hie jaci't Doiiiiniis Jacobus Sarnison ; quondam rector ccclesia hujus Middleton, Inscrip- 

qui obiit Anno Domino MCCCXLIX." tion:*. 

In English: 

“ Here lies master Jaiiios Samison ; formerly rector of tbc church of Middleton, 
who died in the year of our Lord 1340." 

Ill the church-yard is the following: 

“ In memory of John Policy, a faithful, honest, and industrious steward, h)r many 
years, at Middleton Hall, in the family of Thomas Fenn, Ksq. who, in grateful remem- 
brance of bi.s .services, lias erected this stone ; he died, March 2d, aged seventy- 
six years. ‘ Well done, thou good and faithful servant.* '* 

The parish of Middleton, in 1821, contained one hundred and nine, and, in 1831,^ 
one hundred and three inhabitants. . 


This and another parish in Essex have retained the ancient Saxon name of UJickj7am; 
and, on account of its appro[iriation to the dean and chapter of St. Paul’s, this has been 
called Wickham St. Paul’s; the other, belonging to the bishop of London, is distin- 
guished by the appellation of Wickham Bishop^. 

* John dc Sudbury, the archbishop’s brother, hud a quarter of a knight’s fee here, which was after- 
wards, in 1381, holden by William dc Ufford, earl of Suffolk. 
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Wickhairi St. Pe'iuVa extends northward from Little Maplcstcad, and is six miles 
in circumference; five miles from Halstead, and fifty from London. It has a light and 
exceedingly fertile soil, and some parts of it have been found suitable to the growth of 
hops. In Domesday-book this parish is stated to be one manor, containing three hides, 
except oik; virgatc; and it was taxed according to this estimate, in the reign of King 
Henry the First. At the period of making the survey, it had two carucates in demesne, 
pasture for four cows and one hundred and twenty sheep, and thirty-two goats; and 
there was formerly a park here*, of three hundred acres. The dean and chapter were 
deprived of this <;statc; in the time of the commonwealth, but recovered it at the Resto- 
ration; it had, however, during its sequestration, fallen into the hands of a greedy agent 
of the governincnt,of the name of Cook, who had stripped it of all its valuable timber. 

The lands of this parish were held, under the dean and chapter, by the family of 
Coe, of (lestingthorpe, from the time of Henry the Fourth to the year 1025. The 
Strutt family have; also fonncrly held these possessions; as also the right honourable 
John Hobart, carl of Hu(;kinghamshire. Mr. Isaac King is the present lessee and 
occupies of this estate. 

The church is a plain substantial building, in good repair, with a nave, (rhancel, and 
large sipiare tow<;r, in which arc four bells. It is dedicated to All Saints. There is 
a glebe of twenty acres to tlu; living of this church. 

An annuity of thirty-three shillings, arising out of three; acres of land, is given to the 
poor of this parish, at liudy Day and Michaelmas. A charitabh; gift of five pounds 
has also lieen left Ibr the poor; and the interest is distributed aniiiially. 

Tlu're is an almshouse on the green for one dweller. 

The village green is of considerable extent, and surrouiuh'd by hous(?s. 

'Fhis parish, in 1821, eonlained tlir<;e luindred and twenty-eight, and, in 1831, three 
inmdred and eighty-eight inhabitants. 


MAPLKSTF.Al), CiRKAT AND I.ITTI,F.. 

The name of this district is believed to have been given to it on account of its having 
been, in ancient tunes, eovenul with groves of lyaple trees: in records it is written 
Mapst(;de, Mapoldorestcd, Maplehiirst, Mapl(;sted; and, in Dgmesday, Mapelstedam. 

The Maplesteads are iiududcd in the hop lands of this county; and the soil varies 
coifci(h‘rahly, having, in some situations, a good strong lo;uu, two feet deep, on a 
whitish marly clay, varying in tenacity. A large proportion is a light loam, on gravel, 
which w'lW admit turnips. The vales and slopes^ jire good land, but the tops of the 
hills heavy, and require draining. 
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The river Colne piisses through this parish, and the lands are generally high: it is Great 
three miles distant from Halstead, and forty-nine from London. stiuL 

Before the Conquest, this parish belonged to Ulwin, a freeman; and, at the time of 
the survey, had been given to Robert Gernon, whose under tenant was llger. These 
lands were afterwards annexed to the barony of Stansted Montfichet. There were 
formerly four manors. Of the manor of Caxtons only the name remains, and the Caxtons. 
traditional information that a piece of land on the northern side of the church-yard, 
named Caxtons, is the leet. 

Hosedens is a corruption of the family name of an ancient owner of this manor. Hosidcns. 
Th(» mansion-house is on the borders of Castle Hedingliain parish; has a inciaii 
appearance, and is only known from the calling of the court there. 

The family of Hoding succeeded that of Gernon, in the possession of this manor, Homing 
and Caxtons and Dynes; holding also other considerable estates in the county, in the 
reigns of Henry the Second and Henry the Third. 

Philip de Hoding married a daughter and co-heiress of Walter de Windsor; and 
Ralph, supposed to be his son, held lands here in 1247. Sir Hugh de Hoding** was 
his son and heir, and besides the estates here, had possessions in Burnham, Wansted, 

West Ham, and in Norfolk. Ilis only djiughter and heiress, Alice, became the second 
wife of William de Hunterciomb, whose first wife was Isabel, daughter and co-heiress 
of Robert do Muscarnp: by her he had Sir Walter de Huntercombe; and, by his wife 
Alice, his se(;ond son, llioinas, born in 12.58, wlio succeeded to his mother’s inheri- 
tance; and the last of the family holding these estates was John, the son of John, who 
died in ISSS.f 

Succeeding* possessors of these manors ivere, in the reign of King Henry the Sixth, 
Margaret Pophani, and individuals of the families of ’J^oveland Scudamore: in 148.5, 

William Scudamore and George Rotherham were in possession, 'and were succeeded 
by Philip Scudamore, who die<l in 1487; Anne was his daughter and heiress. In 
1496 to 1502, William Scudamore, of Home Lacy, in Ilerefordjhirc, and George* 
Rotherham, are mentioned in records as holding this estate, which afterwards passcMl 
into the noble family of Verej and became the marrhige portion ol’ Catharine, slaughter 
of John de Vere, and, by this lady, was conveyc<l to her husband. Lord Windsor, 
who, in 1564, sold it to Edmund Feltoif, Esq. of Pentlow Hall, of whom it was pur- 
chased, in 1565, by John Ilolmested, of Biiinpsted lielion; and it passed from this* 
family, in 1575, to William Dean, *Esq. who soon afterwards united the three manors 
of Hosedens, Caxtons, and Dynes, into one po*ssession. 


• Arms of Hoding ; Gules, a bend vaire, azure and argent, within a border of the same, 
t Arms of Huntcrcomb: Ermine, two cotises gules. 
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The family of Dean was orip^inally of Lancashire: Henry Dean, of Tamworth, in 
that county, married the daughter of Sir Richard Greeneikers, by whom he had a son, 
named John, married to the daughter of Roger Nowell, of Read, in Lancashire, by 
whom lie was the father of William Dean, Esq. the purchaser of this estate. He was 
first a servant to Anne, lady Maltravers, and afterwards became her husband; by 
which connexion he acquired large possessions. For that lady being the only daughter 
and heiress of Sir John Wentworth, of Gosfield, had an immense fortune. She had 
been previously married, first to Hugh Rich, son of Lord Chancellor Rich; and, 
secondly, to Henry Fit^-Alan, lord Maltravers : she died in 1.580, having no children 
by any of her three husbands. After her decease, William Dean married Anne, 
daughter of Thomas Kgerton, Esq. of Rine Hill, in Staffordshire: by this lady he had 
three children; John, Rachel, and Anne. He built an elegant mansion at Dynes, 
with a fine avenue of elm trees.* 

John Dean, Esq.f succeeded his father in 1.585: he received the honour of knight- 
hood in 1603, was high sheriff* of Essex in 1610; also justice of the peace, and lord 
licutmiant of the county. In 1600, he married Anne, daughter of Sir Drue Drury, 
of Suft*olk, by whom he had Drue, Catharine, Elizabeth, Dorcas, Frances, and Mildred. 
Sir John Dean died in 1625, and his lady in 1633. Drue Dean, their son and suc- 
cessor, knighted in 1027, married Lucy, daughter of George Goring, c?arl of Norwich, 
by whom he had John, who died in infancy; Antony, Anne, Elizabeth, Drogo, and 
Robert. The lady Lucy, their mother, died in 1637, and Sir Drue’s will was dated 
1638. On his death, his son Antony became the imprudent possessor of tliis estate; 
for, as is observed by Mr. Holman, “being very much addicted to the parliament’s 
cause, and presuming the structure then raised would have stood for ever, he 
exchanged his 'fair estate here with C’olonel Sparrow, for Hide Park, which that 
colonel had obtained in consideration of his zeal for the same prevailing cause. Thus 
he lost the substance for /Jie sliadow.”| 

nic purchaser oT'this estate was John, the son of John Sparrow, Es(j. of Gesting- 
thorp parsomige, who, on his death in 1664, was succeeded by his son and heir, John 
'■Sparrow, Esq. who lived at Dynes Hall. He, by his will, settled this estate in trust 
for the payment of his debts; .and it was sold, in 1667, to Mark Guyon, Esq. the son 
of a wealthy clothier of Coggeshall, of the same name. He took down a considerable 
par^ of Dynes Hall, which he rebuilt in a superior manner, making it a handsome and 

very convcMiieut seat. He was high sheriff of the county in 1676, ami knighted. 

• 

• Nearly the \vh(»le of these were blown down by the irrciil^ storm in 1703. 

t He h.'td, in his youth, been committed to tht care of his great linele, Alexander Nowell, dean of St. 
who usually resided at Dyne.s Hall during .some of the summer months. 

J Arms of Dean ; Sahle, a fesse ermine between three cliajdets, argent. , Crest : On a torse ermine, 
and sable, a boar's he.ad eouped or, iiiu/.zled gules. 
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By his first wife, Elizabeth Fancourt, he had William, his son and heir, and Eliza- 
beth. His second wife was Hannah, daughter of Sir Thomas Abdy, Bart, by whom 
he had a daughter, named Rachel. 

Sir Mark, by liis will, made in 1689, gives his manors of Dynes, Hosedens, Caxtons, 
Maplestead Hall, Brent Hall, and Justices in Fiuchingfield, Rad winter Hall, Great 
Wigborough, Salcot, and Abbess Hall, to his son, William; and, after his de- 
cease, to his daugiitera, Elizabeth and Rachel. William Guyon, the son, succeeded 
to these estates in 1690, but died without issue. 

Elizabeth, the eldest daughter, was married to Edward Bullock, Esq. of Faulk- 
bourne Hall, but died, with her first child, in childbed. 

The other daughter and coheiress, Rachel, was marric^d, first to Thomas Guyon, 
Esq. and afterwards became tlnj first wife of John, the brother of Edward Bullock, 
Esq., to whom she bovc Rachel; and John, educated at King’s Colhige, in Cambridge, 
a promising young man, who died in the twenty-third year of his age. 

In 1705, Edward Bullock conveyed all his interest in this estate to John Bullock, 
Esq. his younger brother, who came and resided at Dynes Hall.* He died in 1740, 
in the sixty-ninth year of his age, leaving his only daughter, Rachel, possessed of this 
and other great estates; and this was purchased of her executors by Henry Sperling, 
Esq., from whom it has descended to his son, John Sperling, Esq. This elegant seat 
is pleasantly situated about a mile south of the church, on an eminence, commanding 
an agreeable prospect of wide extent. 

The (‘State named Byham Ilallf was holden under William de Uftbrd, earl of Suf- 
folk, by a person named Sewale, in the year 1381, at which time it w.as stated to be in 
the parish of Gestlngthorp. From the Sewale family It passed to those of Sexton, 
Alhigbvj Hilton, Co(?, and Robinson, and also to Mrs. Wash, of Earls Colne. The 
mansion-hous(‘ is about a mile north from the church. 

A capital estate, named Wallasses, about a mile south-west from the church, in the 
time of Henry the Third, belonged to Richard le W aleys ; and,* eatly in the reign of 
Elizabeth, was sold by William Harvey to Edmund Harrington, of Great Ycddham, 
d(?scended from a younger braiujli of the noble family of that name*, barons of Exton, ’ 
in the county of Rutland, whose descendants retained p(»ssessiou of it till 1712, when 

* He wiis fduciitcd at Pptcr-hoiisc, in Cambridge, and thr Inner 'I’eniple, ]i«nidun ; in 1700, be was 
chosen one of the reiM-esentatives in parliament for Maldon, which lionour he always afterwards avoi'led. 
He was twice deputy-lieut(‘nant for the county, anS justice of the peace many yi ars. His second wife was 
Hannah Maria, one of the daujjlitcrs and co-hcircsscs of Saiiiuel Keck, Esq. master in cliancery, who sur- 
vived him. He lived at Clapham, in Surrey* in the latter part of his life, and died there. 

+ This name is derived from an ai/cient family, and /is written Byhaiii, Bayhain, Beyhain, Beythain. 
Ba.silia de Beyhain is mentioned in a di'cd of William J(»y,of I/ittle Maplestead, in the reiKn of King Henry 
the Third, in a charter of Hubert de Verc, it is called Terra dc Bayhain ; and in writings relating to tlie 
convent of Stratford Langthorn, and the hospital of St. John of Jerii.salein, it i.s called Terra dc Beythaiu. 


CH.M*. V. 
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n. it was sold, liy Andrew Harrington, Esq. of Biggs, in Gosfield, to Henry Sammer, 
Esq. of Slide Hediiigliam.^ 

Chelnishoo House is a very good old building, about half a mile north from the 
(;hiireh, which was for many generations the seat of the ancient family of the Tindals 
of Northumberland, Avhere Adam de Tynedale, or Tindal, baron of Langley Castle, 
lived in the time of King John, and of Henry the Third :f by Philippa, his daughter 
and heiress, the barony descended to Sir Nicholas Bolteby. 

A younger branch of this flimily settled at 'ransovcr, in Northamptonshire, where 
Robert Tindal livcjd in the reign of King Edward the First, and had a son, Robert, 
living in 1293, whose son, William, married Elizabeth, cousin and heiress of Sir 
Henry Dene, of Dene, in Northamptonshire, and had by her his son and heir, John 
Tindal, in right of Ins mother, lord of Tansover and Dene. He had by his wife, Catha- 
rine Zoueh, Sir William '^rindal of Dene, who marritMl Helen, daughter of Sir Simon 
Bigot, of the family of that name, earls of Norfolk, heiress to her brother Sir Thomas, 
who died without issue. 'Phis lady’s mother was Margaret, daughter and heiress of 
Senionitius, duke of Silesia, by Elizabeth, sister to Charles the Fourth, emperor of 
Germany and king of Bohemia, descended from the house of Luxemburg, Margaret 
(!anie into England with Anne, daughter of Wenceslaus, (»mpei*or of Germany, queen 
of King IliehanI the Second. By his lady, Helen, Sir William had his son and heir, 
Thomas I'indal, Esfj., Irom whom descended Sir Thomas Tindal, of Hockwold and 
Great Maplest(»ad, who, by his first wife, Anne, daughtcjr of Sir William Paston, 
had William, his ehh*st son and heir, seated at Hockwold; and by his second wife, 
Anne, ilaughter of Sir Henry Fenner, he had John, Francis, Henry, and Humphrey, 
and four daughters. Humphrey, the fourth son, was master of Queen’s College, 
Cambridge, and dean cif Ely.j. John, the eldest son by the second wife, had Maple- 
stead. He was educat(Ml for the law, and was of Lincoln’s Inn, and one of the 
masters in chancery. 1» 1603, ’he received the honour of knighthood. He married 
Anne, widow of William Dean, Esq. of Dynes Hall, ainl having purchased this estate, 
built Chedmshoo House, which he made the place of his residence during the vacations. 

*^His lady also, diaring his absence, had^the enjoyment of the society of her son. Sir 
John Dean, and his family. .A melancholy evciVt destroyed the tranquillity of this 
family (drcle; for, in 161\), Sir John Tindal having, in hit>offici'dl capacity, given judg- 

** Arms of Hiirrin^'ton : Sable, a frftte arm*nt, on rvery angle and joint of the frette a llcur-de-lis, gule.s. 
Cri'st: A lion’s head erased or, a collar between three fleur-de-lis, gules. 

t Kieliard de Clielinslioo was witness to a deed of William dc Wordcleys, in 1331. 

X Dr. T. Fuller relate.s of this gentleman, that in the reigrfoV Queen Klizi^bcth, he wa.s proffered, by the 
I’rotrstants of Hohemia, to be made king of tha> country, which h6 refused, declaring, that he had rather 
he Klizabeth's subject than a foreign prince. The trntli of this account ha.s been doubted ; but it is, how- 
ever, certain that be gave for bis arms those of Bohemia, viz. Gules, a licgi with a forked tail, argent ; 
crowned or, with a plume of ostrich feathers for the crest. 
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ment against a gentleman named John Bertram, was followed by him to the door of CJHAI*. 
his chamber in Lincoln’s Inn, and barbarously murdered by a pistol sliot, the l)all 
passing through his back. The assassin soon after committc<l suicide, to escape from 
the hands of the executioner.* Sir John died universally lamented, being a gentle- 
man highly learned in his profcission, of singidar skill and sagacity, and of strict inte- 
grity and honour. His surviving offspring were Dean, Arthur who died in 1633, 

Roger, and Margaret, married to John Winthrop, Esq. of Groton, in Suftblk.f Dean 
Tindal, the eldest son, siicceculed his father, and Avas buried in this church, in 1678, 
having attained the age of ninety-two. He. married Anne, daughter and heiress of 
Robert Weston, Esq. of Prested Hall, by whom he had John; Drue, a Hamburgh 
merchant; Anne, married to Thomas Bowater, of the Middle I'emple; and several 
other children that died young. John Tindal, J the eldest son, succeeded his father, 
and marrying Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony Dean, of Dynes Hall, had by her Eli- 
zabeth, his only daughter, Avho conveyed this estate to her husband, Jasper Blythman, 

Es(|. of the Mid<lle Temple.§ On his decease, in 1738, he left his only daughter, 

Lucy, his heiress; avIu), in 1737, was married to Charles King, Es(j.|| to whom she 
bore two daughters, who, surviving both their parents, w(‘re left co-heiresses of this 
estate. 

Iloppoles is a considerabhj farm, of which the mansion-house is on a hill, about a noppnir^. 
mile Avestward from tin? (jliurch. 

The church, dedicated to Si. Giles, is a small ancient building, having a nave,' south cinin h. 
aisle, and chancel, the oast end of which is semicircular. A scpiare tower contains 
four bells. There is a chapel on tin* south side of this church, belonging to Dynes 

* An account of this trauicai occurrrncc was piihlishcd at tlir time, imilcr tin* following title. “ A true 
relation of the occasion, and circniustanccs, of the horrible murder committed hy John Bertram, 

neiit. nj)i»n the body <)f Sir John Tindal, of l^ineoln's liiiie, knii^ht, «»ne of the masters of the hononrahle 
Court of Chancery, tlie twelfth day of this im^tant Ntoeiiib. together with the (‘xamiiiatioii of the sai<l Ber- 
tram, taken before the ri^dit hononrahle Sir Fra. Bacon, kiit. his Majesty’s sMlicitor-i^eneral, &e. T.omhm, 
printed hy John Beale, 1616.** 

+ He was the son of Adam Wintliroj), of that place, born in 1.A87, and edm-ated for the law. When the 
design of establishing a colony in the Massachusets was formed, he placed himself at the hea<l of it, and , 
converted his estate of six or seven hnndred pounds a year into ]»r(»per materials for the use of the planta> 
tion. He went over with them in the capacity of ,m>verji<»r, in l(i.30,'atid s|)eut the remainder of his life, 
and the whole of his estate, in theiv^crvice. He died in 1649. — AVtf/c’.v Nist. of Svw l^u^land^ p. 27r>. 

X Arms of Tindal : Argent, on a fe.ssc .sable three giirbe.s, or. Crest : a plume of feathc-rs ermine, within 
a crown. 

^ Arms of Blythman : Vert, on a fesse between three lioncels rampant, argent, three fleur-de-lis, gnle.v. 

*rherc is a correct pedigree given of the Blythman family, in Mr. Thoreslty s “Topography ot the To)vii 
of Lcedes, in Yorkshire,** flora Bernard Blythman, in ll7o, to Jasper Blythman, Esq. who died in 1737. 

II He was the son of the learned William King, LL.D. principal of St. Mary-hall, Oxford. Dr. King was 
a polite scliolar, an excellent orator, an elegant and easy writer, and highly esteemed for his learning 
and wit. • 
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Hall ; it contains two costly monuinents to the memory of Sir John Dean, Knight, 
and his Anne, <laughter of Sir Drue Drury. On the first, beneath an arch, sup- 
ported by pillars of black marble, is the effigy of the knight, in armour, reclining on 
his h>ft arm; above, are the figures of his eight children, in devotional attitudes; and 
the fiirnily arms arc behind, on a shield between two pillars. The monument of Lady 
Dean is of more elaborate workmanship; her effigy is inimitably executed, as is that 
of her son, in armour, at her feet, and the ornaments and decorations are highly judi- 
cious and elegant. 

There is a mural monuineulal inscription in the chancel, to the memory of Osgood 
(lee, Esq. the proprietor of llipworth Hall, and other estates in this neighbourhood. 
He was accidentally killed by the overturning of his carriage. 

Anciently this church was a rectory, belonging to the manor; but about the time 
of King Henry the Third, it was given to the abbey of Stratford Langthorn, in this 
county, to which the rectorial or great tithes were appropriated, a vicarage being ap- 
poiuted here. 

Mr. May left forty shillings, to be paid yearly out of the estate called Hoppoles, 
and given to the poor. 

William Dean gave two tenements for the use of the poor. 

Formerly there was an almshouse of two tenements, to which William Bcudlowe, 
Es(p gave an annuity of six shillings and eight pence. 

Lady Mary Saunders, widow of Colonel Sparrow, left twenty pounds to the poor 
of this parish; the profits or Improvements of which were to be paid yearly to the 
vicar, on condition that he should read divine service, and preach a sermon on Mor- 
talfty, every Ash Wednesday yearly; for which, six acres of meadow land were settle<l 
by de(?d, for the paynnmt of twenty shillings yearly. 

This parish, in 1821, contained four hundred and twenty-eight, and, in 1831, four 
hundred and forty-six inhabitants. 

LIITLE MAPLES1T.AD. 

This parish lies north-east from Great Maplcstead, and westward from Lamarsh, 
<*xt<*nding to Twinstead, Wickham St.*Faurs, and Castle Iledinghani; it is four miles 
in circumference, and V\istant from Halstead four mileg. It is included, with Great 
Maplestoad, in the hop land district, and the soil of these two parishes is not materially 
flitferent; both are well wooded, and prese,nt beautiful landscapes, diversified by a 
succession of elevations and declivities, with some low and level grounds. 

•In the reign of Edward the Confessor, Orim* a freeman, held this parish; and, at 
the survey, it had come into the possession of Johir, the son of Waleram, and his 
under tenant was Osmund. In the time of King Stephen, it belonged to Robert 
Doisnel, whose daughter and heiress, Juliana, was married' to William, the son of 
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Audclin, steward to King Henry the Second; he was also governor of \Yexford, and ( hAp. v. 
of Ireland, under that king; and was the ancestor of Hubert do Burgh, the celebrated 
earl of Kent."^ 

This whole parish, with all its appurtenances, was given to the Knights Hospitalers, 
by the lady Juliana,t and her husband confirmed the gift in 1186; this donation was 
also confirmed by King John; and King Henry the Third granted the liberty of free 
warren to the brethren, who, enjoying this liberal patronage, established a preceptoryf 
here, under the appellation of Lc Hospital, which rapidly encreased in wealth and 
importance, and, in less than two centuries, received <lonations from more than seven 
hundred benefactors, in this and other coiinties.§ Among these were Robert de 
Vere, Sir John Dyn, and Margaret, his wife, of Dynes Hall; Hugh Hoding, Williinn 
Joye, a very munificent benefactor; and Sir Simon Ode well, who gave them a con- 
siderable estate in Odewell and Gestingthorp. || 

The present manor-house of Maplcstcjul Hall, which is a handsonu! liuilding, near 
the church, occupies the site of the ancient (‘rection, with whhdi it is partly ir.corpo- 
rated, as may be seen by tlic chimney of the parlour and tlie staircase. On the 
dissolution of this house, in 1540, its possessions, with l^'emple Sutton and Cliawreth, 
were granted, by King Henry the Eighth, to George IIarpc»r, Escj.f to hold by 
knight’s service. It soon afterwards became the property of John Wiseman, Es(|. 
one of the auditors of the king’s revenues. He %vas of Great Canfield, and, on his 
death, left this estate to his wife, Agnes, for life; on whose decease it descended to 
her son, John Wiseman, whose youngest son, Edmund, succeeded to this estate on 
the death of his father^ in 1602. Edmund Wiseman was a soldier, and a follower of 
the fortunes of Robert Devereux, earl of Essex, whose untimely death was believ<*d 


♦ Dii^duli;*s liiirtuiotaK*', vol. i. p. G93. 

f Aiicu'nt MS. belonging to Maplcstracl Hall, vvliirh contains tlio cliartciM)f her rlunarion. 

X Mr. Morfint seems to have erroneously given the name of Preceptory to this inktitiition, eonfoumling 
the order of Templars with that of Hospitalers, who alone possessed this manor. Had this luiiise be- 
longed to the Knights Templars, it would, undoubtedly, have been suppressed when that order was finally , 
abolished, in 1312. 

§ The governors of this preceptory were named, indifferently, eHber Prn;eej»torcs, or Magistri. For 
instance, Walterus Manlonell, prjii>«^itor domus Hospitalis. S. Johannis Jei’usalem in Anglia apiid Mafiel- 
trested. Adam de Harcham, iiiagister. Willielm'de Chc-lshain, preceptor, 1275. Hobertiis de Leicester, 
magister. Rieardiis Whesthalc, preceptor, 1283, apd 1285. — relating to RlaplesteaH UatU One ot*the 
oflicials of this institution was called a Farrye clerk ; his business was to act as chaphiin, and he had a 
pension out of various parishes, partirularly from the vicarage of Uurnham, as appears from the following 
memorandum : “ The viear ofiBornam payetrf, by yere, to the Farrye elarke, 40 j. or else the Farrye clarkt 
may goe to Downmow Priory and take the ehallys, or \hc masse book, or any otlier ornament, for his 
dewtic.** — From the old Rental of the manor of Little Mnplestead. 

II Monast. Anglic, vol. ii. pv 544, and MS. list of benefactors. 

Stow’s Annals, p. 579. 

VOL. I. 3 s 
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Edmund became subservient, by neglecting tiie timely delivery of a letter from the 
Earl to the Queen;* the disastrous consequence of this negligence so affected him, 
that he vowed never more to rest on a bed; in conformity to which resolution he 
protuired a wooden block, cut out of a large* tree, in the form of a bed and bolster, 
which he used as his oidy place of repose, till his death, which happened in 1646. 
His brother. Sir William Wiseman, bart. was his heir, and succeeded to this estate. 
He* wasengagtMl in the service of King Charles tlui First, and died at Oxford in 1643. 
By his lady Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Ilmiry Capel, knt. he left an only son and heir. 
Sir William Wiseman, who married, first, Anne, youngest daughter of Sir John 
Prescot, by whom he had no children; but, by his second wife, Arabella, daughttT of 
Sir Thomas Hewitt, knt. he had a numerous offspring of thirteen children. Prtivious 
to his decf^ase, in 1684, he sold this estate to Sir Mark Guyon, knt. of Coggeshall 
and Cireat Maplestead, whose daughter and heiress, Elizabeth, conveyed it, in mar- 
riage, to Edward Bullock, Esq. of Faulkbourn Hall, Avho sold it, in 170.5, to Mr. 
Joseph Davis, mercer, of Loudon. 

Waitin', s. Widshes is an estate in this parish, which belongs to a free school at Sudbury. 

(JhuK'lj. At the time of Juliana’s donation to the Knights Hospitalers, then* was a church 

here at Little Maph!stead,f but it certainly was not the present building, which is a 
small ancient edifice, of a pleasing appearance, and internally possessing a conshhu'able 
degree of elegance: it is celebrated on account of its resemblance to the church of the 
Holy S(*puh;hr(s nt Jeriisahnri, and the 'Femple church, in London. Tin? princi[)al 
entrance is at the west end, by a porch with three doors; this immediately introduces 
ns into the circular part, which measures thirty feet in diameter, and has a })eristylc, 
consisting of six clustered columns, supporting pointed arches: the whole length of 
tin* church is s<*veuty fi*et; and the <»ast end is semi-circular. Tra<lition informs us 
that this sacred edifice had tin* privilege of sanctuary, and it is dedicaterl to iSt. John, 
of Jerusalem.:|: Round churches,” Mr. Britton observesj, “ constitute a singular and 

rare class of ancient edifices, and are eminently interesting to the architectural anti- 
‘ <^uary. Their origin in England has bjpea attributed to the Jews. This opinion was 
very prevalent with respect to that at Cambridge, till Mr. Essex, in his historical 
observations, in the sixth volume of the ArchrCologiaV showed this opinion to be 
tjvyently erroneous. ‘ Their temple at Jerusalem,’ he says, ‘ was not of the circular 
form, neither was the tiibernacle of Moses; ^lor do we find the modern Jews affect 
' thj^t figure in building their synagogues. It has, however, been generally supposed, 

* S|)rt;d’.s Chron. p. 1213. 

t Munast. Anglic. v(»l. ii. p. 509. 

X In the soutli window of the church there is an old escutcheon; Paly oft twelve, or and azure counter- 
chanofed. 
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thut the round church at Cambridge, that at Northampton, and some pthers, were chap, v, 
built for synagogues by the Jews, while they were permitted to dwell in those plac(*s; 
but, as no probable reason can be assigned for this supposition, and as it appears that 
the Jews who were settled in Cambridge had their synagogue, and probably dwelt 
together, in a part of the town now called ‘ The Jewry,’ we may reasonably conclude, 
the round churcjhes in other parts of this kingdom were not built by the Jews for 
synagogues, whatever the places may be cidled in which they stand.’ ” 

The two abovementioned, the Temple church in London, and this of Little Maple- 
stead, are considered to be the cmly four perfect examples of these buildings in England. 

All these, with one that was formerly at Temple Bruer, and one at Ashlockley, in 
IJncolnshire, are now believed to have been erected by the Knights Templars, wh(» 
obtained their organisation and fiune in the vicinity of the church of the Holy ISepiilchrt* 
at Jerusalem; a buihjing said to have been erected by Helena, the mother of Con- 
staiitiiK^ the Great, and we are informed that it was rebuilt by Charlemagne, in SI 3. 

“ The cast end,” says Mr. Essex, “ I take to be of his building, (.containing the semi- 
circular trihuiK!; but the intermediate part, between that and the sepulchre, is more 
modern, and might be rebuilt when the church was restored, in the year 1409, after 
it had he(?n dc‘fac(*d by the Saracens, towards the cud of th(» tenfli century.” 

Bede, and other aiicimit writers, describe the structure as a round church, with 
three walls and twelve pillars. The circular form of it yet nnnains. It was revered 
by flui kniglits above all earthly objects. As they were? originally instituted and 
stationed at the Holy Sepulchre to protecit tin* Christian pilgrims against the Saracens, 
it seems extremely probable that they woidd imitate that structure*, wlnni they had 
occasion to erect a new church in those* parts of Europe into which the*y weye after- 
wards distributed; and it is ase.*ertained, beyond doubt, that some of those in 
England, so formed and denominateel, were of their erection. \'et it must he 
acknowledged, that various speeamens were formerly to be iue*t with, as in the* inner 
court of the castle at Ludlow, in Shropshire, and at other places,* whii;h cannot l)e 
supposed to have had this origin; and, as it can by no means be ascertaineMl that the 
Knights Templars had possessions at Little Maplestead, the opinicji of tlieir having 
erected this churedi is purely hypothetical. 

In 1821, this parish co|>^ahied three hundre»d anil tinrte'en, and, in 1831, three 
hundred and seventy-three inhabitants. 

iirj)iN(;riAM. 

The chief lordships of the district named Hcdingham, were in the possession of 
different persons in the Saxon times, and at the general survey; but there appears no 
distinction of parishes in Domesday, nor in the accounts of knight’s fees and scutages, 
in the reigns of Henry the Second, Richard the First, and John; yet, early in that 
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of Kin^ II(?iiry the Third, this distinction frequently occurs, and, according to the 
estimates of that time, Castle Hcdingham far exceeded the other in extent, though, as 
they are at present hounded, Sible Hedingham exceeds, in the number of acres, nearly 
two thirds, and, in yearly value, about half; it is, however, evident from old writings, 
that a considerable part of this belonged to the other lordship. These two parishes 
o(;ciipy a pleiisant and fruitful part of the country, distinguished by a siujcession of 
hills and dales, and rich meadows, well-watered; agreeing with the Saxon name, 
which is und(;rstood to mean the village at the head, or chi(?f meadow. 


SIBLB IIEOINGIIAM. 

This parisli is bounded, on the south and south- w(»st, by Gosfield and Wcathers- 
tield; and, on the north and north-west, by Great Yeldham and Toppesficld. It is 
three miles distant from Halstead, seven from Braintree;, and forty-eight from London. 
Ihe soil in general is distinguished by the same characteristics as that of the greater 
part of the hundred: it consists partly of light loams on gravel, with some good strong 
loam, two feet deep, of various degrees of tenacity. A large proportion of the best 
Essex hops are grown here. 

'riui village is very pleasantly situated, n(;ar the river Colne; it contains numerous 
shops, and many good houses, and the population, which is considerable, is supported 
by various occupations and trades, dependant on agricultural productions, and by 
supplying the neighbourhood with articles of necessary consumption. There are six 
manors in this parish. 

The •manor of Preyers, also called the manor of Sible Hedingham, was in the 
possession of sbventeen freemen previous to the Conquest, and, at the general survey, 
was one of the six lordships which ha«l been given to Roger Bigot, earl of Norfolk, 
whose second daughter,' Adeliza, in the reign of King John, conveyed it, in marriage, 
to Alberic de Vere, the second earl of Oxford, in wIiosq family it continued till the 
time of Queen Elizabeth.* 

Robert de Pre^yersf held this estate vnder the De Veres, in the time of King Henry 
the Third, and the manor seems to have received the name of this knightly family. 

* Milk'M* Ciitcilogiu^ of Honour, p. 503, 607. 

•f Sir John and Sir Thomas dc Pricrcs were; two of , the knights bannerets of this family, who distin- 
ufuished themselves under King Edward the First; but their arms were diiferent. Sir John bearing gules a 
fess, with two bars >?emelles, argent : Sir Thomas bore, vert a bend, argent, with two rotises, or. See 
the list of arms published by Kdward Row Mores, Esq. *1^40. Robert ,dc Vere, carl of Oxford, was 
plaintiff in an aetion at law against John de PrCyers, in 1307, concerning the manor of Hedingham Sible; 
and the court ordered the .said John to acknowledge the Earl's right, as chief lord of this manor, and 
to pay to him two hundred marks of silver. The same year, Bourc Hall was adjudged to belong to John 
de Preyers for life, and, after his decease, to Robert de Vere. 
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Sir Thomas,* the son of Robert de Preyers, married Anne, daughter an/1 heiress of chap. 
Hugh de Essex, junior, a descendant of Suene de Essex, baron of Raleigh; his only 
daughter and heiress was Margaret, married to Robert de Bourchier, lord chancellor 
of England in the reign of King Edward the Third; and it remained in the possession 
of the Bourchier family till it became extinct, in the time of King Henry the Eighth.f 
Edward de Vere, earl of Oxford, had for his second lady, Elixabetli, daughter of 
Thomas Trentham, Esq. of Roucester, in StiiflFordshire, and settled this estate upon 
her and her offspring male; remainder to her brother, Francis Trentham, Es<p to 
whom it soon afterwards descended ; and his grand-daughter conveyed it in marriage to 
Brian Cockayne, viscount Cullen, of Ireland; on whose decease, in 1713, this manor 
was sold, with Boure Hall and Greys, to Robert, William, and Samuel Asliurst, 
Es<piir(?s, from whose descendants it passed by marriage, to Sir Henry Houghton, 

Bart, of Houghton Tower, in Lancashire, and of the Casth*, in Castle Hedingham, 

Boure Hall is appendant to the manor of Preyers, though it is sometimes men- 
tioned in records as distinct and independent. The mansion, of which there are no 
remains, was at some distance from Preyers, in a field which retains its name. Preyers 
and Boure Hall having been given to the progenitors of the Bigot family, earls mar- 
shal, they were consequently appendages of that office in succeeding ages; and it is 
stated in the records, that Thomas de Vere, carl of Oxford, who died in 1371, held 
the manor of Hedingham Sible of the earl marshal, by knight's service. 

The manor of Greys retains this name from Sir 'riiomas Grey, to whom it formerly c;r< ys. 
belonged; the mansion was near the church-yard. This (»state was in the possession 
of Godwin, a freeman, in the reign of King Edward the Confessor; and, after the 
Compiest, was given to Roger de Ramys, or Raynes, whose under tenant was Ga- 
renger, a freeman. Robert de Raynes was a descendant of Roger,* and held this 
estate as part of his barony, which continue*! in his family till the reign of King 
Henry the Third; when Richard de Raynes, on his decease, left three daughters, 

Alice, Amice, and Joan; the, eldest of whom, by marriage, convdycrl this estate to Sir 
Thomas Grey, who, on his death, in the year 1322, hel«l, with his wife Alice, as of 
her inheritance, lands here of the exact amoinU of this estate, which ha<l be*»n, at an* 
early p(*riod, considerably more extensive, being describe*! in l)omcs*lay-book, as in- 
cluding a farm *ialled Pcpp<4ii‘s,* on Fory Green, exteiwling towards Weathersfield. It 
cannot be ascertained at what precise time it passed fr*>m the Grey faiiyly. 

Greys was afterwards in the possession o*f the Vere family, till it was, with their other 

• 

* In 1286, the manor of Hedingham SiblcSvas holden by William de Monchensy, of the heirs of Robert 
Preyers, by the service of one knight*^ fee. Inq. 14, Ed. 4. 

t Henry Bourchier, carl of Essex, died in 1483, and held at that time a messuage, and rent, with the 
advowson of the church, of |;he heirs of William de Monchensy, Iiiq. 1, Rich. III. But the Bourchier 
family appear to have had an estate here, before the marriage of Margaret to Robert de Bourchier. 
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great e»tat(!^, taken from them, for their adherence to the House of Lancaster, and 
given to Richard, duke of York; who, in 1484, granted it to Alexander Quad- 
ring for life; but, soon afterwards, on the duke’s usurpation and defeat, and the 
consequent ascendancy of the House of Lancaster, the noble femily of the Veres reco- 
vered this and their other estates; and, in 1580, Greys, with the* * * § estate called Peppers, 
was sold, by Edward, earl of Oxford, to Mrs. George Finch, and has passed to the 
same proprietors as the manor of Preyers. 

Grassall, or Graveshall,* is so named from a family who were in possession of it in 
the time of King Henry the Second. Godfrey Graveshall held it under the hrst 
Earl of Oxford ; and it was in the possession of Sir Adam de Graveshall in the thirty- 
lilth of King Henry the Third. The last proprietor of this name was John Graves- 
hall, in M0(J, tlie eighth of King Henry the Fourth.f 

llioinas Rolf, of Gosfield, was in possession ol* this estate an the reign of King 
Henry tlie luflh, and was succeeded by William Green, Esq. in right of his wife, 
daughter and heiniss of William Rateman, Esq. of Little 8ampford.:|: Sir John 
Green succeeded his father, ami <lied in 15:10; and his son. Sir Edward, at the time 
of his decease* in 1551-, held Grassalls and RIois of the Earl of Oxford, as of his castle 
of Iledinghain. Rocdvc Grec*n, his son, in 1(>()2, and William, his grandson, in JG21, 
succeeded each other, and Edward, the grandson and successor of William, was 
created a baronet in lOGO; but becoming poor, by extravagance, he sold his estates, 
and Grassalls becalne the property oJ* Captain Wilmer, of York, whose daughter c^on- 
veye<l tlu*m in marriage to William Gorsup, who sold them, in ITli, to Richard Sal- 
way, Es(|. of \V^)odfo^I. 

Tin* mansion-house is about a mile and a quarter north-east of the church. 

'The manor ilf RIois, or Rloys, formed part of the honour of Hedingham Castle. 
The name is derived iVom Robert Ralcus, who was in possession of it, and who 
changed his name to Rl(iys.§ Jin* same person also gave his name to the manor of 
Rloys, in Steeple Ihimpstead. Ernald Ic Rloy was om» of the retainers of Aubrey de 
\Y*re, holding three knights’ fees of the honour of Castle Hedingham, in the reign of 
'King Henry the ‘Second; and Williaiq le Rloy was his smTcssor In^re, in the time of 
Henry the Third amL. Eilward the First: and, in 1334, Adam Bloy ami William 
Rand were* sherlfts of Essex and Hertfordshire. ' 

Aftt*r being in the possession of Bartholomew, lord Burghersh, and his son, of the 
saint* name, this estate passed, as Grassalls did, to the family of Green, and to that 
V»f iSalway. 

* 'I'hr ii.iiiu* in ri rnid.-*^ is written (iravcsalc.s, tiravc-sliales, GrovcVshalls, Greshalh. 

+ Kcodai y nt tlu‘ t ai Is of Oxford, fol. 4(i, &c. 

♦ Pcdigrri' of tlu* r.iri'ii f.iinily, and t'pitaidi in Little Sam]»fortl church. 

§ Monas. An^l. vol. ii. pa^e 130. 
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The mansion-house is about a mile from the church. 

This manor derived its name from the lordship of Pryors, of whi(;h it formed a 
part, till it was sold by Edward do Vere, in 1582, to Edward Glascock, from whom 
it received its secondary appellation. This jroiitlemaii had to sustain a tedious chan- 
cery suit with his customary tenants, relative to the manorial rights b(donging to those 
messuages and lands; which was at length determined by the arbitration of Sir John 
Petre, Anthony Maxey, Richard Rich, and others, in 1583, when it was ordered that 
Edward Glascock should, by appointment, keep a court baron; the name of which 
should from thenceforth, for ever, be called Pryors Glas(;o(;k, and the house wdierc» it 
should be k^t to have the same name. He married Mary, daughter and ludrc^ss of 
Sir Robert Catlyn, and widow of Sir John Speinjcr, by wdiom he had Jedm, his son 
and successor. Edwar<l, the father, died in 1604. 

Mr. Robert Harrington was in possession of this estate in 1634, and it afterwards 
passed to Thomas Segon, who was succeeded, on his death, in 1670, by his son, the 
Rev. John Segon; it afterwards bedonged to Mr. .lolin Tweed, apofh(*cary. 

Tlu! mansion-hous(? of Hawkwood is in Sible Iletlingham Street, and the manor 
took its name from the celebrated Sir John Hawkwood,* who held it under the Earl 
of Oxford, in the reign of King Edward the Third. On the death of Sir John, in 
1301, his son, of the same naint*, succeeded; after whom, the next possessor was 
Thomas Rolf, Es<|. of Goslield, serjeant-at-law to King Henry the Sixth. He mar- 
ried to his second wife Anne, btdicived to be of the Hawkwood iiimily, by whom he 
had his daughter hklitha. This lady was a great heiress, aiul twice married ; Hrst to 
J(dm Helion, of Rumpstead Helion, to whom she bore two daughters; Isabel, married 
to Humphrey Tyrell, Esep of Warley, and who, in her right, enjoyed this Mianor,f 
and Philippa. On the death of her husband, in 1441), she had for her second husliand, 
John Green, of Widington, an eminent lawyer, ancestor of the Greens of Grassalls 
and Rlois; who, on his death, in 1473, left two dadghters,. eo-h(*iresses, Margery, 
married to Sir Henry Tey, and Agnes, to Sir William Findvrnc. Editha, their 
mother, died in 1498; .and upon the division of the estates, Hawk woods became the 
property of Sir Henry Tey, in right of his wjfe, the lady Margarot: tludr son. Sir ' 
Thomas Tey, succeeded in 1520. 

Sir George Baldry, tsq...was the next possessor, and kept* his first court here in 
1534. He died in 1539, leaving, by Mary, his wife, daugliR'r of Sir Edward Chain- 
berlain, his only daughter, Eli/abeth; who, by marriage, conveyed this estate to Sir 
Robert Riche, third son, and ultimately sole heir of Sir Richard, lord Riche. They ' 

•» 

* The previous owner of this estate was Stephen Hawk wood, supposed to have been his father. Feodary 
of the earls of O^vford, fol. 37. 

t Their only daughter, Anre, married to Sir Roger Wentwortli of Codham Hall, who inherited |>art of 
the Helion estate. 
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held their fy’st court here in 1560, and, in 1562, sold the manor to William Hiirrell, 
of Donyland, who sold it to Edward Harrington; from whom, in 1621, it passed to 
John Ellistoii, clothier, of Gcstingthorp, who, by Winifred, daughter of Robert Bar- 
rington, Esq. had John, Peter, and Oliver, mnong whom he divided his estates. This 
of Hawkwoods was the portion of Oliver, who was a physician, and whose son-in- 
law, William, an attorney, was made his heir and suc(Hissor in 1665; and this gentle- 
man sold it, in 1710, to Henry Summers, Esq. of Sparrows. 

The estate called Sparrows has a capihil mansion, about two miles from the church, 
by the side of the road to Cambridge. It was for many generations the seat of the 
Sparrow family, from whom it is named, and the house was rebuilt by A^illiam Spar- 
row in 1607. In 1705, Mizabeth, the only daughter of John Sparrow, Esq. was 
marritid to Henry Sumim>rs, Esq. of Colchester, kinsman and heir to Henry Sum- 
mers of Braintree, a branch of the ancient family of Summersiof Newland, in Kcmt. 
B(;side.s .several that died young, and six daughters, they had two sons, Henry Sum- 
mers, a physician, and Sparrow Summers, a clergyman. Henry Summers succetMled 
his fatlier on his death, in 1738; ami died in the [)rime of life, leaving, by Elizabeth, 
his wife, daughter of Mr. John Bakewell, Henry, his eldest son, and three other sons 
ami one daughter. 13r. Summers rebuilt or greatly improved the house, which has 
b(!en since much altered. 

Tilekiln was an estate which belonged to the same family; and Brook Farm was 
formerly the property of Mr. Chaplain Ihdinan of Sudbury, whose grandfather was an 
industrious collector of Essex antiquities. 

The church, dedicated to St. Peter, is a handsome and spacious building, in excel- 
lent repair; it has a nave, and north and south aisles, with a square tower, and fiv(‘ 
bells; the whole buihling is leaded. The aisles are separated from the nave by plain 
jnassive ))illars, supporting Gothic arches. There is a recess in the wall of tlu^ south 
aisle, which Ibriiierly contained a splendid monument to the memory of Sir John 
Ilawkwood, the wfiole of which has been taken away, pxcept a part of the canopy, 
which was richly ornamented. There is a large and elegant window in the chancel, 
near which is the following inscription^ 

“ The circular \viii(Io\v of ibis chancel was presented bjf Thoiiiac VVarburton, Esq. 
of Hackney, in the county of Middlesex, patron of tliis livin^r, in the month of Au- 
gii.st, anno doiiiini 

This church is hclievetl to have been built about the time of King Edward the 
Third, and the carvings of hawks in various parts' of it, appears to confirm the belief 
that the Ilawkwood family were liberal contributors toward the expense; foundations 
of a more ancient erection, of much smaller dimensions, may ^et be traced. 

iSix obits were founded, and also money left for two lights in this church; find the 
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friends of Sir John Ilawkwood founded a chantry for one chaplain here, and another 
in the church at Castle Hedingham, to pray for the souls of Sir John Hawkwood, 
Thomas Oliver, and John Newenton, Esqs. his military companions, supposed to have 
been born in this county. The house where the chantry priest resided is at some 
distance from the church; it had previously been a charitable foundation for the ent«»r- 
tairiment of devout pilgrims, and yet bears its ancient name of “ the hostage.” TIic 
patronage of this chantry belonged to the manor of Ilawkwoods. 

'riiomas Awbrey, in 1516, left, by will, an almshouse, garden, and land near 
Fever’s Farm, for the use of one poor man. 

In 1524, Sir John Green, knt. of Little Sampford, and Ri(;hard Ilerward, of 
Writtle, gave all their lands and tenements in Sible Hedingham, called Bernards, to 
discharge the king’s tax, whatever it should be; and the surplus to be applied to the 
most needful repairs of the church, and to the poor of the town, at the discretion of 
the feoffees and curate. This charity is called Bernard’s Box. 

Mr. Edward Rich, in 1579, gave a tmunnent for the use of the poor of this parish, 
called Wrights, and about half an acrre of land. 

William Bendlows, Esq. in 1571, gave to the almshouse in Alderford-street, in this 
parish, 20n. yearly, for ever, payable out of (jertain lands in Great and Little Bardfield, 
to be distributed either in wood or money. 

A rood of land, in Buryfield, was given for the use of the poor of this parish, by 
John A<lco<;k, in 1598. 

In 1631, Mr. Joseph Aliston, of Kingsholm, in Suffolk, gave an annuity of lOx. 
out of lands called Lambpits, to be distributed to the poor of this parish on Easter 
Monday, at the discretion of the minister, churchwardens, and overseers. 

In 1669, Thomas Jegon, of this place, be(|ueathe<l, out of the rents or profits of 
Priors Glascocks, 2s. and 8d. weekly, for ever, in bn*ad, to eight poor people, every 
Lord’s day, after prayer is ended. 

The Rev. Moses Cook, rector of Sible Hedingham, in 17.32, bequeathed two 
parcels of land, called Parkers, the rents to be paid to the r(?ctor for the time being, 
and by him yearly expended in bibles, testaments, and common prayer books, and 
given to the poor of this parish. 

An inscription in the chiirdh states, that land has lujeii purchased by this parish, 
for the benefit of the poor, called Harringtons, and another parcel called Coiudi’s 
Land. 

Sir John Hawkwood, famed for his military exploits, was born in this village, in 
the reign of Edward the Second : he ifras the son of Gilbert Hawkwood, a tanner, and 
was bound apprentice to a tailor in London; but, disliking his business or situation, 
he entered as a common soldier in the army which King Edward the Third was at 
that time raising for his wars in France; and in this service behaved so gallantly, that 
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honour of kiiighlhood upon him. At the battle of Poictiers, he gave eminent proofs 
of his valour and conduct, and wiis highly esteemed by Edward the Black Prince. 
On llu! conclusion of the war, Sir John, finding his estate too small to support his title 
and dignity, and unwilling to descend to the occupations of common life, became 
an adventurer, associating with some military companies called the “ Late Coiners,” 
who committed great depredations in Cainpagne, Burgundy, Dauphine, and other 
eastern parts of France; and having defeated all that came against them, spread terror 
to the gates of Avignon, at that time the rcsideinie of the Pope and Cardinals; and 
made themselves so iniK^h dreaded, that his holiness, to prevent their expected visit, 
found it prudent to pardon their past olfences, and, what was undoubt(Hlly considered 
of greattir importance, gave them also a large sum of money. After this adventure, ISir 
John assinmal the command of a s(dect company, callcMl tin* “ \Yhitc Band,” consisting 
of about five thousand horse, and fifteen hundred foot, chiefiy of his own countrymen. 
With these, he most effectually assisted John, marquis of Moiitfijrrat, against the duke 
of Milan. But, on the fuarriage of Lionel, duke of Clareme, third son of Edward 
the Third, with V'iolante, daughter of Galcaccio, duke of Milan, he attended at that 
sohminity as (captain of the guard to thc‘ English prince, ami afterwards changed sides, 
and assist(‘d the duke of Milan against the states of Montferrat and Mantua so success- 
fully, that he mad(» himself and the English valour the terror of Italy, and gained so 
completely the esteem and admiration of IWnabas, the duke of Milan’s brother, that 
he gave him his natural daughter, the lady Domitia, in marriage; with a revenue of 
ten thousand tlorins annually. Notwithstanding this alliance, he rcvoltcid from Bar- 
nabas, and again joined his enemy, as some authors report, in revenge for the death of 
Lionel, who Was suspected to have been pf)isoued, five months after his marriage. 
Others attribute the change to interested motives, and the hope ofacejuiring power 
and riches.* Ho now plundered numerous towns in Normandy, one of whi(;h he sold 
to the Manpiis of Elite, for twenty thousand crowns, Ili^ fortune and forces being en- 
creased, and hating an inactive life, he sought new adventures, and was ent(*rtained hy 
Pope Gregory the Twelfth, whose towps in IVovence having revolted, he soon regained ; 
for which service he Ayas reAvarded hy having donnnion given him over five of them. 

At this period his fame had become so great, ihaf liis assistance Avas courted by 
several states of Italy, and particularly by the rival commonwealths of Florence and 
Pisa, which Avere then contending for sov'creignty. The Florentiiuis ofiering the 
most advantageous terms, he fought for aAvhile in iluiir interest, and afterAvar<ls Avent 
over to the Pisans, Avhoin he however again <leserted, idtimately joining the Floreii- 

* On tills ofcasiim thi' ('i-h'bnitod distirh of Lucan was applied to him : — 

“ Nulla fidcs pictasipu* viris <iui castra sciiuiintur, No faith, nor consciirncc, common soldiers carry, 

VVnalcsq ; iiianu>, ihi fas uhi niaxiina iiiercc'^. I Best pay they seek, their hands are mercenary.’* 
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tliios, with whom he remained till his death: serviuj^ the republic so successtully, that CHAP. \ . 
he may with propriety be coiisideretl tlui supporter jiud cstahlislier of Its strength and 
independence. 

At length this valiant knight, loaded with liono\irs and riches, died in Florence, at a 
very advanced age, in the year The senate, in gratitude for his services, 

decreed that his body should be deposited in the cathedral of Sancta Maria Florida, 
und(* * * § r a sumptuous monument, over which there is his picture, on horseback, armed 
at all points, with hawks flying through a wood on his shield, being the rebus of his 
naine.f A great part of his wealth being conveyed to ICngland, his friends and exe- 
cutors erected an honorary (‘enotaph in the church of this parish, aiul foundfMl a 
chantry. From tin? efligies formerly seen on this monumemt, it should seem that he? 
had two wives. .Tohn, his son, by the laely Domitia, was born in Italy, ])iit naturalised 
ill England, and knighted in the eighth <if Henry the Ft)nrth..| It is hououraldy re- 
corded of Sir John, as an act of charity, that he gave his assistance to sev(?ral persons of 
property in this country, in founding the English Hospital at Rome, for the entertain- 
ment of indigent travellers. Many historians are elmpicnt in his praise; for, dwelling 
only on his military character, they lose the remembrance of his faults, in the contem- 
plation of his martial talents. 

In 1821, Sible Hedingham contained two thousand and sixty, ami, in 1831, tw<» 
thousand one humlred and ninety-four inhabitants. 

ilKDINOIlA.M (WSTLK, or C'ASTLF: II EDI X(;il AM. 

The aiKiiiMit castle gavi; tin? distinguishiim* appellation, and its stately ruin consti- ^ 

. . . . . ^ ^ . lliMlini!- 

lutes om? ol the most interesliiig features of this beaut ifnl rural village, which is snr- liam. 
rounded by a country pleasantly diversified in its apjiearance, and riclbin agricultural 

* Hii\vk\v«)od : ii rlicvroii sablr, tlirre i*sral'oj»s of tin' firsl. 

f His iiaiiir lias lici’ii strange ly di.sH>;uic(l by various writers, {lartit iilarly Sir Jyhii Kroi^.^ard, 1'. Wal- 
siu^hain, and in later tiim*s Paul'is .lovius, Nicholas MaebiavoU, in Hist. Florciit, Sir John Fmis- 
sard calls liiiii Hacton; P. Jovius, Aciitbiis; others, Anciit, AcutiiM, or Dc *\ciito, which soim* havi- 
traii'ilatcMl to Sharp; Matthew ViJlani, Giiianiii del Aiii;iilio, and othcr>, have i Mined him Gyo\anno* 

Ai^iitho, John of the Giili\s, \c. 1», Joviiis l)a> ^i\cn Iiis {Mnlrait with his Flo^ia, and a liaudsonu: copy o| 
versos in his praise. Julius Fcroldus yoinposod a voi.m* in his praise, which jias been translated as follows- 

“ O Hawk wood, England’s Kiory, sent to he i A tomb just Florence ti> thy worth doth raise, 

'I'he bulwark aiul tlie praise of Italy! I .\nd Joviiis rears a statue to thy praise.” 

•» 

His army was universally allowed to he tlie most exact school of martial discipline, from whence issued 
some of the most renowned captains of that a,t?e. 

X Johannes Ilawkwood, miles, natiis in paftihiis Italia.* factus indii;cn:i ann. H Hen. iv. mater ejns nata 
in partibiis trunsinarinis. — MS, in HihX, i'otton et archiols 'Turr. Luntl, I para. pat. 8 Hen, iv. m. 20. 

§ Mr. Goush observes, that it seems most probable the monument of Siiile Hcdin^diain contained lii" 
body . — Additions to Britannia , vol. ii. p. 58. 
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. productions.* TIic village contains many good houses, and a large meeting-house 
belonging to a society of Independents. It is distant from Braintree nine, and from 
London forty-seven miles. One of the earls of Oxford established a weekly market 
here, on Mondays, in the reign of King John; which, according to Camden, was 
renewed, with a new charter, by Ilmiry the Seventh; and three amimil fairs were 
ap[iointed, on the respective days of the invention of the Holy Cross, to which the 
nunnery was dedicated; St. James, the patron saint of the old church; and St. Nicholas, 
of the present church, '^llie market has been a long time discontinued, but fairs are 
Indd yearly on the 14 th «)f May, the 15th of August, and the 25th of October. 

The eniiiuMico on whicli the ruin of the castle is situated rises above the village, and, 
from its appearance, is believed to be partly of artificial formation, at least to some 
distaiKM? beyond the outworks of the fortress, which ciccupied an area of considerable 
(»xtent; hut the keej) is tin* only part which, by its great strength and solidity, has 
etteetn.dly resisted the attac ks of man and the ravages of time. The exact period of 
the liiiilding of this castle is not certainly known, yet its pure Anglo-Norman style of 
architecture, with its striking reseiidjlance to Rochester Castle, and other buildings 
hy Bishop (iundu][ih, is considenMi to be convincing evidence of its having been 
<»rected sometime* between the years 1088 and llOT.f 

At the bottom, the walls are from eleven feet six inches, to twelve feet six inches 
in thickness; and, at the top, from nine feet six inches to ten feet» The eastern wall 
is thick i*r, by at h*ast a foot, than any of the others; so ordered, without doubt, to 
resist th(i stormy weather, Avhich is known to be more generally prevalent in this 
country from that, than from any other (|uartc»r. Its form is a square, of nearly equal 
sides, OK the east and west m(*asuring about tifty-five feet, and, on the north and 
south, sixty-tn^). Its ln*ight, from the ground to the top of the square turrets, whhrh 
ris<* at the corners, is at present one hnmlred and ten feet. There us<;d to he four of 
these turrets, hut only t\vo are now seen to rise above the platform of the u})pcr story; 
the battlements oV'koth are di?stroyed, and the parapet-wall swept away. The 
materials of this building are Hints and stones, imhedderf in Huid mortar ; and square 
‘ calcareous stoness liandsomely wrought, and laid with great neatness and regidarity, 
cover the whole of the^outcr surface;. I'hese stonfesare believed to have been brought 

* 'riif hops ^rown in tlie* rich vjih’s of tliis parish an' cstL'i'.iucd superior to any other in the county, 
t Some writers are of «»piiiioii that the erection of Jhis castle was either by the first Alberie, carl of 
, (.)xfonl, or his immediate successor. Maud, the queen of Kin^( Stephen, died in this castle in 1151, and 
ww.Oniriid in Fever. sham Abbey; the erection was, therefore, some time previous to that period. This 
piinei ^s was daughter of Eustace, earl^of Boulogne, hrotheP oV Godfrey anj Baldwin, kings of Jerusalem. 
Her mother wa.s Mary, sister of Maud, queen of King Henry the First, whose claim to the Knglish throne 
thi.-* .Maml’s husbaml opposed.— /Jr. DumrvV s An^lo-Nunnan Antiquities, p. 97. Henry* s History of England, 
Svo. vol. vi. p. 192. (Jrme*s Antiquities, ifc, Stow*s Annals, p. 147. 
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from the quarries at Barnack, in Northamptonshire, and seem to be formed of a mix- CHAP. v. 
tiire of miiiut(» shells and earth. 

The original entrance is on the western side, where a flight of stairs conducts 
to the principal door of the lirst story. On either side of this (uitrance, the grooves 
for the portcullis are yet to be seen; and about six feet from the entrance, on 
the north, there is a circular staircase, descending to the ground-floor, and ascending 
to the upper stories. The interior consists of live stories, and was constructed with 
strict attention to security from external enemies. The ground-floor, displaying 
massive strength Avithout ornament, received no light but from loop-hoh*s, simple in 
their form, and only of sullicient dimensions to alloAV the discharge of ofltMisivi* 
weapons from within;* above*, the Avindows increase in size*, and arc se)me\vhat orna- 
menteel; above these, the ape*rture?s are still larger, Avith similar embellishments; in 
the next story, the AvindoAvs arc double, aelmitting me)re air and light; and in the 
upper or attic story, they are richly ornamenteel Avith the usual zigzag of that age*; 
thus, as the elistance fre)in elanger Avas incre*ase*el, the are^hitect seems to have intro- 
duced into his structure air, light, and ornainent.f The entrance* story is ne)t e)nly 
uieire* le)fty than the loAver apartmemts, but theare;hf.*s are se)me»what me)re* e*ipbellisheel, 
and the are‘hite?e‘ture is alte)gether of a ligliter kind. The ste)ry next in sue‘eM*ssion is 
the armoury, or hall e)f auelie*ne*e anel ceremony: this is a noble apartment, thirty-eight 
feet by thirty-eine*, exclusive of the space occupied by a gallery, by which it is sur- 
rounded. Its height, from the floor to the centre of the great arch, Avhich extends 
across and supports the upper part, is tAventy-one feed, and to the ceiling tAventy-eight 
feet. The style of building here is still more end)ellished ; the bases and capitals of 
tlu! pillars displaying more elaborate ornaments. The ancient barons in this apart- 
ment used to receive the homage of their feudal tenants, ami entertained their visitors 
in all the ostentatious hospitality of the times. Above is the attic, or uppermost 
floor; and, last of all, the platform, commanding an extensive view of the surrounding 
country. Near the loop-holes and AvindoAVs, on most of the flooi's^ there are recesses 
Avitliin the Avail; supposed to have been sleeping places for the soldic*rs. I'liroughout 
the whole of this building, as in similar structures of the same ag»), Ave may observe* 
that the ornaments of the imposts and bases of the same arch are ma<le to diller from 
ea(!h oth(?r; and this singularity is a distinguishing (diaracteristic of Anglo-Norman 
Jir(diitecture. 

The balliimi, or inner court, in AvhIch the? castle was inclosed, contained nearly 
three acres; and Avithin it there Avere several toAvers and other buildings, Avhich Avere* 

* In 1720, two openini;s wi'rc mack: with grciit hiboiic tlirmigh tlu*. wall of the ground-floor, for the 
purpose of eonverting this door into an outhouie. 

t Letter of Lewis Majendie, Esq. published in the third volume <if the Vetusta Muiiiiiienta. (^thci 
parts of this description are chiclly from this gentleman's account. 
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erected by Jolni do V"ere, the thirteenth earl, soon alter the battle of Boswurth Field; 
these were mostly destroyed by order of Edward, tlu» seventeenth earl, iii the year 
1502; and the whole building was brought to its present ruinous condition during the 
first Dutch war, in 1006, to prevent the town being troubled with the prisoners 
taken in the sea-engag<!inents, and the soldiers that would have been appointed for 
tln'ir guards, both of whom Avould have proveil unwelcome guests. 

This castle had a governor, or officer c*alled a (jonstable, who, besides his salary, 
had a meadow near the town, yet known by the name of Constable Meadow.* 

There were three parks belonging to this castle : the park which extended to the 
town, and inclosed I lie castle, was named Castle l^irk; another, extending towards 
Gestingthorp, and containing six hundred acres, was named the Great Park; and a 
third, which was stockiMl with red deer, and was bounded on one side by the pond, 
was called the Little Park.f Cressals Farm was the lodge. 

The lordship of ('aslle Hedingham was divided into the manors of Ucdinghani 
Borough, Hedingham Uplands, the manor of the Xuimery, and Kirby Hall manor. 
Of tlu'se, the three last are not distinguished from eac;h other in the impiisitioiis post 
mortem, hut comprehended under the name of the manor of Castle Hedingham, and 
it is not known at Avhat time the other subdivisions took place. Tin* courts of these 
manors arc callcil at the same time in tln^ market-house, and have distinct juries, ren- 
tals, ami <(uit-reuts. 

It was iiulepemlent of all other lordsbijis, and holden imm(*diately of the crown, 
none of the lamls helonging to any other person hut the nohle owners of the castle, 
who had no uinlin* tenants here exei*pt Nicholas Picard, and Nicholas Hawkwood, who 
held half a knight’s fee under John, the seventh earl; and Edward Picard and Thomas 
Baret, the holders also of half a knight’s fee, under the tenth earl, in 

'riiis lordsliip, wlii<-li, in the time of Edward the Confessor, had belonged to a 


* .loliii ro!^stil)lc of the easde, (lied in Mes, and William Ooltoji oeeupied this oflice ;it the 

time of his death, in l.ViO^ Ixith are buried in the eliiiiTh. , 

t 'i'wo liawks’ riiiijs were Ibutid elose to a hop-icroiiiid, abonta ijuarter of a mile from the castle, and 
* near the Iodide of this § neieiit little park, »bieli has been eonvertejl into a farm. This hop ground is in a low 
hottoin, enclosed hy two hills, witli a stn-am riiiiuing through i£, which, before the ground was eniphijed in 
tlie pri sent culture, was eoiiliiy’d by .sluices, forming so\eral i»onds,or stews, tp preserve and fatten tish ; a 
branch of luxury u*ry necessary to our aiieestors before the Ileforiiiatioii*, and practised with an attention 
and,' xpense now in disuse. These rings were formed to pass over the claws of a young hawk, to remain 
oil its leg as a perniaiient mark of tin* proprietor. Tbi^ are flat and circular, and appear to be of tine 
'.'iilwi'i one of them is also gilt; rings, indeed, of gedd have been found, of a form piecisely similar to 
these. The iii>eri|jtioii on both is the .same, and equally ^ It^Tible — “Ox — on — for — de;*’ — the manner 
ill wliirh the ancient family of \’ere, during so^ many cenl,iirie.s possessoi's of tliis castle and honour, 
usually .digued their title of earl. They are iii.serihed on one side only, but it is not unusual to see 
theiiiAiitb an iiiNeription on both.— /.effrr/rt;;/* MajeniliCy Esq, in the Archtcologia^ read Decern- 
her 10, 17115, • 
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Saxon thane named Uhvine,*^ was given l)y the Norman Coin|ucror tQ Alheric de 
Vere, ancestor of the earls of Oxford of that name. The town of Vere, in Zealand, f 
is suppose*! to have been the place whence the ancestors of this fiunily derive 
their surname, and where they luul estates. Alheric, the first of this family that came 
into England, was a man of fame, and on*; of William the C*)n*pu»ror’s generals, whose 
posterity flourish*;*! here, in the enjoyment *3f great riches, h*)nour, aiul power, *luring 
a period of six hundred and thirty years.^: 

'File first Alheric *lo Vere was r*;war*led hy the Cont|uer*)r with fourteen lordships 
in Essex, § hesules many *»th*;rs in iliff’erent parts of the country. lie was the ft)nn*ler 
*)f Colne Priory, where, towanl the close *)f life, he took the habit of a monk; an*l 
where, *)n his death, in 1088, he was hurie*! in his s*m William’s grave, Jly his wife, 
Beatrix, daught*;r *)f Henry Castellan, *3f Bourhourg, hy Sibil, daughter an*l heiress 
of Manasses, count of Ghisnes, || he ha*l Alh*;ric, Geofrey, R*)g<*r, Robert, William, 
and a daught*;r named Roesia, married, first, to Pagan *le Beauchamp, an*l afterwanls 
to Geofr<*y de Mandeville, the first earl of Esst'x of that name. 

Alheric;, th*; s*)n *)f Alheric, was made great chamberlain *)f Englaml by King 
H*;nry the First. In this r<;ign he was also one of the chief justices; and, in I MO, in 
<**)njunction with Ricdianl Bass**t, at that time justice of Englaml, he exe*‘ute*l the 
orti***i of sheriff tor the c*)uiities *)f Surrey, Cambrhlg**, llunting*l*)n, Ess*»x, IIcTtfiml, 
N*)rfhampt*»n, Leic*;ster, Norfolk, Suffolk, Buckingham, au*l Be*lfor*l: in the same 
year he was kille*l in J^ondon, in a popular tumult.1f By his wife, Adcliza, danght*»r 


♦ III tiu; account in Domesday, w»* find mentioned as bcim? here, at tin; time! of tlie survc), “A'/ Hrpvunv 
vhipurum” understood, ‘‘ six ai’iieiis, or acres, of vineyard ainl it is oliscrvable. that on the west sid(“ 
of the castle, toward Haylie Street, wild vines, hearing red grapes, were some time ago to he found. 

t Camden’s Britan, in ()xford.>liire. 

t This account is tliouglit, hy IMr. Morant, to he more prohahly authentic than tlie pedigree given h\ 
Mr. Leland, in his Itinerary, wliicli goes uj) as far as Noah, and takt s in Meh'aijer, who slew the Caledonian 
hoar; Diomedcs, who was at the siege of Troy ; after which follows a suerc^rtion of dukes, till our 
Saviour’s passion. Soon after wKicli, “ Verus, so named from his strict regard to truth in all his deal- 
ings, was l)aptised hy Marcelliis, an. doni. 41. He was ancestor, hy liis eldest son, to the Kmpen»r M. A. 
Wins, and, hy a younger son, to Miles de Vere, duke of Aiigicrs and Mentz, geiieral to the KmptTor 
Charh's tlie Great, in 778, who.se sister, Reitha, Miles had married. ’I'lu* son of Miles was Baldwin, duke 
of Mentz; lie had also a younger .son named Miles, who w'as, hy his uncle (’liarles, created earl »)f (luisiies 
in Normandy.” From this era (\e perceive some appearance of truth, hut a <leep shiuh* of doiiht and un- 
certainty may well he expected in records of greater antiquity. — See Diigdale’s Baronetage, Milles ^aml 
Vincent’s Catalogues, and Collins’ Historical Cj)llections of the nohle families of Cavendish, Hedies, and 
Vere, fed. Lemd. 1743. 

§ Theise le)rdshi|)s were Heelingham Casvle, Karls Colne, Buinpste'ad Steeple, Thunelersley, Ugley, IMa 
nuden, Ashde)n, ihidwinter, Canfield Barva anel Magna, Ui)ding Kytheirpe, Willingail Spain, Bentley Magiia, 
De»vereourt. 

II Ui.st. Geneal. de la Mui.se)n de Ghisnes, p. 42, 80, &c. 

^ Matthew of Westminster, under that year. 
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liOOK H. Gilbert dj* Clare, he had three sons; Alberic, a second son, who was canon of St. 

Osy til’s Friory, Robert, and two daughters; Adeliza, married to Henry de Essex, and 
Juliana, married to Hugh Bigot, earl of Norfolk.* 

third Alberic succeeded his father, and advocating the cause of Queen Maud, 
( jirl. was rewarded by her with large grants, and high and honourable offices. He had 
confirmed to him all his father’s estates, with the office of chamberlain. He had also 
given to him the lands of William de Abrincis; the service of William de Ilelion, 
consisting of ten knights; the lordship of Dedham; the lands of William Fevcrel, at 
Thurrock; of Solomon, the priest^ at Tilbury; and of Geofrey Talbot; and to his bro- 
ther Robert, one liarony. She also granted to Alberic the castle of Colchester and 
the chaiic(*llorsliip of England ; likewise the earldom of Cambridge, or his choice of 
the earldoms of Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Wiltshire, or Dorsetshire.! All these grants 
were afterwards confirmed to Alberic by King Henry the Second, Queen Maud’s son, 
who also constituted him earl of Oxford, with the grant of the third penny of that 
(‘ouuty;| a peripiisite formerly belonging to the English earldoms. He founded the 
nunneries of Hedingham, and of Jackle<lon, in the Isle of Ely. Being a partisan of 
King John, his castle was besieged by tlie barons, and taken by the French. 'J'his 
AUniic earl died in 1194; and his son Alberic, the second earl, died without issue, in 1214. 
oair*'*"* Robert, the third earl, and brother of Alberic, succeeded; he was a soldier in the 
thlrd rari. Wars, as appeared from his effigy, which was cross-legged; it was removed from 
Hatfield Priory into the choir of St. Paul’s. He was a liberal benellictor of the 
monks; and it is supposed to have been this earl, on whose shield a star is said to have 
fallen from heaven, as he was victoriously fighting against the infidels. From this 
recorded tra<lition, the family of Vere had a mullet added to their arms. 

Earl Robertj in right of his wife Isabel, was lord of the barony of Bolbec, which 
descended to his posterity. 

During tin? contest bolw(»en King John and the barons, in 12lfi, the castle of He- 
dingham was besiegwl and taken; and again, in the following year, on the accession 
of Henry the Third, it became an object of contention, and was surrendered to Prince 
‘Lewis, the dauphin of France; who, however, was soon afterwards dispossessed of it, 
by the firm resolution and wise policy of the Earl bf Pembroke, governor to the king. 
Earl Robert, who, for tHc active part he had taken in faVour of the barons, had been 
by name excommunicated by Pope Innocent the Third, was also pardoned, and re- 
stored to his inheritance. 

* (u-oliryuiul William arc mentioned in Queen Maud’s pi.tAit to Alberic, the eldest son, fiom which 
we learn that he had two hrotliers besides the canon and Uohert. The patent referred to is in Vincent’s 
Discoverie of Krrours in Urooke, p. 397. 

t From a xMS. copy. See also Vincent on Krooke, p. 397. 

X See the patent in Vincent’s Di.scovery, p. 409. 
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On his deatli, in 1221, he was buried in the priory church of Hatfield. ‘The fourth 
earl was Hugh, the son of Robert, who commanded armies and fought against the 
infidels in the Holy Land; he built the steeple of the church of EaiTs Colne, in 1228, 
in which church he was buried, on his death, in 12G3. 

Robert, the fifth earl, son of Hugh, was baron of Sainpford, in right of his wife, 
Alice. In the early part of the reign of Henry the Third, this earl joined the discon- 
tented barons against the court faction, hea<led by Peter, bishop of Winchester, and 
was taken prisoner; yet he afterwards enjoyed the confidence; of the king, who niatle 
him one of his generals, in which capacity he conductecl a victorious army against tin* 
French. He was buried at Colne, in 1296. 

The sixth earl was the son of the last, and also named Robert; he was surnamed 
the (jood, being esteemed a saint: ho was also a brave general, and overcame the 
Scotch and French in several engagements. On his death, in 1.331, he; was buried at 
Earl’s Colne. 

The seventh carl was .John, the nephew of the last Robert, and the son of Alphonsus 
de Vere; he was a general in tin; army in Scotland, France, and Manders, and was 
taken prisoner in his tent, by the French, but immediately ransomed by King Ed- 
ward the Third, and afterwards fought with great bravery against the French, parti- 
cularly at the famous battle of Poictiers. !!(» married JVIaiid, sister and co-helress of 
Giles, lord Badlcsmcre, and in her right enjoyed the family title, and dieil in 1358. 

Thomas, the sou of John, succeeded as the eighth earl; he was a general, much 
employed in the French wars, and died in 13T0. 

Robert, the ninth earl, the eldest son of Thomas, in 1385, was created mar((uis of 
Dublin, by Richard the Second, and soon afterwards, by the same prince, createci duke 
of Ireland. These extraordinary instances of the king’s favour w ere highly displeas- 
ing to many of the nobles, wdio considered this <‘ourt favourite t<> be a ptnson alt(>ge- 
thcr unworthy of his or the nation’s regard. lie; was, imlecMf, hatpij as one of those 
who, becoming his favourite, gave evil counsel to the king. Tin* Chronicles of those 
times inform us, that this nohh;man was nunarkahle for nothing hut lewdness ami 
cowardice: to escape from his enemies, he fled into foreign countries, put away his 
duchess, who was one of the royal family, and married *a servmit girl. His death 
was caused by a wound received from a wild boar; passing his last nioimmts in great 
distress and poverty, in 139.5. He was buried at Colne Priory, iittended by the king, 
with several bishops and abbots. 

Alberic, the uncle of the last Robert, was the tenth earl, and a general in the war 
against the Scottdi, in the I'eigii qf King Richard the Second: he was also entrusted 
to make a treaty of peace with France: on his death, in 1400, he w.is buried at Earl’s 
Colne. Having surrendered the office of high chamberlain to the king, his two im- 
mediate successors did not enjoy this office. 
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The eleventh earl was Iliehard, son of the fifth Alberic; he was knight of the 
garter, and employed by King Henry the Fourth in his war with France: he died 
in 1115. 

Jolin, the son of Richard, was the twelfth earl; he was taken by Edward the 
r'oiirth, at th<; battle of Towton Field, and beheaded for his attachment to the house 
of Lancaster. His eldest son, Alberic, was also taken with him, and was beheaded 
before his father. This fiital engagement took place on Sunday, the 14th of April, 
1461. The armies were forty thousand against sixty thousand; command was given 
for no quarter on either side; the battle lasted ten hours, and the lives of thirty-six 
thousand, s(iven hundred and sev(!iity-six Englishmen were sacrificed. 

The thirteenth earl was John, the second son of the hast .lohn; he was rcstor(*d to 
his honours and estates, but could not forget the cruel murder of his father and 
brother in cold blood; for, in the battle at Barnet, on Eastcr-day, in 1471, he fought 
so valiantly Avith his men, that he routed the Yorkists in the wing to Avhich he Avas 
opposed; hut his men having the star,* (the carl’s badge) on their right arm, Averc 
mistaken for enemic^s, and shot at by their friends. When the earl, crying out treason, 
Hed, and the Yorkists regained the victory. On this occasion he escaped from tlu! 
pursuit of his cnennies, tirst into Wales, and after Avards into Frainjc, where he 
(•(juipped a ship, and, with a force of seventy men, sur])rised and took St. Michaers 
Mount, in Cornwall, Avhich he fortified and d(*fended for some time, against the 
king’s I’orces. B(*iiig at last obliged to capitulate, he conditioned for his life, but Avas 
sent to Normandy, and imprisoned tAvelve years in the castle of *Hamines, Avhere he 
Avas so strictly guar<led, that the lady Margaret, his countess, Avas not alloAved access 
to him; I* but, in tin* last year of the reign of Richard the Third, being favoured by 
the prison-ke(»per’s Avife, he elfected his escape, and joined the Earl of Richmond, 
under Avhoin he had the principal command at the great cind decisive battle of Bos- 
worth Field, Avln?ye K1(4iard the Third was slain, on the 22d day of August, .1485, 
and the Earl of Richmond croAvned on the field of Ivittle, as Henry the Seventh. 
Hie l^arl of Oxford Avas iioav restored to the family inheritance, and amply rewarded 
l*or his services*! He Avas made admiral of all England, Ireland, and the duchy of 
Aijuitain (iioav Guier*ne) foi* life: also conshddo of the Tower of London for life. 
( )n surrendering the patent for this last, he had a new ■ one granted, on the 29th of 
.Knu*, 1487, Avith a salary of £100 pounds a year, and a grant for keeping the Avild 
Insists in the ToAver, of Is. a day for himself, and 6d. a day for each animal, to be 
jiaid out of the king’s revenues in the city of I^^ondon. He had also other grants. 
All these favours, expressive of kindness and gratitude, \^ere indeed due from the 

* Or mulk't. 

+ Tills iiiifortimato lady wa.s not allowed any thing from her lortrs retenue.s for her sii|)port, but was 
left entirely dependant on charity, and the labour of her own hands. 
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king, for no one had contributed more to raise him to the? throne than this nobleman, 
who therefore was made his principal servant, both in aftairs of war and*peace; and, 
when not necessarily and officially engaged, he seems to have passed much of his tiiin* 
at his Castle of Hcdingliain. He appears to have been wise, magnificent, learned ami 
religious, and to have liv<*d in great splendour, with much hospitality.* These qualities 
seem to have excited the jealousy and resentment of his master against his old and 
faithful servant; and that at a moment more proper to extinguish than to actuate* tin* 
baser passions, being at the close of a sumptuous and expensive entertainment given 
to the king at the castle. The story is authenticated by our best historians, and thus 
related by lord Verulam: “At the king’s going away, the earl’s servants stood in 
their livery coats and cognizances, ranged on both sides, and made a lane. The king 
called the earl, and said to him, ‘ My lord, I have heard much of your hospitality, but 
I see it is greater than the speech: these handsome gentlemc*n and yeomen, whidi I 
see on both sides of me, are sure your menial servants.’ The earl smiled, and 
answered, ‘If it may please your Grace, that Avere not for mine ease: they are most 
of them my retainers, that are come to do me service at such a time as this, and chiefly 
to see your Grace.’ The king startled a little, and said, ‘ By my faith, my lord, I 
thank you for your good (h(*er; but I may not have my laAvs broken i?i my siglit. 
My attorney must speak with you:’ and it is reported that the earl compoundeil for 
no less a sum than fifteen thousand marcs, (that is, .£10,000,) for this offence against 
the Statute of Retainers.” 

This earl survived his ungenerous sovereign about four yc*ars, having enjoyed his 
confitlence as g(»iieral of his army, after this occniTeiice. Gn Ins death, in 1512, his 
body was conveyed from the castle to the parish church, wliere it lay in stati*,previo\is 
to its interment at Colne Priory. We may form an estimate; of flu; expense and 
parade attemling the funerals of noblemen of that age, from a document preserved in 
the British Museum, f which contains these Avords-: — “ Tl^crc were given of black 
gounes the number of niiie hundred and more; and so was m.y'lT)rd brought to tin* 
parish church, aiul laid in the ({uire.” 

Th(; last John dc Vere dying without issu<*^was succeeded by tlie.sou of his hrothei'A 
Sir George: he was knight of tBe garter, and called Litth* John of C'ampes, from 
Castle Cam})es, where the family had a seat and castle. Iltf Avas also named John tin; 
Aviso, the good, and the rich, Avhich last term at least Avas stri(;tly appropriate;; for, on 
his accession to the earldom, he Avas ollbrcd £12,000 a year for his estates; leaving, in 
his occupation, all manors, hous(;s, castles, parks, Avoods, forests, and all the demesne 
lands thereto belongiiig; the yearfy value of Avhich last might be more than iiuiny 

* Sir Francia BaconS History of Henry the Seventh, p. 221. C*»Hins* Noble Families, p. 252. 

t Harlcian MS. p. 295, folio 155. 
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present earldoms, llicy had also the advowsoiis of several churches; and of the 
priories of Rlackmore, Colne, Hatfield Broad Oak, Hcdingham, Trenhalle, and 
SwafFliam. Tliis earl, dying* in 1.526, without surviving offspring, his sisters became 
his heirs to all the estates not entailed on the heirs male.* He was buried at Colne 
Priory. 

The fifteemth earl was John, the grandson of Sir George de Vc‘re, by his son John, 
nephew of the last earl. He died in 1.539, and was buried in the church of Castle 
I ledingham, under a marble tomb, which bore the effigies of Geofrey, his third son, 
who was tlic grandfather of Mr. John \"erc, .and of lord Horace Vere, both of Kirby 
Hall. 

John, the ehh'st son of tiu* last John de Vere, succeeded his father as the sixteenth 
(»;ir1. lie was a general under King Henry tin* Eighth, at the siege of Boulogne; 
Ins s(M‘oud Avife was Margjirel, sister of Sir Thom.as Golding, by whom he had 
Edward, liis sou and successor. This earl was deprived of his estates by the sin- 
gidarly cruel and unjust prat'tices of the Duke of Somerset;'!' they were, however, 
restored to the family, after (he duke’s conviction and punishment. This earl died in 
1562, and was buried at I ledingham. 

Edward, the sovemieenth earl, succeeded ins father: he wasted, and nearly ruined 
his noble inlieritancc*. For, having a very intimate acipiaintance with Thomas Howard, 
duke of Norfolk, with cruel injustice condemned for his .attachment to the qu(»en of 
S(!o(s, h(! most (?arnestly interceded with William Cecil, lord chancellor Burghley, to 
save tile life of his friend; and, failing in his attempt, he swore he would ruin his 
estate at 1 ledingham, liecause it w.as the. jointure of his first wife, Anne, lord Burgh- 
ley’s dau,ghter. According to tills insane resolution, he not only forsook his lady’s 
b(*d, but sold and wasted the best part of his inheritance; he began to deface the castle, 
|)ulled down ^h(^ outhouses, d(*stroyed all the pales of the three parks, wasted the 

st.'inding timber, and pidled down the walls that inclosed the castle. The father of 

« • 

* Tlic.sc wero Hfdiiisliaiii Casth', tlio manors of Grays, PiTycrs, and howor Hall, in Hcdingham Sible; 
the manors of I/ittle Vcldliam, Karl’s (^dne, ni'aiimoiit, Old Hall, Crc'ping Hall, Downham, Teiidring 
Hall, Mowldar, Flaxl«nd, Hunches, JUoiidcrwic*^, in Purlcy; Warchills, Jackhms, Fanhridgeland, .and 
Stausted Montfu'hct. Ovcrhall and JS'cthcrhall, in I.av(‘nham ; and the manor of Aldham, in Sutfulk. 
Clu shamburg and Choshamhigkiun, in Huckinghatnshirc. • 

t The following .statement is given of thi.s atfair: Kdward Seymour, duke of Somerset, protoetorof the 
really, from an .‘ivarieiun.s and greedy disposition, but under colour of justice, called before him, and 
examined, on certain criminal charges, this niifortunate earl, and so terrified him, that to .save Ids life he 
y,.i> obliged to .ilieiiate to liini, the said duke, by de(*d, in 1547, all his estates and lordsliips, castles, 
manors, ^e. (and to levy a fine in Hilary Term) except ccrtaifi manors, lapds and tenement.^, given by 
King Henry tlie Kighth to the earl’s father, and ^.mtailed on his male heir.s. After this duke had been 
convicted and lost his head, the whole ease was brought before the parliament, which met in January, 
l.)r>l, when the estate.s, by the duke’s attainder, were declared forfeited; i^nd, by an act then passed, 
re.stored to Alberie and Geofrey, two brothers of the lute carl. 
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the lady Anne, by stratagem, contrived that her husband should, unkndwingly, sleep 
with her, believing her to be another woman, and she bore a son to him in conse- 
quencc of this meeting. This lady died in 1588. His second wife was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Thomas Trentham, Esq. who, when her husband was about to sell the 
c;astle and estate at Hedingham, contrived, by the assistance of her friends, to purchase 
and preserve it.for the family.* He died in 1604, and was buried in a private manner 
at Hackney .f 

Henry, the son of Edward, by his second lady, succeeded as tlu', eighteenth earl; 
he was born in 1502, and married Diana, daughter of the Earl of Exeter; he was 
engtiged in the wars of the Netherlands, and died at the Hague, in 1625. 

The nineteenth earl of Oxford was Robert de Vere, the son of Hugh, and grandson 
of Alberic, one of the sons of.Tohn, the fifteenth earl; the earldom was adjudged to 
him by parliament: but the office of lord chamberlain was voted to belong to Robert 
Jiartu, then lord Willoughby, anc<*stor to the dukes of Aneaster, in right of Mary, 
daughter of .Tohn de V^cre, the sixteenth earl of Oxford. Robert de \'cre was slain 
at Maestrieht, in 1632, and Alberic, his only son, suece<*ded him as the twentieth earl; 
he died in ^larch, 1703, at the advanced age of seventy-eight, leaving no surviving 
male ofi’spring, in cons(»(iuence of which, the title of earl of Oxford, in this truly noble 
family, became cxtinct.:|: With his first lady, Anne, daughter and co-heircss of Paul, 
viscount Rayniiig, he had a very large fortune, but no issue. His second lady was 
Diana, daught(*r of George Kirk, Esq. by whom In* had a son, who died young; 
Diana, hiseddest daughter, who was married to Charles Reauclerk, duke of St. Albans, 
and three younger daughters, who all died unmarried. The third son of the duke of 
St. Albans, by his lady Diana, was named Vere, in honour of the most ancient and 
illustrious family of his ancestors, and was created baron Vere, of I Ian worth, in 
Middlesex, in 1750; having married Mary, ehlest slaughter and co-heiress of Thomas 
Chambers, Esq. of that place, by whom he had a son, named* Albe»;ic, and a daughter. 
Henry, tin* eighteenth earl of Oxford, was, by the prudence of his mother, assisted by 
her opulent relations, restored to the Hedingham estate, an agreement being cuitered, 
into with his three half-sisters am] their husliands; on his death, without surviving 
offspring, in 1625, it vas held, in jointure, by his countess Djdiia, second daughter of 

♦ From writings belonging to the family. 

f This carl was not less addicted to graiidcnt*and state flian some his predecessors had been; anil 
it is recorded of him, that he rode into thi! city, and to his house hy London Stone, with eiglity gentlemen, • 
in livery, of Keading tawny, and chains qf |M)ld about their necks, before him ; and one hundred 'tail 
yeomen in the same livery to follow him, without chains, hut all having his cogni/anee of the blue hoar, 
embroidered on their left shoulder. He was also the first that brought perfumed gloves, and similar 
extravagancies, from Italy, into this kingdom. Stow and Strype*s Survey of LondoUf book i. c. 29, and 
Stow's Annals, p. 808. • 

t The arms of Vcrc : Quarterly gules and or, a mullet in the first, argent. 
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Williain, second earl of* Exeter; and, on this lady’s death, in 1655, it retiirnc<l to a 
hraneh of’ the Vere family, and to Francis Trenthiun, Es<j. lirother to the late countess, 
whos(3 son, Sir Francis, gave it in marriage, with his daughter Elizabeth, to Bryan 
Cockaiiie, viscount Cullen.* The lady viscountess Cullen was remarkable for her 
extraordinary beauty; she lived to the age of eighty-one; and, a few months previous 
to her death in 1713, sold this esUite to Robert, William, and Samuel Ashhurst, Esqrs. 

I'he ancient family of Ashhurst is of Ashhurst, in Lancashire, where they had 
|)Ossessions, aiul from whence tlujy derived their surname. Adain de Ashhurst re- 
sided there, soon aft(*r the Conquest, and was succeeded by eight gmierations, from 
Roger, his «*ldest sun, to Richard, all resilient at the family seat. The last of these 
lived in the reigns of Edward the First aiwl Second; and Sir Adam de Ashhurst was 
aAvarrior under King Eilward the '^iliird, in his French wars. Sir John de Ashhurst, f 
his son, married Margaret de Orrellj:]: by whom he had Rogei*, Geofrey, and John. 
Jtoger, by Matilda. Incc*, had Robert, who flourished in 1120; he married Ellen, 
daughter of Ralph Aiulerton, by whom he had John, who, by Catharine, daiightm* 
and co-heiress of Roger Dalton, Esq. Imd Robert, living in l t5f). He married 
Margaret, daughter of Richard Byrani, Esc|. by whom he had John, whose name 
appears in writings in 1516, aiul who married, first, Martha, daughter of’ Sir William 
Ley land; and, secomlly, Alice, daughter and heiress of .lohii Orrell, Esq, by whom 
he luul William, whose son, by Elizabeth, ilaughter of John Ogle, Esip had his son 
William, living in 1571. He married Cecily, daughter of Nicholas I'aylor, and had 
by her a son, named William, who, by his wife MarganM, <laughlc»r of Thomas 
Welton, Es(|. had Henry Ashhurst, who married Cassandra, daughter of John Brad- 
shaw, Esq. by whom he had live daughters, Jane, Anno, Margaret, Mary, and 
Rachel; and four sons: William; John, from whom descended a family settled in 
Ireland; Henry, and Robert. 

William, the «lde.st son, inherited the estate at Ashhurst, whenj he was suc- 
c(!eded by his son; followed by his grandson, both nainetmioinas. 

, Henry, the secoml son, was the fouiuler of the family at C'astle Hedinghani. This 
gentleman having settled in London, jfcijiiired gryat rich(»s, and distinguished himself 
by exemplary piety, cliiyity, and a dignified and virtuous coLuliu^t. He was one of 
the chi<»f proinoti'rs of the institution of a society for propagating the Gospel in 
Aiherica, and zealously assisted the translatovs of the Bible into the Indian language. 

, He marrieil Judith, <laughler of Reresby, Esq. by whom he had four sons and 

* L«ult;F’s Irish IVrraue, vol. iii. p. 21. 

t He was the first wJio, on liiy .seal, had a cross between four fleur-de-lis, and the same arni.s was 
tinned hy tin* family. 

J She brouuiht him considerable estates in Latham, Skelnicrsdale, Aiighton, Pemberton, Wri^hinif- 
don, &.V, 
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two daughters. Henry, William, Joseph who married tlie daughter o( Henry Cor- 
nish, Esq., and Benjamin, who died unmarried. Of the daughters, Mary was married 
to Sir Thomas Lane, and Judith to Robert Booth, merchant, of London, by whom 
lie had Judith, his only daughter and heiress, married to William, lord Cowper, lord 
chancellor of Great Britain. Henry, the eldest son, created a baronet in 1(588, was 
oiKj of the executors of the right honi Robert Boyle, Esq. and one of the trustees 
of his lecture. He purchased the manor of Waterstoke, in Oxfordshire, where he 
Jmilt a handsome seat, and married Diana, daughler of William, lord Paget. Wil- 
liam, the second son, knighted in the time of King William and Queen Mary, was 
lord mayor of London in 1693, and represented that city in parliament many years, 
lie married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Thompson, Es(|. by whom he had seven 
sons and six daughters. He died in 1719, and his lady in 1723. Robert, his eldest 
son, died here, in 17^6, and was succeeded by his brother William, who died in 1735, 
being succeeded by Thomas, his next brother.* 

The Ashliursts were succeeded by Sir Henry Houghton, of Houghton Tower, in 
J^aucashire, and the presemt possessor is Lewis Majendie, Esq. who occupies a hand- 
some mansion-hous<», which, with its offices and out-buildings, was erected by Robert 
Ashhurst, Es(|. in 1719. 

Some time previous to the year 1190, a religious house was established here, for 
black veiled nuns of the Bemxlicfiiie order; Albm’ic, the first earl of Oxford, is re- 
corded to have built this house, but his countess, Lucia, who was the first ]n*ioress, is 
said to have beei^ the foundress.f On her death, the loss of this lady was exctjedingly 
lam<uit<;d by her successor Agnes,:]: and prayers were offered up for her soul in the 
abbey of Westminster, and also in fifty other churches.§ 

This nunnery was dedicated to God, 8t. Mary, St. James, and the ’Holy Cross, and 
endowed with a field of four acres and other lands, and a mill in this parish; a wood in 
Gosfield, called Ruthebrake; the rectories, and the advowson of the vi(^arages of* 
Gosfiold and Hediiigham cpstle; with rents of assize in various parishes. || This house 


♦ Anns of Ashhurst: Gules, a cross eroslet lietwecn* four flcur-de-lis ardent. Oest : On a wreath a 
fox passant proper. 

f Bishop Tanner, A'oOV. Monastic, fol. p. 1.31. Monastic. Anglic, vol. I? p. 615, 1020-21. 

t Joan Clovill was admitted prioress of this nunnery, in 1.331, hy the Idshop of London. — London Heg. 
She is the only one, besides those *if fiUeia and /\tfnrs, whose n.iiiie occ urs in the Ueffister. 

§ VVeever, p. 121. Iceland’s Itinerary, vol. v. p. 3. 

II Mr. Speed, in his Chronicle, in the catalo^Mle of rern;ious houses at the end of the reign of Henry tlie 
Kighth, very erroneously st:»tes, that Sir .iLhii llawkwood, John Oliver, Ks(|. and Thoiiia.s Newington, 
Esq. were the founders of this nunnery, for these persfms wen: not living till a century and a half after 
its foundation. Mr. Newcourt is also mistaken in asserting that it was founded in the Castle — Sec vol. ii. 
p. S21. By a roll of its rc*cnues, it appears to have had two hundn'd and fifty acres of land, in sm.'ill 
parcels, in various parishes. 
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JU)()K 11. continued in the patronaijc of the Vere family till its dissolution, when it was granted 
to the same family, who, having been the original founders, were considered to have 
the best riglit to it. Part of the buihlings have been converted into a farm-house.* 
ii by family of Kirby were in possession of this manor at an early period, and it has 

retained their name. Richard Kirby lived here in 125G; Robert, his son, in 1263, 
and Gilbert in 1289. In 1360 it was held, umbT the Karl of Oxford, by Nndiolas 
Hawk wood and Nicholas Picard; afterwards it belongcnl to Elizabeth Picard, and, 
undoubtedly, derived its secondary name of Picards from this family. 

In the reign of Henry the Sixth, this manor was in the possession of Giles and 
Margaret Linias; and, soon afterwards, became the property of the Kirby family. 
Ill 1 168, John Kirby lived here, and his son John was his successor, toward the close 
of the reign of Edward the Fourth. Thomas, the son of John, married Lettice, 
daugliter of Edmund West, Esq. of Cornard, in Suftblk, sometime after the year 
1195; by this marriage In* had John and Gilbert, and four daughters. 

John, the eldest son, died in 1588, By Elizabeth, his wife, daughter of John Aid- 
ham, of Suffolk, he had one son find four daughters, of whom Jane, the second, was 
married to Lawrence Gent, in 1.581. Henry, the only son, by his wife Elizabeth 
Kltteridge, had two sons, William and Henry, both of wlnun di(*<l young, and lour 
ilaughters.f 

John de Vero, eldest sou of Geofrey d(‘ Vere, Esq. the third son of John, the 
fifteenth earl of Oxfonl, was next in possession of this estate. He died in 1621, 
having marriiMl Thomasiue, daughter of William Car(‘w, Esq. of IStone Castle, in 
Kent, but had no surviving ofl^iring. He was succeeded by his brother Horace, 
who sometimes maile this the place of his residence. He was created baron Vere, of 
Tilbury, ill 1625; and married Mary, tlaiighter of ISir John Tracy, of Tuddington, 
in Gloucestershire, who, with extraordinary constancy and fidelity, attemh'd him in 
all his dangerous expeditiftiis in foreign countries, and survived him thirty-six years, 
which she passed in a 'state of widowhood at Kirby Hall,, where, dying in 1671, in 
the ninetieth year of her age, her husband’s Indrs sold this manor, in 1675, to Robert 
Shetheld, Esq. wlnf, in 1762, sidd it agavi to Richard Springet, Esq. from whom it 
passed to his brother, William,* who, iii 1736, sold it to^John P^ige, attorn(?y-at-law, 
whose heir, Evmi Patterson, in 1762, sohl it to Peter Aluilinaii, Esq. The present 

possessor is Glasscock, Esq. The house is pl(*asantly situated, and has berni 

made a convenient and elegant seat by the successive improvements of different pro- 
ptic*tors. 

Rookswoods is a handsome modem mansion, on the confines* of the parish, towards 
Sible Hedingham, the residence of Dr. Seymour. 

* Arms ol tlio Nuiinny : Arm*ut, two billets in cross, azure and gulca. 

+ Arms ot Kirby : Argent two hdr<, gules, in a caiituii of the second a cross muline, or. 
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The church, dedicated to St. Nicholas, is an ancient jirothic building of stone, with 
an embattled parapet of brick. The carvings of the boar and mullet over the north 
and south Avindows, on the outside, and on the ceiling in the inshle of this building, 
.are siifhcient evidence of its having been erected by the family of De Vere; and from 
the architectural peculiarities of the east window, of the chancel, and other parts of 
the fabric, it is believed to have been built in the reign of King John,* by Alberic, 
the second earl, who endowed it at that time, as appears from the record. The nave 
and side .aisles are lofty and spacious, with circular and octangular pillars of stone, 
supporting gothic .arches: the ceiling is of wood, ornamented Avith singular and curious 
cfirvings. The toAver, Avhich is lofty and of great strength, Avas rebuilt in the year 
1(516, on which occasion four of its five bells were disposed of, to raise a sum of money 
toAvards the expense of the neAv erection. The spacious chancel is separated from 
the nave and aish*s by a lofty carved Avooden screen; anil there Avere formerly a 
nundjer of stalls here, which have been reim^ved to the Avest end of the church. 
Ancient foundations of a former church have been dug up in the chancel, .and it is also 
mentioned in records. It avjis dedicated to St. .Tames, to whom a remarkable spring, 
near the toAVii, famous for miraculous cures of diseases, Avas .also dedicated; and, in a 
small field opposite to this spring, stood 8t, James’s Free Chapel. 

There is a very ancient and stately monument in the chancel, to the memory of 
John lie Vere, the fifth of that name, and fifteenth earl of Oxford; lord of Holbeck, 
Sampford and Seams, great chamberlain of England, knight of the garter, and lord 
chancellor to King Henry the Eighth: he died March the 19th, 1539. On the tomb 
are incumbeut figures of the earl and his wife, the Lady Elizabeth, and the arms and 
quarteriiigs of the family, encircled l)y the garter. On the south and north sidles are 
efiigies of their children, four sous and four d.aughters, avIio are represented kneeling, 
Avith a book open before each. This tomb is about four feet higli, seven long, and 
three broad. A brass insi^ription, Avhich Avas fixed roimd the edge of it, Avas torn ofi’ 
in the time of CroiUAvell. The names of the sons were John dg *Vere, the sixth of 
the name, Alberic de Vere, tlie second son, Geofrey de Vere, the third son, (father 
of John de Vere, of Kirby Hall, Sir Francis de V^ere, knt. the great, general in the 
Low Countries, and the defender of (fist end; and of that rcnoAviied soldier. Sir Horatio 
de Vere, baron of TilbuVy,) and Robert, the fourth son. 

A mural monument on the north side of the chancel is insiTibed : — 

“ In memory of Uobert Aslihurst, Esq’ riti/.cii of London; in commission of the 
peace, and one of the deputy lieutenants of this eoiinty. 

“ A Christian active in life, patient and resigned in death. A Protestant, firm to 
his faith, and constant in hisdove. When he hm^ rebuilt the ancient seat at Heding- 
ham (Jastle out of its ruins, in 1719, being mindful of mortality, he provided for 

* Monast. Anglic, vol. i. p. 10-20. 
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honoured kindred, viz. his father. Sir William Ashhurst, knt. lord mayor 

of London in 101)4?, and frequently representative in parliament for that city; who 
deceased January 12, 1719. His mother, the Lady Ashhurst, daughter of Robert 
Thompson, Estj. who deceased March *22, 1723. His first wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Ash- 
hurst, daughter of Mr. John Gnnston, of Newington, who deceased June 17, 1721. 

And last of all himself, expiring February 25, 1725, in the fifty-fifth year of his age. 

His remains are here deposited by his surviving sons, William and Thomas Ash- 
hurst, in hope of a blessed resurrection.*' 

Another mural inoniiment has the following inscription: 

** In memory of William Ashhurst, Es(|. citizen of London, eldest son and heir of 
Robert Ashhurst, Esq. He had the honour to be in the eoriiinission of the peace, 
one of the deputy lieutenants, and high sheriff of this county, anno 1728. His zeal 
for the liberties of his country was steady ami uniform ; his attachment to the Pro- 
testant succession in the present royal family inviolable. His religion, serious and 
unaffected, and his charity towards those who dillered from him catholic. His in- 
tegrity in every station unquestioned; his concern for the distressed, compassionate 
and ben(?ficial; hi.s friendship, candid and sincere; and his natural temper, easy and 
benevolent. Obiit Jan. IS, 1734, ®tat. 39. 

“There are also deposited in this vault, the remains of Robert Ashhurst, his 
eldest son, who died August 12, 1728, in the third year of his age.*’ 

Oil Ihc east wall of tlie north aisle, upon n large tablet of frec-stonc, is the fol- 
lowing: 


“ Deo opt. max. sacrum, et incmoria*. 

“ Nobilis viri Doiuiniei ub Heila, ex antiqna apud Flandros, e«iiic.stri familia, ob 
singiilarein fid(*iu in prineipeiii el patriam in bistoricis subinde eulebrata oriundi. 
Qui e.nrii orlhodoxx* religionis ergo relicta palria, eiii cum laude din inservierat in 
Aiigliam, ut tutum fideliuin refugium, .sc rccepisset, ibidemque 24. Postreiiios .se- 
nectuti.s aiinos. In divini verbi jugi .studio paiiperiimque subventione potissiimini 
traiisgressit, et IXu ante, lA quotidie moriturus, de domo sua disposuisset ilistilvi et 
cum Chri^ito ^'sse ciipiens, tandem satur dierum plaeide in Deo salvatore obdormisit 
22 Aprilis, anno Cliri.sti 1008, astatis 72, Londini, Anglorum. 

“ Item memorial. 

“ Nob'ilis Matronal Gulielmiai ab«Heila conjugis ipsiiis. Nate patrai Joanne, do- 
mino Haleme ej Fivae propre insulas Flandrorum ex Sallopia equestri apud Artesio-s 
familia (luie iiierEo patriam ob religionem rclinquenft. In utraque fortuna fida 
soeia, et in educandis pie liberis curandaque re domestica mater fainilias iiKM)mpa- 
rabilis obiit in Christo die ultimo mai anny 1605, aitati.s 70, eonjugii 61. 

“ Huie iitrique parent! optime de se merito, debiti honori.s et gratitudinis ergo. 
Petrus ab Heila. F. Scrinissimi Electori.s Palatini consiliurius.** 

BtMioath which inscription is the foliowing: 

“ This monument, originally erected in Allhallow.s, London Wall, was, on that 
.incient church being pulled down, in 1766, put up here, in coiiiincmoratiou of the 
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noble family of V'an Heila, at the sole cost and charge of Peter Muiliiian of London, ('HAP. V. 

merchant, and of Kirby Hall, in this parish, who, in 1722, came also from ihe 

Netherlands.*' 

Translation: 

** To the most beneficent and most mighty God. 

** Sacred to the memory of the noble Dominic, descended from tliat ancient ctjiie.'i- 
trian family of Heila, in Flanders, so frequently celebrated in history for tlieir sin- 
gular attachment to their prince and country, whicli lie had long served with true 
honour; for the .sake of religion he retired to England, the sure n'fuge of the faitli- 
ful, and there spent the last twenty-four years of his life, in the con.stant study of the 
divine word; and by the ]ierformance of charitable, Christian and acceptable works, 
prepared himself for his departure, which he daily expected; he at the same time, 
earnestly desiring his dissolution and to be with Chri.st, settled his family concerns, 
and full of days, quietly rested in his Saviour, dying at London, April the twenty- 
third, in the year of our Lord 1608, and of his age 72. 

“ Also to the memory of the noble matron Gulielma,of Heila, his wife. She was 
daughter of John, lord of the country of Hyleme and Fiva, near the island of Flan- 
ders, who was descended from an equestrian family among the Artesii. She, with 
her husband, deserted her country for her religion. In every .situation .she approved 
herself a faithful companion ; but in the piou.s education of her children, and the 
nianagetiient of her doiiie.stic concern.s, most admirable. She died the last day of 
May, in the year 1605, of her age 70, and of her marriage 51. 

“ As a debt of honour and gratitude, due to the best of parents, Peter of Heila, 
their son, councillor in the electorate of the most .serene palatine, hath erected this 
monument.** 

Iliigli, <h(^ fourth earl of Oxford, founded and endowed an hospital here, in the time Ho^pital. 
of Henry the Third, to pray for the souls of the founder, his wife, their ancestors, and 
heirs; and to exercise hospitality in relieving poor, distressed, and impotent persons. 

It was near the north-east entrance into the castlc-yard, and partly occupied'by poor 
people, a little more than a hundred years ago, hut it has been totally doslroyed- If 
had a chapid, and several chaplains to perforin divine service, and a cemetery belonged 
to it. In records and deeds, this hospital is sometimes naAicd ,New Abbey ; and a 
hold belonging to it, is y(*t known by the name of New Abbey Sleadow. 

The persons who founded the chantry at Siblc Hedinghani, at the same time th.mtiy. 
founded one here also; the endownient was fee both, and both were to pray lor the 
souls of Sir John Ha\vkwood^and his military companions. The house belonging tu 
this chantry was pulled down in 1G76, and a farm-house erected where it stood, near 
the town, by the side of the road to Sudbury; the lauds of the farm are part of wliat 
belonged to the ancient nunnery. 

In 1573, William Martin of Halstead, clothier, gave a house and lands on Uushey chariiies 
Green; two thirds of tHe incovie or prohts arising from which were to be distributed 
to the aged and impotent poor of Booking, and the remaining portion to be given fo 
the same classes of the jiccessitous poor of this parish. 

A piece of ground, out of a fiehl called Winktield, was given, in 1586, by Mr. 
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l)un.stcin HaKlwin, of this parish, for the founding of two almshouses, to be occupied 
by two aged godly persons : accordingly, two houses, for this purpose, were built by 
Anne, his widow. 

In 1(512, Mr. Edward Brewer of Wethersfield gave two houses, near the lands 
called Bowmans, in this parish, for two dwellers, and endowed them with a rent 
charge of forty shillings per annum, out of a dye-house, near Alderford Mill, in Sible 
Iledingham, and lands iti the same parish, and in Great Maplestead. 

The honourable .Tohn Verc, Esq. of Kirby Hall, in 1623, devised a tenement, with 
a barn and grounds in Nunnery Street, for the habitation of four aged impotent poor 
and honest persons of this parish, and endowed it with five pounds a year, to be 
paid to the minister, churchwardens, overseers, and six other inhabitants, trustees; 
and, to insure the performance of this pious intention, Horace, lord Vere of Tilbury, 
ordered, by deed, May 10, 1625, that this annuity should be paid for ever out of 
his lands in the parish of Ovingtoii. 

In 1620, Joseph Alliston, out of his lands called Wythisfield, or Manning’s Croft, 
ne;ir Dragon’s Lane, gave to the poor of this parish an annuity of ten shillings, to be 
distributed on Easter Monday for ever, at the discretion of the minister, church- 
wardens, and some of the chief inhabitants. 

In 1630, Elizabeth, countess dowager of Oxford, gave twenty pounds for the pur- 
<!hase of a house and yard for poor dwellers. 

In 1639, Mrs. Thomasine Vere, widow of the honourable John Vere, of Kirby 
Hall, gave twenty pounds to be improved, at I he discretion of certain trustees, for the 
use of the poor of this [larish; but the money having been many times in danger of 
being lost, two houses, oil the side of the Sudbury road, were purchased with it. 

A house, called Pye Corner, and almshouses by the church-yard, also belong to the 
poor of this parish. 

'riiis parisli, in 1821, contained one thousand one hundred and sixty-three, and, in 
1831, one thousand, two hundred and twenty inhabitants. 


y^:li)HAM. 

f 

This district extends ;iorthward from Castle Hedingham to Tilbury and Belchamp 
Walter, and is bounded by Stambourii and Toppesfield on the west. It is divided 
info Great and Little Ycldham; in records, .the name is written Eldham, Gcldhani, 
. Gcldeham, Gelham, Zeldham, and in Domesday, Geldam. The lands of these pa- 
ris‘h(»s are iiududed in the strong wet-land distric/, l ome of them reckoned very good,* 

f * 

* 'J'ln* avnaia* annual produce per acre is— ‘iO bushels of wheat, and 32 of barley. Hops are also grown 
hiM'c, but not more than a tenth part of tlie.se parishes arc suited to the cultivation of this plant. In Great 
\ eldham there is a considerable growth of cop.sewood, w'hich is let with the farms, and cut at twelve 
years growth; but the production of hop-poles is not very abundant here. 
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particularly on the borders of the river Colne, and of several less important streams, 
by which the larger of these parishes is iiitorsectcd.* 

Great Yeldhatn occupies an agreeable part of the country, and is distant from Clare 
in Suffolk, six, from Braintree eiglit, and from London fifty miles. The houses, scat- 
tered at considerable intervals on either side of the road from Colchester to Haverhill, 
and the surrounding rural scenery, give a very pleasant and healthful appearance to 
the village. Nol far from the church, where a road branches off to Haverhill and 
Cambridge, there is a venerable oak of large dimensions, and apparently of great an- 
tiquity; the stem, in circumference, is twenty-seven feet; its height, from the ground to 
the first branch, twelve; and to the top of the tree, eighty feet. 

The capital manor here wjls in the possession of a freeman, in the time of Edward the 
Confessor; at the survey after the Conquest, it belonged to Ralph, the brother of 
Ilgar, and was holden under him by a Saxon named Walter: other lands had be- 
longed to Wisgar and eight sochmeii, and an under tenant named Grismer. 

There are five manors, or reputed manors, in this parish: 

Yeldham Hall, which is near the church, belonged to a family naun;d Jeffrey, in 
the time of King John, and passed from Jeffrey Fitz- Jeffrey to Walter Fitz-Huni- 
phrey, in 120*^; in 1252, his son, Humphrey, had a grant from King Henry the 
Thirds 01 free warren here, and in the manor of Pentlow.f The Humphrey family 
retained the estate till the year 1329, when Sir Walter, or his son and successor, sold 
it to Henry Darcy, Esq. a descendant of Norman Darcy, of Noc.ton, in Lincolnshire?;! 
he was a citizen and draper of London, whc?re he filled the office of sheriff in 1327, 
and that of mayor in 1337.§ His son and successor, by Katharine, his wife,|l 
Tliomas Darcy, Esq., who, by a course of extravagance, becoming poor and, neecis- 
sitous, sold this possession to the Rev. .John Sh‘ford, rector of Ralshain^ after whom, 
in 1392, it was in the possession of Thomas Fryth of Melford, whoso successor was 
Geofrey Mitchel.lf 

The Doreward family next succeeded, in Sir John 'iOoreward, of tlie 

Dorewards of Booking, held these possessions of the honour of Clare, in M'7(), by the 
service of three knights’ fees.ff John, his son, was the inheritor in 1J76; whose son. 
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♦ They supply abundance 1)f carp, tfnch, cels, perch, and other smaller fish. There are several brick 
bridf^cs over these streams : for the support and repairs of three of the principal of which, the income of 
a small estate was bequeathed, by the Uev. — Morlcy, rector of this parish in 1658. 

f Cartac Antiq. p. 18, M. 5. 

X Diii^dale's Baron, vol. i. p. 3Cl), and vol. ii. ji. 302. 

§ Stowe’s Survey of London ,^ed. 1720, b. ;i. 109, 110. 

Ii The family name of this lady is not recorded; their arms were— Gules, on a saltier ardent, a martlet 
sable. 

Diitchy rolls of the honour of Clare, of which these lands were holden. 

Newcourt, vol. ii. p, 689. 

tt Gutchy Rolls. 
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Ill of the 8ame name, died here in 1480; and he, by will, left this manor, and that of 
Barwick Hall, in Toppesfield, to his second son, William Doreward, Esq. w^o, on 
the death of John, his nephew, became heir to the whole of the Doreward estates. 
He married Margery, eldest daughter and co-heiress of Sir Roger Arsick of South 
Acre, in Norfolk, by whom he had John; and Elizabeth, married to Thomas Fother- 
inghay. Esq. of Woodrising, in Norfolk. The time of the father’s death is not re- 
corded, but John, the son, succeeded to this and other estates. His residence was at 
Spain’s Hall, in this parish. He married Margery, daughter of John Nanton, Esq. 
and dying in 149.5, without surviving offspring, his three nieces, daughters of his sis- 
ter, Elizabeth Fotheringliay, became his co-heiresses; these were Margaret, married 
to Nicholas Beaupre, Esq.; Helen, to Henry Thursby, Esq.; and Christian, to John 
dc‘ ^'ere, Esq. second son of Sir George de Vere, brother of John, the thirteenth earl 
of Oxford, and who, on hia uncle’s death, succeeded to the earldom. The marriage 
settlcnumt, which liears date 1493, conveys the manors of Great Ycldham, Berwicks, 
and Scotneys in Toppesfield, to the carl and his lady, and their heirs. On the death 
of this earl, without issue, in 1512, he was succeeded in this and other estates by John 
the fifteenth, John the sixteenth, and Edward the seventeenth, earls of Oxford; the 
last of whom, in the difficulties caused by his extravagance, sold this estate to the 
family of l^luinme, or Plume, whose descendants retained possession till the year 
1718. This family for a time extended itself, and became considerable in this county; 
the first on record is Robert Plume, who was tenant of this manor under John, earl 
of Oxford, in the reign of Henry the Eighth; his son, Robert, purcluised the estate. 

He married Elizabeth, daughter of Furchas, of this parish, by whom he had 

three sons, Robert, Thomas, and Edmund. Robert, the eldest, was seated at Spain’s 
Hall; Edmund, the third, was of Ilawkden Hall, in Suffolk;* and the second, Tho- 
mas, was seated at \eldham IIall;f he died, in 1615, in possession of this manor, 
holdeii, with other estates, of the king, as of his honour of Clare. He married Mary, 

daughter of 'Hammond, of Ellingham, in Norfolk, by whom he had three sons: 

Samuel, Thomas of Maldon, father of Dr. '^Phomas Plume of that town, and Robert. 
Samuel, the eldest son, of Ycldham Hall, married, first, Dorothy, daughter of Wil- 
liam Iligham, Es(j. of East, Ham and Lincolll’^ Inn, by whom he had Samu(d, of 
Oxford and Lincoln’s dnn, who died before his father, in 163.5; Thomas, a linen- 
ilraper of London, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Giles Barnardiston, Esq. of 
Chire Priory, who bore him several children; all of whom died young, or without 
issue. By his second wife, Katharine Bolton, of Surrey, he had Nathaniel, attorney- 

r *' 

* In tlu' Roifister he is styled knl^dit, but enquire only in the Inquisition. His widow was married to 
Sir Jiiiiies Hobart, of Hales, in Norfolk, and held this manor in dower till her death, in 1517. 

t He married the daughter of _ Heron, of Norfolk, by whom he had seven son.s : — 1, Edmund of 

Shalford, who inarricd the daughter of Collin, of Great Bardfield ; 9* John of Hawkdon ; 3. Robert 

of London, .*<ilk-mercer j 4. Nathaniel of Loudon, woollen-draper; 6. William; 6. Joseph; 7. Samuel. 
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at-law, who married Elizabeth, daughter of John Butcher, Esq. of Spain’s llall.'* * * § ^ 
He sold the estate to Samuel Rush, Esq. of the family of that name, of Colchester, 
Brackstcad, Birdbrook, and Maldon; Sir W. Rush is the present proprietor. 

The manor-house of Ounces extends into the two parishes of Yeldham and Top- 
pesiield, but great part of the land is in this parish, to which the manor belongs. Its 
name is derived from the family of Gounse, or Guncelin, its ancient owner. In 1295, 
Guncelin, the son of Richard, held lands here; and a deed of Richard, rector of Gel- 
ham, dated 1407, ninth of Henry the Fourth, is witnessed by Thomas Gounce. This 
manor was holden partly of the honour of Clare, and partly of the honour of Stain- 
bourn.f In 1585, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, William Bigg died possessed of 
this and other estates ; and it was also held by Richard Symonds, on his decease, in 
1627; and John, the hist of this family, in 1692, left it to his nephew, John Pepys, 
Esq., whose sister, Susanna, conveyed it to her husband. Dr. Jonas Redman, wlio 
sold it, ill 1749, to Peter Muilman, Esq. an eminent London mercliant, who, with 
his brother Henry, were the first of this family who came into England from tin? 
United Provinces, where they had flourished above three hundred years. The suc- 
cessor of this gentleman was his son, Richard Muilman, Es({. 

Spain’s Hall is about three quarters of a mile from the church, on the eastern bank 
of the river Colne; it has received its name from a family bearing the surname of 
‘‘ De Hispania, or Spain,” the country from which they had emigrated. 

In 1253, this manor was holden of the honour of Ciustle lledingham, by William 
de Muschet, who, in the reign of King Henry the Third, was succreeded by William 
and Richard de Hispania; and, in 1286, the estate came into the possession of Cecily 
and Isabel, daughters of Michael de Hispania. John Weld held this estate as, half a 
knight’s fee, in 1360, and it continued in this family till 1426; when ^it appears to 
have passed to John Doreward;t and to William Walpole in 1498. It was in the 
occupation of Richard Plume, John Crockrood, and Hicharcl and Thomas Piirchas, 
jointly or successively, in the years 1572 and 1573; and continhftd in the Plume 
family till it passed to Symonds, Pepys, and Peter Muilman, Esq. ; jifterwards, it be- 
came the property of John Campbell, Esq. (who marrieil a daughter of Lady \'incent), 
and he sold it to John Way, Esq., whose widow is the present owner ami occupier of 
this pleasant seat.§ 

The ancient family of Boteler,|| or Butler, is supposed to have given its name to 

* Arms of Plume : Ermine, a bend vaire or and gules, cotised vert. Motto : “ Vere vade.” 

t Court-rolls of Stambourn Hall. 

X llcntal of Castle Hcdingliam. 

§ Tins lady is the mother of the Uev. Lewis Way. The family is from Dorsetshire. 

II William de Boteler was living here in 1265, and another of the same name signed a deed in 1364'. 
Henry Boteler is mentioned in a deed dated 1303, and witness to another deed in 1i<08. 
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this manor. The mansion-house stood in the fields, behind Spain’s Hall, and from 
the foundations, which may yet be traced, it appears to have been a building of consi- 
derable extent. 

'^I'his manor is believed to have been incorporated with that of Spain’s Hall, as 
appears probable by the intermarriage of a female heiress of the Butlers, into the 
Spain’s Hall family. It was purchased of Edward, earl of Oxford,* as Yeldham Hall 
was, by Robert Plume, whose son, Robert, married two Avives, and by the first had 
i>iily one daughter. By his second wife, Grace, daughter and co-heiress of Robert 
Crackbone of Takelcy Grange, he had two sons, Robert and John. The latter Avas 
seat(‘d at Ridge well Hall; and Robert, the eldest son, succeeded his father, on his 
death, in 162.5; he Avas living at Spain’s Hall in 1634. His first Avife Avas Frances 
Gawsell, by Avhoin he had tAvo sons and four daughters; and by Honoria Woolrich 
he had a daughter. Botelers, with Spain’s Hall, passed from this family to that of 
Symonds, ami successively to Pepys and Peter Muilman, Es<j., &c. 

(irapnells and Old Hall formed a manor, Avhich, having been incorporated Avith 
oth(»r manors, cannot noAv be traced out; and its existence as a distinct estate is only 
ascertained by reference to ancient Avritings. It Avas in the possession of a family of 
the name of Grapnell at an early period. The name of Thomas Grapnell occurs as 
Avitness to a deo<l in 1350; Willmm Doreward, and Catharine, his wife, Averc in 
possession of this manor in 1305, and John Doreward, on his death, in 1480, Avas in 
possession of* the Avliole or part of it, Avhich he is said to have held of the honour of 
Clare. From the DorcAvards it passed to a branch of the Verc family. 

'riie noble family of l)e la Pole Avere anciently in possession of a capital messuage, 
named jthe Pool: it is on the eastern bank of the river Colne, and about a mile from 
the church. ISorne of the family of Pole were dukes of Suffolk, and had estates at 
Gestingthorp *ind Hatfield J\'A'erel. Hugh de la Pole was of this place, and Avitnessed 
a <leed in 1296, in the tjime of Edward the First. It continued in this family till it 
Avas conveyed, by* John de la Pole, to .John Weld, of Spain’s Hall. In 1373, an 
assignment Avas made by John Weld and Roger de Wolverston, to Geofrey Mitchel 
of Great Yeldham, of Jill those lands and tencunents called Le Pool, Avhich they had 
by feoffment from Sir Thoma? Nanton, and Avhich‘had previously belonged to Thomas 
Sjih'inan. It afterwards passed to Sir Thomas Staeinton,f ‘and to the DoreAvard 
fjunily,J from Avhich it was conveyed, by John Doreward, Esq. to John, earl of Ox- 
ford, Avhose grjindson, Edward, sold it, with other estates, to Robert Plume; from 

* hi July, l.WO, n warrant w!i8 issued to seize this aiid®othcr estates for a debt of ^ 1 1 ,000, due 
to the crown from Edward, carl of Oxford j thv being at that time in the occupation of Robert Plume. — 
^ppentiije to J, Stripe's Third rolume of the Annah of the Churchy Number 10. 

t Staunton’s seal of arms ; Three peacocks, pewits, or lapwings, with leps couped. 

♦ From the writings of the estate. 
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whom it passed, by iiiortj^age, to Richanl Syiuoiids, Esq. whose postoritVj seated at CHAI*. 
this place, Nourished above a hundred years. • Suiumds 

The family, orig'iually of Croft, in Lancashire, continued there, in a direct line, i’or - 
about tAv enty f»en orations, tcnninatiuj»’ in females. The Syiuondses of Norfolk sprung* 
from Richard, of the thinl generation; and the Cambridgeshire branch of the family 
sprung* from John, in tlie eighth generation. Thomas Symonds, of the eleventh gene- 
ration, married a daughter of Mr. Tolleshunt, of Ttdleshunt Darcy. Thomas, in the 
fourteenth descent, married the daughter of Rfd)ert Osbahleston; an<l John, in the 
seveut(*enth descent, by the <laughtcr of William Lording, had two sons, William of 

Croft, and Robert, who, marrying the daughter and heiress of Congreve, ol’ 

Stratton, in Stadbrdshire, setth»d in that county; the SYmonds(*s of Oxfordshire were 
his descendants. John Syinouds, in the twentieth generation, was of Newport; and 
marrying Margaret, daughter of Thomas Maynard, Esq. had by her John, wd)o, hy 
Anne, < laughter of Thomas Reubow of Shropshire, had Richard Symonds, a cursitor 
in chaucc*ry; who, in 15H0, marrying Elizabeth, daughter of Ro])ert Plume, (d’Clrcat 
Veldham Hall, had with her this inheritance.* On his (h*ath, in Kill, he was suc- 
ceeded in this estate by his son Richard. He had also four other sous: .John, J'homas 
who <lied in l()2rj witho»it issue, Samuel, and John, who occurs in tlu^ [>edigree as the 
eldest son. 

SamiK}!, (he third son, was a (Mirsit<»r in c*hanc4»ry, and had tln^ estate* of ()liv(*rs in 
Toppeslield; he married Dorot hy, daughter of Thomas I larlakenden, td’ EaiTs Colne, 
but disposing of liis property, he left this c<uintry, and settled, with his family, in 
New Kiiglaiid. 

Edmund, the fouvRi son, was also a cursitor in chancery; he married Anne, only 
daughter of Joshua Draper ot‘ nraintree, in whose right he had an estate at Black 
Notley, where In* <lied, iii 1(127. Of his three sons, Richanl, (he eldest, was a cur- 
sitor in chancery, and the collector of arms, epitaphs, and other anti(|uities belonging 
to (he county of Essex, which form three folio volumes, and are, preserved in the 
Herahrs Otiie<'. In IGIJ, fte was committed to prison, hy Miles C()r])c*t, for his 
loyalty to King dairies the First; but effecting li is escape, he entered the royal army, 
(unmiiandcd hy Lord Bernard Steiuirt, earl of IJtchlield, and fought under him at the 
battles of Cropedy Bridge, Lestjivithiel, at the secoml and thinl jt?hgageinents at Naseby, 
and at the aetion wlileh took place on the relief of Chester, where that luddc^ lord was 
slain. H(» was aftcu’wanls at Deiil»gh,,witli Sir M'illiain Vaughan, and in various 
other actions. 

Edward, tin* second son, was in tfirpis for the king at the time of his death, whil-h 
took place at (^xfonl, in l(vi5. 

* In the Post IMortem Inquisition, he is said to have had Olivers, Diidinans, and Gunijes in Toppe.s field, 
and the manor of Nicholla in .^lialfoi d ; but the Pool is not mentioned. 

3 Y 


VOT.. I. 



530 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK II. 


Spciirrr 

Farm. 


Loviii^- 

tOllM. 


John was the third son of the first Richard, and the next succeeding child was u 
daughter, uniiied Anne. 

Richnni, the fifth son, was of Magdalen College, Cainliridge, and of Lincoln’s Inn. 

I le purchased the manor of Pantfield, which he sometimes made the place of his resi- 
dence. On his death, in 1680, he was buried in this church, w'itli a monument, on 
whii^h he is named Richard Fitz-Symonds. 

John, the eldest son of the first Richard, married Anne, daughter of Thomas Elyott, 
Fs<j. of Oodalming, in Surrey, by whom he had four sons: Richard, John, Samuel, 
Fitz-Symonds, and four daughters: Agnes, married to Thomas Bacon, merchant, of 
London; Elizabeth, married to Anthony Woolmer, Esej. of Lincoln’s Inn; and Thoma- 
sine and Dorothy, twins; of these last, Thomasine was married to Pepys, Esij. 

Richard, the eldest son of John Symoiids, was of Lincoln’s Inn, and fought under 
the Karl of Esse.v, in several engagements against the king. He was slain at Naseby, 
in fighting under Sir Thomas Fairfax. 

John, the second son, on his father’s resignation, in 1641, became one of the cur- 
.sitors ill chancery. He was of Lincoln’s Inn, and forty years justice of the peace in 
his native county. He married, first, Ellzaheth, daughter of Sir Robert Quarles, 
knt. of Romford, who died in 1666, and was buried in this church. Jane, the daugh- 
ter of Sir Robert Burgoyne, of Sutton,* in Bedfordshire, was the second wife of John 
Synmnds, but he had no children by cither of them, and, on his death in 1GD3, at the 
age of seventy-four, he left this and his other estates to his nephew, John Pepys, Esq, 
whose heirs, in 1749, sold theun to Peter Muihnan, Esq.j- 

The handsome modern iiiatisioii of Spencer Farm was erected by the Viscountess 
Bateman, daughter <»f Charles Spencer, earl of Suntlerland, and grand-daughter of the 
first <luf\e of Marlborough. It was purchased, in 1783, by Gregory T.ewis Way, se- 
cond son of Ix'wis Way, Esq. of Richmond, Surrey; and Denham Place, Buckingham- 
shire. The family came originally from the neighbourhood of tin; river VV^ay, in Dor- 
setshire.l It is iio^v.the scat of the Rev. I.iCwis Way, son of Mrs. Way, of Spain’s Hall. 

Loviiigtons, now a farm, was formerly the resideuefc of Sir Geofrey Amherst, 
^ governor of Quebec. Other estates occupied as farms are Stonebridge, Brookfarm, 
and IVIau’s Cross! 


It was an ancestor of this f;ont1cin:m, to whom .lohii of Gaunt granted the estate which the family 
possesses at the present time, by the following reiiiarkaide deed : 


** I, John of Gaunt, 

Do give and do grant. 
To Roger Burgoyne, 


And the heiis of his loin. 
All Sutton and Rotten, 
J^ntil the world's rotten.” 


t Anns of Symoiids : Azure, a chevron engrailed between three trefoil^ slipped, or. Crest : A boar's 
head rouped arueiit , armed or, bristled .sable, within a mural erown, or and azure. Motto'. “ Moriedu vivo. 
I die to Ihe.” 


J Anii.s of Way; Three iiiuUets gules, hauriant, on a field azure. 
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The church is a handsome building; of stone, dedicated to St. Andrew, and heliovtMl chap. 
to have been erected by the united contributions of the neighbouring {reiitry, wh(»se ( 
numerous coats of arms were formerly exhibited on the rood screen, where some of 
them are yet visible, particularly that of the De Veres. '^Fhcre is a nave, south aisli*, 
and chancel, with a small chapel on the south side, belonging to the l^ool, and used as 
a cemetery by the Symonds and other families. At the west end is a stately lower, 
containing six bells. A handsome altar-piece, a window, embellished with painte<l 
glass, and ornaments about the pulpit, were the gift of Peter Muilman, Esep 

In the south chancel, or chapel, there is a small mural monument, with an inscription 
to the memory of Richard Fitz-Symonds, who died on the 2()th of September, 1(580, inscrii.- 
aged eighty-three. 

Opposite to this, there is a much larger monument, of black marble, with iiiimerons 
elegant alabaster orngiments; it is supported on trusses, and beiirs the following 
inscription: — 

“ Here rests in to be iiwakcncd only by tlir 

last, trumpet, John Synnnnls, t»f C'lfiit Wldhiiiii, in 
till! niiinty of Kssox, ICstpiirc. In fdnrolu’s Inn hr 
studied the laws diliitontly, but {)caro still inoiv ; 
havinjf been, for nearly forty years, a most watchful 
nia^istrate [jn.stire of peace] : adminislcriii!; tin- 
law strictly, but always with e<iuity, for he applied 
himself to it solely in order to put an end tt) litiga- 
tions protracted by e.\penses and malignity ; on 
wliieh account he wa.s every where looked upon as 
the patron and ri'fiige of the fmor. He was a pat- 
tern of piety towards God, [of fidelity towards his 
friend], and of liberality towards the indigent. He 
married two wives, to each of whom he evinced a 
constant and remarkable atfeclion : the first was 
the daugliter of Sir Uobert Quarles, of Koniford, in 
the county oP Essex, iuiight ; the other, the daugh- 
ter «>f Sir Kuhert liiirgoyne, ftf»Sutt«»n, in the counts 
of Bedford, knight and baronet. 'Die rightt-inis 
shall be had in esTrlasling n'lneinhram-e. 

'riie memory of the just shall «ot perish for eser.J * 

He «lied Eeh. 29, in the year <d' salvation I(»y*2, in 
the seventy-fourth year hf his agi*.” 

A pediment above this inscription bears the family arms, and supports an urn, with 
figures of angels ami various other appropriate oriiaincnts. 

A small tablet on the east Avail hears the following inscription: — 

“ Here lieth the body of Mrs. Susannah Bu?igoyne, widow, <»iie of the daughters 
of Dr. Batswiek, and wife to Dr. Burgoyiie. She departi d this life the ‘ititli of 
Jannarie, 1685, being about forty-five years of age. Her life was mucli desired by 
all that knew her, and her death greatly lamented.’* 


** Hie in pace ([uie.scit, non nisi uovi.ssimA. tuba 
evocandus, Johannes Symonds, de Yeldiiam Magna, 
in eoiuit [atu] Essexite, Ariniger. In hospiiio Lin- 
eoliiiensi legibns inipensi^ studuit, sed pace inagis, 
iMijus per (|uadraginta fere annos eusto.s erat vigilan- 
ti.s.'-imns ; Juris imprimis, sed et aucpii simul, eon- 
sultissimus ; id etiiiii uiiici^ euravit, ut lite.s extin- 
giieret, inipensis et siinultate .seiie.seentes ; uiide 
iihiipie habitii.s est panjierum patronus et asylum. 
Spectac'ulum erat erga Deiiiii pietatis, [ 

J , erga egeiios liberalitatis. Duas 
exeepit uxores, iitrauKjue aiquo et singulari coluit 
afiectu : primaiii Domini Bob [erti] Quarles filiain, 
de Uoinford, ill eomit [atu] Essexiu:, iiiilitis ; sc- 
eiindam Doinini Uogeri Burgoyne, de Sutton, in 
agio Bedford [ien.si], militi.s et bar [oneiti] filiam. 
Memoria justi non porihit in icteriiyin. Obiit Feb. 
xxix. anno salutis, U>92. AFiltatis suae 71.” 
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The wortl .fehovah, cncirelctl with rays of appears on a plate of brass, in a 
recf?ss, in llni wall, anti beneath, on the left-hand side*, arc the effigies of a man, 
witli tliat of a woman on his right; between them there is a table, tjharged on either 
sidii with th(j tigures of five boys and a girl ; nnderneath tire the arms of the Syinonds 
family. There is neither inscription nor date, however, to inform posterity to whom 
tliese memorials belong. The costume bespeaks great antitpiity. 

Among the inscriptions on brass, inserted into flag-stones in the chapel, are the 
following : — 

“ Msiry, tlif late wife iif Samuel Weely, ami daughter of William Quarles, Ks<i. 
was lu re interred the viii. of Sept. 16112.*' 

On another : 

“ Eli/aheth, daughter of Sir Robert Quarles, kiit. and late wife of John Syinonds, 

Es<j. died Deeember hi, 1000, ami lieth here interred.” 

And on a tliird: 

“ (Jrlando Fitz-Synionds, Esq. died Ivh. ‘iO, 1091, and is here reposed.” 

On an elegant monument is the following inscription: — 

“ Here inferred are the nunains of the, dow'ager lady viseountess Bateman, who 
was daughter to Charles, earl of Sunderland, and grand-daiightiT to Jolin, duke of 
Marlborough. She tiled, February the lyth, in the year ITCH).** 

A house* near the church, which was anciently appropriated to the hospitable pur- 
pose of preparing a dinner for poor people on the day of their .inarringc?, lias since 
heen converted into a school-room, and endowed, hy John Syinonds, Esep with an 
('state; ciillcd Kettles, in Halstead. 'Hie master is reepiired to teach reading, writing, 
and accounts, to a certain nnmher of poop chi Idrem of this parish. IMr. Syinonds jilso 
built six almshouses for the residence of as many poor aged men and women, avIio are 
maintained at the expense of tlw? parish. 

The sum of three ><hillingH, yearly, is paid to the chnreliwarde.'ris, at l^aster, for the 
relief of the poor, out of a pie?ce of laud called Cracknels/ And provision is still made 
for a sufficient epijintity of pease-straw for the winter season, and rushes for the summer, 
to be strewed in the seats of the churcli, according to a now obsolete practice. 

The nnmher of inhabitants in this parish, in 1821, was five' hundred and iifty-tAvo; 
in 1831, they bad increased to six liundreei and seventy- three. 

LITTLE, or UPPER YELUIIAM. 

From the* last, described parish, this of Littfc Ycldham, yvhich is bounded on the 
north by 'rilbury and Waltc;r Belcharap, and on the south by Castle Hedinghain, 
extends eastward to (ie;stinglhorp; the village is fifty-three mile's from London, in a 
retired situation: it is imperfectly supplied with water, being at a considerable distance 
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from the river, or from any runnings stream. Some historians are of opinion tliat this 
parish was separated from Great Yeldham soon after the Conquest; but, ’as it is men- 
tioned in the survey of Domesday, as a ))erewic.k or Iiandot to Clare, and held under 
the Earl of Bouloj^ne, it may reasonably be doubted whether it ever did form a part 
of the larger parish of the same name. 

In 1090, a ehureh in Gelhaiii is stated to have been granted, by Gilbert de Clare, 
to the collegiate* church of St. John the Baptist, of that parish;* but the first instance, 
in records, of the appellation of Parva Gclham, (Little Vcldham,) is in 13TI, the? forty- 
fifth of Edwanl the Third.f In the thirty-fourth of the same king, Ave fiiul only the 
general name of Geldham. 

Ovcrhall, the capital manor of this parish, appears to have been in possession of the 
Vere family from the time of Henry the Second, and is mentioned as two knights’ lees 
and a quarter, Avhi(Ji Alberic de Vere, the second carl of Oxford, held of the honour 
of Boulogne, in that ting’s reign. In King John’s reign, Robert, the third earl, paid 
£10 into the exchequer, for the farm of Geldham; and for this manor, Hugh, his son, 
the fourth earl, paid the same fee. 

In 133G, it is stated in the record that King Ed^vard the Third redeased the fee 
farm to John, the seventh earl, in lieu of twenty marks yearly rent, which he was 
accustom(‘d to receive out of the cxchecjuer, for the third penny of the c'ounty of 
Oxford ; and it was then holdeu in caplte, as parcel of the earldom. 

In 1584, this manor, with the advoAvson of the church, was sold, by Edward the 
sevente(*nth earl,| to John Mabbe, or Webbo, from whom it passed, in 1592, to 
Lewis Prowde and EdAvard Smith; and, in 1594, to William Dry wood. 

Elizabeth Bed well, Avidow, held this estate, in 159(5, till her death in 1(508; Anne 
Avas her daughter and luuress. 

Ulie next possessors of this manor Avere William Dod, .and Elizalxdh, his wife, in 
1608; and Richard Dod, of London, in right of Anne, his Avife, kept ;i court-baron 
here in 1609, and Avas here in 1(547. He had the estate for life^ iAyihich, on his deatli, 
Avent to William BedAvcll,' and his heirs; in 1(547, it had desceiidtsl to his three 

daughters; Catharine, the Avife of Vesey; Anne, Avife of laishington; and^ 

Margaret, Avife of John Clark, minister of ISt. Botolph’s, Bishopsgatt^ in I^ondon; the 
issue of these last Avcr.5 John Clark, bred a merchant, who diqd* unmarried; and Sarah, 
married to Widdegrave Slday, Esq. of Alpliamstone, Avho ha(l by h(;r Wahh*grav<*, 
and John, felloAV of Emanuel College, Cambridge, Avhere he <lie.d in 1712. Th(» 

* Monastic. Anglic, vol. i. p. lOOU. 

t In an extent, forty-nintlnof Henry the 'fbird, of hiinls taken into the king’s hiAnds, “ innner de Gel- 
hiim parva” is mentioned, and “ terr’ et tcneiii,” in Mai^ia Gelhaiii, doin* Ilmnfr. de Bohnn. 

t In thebuok of Alienations, [i. lia, it is styled tiie manor of Gelham, alias Geldham, alias Over Vcld- 
haiii, alias tapper Yeldham, alias Over Veldhaiii Hall, alius Little Vcldham manor. 


CHAP. \ 
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father, kept a court here in 1(564; and the widow continued to hold the estate till her 
son came of ag<», in 1(583.* He dic*l in 1696, leaving, by his wife Anne, daughter of 
Jolni Mordcn, of Bradley, in Suffolk, Anne, Sarah; and a posthumous son, named 
Waldcgrave, who died in infancy. The two daughters, co-heiresses, in 1749, sold 
the estate to P<;ter Muihnan, Es<j. 

Aherton manor, and Michaelstow, in Ramsey, were anciently holden of this manor. 

(Jodilim?-. An estate, bearing the name of Goddings, wiis formerly reckoned a manor; in old 
writings, it is som(*t lines stateil to be a knight’s fee, and, at otlier times, said to be only 
a ipiarter of a fee. The house has been destroyed, but a wood in this parish yet bears 
the name of Goddings. Tlie ancient family of Goodinge were in possession of this 
estate in the reign of Richard the Second and Henry the Fourth; in the sixteenth 
century, it hail become the property of a person named Fryer, or Frere, of Clare, 
from whom it passed to Richard Eden, of Great Cornard, who, in 1578, conveyed it 
to Richard Unwin, of Steeple Bumpstead; who, in 1(521, sold it to Roger Ilarlaken- 
den ; from whose family it passed to Thomas Crackrod i, of the ancient fiimily of that 
name, in Toppesfield; and aft(*rwanls became* the property of the Ruggles family.f 
An estate in this parish, called Se wales, wjis placed in the custody of Robert Sewale, 
of C"oggoshall,:t: by John, earl of Oxford, in 1534, during the minority of William, 
soil ami lieir of John Rcyner; and the name given on this occasion has been retained 
to the present tiine. 

Chiiirh. The church is a small plain building, with no separation from t|ie chancel. It is 
indebted, for a handsome set of plate, to the munificence of Peter Muilman, Esq. 
'Phe same gentleman planted the fir trees which surround the church-yard. 

This church, which originally belonged to Richard Fitz-Gislebert, was given, by 
his son Gilbert de Clan*, to the priory of that place, § which was afterwards converted 
into a college at IStoke; ami the. advowsoii remained in the gift of that house till the 
general dissolutioiuof monasteries, when it passed to the crown, where it has remained 
to the present time. 

eiun ity. ^ In 1555, Mr. John Cook, of Belchamp Otten, left an annuity of 2s, to the poor of 
this parish, l.s-. (o be paid fourteen days* before Miidiaelmas, the other at Lady Day. 

This parish, in 182lJ (;ontained two hundred and eiglity-sev6n, and, in 1831, three 
hundred and seventy-four inhabitiints. 

, * 'riu* widow of WaldoKravc Siday wa.s married to a second husband, Thomas Chrochcrodc, of Staffords, 
in this parish, and had by him Thomas, John, William, Sar^li.*. 

f The modern mansion-house, of this estate, named the (led House, is 'about a mile south from the 
cliiirch. * 

X Feoil. mil. at Castrum do Ilcngham spectan. fol. 14. 

§ Monastic. Anglic, vol. i. p. I006. 
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GESTINGTIiORP. 

A small rinilet separates this parish from Belchamp Walter northward, and it ex- 
tends southward to Wickham St. Paul’s; on the east it is bouiidcul by Bulmer and 
Middleton, and on the west by I^ittle Yeldham. The soil is {Generally stiff* and h(?avy, 
but a vein of sandy loam occurs, which is in a high degree productive. Some hops 
are grown here.* The name in records is variously written, Gedlingthorp, Oest-ing- 
horp, Gestnynthorp, Gestmynthorpe, Ghestingetorp, and, in Domesday, Gh*stinge- 
thorp. Some writers have supposed this name to be from the Saxon a stranger, 
or guest; in^, a meadow or pasture; and j^oppe, a village; but this etymology is 
doubtful. The village is four miles from Sudbury, and fifty from London. There 
are four manors in this parish. 

Ovcrhall, or Upperhall, with Gardiners, or Gernons, occupies the highest part, as 
the name indicates. This, which is properly the capital manor, is appended to the 
manor of Ode well, from which it continued distinct till the reign of Edward I he Con- 
fessor, though neither of them bore their present names. The mansion of Ovcrhall, 
situated near the church,* is a good substantial building, much improved by the family 
of the present possessor of the estate*, Edward Walker, Esep 

Algar, earl of Morctia, was the owner of this lordship in the reign of Edward the 
Confessor; and, at the time of the general survey, it had passed into the possession of 
Otto Aurifaber, or ‘‘ the Goldsmith.”f 

Otto was succeeded by his son William; whose son, Otto Fitz- William, was sheriff’ 
of Essex and Hertfordshire, from the year 1183 to 1191.J: William l'"itz-Otho held 
these possessions, and also farmed lands in Gosfield of the earl of Glou(!est<*r. His 
heir was Thomas Fitz-Otho, who was engraver of tlie dies for the king’s inint,§ and 
died in 1274, possessed of this manor, and the advowsou of the church. He married 
Beatrix, one of the daughters and co-heircsscs of William d^i Beauchamp, baron ol* 
Bedford: by this lady,|| besides his son Otho, who died in 1282, w*ifliout offspring, he 
ha<l three daughters, Joanna, Maud, and Beatrix: Joanna and B(*atrixdied unmarried. 
Maud, marrying Sir .Fohii Botetourt, brought him this and other esti»Xcs.1[ I’lny had 

t 

• In the windows of the old hoiise*tIierc were several escutcheons, ron^^iniiiK the arms of Sparrow, 
Deane, I'indal, Wynch, Ihirgoin, &c. 

f He held the manor of Kiiichingfield of the king, find had also po.ssessions in Colchester : his posteUty 
coinmunicatcd their surname to the parish of Belckanip Otten. 

I MS. list of sherilTs. 

§ Sculptor Cuneoniin. 

II After his death, she was married to her second hiKshayd, William de Montchensy, of Edward’s Town, 
in Suffolk. 

* ^ Namely, the manors of Gosfield, Belchamps Otten and Walter, Ovingtoii, and one hundred and four 

acres of land in Belchamp Ottvn,— /uquis, 18//i Edward the Second, 


CHAP. V. 
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UM)K FI. sons; Thomas, John, Otho, ami Robert: ami a dauj^litcr married to William 
Latimer. Sir John died in 1324, or 1325, holding jointly, with his wife Maud, 
during their lives, this manor and other estates, of the gift of Hugh Picrpoint, as a 
trustee, by whom they were settled on John, the second son, and his heirs. John* 
sueeceded his fatlnir in the Essex estate's, and, on this occasion, the name of Overhall 
lirst occurs in the Iiu|\iisitions. He died in 1339, leaving a son and heir, John, who 
married Joan, daughter and co-heiress of John Gernon, of this county, whose ances- 
tors were barons of Slausted Montfichet. By this latly he had an only daughter, 
Joan, a very rich heiress, who was married to Sir Ro))ert Swinborne, of Little 
Horksley, on whose death, in 1391, she came and resided at Overhall. They had live 
sons, who di(‘d mimarri(‘d, and two daughters, Alice and Margery; of whom the latter 
was married to Nicholas Berners, of Ambenleu Hall, and Codham Hall, in Finch- 
iugliehl. 

Alices the ehlest daughter, was marrie^d to John Helioii, Esq. of Buinpstcad-He- 
lion, jmd liore him Elizahetli, married to .John Warner, Esq. of Bois Hall, in Hal- 
stead. 'riiey had also a son, John Ilelion, Esq. who died in 1459; he Inul by his 
wife Ealitha, daugliter and co-heiress of Thomas Rolfe, Esq. of Gosfield, Philippa 
and Isah(‘l. Tlie former was married to Sir 'riiomas Montgomery, of Faulkhourn 
Ill'll, hut bore him r.o children; Isabel, to Humphrey Tyrrel, Es<i. of Little Warley, 
to whom she bore an only daughter, Anne, who, on the death of Sir William Fiu- 
derne, grandseju of ^largery Swinborn and her husband Nicholas Berners, in 1515, 
ami, on the death also of Thomas Fimleriie, their grandson, canio to the inheritance 
of this estate; wlfn li, with other possessions, she, hy marriage, conveyed to Sir Hoger 
Weut^^^»rlll, of C’odham Hall, descended from a younger hranch of the Wentworths 
of Nettle.sted,*in SulVolk. On her death, in 1531, her sou, John, became her heir. 
He was aftm wards knighted; and, dying in 157G, was buried, with his lady, f in the 
chancel of Goslield ehun:’li. 

Anne, their only daughter and heiress, was, at the time of tlnur decease, the widow 
ol‘ Henry Fitz-Alaii, lord Maltravers, Sir Hugh Rhdi was her first husband; her 
‘ tliird was WiHiam Deane, Esq. of J)y,m*s Hall, in Gniat Maplcstead; but having no 
children by any of tlie,m, ber*estates, on her deatli in 1580, descended to John, the 
ehh‘st son of her iiiiele, Henry Wentworth, Avbo diedj in 1588, possessed of this and 
otjier capital estates, parti(.‘uhirly Gosfield Hall. He married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Christ ojdier St. Lawrence, baron of lIoAvtliJ in Ireland, J by whom he had John, his 
driest son and successor; who, marrying Cecily, daughter of Edward, and sister and 

* Aftc’ixMinls UniKlUod. 

+ At tlu* tiiiM* o|’ his death, he Field, amon^ otlier great estates, the manor of Gernon of tlie queen, as 
of Fier Dutehy of Lancaster.— II Elizabeth. 

I No aeeount is found t)f liis .second wife. 
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co-hcircss of Sir Henry Unton, had by her two sons and four daughters. John, the 
eldest, was created a baronet in 1611; and Anne, their first child, was married to Sir 
Edward Oostwick, of Wellington, in Redfordshire. In 1608, Ovcrhall was sold to 
John Sparrow, Es(|. of this parish, second son of John Sparrow, of Sible Iledingham, 
who, in 1622, disposed of it to John Elllston the elder, and John Elliston the younger, 
his son, clothiers, of Sible Hedingham. 

The ancestor of this family, in the beginning of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was 
John Elliston, mercer, of Sudbury, who had a c«ipilal mansion-house in Castle He- 
dingham; .and an estate in Great Henny, called Nicholls, which he left to his eldest 
son, William, by will, dated 1586. His second son, John, became the most consi- 
derable p(»rson of the family. The daughters were, Elizabeth, married to William 
Kidgell, and Joan and Dorothy. 

John Elliston, the son, being an eminent clothier, by persevering industry accpiired 
a capital estate.* On his death, in 1630, he left Anne, married to Thomas, second 
son of William Soame, of Hundon, in Suffolk; and John, his sou and heir, who 
resided at Ovcrhall; he married Winifred, the daughter 4>f Robert Barrington, Esq. 
by whom he had Peter, Oliver Elliston, M.I). who married the widow of William 
Sparrow, .and died in London in 1665, and several other children, who died in infancy, 
or before reaching maturity. 

Peter, the eldest surviving son, married Judith, daughter of Willhim Kedington, 
of Wahlingfield, in Suffolk, by whom he had John, Peter, and Oliver. Jedm, the 
eldest son and heir, had two wives; first, Mary, daughter of 'riioinas Mortloek, of 
Sturmere, who died in childbed, ;uid, secondly, Anne, daughter of Robert Waugford, 
Esq. of Barwlck Hall, in Toppesfield, by whom he bad John, Oliver, and Poter, of 
whom the two Last died in the y(*ar 1691, and four claughters; Anna Jlcrtlni, married 
to William Steel, of London; Judith, to Arthur Brown, merchant; and Frances and 
Susan. John Elliston, the father, died in 1691; and diis sou John, the List of tin* 
family succeeded.}; 

The estate afterwards became the properly of Mr. Thomas Walker, of Church 
House, in Heim(*y. 

The inaiior-hoiise of Nether Hall iss about half a mile from tluMhiirch. Ledmar, a 
priest, was the proprietoV of this 'estate in the Saxon times, which, after the Coinpiest, 
belonged to Richard Fitz-Gislebert, whose under teiumt is in Domesday named Wil- 
liam Peccatum, afterwards converted into Peclie, Pejichy, or Peciiey, being the name 

* Ucsidcs t)iis manor of Ovcrhall, he had tlia^of Hawkswood in Sihlc Hcdini(huin. 

■ 

+ Kegister of Gestingthorp. , 

X Anna of Klliston: l*arty per pale gules and vert, over them an eagle displayed, argent, beaked ami 
taloned or: a crescent for difference. Crest : on a helmet an eagle's head erased, argent and gules, beaked 
or: around the neck a mural crown, azure. 
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of several families. In 1284, Sir Gilbert Peche gave this manor to King Edward ilit? 
First and his ({ueen Eleanor; and, five years afterwards, it was granted by that king 
to Guy dc Ferre, who, on his death, in 1322, left it to his son of the same name."* * * § 

It afterwards heciiine part of the possessions of the noble family of UfFord; two 
parts of this manor, with other possessions, having been grant e<l to Robert de UfFord,f 
as a reward for his magnanimity in seizing Roger Mortimer, the favourite of Queen 
lsab(;l, in Noltinghsun Castle, in 1330. This famous warrior was created Earl of 
SullVilk in 1337, and afterwards mnAa one of the original knights of the garter. On 
bis death, in 1300, be was in possession of tbe whole of this manor; and William, bis 
son, dying in 1381, held it as part of Ids earldom; but leaving no issue male, it re- 
vc^rted to the rrown, and was included in tbe endowment of Anne, (jueen of King 
Hicbard tbe Si-cond; on whose decease, tbe king g.avc it to his favourite, Michael de 
la Pole, and bis bt?irs male.J It formed part of the possessions of William dt» la Pob», 
duke of Sidfcdk, at the time of bis death, in 14.50; but bis grandson, John, earl of 
Litufoln, appearing in arms against King Henry the Seventh, at the battle of Stoke, 
where he AVtUS slain, this and bis other estates wm*e forfeited to the crown, in 
1187. 

In 1400, King Henry granted Nether Hall to John de Vere, carl of Oxford, whose* 
successors enjoyed it till it avus sold, in 1570, by EdAvard, tbe seventeenth earl, to 

Cloorge Goulding, Esep aud Mary, his wife; from whom it passed, in 1580, to Arthur 
Goulding, Es<j.; and, in 158,5, Avas sold, by this gentleman, to John and William Coe. 

'Fhe family <)f Coe laid possessions in this parish, in the reign, of King Henry the 
Fourth. John Ctie, one of the founders of ILiAvkAvood’s Chantry, § in Sihle Hcding- 
liam, was the father of John Coe, of Gestingthorp, Avho lived in the reign of King 
Henry the Sixth. His four sons Avere 'rhoinas, William of Wickham St. Paul, and 
tAvo of the name of ,fohu. Thonuis, the eldest son, marrying into tbe family of Win- 

coll, luid FdAvard; Tl^imas of London, Avho married a daughter of WentAvorth, 

Ks<|, of Hnmpstt'a'k by Avhoin he ha<l Roger of N(*Avton, in the isle of Ely; and Ed- 
AA'ard, the eldest son, Avho Avas of PatesAvic, by his Aviie Jane, ilaugbter of George 
Chauncy, of (j/ldeston, in Hertfordshire, had Abm»r, Jane, and Deborah. Thomas 
Coe, of London, was the ancestor of George*Coe, of Byham Hall, in Great Ma- 
plestead. 

William Coe, one of the purclnisers of NetlH*r Hall, sold it, in 159J), to Deane Tin- 
tlal, Es<|. of Great Maplestead, by whose sc/n, John Tindal, Esq. it AVeas disposed of, in 


* Arms of Fonv: Gules across inolinc, argent, with iwhiViou azure. 

+ nartnvs's Life of King Kihvurd the Third,,!). 53 ; and Dngdale’s Uaronetage, vol. ii. p. 47. 

♦ In fcodo tallito. As written in the Im|uisition. 

§ After iissigniiiu; land.s in Gestingtliorp to this pur]>o.so, he retained more than two hundred acres of 
arahlc, ten of pasture, and twenty ''hillings rent, holden of Lady Joan Swinbornc. 
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1692, to Sir Jo^iah Child, knight and baronet, from whom it descended to his grand- 
son, the right honourable John, earl Tilney. 

The manor of Odewell was formerly a hamlet and chapelry, or parish, for though 
now included in that of Gestiiigthorp, yet in records it is frequently named “ the 
parish of Odewell.” 

The mansion-house is near Byham Hall, on the coniines of Great Maplostead. 

In the reign 'of King Henry the Second, this district belonged to Sir Simon de 
Odewell, who, in the records, is stated to have given “ extensive possessions, lands 
and tenements, rents, pastures, and other property to him belonging, in Odewell anil 
Gestingthorp,” to the Knights Templars.* * * § These bequests included what is now 
named the manor; a portion of which, being a quarter of a knight’s fee, was holden of 
William de UfFord, earl of Suffolk,f in 1381. On the suppression of the Templars, 
it passed to the Knights Hospitallers, who retained it till the general dissolution of 
religious houses in 1640. In 1643, it wras granted to Thomas Godwyn, by King 
Henry the iMghth;^ and, in the following yciar, was transferred, by sale, to Riciiard 
Hardekyn, who died in 1558, possessed of this and another estate, supposed to have* 
been Wattons, in this parish. His son and successor, John Hardekyn, was of Seene, 
in Wiltshire. 

In 15G6, this manor of Odewell, described as lying in the parishes of Gestingthorp, 
Castle lledinghamj Groat Maples^tead, and Odewell, was sold to George Saycr the 
elder, and his son of the same name, both of Colchester. The latter, on the death of 
his father, in 1577, , became the sole possessor of this and other estates; which, on his 
own death in 1596, descended to his son and heir, George Sayer. From this pro- 
prietor the estate passed, in 1(>2(), to the Alston family, of Foisted, in Suffolk; and 
soon afterwards was conveyed, by Frances Alston, § to her husband, Gcerge Good- 
day, Esq. of Bower Hall, in Pentlow. His son, Samuel, died young, and his only 
daughter, Elizabeth, marrying Sir Thomjis Samwcll, of Upton, in Northamptonshire, 
brought him this estate. He was created a baronet in 1691. The offspring ol* this 
marriage were two daughters, co-heiresses. Elizabeth was married, in 1691, to .John 
Langham, l^sq. son and heir of Sir William Langham, knight, of Waldgrave, in the , 
county of Northampton; Frances, t<» Sir Ricluird Newinan, of Fifehead Magdalen, in 
Dorsetshire, who Avas advancod'to the title of baronet in 1699., in compliance with the 
will of Sir Thomas, their father, his trustees sold this estate, in 1699, (the co-heiresses 


* Simon do Odewoll, miles, dedit cisdi'iii quam pluriina terras et teiiementa, redditus, pusturas, et alia 
in Odewell, pertineiites eidem,et in Gestiii;ith 4 )rp. — Monastic. Anglic. \ol. ii. p. r>44. 

f Adam Golston, who died in 1436, held of tlie kin^ a ^tenement in Gestin^^thorp, called Othewell, by 
the service of eisht-pcncc per annum. Inqnis. 15 Henry W.’^Stowe's Annals^ p. 679. 

t Kx origin, penes Jo. Morley, arm. 

§ This lady's second husband was ISir John Temple, knt. of Hiddlesden, in Bedfordshire. 
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being of age) to Sarah Groom, widow, of London. This lady had two sons, Samuel 
and John, and three daughters, Sarah, Constant, and Elizabeth. By her will, dated 
in 1704, she bequeathed this estate to her eldest son, Samuel; who, in 1711, sold it 
to the Rev. Moses Cook, rector of Sible Iledingham, by whose daughter it was con- 
veyed to her husband. Major Sneyd. 

Wottoiis, also named Nottons, is a capital messuage, sometimes called a manor. 
The house is near the road from Castle Hedingham to Sudbury. This estate, in 1486, 
was conveyed, by Henry Turner, Esq. and Thomas Cornwall, to Thomas Hanlekyn, 
of Castle IIe<lingham, and William Park, of Sudbury; through whom it passed, in 
1509, into the possession of Richard, son and heir of the said Thomas Ilardekyn. 
This Richard died in 1558, but the estate remained in the family till it was sold, by 
John Ilardekyn, to George Sayer; from whom it passed, as did Odewell, to Alston, 
Goodday, Samwell, and Groom; and, in 1712, was conveyed, by Samuel Groom, to 
John Elliston, of Overhall. 

An estate in this parish has received the name of Parks, from a family settled here 
in the time of King Edward the Third. In 1381, Julian at Parke and Walter de 
Geldeford Indd the fourth part of a knight’s fee, called Morhall, (supposed to be this 
estate), of William de Uftbrd, carl of Suffolk. Robert Parke died in 1400, and Mar- 
garet, his wife, having outlive<l him fifty-seven years, died in 1457 ; both were buried 
in the church of Gostingtliorp. John, his son, is In the list of those who were re- 
turned as gentlemen of Essex, in 1433. William Parke is believed to have been his 
son; whose son, of the same name, died in 1574; having married Alice, daughtcT of 
Richard Strutt, of Maplestead, by whom he had John, living in 1634. He was one of 
those summoned, by the policy of King Charles the First,* to receive the honour of 


• Kiii^ Clicirli's till* Fir>t, tindiiii; hi.s ordinary reviMiUf.M insiiflicit'iit for hi.s ('xpenst'.’*, was obliurd to 
.idj)pt iiu’aii.s of raisiiii; a fmOuT supply. One of thrsi* was to attack such as had nculccliMl to receive the 
order of kiiii^hthood ip /he kini^Vs coronation, tliout;h they Itad hecn siiniiiioued. It was an ancient cus- 
tom, from the (.’om|Ucst, that such as had fifteen pounds u year in laiirl, were oidif^ed to serve the kin^ in 
his wars^ and those who were not capaiile of .servinu:, coiiipoiinded with the kin^', and, fora eertain sum, 
were released from ihis service. To this end, those who were worth fifteen pounds a year w«*re to be made 
knights, that is, fit to serve the kinif. In process of time, •the number of those whi» were to take the 
order of kniglithood was liuqted to such as liad twenty ]»ounds a y/*ar. WljAt was at first hut a hare cus- 
tom, was turned into a law in the reign <»f Kdward the Second; and, after that, some <if the following 
kipgs took advantage of it, as may he seen in “ Uymer’s Public Acts.” lint, in general, though this sta- 
tute was not abolished, it had, however, been long dishsed. Charles the First, going up«)n the statute’s 
' being .>till in force, since it was never expres.sly repealed, put it in practice at his coronation, and pre- 
t(‘hded to use great condescension, in suniiuoning to takp knighthood .such only as had forty pound.s a 
year, tlunigh at that time forty pounds were much less than twenty pounds in the days of Fdward the 
Se<*ond. lie found hut very few’ willing to obey these summonses, the use whereof was entirely forgotten. 
'I'he King himself overlooked this non-compliance, perhaps for fear it might be some prejudice to him, 
with regard to supplies he was to ask of the parliament; but after the dissolution of the third parlia- 
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knighthood; and, on his refusal, obliged to pay the prescribed fine, for which he had cilAi*. v. 
a tally from the Exchecpier.* He married Margaret, daughter of Nicholas Morton, 
by whom he had William, and two <laughters; Anne, married to William Edwards 
of Toppesfield, and Elizabeth, to Henry Merltoii of Stanley Hall, in Pebmarsh. I le 
died ill 1636, possessed of a eonsnlerable estate, f and was succeeded by his son Wil- 
liam; who married Hester, daughter of William Strutt, of Wickham St. Pauls, by 
whom he had* William, John, Robert, Hester, Elizabeth, and Sarah. John, the 
second son, an attorney-at-law, educated at Catherine Hall, Cambridge, met his death 
by a fall from his horse, leaving this estate, heavily encumbered, to his only child, 
Elizabeth, married to Michael Drew, Esq. counsellor-at-law, who mortgiiged, and 
finally disposed of Parks, in 1706, to Thomas Morelii, a brewer in London, whose 
daughter, Mercy, sold it to Joshua Maurice, attorney; after Avhose decease, in 1727, 
it be(;ame the property of Thomas Ashliurst. 

The church, whicli is a good brick building, consists of a south aisle, nave, and ^ 
chancel. The tower is s«[uare, and contains six bells. It is k(‘[)t in excellent repair, 
and the altar attracts attention by its handsome decorations, the munificent gift of 
John Morley, Es(j. who, in 1723, in conjunction with the Rev. Moses Cook, gave 
two hundred pounds, and thus procured Queen Anne’s bounty for the augmentiition 
of the vicarage. 

There have been here, from an early period, a reetory sinecure ;J and a vicarage; 

and the patronage of both pass(»d from the Bottetourt family to those of Swinborne, 
Finderiie, Wentvyorth, Sparrow, Elliston, Morley, Ashliurst, to Sir Henry Hough- 
ton, Bart, and to the Elwes family. 

mciit, 111’ dill not think hiinsi’lf ohlignl to the samr rantion. Hi* appointril, tlifiTfori*, roiiiinissionrrs ti» 
compound with those who had neglected to apjiear, as well for their contempt, as for being excused from 
receiving the order of knighthood. The commissioners had this in.stniction, “ To take no Irxs than after 
the rate of thrice^ and hatf as marh as the persons compoandini' wer^ found rated in the snhsidp/* Multitudes 
being summoned on this occasion, the com]iositions hroim:ht the king above a kiuidrcd thou.sand pounds. 

This was looked upon afterwards as a grievous oppression, and the parliament re|)ealed the statute on 
which it was grounded. — Hapin's Hist, of England hy Tinda!^ vd. I7.TS, folio, \ol. ii. p. 28(). 

* On which wa.s the following iiieiiiorandiiiii, by wav of acquittance; — “ I)e J>ir** Parke, de Oesfing- 
thorpe, ar”. dc coiiiposic' quia non susce,fit ordiu* militar' sec"", .proclamacion, l>"‘Il.... Kssex.” in 
P^nglish: “ Uespeeling Joh%i Parke, o/ (lestingthorpe, K.sq. about the com(y)sition for not taking the order 
of knighthood, according to the proclamation of our Lord the King.... Kssex.” On the other side, 

** Pasche, x Jiinii an" U. U". Caroli .sexti.** That is — “ I'assed usimI for pass/\) 10 June, i« the 

sixth year of the reign of King Charles.” The word pasche^ probably used for the French passd^ passed 
or confirmed, in reference to an oHicial signature. • 

t Arms of Parke: Azure, an eagle di*pl;|yed argent, gntte gule.s, legged and beaked, or. Crest’: An 
eagle's head coupe6 irrminois, about its neck a mural crown, sable, and beaked sable. 

X This sinecure must be held by a clergyman; the vicar is the clergyman of the parisli. J. Elwes, Esq. 
of miserly celebrity, contrived to hold the great tithes of this parish, but he had no right to do so. 
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All ancii^nl tomb in the south wall of the chancel presents an effigy, in a niche, in a 
devotional attitude, surrounded by various warlike instruments; and beneath this, a 
table of black marble bears the following inscription: 

“ Si'cundiini Christi rcdciiiptorls adventum sub hoc tuinulo oxpcctat Johannes 
Sparrow, ariui^cr. Qui juvenis disci])linain inilitareni suinma cum laude ac virtutc 
amplcctitur ct cohottc pedcstri, in hac ceiituria praifcctns intiritiir. Duxit Annum 
hliam Hol)(*rti Uiickminster, dc Poynton, in coin. Linen. i;cn. per quani, rcliquit, 

Johanncin Sparrow, riliiim unieuiii, et Annum, JohaniKMii, Klizahrtliiuii, et Mariam 
filias siiperstil<*s,(!t pic, religioseq. in rtde Christi salvaton-s moriens. Fiiirm vivcndl 
fecit, die xi. Scpleiiibris, anno 10*20, tres ct sex defies vixit nonamplins annos. 

** Hie t(‘;'itiir corpus, spiritiis astra tenet. Filins iniestissiiiiiis, patri optiiiio, et 
iiiatri charisMimx oMiosar pietatis. Et ineiiiorix ergo hoc iiioniiiuentiim poRuit 
veniet iteriini (pii nos in luce reponit dies.*’ 

In English: 

** ('nder this tomb lies, expecting the second coming of Christ, his redeemer, 

John Sjiarrow, Esrp who, when a young man, engaged in a military life, in w'hich, 
for his exeiu()lary conduct and courage, he received the highest applause. He died 
in this century, captain of a company of foot. He married Anne;, the daughtcT of 
Robert Buekmin.stcr, of Poynton, in the county of Lincr)In, gent, by whom he had 
John Sparrow, liis only son, and four daughters, Anne, Johanna, Elizabeth, and 
Mary : he died piously, ndigiou.sly, and in the faith of Chri.Ht, his Saviour, on the 
eleventh day of September, in the year 1(520. He lived no more than sixty-three years. 

Here his body is entombed, but his soul is in heaven. An alBiclcd son erected 
this monhment, out of dutiful airection to, and in memory of, the best of father.*?, 
and the most beloved of. mothers. 

“ 'riie day will come, when wc shall see each other again.” 

Ill tlu* same aisle of tbi.s clmiTli ibere is a mural monument, on which is inscribed- 

*'Juxt;l a.s.servaiitiir reilquix Johannes Elliston, armig. Ob. 22 die Jan. Ann. 

Sal. Horn. 1741, /Ktat. fm. Ayiieos sibi paravit et servavit j eandore animi, moriimq. 
siiuplieitate^vitam, ornavit. Quam in otio duxit laudabili et honesto, invidiam 
tempestateiii fiirarem probitate et eonstanti^ fortiter supefuvit debilin ainicis, et 
bonus omnibus.*’ 


TrJinslation : 

** Near this plaeq are depo.sited the remains of John ^lliston, Esq. He died on 
the twenty-st;eoud day of January, in the year of our Lord 1741, of his age fifty-five. 

He knew how to gain and to keep friends ; and adorned a life, spent in a laudable 
and virtuous retirement, with integrity of life'and simplicity of manners. His pro- 
bity and firmness rendered him bravely superior to the envy and rage of the times; 
and he died lamented by his friends ami all good ^lora.’* 

"Ibis parish, in 1821, contained six liundred and ninety-four; and, in 1831, eight 
Inuidred and one inhabitants. 
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This parish is separated from Gestiiigthorp by a shallow brook,* from which it 
extends eastward to Middleton. Its boundaries are Wickham St. Pauls, southward, 
and Belcliamp Walter to the north: its distance from Sudbury two, from Halstead 
six, and from London fifty-two miles. 

The village^ consists chiefiy of capital houses, among which may be particularised 
Smeeton Hall; Goldingham Hall, occupied by S. Firmin; Black-house, the residenc*? 
of Thomas Pung, Esij.; and the handsome mansion-house of David Badham, Estj. 
The surrounding country presents extensive and agreeable prospects. In all situations 
where draining is not required, the soil of this parish is exceedingly productive, and 
a rich vein of white sandy loam occurs, from which the produce is not unfrecpieiitly 
finir or five quarters of wheat, six or seven of barhiy, seven or eight of oats, and four 
or five of pease.f Some hops are grown here. 

In the reign, of Edward the Confessor, these lands were in the possession of Wisgar 
and Godwin, and of several freemen; and, at the time of the Domesday survtjy, had 
become the joint property of Richard Fitz-Gislebert, Robert Mulct, and Eustace, earl 
of Boulogne. The parish contains seven manors. 

Butler’s Hall, about a mile distant from the (dnirch, is the capital manor, liolden of 
the Boudur of Clare. It was given, by the Con<pieror, to Richard, the son of earl 
Gislebert, and, in 13(51, w.is holdeu by Thomas de Butler, by the service of one 
knight’s fcc.:|: His son 'riiomas was his successor.§ Sir Andrew Botider, by his will, 
<lated 12th Deceihber, 1129, h»ft this manor to John Howard, Richard Waldegrave, 
and others. II 

In 1551, John Hunt died in possession of this estiite, which descended to* John, his 
grandson, the son of Richard. He sold it, in 1567, to Thomas Milksop, Esq.1[ who 
resided h<?re, and died in 1588, hohling the estate of the queen, as of her honour of 
Cliire, by the service of one knight’s fe(*. Henry Milksop,’his son, sold the estate* to 
John Daniel, Esq. of the •family of that name, at Messing, and of Acton in Suffolk : 
his death in 1596 transferr«?d it to his son Francis, who was also possessed of Gramlon 
Hall.** He married the daughter of Richard Martin, Esq. of 'Long Mellbrd, by 

* Uardfidd nridijf* j)assts this hniok, and is kept in repair by the owinp- of Sineefon Hall. 

t Average annual produce of bushels per acre — 2‘2 of wheat, and 3d of barley. 

I Kot. feod. milit. ad honor, de Clare Spcctan' p. 25. His will i.s dated January 1373. — /*. /.c lyert^'s 
Collertion. 

§ In Id.'lO, Roller confirmed an assart of lands, with the boundaries in Boloiiiere, &c. to KdiiiiiiKl 
Botelyr ami his lieirs. — (UirtfC Pmes, He:#. Tanner. 

|j Le NeveVs Colliictioii. ' ^ 

% Henry Milksop, sou of Thomas and Mary, baptized 25th Nov. l.Mil. There was also another ‘•otj, 
named John.— of Bulmer. 

•• Dntchy Rolls, p. 25. 
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whom he hsul Jolin; and Nicliolas, the possessor of this estate in 1635.* His son, 
John Daniel, 'Esq. married PJizabeth, daughter of Sir Edward Waldegrave, hnt. of 
Stansgate, in Norfolk, by whom he had Charles; Frances, married to Laurence Thril, 
of Sussex; Margaret, to James Sturgeon, of Wickham St. Pauls; and Ursula, to 
Thomas Short, M.D. of Bury St. Edimiiwrs. On the death of John Daniel, it fell 

to his son Charles, who married Mary, daughter of Standish, of Standish, in 

Lancashire, and had by her Francis and Anne, who both died at an early age; and 
John and Elizabeth. John, who died unmarrio<l,f sohl this estate to Robert Jennens, 
Esej. of Acton Place, whose family have retjuned possession to the present time. 

About a mile north-Avest from the church is the ancient manor-house of (iolding- 
ham, which, in the time of Edward the Confessor, was in the possession of a freeman 
naincil Go<lwin. The Comjueror granted it to Robert Malet, lord of Eye, and great 
chamberlain of England; his under tenant, as specified in Domesday, being Hubert 
de Montchensy, lord of Edwardstown, in SulFolk. This lord.4hip, or at least the 
demesnes of it, was afterwards given, by Robert Malet, to one of his knights, named 
(ioldingham,:|: out of whose fiimily it had not passed at the commencement of the six- 
teenth century. 

In 1254, William de Goldinghain, then of age, and holding aknighfs fee in Bolo- 
more, Avas presented for not having taken the order of knighthood.§ Alan de Gold- 
iiigham, a knight baniun*et, Avas high sheriif of Essex and Hertfordshire in 130& and 
1309; II and Sir Willhim Gohlingham occurs in the returns of the gentry of Essex, in 
1433.11 The fiimily, Avhich Avas seated at ChigAvell, had also an estate at Belsted, near Ips- 
Avich, in SuiVolk; in the church of Avhich parish many interments of their ancestors took 
place,** from the year 1413 and upwards. They became possessed of TAvinsted Hall 
ill 1480, whi«!h, in 1516, Avas in the proprietorship of John Goldinghain, Avho also 

held this manor. He married, first, Jane, daughter of LoAvth, by Avhora he had 

John, Alan, and Thomas. By his second Avife, Thomasine, daughter and heiress of 

f # 

* Noniiiia Vilhiniiii, in 

t Ariii.'i of Danid : Arffcui, four fii.siLs, in pal**, .sahlc. 

« X 'rhi.** urant in Norman KiTnrh coniiufiur*! a.s follow.s : — “ Robert Malet a tout/, se/. aiiiy.s Francois et 
Ati(;loi.s .saint. Sach* tout/. M. ay done a imni bolt Chivill’ Hiig^ de (lolding^hain et a sez lieires touts mes 
ti-rres et teiieim*nt.s q’ je avoy'de la iloh de Roy eii la ville de Rolemer e sejaunts enter la fee de la county 
<le R(do^ne,et les terres de Oto, *et le fils de I’Oto de Ueaiiehainp, et le ciiiiiter de Uoleniere, &e.** That is — 
“ Uo]»crt Malet to all his friends French and KnKlij^b greetini^. Know all men that I have given to my gooil 
.Sir Hugh de Goldiiighum and his heirs all iiiy lands and U’nements which 1 hud of the gift of the king in 
t|u' town of Uolemer anil .situated hetw’cen the fee of the earldom of Rulugne, and the land of Oto, and 
the son of Oto de Heaudiaiii|), and the burial ground of Rolemer^ &c." 

§ IMaeit. de jurat, apiid Cheliiie.sf. 3!1 Henry the Third. * 

II liist of kniglits hannerets, and MS. list of .shcVtflfs. 

f Fuller’s Worthies in K.ssex, p. 337. 

•• Weever’.s Funeral Monuments, p. 781. 
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Bodingham, of Suffolk, he had no issue. On his death in 1516, he was sue- chai*. v. 

eeeded by his grandson Christopher;* who, by his first wife, Anne Trenhaiii, had 
Thomas and Francis, and by his second wife, also named Anne, daughter of Sir 
William Rouse, of Suffolk, Anthony, Henry, William, Jonas, Francis; Elizabeth, 

married to Robert Forster, of Copdock; and Mary, the wife of Hansard. He 

died in 1559, and was succeeded by Thomas, his eldest son, who, marrying Dorothy, 
daughter of Henry Chetting, of Warham, in Suffolk, had by her Christopher, Thomas, 
and Mary. On coming to the family inheritance, Christopher Goldinghani, tin* 
eldest son,t sold this estate to Sir Stephen Soame, lord mayor of London, in 1559. 

From him it descended to John Soame, Esq. whose son of the same name, by Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Henry Spilman, Esq. left a son also named John, who, on his death, 
without issue, was succeeded, in 1671, by his brother Thomas, who had a sister 
married to Sir Hugh Middleton, a younger son of the celebrated Sir Hugh Middle- 
ton, (to whom London is indebted for the important undertaking of directing to her 
reservoirs the waters of the New River.) He, with his brother Thomas, obtained pos- 
session of this estate, as heirs of '^lliomas Staiie, Estp; and, on the death of his 
brother, some time afterwards, Sir Hugh became the sole possessor. Sir Hugh, his 
son and successor, was created a baronet in 1681. His only daughter, Dorothy, 
was married to Henry Berkeley, Esq. of a younger branch of the Berkeleys, (d* 
Shropshire. 

Smecton Hall is about a mile from the cliurch, in a northerly direction. In old Snieitou 
writings it is sometimes named The hamlet of Smethon.” Under the Saxon gov(‘rn- 
ment, this lordship was in the possession of a free woman, and was given by the 
Conqueror to l^ustacc, earl of Boulogne, and consequently was afterwards hodden ui' 
that noble house, whose chief honorial court for Essex was at Witharn.. In Domes- 
day, this lordship is named SmedetuTui, at which time it is said to have been in the 
})oss(*ssion of an under tenant of the name of Raner. 

I\*oni an account taken of all the knights’ fees in England, in, Hie twelfth or thir- 
teenth of King John, it appears that one fee was holden by Hugh de Cantelnpe, in 
Sinctheton, and two by Emma de Caiitelupe, in ISmetindon. Siiiithyton is stated to 
have been in the possession of Ingelram de CaiileJiipe, in the time of Henry the Third: 
and it Avas afterwards holden by Hugh de Cantelnpe*. By 4, his time the family of 
Cantalupe had risen ti/ considerable consequence, J which has yet sufifenHl no 
eclipse, the name having been revived in •the secondary title of West, carl Delawarr, 

* Inci- 11 Hen. 8, Jnl. 2a. ^CliristopherN fcither was named John, and his mother was Klizalieth, 
daugliter of — Spilman, of Norfolk,— of SuJTnlky p. 73. 

t Arms of Goldinghani ; Arpent, a bend wavy, pules. Crest : on a torse, arpent and pules, a lion’'* les.' 
erased, or. ^ 

I Dugdale’s Baronetage, vol. i. p. 731, &c. 

4 A 


VOL. I. 
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liOOK II. viscount Canialiipe.'^ In 12579 this estate belonged to Ralph Fitz-Nicholas, a person 
of celebrity in the reign of King John, and who, at the time of his death in 1257, was 
st<»ward ol‘ the household to King Henry the Third. His son and successor, Robert 
Fitz-Ilalph, appears to have been for a time dispossessed of his inheritance, on account 
of his adherence to Simon do Montford and the rebellious barons, in 1264. He held 
this estate, however, at the time of his decease in 1273; and it descended to Ralph 
Pipard, his heir, the son of Nicholas Pipard, jun. of Thurveston, in Derbyshire. He 
was a man of military renown, which he arcpiired in several expeditions: was made 
governor of Bolesov<»r and Ilareston castles, in Derbyshire, for life, and summoned 
to parliament from 1351 to 1356. He died in possession of this and of several other 
estates in the comities of Warwick, Buckingham and Oxford, particularly of Rother- 
tield Pipard. 

John Pipard, his son ami successor, in 1329,f conveyed this and other estates to 
Edmund Butt(der, who is supposeil to have married either his sister or daughter. He 
dic'd in 1321, and was succeeded hy his son, .James Butler, who, in 1328, was created 
<»arl ol‘ Ormond. He died in 1337, possessed of this manor, and his lady, the countess 
Alianor<s daughter of Humphry dc Bohun, earl of Ilerefonl and Essex, retained it 
till her (h'cease in 1363. It afterwards continued for several descents in the possession 
of this noble and ancient famlly.:|: 

James Butler, the second earl of Ormond, held this manor by the service of half a 
knight’s fee, at the time of his decease in 1382. It was held by the same tenure sue- 
cpssively by the third, fourth, and fifth earls, all named James, the last of whom was 
also earl of Willshire: he was attainted and bcheadcMl in 1461, on which this manor 
passt'd to the crown, ami was granted, hy King Edward the Fourth, to Sir John 
Howard, s(»ii fif Sir Robert Howard, by bis lady Margaret, daughtt'r and co-ludress 
ol'TIioinas de Mowbray, duke of Norfolk.§ Thomas, the younger brother of James, 
carl of Wiltshire, also at taint e/1, was restored by the first parliament of Henry the 
Seventh, and r(?(rovo.red all his estates, which, besides large possessions in Ireland, || 
consisteil of seventy-two manors, with other lands in England.f He married Anne, 
4 slaughter and co-heiress of Sir Richard Hankford, by whom he had two daughters, 

f 

( 

• Creation, March IStli, 1701. 

f It cannot In* clearly ascertained whether this grant was in 1301) or 1320. The fine is dated 3 Edward 
tilt- Second ; anil the orif^iiial grant, 9 January, 3 Edward the Third. 

I They received their .surname fnmi Theobald the l-^rst, on whom King Henry the. Second, in the year 
1177, conlVrred the tdlice of butler of Ireland, whicli obliged hia ancecaaors to attend the kinga of England 
at their coronations, and preaent them with the fir.st cup of \/inej for which they were to have a certain 
]>orrion t»f the king’s plate. — Lodge* s Peerage of Ireland ^ vol. ii. p. 1 , and Carte's Life of the Duke of Ormond, 

^ Diigdalc’s Baronetage, vol. ii. p. 265. 

II I.itdge’s Peerage of Ireland, p. 1.3. 

^ His posscs.sious were immcn.se. He left ^£’40,000 in money, besides jewels. — Lodge's Peerage, 
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co-hcircsses, Anne, married to Sir James St. Leger: and Margaret, to Sir William 
BuIIen, K.B. who, in her right, enjoyed this estate. He had by her feir Thomas 
Bullen, in 1525 created baron and viscount Rochford, and, in 1527, earl of Wiltshire 
and Ormond. On his decease, in 1528, he left, by his lady Elizabeth, daughter of 
Thomas, duke of Norfolk, George ; Anne, second queen of King Henry the Eighth, 
and Mary, married to William Carey, to whom she bore Henry, lord Hunsdowii. 
George Bullen,* * * § viscount Rochford, was beheaded in 1536. This manor seems to 
have been in the possession of the family of Fermor, of Foxearth; Richard Fermor, 
in 1536, sold it to Henry, the son of Ralph, and great grandson of John Everard, of 
Linsted, in Suffolk, who held his first court here in 1537.^ He married Katharine, 
daughter of Thomas Gawdy; and, in the year 1519, sold this estate to Thomas 
Willett, of Sudbury. 

William Cordell, Esq. was the next possessor of Sineeton Hall, in 1566;f who 
sold it, in 1567, to Richard Martin, Esq. the son of Roger, f of the fifth genenition of 
the progeny of I-.aurence Martin, of Long Melford, in Suffolk, who, in the year 1 184, 
built the aisle called Martin’s aisle, in the church of that town; where himself and 
many of his posterity have been buried. 

Richard Martin died in 1572, leaving (by his wife Anne,§ daughter of Mr. Eden, 
of London) Roger, his sou and heir, who died in 1615, in the eighty-ninth year of his 
age, having had by his two wives, six sons and three djiughters. Ilis first wife was 
Ursula, daughter of Sir Thomas Jermin, of Rushbrook: his second, Margaret, 
daughter of Waltei; Bowles, of Pembrokeshire. His sou Richard was his heir. lie 

* Harvey's Visitation of Suffolk, p. 82. 

t He afterwards received the honour of knighthood, and was iiinde master of the rolls.— 
f'isitation nf Suffolk^ p. 82. 

X This gentleman is believed to have built the chapel dediccitcd to St. .lames tlic Apostle, wliich wa.s 
attached to the family mansion on Chapel Green. It w.is at a considerabje distance fn>in the mother 
church, and convenient to the parishioners, lie was eminently <iistinguished f(fr»piety, generosity, and 
chaiity. Once a year, and sonietinies more frequently, he used to appoint a day, on which he gave bread, 
meat, and money, to two hundred poor people, of the town of iMclford, in addition to the very considerable 
donations which he delighted to dispen.Ne with his own Inyids; and, in his declining<nge, when unable to 
perform his usual daily excursions, he had a fvhistle at the end of his r;anc, to call the poor people together. 
In the time of the persecutioil of the Catholics under Kdward the Sixth, when«lie was obliged to hide himself 
during the day under a hay-ri(;|k to escape the vigilance of his enemies, all his neighbours who had admired 
his virtues, or shared his bounty, or been supported by his beneficence, did every thing in their power Jor 
his security and protection. He was a person of great learning and strict integrity, and Queen Mary 
made him an offer of the high ofllce of secretary-of-statc ; but, declining this honour, his answer to her 
majesty was, that he felt entirely content aid satisfied with the station he enjoyed in private life, and the 
sufilciency God had bestowed upon him. His life was qxteiided to above a liundred years, and he di(‘d 
without any appearance of pain, taking an affectionate last farewell of his family and friends, whilst at 
dinner. 

§ His second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of John Crane, of Chilton. 


CHAP. V. 


Martin 
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hOOK IL married three wives: Eleanor, daughter of Francis Mannoch, of Gifford’s Hall; 
Barbara, daughter of Thomas Daniel, of Acton; and Alice, daughter of Edmund 
Smith, Es(|. Roger, his eldest son and successor, was knighted in 1625, and, on his 
decease in 1657, left, by his wife Anne, daughter of Samuel Laurence Lone, seven 
sons and three daughters. His eldest son, Richard, was his successor, who, by Jane, 
daughter of Sir Henry Bedingiield, of Oxborough Hall, in Norfolk, had nine sons and 
one daughter. On his deceiise in 1673, Roger, his eldest surviving son, having been 
creatiMl a baronet in 1667, was his successor. He married Tamworth, daughter of 
captain Horner, by whom he had eight sons and ten daughters; and, on his death in 
1712, was succeeded by Sir Roger, his eldest surviving son, who, by his lady, Anna 
Maria Harvey, had the second Sir Roger, his successor, who married one of the 
daughters of brigadier-generjil Lewis Mordaunt, brother of the earl of Peterborough, 
lie was succeculed, on his death in 1762, by his son, Sir Mordaunt Martin.*' 

(ii aiidoii Grandon Hall was formerly a place of some importance, and a manor. It was the 

**■'’*■ property of a family named Silvester, of Smallbridge, in Suffolk; and, toward the 
close of th(! reign of King Henry the Seventh, belonged to Sir Andrew Butler. 

The family of Daniel, of Acton, was afterwards in possession of it; Thomas Daniel 
held this manor and the rectory of Bulmer at the time of his death in 1565, and was 
succeeded by his sou Edmund; followed by John, who died in 1596; and was suc- 
ceeded l)y his son, Francis Dmiiel. 

Uuim The Brage family, whose ancestors were from the west of England, came next to 

the possession of this estate: John Brage was the father of John, on whose decease 
his brother, Robert Brage, succeeded to the possession of the parsonage-house. Black- 
house, jjnd other family esUites in Bulmer, and also in Belchamp and Twinsted. He 
married a widow named Crix, or Cricks, of Hatfield Peverol, who left him that estate. 
His second wife was also a widow, of the name of Mutton, by whom he had his only 
son William, his successor, who married Anne Aylctt, of Hovels, in Coggeshall, by 
whom he had Robert and William, who died unmarried, and Anne, married to Giles 
Allen, minister of Kettering, in Northamptonshire, llie second wife of William 
. Brage was Elizabeth, widow of Henry Reeve, of Bradwell, in Sutfolk, by whom he 
had Francis Brage, of Buln^er; who, by his firLt wife, Elizabeth, daughter of John 
Burnet, D.D. had a son,^who died in infancy; and, by his second wife, Susan, daughter 
of John Trendle, of Yarmouth, and widow of John Copeman, Esq. had William, 
Susan, and Elizabeth, married to Thomas Ik*own, Esq. of Norfolk, and, after his de* 
‘ cease, to Sir Nathan Wright, bart. of Cranham. Wiliam Brage, who succeeded 


* Anns of Martin : Argent a chevron, between three masclci! sable, voided argent, within a border 
engrailed gules. Crest ; A fox courant, as appears by several seals of the family.— A’wifWM Baronetage, 
vol. iii. p, 520. * 
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his father, was of Hatfield Peveril: his wife, Mary, daughter of Bernard Carter, a t:HAP. v. 
clothier, of Sudbury, boro him two daughters, who died in infancy, aiurRobert and 
Mary. On the death of this first wife, in 1700, he married Elizabeth, daughter of 
William Player, of Somersetshire, by whom he had William, Lucy, Francis, and 
other children. Robert, the eldest son, succeeded to this estate, and married a 
daughter of Thomas Davy, and grand-daughter of Sir Samuel Tryon, hart, but died 
in 1759, withoilt issue.* The estate afterwards became the property of William 
Jennings, Esq. of Acton Place, in Suffolk. 

The manor-house of Ketchins is about half a mile north-eastward from the churcdi. Kt tchins. 
In 1380, the fourth of King Richard the Second, this manor, with that of Brunden, 
was purchased for the endowment of the college of St. Gregory, in Sudbury; and, 
after the suppression of religious houses, in 1544, Thomas Paston had a grant from 
King Henry the Eighth, of the manor of Midleton, Brunden, and Ketchins; and, 
in 1547, this last was purchased by Richard Haslewood. 

Saint Clere Eden, Es<j. was the next possessor of this esfate, from whose family it 
passed to that of Little, and to the Brage family. 

An estate named Cornetts and Marshalls, in ancient Avritings, is believed to have Corm tt.s 
been part of the twelve and a quarter knight’s fees holdeu of the earl of Clare, by i!haiK ' 
Simon Fitz-Clare, in the thirteenth century. It was in the possession of Richard 
Cornerth in 1314, also held of the earl of Clare; but, in 1398, it was holden of Mor- 
timer, earl of March, by another Richard, of the same family of Cornerth, Avho are 
also believed to hay/B been in possession of Cornetts Hall, in Finchingfield, and to have 
given their name to both these reputed manors. 

The mansion-hoiise of Porters is in Ballingdon Street, on the road to Sudbury, r s. 

but the lands to which it belongs are in Buhner. The Daniels were formerly the 
possessors of this estate, and it afterwards passed to the family of Jennings, both of 
Acton Place, in Suffolk. • , 

An estate in this parish, in the possession of John Fitz-lialplr, 4n 1440, has been 
named Bonets and Poultes, and also Pontes. It anciently belonged to the monastery 
of St. Gregory, in Sudbury; and, after the general dissolution of feligious houses, • 
was holden of th^ honom* of Clar*. In 161 \, it was. in the possession of Richard 
Hovell, Esq. and afterwards passed to the family of Chamberlayn. 

The capital mansion named Auberies occupies high ground, Avhich commands ex- Aubciics. 
tensive views into Suffolk and Cambridgeshire, including Sudbury, Lenham, Milford, 
and other more distant places. The present large and elegant erection was built on 
the site of an older founejation, by lady Aubery, whose name has been given to bofli. 

* Arms of Brage : Or, a chevron between three buffaloes passant, sable. Crest : Out of a ducal crown, 
or, a buffalo's head sable. 
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The late C. Greenwood, Esq. the great army agent, purchased this estate, and fitted 
up the mansion and surrounding grounds for an occasional country residence. On his 
decease, in 1831, he left it to his nephew, Charles Ilaminersley, Esq. who has since 
sold it to Colonel Meyrick. 

The church, dedicated to St. Andrew, is a plain building of stone, consisting of a 
nave, north aisle and chancel, with a square tower, containing four or five bells. 
The chancel, which is not separated from the nave and aisle, occupies an area of equal 
extent with that of all the other parts of the church. The living was anciently a rec- 
tory, till it was given, in 142.5, to the abbess and convent of Brusyard, in Suffolk, 
who, appropriating the rectory to their house, ordained a vicarage here; but, after 
their suppression in 1538, King Henry the Eighth granted the rectory and advowson 
of the vicarjige to Nicholas Hare and his heirs, from whom it has passed to various 
fiiinilics. 

There was formerly a chantry in this church, endowed with lands, which, on the 
suppression of the convent of Brusyard, were annexed to the manor of Butlers. 

Near the reading desk in the church, a table of black marble bears an inscription : 

“ To the memory of Mary, wife of William Briige, of Grandon Hall, who died in 
May, 1700, aged fifty-three years. Also, of Francis, first son of William HraKC, l.»y 
hi.s said wife Mary : he died in 1608, ajriMl three years; and Mary, his sister, daugh- 
ter of the .said Williani and Mary, also lies buried in tlu*. same grave.” 

Wiiste land in this parish, called Armsea, was purchased of the college of St. Gre- 
gory, in Sudbury, by Thomas West, Esq. and given to the corporation of that town 
for the use of the poor. 

A house was given by Thomas Martin, of this parish, for the augmentation of the 
living of the vicarage. 

In 1444, 'rhomas Shyborne, vicar of this parish, gave 20.v, yearly, for the repair of 
the vicarage house. He also gave several acres of land, to purchase candles to burn 
upon the high altarg and to supply 2s. yearly to be distributed to the poor. 

The parish of Buhner, in 1821, contained six huiidrtd and twenty-eight, and, in 
1831, seven hundred and six inhabitants. 

UAliLlNGDON, BALINGDON, Or T^ALIDONi 

This district has retained its place in the maps as a distinct parish, yet it seems to 
have been only a chapelry ; and there is reason to believe that it was included in the 
lordship of Brunden or Briindoii, which at an early period belonged to the family of 
Liincsei. It is observed by Mr, Morant, that “ Bdingdon has had the credit of being 

* In ihc year 1417, William Tikyii, John Boche, and Thomas Payn, obtained a licence for the convey- 
ance ot the advowson of this church to the abbess and convent of Bursyard.— ofA o/ Henry the 
Fifth. 
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set down in the maps as a distinct parish; whereas Brimdon, that is really one, hath ^ 

been generally forgotten ; and so it hath in the land-tax rates, Balindon alone being 
set down there and rated.”* 

This district is populous, compared with its very limited extent; and the inhabi- 
tants, consisting chiefly of labourers and shopkeepers, occupy the village, which extends 
south-westward from the bridge of Sudbury, f along the road to Halstead, that town 
being distant six,* and London fifty-five miles. 

The soil of the neighbourhood has the same characteristics as are generally found 
on the borders of the Stour; in .some instances stiif, clayey, and retentive of moisture; 
in others, consisting of a sandy loam, highly productive, and forming arable lauds 
equal to any in England. 

In the time of Edward the First, this district was in the possession of Edmund Miino* - 
Comyns, whose successor, Giles de Mompinxouii, died in 1320: this Giles was one of 
tlui knights bannerets created by King Edward the First; and was, by the same king, 
in the thirty-fifth year of his reign, made high sherifl' of Norfolk and Suftblk. His 
daughter and co-heiress, Euphemia, was married, first, to Edmund de la Beche, of 
Beches, in Rawreth, and, secondly, to John de Walkefiire, who, in right of his wife, 
held this manor at the time of his decease, in 1345. It afterwards passed into the pos- 
session of Simon <le Sudbury, archbishop of Canterbury, who gave it, in 1377, with 
other estates, to the warden and chaplains of St. Gregory’s College, in Sudbury; and 
on the dissolution of that house, its revenues, including this c^state, were grantf?d to 
Sir Thomas Piston, who, in the same year, conveyed the manor and capital farm of 
Ballingdoii, with several parcels of land, to Thomas Eden, Esq. clerk of the star- 
chamber. By his wife, daughter of Edward Wahlegrave, Esq. of Sudbury, he had 
Thomas, Richard, William, and Philip; and Elizabeth, Alice, and Gresild. Richard, 
the second son, was of 1 lore wards Hall, in Rocking, which he purchased of Christopher 
Thursby, Esq. ; he was educated for the bar, took the degree of LL.D. and was a master 
in chancery. Sir Thomas Eden, the eldest son, succeeded to thig ^estate, and married 
Elizabeth, niece of Sir John ’St. Clcre, of St. Clere’s Hall, in St. Osyth, by whom he 
had Sir Thornas.J His second wife was Mary, daughter of Bryan Darcy, Esip of 
Tiptree, by whom he had St. Clew, John, William, and five daughters; of whom 
Elizabeth was married to Roger Wentworth, Esq. of Bocking Hall, and Dorothy to 

Barrett; and afterwards to Robert Barrington, Esq. of Lachleys. St. Clere 

• 

* Ballingdon is now considered as including Unindon, and since the destruction of the ancient church , 
the inhabitants have contributed toward the church-rate of All Saints. The ancient division of this dis- 
trict was into two manors: Bi}llingdon abdve* bridge, with a court Icct; and BaHingdon below bridge, 
having both a court Icct and court baron. • 

f An ancient stone bridge, thrown over the river to connect Balingdon with Sudbury, was carried 
away by a great flood in 1 5 19. 

J In the Inquisitions, “ Sir Thbhias Eden, junior.” In 1624*, he sold part of the estate of Lachleys to 
Sir Thomas Bendish, of Bumpstead. 
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Eden, Esq. succeeded his father; and, on his death, was followed in the possession of 
this estate, by John, his next brother, who marrying Anne, daughter of Richard Har- 
lakenden, Esq. of Earl’s Colne, had by her John, William, and Anne. John, the 
eldest son, succeeding his father, married Anne, daughter of Oliver Raymond, of 
Belchainp Walter, by whom having no issue, the estate descended to his next brother, 
William Eden, Esq. of Lincoln’s Inn, who, dying without issue, the family estates 
descended to his sister Anne, wife of Geoffrey Little, of Halstead, second son of John 
Little, of Parlebiens in that parish, to whom she bore John; Geoffrey, who married 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Forster, alderman of London; Thomas, D.D. and pre- 
bendary of Norwich; Elizabeth, married to George Pulford; Susanna, to Elliston 
Barrington, Esq. of Chelmsford; and Anne, to Edward Crane, of Stow Market, in 
Suffolk. John IJttle, Esq. the next who succeeded to this estate, was high sheriff of 
Essex in 1694; ho married Rebecca, daughter of George Sawbridge, Esq. by whom 
he had John- Eden, George- Sawbridge, and Hannah and Rebecca. From the family 
of Little, the estate passed to Henry Sperling, Esq. of Dines Hall. 

An estate, named Barentines, or Barrington’s Fee, was in the possession of a family 
of the name of Barentine, or Barrington, in the year 1280, but it seems to have been 
all, or part of it, annexed to the capital manor. 

Die inhabitants of the village attend divine service at the church of All Saints, in 
Sudbury; and a deed, which appropriates that church to the Abbey of St. Alban’s, 
also conveys to, it the chapel of Berundine, or Belcdon, for the use of their kitchen;* 
which authorises the belief of there having been a chapel here at that time. 


UllUNDEN, BRUNDON, or BUONDEN. 

The name of this parish is compounded of the two Saxon words Bpun and bon, 
“brown hill,” which might be significantly applicable in its uncultivated state. In the 
reign of Edward* tiie Confessor, it belonged to an individual who was a freeman, and 
at the time of the Domesday survey, had been given to Ralph de Limesei, one of the 
Con<jucr(»r’8 grept men, and his nephew by his sister. He had two lordships in this 
(‘ounty, and eleven in other pprts of the country.** His capital seat was at Ulverli, in 
W^irwickshire, from which place the baronial title of the family was derived.f Ralph, 
his grandson, was the founder of Hertford Priory, and had’by his wife Hadeivisa, a 
son named Alan, who was the father of Gerard,^ whose six children were Alianore, 
John, Alan, Gerard, Ainabilia, and Basilia. John married Alice, daughter of Robert 

. 

( 

* (Miarti'r ot* Kiiiii Henry the First. Sir Henj'y Chauncy’a Hi«t. of Hertfordshire, p. 434. Monast. An- 
i;lii‘. vol. i. ]). 179. hi King Utfa's charter this place i.s called Baldiningcotum. Monastic, p. 178. 

t Dnijdale’s Baronetage, vol. i. p, 113, and Warwickshire, cd. 1730, vol. i. p. 312. 

♦ 'J'liis Gerard, living in the time of Henry the Second, is ineiitiontfd tfc the official papers as having 
paid one iiiark for every knight’s fee of his estates in Essex. — Lib, Scutag, fol, 7. 
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lie Harcoiirt, by whom he had Hugh, who died without issue in 1213; his two aunts, chap. 
Alianore and Basilia, being his co-heiresscs. The latter was married to Hugh de 
Odinsclls, who had with her the Warwickshire and other estates;* and Alianore, 
whose inheritance included the estates in Essex, became the wife of David de Lindsey, 
a native of Scotland, to whom she bore a son, named David, who, being a minor at 
the time of the decease of his parents, in 1222, Alexander, king of Scotland, gave 
£200 for his wardship and marriage, and the custody of his estates in Essex and other 
counties.f David, Gerard, Walter, and William, his four sons, died without issue; 
and Alice, his only daughter, was married to Henry de Pinkeney, who, in her right, 
enjoyed a moiety of the barony of I^irnesey, or Limesei. William de Botevileyn 
having possession of this manor in 1345, convoyed it, with other estates, to William 
de Bohun, earl of Northampton, and his wife Elizabeth, from whom it descended to 
Henry de Bohun, eajrl of Essex and Hereford, who died in 1372. In 1382 it was 
granted, by King Richard the Second, to the college of St. Gregory, in Sudbury; 
and, on the dissolution of that house, was given, by Hcuiry the Eighth, in 1544, to 
Thomas Pastoii and his heirs.J This Sir Thomas was of I’aston, in Norfolk, from 
which place they derived their surname.§ Sir Thomas married Agnes, daughter and 


* Arms of Limosoy : (lules, oaklets, or. 

t DiiK<lalr’s Aiilhi. of Warwickshire, p, and his Baronetage, toI i. p. TOO. 

t Camden's Britannia, in Norfolk. 

§ Wolston de Paston, tlie ancestor of this family, came from France into this country in the time of 
Henry the First, nccompanied by his cousin, Sir William tflanvillc, the founder of Bromholni Priory, near 
Paston. Wolston’s succe.ssors were Wohston, Ralph, Richard ; Robert, brother of Ral|di ; Walter, living 

in 1140; Kobert; Kdniund, in the reign of Henry the Third ; Walter, who married Cecily, daughter and 

heiress of Sir Simon Peelie; Clement, living in Kdward the Third’s time; William; Clement, who died 
in IIIUI ; William, a judge of the eominon pleas, in 1430, who, by Agnes his wife, dangfiter and eo-lieiress 
of Sir Kdward Berry, had William, his successor, and several sons and daughters. William de Paston 
married Anne, daughter of Kdiriiind, duke of Somerset, hy Eleanor Beaneljanip, and had John, his eldest 
.son and heir, who married Margan*t, daughter and heiress «»f J(»hn Maulthy, by whom lie had Sir John, 
his eldest son, who died with<uit issue during liis father's lifetime; John Paston, the father, had also hy 
his said wife Margaret a see<»iid John, Edmund, William; Margery, married to William Cull, Esq. and 
Anne to William Velverton. Sir Jolin, the second son, was slieriU’ of Norfolk and Suffolk in 1 18.5; and* 
marrying Margery, daughter of Sir Thomas 4irew.s, had William ; Philjppa, married to Andrew Agard, Esq. ; 
Dorothy; Elizabeth, inarriM to Willvim Clere, and aftcrw'ards to Sir Jolpi Fiiieii.x, chief justiee of the 
king’s-beneh in 1496. Sir ^iliiaiii Paston, slierifT of Norfolk and Siitfolk in I.V28, marrying Bridget, 
daughter of Sir Henry Heydon, had five sons ; Erasmu.s, Henry, John, Thomas, the lirst of the family 
who came to the possession of tlic manor of Bruliduii, Clement, and .six daughters : Eleanore, married to 
Thomas Manners, earl of Rutland ; Anne, to Sir Thomas Tindal, of Hock wold ; Elizabeth, to Sir Francis* 
Leake, of Derbyshire; Mary, a nun at BaiJHiy^; and Margery, married to Jidin Leake, K^q. of WorkSop. 
Erasmus, the eldest son of SirNviHiam Paston, married Mary, the eldest daughter of Sir Thomas Wyndhani, 
of Felbridge, by whom he had William, Eleanore, Frances, and (lertnule. William, the only son, married 
Frances, daughter of Thomas Clere, of Stokesley, and had by her Christopher, Owlton, Anne, Frances, 
the wife of Thomas Groos, an^l Gertrude, married to William Reed. Sir Robert Paston, of Paston, bart. 

VOL. I. 4b 
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heiross of Sir John Aligli, or Lech, by whom he had Henry, Edward, and Catharine. 
Henry dying without surviving offspring, in 1565, was succeeded by his brother 
Edward, who, on ids death in 1629, left Brondon Hall, Middleton Hall, and several 
other estates, to his son, Clement Paston. This estate afterwards became the property 
of the Wyndham family, and at present belongs to Admiral Wyndham, of Felbridge, 
in Norfolk. 

Brundoh-mill belongs to Mr. Haward, and the cottage belongs to the mill; the rest 
of the parish belongs to the manor. 

The church of Brumlon was a small ancient building, about a mile from Ballingdon- 
Street, and opposite to Borley church, entirely demolished a long time ago. 

Ihe considerable number of newly-erected houses in the village of Ballingdon 
might seem to intimate an increase of inhabitants; but it appears from the last census, 
taken in 1830, that the jiopiilation is exceedingly diminished. 

In 1801, the number of inhabitants were stated to have been five hundred and thirty; 
in 1811 they amounted to five hundred and thirty-two; and, in 1821, to six hundred 
and sixty-two; but, in 1831, they were reduced to two hundred and eighty-three. 

IIORLEV. 

The parish of Borley extends northward from Brundon, and is bounded on the east 
by the river Stour. The name is compounded of the Saxon words Bap, and ley, that 
is. Boar’s Pasture. Its (jircumference is about five miles, its distance from Sudbury 
two, ami from London fifty-seven miles. 

In the reign of Edwaril the Confessor, a freeman named Lewin held the lands of 
this parish, which, at the time of the survey, belonged to Adeliza, countess Albemarle, 
half-sister to the Comjueror,* and married to Odo, earl of Campagne, to whom the 
Conqueror gave tin; earldom of Holdernc^ss, in Yorkshire.-]* Their daughter, Judith, 
was married to Waltheof, the British earl of Northumberland and Huntingdon; and 
their son and heir, 'Stephen, earl of Albemarle, attended Robert Curthose, duke of 
Normandy, on his expedition into the Holy Land, and distinguished himself by ex- 
traordinary acts of bravery in a great J)attlc near Antioch, where he commanded in 
the rear of the Christian army.. He married HawUe, daughter of Ralph de Mortimer, 
by whom he had William and Ingleram, and four daughters. William, the eldest 
son, surnamed Le Gros, defeated the rebel army at the battle of the Stsindard, in 1138, 
and, for his important services to the state, wsIb ennobled by the title of earl of York- 


wa.s from ihi.s lu-atich of the family, who, in 1673, was croiteJ lord Paston, and, in 1679, viscount Yar- 
mouth, and earl of Yarmouth. — Lib, Nobil. et Gery>ros. Angliiu, MS, fol. 194. f^iaitation of Norfolk in 1583, 
p.92. Camden's liritannia^ in Norfolk, Fuller's fVorthies in Norfolk, Dugdale's llaronelaget vol. ii. p.486. 
• She liad also ManiiiuKtrec and Waltliaiiistow. 
t Vincent's Discovery, &c. p. 2. 
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shire. He married Cecily, daughter of William, son of Duncan, brother of Malcolm 
the Third, king of Scotland,* * * § by Alice, daughter of Robert de Romney*, lord of the 
honour of Skipton, in Craven.f The ofispring of this marriage was two daughters, 

co-heiresses. Hawise and Cicily, or Amicia, which last was married to Eston, 

or Easton, of a family whose surname was derived from the manor of Easton, in 
Walter Belchamp. 

Hawise, the eldest daughter, had three husbands: William de Mandeville, earl of 
Essex, who died in 1189, without issue; William de Fortibus, who died in 1194, to 
whom she bore a son, named William; and Baldwin de Betun, earl of the Isle of 
Wight, who died in 1212, and whom she survived. Her son, William de Fortibus, 
succeeded to the family honours and estates, and distinguished himself by his activity 
and prowess in the wars of the barons. He married Aveline, daughter and co-heiress 
of Richard, lord of Stansted Monthchet, by whom he had William <le Fortibus, third 
earl of Albemarle, of' that iiame.:|: lie succeeded his father on his death in 1241, and 
married Christiana, daughter and co-heiress of Allan, of Galloway. His second wife 
was Isabel, daughter of Baldwin, earl of Devonshire; .by her he had John, Thomas, 
and William, who all died under age, and two daughters, A vice and Aveline. He 
died in 1260, § and was survived by his widow, Isabel, who, on the decease of her 
brother, Baldwin de Rivers, fifth earl of Devon, assumed the style of countess of 
Albemarle and Devon, and lady of the Isle of Wight. She died in 1293, leaving her 
only daughter her heiress. 

lliis lady being consi<h»red too great a match for a subject, was, by the policy of 
King Henry the Third, married to his second son, Ednnind Crouchback, earl of 
Lancaster, the king, queen, and nearly all the nobility of England attemding the mar- 
riage, in 1269.11 And, in the succeeding reign, she was persuaded to give up the 
sovereignty of her castles and lauds to Edward the First, receiving property of equal 
value, and twenty thousand marks from that monarch. ^ 8he died without issue in 1293, 
and this lordship coming to the crown, was, in 1364, given, by .King E«lw{ird the 
Third, to the prior and consent of Christ’s Church, in Canterbury, in c'xchaiigc for the 
town and port of Sandwich, in Kent, with appurtenances and revenues in the Isle of 

• Roger Hovedeii/cd. 1W)1, p. 592.^ , 

t Monast. Anglic, vol. i. p. 400 and 79(1 

J Uugdale’s Baronetage, vol. i. j). 03. 

§ The account in the Intpii.sition in, that iit th« time of his decease lie held the manor of Boric, belong- 
ing to the honour of Skipton, of the king, with the advowson of tlie eliiirch there, and did no particular 
service for the same. He held also in demesne two hundred and forty acres of arable, twenty of pHst,ure, 
fifteen of meadow, and five oV wood, of the lee of William de St. Clare, for whieh he received yearly Id. 
And the said manor paid to the .sherifTs aid 5». ; and to*the bailiff of tbe hundred of Huinford 2s. 6d., for 
view of frankpledge. — Inquis, iiih Henry the Third. 

!| Matt. Paris, ed. 1640, p.MOUG, and Dugdalc's Baronetage, vol. i. p. 65 and 66. 
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lUXiK 11. Slieppey, which belonged to that monastery;* granting them also free warren in Borley, 
and all othei^ demesnes; in which proprietorship it remained till their dissolution, in 
1539 ;f and in 154<1 it was, with other estates, granted to the dean and chapter of 
Christ’s church, in Canterbury; but they having been charged with an annuity of 
£200 for the muintenance of scholars in the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, 
this estate and several others were, in 1545, assigned to the croAvn for the discharge 
of the incumbrance; and, soon afterwards, the manor of Borley was granted to 
Edward Waldegrave, of the noble family of that name, of Sraallbridge, in Suffolk, 
and of Navestock, in Ongar. Sir Edward was master of the wardrobe to King Philip 
and Queen Mary; also chancellor of the dutchy of Lancaster, and representative for 
Essex, in the parliament that met on the 20th of January, 1557.f He married Frances, 
daughter of Sir Edward Neville, and had by her two sons, Nicholas and Charles, and 
three daughters; Mary, married to John, lord Petre, of Writtle; Catharine, to John 
Clowen, Esq. of Devonshire; and Magdalen, to John Southcote, Esq. son and heir of 
John Southcote, of Witham. Sir Edward died in the Tower of London, in 156 1,§ 
and is buried in Borley churcli: his lady is also interred in the same grave, having 
enjoyed this estate till her d(?cease in 1.599, in the eightieth year of her age. 

Charles Waldegrave, Esq. the eldest son, was of Staining Hall, in Norfolk, and of 
Chewton, in Somersetshire; and the second son, Nicholas, had this manor of Borley 
Hall. Ilis wife Catharine, daughter of Winstan Browne, Esq. of Roding Abbess, 
brought him the manor of Langenhoe; and he had also, besides this estate, some lands 
in Buhner. On his death, in 1621, he was succeeded by his only son, Philip, who 
made Borley Hall the place of his residence. By his wife Mary, daughter of Richard 
White, Esrp of Hutton, in this county, he had his only son, John Waldegrave, Esq. 
whose successoi* in this estate was his son Philip, by his wife Katharine : and he, on 
his decciise in 1720, gave it with other possessions to his brother James, lord Walde- 
grave, created viscount Chewton and earl Waldegrave in 1729, whose noble family 
have retained this, .with the manor of Navestock and other possessions in this county, 
to the present time. 

, A messuage and lands, named Rockleys, Ligons, and Fredcs, and described as lying 
in Borley and Foxearth, were purchased by Sir. Edward Waldegrave, of Thomas 
Cecill, in 1552. 

Borley Hall is about half a mile eastward from the church,* near the banks of the 

I 

. * Moiiiist. Anglic, vol. i. p. 22. Sumner’s Antiq. of Canterbury, ed. 1703, pt. i. p. 86, and Appendix, 
p.lO. 

t Bishop Biirn('t’.s History of the Reformation, Part I. Records, p. 148. 

t Book of Martyrs, p. 1801. * 

§ lie held this manor of the queen, by the service of the fortieth part of a knight’s fee, and £Z. Or. rent. 
He had also the manors of Knavestock and Applehall .— ith Elizabeth, * 
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Stour; and the old house^ called Borley Place, is near the church, and not far distant 
from the village green. 

The church is a plain ancient building on an eminence, from which the surrounding 
country presents prospects highly beautiful and interesting. The advowson of the 
rectory has belonged to the Waldcgravc family from Henry the Eighth’s reign to the 
present time. The living has a glebe of ten acres. 

In this church, there is a splendid monument to the memory of several individuals 
of the Waldegrave family. It is about fourteen feet in height, nine in length, and in 
breadth five, with a cornice of elegant workmanship, supported by six marble pillars 
of the Corinthian order; beneath are finely executed whole-length statues in marble, 
of Sir Edward Waldegrave and his lady Frances; they lie beside each other, with 
uplifted hands, and the general expression of devotion and resignedness in their fea- 
tures. Sir Edward’s head rests on his helmet, and there is an elegant marble urn at 
his feet: the lady Frailces reclines her head upon a pillow, and at her feet there is the 
figure of a squirrel. The effigies of their five children are at the head and on the 
south side of the tomb; these are refisrred to in the following inscription: — 


“ Charles Wahlograve married Jcroiiimy, daughter 
of Sir Henry Jiiriiigaii, knight. 

NichohiM Waldegrave married Catharine, daughter 
of VViston Jlrown, Esq. 


Maiie Waldegrave married Sir John Petre, knt. 
Katharine Waldegrave married Thomas Go wen, Esq. 
Mugdalin Waldegrave man led John Southeote, 
K.sq.*» 


The family arms are elegantly represented in relief on the canopy, and on the edge, 
which is of black marble, there is the following inscription : — 


** Eduardus obiit ab incarnatione Domini milleaiiiio qiiingente.simo »exage^«imo 
primo : anno ictatis .suae qiiadrngeaimo quarto, primo die mensiH Septeiiibri.s. 

Francisea obiit ab inearnatioue Domini millesimo quingentesiiiio, nunage.siino 
nono ; anno ‘.etatis sua; scptuagc.siino, dcciiiio octavo die mensis Oetobris. 

** £n, jacet Eduardus tumulo Waldegravus in i.sto, et comc.s ante tori, comes cst 
Francisca sepulchri. 


“ Nudos fata, genus, relcvavit, tran.sUt, auxit, 
Coujux, vir, proles ; aliiiiento, careejrc, vita. 

En homo, quid tituli, quid prosit stemma, vcl auruiii. 


Si tua vitaiis aeserat uss’ji (alor. 

Nil superrs.se vides, homini compage solutaj 
Terra .suum repetit, sidera jusqiie suuiii." 


Translation: 

9 

** KdwarA died in the yca^ of our Lord one thousand live hundred and sixty one ; 
of his age forty-four, on the first day of September. 

“ Frances died in the year of our Lord one thousand five hundred and ninety- 
nine ; of her age seventy, on the cightetnth day of October. 

Lo ! within this tomb lies Edward Waldegrave, and [with him J Frances, for- 
merly the companion of his bed.^but now of his grave. 

** A family bcyontl the reach of misfortune has the wife provided with suste- 
nance, — has the husband outstripped in the race,— have their children increased 
during their term of life. Lo ! man, what honours, what descent, what wealth, will 
profit thee, when vi2^l heat shall leave thy frame ! Thou secst nothing remain when 
the structure of man is dissolved. Earth its part reclaims, and so does heaven.'* 
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On the north wall of the chancel, a female figure is placed in a devotional attitude, 
between two pillars, which support a canopy; she kneels on a cushion, with a book 
open before her, and above there appear cherubim, encircled with rays of glory: 
below there is the following inscription — 

“ Piilvis in hoc tumulo Waldegravi Miigdala proles unaq. Sonthcotti sponsa, se* 
pulta jacet. Virgo pudica, parens fxcunda, piissiiiia sponsi sponsa, tenax fidei, 
libera vixit opiiin. Mortem vita dedit, vitain qiiaiii vita negavit Mora dedit : 0 adsis 
Mors, fera vita vale. Obiit octavo die Scpteiiibris, 15y8. 

Translation: 

** Within this tomb lies buried the dust of Magdalen, Waldegrave*s daughter and 
.Soiitlicott*s only spouse. A chaste virgin, a prolific mother, to her partner a most 
pioii.s wifi*. Steadfast in faith, she lived uncornipted by riches. 

“ Life gave dealh, death gave the life which life denied. Welcome death, and 
farewell cruel life. She died the eighth day of September, 1598.*’ , 

In the chancel, on the ground, a hrii.ss plate in a hlack marble bears the following 

inscription : 

** Hie in Domino reqiiiescit J(»hanncs Durhaiiie, tertins filiua Thoinai Durhaine, de 
West Durhnine, in com. Norf. airnigeri ; qui, cum sexagintaet septemannos vixisset, 
viecsimo nouo die inou.siM Jitlil, anno verbi iiicarnati 1601, morte prscceptus est.” 

Translation: 

** IIiTC rests in the Lord, John Durliame, the third son of Thomas Dnrhame, of 
West Durliame, in the <!ounty of Norfolk, Esq. who, when he had lived sixty-seven 
years, on the. twenty-ninth day of the month of July, in the year of the Incarnate 
Word 1 001, yielded to the mandate of death.” 

Thi^ parish, in 1821, contained one hundred and ninety-five inhabitants, and, accord- 
ing to the census of 1831, the number was precisely the same. 

LISTON. 

Liston is boundiTd on the east by the river Stour, extending westward to the parish 
of Foxearth; and from Borley, on its southern extremity, to Pentlow on the north. 
Its circurnfereuQo does not exceed foiw miles; the low grounds watered by the river 
are light and sandy, and the whole district abundantly productive. . 

The name, variously* written in records, Lyston, Leyston, and Lisson, has been 
supposed to be from the Saxon Liyc, a border, but this may%e considered a doubtful 
etymology. It was in the possession of sei^ral freemen in the time of Edward the 
Confessor; and, at the Domesday survey, had become the property of Hugh de 
Cfuriiai, Ilbodo,* and Roger Bigot; Geofrey Tulrfbot being.under tenant to Gurnai.f 


• llboilo had also lands at Wickford, in this county. 

+ He hud also Fordham and Erlci, or Ardlcy, in this county. His grandson Hugh had a nephew, named 
Hugh Talabot, living in 1181.— Ori/erie ntatif, p. 844. 
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These different proprietors having each his distinct portions, occasioned the division 
of these lands into the three manors of Liston Overhall, Liston Netherhall, and Liston 
Weston; but the whole having been subsequently united when in possession of the 
Liston family, and also by other proprietors, nearly the whole has been generally con- 
sidered included in the manor of Liston. 

Hugh de Gurnai, the ancient owner of Liston Hall, was one of the Conqueror’s 
military favourite’s, and, previous to the expedition against this country, had distin- 
guished himself in a celebrated battle against Henry the First, of France.* * * § In the 
decline of life he became a monk in the abbey of Bee, in Normandy, to which he had 
been a benefactor; and, on his decease there, left, by his wife Basilia, daughter of 
Girald Fleitell,f two sons, Giridd and Hugh. Girald, with his wife Editha, sister of 
William, earl of Warren, accompanied Robert Curthose to the Holy Land, and died 
there,:|: leaving Hugh, his son and successor, who was taken under the patronage of 
King Henry the First, and carefully educated in the learning of that age, and trained 
to military exerclses,§ with as much care and attention as if he had been his own son. 
but he proved ungrateful, and joined in a rebellion against his benefactor. On his 
decease in 1188, he left, by his wife Maud, sister of Ralph de Peronne, count of Ver- 
mandois, a son named Hugh, who was with King Richard the First at the siege of 
Aeon, in the Holy Land; and, on the taking of that city, was made governor of the 
part belonging to the English kirig.|| Joining the barons against King John, he was 
deprived of his possessions, but, after his decease in 1221, they were restored to his 
son Hugh, by King, Henry the Third. This Hugh pursuing the same course of dis- 
loyalty and contempt of the royal authority, had all his lands and other possessions 
taken from him, as forfeited to the crown. He died in 1237, leaving, by Imcy his 
wife, daughter of Robert de Berkley, an only daughter, named Juliana, who was mar- 
ried to William Bardulph.^f 

This estate, in the time of Henry the Second, was in possession of a family surnamed 
De Liston, who held it by the grand sergeancy of making, and placing before the king, 
five wafers on the day of his coronation.** Geofrey, or Godfrey de Liston, held lands 
by this tenure in 1226, and also lands in Witham, by the sergeancy of ciirrying flour 


* Gesta Guilldmi Diicis, &c. and G. Piciiavensi, p. 187. 

t Orderirus Vitalls, p. 681. , 

X Willdin. Geiiiinctic, p. 290. 

§ Ordcricus Vitalis, p. 844. 

ii Chronic. Jo. Bromton, col. 1906, and Mat. Paris, ed. 1640, p. 158. 
f Dugdale’s Baronetage, vol. i. p. 429. of Gornay : Paly of six, or and azure. 

•• Avicia de Lyaton, que fuit uxor Godefridi Cauierarii, e,t Olia Kobti de Lyaton, cat de donacoe Regis, et 
terra vaP xl sol. est hcreditas ejus, et habet unuin filiuiii qni est etatis xxi annor* et ipsa debet facere 
canestellas ad sumonitionem ad festum Regis. Rot. de Dorn’ pucris et puellis, 30 Hen. II. in Scaccario. 
P. Lc Neve's collection. 
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He died in 1267: John de Liston was his son; whose son and successor was Sir John 
de Liston, on whose decease, in 1332, he left his successor, John, by his wife Maud; 
and this John de I.iiston marrying Elizabeth, daughter of Sir William Carbonell, had 
by her a son, who receiving his father’s name, succeeded to this inheritance in 1349. 
He died in 1359, and was succeeded by his uncle, William de Liston, whose widow, 
named Joan, held the estate after his death. She died in 1367, and left a son named 
Thomas,* who disposed of this estate to Richard Lyons, a wine-merchant and lapi- 
dary, created sheriff of London in 1374; and, in 1381, beheaded by the insurgents, 
under Wat Tyler, who had formerly been his servant, as appears from his epitsiph in 
the church of St. James, on Garlick Hill, where he was biiried.f He held the manor 
of Overhall, in Liston, by the same tenure as his predecessors had done; but, a con- 
siderable time before his death, he had conveyed Netherhall, in Liston, and lands 
and tenements called Westones and Carbonells, with appurtenances in Liston and 
Borley, Foxearth, and Pentlow, to I-<ady Alice Neville. Netherhall was holden of '' 
the Earl of March, by the service of twelve shillings a year; and Westons was holden 
of Thomas Munchensy, for one pound of pepper. He had also the manor of Gosheld. 
On his violent death, his estates escheated to the crown; and, in 1383, King Richard 
the Second granted the manor of Liston Overhall to Sir Hugh de Segrave in fee, 
by the former service of the wafers. 

From oflicial writings of the year 1400 and upwards, it appears that several estates 
in this parish were conveyed to William Venour, Elizabeth Mabil Venour, and John 
Stapulforde; and, in 1461, John Venour died, holding the manor of Liston Overhall 
by the .ancient tenure: he also held the manors of Liston Weston, Liston Netherhall, 
with the advowson of the church of Liston N(»therhall, of Ralph Bokby, by fealty; 
and also a messuage and lauds in Pentlow. His heirs were successively, John Bluet, 
son of Agues, sister of .Elizabeth, and mother of William Venour; John Wroughton, 
son of John, son*<5fi Margaret, another sister; and William Harwell, son of Roger, 
son of a third sister of Elizabeth. 

Sir John Say^ of an ancient family of Hertfordshire, was the next proprietor of 
this (‘State, in which he was succeeded by his sort’ Thomas, by his ftrst wife Elizabeth, 

daughter of Edward Oheney, Esep of Cambridgeshite.f On his death, in 1497, he 

% 

* 'IMicrr was another branch of this family from John, the father of Robert, whose son Robert had six 

*• 

daughters, eo-heiresses: Margaretta, married to Reginald Rouse, who bore him a son named Reginald; 
Joanna, wife of Robert Tracy, who had a son named George; Margery, wife of William London, and by 
him mother of Alice, married to Thomas Bedingfield; Mu«gaR.‘t, wife of ijdmund St.Clere; Isabel of Leo- 
nard Hyde, who had a son named George; amtThomasina, married to John Goldingham. 

t Stowe’s Surrey of famdon, cd. 1720, vol. i. book 3i p. 11, and Weever’a Funeral Monuments, p. 400. 

I This lady died in 1473. She was widow of Frederick Tilney, Esq. and^had by him Elizaluqh, married 
to Thomas, duke of Norfolk. John Say, her eldest son, was shcriiT of Essex and Hertfordshire in 1483, 
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left William, his son and heir, who died under age; and his two sisters, Anne, mar- ^ 

ricd to Robert Husey, Esq., and Elizabeth to William Clopton, Esq., sebond sou of 
Sir William Clopton, of Melford and I^utons, in Suffolk, were his co-heiresses.* 

The ancient family of Clopton are of Clopton in the hundred of Carlcford, in Suf- 
folk. William de Clopton resided there in the reign of King Henry the First; and 
Sir William, of the same family, in 1346, bought Newnham Hall, in Ashdon, in this 
county, where be and his posterity were seated for many generations. Sir Thomas 
de Clopton was the brother of Sir William, and marrying Katharine, daughter and 
co-heiress of William Mylde, Esq. of Clare, had with her Kentwell Hall, in Melford, 
which became the family residence of his descendants. William de Clopton, his son, 
had Newnham Hall, the gift of his cousin Edward; and another William, of the same 
family, was seated at Castelyns, in the parish of Groton, in Suffolk. 

William Clopton, Esq. who came to the possession of this estate by marriage with 
Elizabeth Say, was the second son of Sir William Clopton, of Kentwell Hall, in Mel- 
ford; his two sons were William and Francis.f At the time of his death, in 1537, 
he held the capital manor of this parish of the king, by the ancient tenure of sergeancy ; 
and had also half of the manors of Liston Weston, and Liston Netherhall, and the 
advowson of the church, with other possessions in Pentlow and Foxearth. William, 
his eldest son, succeeded to this mheritance, and, on his doceuso in 1568, left a son, 
also named William, who, in the post mortem record, is said to have only the capital 
manor of Liston Overhall, with appurtenances in Liston Foxearth, and Pentlow. He 
married Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas Barnardiston, knt., by whom he had William 
and Francis, and Anne, married to George Parys, of Dublynton, Esq. and Mary, to 
William Smyth, Esq. of Thorndon, in Suffolk. William Clopton, Esq. of Liston 
Hall, married Anne, only daughter and heiress of John Wiseman, Esq. of Stisted 
Hall, by his first wife Elizabeth, daughter of John Glascock, of Roxwell. This heiress 
brought to her husband a considerable csUite in Stisted, called Raync Hatch and 
Boltwoods : by her, he was the father of Thoimis, William, and Johii.f The eldest 


crcutctl K.n. in 1484. He left Elizabeth, married to ^illiutn, lord Montjoy ; and Mary, to Henry Ihnir- ^ 
ehicr, carl of Essex.- Sir Henry Chnuncy*8 Jtiit, of Her tjlirdshirv, p. 174, 341,.i44, and ff^eever^s Funeral 
Monuments, p. f).*)!. 

• • ’ A 

* Sir Henry Chauilcy\s AiitiqiiiticH of Hertfordsliire, p. 341. Tlic learned Sir Siiiionds d’Ewes, who mar- 
ried into this family, drew np an accurate genealogy of it, which was brought down to l(V9(i by Thomas 
Clopton, rector of Chriselton, in Cheshire, and wiiN further improved by Mr. Holman. 

t Franci.s wa.s of Kedington, in Suffolk, and though he had four wives, left no issue by any of them. , 
X This John married Erance.s, daughter pf Mark Mott, D.D. of Hayne, by whom he had Tichbume ; 
John, of Jesus College, CamW-idge, who dieJ unmarried; William, of St. John's College, Cambridge, 
curate of Titlcy, &c. who married Pheenix, daughter of )ohn Owen, Esq. of Little Batdheld; Frances, 
wife of Alleyn Blower, rector of Little Waltham ; Mercy, married to Sir George Alleyn, bart. of Little 
Lees ; and Anne, Jane, and Elizabeth, who died unmarried. 

VOL. I. 4 c 
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Bon, ThomaB, married Elizabeth, daughter of Martin Sparrow, of Finchingfield, by 
whom he had William Clopton, Esq. of Liston Hall, who married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir William Poley, of Boxted, in Suffolk, by whom he had William, who married 
Anne, daughter of Edward Crisp, of Bury St. Edmund’s.* 

In 1745, these estates had become the property of Dr. Clopton, from whom they 
passed to a gentleman of the name of llieussett, who sold them to William Campbell, 
Esq. brother to the Duke of Argyll. This gentleman erected an elegant modern 
building on the site of the ancient manor-house, with a park, and surrounding gardens 
and pleasure grounds. This seat is delightfully situated on the borders of Suffolk, 
with varied and beautiful prospects over a richly luxuriant country. 

Sir Hyde Parker, hart, of Melford Hall, in Suffolk, is the present owner of the 
capital manor of Liston, and also of the estates of Harts and Buckles, formerly the 
property of Sir Mordaunt Martin. 

The church consists of a nave and chancel, with a square tower containing three 
bells. Coats of arms of the ancient families of Mylde, Clopton, Cheney, and Iloydon, 
are painted in the windows of this church, and on the south side of the chancel there 
is an elegant marble monument, with the following inscription: 

“ H, S. E. Poley Clopton, M.D. 

“ Vir in oiiini fere liteniniin gencrc vcrsalu.s; in iis vero/tudiia, qua; mcdicum 
iiut in.struunt aut ornant, priestanti.ssiinu». Novit ille vir oximiiis varias hinnani 
geiicri.s vicc.s ct infortunia : novit taiam qiiunti .sit pretii, posse iniseris succurrere 
ot vclle; et id siiii negotii inaxiiiie dedit, paiiperibns iit sub veuiret. Atquain be- 
nigiinni, quaiii iiii.sericordoiii in senio et iiiopia labonmtes, iiniiriuiif gessit (quos 
ip.si semper ehuros habuit), supreime tcstantiir tabulie*, anniium enim reditum CCC 
librarum amplam satis, et reriiin suaruiu partem loiige iiiaximam, in perpctiiuin xii 
panpejuiii subsidinm de burgo Sancti Edmimdi, in com. Snf!’. legavit; pietatis erga 
Dciiin ; benevoleniiu! erga lioinine.s, monuinentuin in iPtermiiii man.surum. Ob. 
firid. eal. Nov. A.U. 17.‘10, jetat. 

Translation : 

“ Hero lie.s Pedey Clopton, M.D. 

“ A uii.n with almost every department of literature conversant, but in those .stu- 
dies especially, which eiUier form or adorn the physician, eminently distinguished. 

Well was this e.xeviplary man acquainted with the various changes and misfortunes 
incident to the human race; deeply also was he sensible what .i privilege it is to 
possess at once the ability and the inclination to cherisli the wretched : to the suc- 
cour of tin; indigent did lie therefore devote himself, as his chief employment. Hut 


Arms of (Hopton ; Sable a bend argent, eotised dansette, or. Crest : On a torse argent and sable, a 
wolf’.s lieail Coupee, per pale or and azure, a ereseent for difference. These arms arc on the seal of a deed 
of Thomas de Clopton, dated the twenty- tliird of Edward the Third, with this superscription: “S. Thome 
de Clopton.” 
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to what degree he was kindly and compassionately disposed towards tliosc who CHAP. V’. 

were bowed down by age and poverty (such were !iy him always esteemed deai^ , 

his last will testifies ; for he left for ever the very liberal provision of an annual 
rentage of three hundred pounds, being far the greatest portion of his estate, for 
the support of twelve poor men of lJury St. Edmunds, in the county of Suffolk ; a 
monument of piety towards God, and of benevolence to men, that will endure to 
eternity. He died October 31, A.D. 1730, aged 


In the year 1331, John do Liston, holding this whole parish as the manor of Liston, 
had with it the advowson of the rectory; but some time about thes year 1370, it was 
attached to the manor of Nctherhall, in which it has remained to the present 
time. 

The parish of Liston, in 1821, contained seventy-three, and, in 1831, eighty-eight 
inhabitants. 


PENTLOW. 

This parish is computed to be about seven miles in circumference, occupying the Pent low. 
north-eastern extremity of the county, bounded by the river Stour. It consists chiefly 
of elevated ground, with a portion of low meadows; the gcuieral character of the soil 
is a rich sandy loam, highly productive;* the face of the country being diversifietl in 
appearance, and ex(!eedingly pleasant It is ilistant from Sudbury five, Irorn Halstead 
eight, and from London sixty miles. 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, a free woman held the lands of this parish, 
which, at the general survey of Domesday, was one of the twenty-five lordships given 
by the Conqueror to Ralph Baignard, whose widow, Juga, founded the priory of 
Little Dunmow. Geofrey was the son and successor of Ralph, and, on his dleceasc, 
left a son named William, who, joining the party of Robert Courthose’ against King 
Henry the t'lrst, was <leprlvcd of his estates, which wore given to Robert, a younger 
son of Richard Fitz-Gislcbert, ancestor of the earls of Clare aifd Fitzwalter.f 

There are three manors in»this parish: 

The chief manor-house of Pentlow Hall iiknot far distant from the church; tin* ori- I’entlow 

^all. 

ginal building, erected about the year 1740, was of extensive dimensions, and passed 
successively.into the possession oC the noble families of Baignnrd, Fitz-Walter, and 
Ratclifi*, barons Fitz-Ws^Jter and earls of Sussex: it was hol(fcn under them |)y the 
J^itz-Humphreys, Normans, Kemps, and others. 

In 1165, Robert Fitz- Humphrey held this manor under Walter Fitz-Robert;| his Fitz- 
son, Walter Fitz-Huinphrey, flourished in the reign of King John, whose son had^ pimy fa- 

* • mily. 

* 'fhe average annual produce of wheat is .stated! to be 2-4, and of barley 32 bushels, 
t Dugdalc's Baronetage, vol. i. p. 222, 461 ; and vol. ii. 2B5. 
t Liber fcod. milit. 4ol. 12. 
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grant of free»warren in this manor and in that of Great Yeldham, which belonged to 
him.* He is recorded to have held, in conjunction with Thomas Manduit, three 
knights’ fees in this parish and elsewhere, under Robert Fitz-Walter, as of his barony 
of J3aignard8.f His son, Sir Walter Fitz-Huinphrey, was a knight banneret in the 
reign of King Edward the First; and his son, Sir William, presented to this church in 
1322.J Walter Fitz-Humphrey is recorded to have held one knight’s fee and a quar- 
ter in Pentlow. The last of this family mentioned in records was living in 1337.§ 

Roger Norman held this estate at the time of his decease, in 1349; he had also other 
lands in various parts of the country. || His grandson, Giles, son of his son Roger, 
was his heir, and left under the guardianship of John Fenner, of Foxeartli. But he 
died at the age of eighteen, in 1362; in consequence of which, the manor of Pentlow, 
and the advowson of the church, holden of John, lord Fit/-Wjilter, descended to the 
threij daughters of Elene, sister of his grandfather, Roger; these were Christuiii, mar- 
ried to William Charnberlayn, of Cavendish; Juliana, married *to Richard Cavendish; 
and Beatrix, the wife of John de Gloinesford. 

In 1369, the estate was conveyed by these co-heiresses to John de Cavendish, de- 
scended from Robert, the youngest son ‘of Robert Geriion, of the noble family of the 
Gernons of Boulogne. Sir John Gernon took the surname of Cavendish from his 
seat and residence in the town of that name. His son, by his wife Catharine, daughter 
of John Smyth, Esq. of Cavendish, was named after his father, and succeeded to his 
estates and honours; he was edu(;ated for the bar, and becoming eminent in his pro- 
fession, was, in 1366, made a judge of the King’s Bench, and, in 1372, a justice of the 
Common Pleas, and chief justice of the King’s Bench in 1373. * He was also chan- 
cellor of the LJuivorsity of C^uribridge ; had a grant of an annuity of a hundred marks 
in 1378; and was summoned to parliament from 1372 to 1381; but having the mis- 
fortune to falf into the hands of the insurgents under Wat Tyler and Jack Straw, he 
was eonveyed to the town of St. Edimindshury, and beheaded.f He left,* by his wife 
Alice, two sons: Jjir Andrew, his successor, who lived at Cavendish, became high 
sheriff of Suffolk and Norfolk in 1384, and died in 1390,** but his wife, Rose, lived 

• CcirtiL* Antiqii:c, p. 18. 

t Libi']' fcodor. mil. do Suflulk, p. 43. 

X Nowoouit, vol. ii. p 4ft7. 

§ Arms (if Fitz-Humphrey*; Qiiart(*rly, argent and .sable. 

|] Particularly a m(\ssiiago and sixty acres of arable land in this pari.sh, called Merseys. 

% liy bis will, dated in l.SHl , it appears that he had eitates in Cavendish, Fakenhain, Aspes, and Saxham. 
— Uh. Ilfijtton in Ojffic. Hrifixt. \orriv. The mob were in a high degree inccn.sed against him, beeaii.se it 
wii.s liin son, John (.'avendisli, who dispatclu'd Wat Tyler in Smithlield. — Stouw*s Annals, p. 290. Dugdale*s 
C/ironk\ Jurhi. T. iraimghamt Ilht. Anglia, ed. 1003, p.*262. See also Peerage, vol. i. ed. 175(), 

p. Iso, &e. ‘ 

*• He wa.s the first of liis family known to have given for their arms: Sable, three bucks' heads ca- 
boshed, urgent, attired, or : which have continued to be borne by his succissors. 



HUNDRED OF HINCKFORD. 


5G5 


till 1420, haviug, with her husband, jointly presented to Pentlow church in 1393.* chap. v. 
The widow, previous to her decease, had conveyed the manor and advowson of the 
living to John Halls and others, William, their son and heir, having died without 
issue. 

Sir Thomas Cavendish, the celebrated navigator, the third person and second Eng- 
lishman who achieved the circumnavigation of the globe, was of this family. 

The arms of'Cavendish are on a slab now in the church of Cavendish, (Avhich parish 
is adjoining to Pentlow,) on a tomb supposed to be that of Thomas C^avendish, who 
died in 1477. Thomas Cavendish, the son of the last named Thomas, was clerk of 
the pipe in the Exchequer, and by his wife, Alice Smith, was the father of George 
Cavendish, of Glemsford, in Suffolk, and of William. George was the gentleman- 
usher and faithful friend of Cardinal Wolsey, and wrote his life; he is generally con- 
sidered to have founded the honours and wealth of this noble family, but this was not 
the case; his line appears to have ended or fallen into obscurity with his grandson, 

William, who was a mercer in London, and sold his estates in this noiglibourhood, in 
1569, to William Downes. Sir William Cavendish, the brother of George, one 
of the commissioners for taking the survey of religious houses, &c. became the fortu- 
nate founder of the ducal families of Devonshire and Newcastle; the latter being now 
extinct in that name, but the present Duke of Devonshire is the ninth in lineal descent 
from this William Cavendish.f 

The next possessor of this manor was Thomas, lord Cobham, who l<»ft it, by Avill, 
dated April, 1471, to his illegitimate son, Reginald Cobham. 

William Felton, of Sudbury, was the owner of this estate in 1490. He married Felton 

Anne, daughter and heiress of Ralph Bank, by whom he had Edmund; Margaret, 
wife of John Drury, of llongham; and Joan. On his decease, in 1493, he held the 
manor of Pentlow, and advowson of the rectory, of Sir John Ratcdiff, lord Filzwalter, 
as of his manor of Shymplingthorne; and had also other estates.f Edmund, his sou 
and successor, married Anne, daughter of John Brough, by wh^aohe had Edmund. 

His second wife was Anne* daughter of Sir Thomas Lucy, ‘of Warwickshire, by 
whom he had his son, Thomas, of Clerkcnwell. On his deceas(», in 1519, his son , 
Edmund was his successor at Pentlow Hall; he married Frances, daughter of John 
Butler, of Coventry, by whom* Im had George, William, Djimstall, Edmund, John, 
and a daughter. George Felton, Esq. the eldest son, had six sons and six daughters 
by his wife Margaret, daughter of John Carew, of St. Edmundsbury. He is supposed 

* Newcourt, vol. ii, p. 407. ^ 

f See Cavendish’s Life of VVeUsey, edited by linger, I8‘i7, and the Archaeoiogia, vol. ix. p. 50 to 62. 

I These were, Pakkards in Bradweli, near the sea; LeVerye, in that parish; and Tillingliain.— 

9 Hen, FIL 
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to have disposed of this estate, for it was not among the possessions of his successor, 
Edniuiul h eltoii, Esq. who died in ISTO.* * * § 

The next recorded possessor is George Kemp, Esq. the sixth son of William Kemp, 
Es(|. of Spain’s Hall, in Finchingfield.f He had three wives, but had no offspring 
except by Ills second wife, Margery Appulderheld, who bore him live sons| and three 
(laughters. He died in 1606, aged seventy-six. He was succeeded by John Kemp, 
r^sq. his eldest son, who married Eleanor, daughter of John Drew, Esq. of Devon- 
shire, one of the exigenters of the court of common pleas, by whom he had four sons 
and ten daughters. He died in 1609.§ George, the second, but eldest surviving 
son, was created a baronet in 1626, and married a lady whose tamily name was 
Brotike, by whom he had two daughters, one of whom was married to Sir John 
Winter, hut dying without offspring, Sir George settled this estate upon his nephew, 
John, the son of his brother, John Kemp, P^sq. by his wife, the sister of Sir Robert 
Brooke. IIci married Katharine, daughter of Robert blower, of Borley, and widow 
of Balph Redman, and had by her three daugliters, Lucy and Mary, who died un- 
niarri(Ml, and Barbani, married to Prancis Djiniel, Esq. of Buhner; and this lady sold 
the estate to Joshua Brise, P^s<]. of Clare, from whom it descended to his son, Shad- 
rac.li, who was sheriff' of Suffolk in 1762: and, on his decease, it came to his brother 
Samuel. On the death of Samuel, in 1827, at the age of ninety-six years, this manor 
was devised by him to his great niece, Elizabeth Maria, the wife of William Mathew, 
Es(|. she being the only child of P^lward Coldhain, P^sq. of Bury St. Edmund’s, by 
liis wife lilizabeth, daughter of Joshua Bris(?, of Clare. 

Pmitlow Hall is now the rc'sidence of Mrs. Mathew, a widow; and, on her de(;ease, 
stands j united to the Rev. Edward William Mathew (vicar of Great Coggcshall, || and 
minister of St. James’, Bury St. Edmund’s) and to his issue in tail.f 

llu! manor-house of Bower’s Hall is about a mile distant from the church, in a 
south-westerly directicni, and opposite to some part of the parish of Cavendish, on the 


* Arms of Felton; Gules, two lions passAnt, t*i mines, crowned, or. — Ilarvie's Visit, of Suffolk in 1361, 

' f 

t IVdigree.'i of Ks.sex, p. 1.30, 1.31. 

t Charles, the second .shn. was of Walthamstow \ Christopher^ the fifth nan, was of Finchingfield. 

§ llesides the manor of Pentlow and udvowson of the church, and Campfields, Joyes, and Stetch- 
nieadow, he held Wyleinli Hall and park ; Clakton park, in Little Clak ton lands in Cavendish, the manor 
of West Walton, and the White Hoii.se in South Lynni, Norfolk. 

il His predecessor in this living; was Dr.Mant, the present bishop of Down and Connor. 

• f Arms of Brise : Ardent, petty gules, over all ji cross of ^tlie first, all within a bordurc sable, charged 
\^ith eight cinquefoils, or. Borne by Sir Hugh Brise, knt. sheriff of London, temp. Kd. IV. and long n.sed 
iiy the ineinhors of this ancient family. — Anhs of Coldhain : Azure, a mullet argent pierced. — Arms of 
Mathew : A/ure, three lions rampant, argent : on a chief of the second, three cross crusslets sable. 
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other side of the river. In the rolls of Foxearth Hall this estate is called the fee of v. 
Bourhall; and it does not occur in any other record till the reign of King Henry the 
Seventh, when it belonged to John Hill, clothier, of Long Melford, in Suffolk, who, 
by will, conveyed this estate, the white rents (that is, quit rents) excepted, to Sir 
William Hogeson, to pray for the souls of him and his friends, in the church of Mel- 
ford. The quit rents he gave to the poor of the town of Melford, and the fine of tht; 
alienations he gaVe to the reparations of the church of Pentlow for ever.* 

Hill’s chantry, in Melford church, was established on this foundation ;f and the 
master of the college of Sudbury, for the time being, had the sole nomination of the 
chantry priest. 

On the general suppression of religious institutions of this description, this manor 
becoming vested in the crown, was granted, in 154*8, to Sir Thomas Paston, who 
soon afterwards sold i\ to Edward and Thomas Abbott, who made a partition of it in 
1550, two parts being allotted to Edward, and the remaining third part becom- 
ing the property of Thomas. Edward was succeeded by his sou George, who sold 
his portion of this estate to John Shawaraden^ from whom it was conveyed to Roger 
Goodday, the eldest son of John Goodday, of Braintree, by his second wife Mary, 
daughter of Thomas Wood, of Rayne, and widow of Richard Everard, Es(j. of Great 
Waltham: he married Ursula, daughter and co-heiress of Baldwin Payne, a iru*rchant 
of London, and had by her seven sons and eight daughters. He Avas buried hero, on 
his decease in 1617. George Goodday, his grandson, was of Bow«jr’s Hall, and ol‘ 

Gray’s Inn, London^ and had, by Frances Alston, his wife, a son named Samuel, who 
died young, and Elizabeth, his only daughter and heiress. She wsis marri(Ml to 

Thomas Small, who had by her Elizabeth, married to John Langham, K9<|. and 

Frances, the wife of Sir Richard Newman. In 1699, the estate was ?3old to Mrs. 

Sarah Groom, of I-omlon, Avidow, Avho left it to her son Samuel, and it aft(»rwards 
became the property of Henry Sperling, I^sq. 

The manor-house of Paines is on an eminence, near the road* from the church of 

I 

* Tln^se quit rents amounted to four pounds nineteen four eapons, one* day’s work in the 

hay season, and in fowjing, besides fourteen ^cnee farthiiiK for rents and services in IVntlow. ’I'he wood 
was about ninevaeres. ’Phis eharity was •regularly paid fur a eonsiderahle |)erV)d of time, till at last several 
owners, particularly John Goqdday, neglected or rt^fiised to pay ; and a coin mission for (‘haritalth* iise< 
was obtained, in 1663, when the coiiimissioners decreed that the owners of this manor should pay all 
arrears to the churchwardens of Melford, and the said quit rents for ever, and that they should have the 
property of the wood ; this decree was confirmed by the ehaiieery in The whole charity is applied 

to the teaching of ten poor children of Mclf«L«rd,to read and east accounts. 

t John Hyll, the founder of this chantry, is inentioned^in one of the inscriptions recently restored by 
Richard Almack, Esip of Long Melfoid, in the beautiful chapel adjoining Melford elmrch, wliere it i^ 
probable his chantry priest otficiated ; this inscription is dated 1490 (the year after the date of his willj, 
and commences : ** Pray for the soulc of John Hyll.'* 
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Pentlow to Belchamp St. PauPs: it anciently received the name of Hogges, from 
James Hoog, to whom it belonged in 1398; and to John Hogge, of the same family, 
in 1432. It passed from this family, either by descent or purchase, to John de Vere, 
earl of Oxford, who, on his death in 1562, held this among his numerous extensive 
possessions. 

The church, dedicated to St. Gregory, occupies a low situation, about a mile distant 
from the parsonage house, which is a good convenient building, on a hill. 

The most remarkable feature in Pentlow church is the circular east end ; and it is 
rather surprising that Mr. Gage, in his Observations upon the ecclesiastical round 
towers of Norfolk and Suffolk, &c.” should not have noticed this, or indeed any thing 
fdse relative to the church, as its features are striking. There appears in it a mixture 
of pure Norman, and the early pointed style. The arch, in the interior of the tower, 
is strictly Norman, and that which separates the chancel from the nave is pointed. 
'Phe font is of stone, large and ornamented, and probably coeval with the church; 
hut the covering is of wood, and is a specimen of the florid style of Henry the Seventh. 
The walls of the tower are of flint, and nowhere less than four feet in thickness; and, 
in the body of the church, the walls are from two feet and a half to three feet. The 
chapel on the north side is Kemp’s chapel.* 

This chapel has lately undergone a thorough reparation, at the expense of the Rev. 
E. W. Mathew. The very fine tomb of the Kemps, having on it the recumbent 
figures of Judge Kemp, who die<l 1606, and his son, John Kemp, Esq. who died 1609, 
and his wife, Eleanor Drew, of Devonshire, together with fourteen children kneeling 
round, has been restored, and the inscriptions and arms, with the numerous quarterings, 
repainted. The chapel wimlow has been opened and filled with stained glass, and the 
roof divide<l into compartments, with Gothic quatrefoils, &c. 


INSCRIPTION ON THE TOMB OF THE KEMPS. 


“ (irorgc Kriiip, life spake to his vittue.s 

prayse. 

Lies here entombed after his ende of daye.s. 

Fame tells the wot^Ul his life and death was siieh, 

As Truth’s report can never prayse t(»o muche ; 
Religion, justice, mercy, ftounty, peace, 

With Qiithful plainnes.se was his fume's increase. 

In King’a-heneh eourte full fiftye years found just. 
Who reades thi.s truth but ueedes comeud him must. 
From race of worship his life’s beglnnitigc .sprongc, 
f)f William Keinpe, esipiire, the sixt, and youngest 
sonne. 


Whose manor-house, Spaynes Hall, in Essex, knowne, 
Tells from whal^roote this worthie branch was grown. 
Seventy-six years he liv’d, and children eighte. 

Five sonnes, three dawghters, on his ago did wayte. 
Monday, on March the three and twentith day. 

In peace J)(vith*s hand(did take him henec away. 

One thousand six hundred and six of Christ the yeare. 
His soule, as wcaric of her mansion here, 

Made haste to heaven, with Christ for aye to dwell, 
Happie aie they that live and die soc well. 

Here lyeth John Knmpc, that worthy csqiiyer, 

That never detracte*d the poor man's hire ; 


* It IS appendant to the manor of Pentlow Hall, as is also one half the chancel, which is kept in 
repair by the possessor of the manor, but from what cause it is now impossible to ascertain. 
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Of ireritie and knowledge, a studious seeker, 

Of word and promise a faithful keeper. 

Chaste Klinor Drew, of Devonshire, 

Daughter of John Drew, an csqiiyer. 

Was his virtuous wife, by mother descended 
From Cccill's name, nowe worthelye honoured. 
To him children seven and seven did she beare. 


As by this monument to you doth appeare ; 
lie lived fortic-cight yeercs, too short a time, 

And dyed the seiiventh of January, one thousand six 
Inmdred and nine. 

Heaven hath his sonic through Christ his grace. 
Earth his body entombed in this place. 


In the chancel is a very curious old tomb of the Feltons, who were descended from 
the Feltons, of Playford, in Suifolk, and connected by marriage with the noble family 
of Hervey. On it are the arms of Felton, Butler, &c. 

At the west end is a very fine old Saxon font. 

George Kemp, Esq. gave £26 : 14.5 : 4f/. to remain as a stock to be employed for 
the relief of eight poor folk, for their dwelling, where most need shall be. 

Susan Gooch, of Great Livermore, gave a farm in Pentlow, of £10 a year, in trust 
to feoffees, the rents to be disposed of in money to three poor widows, and three poor 
men of this parish, on Lady-day and Michaelmas; which six persons must be collec- 
tioners at least one whole year, before they can partake of this benefaction. The 

rector of the parish, for the time being, is appointed to be always one of the feoffees, 
and a special trust is committed to him, to take care that the distribution be according 
to the doiior^s will. The number of trustees are required to be seven or nine ; to be 
renewed when rciduced to three, and are to be owners, if so many, or, if not, chief 
inhabitants of the place. 

This parish, in 1921, contained three hundred and ten, and, in 1831, three hundred 
and forty inhabitants.^ 


FOXEARTH. 

The parish of Foxearth extends from the south and south-west of Pentlow to the 
Stour, and is computed to be about seven miles in circumfert^ice;^ distiint from Sud- 
bury three, from Halstead sqven, and from London fifty-six miles. The lands are 
very good, but lie low, and are at the north-west extremity of the extensive agricul- 
tural district of various or miscellaneous loan^.f In records the name is written 
Foxhearth, Foxherd, I^oxhale, Foxhole, Foxhorne, Fojfyerde, •Forscarde, Foxearth ; 
and, in Domesday, Forsearde. 

In the Saxon era, unefer Edward the Confessor, this district was in the possession 
of nineteen sochmen and four freemen; and, at the survey of Domesday, the manor of 


• The Editor of this Work gratefully acknowledges hys obligations to the Rev. E. W. Mathew, vicar 
of Coggeshall, for valuable communications relative to the parish of Pentlow, and other parts of the 
county. ^ 

t Average annual produce per acre— wheat 20, barley 28 bushels. 

VOL. I. 4 D 


CHAP. V 


Charities. 


Foxearth. 



570 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK n. 


Koxcartli 

Hall. 


\VVs<t<ni.i. 


I ■ iiitt'il 
iiiuiiors. 


Foxearth Hill, which was of very limited extent, had become the property of Richard 
Fitz-Gislebcrt, ancestor of the lords of Clare; and the manor of Weston Hall, also 
namc^d lirook Hall, was in the possession of Roger Bigot. In the rolls belonging to 
the honour of Clare, the name is written Borle Parva, denoting either that it was a 
small parish of itscdf, or that it anciently belonged to Borley parish, though it has been 
.separated from it for several ages, and joined to Foxearth: as is indicated by its secon- 
dary name, it lies low on the borders of a brook. From the account in Domesday, 
it evidently appears to have been the manor which yet retains the name of Liston 
Weston, and these two manors constitute the hamlet of Westons. About three quar- 
ters of a mile from the church of Foxearth, near the road to Liston and Pentlow, is 
the old hous(» called Listons, or Westons; some of the lands belonging to it extending 
into the parish of Liston. 

Westons continued in possession of the Bigot liimily, carls and dukes of Norfolk, 
till the reign of King Henry the Sixth,* when, about the year 1^86, the two manors 
of Foxearth Hall and Westons became united. 

The mansion-house of Foxearth Hall is near the church, and having, from the com- 
nicn(;einent of the Norman period, belonged to the lords of Clare, was, in 112:1, given, 
with the advowson of tlie church, to the priory of Stoke, by Ricliard, the son of Gil- 
bert do Clare; and, in 1202, Hugh, prior of that house, conveyed this possession to 
Walter Fitz-IIumpbrey; and, in 128(>, Sir Walter Fitz- Humphrey, of Pentlow, 
granted all bis right in this manor, with advowson of the church, to Sir Andrew dc 
Bures, of the ancient family of Bures, in Sufiblk.f 

Westons, or Brook Hall, in the commencement of the reign of King Edward the 
First, belonged to Tlioinas de Wancy, iiiuler whom it was held, by enfi'offment for 
life, by Wlllijbn <le Moiitclieney, who, dying in 1286, it reverted to its former owner; 
and, in the nugii of Edwaril the Second, is recorded to have been in the possession of 
Simon de Caiitebridge,* named ’also Caiulclent and Caiidelioii. In 1332, a moiety of 
this manor was in the possession of John de Liston; aiid, in 1339, it wiis made to 
constitute a part of the <lower of Mary, countess Mareschall, being at that time styled 
half a knight’s fee. Afti'r wards, Roger dc Rcyiies held part of it, as the moiety of a 
knight’s fee. The luuise st(:K)d near the green, \)n which the fouivlations of a chapel 
may yet be traced, and* where human bones arc also 'found, indicating tliht formerly 
th(»re was a burying place here. 

Ill th(‘ year 128(), the two manors of Foxfearth had become united in the possession 
of Sir Andrew do Bures, and were held under him by John Fenner, and Katharine 

* John Mowhray, of Norfolk, wlif> ilicfi in 1432, had oni? whole fee and two half fees in AVe.ston, 
near Uelchaiiip anti Foxearth, holdeii formerly by the earl of Oxford, Simon de C'anteliipe, and Roger 
Ileyines. — Inquia. 2 Henry Slvth. 

t Anns of Oiircs : F.rinine, on a chief indented sable, two lioncls rampant, or. 
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his wife, widow of John de Goldington; and, in 1344, King Edward the Third chap, V. 
granted John Fermcr view of frankpledge of his men and tenants here: he was living 
in 1354.* * * § Sir Andrew de Bures died in 1360, holding these possessions of lady 
Elizabeth de Burge, as of the honour of Clare, besides other estates. He had, by 
Alice his wife, daughter and heiress of Sir John de Roy don, and grand-daughter of 
Sir Robert de Roydon, by Alice, daughter and heiress of Robert de Ramis, Robert 
and Andrew. * Robert succeeded his father, and died in 136 l,f leaving, by his wife 
Joane, an only daughter and heiress, Alice, who was married to Sir Guy de Bryon, 
son and heir of a celebrated warrior of the same name.]: On his decease, in 1406, 
his wife survived him, and held the estate till her death in 1434, leaving two daugh- 
ters, Philippa, married first to John Devereux, Esq. and afterwards to Sir Henry le 
Scrope, but left no issue. Elizabeth, the second daughter, was married to Sir Robert 
Lovel, whom she survived, and died in 1437, holding the manor of ‘^Borle, alias 
Weston Hall, or Brokchall, and the manor of Foxherde Hall,” as shited in the 
inquisition. Her ojily daughter, Maud, was married to John Fitz-Ahm, lord Mal- 
travers, afterwards earl of Arundel, who died in 1435, and Elizabeth, his wife, in 1436, 
leaving Humphrey, earl of Arundel, who died soon after his mother; and Amicia, 
her only daughter, who inherited the family possessions. She was married to Sir 
James Butler, son of the earl of Ormond, and, in 1458, created earl of Wiltshire. 

On her death, in 1456, her cousin, Humphrey Stafford, son of John, brother of her 
father, became her heir.§ But the earl, her husband, who survivcul her, and was 
beheaded in 1461, ,was found to possess the manor of Foxearth, which being seized by 
the crown, was given to Henry Bourchicr, earl of Essex, who had it in his possession 
at the time of his death, in 1483; his son’s guardians presented to the church iu 1485. || 

But it passed from this appropriation, and again became the property »f the family of 
the Bures; for William de Bures held his first court hcire iu 1486,f mid the same year 

• His wife Katliarinc die<l in 1358. 

t They both lie interred in thft church of Bures St. Mary, in Suffolk. — fi'eevefn Funeral Monuments^ 
p. 757. 

J Sir Guy, the father, was governor of St. Briavel’M cattle, and warddi of the foi«;.st of Dean, in Glou- 
cestershire; his conduct as standard-bearA* to King Edward tlie 7.'hird, at ^hc battle of Calais, in 1349, 
procut cd hiia that inonarcli’s ]>atromfgc;* and an annuity of two hundred narks during his life. He was 
made a knight of the garter, and attended his .sovereign in all hi.s warlike expeditions ; wa.s stimmoned 
to parliament from the twenty-fourth of Edward tin- Third to the thirteenth of Richard the Second, and 
died in 1390. His wife wa.s Elizabeth, daughter of William de Montacute, earl of Salisbury. — l>ugdale\s 
Baronetage, vol. ii. p. 151. 

§ It i.s so stated in the inquisition 35 Ht^r^ the Sixth : also in Dugdule*s Baronetage, vol. i. p. .32*2, 323. 

II Newcourt, vol. ii. p. 275. 

^ It was held by them in consequence of an entail made by Edmund Butler, mentioned under Smeeton 
Hall, in Bulraer.-— of the Pleas for Essex, in Mich. 21 Henry the Eighth, rot. 433. Newcourt, vol. ii. 
p. 276. 
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family inheritance, whose son, Robert de Bures, Esq. of Aketon, in Suffolk, on his death 
in 1528, held the manor of Foxearth, advowson of the church, manor of Brokehall, 
and Weston Mill.* * * § By his wife Anne, daughter of Sir William Waldegrave, of Small- 
bridge?, he had four daughters, co-heiresses. Joane, the eldest daughter, was married 
to Sir William Butts, of Thornage, in Norfolk; Bridget, to Thomas Butts, of Rybo- 
rough; and Anne, to Edmund Butts, of Burrow, in Suffolk. These were three bro- 
thers, sons of the celebrateel Sir William Butts, of Fulham, physician to King Henry 
the Eighth.f Mary, the fourth and youngest daughter, was married to Thomas 
Bacon, Esq. The only recorded issue of these co-heiresses was Anne, only child of 
the third daughter; she wjis married to Nicholas Bacon, of Redgrave, premier baronet 
of England.^ Anne, the mother of this Anne, survived all her sisters, dying in 1609, 
possessed of the moiety of these two manors and estates, and of, the advowson of the 
chiircl), with other considerable estates; but, by inheritance or purchase, the whole of 
Foxearth Hall, and of Westons in this parish, became the property of her daughter 
and her husband. Sir Nicholas Bacon. On his death, in 1624, his eldest son. Sir Ed- 
mund, was his successor; who, dying without issue, in 1649, was succeeded by his 
next brother. Sir Robert; who, in the year 1650, vested the manor of Foxearth, with 
several other estates, in trustees, for the payment of his debts, and of certain legacies. 
In pursuance of which, his son-in-law. Sir William Doiley, sold the manor of Fox- 
earth Hall to Major-General Hezekiah Haynes, of Copford, in whose? family it conti- 
nueel till 1763, when it passed, by will, to the Rev. John Harrison, A.M. rector of 
Faulkboiirne ; on whose decease the estates became disunited, and have been in the 
possession of various families and individuals. 

CurhoiicN The manor of Carboiiels, or Cardinels, in 1166, belonged to a family named De 
Hausted, or Halstead, lords of the town of that name. In 1166, Peter <lc Halstead 
granted that manor, with appurtenances, of which this manor was one, to Abel de St. 
Martin; whose sufccfessor, Robert, in 1311, conveyed it to John de Bousser, founder 
of the noble family of Bourchier; and it was holden under Robert, lord Bourchier, in 
• 1351, by Sir Wjjliam Carbonell, of Buckenham Hall, in Suffolk, from whom it took 
the name it has since borne. .Elizabeth,§ Sir Wiliiam’s daughter, \xa8 married to Sir 
John de Liston, and conveyed the estate to that Vaftiily; from which if passed to 
Richard I^yons, to Veiiour, Say, and Clopton. It also passed into the possession of 

• Arms of Buits : Kriniiics, on a chief indented, sable, two lioncelles, or. 

^ Arms of Butts : Azure, three eatoiles, or; on a chevrou, cS*, three iiiaa^lea, gules. 

X See a more particular account of the Bacon, family in Dugdale’s Baronetage. 

§ The family of ('.arhonell came into this country with the Conqueror : in 1339, a deed was signed by 
John de Carbonell.— 7)’ fMcmairc; an/i A/S, Rich, St, George^ fol. 13. Arms of Carbonell; Gules, a cross 
argent, within a bordure engrailed, or. 
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William, lord Maynard, and then to Sir Benjamin Bathurst, knt; and to Allen, lord 
Bathurst, knt.; and to Henry Dash wood, Esq. 

The church has a nave, with north and south aisles, and a chancel; adjoining the 
north side of which is Kemp’s Chapel, which belongs to the liall. The whole building 
is of stone, and at the west end there is a square tower with five bells. 

The rectory, which originally belonged to Gilbert dc Clare, passed from that noble 
family to the pViory of Stoke; and afterwards to the lord of the manor of Foxearth 
Hall: it afterwards became the property of the Pemberton family. In 1368, Sir Wil- 
liam Waldegrave presented to this living,’*^ but by what right is not known, as it does 
not appear that any of the manors have belonged to that family. 

On the ground, in the chancel, a black marble bears the following inscription: 

UnderntMth this stuno lyeth tlio retnains of William Byutt, clerk^the last male 
of the Byatt family, whose ancestors (hein^ gentlemen) , were many years inhabit- 
ants of Bures St. Mary, in the county of Suffolk. And several of them lie buried 
in that chureh. And under this stone likewise lies buried Elizabeth Byatt, only 
daughter of the said William Byatt, hy his first wife, (an infant t)f three or foer 
months old). And also Uieburd Byatt, only lirother of the said William Byatt, aged 
twenty- five years. Mr. Wiliuuu Byatt was possessed of the advowson of this living; 
and built a good and handsome brick house upon it, all at his own charge, lie was 
thirteen years the much-esteemed rector of this pari.sh, and died in the thirty-eighth 
year of his age, and in tlie year of our Lord 174*3. 

This stone was laid down by Mary, bis dejected widow, and his brother-in-law, 
his two executors, in great regard to his memory.** 

• 

The following short inscription is on a brass plate, on a very coarse stone in the 
chancel: 

“ Joseph Sidney, gent, lyeth hearc buried, who died the eleventh day of ‘June, 
anno IfiO.')." ■ 


Mr. Bright left an annuity of twelve pounds, to be paid out ’of the estate of lirooke 
Hall, for poor prisoners andawidows, and for the use of St. Edmundshury school. 

Dr. Poley Clopton left a large estate in this parish, and extending into Liston, for 
the support of twelve poor persons in the hospital of St. Edniundsbui^. 

A firm, called Huntmans, w^s ^iven by the Rev. Moses Cook, for the augmen- 
tation of the living of St. James, in Colchester, and any other three churches jn that 
town, which the bishop of London should appoint. 

Five shillings a year are given to the poor here, and called wood-money. 

This parish, in 1821, contained four hundred and thirty-si.x, and, in 1831, four hun- 
dred and sixty-six inhabitants. 


CHAP. V. 
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♦ Newcourt, vol. ii. p. 5J75. 
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' BELCHAMP, or BEAUCMAMl*. 

The three parishes named Belchamp. occupy a high land district, and though gene- 
rally of the description of strong wet lands, yet in some parts, particularly in Bel- 
champ Walter, there is a fine white sandy loam of considerable extent, in productive- 
ness nearly equal to any in the county; and the ancient Norman appellation of Belle 
Champ, that is, beautiful fields or meadows, is with strict propriety applicable to some 
of the grass lands of this district. 


BELCHAMP ST. PAULAS. 

The secondary name applied to this parish, is derived from its appropriation to the 
cathedral church of St. Paiirs in London, to which it was given by the Saxon king 
Athelstaii, grandson of Alfrtid the Great.* It extends northward from Belchamp 
Walter and Belchamp Otton, and is computed to be about eight miles in circum- 
ference ; distant from Sudbury five, from Castle Hedingham six, and from London 
fifty-three miles. 

An annual cattle fair is held on the eleventh of December, on Cole Green.f 

It was in possession of the cathedral at the time of the general survey, and was 
rated at five hides, in the reign of Henry the First; the demesnes being five hundred 
acres of arable, fourteen of meadow, and one hundred and twenty of wood. The 
dean and chapter held it of the king, and have retained possession to the present time, 
except during the Commonwealth, when it was sold to Thomas ,Cook, Esq. of Peb- 
marsh, Richard Blackwall, Esq., John St. John, M.D., and John Sparrow, Esep of 
the Inner Temple, London. At the Restoration, the dean and chapter recovered 
their possessions; but during Mr. Cook’s occupation, he had deprived this estate of 
its timber.^ 

I'he Golding family [leld all,, or the greater part of this estate, under the dean and 
chapter. This fanrlly was seated at Halstead, in the reign of Edward the First ;§ and 

I 

* In King Athclstan’s ^raiit of tlii» parish to the cathedral of St. Paul's, it is called Bylcham, which 
rcnd(MH it doubtful 4 vhcther the (triginal iiani^ has not been Sa.\oii. Afterwards, under the Normans, 
similarity of sound might occasion (he adoption of the presedt name. The grant ws^ in 8axon and Latin; 
the latter of which is as foUo^vs : ** Animo libcnti constitiio, i. C. decern mansas adSandonUm, cum Rode, 
ct octo vd Ardcleage cum Luftcnhaclc (in Hertfordshire); et dcccni ad Bylcfiam cum Wichani; et octoad 
Tidwiildituna (Heybridge) ct diiodeciiii iid Runawalla, ct triginta ad Eadnfcsnela; ctdeceiii ad Draitunc ; 
ct octo ad Berne; et deceiii ad Neosdiinc cum Willcsdnne." — Du^(tale*s History of St, PauVs, By mansas, 
is uiidcrstoo<l dwcUiiig-houscs, one of which w'as the capital mansion, or chief manor>hou.se, where the 
lord’s citiirts were held. 

t Average annual produce per acre-wheat 2!J, barley 32 bushels. 

X l<c Neve’s MS. Collections. 

§ Warm and John Golding were of Halstead, and the signature of the latter appeals to a deed of William 
dc St. Martin, dated 130), the thirty-fourth of Edward the First. 
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one of their descendants, Thomas Golding, was of Cavendish, in SuiFolk. Ho mar- chap. V. 
ried Elizabeth, daughter of John Worthie, Esq. of Blainsters, in Halsteail, and luid 
by her John Golding, Esq. of St. Paul’s Belchamp Hall imd Halstead, one of the 
auditors of the exchequer. He held several parcels of land in socciige of the dean and 
chapter, and had also estates in Belchamp Otton, Belchamp St. Ethelbert, and in Hal- 
stead; and also in Hempsted and Bumpsted Helion. He married, first, Elizabeth, 
widow of Reginald Hamond, of Ramsden Belhouse, by whom he had Thomas, Wil- 
liam, Margaret, and Elizabeth. His second wife was Ursula, daughter and co-heiress 
of William Merston, of Horton, in Surrey, and had by her Arthur, Henry, George, 

Edward; and Frances, married to Matthew Bacon, of Shelf hanger, in Norfolk; and 
Dorothy, married to a gentleman of the name of Dockwra. 

Sir Thomas Golding, the eldest son, was one of the commissioners for taking 
account of the chantry lands in Essex; and did not fail to improve the opportunity 
this cominission offered of securing a considerable fortune. In 1501, he was sherift’ 
of Essex and Hertfordshire, and of Essex alone in 1569. He married Elizabeth 
UVisden, a widow, daughter and co-heiress of Thomas Royden, Esq. of Peckham, in 
Kent. George Golding, Esq. of Postlingfonl, in Suftblk, is supposed to have been 
his descendant. William, the other son of Sir Thomas, was of this parish, and mar- 
ried Elizabeth, one of the daughters and co-heiresses of Edmund \W»st, Esq. of Cor- 
nard, in. Suffolk, widow of John Buckenham, Esq. by whom he had Edmund and 
Dorothy. Margaret Golding was married to John de Vere, the sixteenth earl of 
Oxford, and by hin\had Edward, the seventeenth earl; and a daughter named Mary, 
married to Peregrine Bertie, lord Willoughby of Eresby, ancestor of the didvcs of 
Ancaster. After her husband’s decease, this lady Avas married to Charles Tyrcdl, 

Esq., and on lier death, in 1508, Avas buried at EaiTs Colne. 

Wakes Hall, in this parish, formerly belongcjd to Christoplu'r Layer, Es<j. whose 
ancestors had for a considerahh? number of years been in possession of this estate: he 
had the misfortune to be concerned in the state plot of 172*?.*^» Afterwards the 
estate became the property oY the Ruggles family. 

'riie houses Avhich constitute the village, are chiefly on the borders of unenclosed*, 
ground, named Cole Green, Avher« tluere was formerly a chapel, d(Mli<;ated to the 
Holy Trimty, with a *tield of tw\) acres, named Walespolw Brook : it Avas appro- 
priated to the use of a chantry, foumled hy .Tohn Coker, and at the suppression granted 
to Thomas Golding, Esq. 

The church, dedicated to St. Andrew, has a nave, north aisle, and chancel, and a .Cliuith. 

* Anns of Golding: Gules/ a chevron, or, between three liezant.s. Anus of La Fountain : Gules, a 
cinquefoil, argent, in the sinister a hend, or. The.se arms of Sir Krasiuus dc la Fountain, painted in one 
of the windows of Uelchainp St. FauFs Hall, were accompanied by others unknown. 

t He became tlic victim of ’the faction then in power, and was hanged at Tyburn. 
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square tower containing five bolls. The nave is separated from the aisle by plain 
pillars, siip'portiiig Gothic arches: the whole building is in good repair, with a fine 
large window in the chancel, in which there are some remains of stained glass. 

This parish being an exempt, or peculiar, belonging to the dean and chapter of St. 
Paul’s, thiiy are ordinaries of this place, and have the great tithes, and are patrons of 
the vicarage. 

'Fhere is an ancient tomb on the south side of the chancel, with effigies and coats of 
arms on brass, inlaid, and underneath is the following inscription, in ancient charac- 
ters, also on a brass plate : 

“ lyeth the bodie of Elizabeth, one of the daughters and co-hcircsses of Ed- 
ward Uest, lute of Barnard, Esqiiicr, first married to John Buckingham, Esquier, by 
whom she liad Edmonde, yet lp 7 ng, and Dorothy, deceased ; and after married to 
William Golding, Esquier, by whom she had Edward and Eli/abeth, deceased, and 
Margaret and Mary, yet lyvyng. Obiit tiventieth of Mai, 1591.** * 

There is an almshouse on Cole Green for four poor aged persons of this parish. 

This parish, in 1821, contained six hundred and eighty-five, and, in 1831, eight hun- 
dred and eight inhabitants. 


BELCllAMP WALTER. 

Tiiis parish extends south eastward from Belchamp Otton to Buhner, fropi which 
it is separated by a small brook, originating in Gestingthorp, and emptying itself into 
the Stour. Belchamp Walter is distant from Sudbury four, and^from London fifty- 
three miles.* 

In the reign of Edwur<l the Confessor, this parish belonged to Ulwin, and, at the 
general survey, to Alberic do Vere, ancestor of the earls of Oxford. It contains three 
manors. 

The chief manor-house of Belchamp Walter Hall is a large and handsome modern 
building, near the church, pleasantly situated, with a fine prospect over the surround- 
ing country, particularly toward Biilmer, in Essex, and Lavenhain, in Sufiblk. 

The principal front, chiefly composed of foreign bricks, has a south-easterly aspect; 
on the south there is a spacious terrace, skirted wUh lofty trees, and having, at one of 
its extremities, an anciei^ building, the windows of which are oi*namented with painted 
glass; on the opposite end there rises a lofty mount, crowned with an ornamental 
summer-house, and a pleasant lawn extends, from the mansion, in a gently sloping 
direction, to a flowing stream, at the distance of about two hundred yards. Among 
the fine paintings which internally ornament thi^. seat, is a large picture, of three sub- 
jects, by old Teniers. A painting by Rubens, of Christ appearing to Mary in the 


Average annual produce per acre— wheat barley Sfl bushels. 
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garden. A landscape, with an approaching storm; Jacob Ruysdale. Xwo pictures chap. v. 
of architectural ruins; Viviani. Christ in the garden; Ben. Luti. A landscape by 
Booth. Another, finely painted by Wynants; and a third by Waterloo. The Wise 
Men’s Offering, an altar-piece ; Albert Durer. This picture, with a large gun, some 
pistols, and powder-flasks, inlaid with gold and ivory, were presented to the Ray- 
monds, by Sir William Harris, a sea officer, who took them, with other property, in 
the action with the Spanish Armada, in 1588. Two fine paintings, by Cornelius Jan- 
sen, of Sir Hugh Middleton and his lady, of Goldingham Hall, in Bulmer. 

This estate belonged to Aubrey de Vere, in the reign of King Henry the First; and 
Roese, his daughter, had it for her marriage portion, with her first husband, Geofrey de 
Mandeville, earl of Essex; it was also holden by her second husband, Peganus, or 
Payne de Beauchamp, baron of Bedford.* She bore to this second husband a son, 
named Simon de Beauchamp, steward of the household to King Stephen; his son and 
successor, William, acquired military fame by his prowess and conduct, but proving 
unfaithful to his sovereign. King Henry the Third, his castle at Bedford was ordered 
to be demolished.f He died in 1259, or 1260, leaving, by his wife Avicia, his sons 
Simon, William, and John; and his daughters, Maud, Beati;^, and Ella. Simon, the 
eldest son, survived his father three years, leaving an only daughter, who did not 
succeed to this inheritance, it being granted by the lord paramount, Hugh de Vere, 
carl of Oxford, to William, her father’s brother, to be held by the mryica of one 
knight’s fee. On his death, in 1264, ho was succeeded by the third and last brother; 
but, sometime in that year, being among the barons who rose in arms against King 
Henry the Third, he was slain at the battle of Evesham, and his confiscated lands 

given to prince Edward, the king’s eldest son. 

Maud, the eldest daughter of William de Beauchamp, was married* to Roger do 
Mowbray: Beatrix became the wife of Thomas Filz-Otho; and, on his decease, was 
married to William Montchensy, of Edwardstown; and Ell?*, the youngest of these 
sisters, was married to Baldwin Wake, to whom she bore Ida, *ihstrried to John de 
Steyngreve; Elizabeth, the wife of John de Horbiry; and Joan, married to Michael 
Pickot. These co-heiresses and their husbands, or joint heirs, up/m paying their •• 
compositions, in pursuance of the ^^^ictum of Kenelworjth,”:]: had livery of the barony 
of Bedford^ and the great estate Which belonged to them;§ and, in 1278, on the death 
of Avicia, widow of William Beauchamp, of Bedford, a partition was made between 
these co-heiresses. II « 

* There were several ancient families of this surname; of Bedford, Eaton, Elmsley, Warwick, Essex, 
and other places. 

t Mat. Paris, p. 254—322, and Mat. Westininst. ad ani?» 12G0. 

X See the old editions of the Statutes. 

^ Dtigdale’s Baronetage, voh i. p. 221, 

il Anns of Beauchamp : Quarterly or and gules, a bend dexter of the second. 

VOL. I. 4 E . 



578 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK II. 


R.tytiuiiu! 

tainily. 


Roger, tl^ son of Maud, held lands here in 1281, df the earl of Oxford; his sue* * * § 
cessor was his son John: and John de Steyngreve, on his death in 1295, also had pos- 
sessions here: Isabel, his only daughter, was married to Simon de Pateshnll, who, in 
her right, held these lands at the time of his death, in 1296« He left a son named 
John,* and Isabel, his widow, was married to Walter de Tey. 

In 1286, William de Montchensy died, holding this manor and other estates, of the 
inheritance of his wife Beatrix, deceased, formerly wife of Thomas Fitz-Otho. His 
son William was his heir. But this estate descended to Maud, the last surviving 
daughter of Fitz-Otho, by the before-mentioned Beatrix; and this Maud conveyed it 
to her husband. Sir John de Botetourt, of Mendlesham, in Suffolk, to whom she was 
married in 1302. They had four sons, Thomas, John, Otho, and Robert, and a 
daugliter. Sir John died in 1325, holding jointly with his wife this and other estates, 
wliich were entailed on the second son John, who, on his death, in 1339,f left his only 
son. Sir John, his successor. He married Joan, daughter and co-heiress of John 
(lemon, of the family of Stansted MontKtchct, whose only daughter was named after 
her mother; she was a very rich heiress, conveying the large possessions of the Bote- 
tourts and Gernons to Ij/sr husband. Sir Robert Swynborne, of Little Horksley. 
According to her epitaph in this church, she died in 1400, but this is supposed to be 
an erroneous sUitement, as the year 1433 is mentioned in the inquisitions as the time 
of her decease. She bore to Sir Robert five sons, who all died without issue, and two 
daughters, Alice and Margery; the latter married to Nicholas Berners, of Aberdcn 
Hall, in Debden, and Codham Hall, in Wethersfield, whose daughter Catharine was 
wifi* of Sir William Fyiiderue; but this estate was the inheritance of Alice, the eldest 
daughter, married to John Helion, Esq. of Bumsted Helion. John Helion, Esq. was 
tiu'ir son and- heir, who, dying in 1450, left, by his wife Editha, daughter and co- 
heiress of Thomas Rolfe, Esq. of Gosfield, Philippa, married to Sir Thomas Mont- 
goimiry, Esq. of Faulkbourne Hall; and Isabel, the wife of Humphrey Tyrell, Esq. 
of Little Warley,' to whom she bore an only daughter, named Anne, who, by mar- 
riage, conveyed this and other great estates to Sir Roger Wentworth, of Codham Hall, 
• in Wethersfield., It continued for several generations in the possession of this family. 
.Fohn Wentworth, Es(|. of Gosfield, held this manor at the time of his death in 1588, 
and his grandson. Sir .lohn, created a baronet in T611, sold it to John Raymond,:|: 
Es(|. of the family of that name, of Essex and Norfolk, whcFse ancestors were from 
Raymond, a place in Keiit.§ Philip Raymond, of this family, was resident at Hunsdon, 


* Anii.H of Sti'ynKrcvi* : Azure, a cross argent, between five billets. 

t At the lime of his decciise, he held this man^ir by the service of two knights' fees and a half ; of which 
John, earl of Oxford, had at that time the ninth part of this rent. — Inquis. 13 Edward the Third. 

X The demesne lands of this manor amounted to five hundred and ninety-three acres. 

§ Fhilipot's Villare Cantiaiium, p. 375. 
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in Hertfordshire, and» by his wife Agnes, daughter and heiress of William Sterne, of chap. v. 
Essenden, had Roger, whose son John married Judith, daughter of Chadd Cockjiyue, 
of Cockayne Hatley, in Bedfordshire, by whom he had John Raymond, Esq. the pur- 
chaser of this estate: he married Anne, daughter of John Sparrow, Esq. of Gestiug- 
thorpe, by whom he had John, William, Oliver, St. Clere; Frances, Elizabeth, Judith, 

Jane, Sarah, Mary. The two eldest sons died young; Oliver, on the death of his 
father,* succeeded to the estate. He was representative for Essex in the two parlia- 
ments under Cromwell, in 1653 and 1656; and married Frances, daughter of Sir 
William Harris, knt of Margaretting, by whom he had twenty-one children; of 
these, Anne was first married to John Laurence, and afterwards to John Eden, Esq. 
and Frances was married to John Darcy. Oliver Raymond was a silk-mercer in 
London; St. Clere, the eldest son, succeeded his father on his death in 1679, and 
married Anne, daughter of Laurence Wakeham, by whom he had eight children : 

William, the second son, was of the six clerks’ office, and John, the eldest, who suc- 
ceeded to the estate, was educated at Emanuel College, Cambridge, and was after- 
wards of Gray’s Inn. On his death, in 1690, he left, by his wife Anne, daughter of 
Sir Robert Burgoync, of Sutton, in Bedfordshire, an only son, named John, who, by 
will, in 1720, left the entailed and other family estates to his legal heirs; some parts 
of these were purchased by Samuel Ruggles, Es<]. but the Hall remained in possession 
of, or was purchased by, the family, and, with other estates, belongs to Samuel Mill- 
bank Raymond, Esq.f 

The estates belongihg to Samuel Ruggles, Esq. in Bclchamp Walter, were devised 
to his son John, who left these possessions to Joseph Saville, Esq.:|: whose son, of the 
same name, left them to his children, who are minors. 

The manor-house of Mary Hall, sometimes called Merry Hall, is supposed to havt? 
been so named from the patron saint of the church, from which it is not fiir distant. 

This manor, in 1270 to 1276, belonged to John Manduit, and afterwards to Thomas 
Botetourt, who sold it to Thomas de Uftbrd, earl of SufjTolk,, \vhose son William, 
carl of Suffolk, conveyed *it to Adam de Hautboys, and others. It afterwards btv 
longed to Thomas Danmartin, and, in 1412, to William Fannel. John Smith w^s 
possessed of it in 1466, and Rog<;r Martin add John Worral, from whom it passed to 
the Raymond family, and to Samuel Ruggles. 

Easton Hall is a handsome modern building, erected by William Wright, Es<|. on 
the site of the ancient manor-house; it Is about a mile and a half eastward from the 

♦ The denie.siic lands appear not to hJ^ve descended with the seat to the family. — Inquis, 12 Caro. 1. 

t Arms of Raymond ; Sal5lc, a chevron between three eagles displayed, argent : on a chief of the second, 
three martlets of the first. Crest: On a wreath, a*dragon*s head, or, lungued, gules, gorged witli a 
crown gules. 

X He died about 8cvente6n years ago. 
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church, upon an eminence, not far distant from Borley chmxh, to which parish this 
estate was foVmcrIy reckoned to belong. The lands lie in Borley, Felchamp Otton, 
and Belchamp Walter, and are supposed to be what in Domesday-book are entered 
as among the encroachments on the king’s demesnes: before the Conquest, these lands 
))elonged to Grima and Godeva, two freemen, and afterwards to Anchetil. 

William le Gros, earl of Albemarle and lord of the parish of Borley, left two 
daughters, of whom Amicia was the mother of Constance, whose son .was named 
llanulph dc Eston;* and several persons assumed this surname, as is supposed, from 
this place, and resided here as late as the reign of Richard the Sccond4 Nicholas 
<lc Beauchamp appears to have held possessions here, and was succeeded by the Dc 
Veres, in which noble family this estate continued several generations. John, the fifth 
imrl of Oxford, granted it to Maud, wife of William de Beauchamp. It belonged to 
Alberic, the tenth earl, some time before the year 1400; and it was holden by his 
Avidow, Alice, of the earl of March: it afterwards belonged to Richard, the eleventh 
earl, and was holden by Alice, his widow; succeeded by their son John, who held it 
till bis atUiinder, for his adherence to the house of Lancaster, when it was given to 
John Howard, duke of Norfolk; but it was restored, by King Henry the Seventh, 
to John, the thirteenth earl of Oxford, and remained in the family till it was disposed 
of, with other est^ites, by Edward, the seventeenth earl. It afterwards became the 
property of the Pemberton family, descending from the Rev. Jeremiah Pemberton to 
his son, the Rev. Edward, who sold it, in 1811, to William Jones, Esq. who left it to 
its present proprietor. 

Clarke’s farm, Fisher’s farm, and other estates in this parish, belong to S. M. Ray- 
mond, Esq. ^ 

'Fin? church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is in good repair, .and lofty, though not 
large; it is built partly of stone and partly of brick, has a handsome square tower, and 
there remains an arch on the nqrth side of the nave, which was the entrance to a 

• 4> 

chapel culled Botetourt’s chapel. There is an orchestra, with a tine-toned organ. 

This church, belonging originally to Alberic de Vere, was given by him to the 
[)ric»ry of Earl’s Colne, and this house appropriated to itself the great tithes, which, 
going to the crown on the general dissolution,. left. the living (which is a vicarage) 
very small; but it was augmented by William Raymond, Esq. ‘and others, in 1727, 
who gave £100, and a liouse valued at £6 per annum, which insured the further aug- 
mentation of the living by a donation of £200 from Queen Anne’s bounty. 

In the chancel there is a handsome monument of white and grey marble, ornamented 
with* sculptures, erected to the memory of various individuals of the Raymond family. 


* Vinrent on 11. Brooke, p. 4. 

t Old deeds in possession of J. Elliston, Esq. of Gestingthorpe. 
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whose naiDL's are inscribed on a marble table, with their ages, and time of their de- 
cease. This family have a vault under the church. 

There are also the remains of a very ancient monument, of elaborate workmanship, 
said to be erected to the memory of one of the earls of Essex, but the inscription has 
been entirely defaced. 

In 1821, this parish contained six hundred and eight, and, in 1831, six hundred 
and seventy inbabitants. 


BELCHAMP OTTON, or OTTEN. 

This parish, calculated to be six miles in circumference, extends from Belchamp St. 
Paul’s to Belchamp Walter. It is distant from Castle Hedingham five, and from 
London fifty-two miles. Some of the lands are reckoned nearly as high as any in 
Essex.* * * § The name, which is written Othonis, Oten, Otten, and Otes, is believed to 
have been derived from Othon, or Otto, its ancient possessor. There are two 
manors. 

The mansion of Belchamp Otton Hall is near the church. Some time previous to 
the general survey, it was lield under Eustace, carl of Boulogne, by Ledmar, a free- 
man, and at the survey was in the possession of Ulmer. 

In the time of King Henry the Second, one of the ancient family of Otto, or Othon, 
hold this estate, which descended to his son William, whose son, Otho Fltz- William, 
was sheriff of Essex and Hertfordshire for nine years successively. His wife and his 
son, William, in 1200, paid scutage for two knights’ fees; and Otho, the son of Wil- 
liam, or Fitz- William, held one carucate and half a knight’s fee of the king, as of his 
honour of Boulogne, whose son, ofthe same name, held one knight’s fee here, besides 
what he had in Gestingthorp and Gosfield. He was succeeded by Tho^pas, his bro- 
ther’s son, who was engraver for the king’s mint, and died in I274'.f By his wife 
Beatrix, second daughter and co-heiress of William do Beauchamp, he had a son, who 
died in 1282, without issue, and three daughters, Johanna, Maud and Beatrix. The 
eldest and youngest died unniarried, and Maud was married to Sir John do Bote- 
tourt, of Metidlesham, in Suffolk, in 1302. The family of Botetourt came from Nor- 
mandy with the Conqueror, and wern lords of Witley Castle, in Worcestershire.^: 

Sir John fie Botetourt had summonses to parliament froiq *1307 to 1323,§ and 
for his military achievements was rewarded and honoured by Edward the First. • He 

* Average annual produce : wheat 24, barley 34 bushels. 

t Anus of Fitz-Otho : Azure, three bends, or, a canton dexter, argent, and sometimes ermine. , 

t Camden's Britannia in Suffolk, and d’Kudc/haire Histoire du Roy Willaume, p. 665. In the roil of 
Battle Abbey he is ciilled Bnttrecourt. The name is very variously written, as may be seen in Sir William 
Dugdale’s Summonses to Parliament. 

§ Diigdale*s Sum. to Pari. • 


CHAP. V. 
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was made governor of Briavels Castle, in Gloucestershire, and warden of the forest of 
Deane, in 1291, and attended that monarch in his wars and expeditions into France 
and Scotland; as he did also Edward the Second; and he was also admiral of their 
fleets.*’ He held, jointly with his wife Maud, this manor, and also the manors of Bel- 
champ St. Etlielbert and Walter, and of Ovington, Gestingthorp, and Gosfield. He 
died in 1324, having had by his wife Maud, Fitz-Otho, Thomas, John, Otho, Ro- 
bert, and Elizabeth, married to William Latimer. Thomas, the eldest son, married 
Joan, one of the sisters and co-heiresses of John de Somery, baron of Dudley, who 
brought with her a large inheritance; but he died before his father: and Sir John, the 
second son, inherited the Essex estates, particularly this of Beauchamp Otton, with 
appcrtenances; two parts of which he devised to Adam St. Philebert, for his life, who 
outlived him several years, the latter dying in 1352, Sir John having died in 1339; and 
Margaret, his wife, died in 1376, having had this manor in dower.f Her son, John 
Botetourt, who died before her, had married Joan, daughter and co-heiress of John 
Gernon, of the noble family of the barons of Stansted Montfitchet, by whom he left 
an only daughter, J Joan, a very rich heiress; who was married to Sir Robert Swyn- 
borne, of Little Horksley. He died in 1391, and his wife in 1433, holding this 
manor, and other very considerable estates. They had five sons, who died unmarried, 
and two daughters, who consequently beeama co-heiresses to their extensive posses- 
sions ; of which this manor was conveyed by Alice, the eldest daughter, to her hus- 
band, John Helion, Esq. of Bumpsted Helion; whose son, John, died in possession of 
it in 1450. By his wife, Editha Rolfc, ho had two daughters, co-heiresses. Of these, 
Philippa, the eldest, left no issue; but Isabel, married to Humphrey Tyrell, Esq. had 
an only child. Anno, who, by marriage, conveyed'^this, with other extensive posses- 
sions, to Sir, Roger Wentworth; in whose fiimily it remained till it was sold, in 1623, 
by Sir John Wentworth, the last male of the family, to Thomas Smith, of Sudbury, 
who died in 1631, holding this manor of the honour of Clare, leaving Thomas, his son 
and heir; who sohl the estate to Sir David de Ligne; and he conveyed it to his rno- 
ther-in-law, Elizabeth de la Fouutaine, for life; then to' Erasmus de la Fountaine, and 
to John, his son and heir; remainder to Sir David de Ligne, whose son and heir, 
Erasmus, left it to his son, John de* Ligne; who, in 1693, mortgaged it to Thomas 
Green and John Lyniv 

• Walsinghaiu and Dugdale's Uaronetage, vol. ii. pf-46. 

t 'ITicir daughter Katharine, who at length was their co-heiress, was married to Sir Thomas Berkley. 
t-See Collins* % Peerage^ ed. 1756, vol. v. p. 188, in Lord Berkley of Stratton. 

% Arms of Botetourt: Argent, a saltier engrailed, sable. The nattie'lof Botetourt was retained in the 
noble family of Berkley, from Sir Thomas Berkley, who married Katharine, daughter and co-heiress of 
John, lord Botetourt, in the reign of King Edward the Third; and Charles, lord Berkley, was created 
Lord Botetourt in 1663. • 
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It afterwards became the property of the Smith family, till 1686, when it was pur- chap. v. 
chased by John Poulter, attorney, of Clare; who, in 1720, conveyed it, with other 
estates, to Isaac Helbutt; from whom it passed to Mr. Moses Hart, and Wulf 
Ridolphus, Esq.; and successively to Mr. Napthali Hach and Mr. LevL It now 
belongs to Mr. William Halls, who inherits it from his brother. 

The manor of Vaux, or Le Vaux, seems to have derived its name from Robert de 
Vais, Valibus, olr Vaux, who held this estate under Roger de Bigot, at the time of the 
general survey. In 1262, the heirs of Abel de St Martin held it as one knight’s fee; 
and, in 1358, John de Vere, the seventh earl of Oxford, died possessed of it, it being 
holder! of Sir John Bourchier. Continuing in possession of the noble family of De 
Vere, it was purchased of Edward, the seventeenth earl, by William Carew, Esq. 

William Champion, and William Webb; from whom it passed to John Dister, clo- 
thier, of Glemsford, in Suffolk;"^ of whose family it was afterwards purchased, in 
1715, by Mary, the wife of Dr. Bourchier, whose youngest daughter, Anne, by mar- 
riage, conveyed this estate to Mr. Alexander Cleeve, of London. It afterwards became 
the property of Mr. Evans, of Cheping Ongar.f 

Gageors is an estate, sometimes called a manor, lying partly in this parish, and 
partly in St Paul’s Ovington, and Tilbury. Mr. Thomas Smyth was the proprietor 
of this estate in 1567 ; from whom it was conveyed to Mr. James Ray, who left it to 
his son, of the same name; from whom it was purchased by Captain Moss, the pre- 
sent possessor. 

Swinehoe is the name t>f an ancient manor which used to keep a court baron; the 
estate is not at present known, except it be a farm called Swaines, belonging to 
Mr. Halls. 

White House formerly was held as two estates, one of which was named Leebelie; 
it was sold, by Mr. George Ray, to Mr. Pung, its present possessor. 

Old House is a very ancient mansion, on a large farm belonging to Mr. Thompson, 
of George Street, Hanover Square. 

Bevington House, by Bevlngton Common, belongs to Mr. Parmentier. 

The church, dedicated to All Saints, is small and of comfortable appearance, having ^Churc h, 
undergone a thorough repair since^the year 1800; }ind a handsome'*new tower has 
been erectoA covered with terrace mortar of the best kind. ’This tower is on the 
ruins of a much older phurch than the present; and the entrance near it into the 
church is under a Norman arch, supported by small pillars, with ornamented capitals, 
of Saxon, or in imitation of Saxon workmanship. The advowson of this living was 
purchased, in 1821, by the Rev. J. jCqx, the present incumbent. 

* Arms of Dister : Gules, a chevron, or, between three’eaglcs with two heads displayed, argent. Crest : 
on.a wreath and helmet, a paschal lamb passant. 

t By a survey of this estate,* it was found to contain 295 acres, 1 rood, and 24 poles. 
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An ancient guild, or fraternity, for acts of devotion and charity, used to celebrate 
their annual festival here, on the first of November. 

In 1485, the second year of Richard the Third, Mr. John Lockyer, or Locar, be- 
queathed, for the relief of the poor of Otton Belchamp, seven kyne, and quarters of 
barley ten in number.” 

In 1555, Mr. John Cook gave to the poor here, the sum of seven shillings annually, 
arising out of a messuage, and two acres and a half of land, called Fynches, in Little 
Yeldham. 

In 1664, Mr. Thomas Chaplyn gave five quarters of barley to the poor. 

In 1678, Mary Browne, an heiress of a tenement in Bergholt, bargained with the 
inhabitants of Otton Belchamp, that if she were maintained during her life by the in- 
habitants, she would give them her estcite. 

Eight acres of land have been left for the repairs of the church. 

In 1821, this parish contained three hundred and fifty-two, and, in 1831, three hun- 
dred and ninety-seven inhabitants. 

TILBURV, NEAR CLARE. 

The two parishes of Tilbury East and Tilbury West are on the borders of the 
Thames, in Barstable hundred; and this third Tilbury is at the opposite extre- 
mity of the county, not far from Clare, in Suffolk. It is a small parish, about five 
miles in circumference, and watered by a running stream, which has its source in 
Ridgwell. ' 

The soil is rather heavy, and not a fourth part of it convertible into good turnip 
land. It is distant from Clare three, from Castle Hedingham four, and from London 
fifty-two miles. 

Two freemen held this parish in the time of Edward the Confessor; and, at the 
survey, it had become the property of Tedric Pointcl, sometimes named Tiliberia, 
and of Tihel, a B^'Uon. 

Besides the capital manor of Tilbury Hall, there were* formerly three others, which 
were subordinate; but the mansion-houses belonging, to them have been destroyed, 
and even the p'laces where they stood cannot bjj easily ascertained. These manors 
were, Skeys or Skeaths, and Brays, and Northtofte. . On the road to Ashen, there 
are some fields which have retained the name of Nortofts; in one of which, courts 
were formerly held, under some clumps of tyees; and it appears from the court-rolls, 
that Skeys extended to the parish of Belchamp St. Paufs. The derivation of its 
name is unknown: but recorded possessors, of the/ainilies of De Bray and Northtofts, 
have undoubtedly given their names to^the other two manors.* 

* In 1376, Hugh dc Dray held lands here of the king, as of his honour of Boulogne; also lands hercsof 
the Earl of Oxford; and in Stambourne, of the Earl of Hereford ; and in Beauchamp St. Paul's, of the dean 
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In the court roUs, Tilbury Hall is sometimes written “ Tilbury cum Nortofts;” at 
other times Nortofts is called the manor of Tilbury; they have, however, been united, 
and the hall manor is the only one at present recognised as such. It was in the pos- 
session of Solomon the priest, in the reign of King Henry the First, and formed part 
of the barony or lordship of Bumpsted Hclion, which consisted of ten knights’ fees, 
held under the lord by the service of one fee.* The empress Maud, when she created 
Alberic de Vere earl of Oxford, gave him and his heirs all those lands which belonged 
to Solomon, the priest of Tilbury,” and the service of William de Helion, being 
ten knights’ fees; and from this period the parish became part of the earldom of Oxford. 
Though it remained for ages in the possession of that noble family, yet some 
change appears to have taken place in the tenure; for it is on record, that Richard, 
the eleventh earl, held it of the heirs of the earl of March; Alice, his countess, held 
it of John Saundrys; John, the twelfth earl, held it of the dean and chapter of St. 
Paul’s, in right of their church of St. Paul’s, as of their manor of Belchamp adjoining. 
John, the thirteenth earl, is stated to have held the manors of Skeys, Brayes, North- 
tofts, and Tilbury, of Sir William Waldegravc, and so also did his successor. In 
1583, the seventeenth earl sold all these manors together to Israel Amys, who made 
Tilbury Hall the place of his residence. f 

In 1538} this estate was sold to John de VerC} Esq. to hold in trust for his brother, 
the renowned Sir Francis de Vere, to whom it was conveyed in 1604: Geofrey de 
Vere, the third son of John, the fifteenth earl of Oxford, by the lady Elizabeth, his 
wife, daughter of Sir Richard Hardekyn, of Colchester, had John, Sir Francis, Ro- 
bert, Horace; and * Elizabeth, married to Sir Robert Harcourt. Sir Francis, by his 
lady, Elizabeth Dent, had three sous and two daughters, who all died before him; on 
which account he was, on his decease in 1608, succeeded by his brother, John de Vere, 
who had, besides this estate, the manor of Ovington, Kirby Hall, in Castle Iledirig- 
liam, and Little Bromley. He died in 1624, and his youngest brother, Horace de 
Vere, baron of Tilbury, succeeded to his estates. This celebrated nohleinan died 
suddenly in 1635, having married Mary, daughter of Sir John Tracey, knt. of Tod- 


and chapter of St. Paurs.— dO/A Edw, the Third, • John de Bray, of Tilbiir^s was living in 1283. 
Another of the same •name jgigned a deed in I42d, fifth of Henry the Sixth. Thomas Bray held, at Tilbnry, 
the third paft of a knight’s fee, and t!ie*earl of Oxford had the remainder in demesne, called at that time 
Bretons. — Feod, Honorit de Hedingh, ad Castr, 

* Litr. Scut. fol. H. Dugdalc’s Baronetage, vpl. i. p. 190. 

+ His grandfather, John Amys, of the county of Somerset, had a son named Uoger, who, by his wife Eli- 
zabeth, daughter of George Lawson, of Yorkshire, was father of Israel, Joseph, John, and Anne. Israel* 
married first Muriel, daughtip* of Vaux vin 'Murls, of Holland, and had by her Thomas, Elizabeth, *and 
Mary. His second wife, Thomasina Cary, of Imndon, ^as, after his decease, married to John Vere, Esq. 
of Kirby Hall. Arms of Amys: Argent, two bars gules; on the upper, two mullets, on the lower, one 
mullet of the first. Crest ; ^ hind trippant, argent, collared gules. 
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dington, in Gloucestershire, (relict of William Hobby, Esq. son of Sir William 
Hobby, privy counsellor to King Henry the Eighth,) he left by her five daughters, 
his co-heiresses; Elizabeth, married to John lord Haughton, son and heir to John 
Holies, second earl of Clare, and grandfather to the duke of Newcastle. Mary, the 
second daughter, married first to Sir Roger Townshend, bart. of Raynham, in Nor- 
folk, and afterwards to Mildmay Fane, earl of Westmoreland. Catharine was mar- 
ried to Sir Oliver St. John, of Lidyard Tregoze, in Wiltshire, knt. and bart. ; and 
afterwards to John, lord Paulet, of Hinton St. George, grandfather of John, created 
earl Paulet in 1711. Anne, the fourth daughter, was married to Thomas, lord Fair- 
fax, general of the parliament forces* in the time of Charles the First, and during the 
interregnum, who had by her Mary, wife of the witty and wicked duke of Bucking- 
ham. Dorothy, the fifth daughter, was married to John Wolstenholm, Esq. son and 
heir of Sir John Wolstenholm, bart. in Yorkshire. On partition of the estates, Sir 
Roger Townshend had Tilbury Hall, in right of his' wife; and, after his decease in 
1636, it descended to his son, Sir Horace Townshend, in 1651 created baron Towns- 
hend, of King’s Lynn, in Norfolk, who sold it, in 1660, to Sir Andrew Racket, of 
Moxhall, in Warwickshire, one of the anasters in chancery, and son of Dr. John 
Racket, bishop of Lichfield and Coventry; who sold it, in 1690, to Robert Wank- 
ford. Esq. of whose son of the same name it was purchased, by Sir Josiah Child, of 
Wanstead, from whom it passc<l to his grandson John, earl Tilney.f 

Formerly there was a large park here, which was purchased by Thomas Gent, Esq. 
of the earl of Oxford, in 1582; and was afterwards sold by Jiim to Mr. W. Forset; 
it has since been converted into farms, of which one is named the Lodge, and another 
the Park-house farm. 

Highfield Hall, formerly a small farm belonging to Mr. Simon Quy, was left by 
him to his son', Mr. John Quy, who having added another farm to it, built a good 
house upon it in 1827, called Higlifield Hall; and dying in 1828, left the property to 
his nephew, Mr. King Viall. 

* It is related of this lady, that on the trial of King Charles the First, her husband, the lord Fairfax, 
^(/eing called first as one of the king's judges, and no answer returned, the crier called a second time, 
when a voice was hedrd to say, ** He had more ^it than to be^there,** which caused some disorder in the 
court ; and on an inquiry being inadcto know who it was*, without meeting ar answer, all became quiet 
again, after a slight murmur f«f disapprobation. But, immediately afterwards, when the impeachment 
was read; and the President Bradshaw, in a speech, used the expression, *‘'A11 the people of England," 
the same voice, in a louder tone, answered, “No, not ^e hundredth part of them;" on •which one of 
the. officers bid the soldiers give fire into that box whence those presumptuous words were uttered. But 
the offender was soon found to be the general's wife, and she was immediately persuaded or compelled to 
leave the place . — Trial of King Charles, printed in l(i48, 4to, hnd Lord Claretsdon's History, ed, 17S2, vol. v. 
p. 254. « 

t From him it descended to Sir James T. Long, bart. (as will be seen in detail, when we come to treat 
of the pari.sh of Wanstead.) From Sir James's heiress, Miss Long, it wasitonveyed in marriage to the 
Hon. W. P. T. L. Wellesley. 
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The church and chancel are of stone, with an embattled brick tower, in which there 
are two bells, with a frame for a third, which ia traditionally said to have been removed 
to Castle Hedingham. Over the entrance into this spire there used to be a flat stone, 
with the following inscription: — 

** Elizabeth, countess of Oxenford, the ycrc of our lord 1510, built this steeple.*' 

The mulleC, which forms a part of the armorial bearings of the Verc family, is 
represented in the masonry of the outer wall. 

Part of a meadow in Ashen parish, which several persons possess in common, be- 
longs to the clerk of Tilbury church, and is said to have been left by a lady who was 
buried in the body of the church, where some bricks are seen so arranged as to mark 
the site of the grave: on digging in this place, about tluree feet below the bricks, a 
grave was found, with a skull, ^parently that of a female, several teeth, quite sound, 
and many bones, confirming the tradition. 

Sir Francis de Vere, the renowned English general, was born in 1554 , and, at the 
jige of thirty-one, embarked with the troops sent by Queen Elizabeth, under the earl 
of Leicester, to assist the states of Holland, in which service his courage soon became 
conspicuous, and his gallant behaviour in the defence of Bergen op Zoom, when 
besieged by the prince of Parma in 1588 , established his reputation. After the siege 
was raised, he was knighted by lord Willoughby, who had succeeded Leicester in the 
command of the forces. He continued in the service of the states till 1 595 , having 
particularly distingqished himself in the defence of Sluys, Bergh, the isle of Bominel, 
and at Ostend; also at the battle of Newport, and in a signal defeat given to the duke 
of Parma. Oii his return he was elected M.P. for the borough of Leominster. The 
famous expedition against Cadiz being resolved upon. Sir Francis was appointed to a 
principal command under the earl of Essex, and took the city in 1596 . In 1597 he was in 
Holland, at the battle of Turnhout, of which he has given a j>articular. description in 
his Commentaries. In the same year he embarked, with the earl of Essex, in the 
expedition to the Azores, afi<l, at his return, was appointed governor of the Briel, in 
Holland, with the command of the English troops in the service of the states. In, 
1600 , he was one of the three generals, at the battle of Nieuport, and the victory was 
universally. attributed fo his conduct and resolution. But tlip last and most glorious 
achievement of his life was his gallant defence of Ostend, with about sixteen hundred 
men, against an army of twelve thousaivd, from July 1601 , till March 1602 , when he 
resigned the government and returned to Holland. He died in 1608 , in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age,* and was buried in the chapel of St. John the Evangelist, 'in 

* Tlic following epigram was written on his death 

“ Wlien Vere sought Death, arm'd with his sword But when his weapons he had laid aside, 

and shield, * Death, like a coward, struck him, and he died." 

Death was afraid to meet him in the field ; Camden* s Hemains, 
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BOOK II. Westminster Abbey, under a splendid monument. He wrote “ the Commentaries of 
Sir Francis* Vere, being divers pieces of service, wherein he had command, written 
by himself in way of Commentary; published by William Dillingham, D.D. Cam- 
bridge, 1657, folio.” 

Horace Horace de Vere, from his youth, pursued a military life, and accompanied his bro- 
n/bilry.*^ ther, Sir Francis, in all his most signal exploits, being in courage equal, and in hazards 
undivided.''^ He gained great reputation by his conduct and prowess in the wars of 
the Low Country, particularly at the battle of Nieuport, the siege of Ostend, the taking 
of Sluys, with other exploits under prince Maurice; and afterwards in the Palatinate. 
On his return to England in 1623, King James the First received him so graciously 
and thankfully, that, forgetting himself, he stood uncovered: and, in 1625, King 
Charles the First created him baron of Tilbury. He was governor of the Briel, 
general of the English forces in the service of the sta^s, and master of the ordnance. 
He died suddenly in 1635, and was buried in the same vaiJt with his brother. Sir 
Francis, in Westminster Abbey. 

Ill 1821, this parish contained two hundred and thirteen, and, in 1831, two hundred 
and thirty-six inhabitants. 


OVINGTON. 

Ovington. The small parish of Ovington,f extending northward to the Stour, is joined to the 
parishes of Tilbury, Ashen, and Belchamp St. Paul: the soil is on a clay bottom, and 
generally heavy.j: It is two miles distant from Clare, in Suffolk, six from the Ile- 
dinghams, and fifty-five from London. 

A freeman held this parish in the time of Edward the Confessor, and it was one of 
the six lordships given to Roger Bigot in this county. Ilis successors, of the sur- 
names of Bigot, Brotherton, and Mowbray, earls and dukes of Norfolk, held it by the 
service of one knight’s fee ; and jt was annexed to the office of earl marshal, belonging 
to those noblemeu.. Roger Bigot, earl of Norfolk, died in 1307, and William de 
Pinso, under him, held half a knight’s fee in Ovington; ^and, about the same time, a 
family surnamed De Creke§ had possession of this manor, which, in the reign of 
E<lward the Second, was, with the ddvowson qf the rectory, and the manors of 
Gestingthorp, Bclchanf^^Otton and Walter, and St. •Ethelbert, Vested in Hugh Pier- 
pont, w*ho settled them, by fine, upon John de Botetourt; in J324, succeeded by his 

* His exploits are recorded in the Coinincntaries of hiS brother, Sir Francis, where an engraved portrait 
. of him is given, from which he appears to have been very corpulent. 

'h Tht? name in records is Ovinton, Oviton, and Ovyton. ^ 

J Average annual produce per acre — wheat 24, barley 36 busneis. 

§ .Joan, wife of Jolm dc Creke, sued James de Creke for the third part of the parish of Ovington, 
which was her portion.--/*/flci7. 13 Ed. /. And, in 1802, a knight's fee was held here by James de Creke, 
and half a knight's fee by William Purhow, of the heirs of Thomas de Brotfterton, earl marshal.— 

36 Edward the Third, 
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heir of the same name; and from him it descended to Sir Robert Swynbome, whose 
successors were the Helions and Wentworths, and to Anne, lady MaltraVers, who 
died in 1580. 

The celebrated Sir Francis de Vere was the next possessor of this estate, who out- 
living all his children, was succeeded in this possession by his brother, John de Vere, 
Esq. of Kirby Hall; whose brother Horace, lord Tilbury, appears to have enjoyed 
the estate till his decease, in 1635, when it was sold by his heirs, to his steward, 
Timothy Felton, Esq. of an ancient family of the parish of Felton Bridge, in North- 
umberland, distinguished by its stately castle.* Robert de Felton, a celebrated war- 
rior, attended King Edward the First in his expedition into Scotland, in 1306, and 
on other occasions. He was governor of Scarborough Castle, and sat in parliament 
in the sixth and seventh of Edward the Second.f John, the son of Robert, was sum- 
moned to parliament in 1342: he was governor of Alnwick Castle, and as well as his 
father, acquired the character of a warrior, as did also many of his descendants, whose 
names frequently occur among the high sheriffs of Northumberland, j; 

Timothy Felton, of this family, the purchaser of Ovington manor, was the only son 
and heir of John Felton, Esq. by his wife Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Roger 
Rawe. Having been for some time among the retainers of Horace, lord Tilbury, he 
made him his steward. He married Susanna, diiughter and heiress of Robert Wat- 
son, of Boston, in Lincolnshire, who, dying in 1665, he survived her eighteen years, 
dying in 1693. They both lie in the chancel of this church. They had two sons, 
Timothy and John,§ and five daughters. 

Timothy Felton, of Ovington, was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
Lincoln’s Inn, London, and Wiis high sheriff of Essex in 1693; and in the commission 
of the peace in the beginning of the reign of James the Second, which, office he re- 
tained till his death in 1694: he married, first, Hannah, daughter and co-heiress of 
Rowland Hunt; Esq., by whom he had Timothy and John, and four daughters; and 
his second wife was Dorothy, daughter of John Maidstone, of Toiul House. Thomas 
was his only surviving son, wfio, previous to his decease in 1712, sold this estate, with 

the advowson of the church, to John Poulter, attorney-at-la^v^ of Clare, in Suffolk; 

« * 

« 

* Camden’s Pritannia. 

t He had the manor of Luchin, in Norfolk. 

• .1 
X Of thiij family was Thomas Felton, who married the only daughter and heiress of Hugh Cummins, by 

whom he had Robert, John, and Edmund. Sir Rodert, the eldest son, was seated at Felton, in Suffolk ; 

and by a daughter of Sir John Danby, had Henry Felton, Esq. who married the daughter of Sir Anthony 

Wingfield.— Lord Clarendon's History , 8vo. 1X32^ vol. i. p. 27. • 

§ He was of Trinity College, (Cambridge, and of Lincoln’s Inn, London ; by Mary David, a native of 

Bloii, in France, he had Henry and John. The latter was* fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge; Henry 

was of Queen’s College, Oxford, principal of Edmund Hall, and author of a Dissertation on the Classics, 

and other works. He married %U8an Westley, and had by her Elizabeth, John, and WiUiam. 
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BOOK II. who sold it, in 1717, to Christopher Anstey, jun. Esq. (afterwards a clerg.yman and 
D.D.) of* Trumpington, in Cambridgeshire, who died in 1752, leaving this, with 
his other estates, to his only son, Christopher Anstey, Esq. the author of that popular 
satire the ‘‘New Bath Guide.” The poet disposed of tins estate to Mr. John Briant, 
the tenant in 1792. ^ He dying in 1796, was succeeded by his only son, John Briant; 
and at his decease, unmarried, in 1800, the estate came to his sister Frances, wife of 
Thomas Fuller English, Esq. of Booking. Mrs. English dying in 1829, it devolved 
upon her eldest son, John Fuller English, Esq. the present possessor.* 

The only other estate in this parish is called the Hole Farm, and with Tilbury 
Hall, and the Lodge Farms, which it adjoins, formerly belonged to Sir Josiah Child, 
and then passed to his grandson John, earl Tilney; afterwards to Miss Long, and to 
the Hon. W. P. T. L. Wellesley, M.P. 

The advowson of this rectory, with that of Tilbury, were formerly appendant to 
the Hall estate, but were sold from it, in 1806, and are the property of John Fisher, 
E8<|. of Yarmouth, Norfolk. The parishes being small, have been held by one and 
the same rector for about one hundred and fifty years, which, added to the considera- 
tion of the incumbent undertaking to build a parsonage-house for the two parishes, 
occasioned their being consolidate<l in 1812, when a good fiimily house was built. 

Mr. Morant says, “ Beauchamp St. Ethclbert is now a part of this j)arish, but was 
anciently distinct, and so named from the chapel Wonging thereto being dedicated to 
St. Etlielbcrt; Albright, Alberic, or Albcrt.”f Ever since 1473 they Have been 
united; and it appears from the parliamentary survey taken in .1650, that the chapel 
had been then long since down. The words under the head of Ottou Relchairip are, 
“ Within the said parish there was a chapel called Albrites, which being long since 
downe, the minister of Oventoii receives the tythes and proffitts belonging to the 
same,” &c.:|; The lands of this (juondam chapelry have paid all tythes to Ovington, 
ever since 1473, hut tl^ey pay parish rates to Otton Belchamp.§ 

A family took their .surnaine from this place, of whom Hiigli Ae Oviton was w'itness to a charter of 
the Earl of Clare. — Monast. Anglic, vol. i. p. 1008. 

t In an old dcc^l, of tlic cXitc of 1711, the cjiapel is said to have formerly stood in a field called, at tliat 
time, Church Field. 

X Extract from the PartUimcntary Surveys preserved in the Arehiepiscopal Library at Lambeth, vol. viii. 
fol. :i:i4. 

§ In a Note-book, written by Mr, Poole, a former incumbent of Belchainp Otton, it appears. that in the 
time of Richard tlie First, an encroachment had been made, which obliged the archbishop of Canterbury 
of tiiat time to issue an inhibition, forbidding the rector of Belchamp Otton to intermeddle with the tithes 
of St. Ethelbert’s. The demesne lands of Bcaucliamp Etjielbert were in the possession of a freeman 
named Kdiiod.iu the time of Edward the Confes-sor, and were held under Eustace, carl of Boulogne, at 
the general survey, by a thane named Bernard. In the time of King Heni 7 the Second, or King John, the 
estate belonged to a Sulfolk family, named Uanmartin, or Dammartin. Thomas de Danmartiu held it in 
1227 ; but in 1273, Philip Danmartin seems to have di.sposcd of the greater pkrt of this inheritance, hold- 
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The church is small but neati and standing on high ground, surrounded by trees, 
it forms a very pleasing object from the road leading from Clare to the He'dinghams. 
It contains but one mural monument, a handsome marble tablet, on the north wall 
of the chancel, bearing the following inscription: 

Sacred to the memory of John James Wilkinson Fisher, a student of the East 
India College, Haileyhury, and eldest son of Captain William Fisher, of the Royal 
Navy, and of Eliza [formerly Uivett-Carnac] , his wife. He died the Cth of April, 

1829, aged 17 years, and his remains are interred in a vault near Ibis tablet.** 

In the church-yard, a handsome stone monument, enclosed by iron palisades, con- 
tains, on the south side, the two following inscriptions, side by side. 

“ In memory of Mrs. Catharine Downing, wife of the Rev. George Downing, rec- 
tor of this parish; the best of wives, the best of mothers, and the best of Christians, 
who departed this life, Dec. 18, 1802, aged 70.** 

“ In memory of the Rev. George Downing, A.M. 48 years rertor of this parish, 
and the adjoining parish of Tilbury, and 30 years a prebendary of the cathedral 
church of Ely, who departed this life, 24th July, 1809, aged 81 years. 

“ His truly Christian deportment proved his mectness for tlie eternal inheritance 
purchased for all believers by tliat Divine Saviour who was the supreme object of 
his love and adoration.** 

On the north aide of the above monument, are the two following inscriptions : 

** In memory of Bryant Broughton, Esq. who departed this life in peace, Aug. 4, 

1770, aged 61 years. 

Thou best of men, this mark of love receive, 

*Tis all a wife, a loviug wife, can give.’* 

** In memory of Mrs. Eliza Maria Broughton, his wife, who departed this life in 
peace, 9th February, 1787, aged 6(5 years. 

“ Oh, could but language in apt terms convey I In artless truth it evci 7 grace should paint 
All my heart feels, and all my tongue would say, | That marks the wife, the sister, and the saint.” 

Within the church there is an inscription to the memory of Hannah, the wife of 
Timothy Felton, Esq. and daughter and co-heiress of Rowland Hunt, Esq. who died 
in 1683; and several others to the memory of individuals of the Felton family. 

In 1821, this parish contained one hundred and forty-nine, dhd, in ]f831, one hun- 
dred and seventy-nine inhabitants. ^ 

ASHEN. 

The parish of Ashen, extending from Ovington to the Stour, is computed to be 
twelve miles in circumference; distant from Clare two, and from London fifty-four 

ing on his decease, in that year, only the home-stall and half an acre of land. His son, John, died in 
1304, possessed of one messuage and eight acres of land. This estate was included in the possessions 
settled, by Hugh Pierpont, upomJohn dc Botetourt and Maud, his wife, In 1324. 
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BO( K II. miles. These and the neighbouring lands are wet and heavy) with some variations) 
and genei*ally well wooded.* The village is at a considerable distance from the great 
public roadS) and occupying high groundS) enjoys vef y extensive and agreeable prospects. 
The name Jis of uncertain origin) and written variously in records) Aish, Ash) Ashton, 
Asheton, Eschc, Eske, and Esse, and this last is found as early as the year 1090 ;f in 
Domesday*book it is named Clare, and probably at that time belonged to the parish 
so named) on the other side of the river. Ashen has only one manor. 

Claret Claret Hall has also been formerly named the hamlet of Claret Hall; it is rather 
more than a mile from the church, and near the town of Clare. It belonged to a 
freeman named Ledmar, in the time of Edward the Confessor, and at the Con- 
queror's survey, formed part of the possessions of Eustace, earl of Boulogne. In the 
time of King John, Ralph de Cornhill held it; by whose daughter it was conveyed, 
in marriiige, to Hamon de Chevequer, or Crevecour,t lord of Chatham and Leeds, 
in Kent; and also of Moretou and Elsenham, in this county.. * 

The family of Vaux, or Vails, were its next possessors; and, in 1262, this “little 
manor,” as it is called in the record, was sold by Robert de Valle, to Richard de 
Clare, earl of Gloucester, whose grandson, Gilbert, earl of Clare, Hertford, and 
Gloucester, in 1295, died possessed of this “manor and hamlet of Claret.” His suc- 
cessor was his son, Gilbert, on whose decease, in 1314, he left his three sisters his 
co-heiresses. These were Eleanor, married to Hugh, lord Spencer; 'Elizabeth, first 
married to John de Burgh, earl of Ulster; secondly, to Theobald, lord Verdon; 
and, lastly, to Sir Roger Damory. The third sister was Margaret, first married to 
Piers Gaveston, earl of Cornwall, and afterwards to Hugh, lord Audely. In 1360, 
Elizabeth, the second of these co-heiresses, died possessed of the manor of Ashen, 
whicU her only daughter, Elizabeth, conveyed to her husband, Lionel, third son of 
King Richard the Third, earl of Ulster in her right, and created duke of Clarence. 
She died before him, yet, by the courtesy of England, he held the estate till his de- 
cease in 1368, apd Pfiilippa, their only daughter and heiress, married Edmund de 
Mortimer, the third earl of March, of that noble family, who, in her right, succeeded 
to the title of carl of Ulster, &c. In 1381, he died possessed of this estate, in which 
he was succeefied by lus son Roger, «and his grandson, Edmund Mortimer, earls of 
March and Ulster, dnd lords of Wigmorc, Trim, «C}are, and«Conhaught. The latter 
of these, being heir to the house of York, and nearly alliqd to the crown, was, on 
that account, with singular cruelty and injustice, imprisoned nineteen years in Trim 
Castle, till his death in 1424, when he was succeeded by the heirs of his eldest sister, 

Anne Mortimer; who was married to Richard qf Coningsburgh, earl of Cambridge, 

^ • 

* Average annual produce per acre : wheat*22, barley 3$ bushclR. 
t Monast. Anglic, vol. i. p. 1006. 

I Dugdale's Baronetage, vol. i. p. 59*2. Pbilipot’a Vlllarc Cantian. p. 912, 218. 
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second son of Langley, duke of York, fifth son of King Edward the Tliird, by 
whom she had Richard Plantagenet, duke of York, earl of Cambridge, Rutland, 
March, and Ulster, lord of Tyiiedale, Wigmbre, Clare, and Connaught; who was 
slain at the battle of Wakefield, in 1460. But his son, on ascending the throne as 
King Edward the Fourth, united this lordship to the crown, where it remained till 
Edward the Sixth, in 1551, gave it, with other lands and possessions, to his pre- 
ceptor, the learned Sir John Cheke;* but he was deprived of it by Queen Mary, who, 
in 1558, united it to the dutchy of Lancaster.f 

It was afterwards sold, by King James the First, to Jonas Windle, who held lands 
also at Chelmsford, Rivenhall, Witham, Ovington, and at Booking, where he died in 
1625, leaving this estate to Thomas Windle, one of his younger sons, from whom it 
passed to a citizen of London, named Gipps; who sold it to Samuel Edwards; and he 
afterwards disposed of it to Sir Gervase Elwes, bart. of Stoke College. 

The family of Elwes is of Askham, in Nottinghamshire. William Elwes of that 
place, had by his wife, of a family named Livesey, of Lancaster, four sons; Edward 
of Askham; John of Worlaby, in Lincolnshire, father of Sir Gervase Elwes, knt. 
lieutenant of the Tower; Thomas of Hawlethorp, in Nottinghamshire; and Geofrey, 
alderman qf London. This last, by his wife Elizabeth, sister and heiress of 
Henry Gabot, merchant, had several children. From Jeremy, one of the sons, 
descended the Elweses:|: of Throcking, in Hertfordshire. John, the third son, was 
an alderman of London, and father of Sir Gervase Elwes, knt. of Woodford; who, 
by Frances, second daughter of Sir Robert Lee, knt. of Billeslee, in Warwick- 
shire, had Sir Gervase, Robert, Jeremy, and Sir John, knt. of Grove House, near 
Fulliam. Sir Gervase Elwes, bart. the purchaser of this estate, was of Stoke Col- 
lege, and representative in several parliaments for the borough of Smjbury, and for 
the county of Suffolk. By Amy, his wife, daughter of Dr. Trigge, of Highworth, in 
Wiltshire, he had Trigge, who died young, and Gervase,^ who married Isabella, 
daughter of Sir Thomas Harvey, knt. of Ickworth, in Suffolk,^ and sister of John, 
earl of Bristol, by whom hb had Sir Harvey Elwes, who succeeded his grandfather, 
Sir Gervase, on his decease in 1705. He was four times representative in parliament* 
for Sudbury: dying unmarried, in ]L763^ he was succeeded by John Elwes, Esq.; whose 
heir, John Timms, tdbk the name of Elwes, and was aftei*wards a general in the 
army; on his death, in*1824, he was succeeded by his son, J. P. Elwes, the present 
owner* of the estate. 

The mansion known by the name of Ashen House belongs to an estate which, 
in 1330, was the property of Siv y^illiam le Moigne, in right of his wife Maud ; 

* Sandford and Stebbing's Genealogical of the Kings of England, p. 2-27, 384, 386, 391. 

t Strype*8 Life of Sir John Cheke, p. 119, 167. 

{ Arms of Elwes : Or, a bAid gnles, surmounted by a fesse azure. 
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~ 1551, was succeeded by his grandson, John Hunt, from whom the estate was named 
Tiiiiakern Hunt’s Hall. It afterwards became the seat of the ancient family of Tallakem, origi- 
nally of Cornwall;* three successive descents of the name of John appear in the pedi- 
gree, followed by Geofrey, who was slain at Exeter by the rebels, in the time of King 
Edward the Sixth. John, his son, was his successor, who, by liis first wife, Jocosa, 
had no surviving children; but by his second wife, Jane Bray, he had Justinian, Ed- 
ward, Margaret, married, firsts to Thomas Argale, and aftei*wards to Sir Giles Al- 
lington; and Catharine, whose first husband was Guy Wade, and her second, John 
Hornwall. Edward Tallakern was of Stoke Neyland: he married Alice, daughter of 
Robert Allington, Esq. widow of William Sewster, by whom he had Sir John Tal- 
lukerii, of Ashen Altesse. By Lucy, his wife, daughter of Thomas Cotton, Esq. of 
Cuniiigton, he had six sons and one daughter. He went as a captain in tlie expedition 
to the isle of lice, in the time of King Charles the First, where he was slain in battle, 
in ]627,f and lies buried in the church of Bumpsted Helion. Devereux Tallakern, 
Esq. his eldest son and successor, died also in 1628, having previously sold this estate 
to John Fryer,:|: of Gernons, in Bumpsted Steeple ;§ who, on his decease in 1630, left 
Edward, his son and heir, and Susan, who was married to Christopher Layer, Esq. 
of Boughtou Hull, in Norfolk; to whom, on the death of her brother, she brought 
this estate. She died in 1669, and her husband in 1671, and were both of them buried 
in the chancel of the church of Belchamp St. Paul || They had four sons and two 

A 

• Arms of Tallakern : Or, a fesae sable, charged with two double crosses pattcu, and a garbe, *)r ; be- 
tween three Cornish daws regardant, proper, beaked and legged, gules, 
t MS. List of Knights. 

X John Fryer, of Clare, had several children, of whom Robert was'bis third son, and Joan was married 
to William Davenant, of Siblc Hcdiiighatn. The son and heir of Robert was John, father of Sir Thomas 
Fryer, a colonel in the army under George Villiers, duke of Buckingham, to whom the duke wa.s .speaking, 
when he was murdered at ^’ortsiiiouth by John Felton . — Lord Ciareudon^s Uittory^ cd. 1731!, Svo. vol. i. 
p. 28, 30. 'riie follo\vivg epitaph on the last-named gentleman, who was hanged in chains, is now very 
little known, but is deserving of preservation, not only from its intrkisic merit, but from the singular 
circumstance of its being written by an inheritor of the title of the murdered nobleman, Villiers, duke of 
• * Buckingham. ^ x 

“ Here nninterr'd suspends, though not to save 
Surviving friends th* expenses of a grave, 

Feltoi]^'s dead earth ; which to the world will be 
its own sad monument, his eulogy : 

As large as Fame, which whether bad or good 

I say not ; by himself 'twas wrote in blood ; 

For which his body is entomb'd in air. 

Arch’d o’er with heaven, set with a thousand fsur 
§ He had only possession of the rectory of Bumpsted Helion, and some lands in that parish. 

II Arms of Layer : Parti per pale, sable and argent, an unicorn trippant, between three cross-crosslets, 
counterchanged. 


And glorious stars ; a noble sepulchre. 

Which time itself can’rruinate; and .where 
The impartial worm (that is not bribed to spare 
Princes corrupt in marble) cannot share . 

His flesh i which oft the charitable skies 
Imbalm with tears; deigning those obsequies 
Due^totrenowned men, till pitying fowl 
Contend to reach his body to his boul." 
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daughters; and, in 1701, the survivors of this family sold the estate to Stephen Piper, 
Esq. the second son of John Piper, of Great Cornard, in Suffolk: in 1686^ he attended 
Roger Palmer, earl of Castlemain, as master of the horse, in that nobleman’s embassy 
to Rome; and was afterwards colonel in the guards, under King William and Queen 
Anne. But resigning his command iu 1704, he came and resided at Ashen Hall, 
acting as justice of the peace and treasurer of the county, till his death in 1722. He 
married Philadelphia, daughter of Sir Robert Parker, bart. of Sussex, by whom 
having no issue, he left his estate to his nephew, John Piper, Esq.,*^ whose only daugh- 
ter was married to Henry Sperling, Esq. of Dynes Hall, father of John Sperling, Esq. 
the present proprietor. 

The handsome modern mansion known by the name of Ashen Hall, with the estate 
belonging to it, is the property of Mr. King Viall. 

An ancient mansion, near the river Stour, called Launds, belonging to the Elwes 
family, derives its name from William de la Landa, who held tithes in this parish in 
the year 1090, which Richard de Clare gave to his religious foundation at Stoke 
and in 1360, Philip at Launds had possessions here, which afterwards, in the reigns 
of King Henry the Fourth and Edward the Fourth, became the property of Richard 
Moseling, William at Stour, and John Flegg. 

The church and chancel are small, built chiefly of stone, and tiled, with a square 
embattled tower containing three bells. The entrance into this church is by a descent 
of four steps, yet the situation is pleasant, commanding an extensive prospect westward. 

A neat mural monument, on the north side of the chancel, is inscribed as follows: 

« 

“ Ab hoc non prociil marmore clnerrs suoa conqnicscere voluit Stephanus Piper, 
armiger, filius natu secundiis Johannis Piper, de Cornard Mugnft, in com. Suffolk, ^ 
honest^ stirpe oriundi. Uxorcin duxit Pliiladelpbiam Robertl Parker, in agio Sus- 
scxieu»i baronetti hliam. Roinain quondam migravit magister equitum nobilissiiiii 
coniitis de Ciuitleinain : quum ad Papain a liege Jacobo Seeuiido legatutt missus es' 
set. Sub Rege Gulielmo Tertio et ejus succcssore Anme ceiUprionim iiniis priinx 
Icgionis regis satellitum magna cuiri laude meruit iisq. ad annum Annx tcr- 
tium, quo qnidem tempore cxercitui et rei militari, cui a prima juventute nomen de- 
derat, valcdicens, in rus se recepit. Atq. ibi a Regina Ireiiarchcs constitutus et non 
ita diu post quaestor comitatus Essexia: et looum-teiiens factusVst. Jiistkiarii verd 
ad pacem munerc et vit/l siinulTlefuActu.s est. Atqiii bos illc honpres non iiialis ar- 
tibus ncc grati& cum dynastfs perperam inila, sed virtute sua, labore, sudorc, peri- 
culis, quaesitos, onsccutiis est miles, auxit magistratus. Bonoruin causam, Icguui • 

• Aims of Piper : Gules, a chevron embattled, argent, between two fiilcous, or, iu chief j and in biise, 
an armed hand grasping a dagger, argent ; the haft, or. 

t Monast. Anglic, vol. i. 1007. In the year 1296, J. de Latind, E.sq. granted to William, the son of 
Robert, and to his wife, of Bumpsted Steeple, his man«r called La Laiindc, near Stoke, for a certain sum 
of money, and upon condition of finding the said John, during his whole life, a horse of one mark's value, 
and a gown of twenty shillings price, suitable for an esquire. £je Carta Origin. 
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coercuit tcmnens arbitrium po^ularis auras. Intrcpidus (et at virum decet) pUci- 

dam elflavit animam 14to. Kalend: Martii, Ann. Dom. 1721, ast. 66. 

Hoc monumcntum in avunculi improlis defiincti memoriain gratitudinis ergo 
posuit Johannes Piper, quern hsredem ex asse reliquit.** 

Translation : 

“ Not far from this marble, Stephen Piper, Esq. second son of John Piper, of 
Great Cornard, in the county of Suffolk, descended from a good family, desired his 
ashes should rest. He married Philadelphia, the daughter of Robert Parker, in the 
county of Sussex, baronet. He went to Rome as master of the horse to the most 
noble the Earl of Castlcmain, when he was sent ambassador by King James 
the Second. Under King William the Third and his successor Anne, he distin- 
guished himself as a colonel of the first regiment of life-guards, up to the third 
year of Anne's reign, when, bidding farewell to the army and military affairs, to 
which he had looked for preferment from his earliest youth, he rotired into the 
country. There he was appointed by the queen a justice of the peace, and not long 
after treasurer of the county of Essex, and a deputy lieutenant. His justiceship of 
the peace and liis life lie resigned together. Nor did the soldier obtain those ho- 
nours, and multiply those lUiagisterial employments, by iniquitous finesse, or merely 
through the favour of princes, but sought them by his own worth, industry, and 
perseverance. Tlic cause of good men, and the defence of the laws, he strenuously 
undertook; * a righteous man, and steady to his trust;' he restrained to his utmost 
the vices of men, despising the blandi^ments of popular applause. Undaunted, and 
as becomes a hero, he breathed forth his placid soul, on the 16th of February, A.D. 

1721, aged 66, 

“ Tliis monument to the memory of his uncle, who died without offspring, John 
Piper, whom he left heir to his property, has erected out of gratitude." 

An ailcient monument iigainst the south wall bears the following inscription: — 

Four feet soutli of this wall lieth the body of Dorothy Byatt, widow and relict 
of William Byatt, rector of Holton, in the county of Suffolk, who lived together the 
few years of their A^edlock in great harmony and affection. He was buried with 
his ancestors inr the parish church of Bures St. Mary, in the said county ; and she 

tr 

died the twenty-fourth day of September, in the year of our Lord 17.')2, in the sixty- 
fifth year of her age, greatly lamented by her daughter, Dorothy, her only surviving 
child, andV)y her two grand-daughtcn<*, Philadclphia^Klizabeth, and Mary Piper, the 
only surviving children of her daughter Dorothy, who cannot recoll^^ct the endear- 
ing tenderness and <Aose connexion of so near and kind a relation, but with piercing^ 
affliction. She had lived a widow forty- five years, having been ^influenced by a 
providential and prevalent affection, to dcclini; several good offers, that she might 
wholly apply her maternal cares and estate to the benefit and education of her chil- 
dren, William, Richard, and Dorothy ; to whom she continued to dispense, with 
great beneficence, the affectionate offices and coififorts of a prudent and indulgent 
parent ; liberal on proper occasions, aciording to her abilities ; exemplarily chaste 
and pious, and of universal benevolence ; compassionate and charitable to the poor 
and distressed ; abridging herself In her own expenses, that she might be the better 
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able to relieve them, and to assist, with the kind distribution of her favours, her 
near relations and friends, in their difficulties and wants ; singular in this one thin^ 
only, that she persevered in maintaining this amiable assemblage of virtues, un- 
stained with any mixture of vices. Dorothy Piper, her daughter, hath erected this 
monument in memory of her kind and indulgent mother, and, with her husband, 

John, ^s recited her good qualities in this inscription, to the end they may not be 
forgot, but remain a fair pattern, worthy the imitation of her sex.** 

On a black marble underneath is the following: — 

** I'he body of the above-named Dorothy Byatt is since removed from hence to 
the vault in the church-yard, in which the corpse of the above-named Philadelphia, 
her grand-daughter, is likewise deposited ; who departed this life the seventeenth of 
May, in the year of our Lord 1753, in the eighteenth year of her age, to the great 
grief of her parents, whose growing affections for her she continued to engage, by 
filial duty and obedience, and by her progress in virtue and prudence, with an 

amiable mildness of temper and benevolence of mind." 

• 

On a monument against the south wall is the following: — 

Sir Giles Allington, of Horsheade Halle, in the county of Cambridge, knight, 
married Margarett Argale, widowe. She was jthc daughter of John Tallakarnc, of 
Tallakarne, in Cornwall, Esq. Edward Tallakarne, alias Talkarnc, gentleman, the 
youngest sonne of John Tallakarne, married Alec Scwltcr, widowe, by whom she 
had four children. She was the daughter of Robert Alington, Esquier, the eldest 
sonne of Sir Giles Alington, knight. 

** Here lies buried Luce Tallakarnc, the wife of captain John Tallakarne, Esquier, 
by whom she had seven children. She was the eldest daughter of Thomas Cotton, of 
#onnington, in the ebunty of Huntingdon, by bis first wife, Elizabeth Shirlyc. She 
departed this lyfc the third of December, 1610.** 

On a white marble tablet on the north wall, within the chancel, is the following: — 

it iicv^e, Carolo Stuart, A.M. Ecclesiae Humpstcad, ad Turrim Vicario hiijusque 
per annos qiiinquaginta Rectori. Viro probo. Obiit Dec. 16, 1803, aetatis Si. Et 
Sarah conjugi, Obiit Oct. 12, 1771, aetatis 86." 


The following inscription appears on a plain stone in the church-^i^: 


** Sacred to the memory of Amelia 
August, 1818, aged eighteen years. 

" Rest, hapless victim of untimely death, 
Robb*d by an error of thy vital breath. 

Thee from the tomb no mortal aid could save, 
And love can only wet with tears thy grave ; 


Maria Baker, who died on the nineteenth of 

Ere long, the grief-struck mourners o*er thy bier. 
With thee, will low among* the dead lie here. 
'Fhough sad such scenes, how blest our end will be, 
If we as virtuous live, and die rc.signcd like thee.** 


This living is a rectory, which was given, by Gilbert de Clare, to the priory of 
St. John the Baptist, at Clare, (af%er;(vards removed to Stoke,) which he made a cell, 
to the abbey of Bee, in Normandy, tke prior^ and convent of which retained the 
patronage of this church, till it was seized by King Edward the Third, during his 
wars with France, but which, when a peace was concluded, he restored to the monks, 
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who were naturalised in 1395, by King Richard the Second; and, in 1415, through 
the Interfcesslon of Edmund Mortimer, earl of March, this foundation was converted 
into a collegiate church, with a dean, six secular canons, and several other ofiBicers. 
On the suppression of tlie bouse, the advowson was granted, by King Edward the 
SLxth, to the learned Sir John Cheke, his preceptor, who exchanged it with Queen 
Mary, by whom it was annexed to the dutchy of Lancaster, in 1558, and in right of 
that dutchy it has continued in the crown to the present time. 

John Elwcs, Esq. the celebrated miser, succeeded to the family estates on the 
decease of his uncle, Sir Harvey Elwes, whom he appears to have strictly resembled 
in his habits and natural propensities. His family name was Meggot, and his father, 
an eminent brewer, died before his son was four years of age ; from which circum- 
stance it has been inferred, that none of liis characteristic peculiai*ities could have 
been derived from paternal influence and example; but from the mother it unques- 
tionably may, for, though she had a fortune of nearly one hundred thousand pounds 
left by her husband, yet she actually starved herself to deatli: besides her son John, 
she left a daughter, married to Colonel Timms, which occasioned the entail of part of 
the estates. 

Mr. Elwes was sent early in life to Westminster school, where he remained ten or 
twelve years, and became a good classical scholar; but it is remarkable, that he was 
never observed reading a booh at any period of his future life. He had little or no 
knowledge of accounts, and seems to have been totally ignorant of the state of his 
affairs. From Westminster school he was removed to Genewa, whefe, among 
other qualifications, he acquired great proficiency in horsemanship, which always con- 
stituted his favourite amusement. Returning to England, after an absence of several 
years, he had to be introduced to his uncle. Sir Harvey, who was at that time living 
at Stoke, in Suffolk, and exhibiting the most perfect picture of extreme penuriousuess 
that ever existed. Ills attenipts at money saving were, indeed, so extraordinary, that 
Mr. Elwes was^iy^vcr quite able to equal them in any part of his life; and, to ingratiate 
Ikimself with Sir Harvey, a little masquerading was reqirlred. The nephew, therefore, 
used to call at a little inn at Chelmsford, to change his dress, for a pair of small iron 
buckles, worked stockings darned, *d worn-out^ old coat, and a tattered waistcoat, in 
which costume he r6de to visit his uncle, who used to contemplate his appearance with 
a miserly satisfaction, as they sat together by the fire-side, lyith a single stick burning 
upon it; aild when the evening closed in, they immediately, after a frugal repast, re- 
tired to rest, as going to bed saved candle-light.” Singular instances of penurious 
.saving in eating and other necessaries are recorded: for dinner, these two social com- 
panions had a partridge, one potatoe, and a small pudding, as abundantly sufficient; 
and the fire, even in cold weather, was suffered to die away while Sir Harvey was at 
dinner, because eating was a sufficient exercise. • 
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Sir Harvey at all times wore a black velvet cap, a worn-out full-dress suit of clothes, v. 

and an old g^eat coat, with worsted stockings drawn up over his knees. He rode a 
thin thorough-bred horse, and the horse and his rider seemed as if a gust of wind 
would have blown them away together. He would walk backwards and forwards in 
the old hall, during unfavourable weather, to save the expense of fire; and, if a neigh- 
bour called on business, would strike a light with a tinder-box, and, putting a single 
stick on the grate, would not add another till the first was nearly consumed. 

Sir Harvey's mode of life corresponded exactly with his singularity of character. 

His seclusion from the world nearly equalled that of a hermit; and, extreme avarice 
excepted, a more blameless life no mortal ever passed. In his youth he had unex- 
pectedly been restored from the last stage of a consumption, which had left him an 
enfeebled constitution, nearly exempt from passion. He was timid, shy, and diffident 
in the extreme : of a thin spare habit of body, and without a friend upon the earth. 

The hoarding up, and counting his money, formed his greatest joy. Next to tliat was 
partridge setting, at which he was so great an adept, that he has been known to take 
five hundred brace of birds in one season. He and his whole little household, consist- 
ing of one man and two maids, lived entirely upon partridges. What they could not 
cat, he turned loose again, as he never gave any thing to his neighbours. He succeeded 
Sir Oervase, a very worthy gentleman, who, as far as he was able, had involved all 
the estates he had received, or left behind him; and his successor found himself nomi- 
nally possessed of several thousand pounds a year, which, in reality, amounted to little 
more than a hundred,., after' all necessary deductions had been made; but, on bis arrival 
at the family seat, he expressed a determined resolution never to leave it, till he had 
entirely cleared the estate of all incumbrances: this he not only accomplished^ but 
lived to realise above a hundred thousand pounds. 

Having little or no connexion with London, he generally bad three or four thou- 
sand pounds in his house at one time; and a band of robbers, k/iown by the name of 
the Thaxted gang, and who were all afterwards hung, formed the, design of robbing 
Sir Harvey, who, according id custom, had retired to his bed-room at eight o’clock, 
where, after taking a bason of water-gruel, by the light of a sma}l fire, he went to bed, 
to save the unnecessary extravagance pf candle-light. The gang, leaving their 
horses on the Essex side' of the riv^, walked across and hid the^nselves in the church 
porch, till the servant man came up to the horses in the stable, whom ^ey se^ed, 
bound, and gagged; after which, proceeding to the house, they tied the two maids 
together, and burst into Sir Harvey’s room, presenting their pistols, and sternly de- 
manding his money; but he would gwe.them no answer, till they iissured him that his 
favourite servant was safe. He then gave them* the key of a drawer which contained 
fifty guineas; but, knowing he had more, they threatened his life, till he reluctantly 
showed them where it was; when, on turmng out a large drawer, they found seven 
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him that they left a man behind, who would murder him if he even stirred for assis- 
tance; on which he very coolly took out his watch, which they had not asked for, and 
said, Gentlemen, I do not want to take any advantage of you; therefore, upon my 
honour, I will give you twenty minutes for your escape: after that time, nothing shall 
prevent me from seeing my servant.” He was strictly as good as his word: when 
the time expired, he went and untied the man. The robbers were not discovered, 
but, some years afterwards, were apprehended for other offences, and known to be 
the men, but Sir Harvey would not appear against them. “ No, no,” said he, “ I 
have lost my money, but will not lose my time also.” When he died, the only tear 
that fell upon his grave was from the eye of his servant, who had long and faithfully 
attended him. To that servant he bequeathed a farm of fifty pounds per annum, to 
him and to his heirs. 

Mr. Meggot succeeded to the whole of his uncle’s property, being, by his will, 
required to assume the name and arms of Elwes; and it was believed that his own 
property at the time was nearly equal to this inheritsmee. 

Mr. Elwes, among his peculiarities, had, in early life, a propensity for gambling, 
against which he afterwards conceived a disgust, having by no means received all he 
won, though he never failed to pay his own debts. The theory he professed, that 
it was impossible to ask a gentleman for money,” he perfectly confirmed by the prac- 
tice; and he never violated this peculiar feeling, to the last hour of his life. He was 
forty years of age when he succeeded to his uncle’s estates; ^nd, when upwards of 
eighty, would take long walks on foot, and lost none of his penurious propensities. 
After sitting up a whole night at play for thousands, with the most fashionable and 
profligate men of the time, he would walk out at four in the morning to meet his cattle 
in Sinithfield market, and stand in the cold and dirt, and rain, bartering with a carcase- 
butcher for a shilling; or would walk to his farm at Theydon, a distance of seventeen 
miles. The keeping of fox-hounds was the only instance of his sacrificing money to 
pleasure. Yet, in some instances, he manifested a considerable degree of generosity, 
in advancing large supis to oblige his friends. Lord Abingdon, with whom he had 
only a slight acquaintance, had made a m^tch«at Newmarket for £7000, which he 
would have been obliged to forfeit, from an inability to produce the sum; on which 
occasion it was advanced by Mr. Elwes, without solicitation, or even mentioning, 
and his lordship was the winner of the stakes. 

In the singularly curious and interesting memoir of Mr. Elwes’s life, by Captain 
*Topham, (from which these particulars are sfleeted,) numerous other anecdotes and 
traits of character occur, which confirm the general truth, “ that our early acquired 
habits and inveterate prejudices accompany us through life.” 

Mr. Elwes remained during the spring of 1786 alone^ at his solitary house at 
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Stoke; and, had it not been for soiAe daily little scheme of av'arice, the time would CHAP. v. 
have passed without one consolatory moment. In short, he had now nearly brought 
to a climax the moral of his whole life — ^the perfect vanity of wealth. 

On removing from Stoke, he went to his farm-house of Theydon Hall, which was, 
if possible, in a more desolate and ruinous state than either of his houses in Suffolk or 
Berkshire. It stood alone, on. the borders of Eppiug Forest, and an old man and 
woman, his tenants, were his only associates. Here he fell sick, and lay nearly a fort- 
night unattended, and almost forgotten. The winter of 1789 was the last he was 
fated to see; his memory grew every day weaker, and from an unceasing wish to save 
money, he began to believe he should die in want of it. Mr. Gibson, his builder, 
waited on him one day, when he sfid to him, with apparent concern, “ Sir, pray con- 
sider in what a wretched state I am. You see in what a good house I am living; and 
here are five guineas,^ which is all I have at present; and how I shall go on with such 
a sum, puzzles me to death.” On his last journey into Berkshire, he took with him 
five guineas and a half, and half-a-crown, carefully wrapped in several folds of brown 
paper, and seemed to be wholly occupied by the anxiety and fear of losing it. 

Mr. Partis, who was then with him, was waked one morning about two o’clock, 
by the noise of a naked foot, seemingly walking about his bed-chamber with great 
caution. Somewhat alarmed, he inquired ‘‘ Who is there?” On which the intruder 
coming up towards the bed, said with great civility, “ Sir, my name is Elwes; I have 
been urifortunate enough to be robbed in this house, which I believe is mine, of all 
the money I have in the* world : of five guincjis and a half, and half-a-crown.” “ Dear 
sir,” replied Mr. Partis, “I hope you are mistaken; do not make yourself uneasy.” 

‘‘Oh, no, no!” rejoined the old gentleman; “it is too true.” This mighty ^um was 
found a few days after, behind a window shutter. 

For six weeks previous to his death, he would go to rest in his clothes; and he was 
found one morning fast asleep, in bed, with his shoes on his f(^et, his stick in his hand, 
and an old torn hat upon his head. 

On the evening of the ItJth of November, 1789, he discovered signs of that total 
weakness which carried him to his grave in eight days. Hjs appetite was gone, and • 
he had but a faint recollection of fariy thing about him : his last coherent words were 
addressed to his son, Mr. JohnT Elwes, in hoping, “ he had laft him what he wished.” 

On the morning of the*26th of November, he expired without a sigh. 

In the year 1821, this parish contained two hundred and ninety-three, and, in 1831, 
three hundred and seventy-three inhabitants. 
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RIDGWELL. 

iiidi?\vt;li. The parish of Ridgwell* is bounded eastward by Tilbury, by Stambourn on the 
south, and westward extends to Birdbrook. It is five miles from Clare, in Sufiblk, 
and fifty-two miles from London. 

The village is small, and the population of the whole parish inconsiderable; yet, in 
1318, it had a weekly market on Tuesdays, and an annual fair, commencing on the 
eve of St. Lawrence’s day ; from which circumstance it has been supposed that for- 
merly it was a place of greater importance than at present. It consists of a small 
number of houses, on either side of the road to Cambridge; and there is a dissenting 
meeting-house. 

The river Colne has its source in this parish; and a fine spring of water rises at the 
east Olid of the cliurch. 

In the time of Edward the Confessor, the lordship belonged to a freeman named 
Godwin. After the Coiujuesf, it became part of the large possessions of Eustace, earl 
of Boulogne; and was holden of the honour named from that noble house, by the 
ancient family of Ansty, as early as the reign of King Henry the Second.f It be- 
longed to Hubert de Anesty, in 1211, whose son and successor was Nicholas, and his 
only daughter Dionysia,^ by marriage, conveyed this estate to William de Mont- 
chensy, lord of Swainscamp. lie died in 1285, and his widow in 1303, leaving two 
(diildren, William and Dionysia. The son being in active opposition to King John 
and Henry the Third, Avas one of the c;hief commanders at the' battje of Lewis, where 
the latter of th(!se monarchs was taken prisoner; but being himself afterwards taken, 
this estate was confiscated, and given to William do Valence, earl of Pembroke, who 
had married his aunt, Joan de Montchensy. Afterwards, the estate Avas restored to 
hitn, but lie lost his life at the siege of Drussellan Castle, in Wales ;§ on Avhich event, 
leaving 110 offspring, his ^sister Dionysia inherited his estates. She was married to 
Hugh de Vere, seoon^l sou of Robert, earl of Oxford, a man who acquired fiiine in 
military expeditions under King EdAvard the First. Himself and his lady died in 
,1313, Avithont issue, and were succeeded in this and other possessions by Adoinar de 
Valence, carl of Pembroke, son of William ayd Joan de Montchensy, Avho, though 
thrice married, || yet died,.Avithout issue, in 1224. HisM&st Avife had this manor for part 

** 1 

* The niifiit* is^variously written in records: KtMlgwell, Radewcll, Uadeswell, Redwcll, Reddcswell, 

Uedswell, Ridiswcll, Rodcswell, Roddcswell, Unddeswell^ and in Domesday, Ridewcll. 

• t Tills fjimily derived their surname from their place of residence in Hertfordshire.— Chauncey's 
Histx uf Hertfordshire, p. 107. ^ 

t Tiie chantry in tlie cliarucUhou.se in Mt. FauCs Cathedral, and the Nunnery at Waterbeach in Cam- 
bridi<<?shire, were founded by this lady. — Dngdale*% Hist, of St. PauPs, and Monast. Anglic, vol. i. p. 043. 

§ Matt. Faris, ed. 1040, p 095; and T. Walsinghain, claus. 46, 49, 61, .V2, Hen. the Tliird. 

II Kir.st to Beatrix, daughter of Ralph dc Ncle, constable of France; secondly, to a daughter of the earl 
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of her dowry, and lived a widow fifty-three years, dying in 1376. It is recorded of chap. v. 
this lady, that she was, in one day, a maid, wife, and widow;* her husband losing his 
life in a tilting-match, on the day of their nuptials. She founded Pembroke Hall, in 
Cambridge. On her death, this estate descended to John de Hastings, lord Berga- 
venny and earl of Pembroke, the fifth in descent from John de Hastings, baron Ber- 
gavenny, who had married Isabel, sister of Adomar de Valence. 

William de Beauchamp was the next possessor of this estate, on whose decease, in 
1411, it became part of the endowment of his widow, till her death in 1435. Richard 
de Beauchamp, her son, was succeeded, in 1432, by his only daughter and heiress, 
Elizabeth, married to Sir Edward Neville, fourth son of Ralph, earl of Westmoreland, 
and in her right was- baron Bergavenny. His son George was his successor in 1476, 
whose son of the same name was the next possessor. 

In 1521, John Fisher, bishop of Rochester, and Hugh Ashton, archdeacon of York, 
executors of Margaret, countess of Richmond and Derby, foundress of St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, purchased this manor and estate, to be made part of the (uidow- 
ment of that foundation; and the manor-house, which is a large old building, has, on 
account of this appropriation, received the name of the i^ollege. 

Pannels le Hill is an estate on the top of a hill, not far distant from the church: a I’anuels 

L ^ If Hill 

family named Pannels lived here from 1385 to 1613. One of the north windows of 

the church was fitted up at the expense of John Pannel, and his name was painted on 

the glass. 

In 1619, this esUitc was conveyed from the Pannel family to Benjamin Fisher and 
Thomas Baron, and, in 1661, it became the property of Peter Eliiston, whose son, 

Joseph Eliiston, sold it to Dorothy Barrington, widow of Robert, younger spn of Sir 
Francis Barrington, the first baronet of that family: on the decease of this lady it was 
to descend to her son, Colonel John Barrington, and his heirs for ever; but the 
colonel sold it^ in 1676j to Charles Ballet^ M.D« -whoj ii^ 1981, disposed of it to 
William Guyon, Estj. of Belcliamp Walter, of the family of the? Guyons, of Cogge- 
shall. William Guyon, his successor, sold it, in 1696, to John Neville, a descendant 
of Thomas, younger son of Richard Neville, lord Latimer, .who died in 1 530. This, 

Thomas married, Mary, daughter «nd co-heiress of »Sir, Thomas Tey, of the manor f»f 
Pigots, in Ardley, where he died in 1540, as did his widow in 1544; their son and 
successor was Thomas,* the father of John Neville, of Halstead, whose son Rit'hard of 
that town died in 1625. John, his younger son, was of Ridgwell, and died in 1687: 


of Bar; and to his third wife^ had Mary,* da^iKhter of Guy de Chastillon, eount of St. I’aul, kinsriiifn to 
Kinft Edward the Second. He had three sisters : IsabeJ, married to J«)hn de Hastings, lord Bergavenny; 
Joan, the wife of John Comyn of Badenoch; and Agnes, or Anne, married to Maurice Fitzgerald, and 
afterwards to Henry F3aliol, and John de Avenes. 

♦ Fuller’s History of Cambridge, p. 41. 
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he married Jane, daughter of Nathan Wade, of Halstead, and had by her John Neville, 
Esq. who purchased this estate. By Sarah his wife, daughter of Joseph Fishpool, of 
Billericay, besides other children, he had George, his eldest son and heir, who marrying 
.Tane, daughter of William Guy on, of Halstead, had George Raymond Neville, Esq. 
and a daughter. The estate afterwards became the property of Mr. John Richards, 
and has since passed to several proprietors. 

A hamlet named Ridgwell Norton, more than two miles from the church, belongs 
to this parish, though separated from it by parts of Stainbournc and Finchingiield. 
P'ormerly, it was part of the demesnes of the capital lordship here, on which account it 
is rated with the rest of the parish; yet the inhabitants inherit the right of burying in 
Stamboiiriic, paying only single fees.* ** This hamlet consists of a green, with some 
houses and several farms, belonging to Sir Myall Anderson, George Gent, Esq. and 

other proprietors. 

An estate on the southern border of this parish, extending to Stambourne, is named 
Essex: in the year 1210, it was in the possession of John de Blendeti, who held it of 
iho honour of Boulogne, as half a knight’s fee. John de Blendet, his successor, died 
in 125T, and Henry, his son, at the time of his decease in 1265, held this possession 
of the king, as a knight’s foe: his son John is the last of the family mentioned in the 
record. Afterwards it belonged to a family surnamed De Essex, from whom it passed, 
in 1377, to John Weld.f The present owner of this estate Is J. Brock, Esq. 

An estate, formerly distinguished by the appellation of the ‘‘ Manor of Reddeswell,” 
and, in Catholic times, forming part of the endowment of some religious house, passed 
into the possession of William Tipper and Robert Dawe, the celebrated hunters after 
concealed property of this description, and on that account was afterwards named 
Dawes’ manors. 

An estate, called the Three Chimneys, belongs to Queen’s College, Cambridge. The 
mansion-house extends jnto the three parishes of Ridgwell, Stambourne, and Bird- 
broke. 

The Causeway is an ancient mansion-house, near or upon the Roman road, as is 
rividicated by its name; it,«s surrounded by a moat. 

The church, dedicated to St. Lawrence, has. a lefty and spacious nave, leaded, with 
a north aisle, extending along the chancel; both are 'btlilt of stone. In a square em- 
battled tower there are six very line-toned musical bells. Formerly there was a chapel 

• ♦ We learn from DoiiioH(lay>book, that the lands of this hamlet were among those found to he 

** fnV.'isioneM super Uegem,” and had been held hy a freeina/i named Urictric, in the time of Edward the 
('onfessor. After the Conquest, they became the property of Richard Fitz-Gislcbert. 

t A family of n<»te, who took their surname from the parish, held lands here, part of which arc supposed 
to have belonged to this estate. John de Redeswell, baron of the exchequer in IS?T, was of this family, 
and Tiioinas de Redeswell, who lived in 1375, is supposed to have been his son. 
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on the north side of the church; but a dispute arising between the parishioners and 
the lord of the manor respecting the keeping it in repair, Dr. Compton, at that time 
bishop of London, ordered it to be taken down.* 

Dionysia, wife of William de Monchensy, gave this church to her nunnery at 
Watcrbeach, in Cambridgeshire, and that convent retained the patronage of the 
vicarage ordained here, till Mary de St. Paul, countess of Pembroke, in 134*8, united 
that monastery to the convent of St. Dennis, at Clare, which retained the patronage 
of this living till its suppression. In 1539 it was granted, by Henry the Eighth, 
to Edward Elrington, Esq. and, in 1540, conveyed by him to Reginald Braybrook, 
the sixth master of Catharine Hall, in Cambridge, who, in 1549, settled the advowson 
of the vicarage and the great tithes upon that house. After the living had been a 
considerable time held by sequestration, it was augmented with £60* by the patrons, 
£65. by the Rev. Moses Cook, and with £75. by the Rev. Jeremiah Johnson, M. A. 
which, with £200. of Queen Anne’s bounty, was employed in the purchase of glebe 
lands on Kidgwell Common and in Sible Hedingham. 

A black marble on the ground within the chancel bears the following inscription: — 

** In memory of Sarah, the wife of Richard Piper, Esq. of Ridgwell Hall, daugliter 
of John Bayes, citizen of London, by Sophia, his wife, daughter of John Barrington, 

Esq. .soiiictimc of Ridgwell Hall, by his wife , daughter of Sir Edward Zonch, 

knt. of Aking, in the county of Surrey. She died Octobers, 1765, agc‘d sixty-nine.** 

Fifteen pounds, given by Mr. Andrew Waile and another person, to be lent on 
interest for the benefit of the poor, has been expended in the purchase of furniture for 
the workhouse. 

The villages of Ridgwell, Birdbrook, and Stunner, are all situated on or near the 
site of the Roman road, which led from Colchester to Camboricum (Cambridge), 
and, in their immediate neighbourhood, very numerous Roipan remains have been, 
from time to time, discovered.f In Ridgwell parish, in a lield jciaUed Great Ashley, 
which is part of Ridgwell ’ Hall estate, many Roman remains, such as coins, tiles, 
tessera;, &c. with foundations of walls, were uncovered by, digging, and, in Aprii 
1794, a villa was^discovered. Tho walls were traced, and an accurate plan made by 
Mr. Walford, of Whitley, whieh' was published in the Archq^^ologia. It bore a great 
resemblance to the villa discovered at Mansfield Woodhouse, in Nottinghamshire. 
“ The entrance of this villa was on the south south-west front, into a narrow porticus, 
between sixty and seventy feet long, and only nine wide, with a tesselated pavement, 

I 

♦ An ancient building called Le Yeld Hall, with eight acres of land, the property of a society called Jesus’ 
Gild, was granted, by King Edward the Sixth, in 1549, to Ralph Agard and Thomas Smyth. 

t An account of this road, and the antiquities discovered in the neighbourhood of it, by *rhomas Wal- 
ford, Esq. of Whitley, was pulllishdd in the fourteenth volume of the Archseologia. 
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II* nearly entire, the tesserae one inch long, three quarters of an inch wide, and half an 
"" inch thick, all red; in the centre were six squares of large brick, of which five only were 
perfect, part of the sixth having been disturbed by the plough. These squares, which 
were exactly three feet every way, and seven distant.from each other, are supposed to 
' have been the foundations of pillars which formed a colonnade to support the roof of 
the porticuB.” — Out of the porticus you ascended one step into the cryptoporticus; 
this was likewise paved with red tesserae, in straight lines, but larger than the former, 
some of them being one inch and a half by an inch and a quarter.” This seems to 
have led to the principal room, but the vestiges of that and the other parts of the 
building appeared to have been long eflaced by the plough. Some coins, fibulae, and 
other articles, with pottery and ornamented tiles, were found in some parts.* Part 
of a tile, ornamented with stars, was inscribed with the figures VI. and I., having a 
line between them, twice repeated. This may allude to the sixth legion, which came 
into Britain about a. n. 120, in the reign of Adrian. 

Traces of the Roman road occur about forty-four rods below this villa, which was 
situated on an elevated spot. The military way,” Mr. Walford says, “in the year 
1790, was very visible, but, from the improvements in agriculture, can be traced no 
further. I remember a few years ago its extending thirty or forty rods more north- 
ward, and saw the fanner carting it away.” 

In Birdbrook parisli, half a mile from Bathornc End, “ immediately as you enter the 
gate which leads to Honock’s farm,” and close by the side of tlie high road, was a place 
of burial, where, in 1787, 1792, and 1798, were dug up fourteen skeletons. “Their 
mode of burial,” Mr. Walford observes, “convinced me that they were all interred 
at th(» s/unc time, probably after an engagement.” Anoth(»r Roman burying ground 
was found, part in a field cidled Oxley, belonging to Chadwcll farm, in Birdbrook, 
and part upon the glebe. In 1779, two perfect skeletons were found here, with two 
urns.f Several other ivns wciv foiiml nearer the turnpike road, a few rods from the 
spot where the skeletons lay. Near the same spot, in 1792, a skeleton with two urns 


^ Ainong the (’()in4- fomul irfcxplorinu the vilja were — “ A small Rritish coin of gold, similar to fig. 55, 
in Camden's Brit. p. 65 ; a sHver coin of Doinitian, in fine prAervation ; a silver coin of Octacilia Severa, 
very perfect; copper coins of Nero, Vespasian, Doinitian, Tr&jitri, Carausius, Constantine the Great, 
Constaiilinc, jun., Theodo.siu», and Arcadiiis.” Many earthen pipes were tiiken up in a held near the 
spot, which were probably intended for eondueting the w'ater to or from the baths in this vilhw “ I am 
informed," Mr. Walford .says, “ that a great tpiantity oAstone w^as raised near this .spot, about fifty years 
• ago, [this was written in 1801,] and that the workmen found a room underground, supported by short 
pillars, at the east end of this villa, which, undoubtedly, \\as a hypocau.st.^ As a part of it is said to be 
left entire, I am yet in ho[)es of being able to tra^*e out its dimensions." 

t These tw'o skeletons lay arm in arm, each clasping the urn; the right leg of one lay across the left 
leg of the other, the lower urn being placed between their hips."— At Kestormel Castle, in Cornwall, two 
perfect skeletons were found lying arm in arm. 
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was found; and in tho glebe land adjoining, many skeletons, but no urns have been chap. v. 
dug up. 

A little farther along the road towards Cambridge, was undoubtedly a camp or Camp, 
station; which^ it is diihcult to determine: from the qiiiintity of stone foundations for- 
merly discovered, and Morant’s observation, I should sup[)ose it a station.* The only 
traces of this station or camp now to be seen are in the two arable fields, upon the left 
hand of the turnpike road, when you have passed over Watsoe bridge, which divides 
the parishes of Birdbrook and Steeple Bumpstead. The vallum at the north-west end 
was taken down in January 1793. A part of the west vallum is now remaining. 

The burying ground to this station was at the north-west corner of the field, now 
called Stulps, behind the thirteenth milestone from Halstead to Haverhill,” where ten 
skeletons, some urns, and two or three defaced coins were found. The camp was 
situated at the conflue/ice of a small stream with the Stour, the stream flowing on one 
side of the s(|uare, and the Stour on the other. In a field in the parish of WIscoe, on 
the other side of the Stour, were found itiatiy Roinaii coins. 

Farther along the turnpike road, in Ford Meadow, in the parish of Stunner, separated 
from Stul])s by a lane leading to Water Hall, was found, in 1793, a small urn full of 
coins of the Lower Empire. 

Nearly north of the village of Sturmer, in a field adjoining the turnpike roa<l, one Tinunlus. 
mile and a quarter from Ford Meadow, is a large tumulus, which was reported to have 
been once excavated, but Mr. Walford could “ discover no traces to warrant the 
assertion.” Other remains have been found, as we proceed along the line of the road, 
about Haverhill, in Suffolk. 

In 1821, this parish contained five hundred and fifty-one, and, in 1831, seven hun- 
dred and thirteen inhabitants. 


BlIlDBllOOK. 

The name given to this parish is supposed to have been derivcftl from the brook 
which passes over part of it. In records it is written Bridebrook, Brodebrooke, 
Burdbrooke, and, in Domesday, Bridebroe. 

The strong wejb soil of this distrlict is mixed with a deep saijcly loam, and, in some 
instances, highly productive.f It is found exceedingly favourable to the growth of 
oak timber; and, amon|V the fine standard trees to be seen in the pasture lands, one 
that was particularly noticed by Mr. Voting, measured, at five feet from the ground, 
eleven feet nine inches in circumference. Poplar, maple, and plane tree, seem indi- • 

• Morant, speaking of this spot, says — -- mere w<is ftymcrly a tower stood near the road leading from 
Haverhill to Bathorne Bridge, and places still remaining like intrenchments, where large stones have been 
dug up, and several human bones found." 

t Average annual produce of bushels per acre— wheat SI*, barley 30, oats 24. 
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genous hero, and are of luxuriant growth. A clump of alders, on the border of the 
Stour, in Bathorne Hall garden, has been greatly admired; they are of nearly equal 
dimensions, the largest of them, at the height of five feet, measuring seven feet four 
inches in circumference, and rising to the height of from thirty to thirty-five feet of 
clear timber. 

Birdbrook is surrounded by the vill^es of Ashen, Ridgwell, Stambourne, and 
Steeple Burnpstead; and the river Stour divides it from Stoke and Wiscoe, in Suffolk: 
its distance from London is fifty-five miles, and from Saffron Walden thirteen; from 
east to west it measures two miles, two furlongs, and sixteen rods; and from north 
to south one mile, four furlongs, and twenty-seven rods, (exclusive of the hamlet of 
Hersted Green), and contains about two thousand two hundred and forty-four acres of 
land. 

The situation is admired by all travellers, being upon the sqmmit of a hill, with a 
descent to the north and south; the views, in riding from Whitley to the church 
(being a distance of one mile), are scarcely to be equalled; the eye is thrown over a 
hilly, luxuriant, well cultivated country, dotted with the churches of Kedington, Clare, 
Stoke, Witsoe, Toppesfield, and Yeldham; the castles of Hedingliam and Clare, the 
seats of George W. Gent, Esq. T. Pyke, Esq. J. P. Elwea, Esq. Josias Nottidge, Esq. 
J. Sperling, Es<|. and Mrs. Jardine; several mills, as well as the objects enumerated, 
greatly enliven the view; it is further improved by the river Stour winding its tran- 
quil stream through the valley; Jind the immediate vicinity of this central station is 
r<»iidered in a high degree interesting, by the elegantly emhellislied rural scenery of 
the seat of Thomas Walford, Esq. A stately row of evergreen forest-trees, inter- 
mixed \yith sycamores and larches, is continued from the house to a small hill, planted 
with cedars, cypresses and laurels; and from this elevation our view over the country 
becomes more widely extended. A wood of seven acres, not far distant, is laid out 
in pleasant walks, div<!rrified by various appropriate devices; of these, the hermitage 
presents an agreeable rural retirement, consisting of three circular apartments, built 
with rag-stone, unsquared timber, and bark of trees. The whole covered with thatch, 
• paved with pebbles and tiles, and rusticated with moss and other materials. The 
Hower-garden is decoratcnl with a building, classically distinguished,.as the Temple of 
Flora, and a summer-house, with ornamental trellis- work. In this inclosuH'e there is 
a choice assemblage of exotic shrubs and flowers, with an extensive collection of rare 
English plants. 

The Whitley estate was purchased, in 1657, by Thomas Walford, M.D. of Finch- 
in^eld, ancestor of the present proprietor. Tlw House is a plain family mansion. 

The family of Walford was originally from a village of the same name, near Ross, 
in Herefordshire. 

The first of Henry the Fourth, 1399, Hugh de Walford witnessed a grant of John 
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dc M onmouth, of lands given by him to the Benedictine Priory at Monmouth. 'Fhe 
elder branch of the family afterwards settled at Sjilwarpe, in the adjoiidng county of 
Worcestershire, where they possessed considerable property; from thence, the younger 
branches emigrated into Warwickshire and Essex, and were seated at Weathersfield 
in the year 1517, and at Fincliingfield in 1540. From the latter, the Walfords of 
Birdbrook are descended; but so incomplete are the early parts of the registers of 
Weathersfield and Finchiiigfield, that we cannot trace the family with accuracy, until 
the latter end of the sixteenth century, (1590;) from that time the following is a 
lineal descent to the present, but confined principally to those who were possessed of 
property in Birdbrook. 

Giles Walford, who resided at Finchingfield in 1510, married tloan , by whom 

he had four sons and three daughters. Thomas, his chlest son, married Margaret ; 

they had threti sous and one daughter, Thomas, James, Robert, and Margaret. 

Thomas, the eldes*t son, in 1640, was a student at Emanuel College, Cambridge, 
where he took the degree of master of arts, ami that of doctor of physic, and practised 
aft(u*wards at Finchingfitdd with such success, as to acquire a large addition to his 
paternal property, which enabled him to purchase several estates in the neighbour- 
hood: two in this parish, Whitley in 1657, and IIarst<»d Hall in 1670. He married 
Jiuic Guy, and had issue two sons, Guy and John; the former died at the age of 
thirteen years, the latter when an infant. 

James, the secoml son of Thomas and Margaret, and brother of Dr. Walford, 

married ; they luid three sous and three daughters, James, Thomas, Ho]»ert, 

Susan, Jane, and Mary. James, the eldc^st, inherited his unch^’s (^states, and rc^sided 
at Ilarsted Hall in 1G80. He married Grace Bontle, and had five sons and four 
daiightcjrs, Thomas, James, John, William, R<d)ert; Eliza, Mary, and Susan* 

Thomas, the eldest son, (who married Mary Baggs, of Norwich, daughter of 

Baggs, Esq. governor of C"ape Coast Castle,) likewise resided at Harsted Hall; 

he was many years in the commission of the peace for this co^intysand an activti magis- 
trate. To him the public were obliged for assisting in convicting tin* noted robber 
Turpin, who Avas taken up at York for shooting a game cock, and lodged in the castlp 
of that city, by the name of Palmer, his AvifeV? maiden name, Avhhdi'was the name he 

usuallv assumed.' After he wqs.cominitted to the castle, he ^^rotc to his brother-iii- 
* * • 
law, to inform him of his situation, and re<piesting assistance, hut the postagv of the 

letter being eight-pence, his father refused taking it; a person in the house at the time, 

observing the hand-writing, saul it came from his son, and, if he would permit him, 

he would pay the postage and take the letter, which was granted. When lie had 

perused the contents, he*carried it to Mr. Walford, the nearest acting magistrate, Avho 

sent for the schoolmaster that taught Turpin to write, and also for another p(»rsoii, 

who was well acquaintctl with him and liis haiid-Avriting. After they had proved the 

VOL. I. 4 1 


CHAl». V. 



610 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK 11. writing to be his, Mr. Walford sent them to York at his own expense, to identify his 
person, for which act he received a very handsome letter of thanks from the magis- 
trates of York. When they first entered the castle, Turpin pretended not to know 
them, but soon found it necessary to acknowledge himself. When it was known that 
he ^vas the famous Turpin, a number of other detainders wore lodged against him, and 
he was executed at York. 

Mr. Walford died at Harsted Hall, 1741, aged fifty-five, and was buried at Finch- 
ingfield; he left issue one son and one daughter, Thomas and Mary. After the death 
of her husband, Mrs. Walford left Harsted Hall, and, with her son and daughter, 
went to reside in London. Her son, who was then about sixteen years old, and the 
favourite of his mother, was permitted to enter into all the gaieties of town, and, 
being endowed with good abilities and a genteel person, his company was courted by 
young men, in a superior situation in life, which led him into extravagance, and en- 
dangered his estate. One of his eccentricities was a visit to a friend at Cambridge, 
where (without his mother’s knowledge) he entered himself a fellow-commoner at 
8idnc»y College, which occasioned her a considerable expense, as well as trouble, to 
get him back again to town. Upon his rettirn, she prevailed with him to study the law, 
under the care of a gentleman in the Six Clerks’ office, to whom she gave £380, and 
found him board and lo<lging at her own house in Gloucester Street, Queen’s Square, 
Loudon. He continued in this oftice tolerably attentive till he camci of age, but a few 
days had elapsed, when he hurried down to his steward at Finchingfield, and gave 
orders for all the timber uj)on the Harsted Hall estate to be taken down and sold. 
Iletbrc this order could be put in execution, he was seized with*the siuall-pox, and 
died at Finchingfield, twenty-three days after he came of age. His estates then 
devolverl to his sister Mary, who afterwards married George Gent, Esq. of Moynes, 
in the parish of Steeple Bumstead. She was of a more saving disposition than her 
brotii(?r, and, instead of tiiking^ down the timber upon her estates, nursed it with 
peculiar care, nefir^y.sixty years. She died without issue, the 17th November, 1802. 
Her piety, benevolence and charity were very conspicKous to all that knew her, 
qnd her placid ‘temper was a striking contrast and corrector of her husband’s irri- 
tability. 

The male line of this branch of the family being .ejttinct, wc must revert back to 
James Walford, of Whitley, in this parish, the brother of Thomas Walford, of Harsted 
Hall. He married Ann, the niece of John Pyke, Esq. of Bathorne House, by whom 
he had seven children, Thomas, James, John, Robert, Ann, Elizabeth, and Mary; 
thft second and third sons died without issue. Rqbert, the youngest, married Mary 
Daking, of Sudbury, in Suffolk, and had one daughter, Elizabeth, afterwards married 
to Thomas Selby, Esq. at Igtham, in Kent. 

Thomas, the eldest son of James Walford, resided at Whitlejr; he married Elizabeth 
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Spurgeon, of Linton, in Cambridgeshire: they left issue one daughter and one son; 
Elizabeth, the daughter, married Allen Taylor, Esq. of Wimbish Hall,* one of his 
majesty’s deputy-lieutenants, a justice of the peace for this county, and captain of the 
Freshwell volunteer cavalry. 

Thomas, son of the above Thomas and Elizabeth, and the present proprietor of 
Whitley, was born September 14th, 1752, the very day the alteration in the style took 
place.* 

In the time of Edward the Confessor, an individual belonging to the rrlass of free- 
men held the manor of Birdbrook, which, with that of Bathornc, had, at the general Hall, 
survey, been granted to Ralph, the brother of Ilger; in 1113, it was grantcul, by 
Roger, son of Richard Fitz-Gilbert, earl of Clare, to Ralph Peche; and, in 1283, 
Gilbert, son of Ilamo Peche, gave this, with other estates, to King Edward the First 
jind his Queen Elinor: and that king, in 1298, made a donation of this, with several 
other lordships, to the abbot and convent of Westminster: yet the Peche family con- 
tinued to hold possessions in this parish. And William de Uftbnl, earl of Suffolk, at 
the time of his decease in 1381, held one fee in Birdbrook, of the abbot of West- 
minster; and that rich monastery was in possession of this estfite at the time of its 
suppression in 1539; in 1541, it was sold, l)y King Henry the Eighth, with the 
advowson of the rectory and the church, and a water-mill, to Robert Tyrell, Esq. of 
Warwickshire : he was son of Sir John Tyrell, of IIorn<lon-on-the-Hill, who was fourth 
son of Sir Thomas Tyrell, of Heron. Thomas, his eldest son, died before him, and 


* Pedigree of the Walford family, of iVirdbrook: A. 1). 15+0, Giles Walford, who died in 1G35, by Joan 
his wife, who died in 1617, had Joan, married to Thomas looker of Whitley; 'riiomas, Gregory, and four 
other children. Thomas, by his >vife Margaret, had Thomas, M.D. who died in 170.^, having had by his 
wife, Jane Guy, who died in 1669, his two sons, Guy and John, who both died young. •James, son of the 
6rst Thomas, and brother of Dr. Walford, died in 170K, his wife, Grace Houtle, liavitig died in 170J : they 
had Thomas, James, Robert, .Siisfin, Jane, and Mary. Thomas, spn of James Walford, died in 1711, hav- 
ing had by his wife, Mary Baggs, Thomas, who died unmarried in 1715* and JIary, married to G(‘orge 
Gent, Ksq. and who died in 1802. ^Janies, the second son of James Walford, Ksq. died in 1713, having mar- 
ried Anne Alcome, by wliom he had 'riioinas ; Robert, married to Mary Daking, of Sudbury; and Kliza- 
beth, married to 'rbomas Selby, Ksq. of Igthain, in Kent. Tliomas, the eldest s(»n of James, who died ift» 
1756, having married Elizabeth Spurgeon, ^vbo died in l/SO, by whom he liad Elizabeth, married to Allen 
Taylor, Esq. of WimlVish lUll, and T1 k\^ivi.s Walfru'd, Ksq. F.A S. F.L.*S. and F.Tl.S. Mr. Walford published, 
in vols. xiv. and xvi. of the Arcbasologia, an account of a Roman military* way in Essex, and Roman an- 
tiquities found near it, and iit Topesfield; also, a paper to prove that Colchester and not Maldou was the 
British Catniilodtiniim ; and, in the Transactiont« of the Linnu*an Society, vol. ix. p. 156, Observations 
on an Insect that destroys the Wlieat, supposed to be the Wireworm.** This gentleman is also the author, 
ofa very highly-esteemed and useful puhlic^ition, in two volumes, entitled, “ The Scientific Tourist through 
England, Wales, and Scotland; by which th*e Traveller is directed to the principal objects of Antiquity, 
Art, Science, and the Picturesque, including the Minerals, Fossils, rare Plants, and other subjects of 

Natural History, arranged by counties: to which is added an introduction to the study of Antiquities, and 
the Elements of Statistics, Geology, Mineralogy, and Botany.” 
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BOOK II. left an only boii, of the same name, who became his grandfather’s heir; and who> dying 
in 1573, left Anne, his only daughter, to inherit his estates. She was married to Sir 
John Dalston, of Dalston, in Cumberland, and their two daughters were their co- 
heiresses, of whom Dorothy, in 1589, by marriage, conveyed this estate to Henry 
Gent, Esq. son and heir of Thomas Gent, of Moynes, a baron of the exchequer. 

Thomas Thomas Gent, Esq. their eldest son and heir, married Isabel, daughter of Francis 

Gint,Es(|. Qf Scarborough Castle, and had an only child named Frances, a great 

heiress, who became! the wife of Sir Edmund Alleyn, bart. of Hatfield Peverel; they 
had three children, but only Arabella survived them. She was twice married; first to 
Francis Thompson, Esq. of Hambleton, in Yorkshire, by whom she had one son, 
William, member of parliament for Scarborough, in Yorkshire. Her second husband 
was the Hon. Lord George Howard, one of the sons of Henry, duke of Norfolk, to 
whom she was married in 1698. This nobleman being a Catholic, and the lady, 
though of a Protestant family, professing the religion of her husband at the time of 
her marriage, her son, William Thompson, Esq. on this account brought a bill into 
parliament, to prewent Roman Catholi(!s disinheriting their Protestant children, which 
was considered liy his mother as in a high degree ofi’ensivc; and afterwards, in the 
year 1707, a quarrel taking [dace between Lord Howard and his lady, it was agreed 
between them that they should live separate during the remainder of their lives; 
I^ord Howard ooveuantiiig and agreeing not to molest the Lady Arabella, but permit 
her the ([iiiot onjoyment and disposing of all her plate, household goods, money, 
houses, lauds, and estate.s, of what kind soever. It appears ’that the Lady Howard 
sold the estates as soon as she conveniently could, after she had them again at her own 
disposal. Rut these estates having luterinediatcly belonged to Lord Howard, who 
was a Catholiy, had on that account been cloubly taxed, agreeably to an act of parlia- 
ment tlnni ill force; and the lady bad to apply to the Court of Exchequer to procure 
a Protestant instead of a Catholic taxation,* on the sale of tliese estates to Samuel 


* I'loni a copy of I he original dm!.'?. 

, • “'I'hc l ight luMiourabk* the barons of her Majesty’s Court of Exchequer. 

Whereas eompla*int being made by the owrfers and oeeuyiers of lands lying in the parisli of liird- 
hrook, in the liiindred of HMckford/in the said county of Ksse.\;,^unlo us Iny* Majesty’s eommissioners, 
amongst otliers, for putting in execution an act of parliament, intituled, An Act for granting an aid to hci 
Majesty, to he raist'd by a land-tax in Great Britain, for the service of the ybar one thousand seven hun- 
<lr<*d and eleven, and acting in the hundred of HinckUud aforesaid, That the lands lying in* the said 
jiarisii of Birdhrook, in the said hundred, are charged witli more than four shillings in the pound upon 
the .yearly value (reckoning by the rack rents, and liiglicst improvement made of their estates), by reason 
that the lands of a Papist, lying in the said parish of BirdbVook, were in the fourth year of the reign of 
the late King William and Queen Mary, assessed tV) pay double the rates then made, which lands since arc 
come to a Protestant by purchase, bom fide, and arc therefore now liable only to a single assessment. 

“And whereas, by the power and authority to us given in and by the said a#t, \vc have examined into the 
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Rush, Esq. of Clapham, in Surrey. Mr. Morant’s statement, that this transaction chap. 
took place in 1714, appears to be erroneous; the agreement between Lady Howard 
and Mr. Rush was executed the 16th day of January, 1716, but the purchase was not 
completed till the death of Lord Howard, two or three years after. There were 
included in this purchase, besides the manor of BIrdbrook, the following estates in 
this parish: Bayley Hill farm, the Eagle farm, Parkwood, Rogers at the corner of 
Parkwood, the advowson of the rectory, and the water-mill at Bathorne End, called 
in the writings a double-water corn-mill. 

In 1724, John Rush, Esq. succeeded his father in these estates, which, in 1767, he 
bequeathed to his brother, Samuel Rush; from whom, in 1783, they descended to Sir 
William Beaumaurice Rush, knt. of Wimbledon House, in Surrey. The manor- 
house is near the church, and tlui view from the back part of the building, over a 
well-wooded country, \s extensive and singularly beautiful. 

Bathorne, or Baythorne Hall manor, in Domesday named Barberitnani, in Edward Hatin.i lu . 
the Confessor’s reign was in the possession of a thane named Inguar; and at the general 
survey belonged to Ralph, the brother of Ilgar. It aftcu’wards Injcaine tin? iiih(*rilance 
of the Wanton liimily, seated at Ashdon and Wimbisli. Sir John de Wanfouheld 
this estate, by serjeancy, of the Lady Elizabeth de Burgh. On his <leath, in 1347, 
he was succeeded by his son, Sir John de Wanton, whose widow, Margar(?t, had it 
as part of her jointure, and which, on her death, descondocl to his two daughters, 
Elizabeth' married to Robert Pakenhani, and Margaret, whose liusband’s name was 
Harleston, and each left a son, co-heir of the estate; which, on the death of Robert 
Pakenhain, in became the sole property of his kinsman Ivo, the son of John 

Harleston, who died in 1403. 

The next possessor of this estate, on rcconl, was Edward MacjwiHiam, of the 
family of that name, of Stamboiirnc Hall. He held it, in 1 179, of Cicely, mother of 
King Edward the Fourth, as of tlie honour of Stambourne. John was his son and 

mutter of the complaint, and Iteinp satisfied in tlie truth thereof, do certify that the hoiioiirahle. 

(icorKO, lord Howard, a Papist, was formerly donbly faxed in the said jjarisli «>f Jiirdlnook, and that the 
double tax upon his estate did amount to the sum of one Iniiidred and twelve ifounds ; and ih(‘ sum of fifty- 
six pounds, charged by virtue of this present jfet upon the lands in the^'jaid iJ.irish of Hirdbrook, by oeea- 
sion of these lafids being now liable to aTsinglr assessment as aforesaid, dotli^'xeeed four shillings in the 
pound of the true yearly value thereof. Given under uiir hands and seals, the sixteenth day of June, in 
the tenth yoar of the reign of our sovereign lady Anne, by the grace of (Jod, of Great lliitain, France, and 
Ireland, queen, defender of the faith, Ac. 

“ J. Ue/idish, J. Marshall, J. Sparrow, John Kemp, J. l*iper.” 

“ Anno Dom. 1711.” 

A true copy of the original certificate is now in the possyssion of George Gent, Esq. of Moyns. 

• The lady, after the death of her husband, returned to the profession of Protestantism ; an<l dying in 
1746, was bilried in the chapel of St. Nicholas, in Hatfield Peverel. 
f Arms of i’akenham : Argent, a fesse ermine, cotised sable. 
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liOOK II. iieiv; and his great grandson, Henry Macwilliam, Esq. died in J539, holding this 
estate of tin* dean and chapter of Stoke; whose son Henry, his successor, married 
Mary, widow of the celebrated Sir John Cheke, and daughter and co-heiress of 
Ili(;hard Hill, Esq. He died in 1586, and his widow had the fifth part of this manor 
in dower, till her decease in 1616. Henry, their only son, was killed in a duel, in 
1599; and their five daughters being co-heircsscs of the estate, the four youngest of 
them sold their respective shares to Sir John Stanhope, knt. who had married their 
eldest sister Margaret.* He was created baron of Harrington in 1605, and died in 
1620, leaving two daughters, and his son and heir, Charles, lord Stanhope of Har- 
rington, who married Dorothy, sister to Edward Barrett, lord Newburgh, and, in 
1648, he and his lady, by indenture, conveyed this estate to George Pyke, Esq. whose 
daughter Elizabcjth, marrying John Crouch, Esq. of Buntingford in Hertford shire, f 
had this csfalt* for her portion. The issue by this marriage was Pyke, .Tohn, and 
Thomas. Pyke Crouch, Esep was of the Middle Temple, and married Catharine 
Carew, daughter of a Turkey merchant, by whom he had John, George, Thomas, 
and Catharine. John Pyke Crouch, Esq. of Bathorne End, married Sarah, only 
daughter of Sir John Bendish, knt. of Bumsted Steeple. 

The manor-house of Bathorne Hall is on the banks of the Stour. It was fonnerly 
the mansion-house to this (‘state, and the residence of the Macwilliam family. The 
Gothic arches, particularly the one over the back door, which is similar to the one 
introduced in the reign of Henry the Seventh, show it was either rebuilt or under- 
went a considerable r(q)air by one of the Macwilliam family, the then possessor. 
Most probably the latter, for the handsome stone chimney at the east end Avas cer- 
tainly of earli(‘r dat(‘. Had the house been rebuilt, the chimney most probably 
Avoiild have been of brierk, which, in Henry the Seventh’s reign, began to be very 
fashionable. 

‘ n.ithrti IK* The park and adjoining lands were a prior and separate purchase from Bathorne Hall, 
and a capital Inal^.^don, situated opposite to what is now the Swan Inn, was taken down, 
and the materials used in building the present mansion. These lands, in 1591, were 
tin* property of Robert Rewse, who resided in the mansion, but whether they were 
devised at his death, in 1616, to his son Robert, is not knoAvn. They were afterAvards 
the property of Fitz- Ralph Chamberlain, Esq. avIk^ sold the mansion and lands to 
Thorfias Thompson, of London: his executors conveyed them, by deed of sale, in 

* Kdwjird, son of Sir Kdward Kingsmill, sold his share, in 1014, to John, lord Harrington ; and Charles, 
lord Harrington, purchased another part of Charles Cott([)n,(£!sq., as he did the other parts from the rest 
of the heirs.— From the writings. 

t There is an account of the Crouch family in Sir Henry Chauncy's History of Hertfordshire, p. 129. 
Their arms are : Argent, on a pale, sable, three crosses patt6, or; within a bordure engrailed, of the second. 
Arms of Pyke : Azure, three pikes naiant, or. 
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1640, to George Pyke, Esq. of Binsted, in the county of Southampton, whose son, chap. \'. 
George Pyke, Esq. of Mildred, in Cambridgeshire, built the present mansion in 1668, 

It contains seven rooms upon the ground floor, and, instead of ebambers over the hall, 
a balustraded gallery surrounds it, which gives a communication to four bed-rooms, 
and adds a magnificence to the hall not met with in the present mode of building. 

This gallery was the promenade for the ladies (?vcry Thursday, when it was the fashion 
to keep open house for all visitors who chose to call and regale themselves, whether 
neighbours or strangers. This festive and hospitable custom ceased at the death of 
the first John Pyke, or soon after the year 1738. 

Formerly in the dining-room window there were two ovals, with the arms of Wil- 
liam Pyke and Mary Upton, and John Crouch and Elizabeth Pyke, painted on glass; 
and, over the hall door, three escutcheons, with the arms of different possessors, cut 
in stone. In the year 1801, the gate and court walls were taken down, and the house 
new fronted, sashed, and greatly improved by the present possessor, George Pyke, Esq. 

The park, which was formerly stocked witli deer, lias several fine oak pollards; 
one, handsomer than the others, ^s about half way between the south-west corner of 
the house and the park pales; the branches grow so regular as to form a circle, whose 
diameter is upwards of eighty feet. 

Harsted or Hastings Green, is a hamlet to Birdbrook, surrounded by the parishes Haisted 
of Finchingfield, Stambourne, and Steeple Bumstead; a junction of the two latter 
entirely divide it from the parish of Birdbrook: it is three miles from the church. 

The principal estates in, the hamlet are Harsted Hall and Syinples, now called 
Ilarsted Green Farm, and part of Messiugs. 

Harsted or Hastings Hall, is a reputed manor, supposed to have d(»rived its name Hamtd 
from Robert de Hastings, who, in the reigns of Edward the Second and Third, 
held, of the honour of Clare, two knights’ fees in Birdbrook, Foxearth, and Harlow. 

This estate is believed to have formed part of the fees belonging to Richard de 
Clare, earl of Gloucester and Hertford, who died in 1262; it^Vas hidden under him 
by Simon de Blaveny, and is^upposed afterwards to have come into the possession of 
the Wanton family, and of the Pakenhams, one of their co-heirs. In 1499, George 
Pakenhara, of Hempstead, died without issue, holding this estate of the king, as of 
the honour of Clarfc. Margaret ^syid Elizabeth, his brother’s daughters, were his co- 
heiresses. Of these, Elizabeth marrying John Heron, son iff Sir John Heron, of 
Hackney, had by him Richard Heron, who, by his wife Jane, daughter of Aiulrew 
Benloes, of Finchingfield, had Sir Edward Heron, created serjeant-at-law in Hilary 
Term 1594, and constituted one of ^ the barons of the exchequer in 1607. His first 
wife was Anne, daughter of David Vihcient, Esq. of Lincolnshire, by whom he had 
Edward, John, and William: his second wife was Dorothy, daughter of Anthony 
Maxey, Esq. of Bradwell| near Coggeshall, by whom he had James Heron, Esq. of 
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^ his wife Anne, daughter of Sir Henry Brook, knt. had Edward and Henry. The 
estate was purchased of this family by Thomas French, who died in 1629, and it after- 
wards became the property of Thomas Walford, Esq. by marriage with whose daugh- 
ter it was conveyed to George Gent, Esq. of Moynes, wliose descendant is the present 
possessor. 

Bayicy This farm is about a mile from the church, at the west end of the green, called 
Bay ley Hill. Bayley Hill is a corruption of the word Ballium, an outer or inner court, 
or fortification. This is on the contrary side of the parish from the military way, 
neither are there any traces of intrenchments at this time to be seen; yet probably there 
were foniHU-ly, as the iiaino implies, and would have continued till this day, had not 
the plough and the spade been found more beneficial to mankind than the sword and 
the spear. It certainly is a fine situation for a fortress or an encampment, being the 
most (devated spot of groinnl in the parish; and lately, in land-draining a field adjoin- 
ing I’arkwood, called Mortlocks in the map, some antiquities were found at the 
north corner, where, upon a more minute investigation, there is the appearance of a 
fosse having been tilled. 

This farm was purchased, with the other estates in Birdbrook, by Samuel Hush, 
Esij. in 1716. A cottage in Lower T^eys pasture, since taken down, and some lands 
ciilled Polloys, were aftc'rwards purchased by him, and annexed to this farm: the 
whole is now the property of Sir William Beaumuurice Hush, knt. 

Vanini'^ All (‘State, consisting of two farms called the Moat ami Fowels, as appears by an 

old map of the parish, of the date of 1591, was the property of Mortlock. It 

aften-wards became part of the estate of Sir Gervase Elwes, hart, of Stoke College, 
Suffolk, from whom it passed to Sir Harvey Elwes, who entailed it first on his 
nephew, John Elwes and his heirs; and, in default of such issue, to John Timms 
Harvey Elwes, grandson of his sister Amy. Upon the death of Sir Harvey Elwes, in 
1763, it came to .Tohii* iElwcs, Esq. who, in 1789, was succeeded by J. T. II. Elwes, 
a colomd in the army, who afterwards arrived at the rank of a general. On his death, 
h(» left his estates to his eldest sou, John l^*lyne Elwes, Es(j. To the same pi’oprietor 
also belongs Hnnnicks*, or Honenecks, which, from Sir John Mordaunt, knt. passed 
to Uiclnird Tyrell, Es(j. and was sold by him, in .1563, to Willirf'm King*. It after- 
wards ludonged to thcTamily of Pepys, and was sold by Samuel Symonds Pepys, Esq. 
of ("amhridge, to Sir Harvey Elwes. 

Vn'ircws. \ named Andrews has continued more than three hundred years the property 
(d* the Gciut family, being part of the Moynes^ estate in Steeple Bumstcad, which 
came by the marriage of William Gent with .foan, daughter of William Moyne, Esq. 
about the year 1479. 

Mr. Morant, in his History of Essex, says it was pur(;^ased by the above Joan 
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Gent, in 1494, but the following extracts from the original deeds, prove it their pro- CHAP. v. 
perty prior to this date. • 

“ March Ist, 1472, twelfth of Edward the Fourth, a feoffment from Thomas Stoke, 

William Gent, and Joane his wife, to Thomas Westlc and Robert Aglewood, of the 
mahor of Moynes, &c.” Another deed mentions, ‘‘ September 6th, twentieth of 
Edward the Fourth, in 1480, Thomas Bendish the elder. Esq. makes a warrant of 
attorney to John Holyohe, to make livery and seizin of the manor of Moynes to Joane, 
the wife of William Gent, Esq.” 

Remarkable springs were, in the time of the Saxons, much resorted to by invalids, 
on whom they wrought, through their medicifial virtues, what were then considered 
miraculous cures: this led the monks to monopolise and dedicate them to their 
favourite saints, to whose intercession in heaven, and their prayers on earth, they art- 
fully attributed the advantages received. The name of this estate is from a well of 
this description, dedicated to St. Chad, and is also distinguished hy the circumstance 
of there having been numerous Roman antiquities dug up here, in Oxley field. In 
1591, it was the property of Edward Whitehead, who was succeeded in this possession 
by Dr. Clark, from whom it was conveyed, hy will, to Mr. John Hudson, and, by 
marriage with his daughter, to David Barley, Esq. of Youngsbury, in Hertfordshire. 

The Wash or Shop farm, in the old map called Leainaifs, is a copyhold of Bird- ^ 
brook Hall. It belonged to E. Thompson, Esq. of Haverhill, whose daughter carried 
it, by marriage, to Robert Finn. In 1737, it belonged to Richard Finn, then to 
I'homas Webb, whose executors sold it to Dr. Gibbon, of Iladlcigh, at whose death, 
in 1804, it Avas bought by John Frost, the tenant; he dying in 1807, it was purchased 
by Mr. G. Rawling, of Andrews farm. 

This mill is of very ancient date, notwithstanding Lord Kaimes’ observation, “ that Watcr- 
we ha<l neither water-mills or ^vind-mills in England in the reign of Henry the Eighth.” 
l4or<l Kaimes made no allowance for the improvement of arts between the south and 
north countries; he judged from the Earl of Northumborlaud^s ho/iyehohl book, which 
mentions their using the horse-mill at that time: he justly obsfjrvcs, the first invention 
we read of for grinding corn was the querns or hand-mills, next the horse-mill; im- 
mediately to the horse-mill succeeded the wattfi*-niill, and, last of all, the wind-mill.* 

Water-mills are mentioned i/u the old charters, as earlv as the years 664 and 944, 

. * . ,, ft * • 

and wind-mills as early,as the reign of King John. 


* 1 lu; stiit(Mnt*nt in the text, furniKhed by a learned and able writer, is no doul)t correct as to ^ 
the main point. That water-mills, however, were not confined tc the south of Kngland, at the eiirly 
period referred to, the followifig very curiou.s "instance seems to prove. “ We are told by lloger Horeden, 
that in the year l‘ilH, Kustace, abbot of Hay, in XoriiAindy, Cciine into Kngland, preaching the duty of 
extending the Sabbath from three o'clock on Saturday afternoon to sun-rising on Monday moiiiing, for 
which he pleaded the authority of an epistle written by Jesus Christ, and found on the altar of St. Simon, 
YOL. I. 4 K 
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In the year 1200, there was a wind-mill standing near the nunnery, at Canterbury. 

In the ye&r 1555, there was a wind-mill upon Messing farm, in this parish. 

When Richard de Clare removed the monks from Clare Castle to Stoke, he gave 
them the water-mill at Stoke in exchange for the water-mill at Clare. 

In the year 1225, it was ordained that millers should have but one half-penny for a 
quarter of wheat grinding; the price increased as the value of money was less, or the 
grain cheaper; hut of the poor people that, by gleaning or otherwise, were possessed 
of small quantities of corn, and could not pay in money for the grinding, a certain toll 
or portion of the meal to the value allowed was deducted: this was the origin of toll. 
Many other instances could be produced to show the antiquity of mills. Without 
any others, this mill at llathorne would have been sufiicient proof, for, at the time of 
the general survey of the kingdom, by order of William the Conqueror, notice was 
taken of the mill at Bathorne, in this parish, and entered in Domesday-book — 
“ Semper i molendinum tunc et post vaV vii libras, modo viii.” ' It then belonged to 
Ralph, brother of Inquar, the owner of Birdbrook Hall and Baythorne Hall; from 
him it passed, with those estates, to Roger, second son of Richard, earl of Clare, who 
granted it, Avith Birdbrook Hall est^ite, about the year 1113, to Ralph Pechc. 

In 1283, Gilbert, son of Hamo IVche, gave it, with the above estate, to King 
Edward the First and his Queen Eleanor. In 1294, the king gave it to the abbot an<l 
convent of Westminster; the abbey of Westminster was possessed of it till its sup- 
pression, 16th January, 1539, then, Avith Birdbrook Hall, it became the property of 
the croAvn. 

The 10th of June, 1541, King Henry the Eighth sold the manor of Birdbrook, 
advowsoTi of the rectory, and this water-mill, to Robert Tyrell, of Warwicks, in Essex. 

.This mill passed, by marriage, Avith the above manor, to Sir John Dalstou, of Cum- 
berland, Henry Gent and Thomas Gent, Esqs, of Bumstead, Sir Edmund Alleyn, 
hart, of Hatiield Peverel, Frauds Thompson, Esq. of Hambletoii, in Vorkshire, and 
Lord George Hojvard, aVIiosc Avife, T.iady Arabella, sold it, in 1716, to Samuel Rush, 
Esq.; it descended to John, his son, Avho Avas succeeded by his brother, Samuel Rush, 
,Esq. of Benhall, in the county of Suffolk. 

From the above, it appears that tile Avater-mjll has been part of the Birdbrook 
Hall estate, from the Con(|uest till the year 1779, Avkon it was Rold,*by Saipuel Rush, 
Esq. to Mr. Richard Fitch. 

The church is dedic^ated to St. Austin, and Jhe nave is of one pace Avith the chancel. 

.It The shrewd people of Yorkshire, however, (Hyveden’s own county) treated this fanatical 

monk as he deserved; but the historian gravely allirms, that the miller of Wakefield, persisting to work 
his mill after the appointed hour of cessation, tlfe corn w.as turned into blood, so as to fill a l.Argc vessel, 
while the mill-wheel stood uumovcablc, against all the water of CMcr'^'—ff^hitaker's Loidis in Elmet, 

p. *;^3. 
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The tower contains three bells: round the top of the great bell is inscribed, 

** Domini anno domini 1570. 


Upon the little bell : 


“ Riciiard Bowler, me fecit 1591. 

Upon the other bell: 

“ Peter Hawkcs made me, 1612.’* 


CHAP. V. 


Inscrip- 

tions. 


Upon the summit used to be a handsome weathercock^ given by Thomas Walford, 
Esq. of Harsted Hall. 

The church was in a dilapidated state in 1793, when it was repaired at considerable 
expense by the inhabitants; a singing gallery was also put up, with seats underneath 
for the Sunday-school children, several new pews were erected, by George Gent, 
Es(j. Thomas Walfdrd, Esq. Sir W. B. Rush, and J. T. II. Elwes, Esq. and the 
whole church tastefully painted.'^ 

On the south side of the chancel, between the door and altar, is the following in- 
scription, written in letters of gold : 


“ To the iiKTHory of liia dear friemls who lie interred underneath and adjoining, uiz. 

Mrs. Mary Fox, Mrs. Klizabeth Head, and Mrs, Mary Head, being the grandmother, 
mother, and sister of the present rector, 1736; examples of piety, aflection, and 
friendship.” 

Near ili(» door of the* rector’s pew, on a free stone, is the following inscription: 

“ Here lyeth Symon Rew.se, wlio died the second daye of Ivly, an® doiii 1587.” 

The family of Rewso had very (!onsiderahlc possessions in Birdhrook, as we find, liy 
the map of the parish taken in 1591. Bathorne park, (which was then in separate 
enclosures, ) Whitley, f and several other estates, belonged ty a branch of this family, 
whose mansion was taken down by George Pyke, Esq. when he JniVlt Bathorne House, 
in 1668. When the south* shle of the chancel was taken down to he rebuilt, in 1801, 
behind one of the buttresses was discovered a stone, inscrihq<l — 

‘‘The .body lit. R?ws.«scn. who denarted .this life. — of Avgvst, 

nrn" 16 l(i.*’ 

The above, it is pr(;sumed, was to the memory of Robert Rewse, who, in the year 
1591, possessed those lands, after wards* enclosed for a park at Bathorne, likewise some 
other adjoining. 

* The corbels of the roof spandrels were formerly dcicorated with carved images, (which were;>awn 
in the reign of Edward the Sixth, or during CromweU’s wars,) and are now ornamented with the arms of 
the diflTerent proprietors of Ij^nd in this parish. 

t Writings of the estate. 
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BOOK 11. Upon tho .south side of the communion rails lies a slab of black marble; it had for- 
merly the portraiture of a woman cut out and inlaid with brass; at the corners were 
four escutcheons: only one of them remained when Mr. Holman collected his church 
notes, but that was sufficient to prove the* slab to have been placed over a branch of 
the Peche family. 

Round the cu’cumference of the slab — 

“ De terre fuy fait et forin<*, et eu tcire suy rctourne jadys. Dicu dt* iiralme 
cit pit(!, Aiiion.*** 

Translation: 

** Out of earth wait I formed and made, and unto earth must 1 at length return. 

God have mercy on. my soul, Amen.” 

The above inscription has no date, but its being in old French shews that it was 
earlier than 1400, after which period French inscriptions rarely occur. 

Against the north wall there is a very neat monument of white and veined marble, 
with the arms of Pyke empaling Bendish. 

Inscription: 

“ i4Itermc inemoriaj sacrum. 

Near thi.s place lie the bodies of George Pyke, of Bathornc. House, in this parish, 

Ks(j. and John Pyke, his nephew and heir, who departed this life the 3d of December, 

1738, aged .sixty-nine. He married Surah, daughter of Sir John Bcndi.Hh, bart. and 
died without issue, 

“ Also, John Pyke, nephew of the latter, who departed this life the 2 1 st June, 1760, 

'aged sixty-two; and Ann, hi.s wife, who died February 21st, 1762, aged sixty.” 

« 

Under the preceding is a small oblong scpiare of white marbh;, witli the arms of 
Walford and Goldegay, ^n.scribed — 

“ Beneath this jiew door lietli the body of Ann, niece flf John Pyke, Esq. of 
Bathornc House, and wdfe of James Walford, of Whitley, gent. She died August 0th, 
anno Domini 17r)3.’< 

Upon the south wall of the cWrch is a mural monument of siefma and white marble, 
with the arms of Walford and following inscription; 

“ James Walford, of Whitley, gent, the brother of Thomas Walford, Ksq. of 
Harsted Hall, in this parish, died September 4th, 1743. 

“Ann, the wife of James Walford, and nicce; of* John Pyke, Esq. of Bathorue 
House, died August 6th, 1753. 

* Holman’s MS. of Hiuckford Hundred, in the Bodleian Library at Oxfor^ 

+ Sec Mr. Gough’s Sepulcliral Monuments, p. 104. 
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** Thomas Walford, of Whitley, in this parish, son of the above James and Ann, 
died March 9th, 1750. Elizabeth, his wife, died June 5th, 1789. 

** Ah ! Rlizabetha, matrum o])tima, mulieram amantissima, vale !" 

Translation: 

“ Ah ! Elizabeth, best of iiiuthers, most affectionate of women, farewell !** 

In the middle of the church, upon a small square of white marble — 

“ James Walford, of Whitley, obiit 1743.** 

At the foot of the font — 

“ Thomas Walford, of Whitley, obiit 1756.** 

Between the precedinj^ and the north door — 

“ Elizabeth, the wife of Thomas Walford, of Whitley, obiit June 5th, 1789.'* 

The above squares of white marble are laid over the graves of the persons whose 
memory they perpetuate. 

On a tablet against the north wall — 

Martha Hlewit, of the Sw^an Inn, at Batlioinc End, in this parish, buried xMay 
7th, 1681. She was the wife of nine husbands successively, but the ninth outlived 
• her.** 

“ Also,Uol\crt Hb^an, of this parish, was the husband of seven wives successively. 

He married Ann I/ivcrmere, his seventh wife, January 1st, 1739.** 


At the tmtrance of the south door of the church lies a very ancient stone, the. under- 
side uppermost, and now made a part of the pavement. The other side is prismatic, 
with a cross. To whom it appertained is uncertain, or from what part of the church it 
was taken : it probably belonged to a coffin of one df the JL^eche family, who were 
lords of the manor from 1114 to 1283. • ’ ^ 

t 

These stones were in fashion about the year 1 !(>(), and used as lids to the stone 
coffins of persons eminent for their piety, but mostly for eccLesiastics. As tliis coffin* 
lid is probably co-iival with the building of the church, ijt is not,uiilikely to have been 
the founde/s; for theirs were not always, though generally, placed for safety within 
the wall, and an arch tuMed over them, similar to that in the south wall of the chiircli 
at Toppesfield, which has upon it a crosd^ in bas-relief. 

That the church was not built prior to the above date, the architecture sufficiently 
proves, and it likewise has the apphaimncc of being one of the earliest in the Gotliic 
style; the simple pointed arch over the windows (particularly the east window) without 
the ramifications afterwards introduced, the clustered pillars of the arch at the west 
end, the thickness of the walls, and the small supports on the north side, all indicate the 


CHAP. V. 
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lUrtoiN . 


time of the early, or what perhaps Mr. Warton calls the Saxon Gothic, introduced 
about the year 1200. 

Between the north door of the church and the belfry formerly stood the old font, 
a square block of stone, supported by an octagon shaft, Avith a circular base, containing 
a leatlen bason, two feet diameter, originally intended for the total immersion of the 
infant; at the bottom a hole, to let off the consecrated water, which, in the early ages, 
used to be kept in the font. In 1236 it was not to remain more than seven days after 
th(! baptism of an infant. By the second of Edward the Sixth, it was directed to be 
changed once a month at least. 

From the clumsy and iimrouth appearance of this font, it is supposed to have been 
one of th<»se which originally stood abroad, and Avas brought into the church at the 
lime that baptism and the rite of sepulture were transferred to the rural churches, 
for fouls in llu* primitive times Avere not in the churches; but the custom of those early 
ages was to baptize in rivers and fountains; and that custom being discontinued through 
persecution, fonts Avere erected in private houses, and, in more peaceable ages, they 
made bold to build their fonts a little distance from the church; afterwards, they 
obtained leave to set ihern in the church porch; at last, they got them into the church; 
but they Avere not placed in every chunjh immediately, for, at the first, they Avere 
found only in the catIuMiral church, Avherc the bishop resided; and, though service 
might be said in the lesser minster and rural churches, yet the right of sepulture 
and baptism belonged to the cathedral church, unless it- was in cjise of necessity; and 
it was therefore calhHl the mother church. 

In succeeding ages, Avhen it Avas found that the mother church Avas too far distant 
from sj)in(» villages, and so siUiated in the Avinter that the people could not repair 
tiiither, consideration Avas had of this inconvenience, and the bishop took occasion 
hence to transfiir the rite of baptism and sepulture to the rural churcJies; and this, 
together Avith the right of tithts, made it a parish church of that kind which Ave noAv 
have.* 

For a very handsome octiigon font, with a fine painting by Cooper, of Jesus bap- 
, •tise<l of John, in Jonlan, the parish is indebted to the liberality of T. Walford, Esq. 
by Avhom it Avas presented, Avben the church was f epaired in 1793. . 

In the reign of Henry the Third, Gilbert Peclie*^ was patron of the fectory, and 
gav<? it, with Birdbrook Hall estates, to King EdAvard the First, Avho presented it to 
the abbot and convent of Westminster, Avith Avhom it continued till the general dis- 
solution of monasteries. Then it was sold, the thirty-third of Henry the Eighth, by 
the croAvn, to Robert Tyrell, to be held of the king in capite, by knight’s service; 
after Avhich it appears the rectory was *iigain in the crown, for Queen Elizabeth pre- 
sented to this church in 1571 and 1572; but, not many years after, it was granted 

* Phillips’s View of the Civil and Ecclesiastical Law. 
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to the Dalstons; for, in 1581, the twenty-third of Elizabeth, a licence was granted to chap. v. 
John Dalston to alienate the manor, mill, and advowson of Birdbrook, to Thomas 
Gent and Richard Talstow: after which it appears that Henry Gent presented to 
this church in 1601, and, upon the next vacancy, which was not till 1632, reverting 
again to the Dalstons, Sir John Dalston did the same. 

Frances Gent, grand-daughter to Henry Gent, who married Dorothy Dalston, 
carried the presentation, by marriage, to Sir Edmund Alleyn, bart.; they dying 
before the living became vacant, the next person was presented by the guardians of 
their daughter, Arabella Alleyn, then a minor; she afterwards presented, jointly with 
her husband, Francis Thompson, in 1681. After the death of Mr. Thompson, she 
married Lord George Howard, and, in 1702, presented Stoplien Thompson. 

In 1716, she sold the advowson to Samuel Rush, Esq. in whose family it has con- 
tinued to tlie present time. 

This church being ‘at some distance from the public roads, in a retired situation, 
accounts for the number of marriages, which, in the early part of the registcjr, aj)pe»fir 
extraordinary, being, in 1666, twenty; but, since the act passed, the twenty-sixth of 
George the Second, to prevent clandestine mdrrlages, the average from 1756 to 1780, 
is only three annually, and, from 1780 to 1790, four.* 

In 1821, this parish contained four hundred and sixty, and, in 1831, live hundred 
and fifteen inhabitants. 


STUllMEll, or STURMERE. 

Sturmere occupies the north-west extremity of the hundred of Hinckford, and is stnnnuc 
bounded northward by the river Stour, from the border of which there formerly (‘x- 
tended a mere or lake, which gave its name to the parish, and which was estnnated 
to (jover twenty acres of land; the (nrcumference’of the whole? parish being twenty 
miles, and a considerable brook passing over it, which, supplies abuiiilarujo of water.f 
The distance from Castle Hedingham is nine and a half, and A*oin J^oudoii fifty-s(‘veii 
miles. • 

This parish, in the time of Edward the Confessor, was in two nearly equal por- 
tions, occupied by a free man ami a^frcc woman: but, in the record of Dom(?sday, it 
is stated to be in the •individmij .possession of Tihell flic Briton, who had also the 
adjoining parish of Bumstead Hclion, with lands in Aslidon, iLid winter, and ^J^ilbury, 

• The liditor takes this opportunity of pfratefullf acknowlodginjif the kindness of I’hoinas VValford, Esq. 
of Whitley, the historian of his native parish of Uirdbiook; who, with irreat ^enerosity, granted permis- 
sion to our comnion friend, the Uev. Charlps Fisher, rector of Oviiigtoii, to make any extracts (howesei 
copious) from that philosophical work, which lie iniglit eou.sidcr useful to the Editor : who cannot omit 
to state his further obligations to Mr. Fisher, for his kind and valuable assistance in obtaining informati»*K 
relative to many parislies in his neighbourhood. 

t Average annual produce jAjr acre — wheat ‘iS?, barley ‘-iS, oats 16 bushels. 
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»U)OK II. near Clare. This lordship of Sturmere was part of the barony of Helion, which was 
given, by Queen Maud, to Alberic de Vere, the first carl of Oxford. 

In the time of King Henry the Third, William, son of Roger, and John Cham- 
berlain, held lands in Sturmere, which the king took into his own possession; and 
Robert de Chamberlain was found to hold lands and tenements here of the king. 
Gcofrey was his son. William Fitz- William, Burnham, and William Gilford had 
also part of this estate in 1266. 

The Goldingham family were the next possessors, of whom William died here, in 
1318, who was succeeded by his son John, who held the manor of Sturmere of John 
<le Burnham, with the advowson of the church, by the service of a pair of gilt spurs, 
value six-pence: he also held other possessions, and, on his decease in 1338, was suc- 
ceeded by his son John; but his widow, Catharine, married to John Fermcr, held 
this estate till her death in 1358 . 

Sir Henry de Coggeshall died in 1375, holding these possessions, whose son. Sir 
William de Coggeshall, left four daughters, co-heiresses; and Blanch, the eldest, 
having, this estate, conveyed it to her husband, John Doreward, Esq. of Booking, 
who hehl it, with the advowson of the church, under Anne, duchess of Buckingham, 
as of her manor of Haverhill, by fealty, suit of court, and rent of twelve-pence per 
annum. On his death, without issue, in 1495, his three co-heiresses were his sister 
Elizabeth’s daughttjrs; Margaret, wife of Nicholas Bewpre; Elizabeth, wife of Henry 
'riiursby; and Christian, wife of John do Vere. But Margaret, the widow, was 
married to Sir Janies Hobard, and, with her husband, held the manor till her decease 
in 1512. In 1524, the estate was in the possession of John Claydon, from whom it 
passed, in 1553, to C^Jharles Ratlclifie, Esq. succeeded by John Radclifie, in which 
family this manor remained, till Ellen, an heiress, conveyed it, in marriage, to Robert 
Todfif of Carsey, in Suffolk. Robert Todd was their only son, who, marrying Bar- 
bara, daughUT of niomas Cole, of Walden, had Radcliffe, Margaret, Robert, Frances, 
Thomas, Ellen, jjn/1 Sifeaii. Robert Todd, the father, died in 1620, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son of the same name, who died in 1628, leaving, by Barbara, daughter 
, of Thomas Cole, of Walden, IladcliflPe, Margaret, Robert, Frances, Thomas, Ellen, 
and Susan. Radcliffe, the eldest son^ succeeding to the estate, was married and had 
Radcliffe, and Anne, Inarried first to Thomas Mortjock, and afterwards to George 
Gent,, Esq. of Moyns. On the decease of Radcliffe, the father, in 1663, his son and 
heir of the same name succeeded, and marrying Martha Unwin, had by her Radcliffe, 
Thomas, George, and Martha, married to Thomas Kembol, of London. On the 
death of Radcliffe Todd, in 1675, his wife was mapried to Thomas Ferrand, attorney- 
at-law, of Clare: and his son Radcliffe succeeding to the family estate, married Anne, 
daughter of Arthur Chaplin, of Robjents, in Fincbingfield; but, dying without issue, 
in 1697, was succeeded by Thomas Todd, his next brotl^r, who married Susan, 
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daughter of Robert Wankford, Esq. of Stambourne Hall, by whom he had lladcliffe, chap. v. 
Thomas, and Anne. On his decease, in 1710, he was succeeded by his eldest son, 

Radcliife, from whom the male line of the family has been continued successively in 
the names of Thomas, Thomas, Katlcliife, Pearl, Paul, to R. Pearl Todd,* Esq. the 
late possessor, who sold the estate, in 1832, to John Purkis, Esq.f whose family has 
long resided on their property in the parish. 

The church is a curious old building, very imperfectly lighted by small windows; Church, 
those of the chancel, three in number, and lancet-shaped; the openings widening 
inward, like the loop-holes of a Norman castle. The church and chancel are of flint 
and rubble-stone. The only entrance is on the south, under a Norman arch, with a 
single zig-zag ornament. 

A black marble stone on the ground bears the following inscription: — Inscrip- 

Here lies, the body of Thomas Ferrand, gent, attorney-at law, ever true to his 
friend, and just to his client : who had two wives, the first being the relict of Rad- 
eliffc Todd, gent, by whom he had one daughter; and the second being Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Parker, serjeant-at-law, by whom he had Thomas, Elizabeth, and 
Bridget. He died in 1689.** 


On a stone against the wall in the inside, near the entrance, is the following in- 
scription : — 


‘ s. M. 


“ Of Robert Todd, Esq. possessor of Stunner Hiill in IS/iO, after whose death, 
November l‘^th, 1020, the estate lineally descended thro* various brunches of the 
family to RadcHffe Pearl Todd, Esq. who died November 1st, 1799. Kliz: his wife, 
daughter of Mr. William Strutt, Boxford, Suffolk, died January (Hh, 179.S. 

“ Also, Sarah Eliza; daugh: of William Mussiiigberd, Esq. of Giinhy, Lincoln- 
shire, wife of the present possessor, died December 20tli, 1701. 

“ Also, Radeliffe Pearl Todd, Esq. husband of the above Sarah Eliza ; who died 
October ,Slst, 1813, aged 51.’* * 


A farm, named Parker’s, on Stunner Green, the’prope^^y of two maiden sisters, charitie's. 
wfis given to be divided between the parishes of Keddingtonr afnl Stunner, for the 
reparation of their respective churches, and toward the maintenance of their poor. 

Ill the year 1388, Robert, vi(;ar of Uenden, and others, gave sixty acres of arable* 
land, and thirteen of meadow, in this parish, to the Hospital o( St. Mary’s, of Bishops- 
gate-withbut, London. 

In 1821, this parish 'contained three hundred and eleven, and, in 1831, three hun- 
dred and twenty inhabitants.. 


* Arms of Todd : Vert, a wolf sailant grgent. 

t This parish, extending into Suffolk and Cambridgeshire, was formerly of much larger dimensions 
than at present ; in collecting the assessed land tiix, llaverhill and Ketton are entered on the books as 
hamlets to Sturmcre. The manor of Hersham Hall extends into Haverhill, Sturmere, and Buinsted 
Helion : but it properly beldngs to this last-named parish. 

VOL. I. 4 L 
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Biiinstcd 

St(!cp](;. 


Manor 

BendiHli. 


BUMSTED* STEEPLE. 

Two parishes in Essex have been named Bumstcd, and this in Hinckford hundred 
is distin^ruished by the appellation of Steeple, as it is found written in records and 
deeds, Buinsted Steeple, or Bumsted ad Turrim, according to Nordenf, on account of its 
having been distinguished at an early period by a tower or steeple, near the road from 
Haverhill to Bathorne Bridge, J where remains of entrenchments may yet be traced. 

In ancient records, the name is written Bamested, Bumsted, Bummested. This 
parish is delightfully situated, the soil heavy, but well-watered and very fertile.§ The 
village is considerably larger than those of the neighbouring parishes, and continues 
to increase, yet the inhabitants appear almost entirely dependant for a livelihood on 
agricultural eniployiiients. It is distant from Haverhill four, from Castle Hedingham 
eigljt, and from London fifty miles. 

In the reign of Edward the Confessor, this extensive parish belonged to Queen 
Edith, tliirtecn freemen, and four sochmen. At the time of the Domesday survey, 
it was in tlu^ divided possession of William de Warren, Eustace, earl of Boulogne, 
and Alan, son of the earl of Bretagne. In succeeding ages these lordships were divided 
into eight manors, or capital estates. 

'riic manor-house of Bendish is Indf a mile distant from the church. It is contiguous 
to Old Park. The name is derived from the Bendish family, who were seated here 
at an c?arly period. 

Pett»r, the son of Nicholas, at Berne, in Steeple Bumsted, iif 1309, sold all his lands 
and poss(?ssions there to Thomas, the sou of Ralph de Bendish, of Rad winter, and 
Alice his wife, and .bdin their son and heir, from whom the family estates descended 
through s(.'veral generiitions, to Thomas Bendish, Esq. who, at the time of his decease 
in 1M7, Indd this manor of the abbot of Westminster, by fealty, ami rent of twelve 
pence per anniiin, in lieu of all services. He had also the manors of Lachehios, and 
messuages and lan(|s<callecl Bloyes, Royles, Ropcotes, Fitz-Aleyns, and Baylours, in 
this parisli.il 

• ** 'riu! last syllabic of this iviiiic is Saxon, and clearly understood; but the first is not so certainly 
rccoKnised in its proper sound and ineaninir: if, as wc arp assrired by a learned correspondent, the true 
explication and writing of tins name be Bapiiiyteb, a place or station nmon^ sweet-sinelliyjf flowers,*' 
it is bcaiifjifiilly siKiiilicaiit, as applied to the rich and luxuriant meadows of this pleasant district. Bump- 
stead is undoubtedly a vulirarisin. 

t It is also named Bumsted Parva, though it is of largiA* extent than Bumsted Helion. 

• X ^»i'\ey of Essex, MS. 

§ *rbe fine old pastures and dairy farms in thi.s neighbourhoad, formerly amounting to fifteen hundred 
acres, were reinaikable, about eighty years ago, for the production of a large supply of cheese, in high 
estimation in the London market. 

11 He held alsi> the manor of Bendish, in Radwintcr, of Edward Brook, lord de Cobham; and the manor 
of Mortisfawsse, in Ashton, of John de Clupton. Ex. Curtis Hen. Bendish, Iflirt. 
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The ancient manor-house of this estate is mentioned in records in 1323, and 
appears from that time under the names of Dour Hall, Boor Hall, and BromhalL* 
In 1380, it formed part of the possessions of Sir John Knivet, chief justice of the 
king’s bench, and lord chancellor in the reign of Edward the Third, and was held by 
him of the heirs of lady Eve, of Audley: John Knivet was his son, but Alianor, his 
widow, held part of the estate under Lord de Morle, till her decease in 1388. It was 
afterwards in the possession of Thomas Rolf and several other persons, and was pur- 
chased by Robert Cooke, rector of Little Shclford, whose heiress, Maud Jaggard, of 
Stapleford, disposed of it to Thomas Bendish, the younger, in 1432,f and from this 
period Bower Hall became the chief residence of the Bendish family. 

The original surname of the Bendish family was Westley, which they exerhanged 
for the name of a considerable lordship in Rad winter. Peter de Westley appears to 
have been the first jvho assumed the name of Bendish: he lived here in the time of 
King John, and of King Henry the Third. George, his son, marricul Margaret, 
daughter and heiress of Richard de Burghwell, by whom he had Ralph do W(»stley 
BcMidish, Esq. of Radwinter, who, marrying Agnes, daughter and heiress of John de 
Grannccster, had Ralph, who, by Idonea, daughter and heiress of Henry Griggs, 
had John, who died without issue, and Thomas and Richard: of these, Richard mar- 
ried Margery, daughter of John Bullen, or Butler, of Walden, by whom he had 
Agnes, his only daughter, married to John Mordaunt, Es<|. of Turvey, in Bedford- 
shire, ancestor of the earls of Peterborough. Thomas, the eldest surviving son and 
heir, was tin? first of the family who adopted the name of Bendish without that of 
Westhiy: he was also the first of the family who purchased lands here. He married 
Alice, daughter of William Helion, of Bumsted Ilelion, and had by her .yohii and 
Robert. On his decease in 1342, his eldest son John succeeded; by his Avife Alice, 
daughter of Sir Robert Rosse, he had Edmund, Avho was with King Edward the 
Third at the siege of Calais, in 1347, and who also, Avith Wythorpe, rector of Hal- 
stead, is recorded to have pven £100 to the University chest, af Cambridge, founded 
by Walter Neel, in 134.3.J He died in 1392, leaving, by liis Avifo Alice, sister, and 
at length heiress to William de Bennington, Thomas and Edmund, the last of Avhoft*. 
died without isspe, in 1401. Thdnias married Margaret, daughter and co-heiress of 
Thomas Bradfield, of Barringftbn, in Cambridgeshire: and^ to his second Avife, had 
Alice, daughter and sdle heiress of Sir Walter Clopton, K. M. of Hadley, in* Suffolk. 
By this second Avife he had Thomas «f Hadley, William, and .John, founder of the 
Suffolk and Norfolk branches of the Bendish family: also two daughters, Elizabetlv 
married to John Huntingdon, jftuh Alice to Richard Oiigar, of Yeldham. By his 

* Ex Cartis, D. H. Bendish, hart. 

t Ibid. 

X This appears from a letter of thanks from the University, among the writings of the family. 
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BOOK II. first wife, Thomas Bendish, the father, had Edmund, progenitor of the Bendishes of 
Barrington, Thomas, Joan, married to John Wilford, Esq. of Crockeston, in Southamp- 
tonshire, and Alice, who was married to Walter Gerard, of this parish, who had 
with her £40 for her portion. Their father died in 1447,* * * § and was succeeded iq 
the Bumsted estate by Thomas, the second son by his first wife, who marrying, 
first, Joan, daughter of Fitz- Williams, had Richard and Thomas: and, marrying to 
his second wife Joan, daughter of John de Throckeldon, had by her Ralph, John, 
and Maud. He died in 1484,f and was succeeded by Richard, his eldest son, who 
died two years after his father, having married Anne Rawden, of Roydon Hall, by 
whom he had Margaret, and his son and heir Richard, who married Margaret, 
daughter jiiid heiress of John Newport, Esq. of Hertfordshire, and had by her .John 
and Margaret. The wife of John Bendish was Margaret, daughter of Thomas 
Crawley, Esq. of Wendon Loughts, by whom, on his decease in .158.5, he left his son 
Tlionias, his siiccessor.| He had four wives: Eleanor, daughter and co-heiress of 
John Ford, of Great Horkesley and Frating. By her he had John, who died an 
infant, and a second John, Thomas, Richard ;§ Barbara, married to Thomas Smyth, 
of Walsoken, in Norfolk; Mary, Elizabeth, married to John Pepys, of Cottenham, 
in Cambridgeshire; Eleanor, wife of Robert Bryan, of Bollngbroke, in IJncohishire; 
Margaret, and Elizabeth. The second wife of Tliomas Bendish was Thornasinc 
Fincham, who died in 1590. His third wife was named Alice, and died on the first 
year of her marriage. Margery, daughter of Kook Green, Esq. of Little Sampford, 
was his fourth wife. He died in 1603, at the age of sixty-three, having had no chil- 
dren by his three last wives. |1 Thomas,, his successor, was created a baronet in 1611. 


* This Tliomas foiindfd an obit in Clare pivory in 1400, in the writings of wliich is found a remarkable 
danse, importing, that “ if the said prior and convent did not duly observe the conditions of that obit, it 
should tlien he lawful for hin^ or his hvirs to enter their mansion and distrain jewels, if any found, to 
the ariioiiiit of .^'10, notwithstanding any papal or royal privilege.” — KegUster of ('lore Priory , fol. 54. 
This gentleman went <m a pilgrimage, a.s appears by a deed of hi.s, the tiSelfth of Henry the Seventh, 

f His second wife died in I4SH. 

• X He had also a son Robert, nf Bumsted Helion, and John, of Wiekingham, in Norfolk. — Pedigree, 

§ The first wife of this Uiehard was Elizabeth, danghtvr aiUl co-heiress of Edmund Swann! ngton, of 
Norfolk, by whtmi he had l''diiuind and Margaret. His second was Margaret, danghteiiof Thomas 
Golding, yf Karnham, in Suffolk, by whom he had John, Uiehard, William, aijd Elizabeth. 

II Besides the manors of Btuidish, Bower Hall, Bloy.s, and the mes.siiages of Rohtofts and Roy^es, witli 
the field called Florewick, or Flaterwiek, inherited from lbs grandfather Richard, he died possessed of the 
oiaiior of Wantons, of Tiirhutts, in Stamhourne, of Seggs Hall, in Over Yeldhain, the rectory of Haverhill, 
and "lands there in Wilhersfieid ; Hayes Croft, and Isgreens,^iniFinchingfield, and the manor of Frating, 
and lands there called Christ masses, the Pounding, Swallow’s, Hailwood, and Hcckford. In Great Oakley 
he had Weeks, the. manor of Blunt Hall, and half of that of Doiigwcll Hall. Manwood, in Elmdon, and 
the reversion of the manor of Crawlebury there, and of Chaureth Hall, besides lands in Bentley.— 

1 Jaco. * 
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He considerably enlarged his personal estate,* and was high sheriff for his native chap. v. 
county in 1618 and 1630. By his wife Dorothy, daughter of Richard Cutts, Es(|. ^ 

of Arksden, he had Thomas, John, who died young; Dorothy, who became the wife 
of Sir Thomas Hartop, knt. of Burton-Lazers, in Iveiccstershire, and Eleanor, mar- 
ried to Miles Fernely, Esq. of Creting, in Suffolk. He died in 1636, in the seventy- 
first year of his age; and his successor was his son. Sir Thomas Bendish, bart. This 
renowned gentleman, an honour and ornament of his family, after many years spent 
abroad, died at Bower Hall, the place of his nativity, in 1674, aged sixty-seven. 

His lady, Anne, the faithful companion of his travels, died at Constantinople, and 
her remains were brought here to be buried. She wjis the daughter and co-heiress 
of Henry Baker, of Shoebiiry. He had by her Thomas, who died young, Jolui, 

Robert, Henry, Andrew: Dorothy, whose first husband’s name was Williams, and 
her second Bowyer: Abigail, who was married to a gentleman named Edwards: Anne, 
who became the wife of Sir Jonathan Dawes, knt.: Elizabeth, whose married name 
was Cartwright: Diana, married to Sir Strenshaw Masters, knt.: and Susan, who 
was married to Sir William Hooker, knt. .Sir John Bendish, the second but eldest 
surviving sou and successor to his father, married Martha, daughter and heiress 
of Richard Batteson, Es(|. of London, by whom he had Thomas, John, Richard, 

Charles, Robert, all of whom died young; and Henry. Also three daughters; 

Anne, Martha; and Sarah, niarri(‘d to John Pyke Crouch, Es<|. of Bathorne End. 

Sir John died in 1776, aged sc»v(»nty-eight, and was buried here with his lady, who 
died the preceding’ year. Sir Henry, his son and successor, was a justice of the 
peace, and deputy-lieutenant for the countj\ He married Katharine, daughter of 
Sir William Gosliii, knt. sheriff of London, and had by her one son, named .Henry, 
who died an infant. Sir Henry was the last male of this ancient family, and, dying 
in 1717, was buried here, with bis ancestors ;f he was succeeded, in the possession 
of this estate, by Sir Stephen Anderson, bart. wdiose 'sister, Anne, married to Ellys, 
bishop of St. David’s, was the mother of Frances Elizabeth, marfied to .lohn Ste- 
vens, Esq. whose son, Ellys Anderson Stevens, Esq. is the pr(!sent proprietor of this 
estate. 

Bower Hall is. a- large and handsome modern mansion, pleasantly situated within 
a park, with gardens and ornamental planttitions. 


* Uy the |)urchasc of the rectory of Klradon, and of Ncttlcstcd, Upper and Nether Panaiiis, Shriines and 
(ii'inies, in this and the parishes ’of liiimsted Helion and Hempstead; and, in this parish, Uaylard Wood, 
Blatehwell, Antleys, Uroadend,^ and Latch l«y Valley; Hanstoek and Aldhain. &e. — Inquis. la Caro. * 
f Arms of Hendish : Argent, a chevron sable, between three rams’ lieads erased, a/ure, armed, c»r. 
In the reigns of King Kdward the Third and Henry the Fourth, they gave a single ram’s head for their 
arms. They quartered the coats of Biirghvvell, Grauneetre, Bennyngton, Callcys, Beauchamp, Bradfield. 
Huntingdon, Clopton, Newport, Foord, Baker, and Batteson. 
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A family of the name of Wanton, sometimes written Wauton, Wawton and Wal- 
ton, were the most ancient possessors of the manorial estate of Wantons.* 

Simon de Wanton was chaplain to King Henry the Third, a judge of the common 
pleas, and, in 1257, was made bishop of Norwich:f in 1270, Roger de Wanton was 
marshal of the household to the same king,j: and Sir William de Wanton was a knight 
l>aiiueret under Edward the First. In 1331, Sir John de Wanton was sheriff of 
Hertfordshire, and held lands and a mill here under John de Elyon, by knighf s ser- 
vice, at the time of his decease in 13d<7. His son and successor was also named John; 
the time of liis death is not known, but Margaret, his widow, died in 1391, holding 
this manor and various otlnir possessions. Her co-heirs were John Harleston, the 
son of her daughter Margaret, and Robert Pekenham, son of her daughter Elizabeth. 
Robert had the moiety of all the estates which had been Sir John de Wanton’s, in 
this and the adjoining parishes, which, on his decease in 1499, descended to Ivo Har- 
leston, the son of his aunt Margaret. I'his family had their surname from the town 
of Harleston, in Norfolk. 

The wife of Ivo was Jilizabeth, daughter of William Clopton, by whom he had 
John, Robert, who married Alice, daughter and co-heiress of Sir Henry Bruyn, and 
Elizabeth, married to William Lea, of Stafford. John, the eldest son,§ married Mar- 
garet, daughter and co-heiress of William Bardwell, to whom she bore two daughters, 
co-heiresses; Alice, wife of Sir llichanl Fitz-Lewes, who brought him this estate of 
Wantons, and Margaret, marriecl to Thomas Darcy, Esq. of Danbury. Sir Richard 
h'itz-Lcw(»s, on his decease, was succeeded by his son, John Fitz-Lewes, Es(j. who 
left an only daughter, Elizabeth, a very rich heiress, who became the wile of Sir John 
Mordaiint, made K.B. at the coronation of Queen Anne Boleyn, and had by her a 
son, iiame<l Lewes. She died in possession of this and various other estates, in 1543. 
ll<;r husband, on the death of his lather, in 1562, having become Lord Mordaunt, 
sold this estate, in 1563, to Richard Tyrcll, Esq. whose son Edward sold it to Francis 
Ilaydn, from whom* it was soon afterwards conveyed to Thomas Bendish, Esq. except 
the site of the manor and part of the demesnes, which he afterwards sold to Edward 
•F rench, who conveyed 4heni to Edward Symonds, Esq. a ciirsitor in chancery, on 
whose decease, in 1637, he left his son, Richard^ his heir. In consequence of this 
dismembermemt of the testate, it became divided into three, named Great Waltons, 
Middl(^ Waltons, and Little Waltons. The houses of Great 'and Little Waltons are 
about a mile and half north-east from the chuich. 

* Tlu'y had the manor of Wantons in Ashdon, Tiptofts in Wimbish, Bathorne in Birdbrook, Chaurcth, 
West 'rhnrroek, Willingale, &c. 

t See Godwin^ Catalogue of Bishops. 

J Stuwe’s Annuls, p. 198. 

§ Of this family was Sir Ricliard Harleston, of the bedchamber, and vicv-admiral of England, to King 
Edward the Fourth, governor of Jersey, &c. 
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An estate called Brendhall forms part of this manor, which, in the reign of King chap. 
Richard the Second, belonged to Sir John Argentyne, who, on his decease in 1382, urnuthau 
left three daughters, Joan, Alice, and Maud, his co-heiresses. 

An estate in records called Robtofts, Robtotts, Ropcotes, and Roberts, is what Kobtofts. 
was held as a knight’s fee under Richard de Clare, earl of Gloucester and Hertford, 
by the heirs of Richard Fitz-Lambert, in 1262; and it was also in the possession of 
Simon de Hcnham in 1314, and of William Robtoft in 1365.* In 1393, ‘‘John 
Robtoft gave to William Robtoft and Maud his wife, all his lands and tenements in 
Bumstede at the Towre, and Stoke, and after their decease, to Thomas Bendish and 
other feoffees.” 

Adam de Bloy, or Blois, held the manor called by his name in 1312. Sir Adam 
de Bloy, with Sir John de la Hay and Sir William de Baude, executed the office of 
high sheriff for Essex and Hertfordshire,f in 1333 and 1334, under Humphrey de 
Bohuii, earl of Hereford, who died in 1372. William de Bloy held a quarter of a 
knight’s fee in Little Bumsted; and John Proiidraan and Margery his wife gave to 
Edmim<l Bendish the rev(!rslon of all their lands and tenements in Bumsted at the 
Tower, which had formerly belonged to William Bloy; which possessions were, by 
right, to descend to them after the death of Joan, wife of the said William Bloy; and 
their fine for this conveyance is in the record as acknowledged before the judges at 
Chelmsford in 1370. Thomas Bendish, Esq. on his decease in 1447, held this estate 
of the king, by the service of six arrows, or two-pence a year: he Jilso rented the 
estate called Gebons, Gybbons, or Gobion’s fee, of the earl of Oxford. In modern 
times, this estate passed, as those of Bendish, Bower Hall, Wantons, and Robtofts 
did, to the Ben<lish family, and to Ellis Anderson Stevens, Estj. 

The manorial estate called Gernons formed part of the possessions of Eustace, earl Grrnons. 
of Boulogne, at the time of the survey, and was held under him by the fiimily of De 
Merk. In 1258, Ingelram de Merk had this possession as half a carucate, and his 
under tenant was Gilbert de Bali(d. 

Hugh de Vere, on his decease in 1263, held Gernons of Robert de Merk, as half 
a knight’s fee, and Robert de Vere, his son, held it .after him ^as a quarter of a fee, in^ ^ 

1295: soon afterwards it is believed to have been conveyed to the family of Fitz- 
Alan, and Walter Fitz-Alan is riamed in the record as havi\ig h»ft it to his heirs in 
13.584 It was afterwards divided among several owners, till 1523, when it became 
the property of John Fermur, who helddt of the king as of his honour of Boulogne; 
his two daughters, Johanna and Elizabeth, were his co-heiresses, from whose descen- 
dants the estate had been (jonveyod, in 1548, to Joan Freer; whose son John was 

* Anns of Robtoft: A mullet between three arrows* heads, two and one. 

+ Arms of Le Bloy : On a chevron three lions rampant. 

X Fcodar. Honoris Castri ao! Hedingham, fol. I?. 
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her successor, followed by his son William, in 1565; John, in. 1599; and Edward, in 
1630. Afterwards, it became successively the property of Sir Richard Combs, knt, 
Jernegan Chaplyn, Esq. of Finchingfield, and of Jernegau Chevely, Esq.* of the Six 
Clerks’ office. 

About half a mile from Steeple Bumsted church is the noble mansion-house of 
the estate of Moyns, so named from an ancient family to whom it belonged, soon after 
the Norman Conquest, and at the time of the survey of Domesday; and, with one 
remove in the family line, in the reign of Henry the Seventh, by the marriage of Joan 
le Moyn to William Gent, has continued in the possession of these united families to 
the present time. 

This family name of Le Moyne, or Le Moign, the Monk,” is sometimes found 
in records written Mohun, which renders it probable that the Moyns were from the 
same original as that noble family.f 

The family of Moyne were in possession of this manor some time previous to the 
reign of Edward the Second, for Robert Fitz-Gilbert le Moign, holding of the 
honour of Iledingham Castle, in 1254, paid the Earl of Oxford fifty shillings for his 
r(dief; and this Robert being undoubtedly a descendant of Gilbert, an under tenant 
of William de Warren, at the time of the survey of Domesday, renders it probable 
that his ancestors might be holders of land here, even before the Conquest. 

The Gent family had estates in Birdbrook and other places in this neighbourhood, 
and had been seated at Wimbish as early as 1328. 

William Gent, living in 1468, having married Joan, daughter ^nd heiress of Wil- 
liam Moyne, Esq. had by her William, and Joan, wife of W. Sheldon, Esq. and, 
dying before the year 1494, Joan, his widow, in that year purchased this estate. 
William, the^on and heir, died about the year 1514, for, in 1515, the Duke of Nor- 
folk granted Margaret Gent, his widow, the wardship of her son William. 

He kept his first court at Moyns in 1.537, and married two wives; first, Thoinasine, 
daughter of T. Eyerard,* Es<|. by whom he had no issue: his second wife was Agnes, 
daughter and heiress of Thomas Carr, Esq. of Great Tlturlow, in Suffolk, by whom 
•he had Thomas. This Thomas Gent was a very considerable person in his time, and 
may be truly styled the glory and ornkment of his family. Being bred to the law. 


* Hi» mother’s name was Cole. 

t Arms of Moyne : Or, a cross engrailed sable, a label of three points, gules ; in each point three bezants. 
X Thomas Newton, the Poet of Ilford, speaks highly in his praise, in his Encomia: 

I). Thomam Genium, Fisci Reginei Jiaronem, ** To Sir Thomas Gentfbaronofthe^Queen*8 Exchequer, 
Relligio, virtii.s, pictas, pudor, ac alctheia, Relij^iOn, virtue, piety, modesty, and truth, 

Kxsulat terris, mobile vulgus ait. Are banished from earth, the changeable mob avers, 

Fallitur : Eximias nam qui considerat in te They are mistaken : for whoso considers 

Dotes, &c.*' The excellent endowments which are in thee, &c.'* 
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he became a barrister of the Inner Temple, was created seijeant-at-law and knighted chap, v. 
in 1585, and made one of the barons of the exchequer in 1588, by Queen Eliza- 
beth, who held him in great esteem for his learning and virtues; and, as a mark 
of her favour, granted him licence to be judge of assize in his own county, notwith- 
standing the statute thirty-third of Henry the Eighth.* 

Baron Gent’s first wife was Elizabeth, only daughter and heiress of Sir John Swal- 
low, of Booking, by whom he had seven sons and six daughters: Henry, Thomas 
who lived at Rockliff in Cumberland, and married a sister of Sir John Dalston, 

Edward, Roger, Edward and Vere (twins,) and William: Frances, married to 
George Bradley, Esq. of Cambridgeshire; Elizabeth, wife of Henry Denston, of 
Carden, in Cumberland; Grisel, married to John Lynn, Esq. of Norwich; Bridget, 

married to Thomas Onion, Escp, and Ann to Hyatt, Esq. The baron's first 

wife, Elizabeth, was buried in Steeple Bunisted church in 1585, and he took to his 
second wife, in 1586, Elizabeth, widow of Robert Hogeson, Esq. of London, sister 
to Morgan Robyns, Esq. but by her had no issue. He was interred here, on his 
decease in 1593. Henry, his eldest son, succeeded him in his estates, whicjh were at 
that time very consi<lerable. In 1633, he was made high sheriff, and was for several 
years a justice of peace for this county: he married, in 1589, Dorothy, one of the 
daughters and co-heiresses of Sir «Tohn Dalston, of Dalston, in Cumberland, by Ann, 
daughter and heiress of Thomas Tyrcll, of Warwicks, in this county. They had six 
sons and five daughters, viz. Thomas, George, John (rector of Birdbrook), Henry, 

Nicholas, and William.* 'fhe daughters were, Frances, married to Devereux Talla- 
kern, Esq.; Elizabeth, to Henry Young, rector of Murdon in Herts; Dorothy, 
married to J. Cuffe, Esq.; Hannah, to Thomas Bagley, of London; and Ann un- 
married. Henry Gent died in 1639, and was buried at Bumstod. 

Thomas, the eldest sou, was of Lincoln’s Inn,*but died in 1638, before his father, 
leaving, by his wife Isabel, daughter of F. Thompson, Esip^of Scarborough Castle, 
in Yorkshire, Frances, his only daughter, heiress to a considerably estate, which she 
conveyed to her husband. Sir . Edmund Alleyn, of Hatfield Pevenjl, in this county. 

Their only surviving child and heiress, Arabella Alleyn, was married first to Franew , 
Thompson, Esq. of Hambletoii, M* P. for Yorkshire, ami afterwards to Lord George 
Howard, brother to the Duke of Norfolk. ,, 

George Gent, second son of Henry, inherited the manor of Moyns and its estates, 
that had been settled upon him by his father. He married, first, Elizabeth, daughter of 
Richard Hale, Esq. of Tewing, in Hertfordshire, by whom he had George, who died 
without issue. - His second wife waa^Aiine, daughter of Sir Thomas Plaiters, of Sotterfcy, 
in Suffolk, by whom he had George, who married Anne, daughter of R. Todd, Es(]. of 

♦ He was counsellor to Edward de Vere, earl of Oxford, who, by patent, in 1571, appointed him 
steward of all his courts, forVife. 

4 M 
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and seven daughters, of whom Dudley was married to Dean Cock; Hannah, to 
Joseph Unwin, of Hcdingham Castle; Anne was the wife of John Cock; Anne 
(second <»f the name) was married to William Edwards, of Toppesfield; and Martha, 
Dorothy, and a second Dorothy, died young; their father died in 1713, aged seventy- 
two. George, the eldest son, was a barrister, and married Anne, widow of John 
Klliston, Esq. of Overhall, in Gestingthorpe, and daughter of Robert Wankford, 
Ks(j. of Toppesfield: he died in 1708, five years before his father, leaving George, 
Henry, Anabctha, and Dudley. George, the eldest son, succeeded his grandfather, 
and died in 1746, leaving his son George, who died at Moyns in 1818, in the ninety- 
fourth year of his age,* all his estates and personal property descending to George 
William Gent, l^s(|. his heir mule, (the eldest son of General William Gent, who died 
in 1811,) the present owner and occupier, who, within these few years, has added con- 
siderable iinprovonicnts to the family seat. 

'I'ln; forepart of the handsome ancient mansion is a fine specimen of the ornamented 
style of domestic architecture of the time of Henry the Eighth, and of Queen Eliza- 
beth; the large* projecting windows rise as high as the body of the building, assuming 
the form of turrets, and the numerous ornamental gables, with the anti<|ue clustered 
form of the chimneys, give the whole of this grand front a varied and pleasing appearance. 
Int(*rna]ly, tin* apartments are spacious and lofty, ri(?hly embellished with a great 
variety of paiiltings, among which are some fine family portraits, and numerous beau- 
tiful and iT.teresting laudsf^apes, many of which are by Mr. Gent himself, who is well 
known as an amateur artist of considerable Udent. 

'I'liis (»lcgant part of the building was erected by Baron Thomas Gent, in 1580, 
who died in but a (toiisiderable portion of the more ancient building bus been 

prc*served, and soiik* of the ofiices behind the bouse are formed from a yet more 
ancient erection, of grcift antiquity. 

Ki(di pasture grounds and picturesque woodland scenery distinguish this part of 
Essex, particularly in the vicinity of Moyns; and the park, which contains abundance 
, »)f fine timber trees, als() commands distant interesting prospects into Cambridgeshire 
and Suffolk. Some former owner luwl dispfirkwl this seat, which has been again 
enedosed by the present proprietor. 

Lk hU'vs. Idle mansion-house of Laebleys is about a mile south-west from the church : this 
estate, in 1417, belong(*d to the Rendisli family. It was in the possession of Thomas 
Eden in 1563, from whom, in 1637, it had been conveyed to Robert Barrington, from 
whom it ])assed to James Braiucs, who sold it, iii 1710, to Robert Wise. 

♦ Arms of (iciit : Krmim*, a cliirf indented, sable, according to Mr. Warburton, Somerset-Herald ; 
but, in other authors, it is found blazoned, ermine, a chevron and chief indented, sable. Citm ; a demi- 
eagle displayed, ermine. ' 
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The church, dedicated to St. Mary,* is of stone, and in ^ood repair: it has north 
and south aisles, with a handsome stone tower, containing five bells. •The whole 
church is leaded. 

This church is believed to have btjeii erected about the time of Henry the Third, 
and the door of the chancel has an appearance of great antiquity; the handle is of 
brass, embossed, and gilt, with the cavities remaining which formerly contained pre- 
cious stones. 'On this handle there are the figures of four basilisks, according to the 
ancient superstition, intended to represent evil spirits entering or attempting to enter 
the church. They were generally placed on the hinge, as at Castle Iledinghain. 

By the attentive observation of tlie present incumbent, during the last thirty-eight 
years, it has been found that one fourth of all those who died in this parish during 
that period, were above seventy years of age, and the oldest that occurs in the ac- 
count is one hundred and five. 

The vicarage was* founded in 1174, in the time of Pope Alexander the Third: 
“ Singulis Septimanis sex clerici cum uno saceradoti de chora vicissim clegantur que 
celebrationi Miscie de Beata Virgliie singulis diebus interserunt et Matulinas et alias 
horas canonicas coram Altari ejusdem de caulaverint. Quibiis fructus Ecclesia' prefatje 
de Bumsted una cum quinque Marcus predictis prout iiiereueriiit distribuantur, salva 
competenti Vicaria Meniorata. Ills testibus Galfrido Archid: London.’’ Eustace was 
then bishop' of London.f 

A very ancient nioinimeiit against the wall of the north aisle, ornamented with a 
helmet, and the arms of* the family of Beiidish, bears inscriptions on thrge tables of 
white marble; tliey are in Latin, and the following is a translation: 


“ Richard Rendish, Esq. died on tin; twenty-seventh of February, in tlie year of • 
our Lonl I486. 

. “ Richard Rendish, Esq. his son, died on the twenty-second day of September, 
in the year of our Lord 1529. • ^ 

“ John Rendish, Esq. his son, died on the twentieth day ot^Augiigt^ in the year 
of our Lord J585.” 

In the same aisle, a pyramidal monument of fine grey marjblc supports a medallion? 
with profiles; a mourning cupid, with a torch reversed, reclines above it; and beneath, 
a table of white and veined marble bears the following inscription : 


“ Near this place lies the body of dame Martlia Rendish, wife of Sir John Rendish, 
hart, who departed this life the fifth of December, I70:i, aged 63. She not only w'as 

<t • 

* According to Newcourt, this church is tledicated to St. Andrew, hut he is believed to have fallen 
into an error. Thomas Rendish, Esq. in his will, in \W7, orders his body to be buried in the chancel of 
the church of St. Mary, in Bumsted. 
t From Monast. Anglic. $ 
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an excellent Christian, but one of Solomon's wise and good women, who.se children 
uiv'ht rise up and call her blessed. 

“ Near this place likewise lies the body of Sir John Rendish, bart. who departed 
thi.s life the twenty-second of April, 1707, aged seventy-eight. He was a man of 
an excellent temper and Christianity. They had ten children, and left surviving 
two i Henry Bendish, after them the baronet, and Sarah, who was married to John 
Pike, Esq. of Bathornc House, in Birdbyook. She erected this monument in 
memory of her worthy parents.” 

There is also a very magnificent monument here to the memory of Sir Henry Ben- 
dish, the last male heir of that celebrated family. It is twenty feet high, and between 
seven and eight in length, and composed of beautiful white and veined marble. A 
fine marble statue of 8ir Henry, as large as life, reposes upon this tomb, his head sup- 
ported by his right hand, and his arm resting on a cushion. An infant figure repre- 
sents his son Henry, mentioned in the inscription: a beautiful pediment is supported 
by two fine twisted columns, with various appropriate ornament^ and the family arms; 
and the front of the tomb bears the following inscription: 

“ Here lyeth buryod the body of Sir. Henry Bendysh, bart. who departed this life 
ye third day of September, muccxvii In the XLiii*^ year of his age. He was son of 
Sir John, and grejit grandson of Sir Tho. Bendysh, who was created baronet ye 
ninth of King James ye Fir.st, who .also lyeth here interred, together with many of 
their ancestors. He married Katharine Gostlin, daughter of Sir William Godwin, 
knt. late sheriff of the city of London, by whom he had issue one son, Henry Bcn> 
dysh, who dyed an infant of five months old, and lyes buryed here.” 

I ’ 

This church formerly belonged to Ernulph de Mandevillc, who gave it to the prior 
and convent of Stoke, in 1202; and 'they, in the beginning of the reign of King 
Henry the Third, granted all their right here to God and the church of St. Paul, in 
London, for the maintenance of po6r clerks ; excepting the tithes given to the convent 
of Robert Flandrensis, and Hichard son of Gilbert, and a pension of one mark; 
reserving to themjielves ilie presentation to the vicarage, which was to be ordained by 
Eustace de Falconbridge, bishop of London. At the general dissolution, the ad- 
•vowson came to the crown; but the great tithes belong to the dean and chapter of St. 
Paul’s. ^ 

There were formerly two obits and a guild in thio. church, and the vicarage was a 
manor 

In 1498, William Holborrow gave two acres of land in Young’s croft, two» acres in 
Mill’s croft, and one acre in Londis croft, for the repairs of the bells, and bell ropes, 
and things most necessary to the steeple. ^ 

The school was built by the parishipners, about the time of the dissolution of the 
college of Stoke. 

A farm called Messings, of eighty-five acres, producing £8Q a year, was left, by Mrs. 
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Anne Cole, as a charitable donation, the income to be distributed equally to the parishes 
of Birdbrook, Bumsted, Finchingfield, and Stambourne, and paid alternately to the 
several rectors and vicars, to clothe and educate the children of poor people, who do 
not receive parish relief; this, unfortunately, cannot now be strictly fulfilled; but it is 
so judiciously managed, as to be a great comfort and blessing to those four parishes** 
Sir Thomas Bendish, born at Bower Hall, was a distinguished partisan of King 
Charles the First, and, on the commencement of the national troubles, was among 
those most actively engaged in preparing and presenting the declaration to the king 
in 1642, and afterwards in petitioning both the king and parliament, recommending 
an amicable accommodation, in order to avoid the miseries of a civil war; and he was 
on this account imprisoned in the Tower twenty-two months; and his estate being 
sequestered, he had to pay a composition of £1000. He also sent £3000 to the king 
in his troubles. Though at first he incurred the high displeasure of the prevailing 
powers, yet, after his liberation, on account of his exalted character for talents and 
integrity, he was appointed to be their ambassiidor extraordinary to the Ottoman 
Porte, in 1647. He continued in Turkey fifteen years, transacting the business of his 
embassy with admirable ability: for, beside his skill in languages, he was possessed of 
consummate prudence and invincible courage; he also well understood the office he 
had undertaken, and in which he made himself in a high degree serviceable, both 
to the Levant company in particular, and to his country. After the death of Charles 
the First, Sir Thomas continued firmly attached to the interest of his son, renewing 
the capitulation with the ’Grand Sigiiior in his name, under the title of Charles the 
Second; on which account letters for his recal were sent to Constantinople by the 
Protector, whose mandate he refused to obey, without the king’s order. On this 
refusal he was impeached for high treason, and probably escaped death ,by his deter- 
mination not to return to England while the enemies of ro 3 \'ilty held supreme power. 
His escape is the more extraordinary, when it is considered' that Sir Henry Hide, sent 
by King Charles, as his agent only, to the Ottoman Porte,* in 16|«9, was sentenced 
by the high court of justice to be beheaded.f Sir Thomas appears t 9 have continued 
in Turkey till recalled by Charles the Second, in 1662, with many promises of reward • 
for his services; bpt they do not appear .to have" been fulfilled. Soon after his return, 

• 

• Mrs. Cole's will is in the {)osscssion of the Rev. James Westerman, vicar of Finchingfield. ^ 
f Sir Tl#oina.s was blamed as in some degree accessary to this melancholy occurrence, but he published 
a complete and satisfactory vindication of his chaVacter from this aspersion. AH that is to be under- 
stood on.the subject, at this distant period, is to be gathered from the writings of that time, particularly 
the Parliamentary Journal, whqre it is stat)ed,^by some illiberal writer, “ 'I'hat Sir Henry Hide was be- 
headed at the Exchange in London, for being agent for Charles Stuart, son of the late king, against the 
commonwealth of England, to the Turks, where he had so little reception, that he was, by the assistance 
of tame eminent there^ about the Bashaw, under pretence of a feast, got aboard an English ship, and 
brought over into England." 


CHAP. V. 


Sir Thos. 
Bendish. 



638 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK II. 


Anti- 

quities 


Stani- 

buurnc 


• Jitam- 
boiiriu* 
liail. 


and notwithstanding his long-continued labours for the good of his country, some 
reflections were cast upon him, which he answered in a publication entitled, ** The 
Remonstrance, or Manifest of Sir Thomas Bendish, bart. sent ambassador from King 
Charles, of blessed memory, to the Grand Signior in Constantinople, anno 1647, to 
inform the world, and to remember the governor and company of merchants trading 
into the Levant seas, of the services he has done them and this nation there, which, 
by their carriage toward him, many of them seem to have forgotten.” 

Augustine Lindsel, bishop of Hereford, was born in this parish, or in the neigh- 
bouring one of Biiinste<l Helion.* 

An ancient oak tree, believed to have been in existence soon after the time of the 
Romans, was taktMi down in 1830, and a Roman coin found under it, which is in the 
possession of the U(iv. Henry Stuart, the present vicar.f 

This parish, in 1821, contained nine hundred and fifty-one, i\nd, in 1831, one thou- 
sand and eighty inhabitants. 


STAMBOURNE. 

The Saxon name of this parish is su[)posed to have been compounded of Scan, a 
stone, and biiyn, a brook, or stony brook. It is in records found written Stanborn, 
and, in Domesday, Stanliurne. It extends on the south and south-east to Great 
Ycldbam, nortliward to Ridgwell, and north north-west and west to Bumsted 
Stcieple; in length it measures four miles, and in breadth rather more than three. It 
is distant’from Castle Hedingham five, and from London forty-four miles. 

'Fhe possessors of these lands, in the time of Edward the Conf(»ssor, Avere Got, and 
two other freemen; and, at the general survey, they belonged to Hamo Dapifer, the 
king’s seAverj or steward ; and to Geofrey de Magiiaville. Th(»re were three manors, 
which, after passing to numerous proprietors, were ultimately united in one. 

Starnbonrne Hall is .within tlie dutchy of Lancaster, and washolden of the honour of 
Clare, by the setfvloe of half a knight’s fee; the manor-house is near the church, but 
the dutch y-coiirt is kept at the manor-house of Moone rfall, Avhich has been converted 
into a public-house, that is also by the church. In old writings it is calhal Moone 
Hall, alias Joys. The Pever familyf held the estate of Stambourne, in the reigns of 

t 

• Wood’s Fasti, vol. i. p. 198. 

t The grateful acknowledgments of the Editor are due to the Ucv. H. Stuart, vicar of SKxplc Bum- 
sted, and to George William Gent, Ks(|. for valuable communications ; and particularly to the former, for 
observations on the Homan station of Cainiilodiiiiiiiri, which w’ill be attended to, in our AppendU of addi- 
tlbns and <'orructions, at the conclusion of the work. 

X The IVver tainily seem to have had their ^hief seat at Tuddington, in Bedfordshire, where Panlinus 
de Pever, or Piper, sewer to King Henry the Third, built a stately mansion, with a chapel, all covered 
with lead, inclosed in a park, and surrounded by avenues of trees. — Mat. Paris j cd. 161>0, p. 616, 821. 
ITiis Paulinus was one of King Henry’s commanders at Poictou, in 1241. 
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Henry the Third, eind of the First, Second, and Third Edwards, it having been first chap, v 
granted to Paulinus de Peyvre, or Pever, by King Henry the Third. Mary, the 
daughter and heiress of Thomas Pever, by Margaret, his wife, daughter and heiress 
of Sir Neal Loring, conveyed this estate, by marriage, to John Broughton, which, in 
the reign of King Henry the Fourth, had come into the possession of the Macwil- 
liam family. 

The manor of Moone Hall was holden of the honour of Mandeville, and formed 
part of what belonged to Geofrey Mandeville at tlie survey. In 1252, it w^as in the 
possession of Richard Wytsaud, who had also the manor of Great Parndon, and was 
sheriff of Essex and Hertfordshire in 1250, and 1251. Baldwin de Wytsand held tins 
possession at the time of his decease in 1262; Baldwin, his son, was his successor, 
who, on his decease in 1284, left his three daughters, Agnes, Lucy, and Elizabeth, his 
co-heiresses. Agnes was married to Walter Jeround, and his son John was his suc- 
cessor. The heirs of the two younger daughters are supposed to have been .Tohn de 
la Lee, Alice de Neville, and .John Weld, avIio hehl lands here in the reign of Edward 
the Third. In 1376, Hugh de Bray had possessions here: 'and Alice Gestingthorp 
held the fourth part of a knight’s fee of William, brother ainl heir of Thomas, earl of 
IStaffui'd, who died in 1398. The estate afterwards passed into the possession of the 
Macwilliam family. 

'riie Grenville family enjoyed this estate, and resided here from the time of Richard Crcnviiu-i 
the rirst to Edward the Tliird.* Eustace de Grenville paid scutage, at the rate of 
20 a’. on every knight’s fee, for the r<»demptioii of King Richard the First ^from his 
imprisonment in G(?rmauy: in 1262, the estate was held under Richard de Clare, 
earl of Gloucestc'r and Hertford, by Richard Gleuville. It aft(»r wards was conveyed 
to John de Gestingthorp, and, by marriage, to the MacwiUlam family. A fourth 
part of this manor was holden of the honour of Cla/e, and the other three parts of the 
honour of Mandeville. 

The family of Macwilliam were of Ireland, hut the time tliejr first settlement Muc- 
in England is not known. •Thomas Macwilliam is witness to a deed, in MOT, the family, 
nineteenth of Richard the Second, f and his ancestors were Milo Macwilliam, whose 
sou Roger, by Joan, daughter of ^Hcnry Waylondo, had ^'liomas, the father of 
Charles, by* Agues, daughter and* heiress (»f Nicholas <lii Pescrti, by his wife Alice, 


• W;iltcr^<lo (iiviivillii was living in liis ariiis on his seal, a saltier, vS:e. 

f Leiund relates, that “one Mae William, heini<t* a yoniier brother of a gentleiiiau in Vriund, came to 
Bristowe, and there so inereasyd in i yrhes, that in eontinuanee he bought lands to the snme of a three 
or four hundred markes by the yere, and soothe land coutinnyd arertexii while in the heires male of Miw 
William, and after came to a dowghter of theyrs^that was married to oiie of the Seinars.*’— A//;. OiUevtantut. 
Sir James Warederites this family from the Bourkes of t'oiinaughf, wlio took the name of Mac William, 
and were divided into two principal hraiiche.s of Mae William Kighter, and Mae William Oughter. — ff'orki 
of Sir Jamen IVart^ by Harris, ifol. ii. p. 59, 
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daughter* and heiress of Caunfield, by his wife Maud, daughter of Sir Hugh 

Hyrton, and had by her Arthur, whose son Edward was the father of Thomas. 

Thomas Macwilliam married Alice, daughter of Brompton, by whom he had 

William and Edward. William, on his decease in 1464, left an only daughter, who, 
being married to Sir John Seymour, of Even Swindon, in Wiltshire, by her was the 
ancestor of the Seymours, duk^s of Somerset. Edward Macwilliam, the second 
son, died in possession of this estate, in 1479, leaving, by his wife Elizabeth, daughter 

and heiress of Iiiglosse, John Macwilliam, his son and heir, married to 

Margaret Gestingthorp, and had by her Margaret, Elizabeth, and Edward, who, by 
his wife, named Awkborough, was the father of Edward, who married Chris- 

tian, daughter and heiress of John Hartishorn, of Bedfordshire: this lady’s mother 
was of the family of the Nervyts, of Nernvit, in Berkshire. The time of the decease 
of Edward Macwilliam is not known, but his widow died in 1505, and was jointured 
in all these estates.* She was succeeded by her son, Henry Macwilliam, who, by 
his first wife Anne, daughter of Sir John Spilman, had Elizabeth, married to George 
Colt, Esq. of Cavendish; and his second wife, Ella, daughter and heiress of John 
Leye, of Lcyes, by Anne, daughter of Sir Thomas Lucy, bore him Henry and Ed- 
ward; Anne, wife of Arthur Stourton; Mary, married to Arthur Kighley; and 
Frances, the wife of Humphrey Shelton. At the time of his decease, in 1539, he had 
this estate, and also possessions in other parishes. Henry, his eldest son and successor, 
was one of Queen Elizabeth’s gentlemen pensioners, and ni&rrie^ Mary, daughter and 
co-heiress of Richard Hill, Esq. widow of the learned Sir John Cheke. Her second 
husband dying in 1586, she enjoyed the fifth part of this and his other estates till 1616, 
the tiine of her decease. Their only son Henry was killed in a duel in 1599, un- 
married. Margaret was married* to Sir John Stanhope, baron of Harrington, vice 
chamberlain to Queen Elizabeth, afterwards treasurer of the chamber to King James 
the First. Susap, mai^ried to Edward Sandeys, Esq. and, after his decease, succes- 
sively the wife of Sir Godard Pemberton and Sir Thomas Ireland: Ambrosia was 
married to Sir William Kingsmill : Cassandra became the wife of Sir George Cotton : 
and Cicely was married to Sir Thomas Rid^way, treasurer of Ireland. Lord Stan- 
hope having a pnr-pdrty of these estates, died in 1630, leaving Charles, Elizabeth, the 
wife ,of Sir Lionel Talinash, of Hclmingham, and Catharine, married to Viscount 
Cholmley, of Kellis, in Ireland.f 

Charles lonl Stanhope, the son of Margaret, purchased the shares of the other co- 
heiresses, and married Dorothy, sister of Edward Barret^ lord Newburgh, but had 

* After her first husband’s decease, she wa^ married to Robert Tyrell, fourth son of Sir John Tyrell, 
of Herons. 

t Anns of MacwiUiam : Party per bend, argent and gules, three rosea la bend counterchanged. 
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no issue, and sold these estates, in 1654, to Rachael, widow of Sir James jCainbell, of chap. v. 
Clay Hall, in Barking, who, by will, left them to her daughters and co-hciress(^s, “ 

Plester, wife of Thomas Cambell, Esq. of Clay Hall; Rachael aiul Abigail, daughters 
of Sir Thomas Abdy; and Susan Vanpainc. In 1676, the united estates had become 
the property of Robert AVankford, and from his family were? conveyed to Robert 
Jackson, Esq. son of Luke Jackson, of Lumley Hall, in Nottinghamshire, by Susan 
Vanpainc.* They afterwards belonged to Mr. Gosling, and were bequeathed by him 

to Berners, Esq. of Wolvertoii Hall, near Ipswich: the present owner is Barker 

Myell, Esq. 

In the time of Edward the Third, a family of note took their surname from this 
place. John, Edmund, and Thomas de Stamborne witnessed deeds of the Pe^ vres, 
and had their arms on their seals, ermines, a chevron engrailed. 

Lands and tenements were held here, in 1318, by William de Goldington, of the 
Earl of Gloucester, as of his honour of Clan?, by the service of tinding one bailiff for 
the march ()f the said earl to his court of Stambouriie. 

The church has a north aisle, extending the whole length of tin? nave and chancel, Chnrt h. 
and a part of it belongs to the owners of Stambourne Hall, who keep it in repair.f 

In the tower there arc five bells, and on the fifth is inscribed — 

** Sancta? Thoiiuc ora pro nobis.** 

The rectory is believed to have been given to the convent of St. John the Baptist, 
of Stoke, near Clare, by Ricdiard de Clare, earl of Hertford, founder of that house, 
which retained the advowson till its dissuliitiop in 1534, and from that period it has 
been presented to by the chancellor of the dutchy of Lancaster, in the namo of the 
king. ^ 

There was formerly an altar, dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and a guild or free 
chapel, dedicated to St. Thomas: this last, in 1.549, was gnyrted, by patent of King 
Edward the Sixth, to Ralph Agard and Thomas Smith. I'herV? i& a cottage on the 
side of the road from Yeldhara to StJimbourne church, wliich is c^allc'd Cluipel-house ; 
it has five acres of land belonging to it: and not far distanti in an inclosurc? called 


* • • 

* She Wii9 the daughter of Isaac V^aiipaine, of lAindoii, who.sc father wasti initilsli'r in Flaiulers. Her 

mother was Corsellis, sister to Rachael, wife of Sir James CaiuheU, of Clay Hall. * 

All, most of the following coats of arms y.'^ed to be elegantly painted in the east window of the 
chancel. Peson : Ermine on a fes.se a/.ure, three lioiicels rampant, argent. Ea.ston : Fleiiry, a lion ram- 
pant, or., Caunlicld : Argent, fretty, .sable. Wyngliain : Azure, a fe.ssc between three wings, or. Ingloss : 
Argent, a bend between two co*jses, .sable. * G<'«stingthorp : Argent, a chevron sable between three square 
cushions, ermines. Awkburougli i Party per chevron, ermine and argent, on it a cross crossh^t fu lie. 
Hartishurn : Azure, a chevron between three bulls' heads coiip^, argent. Nernvit : Sable, a lion rampant, 
argent, a border compouc argent and sable. Ley ; Argent, a clievron sable, between three leopards’ face.-' 
azure. 

VOL.* I. 4 N . 
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Chapel-yard, there is a small cottage, formerly a much larger building, where the 
court used to be held. 

Thirty pounds were given to the officers of this parish by David Playl, the interest 
to be distributed to the poor; but, by some accident, this sum has been reduced to £15. 

On a grave-stone, within the communion rails, is the following inscription: — 

“ Here lies the body of Colonel John Fairwell, descended from the ancient family 
of the Fairwells, of Hill Bishops, m the county of Somerset, who, in his younger 
years, was, by his own interest, in the late Earl of Ossory’s regiment, in the service 
of the States-general, who had so iiiuch gratitude as to reward his merit with a 
major’s commission, in that remarkable year of our Lord 16SH. He retumed to 
England under command of his general, the prince of Orange, who, soon after his 
ascension to the English throne, made him deputy-governor of the Tower of Lon- 
don, and lieutenant- colonel of his guards. 

** He continued his government of the Tower for the space of twenty ye.ars, and, 
during the whole of that time, discovered so much conduct in the discharge of that 
trust, as gave liiin a reputation never to he sullied by the blackest malice. 

** But, at length, hy the fatigue of too miirh business and confinement, his con- 
stitution was so much broken, that he thought ht to resign that honourable station, 
and soon after died, in the tifty-eighth year of his age, at his country house in 
Stanibourn, in the county of Essex, July the fourteenth, A.D. 1710. 

** He was an .accomplished gentleman, his experience solid, an excellent com- 
mander, a wise governor, a sincere friend, and, to crown his character, a pious 
Christian.*’ 

In 1821, tMs parish contained four hundred and thirty-two,’ and, in 1831, four 
hundred and seventy-five inhabitants. , 


* TOPPKSFIELD. 

This parish extends* northward to Great Yeldham; to Finchingfield on the west, 
southward to Wethersfield, and, on the east, to the Hedinghams. Distant from 
Clare five, and ftom London fifty miles. 

The village is small, and none of the jroads passing through this district being leading 
thoroughfares, they sire in general narrow, and rfot in very good repair. The soil is 
a deep tenaceous marl, Vetentive of moisture, .and universally Tcquires draining. The 
lands of this parish are said to be the highest in Essex. 

These lands, in the reign of Edward thb Confessor, belonged to Alestan, Dwa, 
(lot, and several other proprietors; and, at the time of the survey, were in the pos- 
session of Eustace carl of Boulogne, Ralph, and of Hamo«Dapifer. There are five 
manors, besides several capital estateb, the greater part of which belonged to the 
honour of Clare. 

Berwick Hall is near the church, from which the mansion-house and lands of 



HUNDRED OF HINCKFORD. 


643 


Scoteneys is about half a mile distant, lying near Yeldham; these, origiiyilly separate chap. v. 
estates, have been united, forming the chiefs though not the largest manor. 

In the reign of King John, Berwick held Ber wicks of the honour of Boulogne, and 
afterwards sold it to Gerebert de St. Clere, whose rent of assize yearly was forty-five 
pence, forty-nine days’ work, and ten hens. Part of the estate was holden of Ralph 
de Camoys. Scoteneys, about the same time, belonged to Wsdter de Scoteney, a 
baron and steward to Richard, earl of Clare, who, for administering poison to the 
earl and his brother William, of which the latter died, was hanged, in the year 1259.* * * § 

The united manors afterwards belonged to John de Berewyk,f who died in 1312, 
holding of Gilbert do Clare this manor of Toppesfield, by knight’s service; and his 
heir and successor was Roger, the son of John Huse, whose successor was Thomas 
Rykedon; and his family sold it, in 1420, to John Doreward, of Booking, whose son 
John died in 1476,«and was succeeded by John Doreward, Esq. of Great Yeldham, 
who, on his decease, left it, by will, to his niece Christian, and, on failure of issue, to 
her husband, John do Vere, the fourteenth earl of Oxford, in whose noble family it 
continued till his descendant Edward, the seventeenth earl, sold it, in 1584, to Wil- 
liam Bigg,:}; of Ridgwell, who died in 1585, holding this and other estates in the 
neighbourhood. By his wife Dorcas,§ daughter of John Mootham, of this parish, he 
had William, Samuel, Edward, and Dorcas. The family estates were divided be- 
tween William, who resided at Redfens, in Slialford, and Edward, who had the 
manors of Berwick Hall and Scoteneys, whose son Edward succeeded him in these* 
possessions in 1635. || It belonged to Robert Jacob in 1645, and was Conveyed .to 
John Blackmore in 1651, who disposed of \t to Robert Wankford, Esq. in 1658, 
succeeded by his eldest son Robert, who, marrying Elizabeth, daughter and heiress 
of Thomas Shelley, of Magdalene Laver, had by her Berwick, wl/o died young, 

Robert, Walter, Shelley, and seven daughters; Anne, married to John Elliston, of 
Overhall, in Gestingthorp, and afterwards to George Gent^ Esq. Mary, married to 
John Little. The youngest daughter was married to Thomas Todd, of Sturmere, 
who died in 1688. Robert married Dorothy, daughter of John Fotherby, Esq. of 
Rickmansworth, in Hertfordshire: by her he had no issuej but by his second Avife,* 

Mary, daughter, of the Rev. Join! Ouseley, rector of .Panttiejd, he had several chil- 

* Matt. Paris, ed. 1640, 975, 980. Henry de Knighton, oul. 24W. The latter calls him Walter de 

StonenayA See also Diigdalc's Baron, vol. i. p. 67^!, and Matt. Westmins. ad aim. 1259. 

t He was one of the judges and counsellors summoned to parliament 23d of Edward the First. 

J Tlje family of Bigg was settled at Uidgwell in 1.S74, and had also estates at Stambourne. 

§ After his death, she wa.s, married to*Wiiliam Smyth, Esq. of Crossing Temple, and, on her death in 
1633, was buried there ; but her son erected a monument to her memory in this church. 

II Arms of Bigg : Ermine on a fesse engrailed three annulets between as many martlets of the second. 

Crest ; On a torse upon a l^clmct, a cockatrice’s head coupod at the wings, which are displayed, vert ; 
beaked and crowned, or. 
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(Iron. He tfns buried here in 1708,* and, some time after his decease, the demesnes 
of Berwicks, Scoteneys, and Gainsfords, had become the property of Mr. John 
Poulter, of Clare, wlio sold them to Isaac Helbut, merchant, from whom they passed 
to Moses Hart, and to Michael Adolphus, Esq. 

Richard Gainsford, who died in 1484, held lands in this parish, supposed to have 
been the manor of Gainsfords; his brother John was his successor, from whom it 
passed to William Butcher, Rol)ert Wankford, and the successive proprietors of 
Rerwicks and Scoteneys. The manor-house is nearly two miles south-west from the 
church. 

The manorial estate of Hus(*es has been named from Sir Roger, the son of John 
Huk(;, who succetMlod to the possession of it on the decease of .Tohn de Berewick, in 
1312. He was descended from the ancient family of Iliise, in Wiltshire and Dorset- 
siiire, and acquired fame by his military achievements. He was^ summoned to par- 
lianumt in 1348 and 1319, and, on his decease, at his seat of Barton Stsicy, in Hamp- 
shire, in 13(>1, left his son John his successor. John Symonds purchased this estate, 
ill 1119, of Alexander Eustaije and John Wood, and, in 1.511, it belonged to Henry 
Parker, Esq. of Gosfield, who held it in socage of John de Vere, earl of Oxford :f 
he was succeediMl by his son Roger. In 1585, it belonged to William Cracherode, 
junior; and, in the latter part of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, it had become the property 
of John Alston, of Bclchamp-Oton, who gave it to his third son, Matthew, and he 
dying without issue, heciueathcd it to Thomas Cracherode, of whom it was purchased 
by C^olonel ' Stephen Piper, whose family sold it to Henry Sperling, Esq. of Dines 
Hall. 

Th(‘ manor-house of Oust Hall lies south-west from the church, from which it is 
nearly a mile ili.^tant. It derives its name from the dignified family of Cust, seat(>d 
here in the time of King Edward theThird.f 

It became the proper ty^of John Cracherode in 1393, whose son Robert was an Es- 
quire, under John de Vere, earl of Oxford, at the battle of Azincourt, whose son John 
married Agnes, daughter and heiress of Sir .lolm Gates, of Rivenhall, and had by her 
•John, William, clerk of die green cloth to King Henry the Eighth, and Thomas, 
whose wife was Bridget, (laughter of Aubrey de Vere, second son pf John, the fif- 
teenth earl of Oxford. John, the eldest son, came to 'the possession of Cust Hall in 
1504. lie married Agnes, daughter of Thomas Carter, by whom he had Ellen, wife 

* Anns of Wankford : Or, ii licni rampant, azure, between three bezunts of the same. Crest ; on a 
eliiiet a lion rampant, or; holding in his dexter p.iw a bezant, azure. 

t‘Ht* had also Shoiemcadow, Foxholes, a messuage cullejJ Dndmans, and seventy acres of arable and 
meadow, two tenements called Griggs and Algers,^ St. John’s land, &c. 

I The (hist family was originally of Yorkshire, but seated also in Lincolnshire. The right hon. Sir 
John Cust was speaker of the House of Commons iti the last century, and the termination of the male 
line of descent was in the noble family of Faria Brownlow, Viscount Alford, *&c. 
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of William Hunt, of Gosfield; Joan, married to John Tendring, of Borehain; Juliana; 
Jane, married to Peter Fitch, of Writtle; and William, who married Elizabeth, 
daughter of John Ray, of Denston, in Suffolk, with whom he had been united fifty- 
six years, at the time of his decease in 1585, and who had borne him five sons and 
one daughter, named Anne, married to John Mootham. 

Thomas, the eldest son, married Anne, daughter of Robert Mordaiint, Esq. of 
Hempsted, of the dignified family of Lord Mordaunt, of Turvey, in Bedfordshire. 
By her he had Frances, married to Robert Wilkins, of Bumsted; Anne, the wife of 
John Alston, of Belchamp-Oton; Elizabeth, the wife of John Fryer, of Belchamp St. 
Paul; and Barbara, whose husband’s name was Harris. On the death of Thomas 
Craclu'rode, the father, in 1619, his son of the same name was his successor: he mar- 
ried Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Godbolt, of Finehcfamp, in Norfolk, by whom he 
had Mordaunt, Thoijaas, John, of Cranham Hall, in Romford, Richard, Elizabeth, 
Bridget, and Susan. Mordaunt succeeding to the family inh(»ritance on the death of 
his father, married Dorothy, daughter of Anthony Sammes, of Hatfi(dd Peverel, by 
whom he had Thomas, Anthony, Mordaujit^’*^ and Mary, the wife of Christr>phcr 
Layer, Esc(. (»f Boughton Hall. Thomas, the eldest son, married Anne, daughter of 
Christopher Layer, of Behdiamp St. Paul, by whom he had Thomas, his son and heir, 
who, in 1708, sold this estate to Colonel Piper, from whose family it passed to Henry 
Sperling, Esq. of Dines Hall. 

Camo’ys is the largest manor in the parish, originally holden of the honour of Clare, 
as two knights’ fees: 'the mansion-hous<? is a good ancient building, near the church, 
and it had formerly a park. A thane nanujd Got, hehl this lorclship as two manors, 
in the time of Edwanl the Confessor; and, at the time of the general survey, it be- 
longed to Hamo Dapifer. Part of the demesne lands anciently extended into Stam- 
bourne. It was holden as two knights’ fees, under Richard de Clar<*, by Sir Ralph 
de Camoys,! in 1262, and its name is deriveil from this proprietor, who rose to great 
celebrity as a warrior; and, after King Henry the Tliird, was takhu prisoner at the 
battle of Lewes. Sir Ralph was chosen by the discontented barons as one of their 
state counsellors, to govern the realm. In 1264, he was also stimmoned to {)arliament,* 
and died in 1276, leaving his son John his successor whose son Ralph gave this 

* Mordannt’s second \vifc,)va8 Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Edward Bullock, Esq of Faulkboraic. 

t <rhe 'laiiic of Ciiiiiinois is in the list of great men that came in with the Conqueror. — Chrome, J. 
liromtony col, 

I He jnarried !i£largaret, daughter and heiress of Sir .lohn dc(3atesden; and she forsaking him, and 
living in adultery with Sir Wiyiuni l*aynel* Injr husband quitted all his right and title to her, us also* to 
all her goods and chattels, spontaneously delivering aqd demising her unto the said Sir William, and 
releasing all title and claim to her and her appertenances . — See it copy of the deed in Dugdolc's Baron, 
vol. i. p. 707. Yet on his decease she clainuMl thirds of the Camoys estate, which was refused by order 
of parliament. Arms of Camoys : Or, on a chief gules, three plates. 
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estate, in m^rriuge ivith his daughter Ela, to Peter Gousel, or Goushill, of an ancient 
Yorksliire family, of which Giles Gousel, by Eminentia, daughter of Fulk do Oyry, 
of Gedney in Lincolnshire, had Peter, who, by the said Ela, his wife, had Ralph and 
Margaret.* On the decease of Ralph, in 1295, Margaret, his sister, succeeded to 
the estate, whose first husband was Philip le Despenser, fourth son of Hugh, earl of 
Gloucester, on whose death, in 1313, she was married to Sir John Roos. She died 
in 1330, leaving her eldest son, Philip le Despenser, who, at the time of his 
decease, in 1349, jointly with his wife Joan, held this estate of the Lady Clare. His 
son Philip had a son of the same name, his successor, who, dying in 1400, left, by 
his wife Margaret Cobham, Sir Philip, his son and heir, who, on his decease, in 1423, 
held this manor of the Earl of March, iis also those of Lyndsells, Little Stambridge, 
and a fourth part of the manor of Thaxted. He married Elizabeth, one of the daugh- 
ters and co-heiresses of Sir Robert Tiptoft, by whom he had his only daughter and 
heiress, Margery, f whose first husband was Sir Roger Wentworth, third son of John 
Wentworth, Esq. of Elms Hall, in Yorkshire, a younger braiudi of the Wentworths, 
of Wentworth Woodhouse, from whom descended the earls of Strafford. Her 
second husband was John, lord Rosse, by whom she had no issue; but, by Sir Roger, 
she had Philip and Henry, the first of this family seated at Codham Hall, and pro- 
genitor of the Wentworths of Gosfield and Rocking; she had also several daughters. 
On her decease, in 1175, Sir Philip, her eldest son, was heir to this estate. He 
married Mary, daughter of John, lord Clifford, and had by her Sir Henry, the father 
of Sir Richard, a knight banneret, who, by Anne, daughter of Sir James Tyrell, of 
Gipping, in Suffolk, had Sir Thomas Wentworth, of Ncttlested, created baron Went- 
worth yi 1529. By Margaret, daughter of Sir Adrian Fortescue, he was the father 
of Thomas, lord Wentworth, who came to this possession in 1551; he had also the 
manors of Hackney and Stepney, and was the last governor of Calais under Queen 
Mary. In 1557, he sold Camoys Hall to William Fitch, Esq. of Little Canfield. 
On his decease, ini 1578, he was succeeded by his son Thomas, whose heiress was his 
only daughter, married to Francis Mannock, Esq. of the Mannocks, of Giffords 
'Hall, in Suffolk, who, dying in 1590, was succeeded by his son William, whose son 
and heir, Francis, was created a baronet in *1627, and whose successors were Sir 
Francis, and Sir William, who, in 1713, sold this ihheritiince to Matthids LTnwins, 
of Ca^le Hediiighani, succeeded, in 1747, by his son of the same name, whose son 
Joseph was his successor. 

A family of the name of Flower were in possession of the estate named Flowers 
Hall, from the year 1369 to 1572: it is about two ‘miles south-west from the church. 

• Arms of Uoushill : Barry of six, or and azure, a canton crmiuc. 

t Anns of Despenser : Quarterly, argent and gules, in the second and third quartcr-s a fret or ; on a 
bend sable three mullets argent. 
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This estate paid quit rents to Nortofts, in Fiiichiugfield; and, in 1631, the capital CHAP. V. 
messuages called Flowers Hall, Giddings, and Brownes, are, in the inquisitions, stated 
to be holden of Edward Benlowes, Esq. of his manor of Justices, in Finchingficld, by 
the annual rent of eight shillings, one cock, one hen, and an egg and a half. It aft(T- 
wards belonged to. Henry Glascock, and, passing successively to numerous owners, 
became the property of Mr. Ralph Jephson, by marriage of the daughter of William 
Raymond, Esq. of Notley. 

The estate of Gobions was so named from a family of knightly dignity who had Gobions. 
large possessions in Finchingiield, Bardheld, Great Lees, Laindon, East Tilbury, and 
other parts of the county. Sir Thomas Gobion was high sheriff of Essex and Hert- 
fordshire in 1323, and John Gobion is in the list of the gentry of Essex in 1433.* 

From the Gobions it passed to the Gaipsford family, and to John Doreward, of Great 
Yeldham, whose heir was his brother John, from whom it was conveyed to the Vi^eiit- 
worth family. 

An estate named Ilawkes Hall, formerly l)elongcd to a family of the surname of 
Hausted ; afterwards it passed to the St. Martins, and to the noble family of Bourchier, 
some of whose under tenants were Joan, daughter of John Gilderich, of Peches, in 
Finchingiield, in 1422. and John Helion, lord of Bumsted Helion, in 1450. After- 
wards it passed, as Justices in Finchingficld did, to the Benlowes. 

Bradfields is an estate nearly a mile south-west from the church, deriving its name 
from John Bradfield, who, in 1393, held this, and the manor of Nicholls, in Shallbrd. 

It was in the possesf^ion 6f William Toppesfield, on his decease in 1480, whose heiresses 
were his two daughters, Elizabeth and Joan; the latter of whom, on the death of her 

sister, brought it in marriage to Paynell, or Pagnell, whose widow she was in 

1498. In 1573, Henry Paynell, Esq. held the manor of Bradiield, wjiich he left to 
his son Henry. 

An ancient capital messuage, about three quarters of a mile south-east from the Olivers. , 
church, was purchased, by John Oliver, of John de Itaclisden, iii't^c year 1360. He 
was one of Sir John Hawkwood’s esquires, companions, and feljow-warriors. It 
afterwards passed through several families to Mr. John Darby, of Little Walthan> ^ 
and to Mr. Solomon Edwards, of Thackstead.* 

The clmrch, dedicated to St;*Margarct, has a nave, south ^aisle, and chancel. It is Churcb. 
a spacious and not inelegant building, in good repair. About a centuj y ago, the 
origina? tower, of flint and rubble st(vne, fell down, and was rebuilt, in a substantial 
manner, with brick; Mr. Wilde, the rector at that time, subscribing £100 towards 
the expense. ^ 

Formerly there were both a rectory and, vicarage here, which continued siu^ces- 


* Fuller's Worthies, in Essex, p. 348. 
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n. sively in the patronage of the priory and college of Stoke. In what year and })y 
whom originally given to them is not known. The rectory was a sinecure, and so 
remained, till Thomas Kemp, bishop of London, finding the vicarage was grown so 
poor tliat it would not maintain an incumbent, and had been vacant and neglected 
several years, united the rectory to the vicarage. This re(4ory coming to the crown 
at the general dissolution of religious houses, was given, by Edward the Sixth, to 
his preceptor. Sir John Chcke; but, on the accession of Queen Mary, she, among 
other things, took this from him, and it has since remained in the patronage of the 
crown. In the tower there are five bells. 

Under an arch in the south wall of the chancel there is a very ancient stone tomb, 
the lid of which bears a cross in relief; there is no inscription, and it is not known to 
whom it belonged, hut is conjectured to have inclosed the remains of the founder of 
tlie church. 

A small mural niouuinent against the east wall of the chancel bears the following: — 

“ Kgo Hidiiiniiis Kini;, patria Hcrcfonliciisis, cdiicatione Oxonicnsls, profcssiom* 
ofliciu capelloiieus Jacobi Uvgis scrcnissinii, ct Imjiis ccclesia; vicarin^ 
indignus, ho<t in loco sacrosancto sponte dcpom) et rccondo corporis cxuvias. liaus 
Deo, Stilus ccclcsiiE, vt aiiiina: mcic rcquics, in Kteriniin. Aincn.” 

Translation : 

“ I, Uichard King, born in Herefordshire, and educated at Oxford, by prr)fession 
a divine, by oHiee a chaplain to King James, and of this church the unwoithy vicar, 
do’of my own accord deposit and lay up in this sacred place, the relllaiIl^ of my body. 

Ihaise he to Hod, prosi|»erity to the cliiirch, and rest to my soul fm- e\cr. Amen.’* 

A inaVble inonunieiit, ornamented with various symbolical devices, is inscribed: — 

« 

“ Sacrum uiemori:c pientissima^ firmime Dorcadis, uxoris GiiJ. Smyth, Armigeri ; 
qiii tail! prills vidiiam (.tiii.Uigg, triiiimiuc liberum matreiii, ob modestiaiii, pietateiii 
priideiifiam^.*>iiigulaVeiii, diivit; el in fniniliam prosapia eelebrem tradiixil: u1)i 
multos annos, ille, splendidic bosjiitalitatis, et eaudoris ; , iibi solcrtia^ fideiqiie 
inatn»nalis’<‘xeiuplar ; clure oiiiiiibii.sqiie nobilibiis leqne ae infimis, eharam siii jiie- 
moiiain reliqueriinv Landatissim.r avia: snx, saera seneetam lec'tioiie, meditatione, 

Ixinisq. operibus, indefesse cunsolauti* tandenn|. intq,r incredibilia sanetissimm auima* 
gaiidia, iiltro* in ^rluni iivolanti, U. liigg, nepos liisee s)i!nbolis pareiA.al et lachrymiji. 

Hoc pago, ediicata, nupta; Cressinga; moitiia* scpulta. Obiit llUW, Dec. IH, anno 
letat. 70.’* 

In English: 

“ Sacred to the iiieiiiory of that very pious woimin Dorcas, tlie wife of William 
Smyth, Ksq. wlio married her when the widow of William lligg, and the mother of 
three children, for her singular modesty, piety, and prudeiiee ; and transferred her 
to a tamily illustrious for its descent; wherein, as patterns respectively, for many 
years, he of splendid hospitality and integrity ; she of diligence antf conjugal (idelity ; 
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they left a remembrance of themselves warmly cherished by all, from the lowest to 
the highest : his much-honoured grandmother, who by reading the holy scriptures, 
by meditation, and by good works, unweariedly solaced her old age; and who at 
length, amidst the uiiiiriagiiiable delights of a truly pious soul, gladly winged her 
flight to heaven : H. Bigg, her nephew, consecrates this, with family emblems and 
his tears. She was born and educated in this village ; died and was buried at Cros- 
sing ; departing this life, December the eighteenth, in the seventy-sixth year 
of her age.** 

Three black marble tomb^stones within the communion rails bear inscriptions to 
the memory of Mrs. Elizabeth Erie, of Harborough, in Dorsetshire: of Robert 
Wihle, rector here in 1690: and of Richard Willet, rector, who died in 1731. 

A tomb-stone on the ground in the chancel bears the effigy of a man, but no in- 
scription. 

A brass plate on a second stone bears the following: 

“ Here lyeth biiryed William Crachcrod, gent who died Xth of Januarie, l.W, 
and Eliz. his vvyfc, the XVllfh of Feb. 158/.** 

A third stone is inscribed with memorials of other individuals of the same family; 
and on a brass plate on the ground there are the figures of a man and woman, in de- 
votional attitudes, in the costume of ancient times, and beneath them the following: 

“ Pray for the f»owlys of John Crachorowd and Agnes liis wyff ; the whyche JoJ»n 
decesyd the yere of our Lord God 1513, upon whose sowl Christ have mercy.** 

Some curious Romad renuiins were found on the twenty-eighth of June, J800, by 
a labourer making a ditch at the bottom of Red llaruiield, belonging to Rradfield 
farm, in this parish, about two miles west by south of the ancient Roman road from 
Colchester to Camborltum, or Cambridge. A skeleton was found, with a sword blade 
much corroded, and broken at two or three places, laid across its'ljf east. With it was 
a curious metal vase and patera, the latter resembling what anticpiavies call a pneferi- 
culum^ several elegant little cups of Samian ware, and one Rpman coin.' 

In 1821, there, were nine hundred .and twenty-eight, and, in 1831, one thousand 
and eighty-eight inhabitants in this parish. 


FINCIIINGFIELD. 

The situation of this parish is generally on low grounds, but in some parts vieing to 
a considerable height. The soil varies from a deep clayey loam, similar to the neigh- 
bouring parishes of Toppesfield and Stambourne, to the light and gravelly pasture 

' Archacologia, vol. xiv. p. 24. 
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H. ground bordering the river Blackwater.* The circumference is computed to be thirty- 
five miles. 

Stiimbourne and Toppesfield form its northern boundary, and it extends eastward 
to W<.‘athersfield and Sible Hedingham; on the south it joins Gosfield and Shalford; 
and its western l)oundary is the riv er Pant, or Blackwater, on the bonh^rs of which 
some hops have been grown. The hill on which tin* village and the church are 
situateil is of a gravelly soil, and 'the neighbourhood abounds with a fine wliite sand, 
in which many fossil shells arc found, mixed with veins of white and blue clays, par- 
ticularly in the high grounds called Justice Hill. The name in records is written 
Fincingfelda, Pliinciiigrelda, and Phincingefelda. The dissenters of the Independent 
denomination have a chapel here. The village is distant from Braintree eight, and 
from i^ondon forty-five miles. 

This extensive lordship, in the time of the Saxons, belonged to Algar, the cele- 
bratcMl earl of Mercia, f who luul also, in this county, Gestingtborp, Lammarsh, 
Weathersfiold, Felsted, Southhall, in Dunmow, Great Baddow, and Shalford: it 
afterwards belonged to Queen Edith, or Kdeva; and, at the time of the general sur- 
vey, was in the <lividcd poss(issioii of Alan, son of the earl of Bretagne*, who held those 
p.'irts which in the reign of Edward the Confessor belonged to three freemen, and 
were afterwanls named Spains Ifall, Jekells, Wood Hall, and Belcumber Hall: the 
share of Richard Fitz-Gilbert, hold(»n in the Confessor’s reign by two sochm.iii, and 
afterwards uanied Cormd Hall, Nortofts and Sculpins, Br^nt Hall, Justices, and 
Cockfields: the same Richard had also Boyton Hall, which, in the Cordessor’s reign, 
had belonged to a freeman named Colsege. There are also estates hercj named Wo- 
burns, or How* Hall, and Asliwell Hall. 

Tin? manor of Spains Hall, at tin? time of the general survey, was held, under 

♦ Avc!^a^"e ;iiirni<il pro/lifiy— wiusit ‘iO, b irlcy 31, <»ats 30 biislirls per aciT. 

t An ancifiit iiiaiiusfript sn|»plu*s the followiiiK pedigree : Le(»file, in the roi^n of Ktbelbald, King of 
Merrill, was sueeeedeil by Algar, earl of Leicester, who bad a son also named Algar, father of Leofrie, 
Varl of I.eieester, wdiosi- four sfliis were Leofrie, \h)riiiaii, slain by King Canute; Kdwin, .slain by (.iriffin. 
King of Wales ; and (b)dwin. lA‘ofrie, the eldest son, iiian ied^tbe beautiful Godiva,, sister of Tborold dc 
Bugenball, sheriff of Liiieolnsby-e. This celebrated lady bearing extraordiidiry affection fyr Co\ entry, 
earnestly ^'olleited lier husband to release the inliabitants from a grievous burthen laid upon them. He 
consented, upon condition she would ride naked through the streets of Coventry, which she s;.‘*;iiitled to. 
'rhis ad\i*iitiire was painted in one of the windows of Trihity eliurcli, in Coventry, under which were the 
following lines : 

, , “I, Lurie, for the love of thee. 

Do make Coventry toh free.** 

f 

He died in 1057, and his son and snceessor, Algar, died in 1050, leaving two .son.s, Edwin, earl of Mereia, 
and Morear, earl of Northumberland, and two daughters; Algitte, wife of King Harold, and Lucia, who 
had three husbands— Ivo Talboys, earl t»f Anjou, Roger de Romara, and R<(nulph dc Meschines, earl of 
Chester. 
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Count Alan, by Ilervcy de Ilispaniji, or Spain; and 1ms retained the name given to chap. v. 
it on this account. 

Alan Fergeiit, one of the Conqueror’s favourite chiefs, was rewarded for his services 
by several lordships, and particularly the earldom or honour of Richmond, in York- 
shire,’*' of which this lordship was holden. His two brothers, Alan the black, and 
Stephen, earl of Penthievre, and Alan the savage, son of the latter, wcrcj successively 
possessors of this estate. The last of these died in 1 166. Rut, previous to his de- 
cease, he gave this lordship to Alberic de Vere, and his heirs, f by the title of the 
service of William de Hispania, of three knights’ fees, and the service of William, 
son of William of Giechrell, of one knight’s fee, and the service of Richard Mascle.+ 

The family of Spain were seated here, or in the neiglibourhood, from the time of the 
Coiujucst, to the rtiign of King l^dward the Second. Ralph de Hispania witnessed a 
grant of Adeliza <le Vere to Colne priory :§ Richard had land in this parish in 1263. 

Gilbert is immtioned as father of William, and grandfather of Sir Richard; whose 
two sons were Richanl, and John, rector of Ging Ralph : to which last Sir Richard 
gave Old Hall, in 1312, by a deed witnessed by William de Wanton, William Ralph, 
and John <le Nortofts, knights; Robert Jekell, and William de Fluchinglield, living 
here at that time. || 

Ry marriage, or otherwise, this estate was (conveyed to tin* Kemp1[ family at an Kemp 
early period.*’*' John Kemp, of this place, in the reign of King Kdwanl the First, 
by hi:.; wife, Alice Gunter, ff ha<l Niciiolas, who married Margaret, daughter of 
Richard de Hispaiiia. This lady was living in 1310: John Kern]), their son, married 

a d;iughter of lleyiiioiHl, son of .Tohn d<i Lincoln, and had with her a considerable 

estate, in this parish, called R<*ymoiidys. John, their son, had also a sou of the same 
name, who, by his wife, whose maiden name was Arnn»shury, had Richard, living in 
1371. Ilis first wife’s name was Catharine, of whom no offspring is recorded: his 

second wife, Margaret, daughter of Robert .Jek(»ll, mercer; of London, brought him 

^ , ’ 

* Uciiristruiii lloruiris do Uiclimomh Kdit. Rot'. Gali. 

+ 'J’liis Albcric was oitlicr tho lirht oarl <if Oxford <»f this family, or his fathor the first ^oat ohamlxT'ain 
of England. ^ 

X Two charters of Coojit Alan, wifjiout date. 

^ Monast. Anglic, vol. ii. p. S7H. 

II From ')hi deeds, Ktlmftiid and Richard dc Spayne were rectors of Ashen in 1340 and 1 555.— AVwconrf , 
vol. ii. p. 18. , 

% This name is said to he dcrivetl from a Saxon or British word, used to denote a comhatant, champion, 
or iidfn at arms, and is yet retained in the dialect of NorAdk, where a football match is called camping', 
or kemping. 

Arms of Spain : Quarterly, vert and or ; over alia baton c»f the second. 

tf In an old deed, by his widow, dated at Finehingfield, tweiily-foiirtli Edward the First, and witnessed 
by Nicholas Pcche and otl‘>n\s, she calls herself** Pxor quondam Juhannis Kempe,'' and grants a piece of 
arable land, in a held opposite the gate of Brent Hall, to Williain Hunifrcy and Agnes hi.s wife. 
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son and heir, had, by his wife Alice Miles, a son named Robert, who, dyin^ in 1524, 
was buried in Kemp’s chapel, in this church; having had, by his wife Anne Apulder- 
Held, of Kent, seven sons and three daughters, none of whose names occur in records, 
except that of William, the eldest son: he married Mary, daughter of John Colt, and 
sister to Jane, wife of the celebrated chancellor. Sir Thomas More. The offspring 
of this marriage was Robert, Arthur, Henry, John, George, seated at Cavendish, in 
Suffolk; also Margery, married to George Cavendish, of Glemsford, in Suffolk; 
Aiiiic, wife of Thomas Wright, of Norwich; and Margaret, married to Thomas 
Downes, after whose decease she was married to a second husband, named Rush- 
borough. The second Avife of William Kemp, the father, Avas Mary, daughter of 
John Maxey, Esq. and Avidow of — ■ — Yardely; their marriage settlennnit bears the 
date of 1542. 


Robert Kemp, Esq. the eldest son, married Elizabeth, daughter of Clement Hig- 
ham, of BarroAv Hall, in Suffolk, chief baron of the exchequer, and had l)y her Wil- 
liam and Robert; Bridget, Avife of ClcmV'ut Paman, of Cheviugton, in Suffolk; and 
Dorothy, married to Ralph Lee, of Sussex. William, the eldest son, Avas rendered 
remarkable l)y the voluntary punishment of himself, for some impropriety of speech 
which ho considered highly criminal, and for Avhicli alh'ged offence ho irnposiMl a vow 
of silence during the term of sev<m years, to Avhich ho strictly submitted, Avith most 
extraordinary and undeviatlng perseverance: he died in 1628, having, in 1558, 
married Plnlippa, daughter and co-heiress of Francis Gunter, of Ahlbury, in Hert- 
fordshire, and had by her his only slaughter, Joan, married to John Burgoyne, 
Esq. of sSufton, in Bedfonlshire, His brother Robert, Avho Avas of Gessing, in 
Norfolk, married Frances Miiigay, ,and had by her Robert, Edmund, Elizabeth, 

Avife of — OuthiAv; Isabel, Avhose husband’s name Avas Coulter, of Aylsham; and 

Mary, marritul to Nicliolhr. Osborne, of ileydon, in Norfolk. Robert, the (ddest son, 
on his uncle Williafn’s decease, Avithout male issue, came to .the family inheritance of 
Spains Hall, and other esUites. He received the lionmir of knighthood in 1641. 
By Elizabeth, his Avife, dliughter of Nicholas Milh?r, Esq. of Kent, he had Robert, 
William, and Joan, maivied to »Sir Thomas Garcliner, ^son of Fivincis' Gardiner, Esq. 
of Tollesbury. The secoi'id Avife of Robert Kemp Avas Elizabeth, daughter of Robert 
Kemp, Es([. of Gessing; by her he luul his daughter Frances: his third •'-Aisife Avas 
Klizal)(»th Steuart; by her no issue is recorded.' After his decease, she Avas married 
to Captain King. • 

Sir'lTobert, the eldest son, dying without issued William Kemp, Esq. his brother, 
succeeiled: he married Ruth, daughter of Sir Gilbert Gerrard, of HarroAv-on-the- 
Ilill, ami had by her Mary, his only daughter, who became the Avife of Sir Francis 
Tibbalds. On the death of William Kemp, without issue male, Spains Hall descended 
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to Thomas, eldest son of Christopher Kernp, of Fiuchin^cld, who was ihe fifth sou c haf. V. 
of George K(?mp, of Cavendish: he had four wives, Elizabetli, daughter of Richard 
Randal: Mary, daughter of Andrew Fame; Elizabeth, daughter of Ralph Minors; 
and Elizabeth, daughter of John 8pringhaiu. By his first wife he had Mary, married 
to Benjamin Goodrich, and Elizabeth, wife of William Minors: by his second, he 
had John; Andrew, seated at Dorriugtou; and Elizabeth, wife of Raljdi Minors: by 
the third, he had Thomas, who married Philippa, daughtc^r and lieircss of Joseph Col- 
lard; Elizabeth, and Rebecca: by his fourth wife he had Elizabeth, who died young, 
and Anne, married to Thomas Briscoe, of London; on whose decease she was mar- 
ried to Jernegan Chaplyn, of Cometh Hall, in this parish. 

John Kemp, Esq. the eldest son, had three sons: Thomas and Andrew, who died 
young, and John, and seven daughters; Susan, married to Brian Broodey, of Barton, 
in Northamptonshire^, Mary, Alice, Anne, Elizabeth, Catharine, and Rebecca. 

John, the son and heir, dying without issue, loft the estate to his sister Mary,* who, 
in 1727, conveyed it, by marriage, to Sir Swinerton Dyer, hart, of Duninow, who 
having no children by her, it passed, on his -decease in 1736, to his brother, Sir John 
Dyer, and aft(*rwards to Sir Thomas Dyer, of whom this estate was bought, in 1760, 
by Samuel Rngglcs, Esq. of Booking, who was descended from a l)rother of George 
Ruggle, the eminent scdiolar and celebrated wit,” author of the Latin play called 
Ignoramus, (so well known to learned men), for the purpose of being performed 
before .Jann^s the First, ,on his visit to Cambridge, in March 1611. 

'File learned monarch w;^s so delighted with the wit, humour, and satire of it, that 
he wished the ainat(*nr actors, who were all gentlemen of the University, to perforin 
it before him in London, which they declining, the king paid a second visit >o Cam- 
bridge, for the express purpose of seeing ibis Jfavourite comedy again enacted, on 
the 13th of May, 16 M, and it has since been repeatedly performed by the scholars of 
Westminster school. 

The author himself never printed, nor even left a manuscript ’copy of it, having di- 
rected, in his will, that all his papers should be burned; but it was first published by others 
in 1630, and so soon as 1737, it reached a seventh edition, litsides having been twice • 
translated. In 1787, JVIr. Hawkins, sbn of Sir John Hawkings, and brother of Miss 
Hawkins, the accomplished authoress, puldished a well-eiliti'd edition of Ignoramus, 
with a r*f*.rV)f the author, who, he says, might rank with the bc^st scholars and dramatic 
poets of his time — that he was the youngest son of Thomas Ruggle, clothier, and Mar- 
gery Ias wife, of Lavenham, Suffolk, and that he was descended from an amnent and 

respectable family of the 'name of lluggeley,f though since gradually corrupted lo Ryg- 

« 

* Arms of Kemp: Argent, a ehevron engrailed, giiles, between three stars, azure. 

+ Rowland Ruggelcy, who^in 1703, published Miscellaneous Poems and Translations, in Hvo. is believed 
to have been of this family. 
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geiitlcineri of good note; “for, so early as the twenty-sixth year of the reign of King 
I^dward the First, viz. A.D. 1298, 1 find William de Ruggele de comitatu Staffordhe, 
recorded with an encomium for having performed faith! ul service to the king in his 
army, then in Flanders: and, in the tenth, thirteenth, and fourteenth of Edward the 
'rhird, Simon de Ruggcley was sheriff of the counties of Salop and Stafford, with 
the addition of valettus regls, ^ which shews,’ says my author, Hhat he was servant 
to the king in an honourable condition.’ In the tenth year of Henry the Fifth, they 
resided at ITawkesbeard, in Staffordshire; but I think that they originally settled at, 
and received tiicir surname from, a market-town named Ruggeley', or Rdgeley, in 
Staffordshire, and from this j)lace it was that they removed to Hawkesbeard.” 

Xicliolas Ruggeley, l^sq. of Hawkesbeard, bouglit an estate in Warwickshire, and 
was appointed ranger of Sutton Chace, in the second year of Hetiry the Fourth, which 
office be held until tin* tenth of Henry the Sixth. About 1423, he removed to Dun- 
ti»n, in the same county, and, in 1428, was sheriff* of Warwick and Leicesti?r. It 
seems, that at the beginning of the sixteenth century, a younger branch of the family 
removed first into rninrolnshirc, and soon after to Laveiiham, Suffolk, of which branch 
was George Ruggle, the author: he was baptized 13th Noveml)er, 1575, and educated 
at tlie graiinnar school of Lavenham; in 1581), he was sent to St. John’s Colh?ge, 
C-ambridge, ami, in 1598, was elected to a fidlowship at Clare Hall, having, in 1597, 
takcni his degree of Master, and gone into orders. 

The family removed from Lavenham, about 1680, to /Rocking, where and when 
John Ruggles, gent, purcliased lleadwell Hall, and the fipnily also possessed the 
manor ei Goddinge, in that parish, as mentioned by Morant, so late as 1678: and, in 
17(i0, Samuel* Ruggles, Ks<|. of Rocking, purchased Spains Hall, from Avliom it de- 
scended to his nephew, 'riionias Ruggles, Esq. in 1784, wlio, like his collateral 
ancestor, was distinguislK^d for his literary aetjuirements and authorship; lik(! hitn also 
li(! was edu(*ated At l.<avenhain school, where he formed a friendship with his school- 
I’ellow, Arthur Young, Esq. the eminent jigricultural writer, which terminated only 
‘ with the death of Mr. Ituggles, in 1813. From Lavenham school he went to Sidney 
College, Cambridge, a?ul, after taking his degree, wa*s called to. the bar by the society 
of tin? Inner Temple, of ‘which he afterwards became a bencher and treasurer. 

Mr. Ruggles was the author of “ The Rarrister, or, Strictures on theH^iducation 
proper for the Rar,” first published in the “ World,” and afterwards in two vols. duo- 
decimo. The high-minded autlior presented the copyright of this able work to Mr. 

* Anns of Uugulcs : Quarterly, first and fourtCi urgent, between three roses seeded and awned proper, 
a chevron gules, Kuggles : second and third gules, a cross argent, within a bordure sable, charged with 
eight eiiupiefoil.M, in each jpiarter a fret of the second, Brise. Crests : On a. wreath, first, four arrows in 
saltier, points downwards, barbed and Hedged ; second, out of a tower, or, fiames issuant. , 
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Dcightoii, of Cambridge, for assisting* him in some benevolent subscription connected 
with literature, as Mr. Dcighton told the writer of this sketch. As the work was much 
in demand by the profession, and a copy of it sold for thrice the publishing price, it was 
reprinted, in 1818, by Clark, Ihe law bookseller, (to whom Deighton had transferred 
the copyright.) There can be no better test of its merit. Mr. Ruggles was also the 
author of ‘‘ Tlie History of the Poor,” which lias gone through three editions. 

The right honourable George Rose having, from the time that the first edition of 
this able and beneficent work came out, had frequent communic?ations with the author 
on the subject of it, requested him, by direction of Mr. Pitt, to meet that minister, who 
was about to bring the subj(*ct of the Poor Laws before parliament. Accordingly, after 
dinner, at Mr. Rose’s, several rnciinbers of parliament, and other men of ability being 
also present, Mr. Pitt produced a sketch of the heads of his bill, which were severally 
discussed till between one and two in the morning; several subs«M]ucnt consultations also 
took place; and when the clauses of the bill were setlled, Mr. Ruggles was requested 
by Mr. Pitt, to explain shortly, in a panqdilet (o the public, the good eftects to be ex- 
pected from tlui measure. Mr. Ruggles was, however, prevented by illness from using 
the desired dispatch, and, when he was able to complete it, he sent a copy of it to Mr. 
Rose, who approved of it, but said Mr. Pitt had been so indefatigable in preparing the 
bill, and had altered it so much, that the pamphlet did not now altogether apply to it. 
Mr. Pitt sent the printed bill to Mr. Ruggles, desiring his observations upon it, which 
were ma<le; but, suffice’ it to say, that the war with France, which soon, after com- 
menced, induced Mr. Pitt \\ defer, and, afterwards, unfortunately to abandon his mea- 
sure. Mr. Ruggles also |)ubllshed, in the Arclueologia,* a well-written paper, throwing 
considerable light on the origin of the ducal family of Devonshire, besides many papers 
in ihe Annals of Agriculture, and other periodical publications of the <lay: he was an 
elegant scholar, and an excellent botanist, for which latter science h(* sh(*wed his par- 
tiality by restoring, in conjunction with Sir Tliornas Ciillum, bar^uLtheir joint expense, 
the momiment of the natiiralist Ray, in Notley church-yard. 

In 1779, he married Jane, daughter of .lohii Freeland, Esq. of Cohham, Surrejs 
by whom he ha(l a large family; tiie vilest surviving son, John Ruggles Brisc, Esq. 
is now in* possession of this esfate: the second son, Satnuql ‘Ruggles, was of Clare 
Hall, whei^-e he distil igfiished himself, being one of the wranglers of 1805, which dis- 
tinction led to his being elected a fellow of that society in the following year. But a 
weakn^ess of constitution, which greatly impeded his studies, brought him to an early 
grave, in 1807. 

The fine old gothic mansion of Spains Hall, standing in a varied and well-planted 
park, appears, from the style of the architecture, to have been built in the reign of 
Elizabeth; the entrancif-hall is spacious, being about forty feet in length, with width 

* Vide Archxologia, vol. xi. p. 50. 
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and heifjht m due proportion; and it is lighted by one handsome window, extending 
nearly its whole length. 

The capitfil manorial e.state of Dives and Peches has escaped the vigilaniiand prying 
research of Mr. Morant, and we think ourselves fortunate in being enabled, by the 
assistance of our respected friend, the Rev. F. Fisher, to present thetfollowing account 
from the deeds of the estate, compared with authentic documents, by a gentleman in 
the herald’s office. 

William Berners, Es(j. lord of Peches, in the parish of Finchingfield, in Essex, a 
descendant of Hugo de Berncrys, a Norman, who came into this country with Wil- 
liam tluj CoiKjueror, married Joanna, daughter and heiress of William Gilderiche^ 
Esq. of P(!ches, (by Alice his wife) and by her had John Berners, Esq. of Finching- 
field, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Simon Wiseman, Esq. He also married 
Eleanor, eldest daughter of Sir Edward l^aliner, of Ancering, in Siift’olk, knight. 
The several children he had by this scc^ond wife arc not recorded: by his first wife, 
Elizabeth, he luul Arthur Berners, who died v/ithout issue; Francis Berners, of 

Finchingfield, gent, who married Barbara, slaughter of Cornell, of Stebbing, in 

Essex, and had by her Francois, who died at Cologne; William, who died at Finchiiig- 

fiehl, having had, by his wife, daughter of Nash, and widow of Deresley, 

of Catlidge, in Cumberland, his son John Berners, living at Peches in 1611; Arthur, 
of Finohingfieid, a captain in Portugal, where he died, having married Joan, daughter 
of Pigot, of Chelmsford. ' • 

John, the fourth son of John and Elizabeth Berners, Quarried Joan, daughter of 
Philip Causton, of Essex, and had by her John Berners, of ’Finchingfield, living in 

1631. lie married Mary, daughter of Wallys, of Little Bardfield, in Essex. 

The offspring of John and Mary Berners was John Berners, of Finchingfield, owner 

of the manor of Peches^ in 1631, who married Mary, daughter of Wallys, of 

Little Bardfield, iry t^ssex, by whom he had John, aged about sixteen, in 1634, who 
died at Pecdies in 1692, William, his second son, Mary, and Elizabeth. John, the 
^eidest son, by his wife ./\ime, was the father of William, John, Anne, Mary, Eliza- 
beth, of whom Anne, the youngest daughter, \’ija8 married to John I^urman, gent, by 
whom he had Mary, feafah, married to Richard M^hill, of Finchingfield', yeoman; 
and AiifiO, married to Martin Olley, of Finchingfield. • ^ 

In 1729 and 1730, Mary, Sarah, and Anue.Durman, the three daughters and co- 
heiresses of Anne Durinan (who inherited Dives and Peches from her brother^ Wil- 
liam) conveyed this estate to John Barnerd, of l^raintree, apothecary, who, dying in 
1732, left it to his son, John Barnerd, .entailing it on his grandson, John Barners 
Barnerd, who sold it, in 1767, to Mrs. Sarah Reeve (formerly Ruggles) who disposed 
of it, in 1772, to John Ruggles, Esq. of Spains Hall, who dying in 1776, it became 
the property of his first cousin, Thomas Ruggles, Esq. who, at his death in 1813, 
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bequeathed it to his four daughters, Maria, Jane, Frances Brise, and S(»phia Lydia. 
Jane having been married to John Walford, Esq. son of Luke William Walford, Esq. 
of Bardiield Hall, died in 1822; Frances Brise married the Rev. Charles Fisher, 
rector of <^ington; and Sophia Lydia having married her first cousin, the Rev. Henry 
Freeland, rector ^pf Hasketon, Suffolk, died in 1827. 

Jekells, corru]|llly written Juckells, Jykels, Jugils, Gigels, forming part of the pos- 
sessions of Alan Fer^nt, tvdft with Spains Hall, given by his successor to Alberic de 
Vere, under whom, and his successors, it was holden, as of the honour of Castle 
Hedingham, by William Juckell, or Jeckell, by his son Robert, in 1254? and 1269; 
by Simpn Jeckell in 1276: by a second Robert, in part of the reigns of Edward the 
First and Second; and by Roesia, the daughter of Robert, in 1339. It had come 
into the possession of Richard Clovill in 1360 to 1371, who held it as one knight’s 
fee.* It soon after.wards came to the Kemp family, of Spains Hall. It afterwards 
became the property of Lady Mainwaring, who sold it to Mr. John Hammond, in 
1770, whoso only child, by miu'riage, conveyed it to Mr. John Beddall, whose daugh- 
ter married Mr. James Bonnet Foster, the present owner. 

The manor of Wood Hall passed from Alan Fergent, as Jekells did. to the Vere 
family, and under them was holden as half a knight’s fee: the lands lie in this parish, 
Hempsted, and Little Samford. 

In the reign of King Edward the Third, this estate was successively in the posses- 
sion of William Crochman, and John and William, his sons; and the latter left it to 
his only daughter,* Mary, tor Mariota; who was married, first, to John*Wyneslow, 
Esq. of Wyneslow Hall, also named Crochn^ans, in Hempsted; her second husband 
was Thomas Holgyll:*on her death, in 14?10, she was in possession of the. mansion 
and est;ite of Woodhall, and was succeeded b)^her son, William Wyncelow, who, 
dying in 1419, left his only daughter, Joan, his heiress; succeeded, on her decease in 
1431, by her kinsman, Walter Huntington, son of John Hui^ngton, sou of Elizabeth, 
sister of William Crochman, the younger. Walter, on his decl?asc in 1443, was 
succeeded by Thomas, his son and heir, who married Margaret, daughter of William 
Tyrell, Esq. of Rawreth, by whom he had two daughters^! co-heiresses: Margaret, • 
married to John. Paris, of Linton J and Anne, the wife of \Yilliam Mordaunt, Esq. 
chief proChonotary of the king^ bench, who had with her this estiite. Robert Mor- 
daunt, wbd died in 15^2, was his son or grandson; and his son Philip having died 
before him, he was succeeded by his ^andson, John Mordaunt, on whose death, in 
1574, Jiis brother James succeeded to this estate, but died in the year following, and 
was succeeded by Robert, his brdther, who, at the time of his decease, in 1602, was 
in fiossession of this and other esUitcs itf Hempsted, Samford, and elsewhere. 

Feodar. Honoris dc Hedingham ad Castrum, 1S12 and 1371. 
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Lcstran^e ordaunt, Esq. the son of his brother Henry, of Massingham Hall, in Nor- 
folk, was his heir, in whose iamily the estate continued, till sold by Sir Robert Mor- 
daunt, bart. to Eliab Harvey, Esq. brother of the learned and celebrated ph;||aician. Dr. 
William Harvey. 

The inan^on of Belcumber Hall is about two miles north-west «from the church, 
and the estate is mentioned as belonging to the honour of RichmoiHl, and held of the 
crown, in the twenty-sixth of Queen Elizabeth, by Willlhm BeMowes, of Brent Hall. 
It afterwards formed part of the possessions of Richard Chiswell, Esq. of Debden 
Hall, who sold it to Mr. Whitehead, the grandfather of the present proprietor, Mr. 
Thomas Whitehead. 

The manor of Cornet Hall has the mansion nearly a mile and a half north-west froih 
the church. It was formerly called the manor of Finchingfield, and the manor of 
Norton. In the reign of Henry the Third, it was holden of Richard de Clare, earl 
of Gloucester and Hertford, by Richard de Comherth; and its present name is derived 
from this family; Richard and Angot de Cornerth held lands here in the time of 
Edward the Second; Sir Thomas de Corperth was a descendant of Richard, and the 
father of George and John: he sold the reversion of this estate to John Vyne, citizen 
and draper, of London, whose heirs sold it to Sir Thomas Culpeper, one of whose 
descendants sohl it to John Chaplyn, in 1.576, whose son and heir, Thomas, on his 
(leceasc in 1627, left it to his cousin, James Chaplyn, who married Joan, daughter of 
Thomas Digby, of Halstead, and bad by her James, Edmund,^ Elizabeth, married to 

Unwhi, of Bumsted Steeple, and Jane, the wife of Thomas Wilson, of Jenkins, 

in Stysted. James, the eldest son, by h\s wife Elizabeth, (mughtcr of William Begge, 
Esq. of Barwick Hall, in Toppesfield, by Susan, eldest daught'er of Thomas Jernegan, 
Esq. son and heir of Sir John Jernegan, knt. of Somerley, in Lovingland, Suffolk, 
by whom he had .Ternegan, Thomas, Joseph, Elizabeth, married to John Richardson, 
of East Barnet, and Jane, wife of Robert Stubbing, of Iveton, in Bumsted Helion. 
Jernegan marrying Jane, daughter of Nicholas Ashmundesbam, of Thistleworth, had 
James; Elizabeth,' married to Thomas Goldsburgh, Esq. of Chipping Ongar; Jane, 
*tlle wife of John Clieveley, Esq. one of , the clerks in chancery; Margaret, the wife of 
Richard Wood; Susauj,^ mcirried to John Montagud, Esq. of Lincoln’s Inn; and Anne. 
The second wife of Jernegan Chaplyn was Elizabeth, widow of Thomas Kemp, Esq. 
in whose right he enjoyed Spains Hall. James, his son, died before him, leaving, by 
his wife, Elizabeth Avery, of Haverhill, Elizabeth, his only daughter and heiress, who 
conveyed the estate, by marriage, to George Gent, Esq. of Moyns, in whose/amily 
it has continued to the present time. 

The manor-house of Nortofts is ple&santly situated, a mile south-east fronv^the 
* Who married Mary, daughter of Christopher Kemp, of Finchingfield. 
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church. Of the ancient family tlrom whom it has received, or to whom it has given 
its name, John de Nortoft was living in 1229, and John, his descendant, held this 
estate in 1321, which, in 1375, Edmund de Nortoft and his wife Anne held of Sir 
John de Nbville, as of his manor of Clavering. Emma and Florentia, the daughters 
of his son Edmund,* were his heiresses; and one of them is supposed to have been 
married to Heni;y Helyoun, of Bumsted Helion, who, in 1391, held this estate of 
Lord de Neville, by tbe service of one knight’s fee. John, his son, succeeded to this 
and his other estates, and, dying in 1450, left two daughters, co^hciresscs: Philippa, 
married to Sir Thomas Montgomery, who died without offspring; Isabel, who was 
the wife of Humphrey Tyrell, Esq. and whose only daughter, Anne, by marriage, 
conveyed a large inheritance to Sir Roger Wentworth, of Codham Hall, in Wethers- 
field: she died in 1534, and Sir Roger died in 1539, leaving .Tohn Wentworth, Esq. 
their only son, who, on his decease in 1567, left Anne, his daughter and heiress, 
(afterwards Lady Maltravers); on whose decease, without issue, in 1580, this and other 
estates descended to her cousin, John Wentworth, who, dying in 1588, his son and 
successor, John Wentworth, sold Nortofts to George Mead, son of John Mead, Esq. 
of Elmdon. The Mead family came from Somersetshire into this county, in the reign 
of 'Henry the Sixth, and first settled at Elmdon. George, the purchaser of this estate, 
kept his first court here in 1602: John, his eldest son, was of Lincoln’s Inn, and, by 
his wife Dorothy, daughter of Sir Thomas Wendy, knt. of Haslingfield, in Cam- 
brid*ge8hiro, had John; and Elizabeth, married to Sir Samuel Brown, one of the 
justices* of the con^pion* pleas. George Mead, by will, dated 1629, the .year of his 
decease, left part of his estVtes to his wife Dorothy during her life, remainder to his 
son and his son’s wife, and their respective heirs. John Mead, by his wife Elizabeth, 
daughter of William Mewes, Esq. of the Isle of Wight, by Dorothy, daughter of Sir 
Francis Barrington, knt. and bart. had John, wlfb died without issue; Joan, married 
to Roger Rant, of Swaffham, in Cambridgeshire; and Dorothy, married to John 
Marshall, Esq. The family estate being divided by lot, Nortqfts, became the share 
of R. Rant,f and Sculpifts* which had been united, was now separjated, forming the 
portion or share of John Marshall, Esq. The present proprietor, Mr. Robert Sinitb, 
purchased this estate, about the year^ 1817, of Mr. Lord, whose family (of Bishop 
Stortford),had been for several 'generations in possession of ^t.' 

The mansion-house ^f Sculpins is above a mile north-cast from the church; pre- 
vious to its separation from Nortofts, it bad been named, in records, Scanspoons, Skon- 

spulls, and Sculpins. The family who first held it as a separate estate derived them- 

» 

* William dc IJiford, earl ol Suffolk, had afterwards this manor as a knight’s fee, and it was so holden 
of him. — Inquis. fifth Richard Second. Anns of Nortoft : Sable, a lion rampant, or. 

t Arms of Rant : Ermine, on a fesse sable, three lions rampant, argent, liugued and armed, gules. 
Crest : A helmet on a torse the held, a tyger sejant. 


CHAP. V 


Mead 

family. 


Sculpins. 



660 


HISTORY OF ESSEX. 


BOOK 11. selves from the noble stock of the Marescalls^ of whom John, nephew to William 
Marescall, earl of Pembroke, was sheriff of Lincolnshire in 1215, and obtained a grant 
of the office of marshal of Ireland,'^ from King John. John Marshall, or Marescall, the 
son, married Margery, sister of Thomas Newburgh, earl of Warwick. The line of 
succession of this family continued in his descendants successive^, in the names of 
William, William, John, Roger,. William, William, and, of this last, the son lived 
at Somercotes, in Lincolnshire, and was returned as one of the gentry of that county, 
in 1433. His son John married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Ralph Bingham, by whom 

he had Ralph, who married the daughter of Neville, Esq. of Rolleston, and had 

a son, named Thomas, whose wife Anne, daughter and heiress of William Musson, 
of Calais, was the mother of John, who, by Anne his wife, daughter and heiress of 
Henry Cave, J^^sq. had William, John, John, Henry, and Elizabeth. John, their 
surviving son, was the father of Thomas, William, John, Joseph, and two daughters. 
Thomas, by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Roger Rant, Esq. of l^waffham, had John; 
Eleanor, the wife of Edmund Tooke, Esq. of Dartford, in Kent; Elizabeth, married to 
Sir Francis Theobald, knt. of Barking, in Suffolk, a person intimately acquainted with 
the oriental languages, and to whom Dr.*Castel dedicated his Lexicon Heptaglotton; 
and Mary. John, the only son, received the honour of knighthood in 1681, on pre- 
senting an address from this county to King Charles the Second, and was in the com- 
mission of the peace nearly fifty years. He married, first, Dorothy, daughter and co- 
heiress of John Mead, Esq. by whom he had Elizabeth, married to Sir Maynard 
Jenour, ba^t. of Bigwood, in Dunmow. The second wife of John Marshall was 
Lucy, daughter and co-heiress of Sir John Wiseman, of/Bradokes, in Wirnhish, hy 
whom he had William and John. William marrying Elizciheth, daughter of Sir 
William Blacliett, hart, had William, who married a daughter of Samuel (latward, 
couiisellor-at-Iaw, hy whom he left •two daughters, Anne and 1-iUcy.f This estate is 
now the property of Mr. Edmund Davy. 

Justices. The manor of Justices formerly belonged to the honour of Clare ; and, with Haw- 
kishalls, in Toppesfiidd, was holdeii by the service of on6 knight’s fee. They were 
both of them sold by John Inworth to Edmund Helyon, in 1379, and successively 
became the property of Thomas Gifford, William Helyon, William Berners, and 
William Gildcri(!h, who married the daughter of William Helyon, and she. held these 
inanorsias his widow, in 1400. , 

The mansion of Justices is about a mile no^rth-east from the church: this estate is 
now the property of Sir Francis Vincent, of Dchden Hall. 

Cock- Of the manor of Cockfields no account is found (ill the time of Henry the fiighth, 
in whose reign William Clopton, Esq. jield it ol‘ Queen Catharine, as half a knight’s 

♦ Fuller's Woitliic.s in Lincolnfihire, p. 170. 

t Armii of Marshall : Paly of six^ crinine and gules, on a chief azure, thrtfe eagles* heads erased, or. 
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fees of her Castle of Clare. On his decease^ his wife Rose was married to Sir Giles t;HAP. V'. 
Grevillcs and held this estate till her death in 1525, when it passed into the possession 
of William Clopton, her son by her first husband. It afterwards belonged successively 
to Thomas Throgmorton, Esq., Margaret his wife, and to .lohn Whorwood, who, in 
1573, sold it to William Benlowes, Esq. serjeant-at-law, and Thomas Chaplyii, 
whose son, William Chaplyn, bought a moiety of this estate of his father, and paid 
his relief in 1584; and, the following year, purchased a third part of the remaining 
moiety, of William Willow and Thomas Borles, for the use of himself and Alice his 
wife, and the longest liver;* which part seems to be that afterwards bought of Dr. 
Gascoign, by Colonel Farwell. This, as well as the last^mentioned estate, is at pre- 
sent the property of Sir Francis Vincent, bart. of Debden Hall. 

Brent Hallf is pleasantly situated, about half a mile from the church, on the road 
leading to Samford, contiguous to Spains Hall, the residence and estate of John Bug- 
gies Brise, Esq. to whom it was sold, in 1828, by Sir Francis Vincent, bart. the heir 
of the estates of the Chiswell family, formerly of Debden Hall, in the same county. 

It belonged to the Benlowes family so early as about the year 1550, and, at the de- 
cease of Christopher Benlowes, descended to his son, William Benlowes, Esq. a 
Roman Catholic gentleman, equally distinguished by his piety and munificence to the 
poor, who was a member of Lincoln's Inn, and for a period during the reign of Philip 
and Mary, solely enjoyed the rank of seijeant-at-law in his profession. His charitable 
luniefactions during his life, and under his will, were numerous and considerable to 
the poor of Halstead, Mhplestcad, Sible Hedingham, of Bucking and 'rhajjted, where 
he had a house for his oc^sional residence, of Finchingficld, and also of Bardfield, 
where he also resided, hi a house called the^ Place, in which village, besides other 
charities, he endowed a school, for the education of poor children; and, by his will, 
ordered to be erected, in the church thereof a chAntry, for the offering of prayers for 
the souls of King Philip .and Queen Mary, of Christopher and Elizabeth Benlowes, 
his father and mother, and for the souls of the founder and his pitc*, with an endow- 
ment, out of the great tithes *of Bardfield, of ten marks annually. He/leparted this life 
19th November, 1584, and, together with his second wife, Eleanor, tiaughter of iSis ^ 

Edward Palmer, ^knt. of Angmering, jSussex,’ and widow of John Berners, Es(j. of 
Peches, in • Finchingfield, was interred in the chancel of the^ church at Great Bard- 
field, where a monumorit is erected to his memory, inscribed with a copy of Latin 

* From the Uolli of the honour of Clare. 

+ This account was published in the G^ntlctnan's Magazine for 1830 . It is said to have derived, its 
name from having been twice destroyed by lire, and is one of the three knights’ fees held here of the 
honour of Clare, its most ancient pos.scssors on record being the Febners, of Pebmarsh, who also assumed 
the name of Fitz-Ralph ; afterwards it passed to William Ayliff, to Nicholas Collins, and to the family uf 
Benlowe. 
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verses^ not unworthy the attention of the curious traveller. He was succeeded in his 
estates at Finchin^eld and elsewhere, together with the impropriated tithe and ad- 
vowson of the vicar^e of Bardfield, by his son, William Benlowes, Esq. who, dying 
in 1613, was succeeded by his grandson, Edward Benlowes, son of his eldest sou 
Andrew, whom he survived. 

E<hvard Benlowes, Esq. of Brent Hall, in Finchingtield, who has styled himself 
upon some occasions, probably during the civil wars, Tiirmae equestris in com. Essex 
praofectis,” born in 1602, was admitted a fellow-commoner of St. John’s College, 
(^^ambridge, to which society he was idler wards a benefactor: after devoting some 
time to foreign travel, he distinguished himself by his proficiency in elegant literature 
and taste for sacred poetry, in which he was intimately associated with consentient 
contemporaries of literary eminence; with Fhincas and Giles Fletcher, the former the 
author of the Purple Island; with Francis Quarles, author of the Emblems and other 
l^ems, which share the approbation of the present day; and llorriant, Payne, and 
Fisher, are also named in the circle of his literary acquaintance. 

Mr. Benlowes appears to have fixed his residence for some time at Brent Hall, 
from which place he dates some complimentary verses to his friend Quarles, prefixed 
to the publication of his Emblems, in 1634; and in this retreat perhaps, besides other 
eftbrts of his taste and imagination, he may have written his sacred poem, entitled 
‘‘ Theophila, or I move’s Sacrifice,” a divine poem, published in 1652, to which is 
prefixed a print of the author,* to whom, amongst various complimentary verses 
introduced, at the buginning of the volume, will be found ;some lines signed 
“T. Benlowes.” 

There is likewise prefixed to the volume of the poems ofVthe Fletchers, copies of 
verses, with tj*® signatures of “ W. Benlowes,” and E. Benlowes.” Although 
T. Benlowes and W. Benlowes, wlfo participated in the same taste for sacred poetry, 
may be presumed to have been kindred of Mr. Edward Benlowes, memorials have 
failed to render tholr degr(»es of consanguinity apparent. Negligence of his affairs, 
and perhaps imprudence, unfortunately after a time ilifolved this gentleman in 
pecuniary difficulties; so that, about the year 1654, he was induced to suffer a recovery, 
in order to enable him to alienate his family estates ;rto which deed of recovery his niece, 

* He published, Sphinx Th^ologica seu MusicaTcmpli, iibi discurdia concurs. Cant. 16$6 — 1628, octavo. 
Iloiiorifiea Armorum Ccssatio, sive Pacis et Fidci Assoeiatio, Lond. 1648 * 8vo. Theophjja, or Love's 
Sacrifice, a divine Poem, several parts thereof made to fi^airs, by Mr. J. Jenkins, with curious engravings 
on wood and copper, fol. Lond. 1652. Summary of Divine Wisdom, 4to. Lond. 1657. A Glance at the 
Glo/ies of Sacred Friendship, on a large sheet. Threninthrianibeuticon, or Latin Poems on Kinf Charles 
tlie Second's Restoration, on a large sheet, 1660. Oxonii Encomium Poefaa, Lond. 1672, folio. Oxonii 
Klogia, Oxon. 1073, on a large sheet. Magia Csefestis, Oxon. 1673, fol. sheet. Echo veridica Joco-Seria, 
Oxon. 1073. Against the Pope, Papists, and Jesuits. Truth’s Touchstone, a folio sheet. Annotations 
for the better confirmitig the several truths in the said Poem. % 
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Philippa Benlowes^ and Walter Blount, Esq. of Maple Durhani, Oxfordshire, after- 
wards her husband, were parties in conjunction with others, whose names are recorded 
ih the deeds. Soon after the sale of Brent Hall and his other estates, in 1657 , Mr. Ben- 
lowes fixed his residence at Oxford, where, afteh subjecting himself to imprisonment 
tor debts and engagements in which he had involved himself for others, he departed 
this life in 1686 , and was interred in the north aisle of St. Mary’s church, when the 
funeral expenses were paid by the contributions of several scholars, influenced by com- 
passion for his misfortunes, or a respect for the literary reputation* of this gentleman, 
of whose family no longer any other vestiges than those of former beneficence are to 
be traced in the neighbourhood of their ancient patrimony :f there is said to be extant 
a portrait in the gallery of the public library at Oxford, from which perhaps the print 
is taken, found prefixed to the edition of Theophila before mentioned. 

The mansion of Boy ton Hall, lying north-east from the church, belongs to the estate 
held in the time of Eclward the Confessor, by a freeman of the name of Colsege, and, 
at the survey, belonged to Richard Fit/-Gislebert. Juliana de Boy ton and her son 
William, who had this estate in the reign of Edward the First, are believed to have 
derived from it their surname. Afterwards it became the property of William de 
Keynes, and of the Basset family; and, in 1260 , was given by Sir Philip Basset, of 
Hedingdon, in Oxfordshire, to the dean and chapter of Bt. Paul’s, to maintain three 
priests, to celebrate mass continually at the altars of St. Chad, St. Nicholas, and St. 
Ethelbert the* king, in that cathedral, for the soul of his elder brother, Foulk Basset, 
bishop of London; ^imh* of the officiating priests to receive one hundre]^ shillings 
yearly, out of this manor; a^d he also gave out of his lands in Boreham and Fairsted, 
an additional annuity of one hundred shillings.:|:' The estate was formerly held by the 
sergeancy of keeping five wolf-dogs for the king’s use. It has remained jn the posses- 
sion of the dean and chapter to the present time. * 

* It is stated in Wood's Athensc Oxuniensis, that ** being a very iiiiprudent mH|i,in matters of worldly 
concern, he did, after he w'as vested in his estate at Brent Hall and elsewhere, which amounted to seven 
hundred, some say, a thousand pounds per unniiiii, make a shift, though never marl'ied, to squander it 
mostly away on poets, flatterers, musiciians, and buffoons. He gave from hii) said estate a large portion" 
with his niece Philippa, and also very imprudently entered himself into bonds for the payment of other 
men’s debts, vyhich he being‘*not able to^o, was committed to prison at O.KfoM ; and after he had been 
courted and admired for his ancient extraction, education and parts by great men, and patron to several 
ingenious men in their necessities; and by his generous mind, void of a- prudential foresight, had spent a 
very fair estate, did pass his last days at ^xoti, in Dbscurc condition : in which, for want of convenienclcs 
required fit for old age, as clothes, fuel, and warm things to refresh the body, lie marched off in a cold 
season, ox! the eighteenth of December, at eight of the clock at night, an. 167fi, aged seventy-three years 
or more."— Athtna^ cd! 1721, vol. ii. Al. 204. 

t Arms of Bcnlowes: Gules and or, quarterly, indented; a bend, or, charged with a cinquefoil, be- 
tween two martlets, azure. Crest : A centaur with bow and arrow, or. 

• X William Dugdale's Histor;sof St. Paul’s. 
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An estate named Woburnes, Obornes, and How Hall, is first mentioned in records 
toward the* close of the reign of Henry the Eighth, as being the property of Thomas 
Tillesdoii, Esq. who dwelt in a capital messuage named Randys, and had also other 
estates in this parish, and in the neighbourhood. On his decease, in 1562, he left his 
daughters, Margaret and Anne, his co-heiresses. Giles and Edward Greene, Esqs. 
were the next proprietors; succeeded by John Newport, Esq. whose widow Mary, in 
1665, sold the estate to Sir William Beversham, Esq. one of the masters in chancery, 
who left it for life to his wife Dorothy, and, on her decease, to his. two daughters, his 
co-heiresses; Dorothy, married to Sir George Rivers, bart. and Elizabeth, married 
to Sir Robert Filmcr, bart. and they sold it to Sir Richard Pyne, knt. lord chief 
justice of Ireland, who paid his ingress fine in 1700. His successor was his son, Henry 
Pyne, Esq. of Codhain Hall, in Wethersfield, succeeded by his son, John Pyne, Esq. 
and the present proprietor is Captain Pyne. 

The manor of Ashwell Hall is nearly two miles south-south-east from the church, 
and in records is named a hamlet, as is also Boyton Hall. 

In the time of Edward the Confessor, it was holden as a manor of half a hide of 
land, by a sochman named Felaga; and, at the time of the general survey, belonged to 
Walter Coens (the cook) who had also an estate in the adjoining parish of Shalford. 
A family surnamed, from this place, De Ashwell,’*' held this estate in the time of King 
Henry the Second; and afterwards it was held by them, jointly with the family of 
Somner, by the service of finding a brochc, or spit of maple, to roast the king’s meat, 
fm the day of his coronation.f It was successively held by Henry le Somner, in the 
commencement of the reign of Edward the First; by M^alter, his son, who died in 
1294; and by Roger, the sou of Walfer; on whose decease, in 1321, John, his son, 
succeeded, dying in 1361, followed by his sou Henry. 

'Phe Gobion family appear in the^records as holding this estate. John Gobion died 
here in 1422, leaving Margaret, his only daughter and heiress, married first to John 
Ashall, and after\^r^Is to John Simond: she died in possession of this estate in 1424, 
as did also her .husband in 1444; and Joan, his daughtef and heiress, by marriage 
I'onveyed it to her husband, William Gaiiisford, whose son Richard died in possession 
of it in 1484, leaving his brother John* his heir. In 1550, fourth of Edward the Sixth, 
Agues Smyth, widow, ^and others, sold this estates to John* Wiseman, .the son of 
Thomus Wiseman, of Great Waltham and Bradoc&s. He was succeeded, on liis de- 
cease in 1558, by his son Thomas, who was s^icceeded, in 1588, by his son William. 

In 1631, the estate seems to have again come into the Smyth family, William Smyth 

• « , 

• The iiiuiic is written in records, Asscwcll, Eswell, Halhwell. 

t The sergeaney at Srst was, being Hostilarhis Domini Regi, supposed to have been something similar 
to almoner to the king ; it was converted into a yearly payment of six shillings and eightpence into the 
king's exchequer. 
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dying in possession of it: his brother^ Sir Thomas Smyth, otherwise Nevjlle, was his chap. v. 
heir, and sold Ashwell Hall to Martin Lumley, Esq, of Great Bardfield, who died in 
possession of it in 1634>: his son, Martin Lumlcy, Esq. created a baronet in 164*0, was 
his successor; whose heir, in 1702, was Sir Martin; in 1710 followed by a son of the 
same name. 

This estate and that of Hawkins Harvest belong now to Guy’s Hospital. 

An estate here, in Saxon times in the possession of Norman and Ulric, and at the 
survey holden by Eustace, earl of Boulogne, from whom it descended to his grand- 
daughter Maud, married to King Stephen, was given, by King Henry the Second, 
to the Knights Templars, and became part of the manor of Crcssiiig. 

The church is of stone, and pleasantly situated on an eminence. It has a nave, Church, 
north and south aisles, and a chancel, and is dedicated to St. John the Baptist. The 
tower, which is of stone, contains five bells: formerly there arose a lofty spire, leaded, 
from this tower, but it was blown down and demolished by the extraordinary high 
wind of 1702, which also at the same time destroyed or unroofed eighteen barns in 
this parish. 

The Bigots, earls of Norfolk, were in possession of this church soon after the Con- Hcctory. 
quest; and Roger Bigot having founded the priory of Thetford in 1103, William, 
his son, gave to it two parts of the tithes of his lands here, and all the right he had to 
the churcdi: in 1225, the whole of the great tithes of this parish were ap[)ropriated 
to the priory, and a vicarage endowed, which continued in the gilt of that house 
till the general d&solutiop; and, in 1540, the rectory, called a manor, nwA the 
advowson of the vicarage, \^ere granted to Thomas, duke of Norfolk, by King Henry 
the Eighth, to be holden by the service of one knight’s fee. Upon this Tiobleman’s 
attainder, the premises were granted, by Edward the Sixth, to Anthoily Browne, in 
1553; but, on the reversal of the duke’s attainder, in the same year, the first of Queen 
Mary, the latter grant was set aside, and, in 1557, the inaiuiy and rectory of Finch- 
ingfield, with the advowson of the vicarage, was let on a lease for**ninety-ninc years, 
and a court held in the name of Thomas, duke of Norfolk, and his under tenant, 

Robert Kemp, Esq.; and, in Easter term 1641, a common recovery was sufteredj 
which, by deed dated June twenty-eighth of the same year, was declared to be for the 
use of Thdhias, earl of ArundePajid Surrey, and of his heirs and assigns. In 1656, 
on the expiration of thd lease, for want of a timely renewal, this estate was losf to the 
Kemp family, and granted to Richard Marriot, Esq. and his heirs. 

A r^iligious association called Trinity Guild was founded here by Henry Onions, Trinity 

William Sergeant, Richard Walkfar* Richard Mortimer, and Kemp, Esq.* to 

find a Guild priest. It was endowed with lauds in this parish named Onions, Lernet, 
Redheads, and Mortimers; and with Yeld Hall upon the hill. 

4^2 
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On the north side of the chancel is Kemp’s chapel, belonging to Spains Hall; and, 
on the opposite south side, Berner’s chapel, belonging to the manor of Peches. In the 
centre of the last^mentioiied chapel there is a very handsome ancient tomb, ornamented 
on the top and on the four aides with coats and quarterings of arms,* and male and 
female figures of brass, understood to represent John Berners and his first wife Eliza- 
beth; but the inscription in contracted Latin, in old English characters, is so much 
defaced, as to have been universally considered illegible; yet the careful and attentive 
examination of a learned friend has supplied us with the following explication : 


“ Here lies John Berners, and Elizabeth his wife, the daughter of Simon 

Wiseman, Esq. which said John died day of Anno Domini 1500; and the 

said Elizabeth died the 2(ith day of January, 1523; on whose souls may the Lord 
have mercy." 


There is also in this chapel a very elegant marble monument, to the memory of 
Thomas Marriot; his bust is placed above the following poeticid inscription; 


“ At Beauty’s shrinef my votive lyre 1 Htrung, 
And happy, careless, as I lived, I sung; 

Among the fair, the youthful, and the gay. 

Life glided on amidst its downy way; 

Kent gave me birth, and Kinchinglield a tomb. 
Heaven gave me hope, and eartli allow.s im; room ; 


Kings have no more for their anointed dust, 
Nor ought avails the monumental bust ; 

Kxce|)t to tell the salutary tale, 

'Hiat God alone is good, and man is frail ; 

'J'hat wealth, wit, wisdom, aie a vain pretence, 
And nothing fixed but Tiuth and Provideu(‘c.'* 


In Kcrn|Vs chapel, a marble Ublct bears the following ii^^criptioh : 

t 

“ Heie lies William Kemp, Esq. pious, just, hospitable; min;ter of himself so 
iiiueli.jhat what other.s scarce doc by force and penalties, he did by a voluntary 
constancy hold hi.s peace seven ]^cars. Who was interred June tenth, 16‘28, aged 
seventy-three. And Philippa, liis wife, u woman of chaste life and religion, in both 
discreet ; who was outlived by her husband in the course of her ow ne life five years, 
and interred '^^iigiist 21, 1C23. The parent and onely daughter and child, Jane, 
married, with a double portion of graces and fortune, intt. the ancient family of 
Bagniiie.s, in Warwickshire, lie, by the pious costs of Sir Robert Kemp, knt. their 
ne|>hcw and heir iiltailed, eunseerate^l to memory, anno domini, 1652." 


In the same chapel is p. tomb of great apparent antit{iiity, and* the inscription totally 
defaced. It is said to contain the remains of Robert Kemp, Esq. and his wife Anne, 
who died in the year 152d<. 

The following inscription is also written on a fine marble tablet within the chancel, 
on the south side of the door: 


• There are also shields of arms over the archway or private entrance to this chapel, 
i- Alluditig to a poem published by him, entitled, Female Conduct. 
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‘‘SjuTcd to the memory of John Marriott, Esq. of Champions, in this parisli, CHAP. V. 

who died 14th February, 1808, aged 40 years. • 

“ Also, of Judith his wife, who died December 8th, 1813, aged SO years.” 

Inscriptions in Spains Hall chapel, written on fine marble tablets. 

“ Sacred to the memory of Thoma.s Rugglcs, Esq. of Spains Hall, in this parish, 
who departed this life on the 17th day of November, 1813, aged 68 years.” 

Also one upon two oval tablets. 

** Hie sepultu.s est, inter .siioriim lachrymii.s, Shadrarh Georgius, hlius natii ulti- 
iiius Thoiiise et Janse Uugglcs, de Spains Hall, qui Ooris ritu succisus cst, MaiiC 
vicesiiiio nono die, anno mdccciv to. ietat. xviii mo.” 

In English : 

“ Here is interred, amid the tears of his relatives, Shadraeh George, youngest 
son of Thomas and Jane Rugglcs, of Spains Hall, who was cut dowti like a llowcr, 
on the twenty-ninth day of May, in the year [of grace] 1804, and of liis age* 16.” 

“ M. S. Saitiuelis Rugglcs, hanc tabiilain lieu iteriiiii alius filii dilecti, mortis ictu 
perciLssi nKestissimi po.siicnint parentes. Ulortuus est Bristoliaj, Februarii tertio die, 
anno miicccvm mo. ietat. xxivto.” 


In English: 

” Sacred to the memory of Samuel Uiiggles; yet another beloved .son, alas ! smit- 
. ten with the stroke of death. His niuch-afllicted parents have, erected this tablet. 

He died at^Uristpl, on the third day <if February, in the year [of grace] 1807, of 
his age 24.” ' 

•I 

“Sacred to thrMueinory of Jane, wife of *John Walford, Esq. of Gower Street, 

London, and daughter of the late Thomas Htiggles, Esq. of Spains Hall, who died* 

.‘list July, 1822, aged .‘II years. 

“ Her virtues require no monuincntnl record, for the remembrance of them is 
rooted in the hearts of tho.se whom she has left to mourn her lo.ss. It is their 
consolation that, after a well-spent life, she is now where ‘th»i ,wicked cease 
from troubling, and ^hc weary arc at rest;' and it is their humble but confident 
hope that she will rise again to a bli.ssful iimuortaiity.” 

“ Also, Ann Ruggles, who died Fehniary 18th, 1812, aged 2/^ years.” 

Also^, Thomas Ruggles, Ksij. who died November 17th, 1813, aged 68 years.” 

Another: — 

* “ Beneath this stone are deposited the remains of Ann, wife of William Walford, 

Esq. of Booking, in this county, only daughter of Thomas Buggies, Esq., by his last 
wife, Ann, daughter of Jonatlian Kddow'es, citizen of London. She died the 15th 
day of January, ipi, in the Alst^year of her age.” 

In 1667, William Benlowes, sergeant-at-faw, gave fifty-three shillings and four- Charities, 
pence yearly, for ever,^out of Mud Hall, in Old Samford, toward tlie repairs of the 
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widows. 

In 1584, James Harrington, of Finchingfield, yeoman, gave two tenements for poor 
people to dwell in. 

In 1623, William Kemp, Esq. gave Horney-field, containing about three roods; 
another piece of land near it, of six acres; Barefoot meadow, two acres; and Brock- 
holes meadow, containing six acres, for the use of the poor of this parish for 
ever. 

John Mead, of Finchingfield, in 1623, gave three pieces of land, at that time pro- 
ducing forty shillings yearly rent, to purchase wood for the use of the poor of this 
parish. 

Robert K(nnp, Escp in 1630, gave to the poor of this parish all the messuage at the 
church gate, called Guildhall. 

In l(i50, Stephen Marshall, B.D. vicar of this parish, gave a farm, called Little 
Was(?ys, the amount of the rents to be distributed in wood to the poor, at Lady-day 
and Michaelmas for ever. A tenement, included in this gift, has been sometimes used 
to receive the sick poor. 

Sir Robert Kemp gave lauds, name<l Spains-fields, or Park-fields, at that time 
rcnte<l at nineteen poumls per annum; for the use of a schoolmaster, to teach the poor 
children of the parish to rj^'ad, five pounds; for the better maintenance of the poor of 
the almshouse of this parish, founded by his ancestors of Spains Hall, five pounds; to 
thc« vicar, to catechise the poor children on Friday, at two o’clock in the afternoon, 
six ])oun<ls; when, for their encouragement, he ordered t]ie remaining three pounds 
to be given among them in bread ; and iV the estates should fall in the rents, the minis- 
ter only to he reduced. 

Mrs. Ann Cole, of Great Dunmo^v, widow, by will, dated 1st October, 1730, gave 
a farm calletl Messings, situate in the parishes of Finchingtield, Birdbrook, Bumsted, 
and IStambourii, in .trust to the rectors and vicars of those four parishes, and tlieir suc- 
cessors, a whole year’s profits to each parish alternately, in‘the words of the will, ‘4hr 
the better education of such poor cliildren, whose parents they think not sufficiently 
able to pay for their children’s schooling and learnipg to write and read; and that such 
children be hound out apprentices to hamlieralt trad«r, the discretion of my trus- 
tees, and to elotlu! such poor children as are able to go to servvpe.” 
ivi' * *1 Stephen Marshall, vicar of this parish in 1 650, was one of 1he authors 

of th<» publi(!atioii entitled, Smectymnuus, or the Assmnbly of Divines ; he likewise was 
one of tlie principal eoiripilers of the Directory,” jnteiided to supersede the*use of 
the Common Prayer, in the time of thc^ Commonwealth, under Cromwell. He dis- 
tinguished himself as a zealous opposcr of episcopacy, and was actively concerned in 
promoting the state changes of those times. The following is a correct copy of a 
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memorandum, written by him on the first leaf of an old book of accounts belonging 
to the parish : — * 


“ March 17, 1032. 

‘‘Memorandum. — ^'I'hc day and year above written, I, Stephen Marshall, vicar 
of Finchinglicld, having, eight dayes since, licensed, so farre as in mee lycth, Mrs. 
Dorathy Meade, and Anne the wife of James Chaplain, and Susannah the wife of 
James Choate, to eat tlcsh in their knownc sicknesses ; and their sickness still abid- 
ing upon them, as is notoriously knownc, I doc therefore, as is appointed by the 
laws, still allow the said Oorathy and Susannah and Anne, so far as in inc lycth, to 
eatc liesh, us is allowed by the statute, so long us their 8ickne.ss shall continue, and 
no longer. 

“ Ily mee, Stephen Marshail, Vicar of Finch! ngheld, 

“ Witnesses of this to be done and allowed, the day and yere above written, John 
Stock and James Maysent, chiircliwardens.** 


In 1821, there were two thousand and seven, and in 1831, two thousand one 
hundred and one inhabitants in this parish. 

WETHKHSFJKCD. 

From Finehingfield this parish extends southward to Shalford, and from its 
western extremity to Gosfield, eastward ; from north to south its computed extent is 
nearly four miles, and about three from east to west. ^ 

The name is variously written iu records, Walperfeld, VVhelperfield, Weddarsfiehl, 
Werchesfield, Weresfield,^ Wetlierfeud, Wethersfield, Witeresfeld, Wydcrsfeld, 
Wydrysfylde, and iu DomCjfiday, Westrefeld. The supposed derivation is from the 
Saxon, pe'Sep, a ram, and pelb, a field. * 

The soil of the northern part of Wethersfield is much of it light and sandy, as is 
also a large portion of the southern division ; and the eastern part, from C.\)dliam Hall 
to Rocking, is a strong loam, intermixed with a reddish gravel.* The river Rlavk- 
water in its course separates the two j)arishes of Wethersfield aiul Shalford ; and on 
the road to Rocking there ktrong chalybeate spring, formerly of considerable cclebrit y, 
but now neglected. There are also several other springs ]>ossessing the same proper^ 
ties, from a sulphurous and chalybeate impregnation. A ffiir is htdd here on tiie 
twenty-.se(*ond of July.* 

From. Rraintree, Wjetliersfield’ is distant seven, and from I..(»ndon forty-seven 
jniles. ,, 

Previous to the Conquest, this lordship belonged to Algar, the celebrated earl of 
Mercia; and at the time of the sur.vey was held immediately nmler the king by Pie.ot, 
and several other less considerable landliolderj. 


CHAF. V. 


Wethers - 
lieUl. 


Average annual p^duce— wheat 20, barley 34, oats 40, peas 24, bu.shcls per acre. 
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A.iiciontly, the whoh* parish constituted only one extensive lordship, which has been 
since dividend into two manors and several capital estates. Of the manors, that named 
Wethersfield is considerably the largest; it belonged to Henry de Cornhill, citizen, 
and one of the first bailiffs of London, in 1100;* and, in 1195, Joan, his daughter 
and heiress, conveyed it in marriage to Hugh de Neville, who gave one hundred 
pounds for licence to marry her, because she was his second wife. He was a retainer 
in the (jourt of King Richard the First,f whom he attended on his expedition into the 
Holy Land, in 1 190, where he distiguisherl himself by his valour and magnanimity, par- 
ticularly in his encounter with a lion, which he shot with an arrow, and, when it rose 
against him, seized by the l^eanl, and stabbed to the heart with the sword.f He had 
this achievement engraved on his seal, which appears to a deed of his, formerly in 
the pos.sessioii of John Neville, Esq., of Ridgwell, which was purchased by the earl 
of Oxford, and is at present in the British MuseuTn.§ This Hugh was chief forester, 
(diud* ^tice of the forests of England, the king's treasurer, and had also various 
otluM* important appointments. On his decease, in 1222, he was buried in the abbey 
of Waltham Holy Cross, to which he ha<l given the manor of Horndonon the Hill.|| 
His son having <lied before him, in 121H, without issue, another son, named Sollaii, 
suc(!eede<l to the family possessions: he was one of the jtistlces itinerant, in 1234-, 
and 1210, and the ancient record of “Testa de Neville" was his work. In 1235, 
John, his brother and snycessor, was appointed justice of all the king^s forests; but, 
in 1214', he .was accused and convicted of several trespasses, and neglect of duty; on 
a<!(H)unt of which, he was turned out of ollice, and fined t^yo ihomand pounds: which 
oc(;urrenc(! atfe(;Ied him so much, that he died at his mano^ of Wethersfield, in 1245, f 
and was buried near bis father, in Walfham Abbey. Hugh, hi&son, had twelve knights' 
fees at Ins estate in Cur(»y, cund in that of Mes(4iines, eight.** Ho held this manor by 
the sergeancy of placing the first disfh on the king's right-hand, on his coronation-day. 

Being taken in arms, fighting against King Henry the Third, at Kenilworth castle, 

•• 

• • 
r * 

* Fiibiiin’s Chronicle, vul. in Kint? Uit^Iiard the First, 
t Matt. Paris, ed. H>40, page 315. 

J 'fhi.s exploit is recorded fti the old Leonine rerse ; 

“ Virihi.s Hni^onis virijj periere Leoni.s.— The strength of Hugh, a lion'slew.” 

§ 'I'he deed is a grant froinchim to William Poignant, of a fcorUlTihg of land (about thirty acres) in 
thi.s pariidi, and coinitiences in these words : — Sciant presentes et futuri, quod ego Hugo de Nevilla dedi et 
(-oiK'cssi, et hac present! Carta iiiea eoiifiriiiavit Willelnio Poygnunt, pro homagio et scrvicio suo, ilium 
Kt'i thiiigiim terre quod Uinfridns tilius Heginaldi quondam tenuit in villa de Weresfeldu, &r. Among the 
witnesses are Uodland de Aeslede, Ilaino de Watevilla, Robert de Wakeringe, Roger, parson af Weres- 
feld, &e. i * ' I 

II Weever’s Funeral Monuments, p MU. Ma^l. Paris, ed. 1640, p. 316. Monast. Angl. vol. ii. p. 18. 
t Matt. Paris, p. 652, 661, 710. 

•* Diigdalc’s Raronet. vol. i. p. 289. 
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this and his other extensive possessions were seized. Yet he afterwards wjs parduiuMl 
and his lands restored; for John, his son, held the manor of Wethersfield, with ilie 
advowson of the church, of the king, by sergeancy ; he also held of the king, iln* 
manors of Great Wakering, and Little Hallingbury, besides otlier estates.* Sir John 
dc Neville, his son, succeeded to these possessions, particularly to this of Wethers- 
field, which he held by the service of finding one sack and a prue, (chenili,) a peculiar 
kind of garment of taffeta, in the king’s army in Wales. He had also Chichnal, which 
he held jointly with his wife Alice, for the term of their lives ; to be succeeded by 
William de Bohun, fifth son of Humphrey de Bohiiii, earl of Hereford and Essex. 
Sir John died in 1358, without issue, succeeded by the sai(l William, earl of N<irth- 
aiiipton, who died in 1360; his son and successor Humphrey also died before the 
said Alice, in 1372, so that neither the father nor sou enjoyed the estate, which passed 
into the possession .of one of the two daughters, co-heiresses, Eleanor, wife of 
Thomas of Woodstock, duke of Gloucester; and their oidy surviving child Anne, 
conveyed it in marriage, successively, to her three husbands, 'rhomas, and Edmund, 
earls of Stafford ; and William Bourchier, earl of Essex. She lived till 1 138. IIuiii- 
phrey Stafford, duke of Biuikinghain, Hereford, Essex, and Northampton, her son by 
her second husband Edmund, is understood to have had this estate, but lie was slain 
in the battle of Northampton, in 1160, fighting for king Henry tlie Sixth; when, upon 
the occupation of the throne by king Edward the Fourth, this and the duke’s other 
estates were seized, and from the yejir 11-63 Wethersfield became vested in the crown, 
was annexed to theMuteby ,of I^ancaster, and holden of the honour of Clare. It con- 
tinued vested in the crown till 1514, when Henry the Eighth exchanged it with 
Sir Joli!! Wentworth, of Codham Hall. He had, besides this, various other, estates 
in the county; and on liis decease in 1567, was buried at Gosfield, which belonged 
to bis father. lie left, by his lady Aunc, dauj^iter of John Bettenhain, l^sq., of 
Plnckley, in Kent, an only daughter, Anne, who bail thrf»j^ husbands; Sir Hugh 
Rich; Henry Fitz-Alan, lord Maltravers; and Henry Dean, Estj.^but left no issue; 
and on her decease in 15^0, her estates descended to John Wentworth, esq., the son 
of her uncle Henry; he resided at Gosfield, and marrying Elizabeth, daughter oI‘ 
Christopher St. {..aurence, baron of Houtb in Ireland, hail by her John, who niarrierl 
Cicely, daAghtcr of Edward^SflA sister and co-beiress of Sir Henry Unton, f by wlioin 
he had Joby, kiiiglited-in 1603, and cn*ated a baronet, in Hill. He married Katharine, 
daughter of Sir Moyle Finch, knt. and bart., and dyitig in 1631, settled this estate upon 
his ladj, with *thc reversion to Hugh Hare, lord Colcrain. Tlui lady died in 1630, 
and Lord Coleraiu kep^ his •first* cqurt here in the same year, but soon afterwahls 
sold it to Thomas Allen, Esij., of Finchley, iu Mhldlesex ; of wlunn it was purchased 


CHAIV V. 


* Anns of Neville : Gules, a saltire, or, St. Amlrew’b cross, argent, 
t See an account ot^ir Henry Untou,in Wood’s Athena:, ed. 1721, vol. 1. col. 28.*?. 
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BOOK II. by John Clerke, M.D., an eminent pliysician in London, born at the Brooke Farm, in 
this parish, where his ancestors had lived for several ages, and whose original name 
was Youngmaii.* * * § Dr. Clerke was succeeded by his son, Joseph Clerke, Esq., of Lin- 
coln’s Inn, who died in 1682, and was succeeded by John Clerke, Esq. his nephew, f of 
Meadow End, in Tilbury ; whose son of the same name was his heir ; succeeded by 
Joseph Clerke, Esq.}: The estate of Little Codham Hall, at a short distance southward 
from the church, belonged also to the same family, whose descendant, Thomas White, 
Esq. resides on his estate of Dobbins, and is the proprietor of this and the greater part 
of the estates of Wethersfield, which have generally been divided into smaller occupa- 
tions. 

Codham Codham Hall is about two miles and a half south-east from the church. The man- 
sioii is near the river Pant. It is a hamlet to the manor of Wethersfield, and had a 
chapel on the green near the house, in which divine service wqs performed, till the 
latter part of the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; but it was afterwards used as a barn. 
There was also a fine park here, of considerable extent, which has been converted into 
fields. A family nairuKl l)e Codham resided here soon after the Conquest, of which 
Henry de Codham was living in 1255. The same name appears among the benefac- 
tors of Colne Priory ; and John de Codham, prior of Dimrnow, died in 1270. 

C<iggi*- The Coggeshall family were proprietors of this estate, and resided here in the 
inily. * reign of Edward the Firrt ; and Sir Ralph, the grandson of Sir Thomas, was living 
here in 1294.§ On his decease, in 1305, his son John having died before him, his 
grandson oS the same name succeedccl to his estates, hold ingt^his in paVticular of Margaret 
Neville. He died in 1319, having married the sister and heiress of Philip, son of Jordan 
de Peu,,by whom he had his son and heir, Sir John de Coggeshall, knighted in 1337, by 
Edward, the dJlaek Prince, at that time duke of Cornwall# He held this manor of 
Lady Alice de Neville, as of her manor of Wethersfield; and during the reign of 
Edward the Third, was^niany years sherift’ of Essex and Hertfordshire; and dying in 
1360, was succeeded by liis son, Sir Henry, who married Joan, daughter and heiress 
of William de Welle, in whose* right he held the manor of^ Great Samford. He died 
, ^bout the commcncemei\t of the reign of Henry the Sixth, || having married Antiochia, 

* VVniiiim Clerke was living at Wethersfield in IStO j John Zoiftivr#«’'.an Clerke, and John,Zoungpuian, 
Junior, were witnesses to a deed in 1461 ; as was ahso John Yodngeman, alias Clerke, in 1551 — From old 
dveds. * 

t He liad also the manor of Little Codham Hall, which he left to his brother Benjamin, M. D. who sold 
the demesnes to Thomas Thompson. 

Arms of Clerke ; Cheeky, argent and sable; two ehevrotiely, or. , 

§ Sir Thomas de Coggeshall, living about the latter end of* the reign of Stephen, had two sons. Sir Tho- 
mas and Sir Uoger. ‘ ’ • 

II He and his fatlicr resided at Coggeshall, and Sir Henry was buried Arms of Coggeshall ; Ar- 

gent, a cross between four escallops, sable. 
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dauj^hter and heiress of Sir John llawkwood, by whom he had Rlaiich| married to 
John Doreward, Estj. of Bockiiig; Aliee, the wife of Sir John Tyrrell, of Herons; 
Margaret, married to William Bateman, Esq. of Little Samford, and afterwards the 
wife of John Roppeley, Esq.; and Maud, first married to Robert Daere, Esq. and 
afterwards to John St. George.* Margaret, the third daughter, having this estate for 
her purparty, conveyed it to her husband, William Bateman, Esq. who had by her 
his only daughter, Margaret, married to William Green, son of John Green, Esq. 
of Widdington. lie died in 14*88, and his wife in 1494; but neither of them died 
possessed of this estate, which had previously become the property of Henry Went- Wint- 
worth, Esq. (second son of Sir Roger Wentworth, of Nettlested, in Suffolk), the first tHinily. 
of the family that settled in Essex, and the progenitor of the Wentworths of Oxford- 
shire, B(;rkshire, Buckinghamshire, and of the various branches in this county. Sir 
Roger Wentworth, of Codham Hall, his son and heir, was sheriff of Essex and Hert- 
fordshire in 1499, and marrying Anne, only daughter of Humphrey ‘d’ 

Little Warley, had by her John, Henry, and other children, and died in 1539, leaving 
Sir John, his eldest son, his successor; Avhp married Anne, daughter of John Betten- 
ham, of Pluckley, in Kent, by whom, on his decease in 1567, he left an only daughter, 

Anne, suc(;essively married to Sir Hugh Rich, Henry Fitz-Alan, Lord Maltravers, 
and William Deane. On the death of this lady, in 1580, John Wentworth, Esq. her 
uncle’s son, inherited this and her other great estates. Ilc'inarried Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Christopher St. Laurence, baron of Howth, by whom he had John, who, by his 
wife Cicely, dauglfter*of Edward Unton, Esq. had his son John, anotl/er son, and 
several daughters. Jolin Wentwortli, the son, w^as knighte<l in 1693, and created a 
baronet in 1611. Marrying Katharine, daughter of Sir Moyle Finch, he Jiad by lier 
a son, who died young, and four daughters, of whom Cecfily,! the thii^l^ was married 
to Sir William Grey, of Chillinghain, in Northumberland, created, in 1624, Baron 
Grey, of Werk. Lucy, the fourth daughter and co-heiress/ 'vas the second wife of 
Thomas Wentworth, earl <|f Cleveland, by whom she had an only daughter, Katharine, 
married to William Spencer, Esq. of Cople, in Bedfordshire, to whom sin* conveyed 
the manor of Codham Hall; which his son, William Spencer, Esq. sold to Sir, 
Richard Pyne, lord chief justi ce of Ireland, who left.it entailed to his son, Henry 
Pyrie, Esq. and his heirs inaK*: but this gentleman sacriheing his life in a duel, in 

* UesideH thi.s chii'f brunch of the family of Co[<(;e.«ih.'ill, there wore some of them .'irutcd ut Uorfiiam, at 
Santloii, and oth(T places. One of them was owner of Lcadcm Hail, in Loudon, and patron of .St. Peter ’.s, 

ConihiU. Kniiiicnt citizens of this name were burit'd in the church of St. Nicliolas, Cole Ahhcy ; and St. 
Margaret’s, Old Fish Strcut.-^Sfow^Jt Su^fey^ From a younger hr.itlier of Sir John Coggeshall descended 
the Cogge.shallH of Hnnduii, Foriihuni, St. (jenove.*<e, aiui other pliice.s in Suffolk and Norf(»lk. 

+ From the writings of the e.state, her name appears ti» have been Cecily; Sir William Dugdule e:ill.'. 
licr Aiiuc, and say.s, *‘ .she Imd divers sons and daughters,” — Baronage, vol. i. p. 44‘J : however, none of 
them had this estate. 

4 K 
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1713,* and Jieaving only daughters, the estate passed to the heirs of his lister, whose 
son, Robert Walkhain, Es<j. coming to this possession, changed his name to Pyne, and 
it has continued in the same family, being the property of Captain Pyne, to whom also 
Wobournes, in Finchingfield, belongs. 

'Pile estate named Little Codham Hall, is a reputed manor, and was sold by Anne, 
lady viscountess Dorchester, to Dr. Clerke. 

Brook Hall is also a considerable farm in this parish, which did belong to the 
Clerke family. 

The estate of Old Hall is a reputed manor, and has a mansion about two miles from 
the church. In 151r2, it was holden of Sir John Rainsworth by John de Vere, earl 
of Oxford; succeeded by his nephew, who, dying in 1526, his heirs-general were his 
two sisttirs, Elizabeth, wile of Sir Anthony Wingfield; Ursula, wife of Edward 
Knightly, Esq. and John Neville, Esq.; and it is stated in the Iu(|uisition, that John 
Neville, Esq. had livery of the third part of the manors of Brook Hall, Old Hall, and 
Ililhroke Park. In 1586, l..ucy, one of the daughters and co-heiresses of Sir John Ne- 
ville, late Lord Latimer, and her husband, William Cornwallys, conveyed the manor of 
Old Hall to Thomas Livermore, senior, who, in 1632, devised it to his eldest son Ezra, 
from whom, in 1670, it was conveyed to his brother Thomas, from whom it descended 
to his grandson, Thomas: and, in 1704, being the property of Thomas Livermore, of 
Braintree, clothier, he conveyed it to Robert Dennet, Esq. 

Somners is an estate near the south-eastern extremity of the parish, called Beasley 
End. It to(*k its name from the family of Seinenour, of Ashwell- Hall, in Finchingfield. 
In 1578, Thomas Wiseman, Esq. of Wimbish, conveyed »it to John Streyle, whose 
grandsoii, Nathaniel Straight, in 1697, conveyed it to Robert Dennet, Esq. 

Hi(» estate cd’ Bakers belonged to a family so named: it afterwards belonged to the 
Wentworth family, and to the Ellistons. 

A nominal manor nam,pd Great Wincey, was left by Stephen Marshall, of Finching- 
field, for charitable*|Mirpose8. 

An estate naiij(!d Hyde Farm was formerly reputed a manor, belonging to Ran. 
,Feak, Es(|. of Cres.singhuen, in Norfolk.^ 

The estate of Dobbins has Jhe mansion near thb villaere : it is tho seat of Thomas 
White, Esq. 

At a* place named Bluckmore End there are the visible remains of a large square 
moat, twenty-five roils in length, and twenty^eight feet wide. This is siipposiid to 
have been the seat of the ancient family of the Nevilles, lords of Wethersfield. J arms 
herfc of considerable extent are named Park Grou|\d,* and* one in particular is called the 

• * 

• fte fought this ilucl at Chi'lsea, with Theophilus Bidulph, Esq. for which Mr. Bidulph and the seconds, 

Captain Sedglcy and Gotte, were tried. Mr. Bidulph was found guilty of manslaughter, but the 

seconds were ac<iuitted. 
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Park Farm. In Chapel Field, foundations have been ploughed up, wheve a chapel is 
known to have stood, which, in 1549, was granted, by King Edward tlie Sixth, to 
Ralph Agard. 

The church, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, is on an eminence, and has a nave, 
north and south aisles, and a chancel, formerly used as a school. The tower, sur- 
mounted by a spire, leaded, contains five bells. The living of this church was a rec- 
tory, in the advowson of the possessor of the lordship of Wethersfield, previous to the 
reign of Edward the Fourth, when it became vested in the crown, and was granted 
to Edward Sulyard and others, who gave it to the dean and college of Stoke : who, 
previous to the year 1502, obtained a licence to appropriate the gn»at tithes to them- 
selves, and to have a vicarage ordained, which remaiTied in their patronage till their 
suppression; when Henry Harvey, L. L.D. master of I'rinity Hall, Cambridge, 
obtained a grant of .the vicarage in 1557, and settled it on the master and fellows of 
that fouiulation, in whose possession it has remained to the present time. Tlie great 
tithes were retaine<l by the crown till 1591, when they were granted, with those of 
Dunmow, Witham, and Cressing, to Johi\ Aylmer, bisho|(f of f^ondon, and his suc- 
cessors. 

A chantry was founded here, of whose founder there is no record : it was endowed 
Avith a nn*ssuage called Cowpers, and lands named Trigelotts, Thorleys, Wyiubdl, 
Mandc(;roft^ Rrassetts, Sliortlaml, Lighes Pighted, and Cock’s crofts, parcel of (bith^r’s 
meads, ill Wetherslield; all which were granted to Thomas Golding, Escj. in 15tH, 
by King Edward flie l^ourth. 

In the chancel there a^e the remains of^a very ancient monument, bearing the 
figures of a inaiijuid woman, cut in marble, as large as life. They are represented in 
devotional attitmles, and by their appearance and costume are believe?! to have been 
placed here above three hundred years; the inscription is totally obliterated, yet it is 
traditionally known to have been for some of the Wcntwcirth family, who had for- 
merly large possessions here. 

A neat mural monument of marble on the south wall belongs tO one of the Mott 
family; and opposite to it, another of a similar .appearance ht^irs tlie following ins( rip-' 
tion : — 

** “ Near this phire lyrth'thc.body <»f Josrph Voungiiiuti, alias of liiiuoln’s 

Iiyi, Ks(|. son and hfire to tlie rininciit physician. Dr, John C'lerkr, of J^ondon, whoso 
anncoslor.s for some hundred years eyj«>yed an estate in tiiis town. He died, Feb. 7, 

1081-^ aged sixty-six years.** 

In 1559, Richard Harwarfl gat^e ^ tenement called Goldings and Allens, with the 
lands belonging to them, to the churchwardtfns; ordering, that out of the issues they 
should give two shillings to the poor, every Sunday in the year, in the parish church; 
the residue to be fur thS reparation of the said tenements. 
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Ill 1574, Jliclianl Walford, husbandman, left lands in trust, the rents and profits to 

he evpiuidiMl in the reparations of the parish church of Wethersfiehl. 

In 1623, Edward Mouiitjoy gave freehold lands, called Rands, the rents and profits 
to be disposal of, one half to the use of the poor, lame, and impotent inhabitants of 
Wethersfield, of honest name and fame there, for ever: and the other half to such 
minister or ministers of God’s word, as shall be for the time being chosen and ap- 
pointed by the chief inhabitants, or the greatest part of them, to be their ordinary 
weekly lecturer, upon any of the working days of the week, as long as the said lecture 
shall there continue: but if the lecture be discontinued, then the other half of the rents 
and profits of these lands, during the discontinuance of the lecture, to be paid to the 
said poor and lame and impotent inhabitants of Wethersfield for ever. 

In 1636, John Cleveland left his freehold messuage or tenement, with appertcnances, 
and several parcels of freehold and customary land thereunto adjoining and belonging, 
in Wethersfield, containing twenty acres, more or less. The rent to be received half- 
yearly, by trustees, hy the will appointed, who shall distribute it amongst threescore 
of the poor inhabitants of file parish of Wethersfield, where most need is, in good and 
wholesome whealen bread, in manner following: — Every Sabbath day throughout the 
year, immediately after the ending of morning or evening prayer, at the parish church, 
five shillings’ worth of bread, to be distributed in equal portions to ten persons of the 
said sixty, till they have alt in that order received an equal part thereof, and then to 
begin again, with ten of the same company, or others the most needy, to tire same 
number of iflxty, and so to continue successively one ten affer another, for evermore. 

Hawkes Hill Croft was purchased, in 1636, by the inhabitants, with £65, being 
money left in their hands by a person unnamed, for the use of the most needy poor 
people of Weffiersfield, to be improved and managed to the best advantage by trustees 
appointed, with the aid and advice of the overseers and churchwardens for tlie time 
being, for ever. 

Walter Wiltshire, Who died in 1641, in his lifetime gave an annuity of £40 for 
two perpetual lectures in Wethersfield, 

• III 1702, Tliomas Fitch left, by will, ^20 per annum, to be paid to a schoolmaster 
for establishing a free ivdiool in the 1 own Street, fo teach twenty po/ir boys reading, 
writing, and accounts, fit'to be placed out to any tradts^nd £fo every twd years, to 
buy twenty coats of gray clotli for these twenty poor scholars; Und if there«should not 
be that number, the over[)lus to be laid out iilf shoes, for such as are most in want of 
them: the schoolmaster to go along with his scholars to church on Siiiidays and holy 
(lays. He also gave a salary of £5 per annum, and- tile use of a tenement on Stammers 
(jrreeii, in this parish, for the keeping a free school there, to teach twenty poor hoys 
and girls to read only; and as the boys there attain their learning, to be transmitted 
to the school in the Town Street: and also gave one loaJ of Maggot wood to each of 
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the schools, to be delivered about the latter end of November yearly, for ever. lie chap. V. 
also appointed the churchwardens and overseers of the parish, and the proprietors of 
his estate for the time being, to be supervisors of each school for ever, and to meet at 
Lady Day and Michaelmas every year, to view the schools and scholars; he also gave 
20s. per annum, to be spent at their meetings; and charged liis whole estate with the 
payment of the money, and delivery of the wood. 

Mrs. Dorothy Mott, a maiden lady, erected a free school here, in her lifetime, 
which she endowed with £12 per annum, to teach twenty poor girls to read, sew, an<l 
knit; with an allowance of firewood, and to each scholar a gown, to be given once in 
two years. The expense of these provLsioiis she charged upon her estate in Little 
Bardfield. The same lady also erected a gallery in the church, for the children of this 
school to attend divine service. 

Several Roman urns, glass vessels, and other antiquities have been found in this 
parish. 

In 1821, this parish contained one thousand five huiulred and fifty-eight, and, in 
1831, one thousand six hundred and ninety-eight inhabitants. 

ft 

SIIALFOlin. 

Shalford extends from Wethersfield on the north, to Pantfiehl and Grejit Saling south- 
ward; and from the extremity of Hinckford Hundred on \\\p west, to the river Black- 
water eastward. From east to west this parish measures three miles, and not more than 
two from north’ to south:, the n;ime has been, according to Nordeii, derived from a 
fonl over the river Blackway;er, wliicli flows not far from the church. In ancient writ- 
ings this name is writte^i Shaldefonl, Shalforlh, Shawforth, Scanford, Shelford; and, 
in Domesday, Celdeford and Scaldcfort. The soil, as in Great Bardfield and some 
neighbouring parishes, is a loamy sand, and gravBl upon a white and yellow sand, with 
a wet heavy loam upon a brown clay, or brick earth; below which, at eighteeir or 
twenty inches, is found a white chalky clay, which is applied, ^yklj very goofl effect, 
in strengthening the light soils, in a proportion of (Uie hundred and. sixty bushels per 
rod, or sixty-four hundred bushels to tfee acre. The whit^ and yellow sand is suc- 
cessfully applied in the same propo:ptio\is to the wet heavy soils.* Distance from Brain- 
tree three) and from Londem 'liift^'-thrce miles. 

Algar, e^rl of Mercki, with Godere, and another freeman, were the possessoi^ of this 
parish in the time of Edward the Coii&ssor. It was afterwards given to the (pieen, 
and, at the tin?e of the survey, nearly the whole of it was held immediately under the 
king by Otto, the goldsi|iith;*the nnall remaining portion was in possession of Walter 
the cook. These lands were divided into fixe manors, several of which w<‘re after- 
wards imited, and nearly the whole holden of the honour of Clare. 


• Agricultural Survey. 
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The mansion of SLalford Hall is southward from the ehurch, and not far distant. 
Ill the reijiii of Henry the Sceond, the lord of this manor was Hamo Fitz-GeofreVj 
who, by his wife Agnes, had Robert, the father of Richard, whose son was Hamo 
Fitz- Richard, recordeil to have held half a knight’s foe in Shaldoford, of Richard de 
Clare*, earl of Gloucester and Hertford, in the year 1262, in whose family it continued 

till urn. 

In 1319, Humphrey de Northwood is the recorded lord of Shalford, of a family of 
grcNit antuiuity,* settleil originally in the isle of Shoppc»y, in Kent. Roger de North- 
wootl was with Richard the First, at the si(*go of Acre. 8ir Roger dt* Northwood 
died in 12H.5, leaving behind him the honourable fame of having loyally served his 
sovereign, Henry the 'Fliird. John, his son, was a knight banneret, and acquired 
fame in several warlike expeditions, in the ringns of Edward th(i First and Edward 
the Second; was sherift' of Kent in 1300, and sat in parliament from 1312«to 1318. 
By his wife, .loan de Baddlesmere,f he had John, who died before him, and Hiimphn»y, 
the first possessor of this estate: John, his son, held this manor of the lady Alice de 
Nevilh*. He died in 1302, leaving, by Katharine Picot, his Avife, Joanna,:}: his only 
daughter and hi*ir(?ss, who, by marriage, conveyed this manor ami other possessions 
to her hnsbaml. Sir Roger de Scales. Robert, their sou and h(»ir, died in 1402, 
leaving, by his Avife Elizabeth, Robert, who <lied unmarried, and Avas succeeded by 
his brother Tliomas, a galjant Avarrior, murdered in 1160; he left, by Emma his wife, 
the daughter of John Whalesborough, Elizabeth, his only daughter and heiress, 
at that timji married to Henry Bourchier, Esq. s(*cond sop of Iltniry, earl of Essex. 
She Avas afterwards married to Anthony de Widville, eajd Riv(»rs, and in her right 
lord Scab's. They conveyeil this estate to Sir Geofrey GatO, who died possessed of 
it ill 1477, sv.*.vcee<led by his son William, Avho, dying in 1485, left Sir Geofrey his 
son and smteessor; on Avhose dcceasV, in 1526, he had for his successor his son. Sir 
John Gate,§ who espousiiig the cause of Lady Jane Grey, was b(dl(^‘lded, and his estates 
confiscated in 1553\ ^on which event Queen Mary granted this manor to Cecily 
Barnes, or Berne.rs, one of her maids of honour, upon Avhbse decease it came again to 
the crown, and, in 1569, was granted, by Qu^'en Elizabeth, to William, lonl HoAvard, 
baron of Etlingham, eldest son of Thomas, duke^ of iNorfolk, by his second Avife, Agnes 
Tilm^y: he Avas lord adiniral of England, Ireland, am^A** employi'd in the 
most important affairs. This manor was held by him of the *.crown, as the fortieth 


* Philipot’s ViliiireCaiitiiiii. p. 238, Jind Collccr. Kic. St. Gforf'c, fol. 22*2. < 

t.'riu'ir rcMiKiins lit* uiuUt :ui arch ancient ajipeurance and sin«;,iilar masonry, in Norwood’s chapel, 
in the south wall of the chancel; there are coats of arms oA the wall, andhii the window there used to 
he painted fiijures of several individuals of this fahiily. 

t Ar(ii.s of Northwoo<l : tannine, a cru.s.s engrailed gules : in a canton dexter a boar's head conp6. 

§ Anus of Gate : iiee pag*^ 25fi. 
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part of a knight’s fee. Charles, his son, on his father’s decease in 1572* succeeding <'HAe. v. 
as earl of Effingham, was equal to his father in all virtuous accomplishments and 
bravery, and was admiral and coininander-in-chief of the English fleet at the defeat 
of the Spanish Armada. He sohl this estate, in 1579, to Tlu)ma8 Thompson, citiz<?n 
and haberdasher, of London. 

lliis family of Thompson derive themselves from Richard 'riiompson, of T^axton, 
in Yorkshire, gentleman usher to King Henry the Fourth.* His son, William miiy. 
Thompson, had four sons,f of whom 'riioinas, the second, was the purchaser of this 
estate; by his wife, Anne Digby, he had Thomas, who marrying Anne, daughttn* of 
John Aldersley, merchant, of London, and sister to Lady Coventry, had by her five 
sons, three of whom died without issue; John, the second son, secretary to lord 
keeper Coventry, left only two daughters. Thomas, the youngest son of the second 
Thomas, married Arftte, daughter of Robert Bourne, of Bovinger, by whom he had 
Thomas, who had no offspring; Robert, and three daughters. Anne, the widow of 
Thomas, the father, retained this possession till the year 1679, and was succeeded by 
her son Robert,:]; who, in 1683, sohl ShalforJ Hall to Samuel Husbands, Es(j. of 
London, knighted in 1684, and constituted deputy-lieutenant and justice of the peace. 

He rebuilt nearly the whohi of the mansion-house, and greatly improved the estate, 
which he sold, in 1692, to Sir Jolifi Moore, knt. alderman of London, and retired to 
the island of .Barbadoes.§ Sir John, on his decease in 1702, left this manor to his 
nephew, John Mpore, t^sq. of Kentwell Hall, who dying unmarried, in 171.3, it 
d( 5 scended to his kinsman, jl^m Moore, in 1714; from whom it was after wanis con- 
veycid to Jones RayinoiuL E&(j. 

Tlie mansion-house of Nicholls is on the left of the road from Shalfoi^l church to 
Docking. It took its name from a family to whom it originally belonged. John, the 
son of Nicholas, occurs in the court rolls of 1307 to 1326; ami Thomas, Jedm, aird 
Margery FiU-Nichole, or Nicholes, successively held this cistate* during nearly the 
entire reign of Edward the/Ullird, from 1351 to 1376. 

After passing in succession to Robert and Thomas Rickedon, John <le Flecham, • 

♦ Poiligrcp, 0\vi*j^ Yo.|;k, and Tliuiims Thompson, LancHstnr’ horiilds, in Ki.’iK. 

t John, the 'third son, wJis of StafTorils, in Hertfordshire, and, marrying Anne, daughter and hey ess of 
NVilliaiii Durell, had by ifer his son John, living in the reign of Henry the Kiglith. He married the 

daughter of Charlton, Ksq of Kppiiig, and had two sons, Kdward and 'riiomas. Kdward was of 

Stratford, in this coi^ty, and marrying Anne, daughter of Judge Uiowne, had an only dauirhter, Kli/abeth, 
man led to«Thomas Jernegan, Ksq. of Siilfolk. * 

t He eaiiie to an untimely d^ath by being Jlirown from his horse into a diteh at Kelvedoii Hateli. 

Arms of Thom|>son : A/ure, a lion passant gardant, or. iTrcst : A lion sailant, collared, or 

§ He was bred an Jittorney, but went over to Karbadoes, where he married a widow of tin* name of 
Home, by whom he had liidwuyl, Samuel, and James. He re-visited England, and after greatly impro\ iiig 
the mansion-house of Shalford Hall, returned to Barbadoes, where he died. 
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II. John RraJhehl* in 1393, and to Richard and John Gainsford, it was sold by the 
"" latter of tliese to Sir John Wentworth, knt. of Codhain Hall, who died in 1567, and 
wdiose dauj^hter, Anne, hwly Maltravers, kept her Hrst court h(»re in 1568. From this 
lady it passed to John Wentworth, Esq. and to his son aial grandson, both named 
John; from tlie latter of whom it was conveyed to Richard Symonds, Es(|, of the 
Pool, in Groat Yeldhain. On his decease, in 1627, he left this manor, and Gunces, in 
Great Yeldhain, to his fifth son, Richard Fitz- Symonds; succeeded, in 1680, by his 
nephew, John Symonds, Esq. of the Pool, who, on hi.s decease in 1693, bequeathed 
this estate and Pautfield Hall to his nephew, Martin Carter, Esq. of Saling, who, in 
1715, sohl it to James Peers, clothier, of Rocking, from whom it was conveyed to 
Jones Raymond, Esq. 

Tlie manor-house of Sherne Hall is not far distant from Pantfield Priory; it 
anciently belonged to the Coggeshall family: John de Coggeshall died in 1319, hohling 
this estate of Humphrey de Northwood, in socage, by service of 105. per annum. 
He also held lands here under John Fitz-Nicholas, and the abbot of St. Osyth, both 
by kniglits’ service. His son, Sir John, succeeded his father, and held this estate till 
his decease in 1361, when Sir Henry his son was his successor, who died in 13.75; 
aft«»r which no account has been pn»served till 1537, when it was sold, by John Gains- 
ford, of Nicholls, to Sir John Wentworth, of Cddham Hall; succeeded, in 1567, by 
his daughtei, Lady Maltravers, from whom it passed, in 1580, to her cousin, John 
Wentworth, Esij. of Gosfield; on whose decease, in 1588, his son of the same name 
succeeded, whose mother, Dorothy, being married to Sir Edward Moore, and join- 
tured in this manor, they all three mated in conveying it, cn 1599, to Mark Mott, a 
gentleman c^f an aiu-ient family, who had been a long time resident in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

’John Mott hud lands in 8haiford in 1375. Thomas Mott, of Braintree, married 
Alice Mead, and had John and Mark. John, in 1557, married Catharine Roke, 
who died in 1571: and he afterwards married Joan, ^4s^e*; of Sir Ruh(*rt Gardiner, 
<presuhj;it of Irelaml in the time of Queen Elizabeth; by this second wife lie had 
Mary, married to a son of Judge Clench, of Holbrook, in Sufi'ulk: Captain Robm t 
C-lench was her son. John Mott died in 1595, and jug \yi;fe Joan in 1602. 

Mark, the second son, and ultimately the heir oi' Tliomas Mott, was the purchaser 
ol’ this estate. By his wife Frances he had six suns and three daughters! John, who 
was of Shali'ord; Adrian, Mark, a second Mark, Joseph, Edward, whose daughter 

Mar} was married to Hijil'hy. Of the daughters of Mark Mott, tlie father, Mary 

dieil young; a second Mary died in 1610;' and Sarah* was married to Robert 

* From the Cimrt Uolls of tin* niiinor. 

t John Dorcvvanl, Kx<|. who died in had a moiety of the manor •^Sherne Nall, which he left by 
will to his eldest son. 



HUNDRED OF HINCKFORD. 


()S1 


Tasboi-ougli in 1614; and slie appears to have been previously, or afterwards, married ^ ' 

to Sir John IlenleVj of Yorkshire. 

Mark Mott, the father, died in 1637, and was buried at Braintree, his wife having 
died in 1615: .Tohn, of Shalford, their eldest son, married Alice Harrington, and had 
six children; Thomas, who married Sarah Brand, but left no issue; Mark, who had 
a son named John; Alice; Mary; John; and James. 

A<lrian, the second son of Mark Mott, married .Tane Wade, and had by Iier 
Adrian, of Wiston, in Suffolk, fatlier of Mark, also of Wlston; who, by his wife, 

Susanna Marke, had Mark, who lived in Ireland ; John, of London, who, by his wile 
Elizabeth, had Milford, John, Klizabtdh, Thomas, and Susanna. Katharine Kem|i 
was the second wife of Adrian Mott, to whom he was married in 1604, and had by 
her Mark, who married Anne, daughter of Robert Dove, and harl by her Mercy, 
wife of Richard Smith; Frances, wife of John Clopton, who had by her Anne; 
Dorothy, wife of 'lliomas Ali)y; Mary, wife of Thomas Kemp, instituted minister of 
Foxoarth in 1656, and living in 1700; Adrian Mott, of Braintree, buried there in 
1662, a person of note, and a great benefactor of that parish. 

Mark, the fourth son of the first Mark, \Vas D.D. and rector of Rayne; he married 
Mercy, daughter and heiress of William Tichboiirne, of Hampshire, minister of R<)m- 
ford, and had by her Mercy; Francos; Henry, buried at Braintree in 163t; Dorothy, 

Anne, Mark, Mary, and Sarah, wlio only lived a few days: their mother ilied in 1(»27 ; 

Dr. Mott, the father, in 1630. At the time of his decease, he possessed an estate at 
(Ireat Iladhunif in Hertfordshire; ami Ilochford, in Bucking, holden (»f Boeking 
Hall: he had also the manW of (Ireat Birch, in Essex, which last he left hy will to 
his three youngest daughters, who were proprietors of it in 1636. 

Mark Mott, second son of Adrian Mott, of Braintree, in 1630, marj^ed Elizabeth 

Dike, hy whom he had Mark, Nathaniel, Elizabeth, and Susannah, married to 

Maseall, in 1660. Mark Mott, the father, was |^iried at Rayne in 1667.’’^' Mark/ his 
eldest son, married Barbara, daughter of Thomas Ady, M.D., pf Wethersfield, at 
which place he also resided, dying there? in 1604; having had Mark, Ady, who was a 
justice of peace in Wethersfield; Xatlianiel, Thomas, Barbara, married to Williiwii 
Ward, LL.D. official and commisgary of theVliocese of York; Mercy, Dorothy, and 
Anno. 

Barbara Mott, the jivife of Df. Ward, had two sons and a daughter. The eldest , 
sou marricel a daughter of Thomas Cartwright, Esej. of Aynhoe; and the daughter 
was first married to Sir Robert Fagg, Bart, and afterwards to Roger '^Falbot, Esej. 

Naflianiel, the second son .of Mark Mott, re*ctor of Cbehnsford, was e)f Little Wal- 

In 1613, lie was appointed minister of Clielinsford, as is stated in “ Walker’s S?utreriiier> of liis Ma- 
jesty Kinfj Charles the Firs^” &c. part ii. p. :108. 

V()L. I. 4 S 
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• tham, and left two children; Thomas Felton Mott, of Emanuel College, Cambridge, 
and Mary. ‘ 

I'he learned .Tolm Thruston, M.I). of Weston Market, near Thetford, and fellow 
of Caius Colh»ge, Cambridge, was of this family, having assumed the name of Thruston 
instead of Mott. 

Sherne Hall passed from this family to John Pyne, Esq, 

The manor of Redfauts, as appears in the dutcdiy-rolls of 1378, was named lled- 
I’anne. Its successive possessors are not fouml in records, till it became part of the 
estate of the Smyths of Crossing Temple, about the time of Queen Elizabeth. From 
Thomas Smyth, Es(]., who died in 1563, it descended to Clement, his son, in 1590; 

to Sir John, who jissumed the name of Neville, whose son, Nevilh*, Es(j. sold 

it to Sir Martin Luinley, Knt. from whom it passed to Sir James Luniley, Bart, on 
whose decease it was sold, by his executors, to the governors of Guy’s Hospital. 

The mansion-house of Abbots Hall is about a mile south from the church, and 
received this name irom its having belonged to the abbey of St. Osyth. On the dis- 
solution of that house, in 1539, this estate was let on lease by King Henry the Eighth 
to Sir Roger Wentworth, at the rent of six pounds per annum; but the same mo- 
narch, in 1540, granted all the messuages and lands in Shalford, belonging to the said 
monastery, to Hioinas, lord Cromwell; who, the same year, losing the favour of the 
king, was attainted and beheaded, and his estates 'confiscated; afterwards, the king 
made this a part of the jointure of his (|ueen, Anne of Cloves; on whose decease, 
coming again to the crown, it was granted by Queen Elizabeth, in^l.'iSH, l)y the name 
of ‘‘ the manor of Shalfonl, with its rights and apperte^inces, and the advowson of 
the rectory and chur<di of Shalford, to Richard Braithwaite afwl Richard Bromley.” 

Thomas 'I'yifell, and liis sou of the same name, of Fulborn, in Cambridgeshire, were 
ill possession of this estate in 1589; bf whom the son left Thomas, Susan, and FJiza- 
beth; of these, Thomas dying with^it issue, his sisters became his co-heiresses. In 
1639, Susan was married to Michael Dalton, Esq.* of Fulborii; and Elizabeth, being 
married to Benjamin Thornton, Esq., he, with his said wife,* sold their moiety of this 
manor to the said Michael Dalton, Esq. He had seven children — Tyrcll, John who 
received the honour of knighthood, Eli^beth, Thqmas, who had this estate, and died 
^vithout issue ; Dorothy, Mary, and Samuel, who suep^jsded his brother in 

this estate, but left no ofi’spring. Tyrell, the eldest son, had ii\c» sons and one daugh- 
ter; Thomas, who died young; I’yrell, Piercy, John, William, and Elizabeth. 

Tyrcll had this estate bequeathed to him by his uncle Samuel, who, died in 1686, f 
having previously sold it to James Gray, Esq. of {he Middle Temple; he ifiarricd 

I ' 

* Michael Dalton, Esq. was of Lincoln's Inn, ahd compiler of a noted work, crttitled Dalton’s Coun- 
try Justice.” 

t Anns of Dalton : Azure, a lion rampant between fifteen cross crosslcts^*?.3. 2.“2. 3.2. 
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Marf^l^arcl, cliiii»hter of Sir Edward Bowyer, of Cain1)erwell, in Surrey, and had<ilso CHAP. V. 
:i second wife, Mary, daugliter of Peter, son of Sir Jolin Marlay, Knt, of Newcastle 
upon Tyne. His father was a descendant of a younger hrauch of the noble family of 
Gray of Groby, and gentlcinau usher to the Lady Vere, baroness of Tilbury. The 
osteite afterwards became the property of Robert Vaisie, of Northuinberlaiid.* 

An estate here, named the White House, formerly was tin; property of John Ycdd- 
ham, Esq. 

Wymers, an ancient mansion, was formerly holdeii, with the estate belonging to it, 
as half a knight’s fee, by the family of Wyiner, who lloiirished here in Hie time of 
King Richard the Second. 

The church of Shalford has a nave, north and soutli aisles and chancel, and a square cinn rfi. 
tower containing live bells, ft is dedicated to St. Andrew. 

Originally this church was a rectory, and appendant to Shalford Hall, till about the 
year 1174, when it was given, by Ilamo Fitz-Geoftrey, for the founding of a pre- 
bend in the church of Wells; |- to which the great tithes were soon afterwards appro- 
priated, and a vicarage ordained here, of wlucl| the prebendary of Sbali’ord lias (;onti- 
11 lied the patron. 

•There anciently stood a free chapel near Sborne Hall, in the gift of the? lords of that Charifi# ''. 
manor. Ralph de C'oggesliall, in 1383, and; Sir John dc Coggcslmll, in 1338, were 
patrons of it; and the latter presented two chaplains to it, \ji 1332 and 1336. 

The. poor of this parish receive an annuity of twenty shillings from the manor of 
Nicholls; and liavo also tiv» other benefactions, each of the same amount. 

Ill 1821, this parish confined six hundred and seventy, and, in 1831, seven hun- 
<lred and one inhabitantH!'. 


* In the reign of Edward the Second, a family of note tf^ok tlicir surname from this place; but tbej 
were at that tiinn settled at Hivenhall. 

t See ilie grant at length, in Newcourt, voU ii. p. 519. 
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• Page 84. 

Richard Hall Gower, esq. whose death was announced in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine” of 1833, page 382, was the youngest son of the rev. Foot Gower, M.D. 
by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of John Strutt, esq. of Warley, whose family have 
represented the borough of Maldon in several parliaments. * Dr. Gower was a 
clergyman and physician of eminence, formerly resident at Guy Harling, in Chelms- 
ford. At the age of thirteen he ha(f entered into the service the East India Company, 
as a tnidshipOian, on board the Essex^ where his experience and observation enabled 
him to write a vobiablo tr|atise on the theory and practice of seamanship. In the 
latter part of his life, he nistinguished himself by the prosecution of antiquarian 
researches, and commencTeoaHlistory of his native county of Cheshire, which he did 
not live to complete. 

Page 128. 

’^rhe Danbury park estate was purchased by the present proprietor, John Romid, 
esq. in the year 1829, wh'o, finding the ancient mansion of Danbury place^n an 
irreparable state, caused a very elegant new one to be erected, in the Tudor style %f 
architecture, and iiear the former ^ite^ from the designs, and under tlie^lirection, of 
Thomas H.oppjj, esq. 

Mr. Rouqd is the ^nly son of the laie jonn ivouna, esq. oarrister at law, of ^ 
Colchester, by Catharine, daughter of ^idward Green, esq. of Lawford hall, in this 
county: he married, March 18, 1818, Susan Constantia, the eldest daughter of 
the late George Cciswall^ esq., of .^acomb park, Hertfordshire. 

In the year 1808., Mr. Round grail uated JVJ. A. of Balliol college, Oxford, and was 
admitted to the honorary degree of D.C.L. in that university, June 18, 1814. He 
represented the borough of Ipswich in parliament from the year 1812 to 1818; and, 

VOU I. 4 T 
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in the lattw year, on the occasion of the new charter granted to the borough of 
Colchester, was noniiiiatcd to tlic honourable otiice of high-steward of that corj)o- 
ratioiu and has recently retired from serving the office of high sheriff of the county.* 

PA(ii: J38. 

• South HanningHeld hall is the seat of lor<l chief-justice sir Nicholas Tindal. 

Paoio J56. 

Coptfold hall, on the death of K. Vachel, esq. the late proprietor, >vas j)ijrchased 
hv E. G. Stone, esq. 

Paok 172. 

'I'he (;apital inansloii of Great Waterhouse has also been named Writtlc lodge: it 
is inclosed in a park, wliic^li extends t<» the extremity of the lari^ci ])arish of Writtlc, 
and is distant nearly a mile from the town-hall of Chelmsford. It was built in 1712, 
hy George Bramston, es<(. of tlie family of that name, of Screens, in 1 vox well. 
After this estate and house had been sold by the original propri(*tor, it was sucot's- 
sively in possession of various purchasers; and, remaining the property of cap|ain 
Frazier, was given in marriage with hisj daughter to admiral ForU'scuc?. "I'luj park is 
oriianiented with finely grilled trees, of ltixuria\it growth ; and the surrounding 
grounds, chielly consisting of rich meadow-lands, are exceedingly fertile. ^I'ln* 
present owner is John Fuitlifnl Fortescue, esq. nephew , of |he adqiiral ; and it is in 
the occupation of Vicesiinus Knox, esq. 


Pac.k 30:^. 

According to former statements, 4"oggeshall long bridge was obliged to he kept in 
repair by the lords of the manors and fee farmers of Great ami Little Coggcshall : 
but this point was dispiiNMi a few years since, the parties interested coiitmiding that it 
belo'iged to the county to <lo this work; and after an* expensive law-suit, a jury 
decided that the repairs were, of right, to be done by them. 

Page 127. 

Mr..Morant has erroneously stated the free grlimmar school of Earls’ Colne to 
have been tlie gift of tl:c earls of Oxford. It was founded by Christopirer Swallow, 

* Arms : — Argent, on a chevron sable, three annulets, tu* ; a crescent, .surnioiiiAcil by .Isabel, Ibi 
(l\rt«*rciice. Crest ; — On a wreath of the colours, a lion coiichaiit, afgeiit. , 

I * 

Lady’s anus: — in an eseiiteheoii as heiress: Quarterly; first and fourth, argent, three bar geninieles, 
sable ; seeoiid, argent, on a bend dexter, sable, three dolphins, argent ; third, q.iarterly, first and fourth, 
argent. ^$econ<I and third sable, three iiiullet.s, argent ; in the centre, an escutcheon guies, charged witJi 
a poi tctillis, or, siiriiiouiited by a regal crown, nruuer. .Motto Esse (nftTui videti.** 
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vicar of Messing*, in the reign of king Henry the eighth, and eiidowetl vhh a farm- 
liouse and lands called l^ickstones, in the parishes of Stisted and Patteswiirk ; a 
cottage and land called Tiiinbletie, in Stisted; a farm-house and lands in the parish 
of Ardleigh; lands called Potts, in tlu* parish of Marks Tey ; and a cottage and lamls 
in the parish of Messing, the gross annual income in 1827 amounting to one hundred 
and seventy-five pounds one shilling, for the stipport and inaiiilenance of a proper 
person to execute the office of a school-master, “who shall he able to teach and 
instruct children in a grammar-school there, and to teach the number of thirtv 
chihlren, whose parents shall be dwelling in the said parishes, where the said lands 
and tenements are situated ; and others, whose parinits are poor, witlifuit any fee 
or reward.” 

The present possessor of this estate is Thonias Towle, esq. of Castle street. Falcon 
square, London, the .patronage of the school and lands having been granted by tin? 
right honourable Aubrey, earl of Oxford, lord lieutenant of the county of Essi.'x, by 
deed, datc^l the 3()th of September, 1G73, to George Cressener the elder, of Earls’ 
C'olne, gentleman, .Tohn Cressc^ner, of London, grocer, and George Cressener the 
y(ningt»r, <d*the Middle Temple, London, gentleman, from whom they have descended 
to fiim, and which deed is in bis possession. , There are no statutes. The school is 
open to the hoys of poor persons the parislicis where the lands are, and to those of 
Karls’ ( 'oUic, free «>f expense. 'I'he patron and master nominate. They are admitted, 
generally^ it seven years of age, and there is no prescribed time for their continiiam’e 
at schooL Thirty* hoys c|i the foundation, and about sixteen others, Are usually 
educatiMl in this school. TI^ir Eton grammars ^are used; and the scholars are further 
iiistruct4»d in history, geography, the use of the globes, English grammar and com- 
position, writing, arithmetic, ami book-keeping. There are no exlnl)i^)ns, nor any 
university advantages, belonging to this school. The master receives the whole it 
the endowment, except ten pounds per annum to the patron* fur rent of the school,, 
which is his freehold property. The master usually receives'* about six piq^ls, at 
twenty-five poumls per annum eaeh. 
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Pcig<*s 78 Sc 7'J, Iascri|itiou, line 4, rani Gudhohi ; for Wallings, read Wallingcr ^ 
/ttr |tieiitis.simi, read picntlssii^.'ss ; and read also “ die xvii Janiiarii, 1800.** 
Page Hi, third line from the bottom, Mildmay, re^id Petre. 

— ' 92, sixth line frg^^i the bottom, /or Jebb, read Gepp. 

— Itl4, third line,/(:;r grandfather, read grandson. 

— 178, seventeenth line from the bottom, for twenty-two, reatf thirty ; and for two 

thousand, read four thousand. r 

- ■W.'l, N<*te, and several following notes of reference, /or >lf .ronctage, read baronage. 
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NAMES OF PEKSONS AND FAMILIES. 


{a. signifies the family arms.) 


Abbot, lord Colchester, a. (533 
Abdv, 238 
A bell, «. 141 

Adam, son of Durand, 69 

Adeliza, 5.*) I 

Alan Tergent, 63 

Alhemnrlc, 6S 

Alfred, 46, 49 

Algar, 113 

Alleyn, 209—215 ' 

Alwin, 120 
Aniys, Lsraol, a. 585 
Aiidrowcs, a. 422 
Angsiir, 70 
Ashursl, a. 518 
AstleVj «• 170 

Aiidley, 358, n. 360, 362—4 
Aylmer, it. 249 
Aylolfe, a. 250 


Ilaeon, 145 

Ilainard, or llayiiard, 66, a. 384 
llarday, Alexander,. 11^ 
Barrington. 1 1 9 
Basset, l)isno]>, ^#(^2 
iiastwick, 177 
Bayiiard, a. 381 
Bayning, Paul, 132 
Beauchamp, a. 5,77 
Beche, John, 277—323 
Bedell, a. 172 

hishop, 237 

Bendish, a. 627 — 657 1 
Beiidlowcs, a. 663 
Bennet, fr. 217 
Bigg, n. 477—643 
VOL. I. 


Bigot, 473 , 

Bircjies, William u, 391 
Blaekmore, sir Richard, 452 
Blois, le, 631 y 
Blytliinun, a. 49ir 
Bol^dioca, 32 
Bolcyn, or Bulleti, 103 
Bonham, 265, a. 401 
Bonner, bishop, 407 
Boreham, dc, 101, 121 
Bottenham, a. 406 
Botelcr, 103, a. 373 
Botetourt, a. 581* 

Buurchicr, a. 465 
Boxted, de, a. 150 
firage, «. 548 
Piramston, 180 
Braiidenhani, 274 
Brandon, 132 
Bray broke, bishop, 77 
Brice, a. 566 
Brien, 120 
Brukemaii, 218 ^ 

Brc¥wni\ a. 171 

J ruce, 1 14 — 167 
pllock, «. 229, 493 
ulstrode, Whitlock, 218 
liures, 570 
Burnell, 407 
Butts, a. 572 
Burgle, or Burghersh, 87 


Ciesar in Essex,* 30 
Canioys, a. 615 
Carbonell, u. 572 
Casebourn, q. 373 


Cassividanus, 28 — 31 

Castel, 247 

Cavendish, 564 
Cliainberlayne, a. 474 
Charlton, 122 
Chibborne, a. 386 
Clerk, a. 672 
Clifton, 202 
Cloptoii, a. 561 
Cloville, a. 136, 336, 621 
Coe, 538 

Coel and Helena, 32 

Coggeshale, r/. 672 

Corny ns, haroti add lamiiy, 164 

Compton, 

bi.s1iop, 415 

Conyers, 105 
Cornish, a. 195 
Coni'vallis, 409 
CorsCllis, 397 ^ 

Cox, 'PJi^^ias, M. 

Craekeroae, family, Ol^-w 
Cremeld, !SMQ ^ 

('resscner, «\477 
•(Jomwcll, Oliver, 28 1 


Dagger worth, 474 
Dalton, a. 682 
^Daniel, ri. 385, 544 
D^ifer, 271- 
Durey, 121, a, 251 t 
Dean, a 492 

Denham, sir John. 455, 447 
Dennys, a. 483 
Despenscr, a. 646 
Deuric, William, 69 
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Disney, Dr. 148 
Distcr, a, 583 ^ 

Dona, Walter dc, 68 
Doreward, 525 
Drue Drury, 492 


Hadwine, 113 
Eldcred, a, 402 
J'Mmond, son of Algot, 69 
I'Mwurd, son of Sucnc, 70 
Edwards, a. 202 
Elliston, Cl. 537 
Elwes, a, 593 

John, 598 

Endo, Dapifer, 64 
Ene, earl of, 66 
Engaino, n. 429 
Erkcnwald, 43 
Erkwin, 42 
Eudos, viscount, 55 
Eustace, 63 
Rverard, 1 24 ; 1 95 


Eelton, a, 565, 589 
I'Y*rn?, de, a. 538 
Ferrers, Henry de, 65, 131 
Fillol, or Filliol, 118, 261 
Fiske, rt. 481 
Fitch, 90 
Fitzgilbort, 70 
Fitzralph, a, 474 
Fitzhiiniphrey, a. 56 
Fitzotho, a, 581 • 

Fitzwalter, 90, 353 
Fleinynge, 142 
Fprtescue, a. 220 
Foster, tt. 392 
Frodo, 69 
Frogcuhall, «. 373 
Fyndcrna, a. 444 


Gate, a. 256/578 

Gcnl^ sq. 612 
A. 634 

GerAon, Robert, 6(V<hirii)y, 301 
Gibelon, or Gibclow, a. 186 
Gilbcrd, Dr. 31 1 
Gislebert, son of 'J'urold, 69 
Gi/*ebert, the \)rie8t, 70 
Gobioti, 664 
Godebold, o. 241 
Goddesbalf, 254 
God save our Ladies, 70 
Godwin, VO 
— ■■ deacon, 70 
Golding, a, 575 
Goldingham, «i. 544 
Goldington, 97 


Goldsmith, Dr. 101 
GoBcelin Lorimer, 69 
Goushill, or Gonsell, a. 646 
Grencvill, a, 639 
Grey, de, a. 439 
Griinstoii, 303, 386 
Guriiai, Hugh, 68, 559 
Gutbrum, 47 


Haggebeni, 69 
Hamo, Dapifer, 65 
llandlo, a. 372 
Hanningbeld, de, 136 
llarlackendeii, a, 422 
Harold, 53 
Harrington, «. 494 
Harsnet, bishop, 320 
Hawk wood, a. 505 
Haynes, a. 405 
Hciide, 261 
Henry I. 272 

Hickeringbill, I'Almuiid, 316 
Hoare, 105— lOS 
Hoding, <7. 491 
Holland, Pbilenionv 90 
Iloneywood, «. 372 
Hubert dc St. C'air, 272 
Hiiffbrd, Robcrt.'lk, 455 
I luntcrcombe, «. 191 

Ilbodo, 69 

Jobson, n. 357 — 393 
John, son of Walerbam, 67 
grandson tf Walcram, 69 

Katharine of Arragon, 11 1, 276 
Kemp, 566 \ a. 651 
Kingsmill, a. 390 
•Kirby, a. 520 
Knights hospitalers, 197 
Knivet, a. 401 


Langford, Thomas, 88 
Lanvallci, William dc, 27*2 
Laud, Erasmus, 416 
Layer, r/. 594 
Limesci, 68 ; a. 553 
[iinguurd, 219 
Lionel, Ralnli, 70 
Liston family, 560 
Littcl, a, 466 
Llewellyn 111 
London, 430 , 

Love, family of, 277 
Lucas, a, 323, 356 
Luckyn, a. 202 


Luckyn, of Messing, 386 
Lynne, a. 445 


Mabon, 202 

Macwilliam, 639 ; a. 640 
Malet, Robert, 67 
Mandcville, or Magnaville, George, 
65, 192, 234 
Mandubratius, 31 
March, a, 203 
Marescball, Roger, 69 
Marshall, a. 660 
— — ■ - " Stephen, 668 
Marsham, 412 
Marten, a. 373 
Martin, a. 548 
Matthew, 397 
Mathew, 566 
Matthews, 262 
Matilda Fitzwalter, 87 
Maurice, bishop, 76 
Mauritaniensis, 68 
Maxey, 265 
Mead, 659 
Merkeshall, a. 372 
Mildmay, «. 89 
Moduinus, 69 
Moignes, a. 632 
Moidt, 105 
Montfort, 65; r/. 371 
Montgomery, 228, 416 
Morley, a. 467 
Mortqin, eqrl, J32 
Mott, 680 
]y ountney, a. 144 
^ u*;len, a. 203 


Naylinghiirst, 119 
Nettles, 419 
Neville, a. 671 
Norman, 564 
North wood, «. 678 
^^,)nl^ofts, a. 059 
Nottidge, 608 


Odo, bi8L,'m,'62 
Oila, U 

Oliver, n, 402 '• 

OlmiiL^.102 Sk 

Osgood, Hanbury, 479 
Otto) Aurifaber, 70 
Owen, 370 


Pakcnbani, a. 613 
Park, a. 541 
Parmentier, 481 
Pascl^ll, a, 114 
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Paston, dc, 553 
Pttyiic, «. 470 
Peart, or Pert, a. 145 
Peccatum, or Pcche, family, 656 
Pembroke, earl of, 135 
Pctrc family, 148; a. 177 
Pever family, 638 
Pcvercl, llalph, 66 

William, 68 

Peyton, 389 

Pictavemiis, Roger, 68 

Pipard, 516 

Piper, a. 595 

Plume, or Plumb, a. 526 

Pole, dc la, 434 

Prescot, a. 145 

Price, a. 252 

Ptolemy, 34 

Pykc, 'r. caq. 608 


ilaiualdus Halistarius, 70 
llalph, brother of Ilger, 67 
Ramis, Roger de, 67 
Rant, a. 659 
Ralcliire, 104 ; a. 351 
lUy, 23S 

Rayleigh, baroness, 210 
Raymond, a. 578 
Rchow, a. 302 
Rich, 211 

Richard,, son of (lislebcvt, 6 1 
Rivers, 2.56 ^ ^ 

Robert, sou of Corbiition, 67 

Roscelin, 70 

(lobeit, 70 

Robtoft, 6.31 
Roche.stcr, 241 
Roger de Atburville, 65 

Rigot, 67 

Rogers, a. Ill 
Rolf, 502 

Rook, captain, 220 
llotherliam, 196 
Itiigglcs, a. 6.51 


Sabcrct, 12 
Sackville, i;59, 136 
Saber de Ciiiiiiey^5?3 
St. Martin, 45,^ 


St. Quintin, Hugh de, 69 
Sasselin, or Saissclin, 69, 310 
Saxons in Essex, 41 
Sayer, 307, 310; a. 410 
Scales, 123, 255 
Scobies, William do, 68 
Scoteney, sir Walter dc, 643 
Sebright, 115 
Sewel, a. 486 
Sigebert the Good, 43 
Skrene, 178 
Smytli, a. 226 
Somerset, earl of, 433 
Sorele, a. 194 
Southcote, 220 
Spain, de, a 6.50 
Sperling, 193, 608 
Spice, a. 2.35 
St. Clcre, a. 126 
Stafibrd, carl of, 169 
Stannard, 70 
Staunton, a. 528 
St. Clair, Hubert de, 272 
Steyngreve, a. 578 
Strutt, a. 240 • 

Suckling, 224 
Suene of Essex, Gi: 

Sulyavd. a. 142/.^. 

Suyey, duke otf^433 
Switibournc, a. Ill 
Swinnerton, a. 401 
Swytlu'lyn, 43 
Symonds, a. 529 


Tallakernc, a. 59 ^ 
ifl’any family, 189 
Tattcrshall, 201 
Tedric Poiiitel, 69 
Tendring, a. 392 
Tey family, 41.3 
Thompson, a. 679 
Til Waite, a. 182 
Tihel, Brito, 67 
Tindal, 494; a. 195 
lodd, a. 625 
lodenei, Robert, liS 
Toft,* 120 
'fi^on, a. 161 
T^or, Edmund, 133 
jKfiiell, 196 


Turchill, 70 • 
Tusser, 259 
TwedVf a. 155 
Tyrell, a, 108 


Ufford, 455, 538 
Ulueva, 70 


Valciico, de, 12.3 
V^aloinc, Peter de, 67 
Vaux, 592 

Vere, or dc \Y‘rc, Alberic de, 67, 
511; a. 517 

sir Francis, 587 

Horace, 588 

Villicrs, 185 


Wake, a. 4.32 
Waldogravc, 558 
Wulford, 608 
Walkfare, lOS 
Waller, Cocus, 69 
■ the di acon, 67 

Waltham, lord, 106 

do, a. 202 

W^althoof, 68 

Walton, Wanton, or Waiilou, 124 

Wankford, a. 611 

Wanton family, 6.30 

W'arner, a. 193 

Warren, WilHifm de, 6.3 

Way, a. 530 

Weiidovcr, 98 

Wentworth, 673 

Western, 

Weston, 197 ; a. .379 
White a. 109 
Widvillo, 1.32, 169 
William the eoiiquerur, 56 
— r-A-V deacon ,^9 

— CuiiM^^nc, 7o 

WiHcman7^127, 198 
Wuodstock^V^iomas of. 16^ 

Wright, 215^ 

Vy^coll, a. 483 

Young, Patrick, M.A. 188 
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NAMES OF PLACES, See. 


Abbots, 219, 403 

hall, 682 

Abels, 4C1 
Agriculture, 10 

Albright, chapel of, Ovington, ijQO 
Aldhani, and hall, 408 
■ — ■ ■ house, 409 
Alphamstonc, 476 
Amhorsbury banks, 31 
Andrews, 610 
Animals, 19^ 

Antiquities, 35, 160, 234, 038, 
677 

Anns, coats of, (i 1 1 , 

Arnold’s, .145 

Ashen, and Ashen house, 593 

hall, 595 

Aidifords, 467 
Ashw/ll hall, 004 
Assandune, 51 
Auberies,^ 549 


Bacons and F'orics, 417 
— — ino.Abr, 145 
Badcool4i, 390 

BaddOw, Great, andiliall, 113 

Little, 1 1 rt 

{laddesmere, 401 
Raker's manor, 074 
BaHington, and manor, 550 
Bails, 197 ,, 

Barentine’s, or Barrington s fc£^’ 
552 * ^ 

Barwick hall, 427 
BastardV manor, 404 
Bathornc manor, 613 
Battisfords, 219 
Battle of Hastings, 54 
Bauds barn, 392 
Bay and Say Trade, 278, 335 


Bayley hill, 616 
Baynard’s castle, 384 
Beacon farm, 404 
Beaumont Otes, 172 

Bedeirshall, 172 

Bedenested manor, i37 
Budesmansberg, ^172 
Bekeswell manor,«.87 
Belchamp, St. Paiu s, 574 

Walter, and hall, 57r 

Oton, and hall, 581 

St. Etlielbert, 590 

Bellcumbcr hall, 058 
Bellhouse, 400 
Bclstcd hall,' 185 
Bendish, 026 
Benedict Otes, lV2 
Bennington hall, 220 
Bereman’s 191 

Bergholt, W«st, and hall, 440 
Bert hall, 428 
dlcrwicks, 642 
Bicknacre priory, 133 
Birch, Great, 390 

Little, and hall, 392 

castle, 391 

Birdbrook, and hall, 607 
Bishop’s, 85, 20S 
Black Brook, 451 

Friars, 88 

Blackinore, parsonage and hall, V.' 

End, 674 

Blamsters, 461 
Blastard's fee, 204 
Bloxham’s fee, 1 89 
Bloys, 502, 631 
Blessed Baileys, 197 
Blue Bridge, 460 
Blunts, 152, 218 
Bointon hall, 663 
Bois hall, 458 


Bonetts, or' Poults, 475, 519 
Boroham, 101 

house, 108 

Boring for water, 7 

Borley, 55# 

Botetourt’s chapel, 580 
Botingham hall, 405 
Boulogne, honour of, 545, 592, 002, 
626 

Boiirchicrs, 258, 305, 380, 409 
Bourc hall, 501 
Bower’s manor, 172 

or Bowes, hall, 566 

— • parsonage, (>27 

Bf^jXted, 450 

- hali, 477 

^RyteoB, 201 
Boy ton, 178, 663 
Bradheld, 647 
Bradleys, 468 
Bradwell, and hall, 2(i3 
Braham manor, 208 
Braxted, Great, and lodge, 250 

Little, 254 

Brn^s, 584 
Braywood hall, 449 
Brent hall, 108, 031, 601 



f Bfomneld, Ib-x 
► Bronijilon’s manor, 130 
Brfiok ht*’.l, 071 
- — street, 408 

house, 430, 439 

Brundon, 552 
Bruntons, 430 
Buckwyns, 153 
Bullocks, ?97 
Biilmcr, 5 »3 
Bumsted Steeple, 626 
Biintft¥g’s green, 131 
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Kunccs; 527 
Bures, 435 
Butlers, 136,543 
Butsbury, 152 
Bytiam hall, 493 


C;esaromagiis, 37, 165 
Camoy's hall, 645 
Camp, 606 

Camuloduiium, 31, 32, 37, 267 
Canals, 4 
Cangle, 468 
Canon Barnes, 136 
Caiionium, 37 
Carbonclls, 572 
Cariseway, 601 
Caxtons, 491 
('hadweiis, 6 1 7 
Chambers, 379 
Chaiiipeynes, 132 
(Hiapel, 419 

street, 419 

hill, 420 

Chatham hall, 193 
Cliatley, 208 
Chediugswell, 382 
('lielmshoo house, 494 
Chelmsford, 71 
(.'hepiiig hill, 215 
Chervilles, 137 
Che vers, 145 • 

Chigiial ‘St. J amcs, 1 89 

: — Sjncaly, 190 » 

Church liall, 2G0, 442 
Civil wars, 61 
(.'laidoiis, 136 
Clare, or Claret, hall, 592 

priory, 5i)7 

Claveriiigs, 46(j 
Clees, 476 
Climate, 22 
Cockshotc, 466 
CloVille's hall, 136 
(;)ockayne, 395 
Cock fields, 660 
Codhani, and manor, 672 

Little, 674 

Coggesliall, 362 > 

• 5— • abbe^^ffuTin a'n 6 67, 

Little, 365 

Colchester, 2^6 

— — . ■— burnt, 271 , — 

first charter of, *//3 

— charti^r of Henry V. 275 

Henry V 1.27^5 

Edw. tv. 276 

Hen. Vir. ib. 

flcn.VllJ./A. 

Eluabcth, queen, at, 

278 


Colchester. Walsingham,sir Francis, 
279 

K. Charles II. charter, 

279 ' ' 

troubles in, 1648 

— ■■ royal forces, 281 

— royalists at, 284 

at Braintree, 

281 

at Lees, 282 

siege, 285 

surrender, 290 

— — death of sir Charles 

Lucas and sir George Lisle, 294 

Charles II. new charter. 

James II. and \Vm. II. 

charters, 293 

■ — — ' — miscellaneous privileges, 
293 

survey of the town, 297 

walls, iff, 

— ■— gates, 29S 
. — .. — Mary, St. at the walls, 
parish, 300 

Crouched Friars, 30 1 

guild of St. Helen, ib. 

St. Peter’s parish, 305 

Heyiie!s chantry, 307 

lied row, or exchange, 

now the con/roarket, ib. 

. — — king Coel’s pump, i0.\ 

— North bridge, ib. ^ 

• — llumwald, St. parish, 

308 

Moot hall, ib. 

market-place, ib. 

Marti: i, St. parish, 309 

' Holy Trinity, parish of, 

310 

Nicholas, St. parish, 31 1 

St. Helen s chapel, 312 

— All Saints’ j)ari8h, ib. ^ 

the castle, ib. ' 

St. James’s parish, 316 

Grey Friars, 317 

— — St, Anne’s chnpel, ib. 

Eiist bridge, 318 

— St. Butolpb, parish and 

priory, ib. 

Theatre, 320 

St. Giles, ib. 

the old Hytlic, ib. 

j- St. John’s abbey,- 

■ St. Mary Magdalen’s 

parish, 326 

St. Leonard's parish, or 

tliQ Hylhe, 327 

government of, 329 

charters, &c. 333 

— — — • trade, 334 

— markets, 338 


Colchester. Hospital, schools, alm.s- 
houses, and nther charities, 340, 
348 

societies, &c, 348, 352 

liberties of, 353 

— ■ — Lexden, ib 

Mots, lodge and purk,854 

Mile-end parish, 335 

Greenstead parisli, 356 

Berechurch, 357 

(’olne, Karls, and hall, 420 

priory, 423 

Engaiuo, and park, 42fi 

Wake, and bull, 432 

White, and Colne Green, 57.5 

Cook’s hail, 441 
Copfold, or Cold ball, 156 
Copford, and hall, 404 
(’opsheaves, 160 
Cornetts, 549, 658 
Creping hall, 434 
Cressing, 225 

temple, 221 

Crix hall, 246 
Crondon, 153 
Crosses, 353 
Culverts, 10 
Ciist hall, 641 


Dttgworths, 474 
Danbury, 127 

place, 128 

Dane Gelt, 5 1 
Danes, 44, 46»— 48 
Danish encampment, 12(i 
Decoys, 25 

Dedham, and halt, 454 

? school, 456 
odge, ib. 

Dives hall, 190 

and Fechos, 656 i 

* Dobbins, 671 
IJdhtfsd.'iy book, 56 
Doniland, Ka.st, 39^ 
Dorcwui 257, 

Duke, l8:iL 
Durolitum, 
lines’, hall, 492 
^liyves’ Iiuil, 656 


A Irlarncst fee, 246 
ej’lasterford lia^/262 
fh&t Thorp, 388 
Ku^on hall, 579 
1 'id win’s hall, 133 
Embankments, 10 


Empfurd bridge, 362 
Essex, under the Koriian^. 28 


under the Saxons, I J 
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Essex, under ;the Danes, 45 Halstead lodge, 469 

‘ after theNorieao conquest, 5d Hanningfield, East, 136 

— estate, 604 — ■ West, i6. 

Kwell-hall. 263 South. 138 


Fairsted, and manor, 231 

Faulkbourne, and hall, 226, 230 

Favrewood, 208 

Felix hall, 261 

Fering and Feringhury, 378 

Ferrers, 477 

Fidlers, 170 

Finchtngfield, 649 

Fingrith, 161 

Fishers, 435 . 

Fisheries, 24 
Fitzjohns, 467 
Fleming’s, 142, 335 
Flower’s hall, 646 
Ford street, 4 1 1 
Fordham, Great, and hail, 438 
Forests, 23 
Fort Essex, 285 
Foxearth, and hall, 569 
Frcstling's, 153 
Frog’s hall, 468 
Fryemitig, aipd manor, 158 
Fuel, 7 

Fulboume’s, 208 

Gagor’s, 583, 

Gallewood, 86 
Gainsford's, 644 
Gaol, the county, 91 
Gentries, 442 
Geology, 14 
G|Bn><^ine8, 415 < 
oSrnons, 442, 631 
Gestir^Kthorpe, 535 • 

Gladfcn W, 461 
Gobions, 207, 234, 647 
Goddings, 534 
Goldingham ball, 544 
Goldington, 4*^ 

Gosbecs. 

Ooveiv .lent of the coj^ty, 25 
Graces, or Grasses, 

Grandon h^I, 548 
Ovapnels, «!t28 
Grassalls, 502 
Gr^:n8ted greeh, 469 
Greenstreet hall, 408 
Grenvilles, 639. 

Grey’s, 501 
Ounce's, 527 
Gutter’s^fSG 
Guy Harling, 84 

Hall place, 421 
Halstead, 458 


— Temple, and Para* 

ges, 137 

Hanley, or Hauley, 148 
Harberts, 384 
Ha88et'8,172 

Harsted green, and hall, 615 
Hastings, battle o( 55 
Hatfield Pevorill, and manor, 24.3 

priory, 244 

Hawes, or Hotots, 189 
Hawkshall, 647 

Hawkwood’s manor and chantry, 
503 

Hays, Little, 139 
Hcdingham, Sibil, 500 

— castle and nunnery, 

508 

Henny, Great, and manor, 485 

(►— Little, 487 

Hende, 264 
Heyron’s, 126 
Hiae hall, 194 
High Beech, 20 
High field hall, 586 
Highlands, 164 • i 
Hinb,3 

^ill house, 1 98 
ll ip worth hall, 467 
Hobridge bull, 219 
Hog end, 219 

Holders, (ancient) of lands in Essex, 
365 

Holficld Grange/*365 
Hoo, or How, 409 

hall, 257 

Hoppoles, 49ji 

Jlorkesley, Little, hall and priory, 
fi 

* Great, and manor, 448 

Hosedens, 491 
Ilotts, 445 

Hovels, 365 , 

Howchius, or Fowchitis, 380 
Hunt's hall, 475 ' 

IIUBSOCS, 611 

Hyde, the, 674 
Hypocaust, 606 
llythe, 266 


Iciuni, 38 
Ikening street, 4 
Impey hall, 153 
Ingatestone, and ^all, 147 
Inglcsthorp, 428 
Inworth, and hall, 382 
Israel’s, 197 


Jacklets, or JekeU’s, 133, 657 
Jericho, 160 
Justices, 660 


Keeler's, 396 
Kelvedon, 260 
Ketchins, 649 
Kewtonliall, 98 
Kirby hall, 520 
Knights hospitalers, 216 


Lachley's, 634 
Lammarsh, 480 
Lambert’s, 418 
Laneham’i, 258 
Langham, and hall, 452 

house and lodge, 453 

■ ' ..valley, ib. 

Langley's, 194 
Launde’s, 595 
Lees, Great, 205 
Little, 209 

manor and priory, 19.3, 201 

Lcxden, village, &c. 353, .361 
Lilly, or Littlchay’s, 139 
Lion R hall, 206 
Liston, and hall, 558, 562 
Lowe's or Loy's half, 241 
Lucas's, 466 


Mjgilt distillery, 337 
Manufactures, 8 

Great, 491 

— — Little, and manor. 496 

Marclieta, custom of, 398, 417 
Margaretting, 155 
Margeries, or Terling hall, 240 
Markshall, 371 
Miirahall’s, 114 
Marsh lands, 21 
Mhry hull, 579 
Mesopotamia, 75 

Messing, parish, hall, at d lodge, 
383 

MiddlcmtK^ i20 
MiuJiK^on, ''all, 4F.S 
Moon hall, 639 
M(U‘eha1Vi172 
Uqu 354 

MoulVham, and hall, 87 
Mpuntnoy’s, 181 
.^ountnessing, 144 
Moynes, and hall and park, 632 
Mugden ha^, 248 
Mulsjiam }i;ill, 207 
Muiichensies, 46G 
Murd«un, 273 



Netherhall, 441, 537 
New liall, 102 
Newland, 182, 216 
Nicholls, 679 
Normandieii,;477 
Norman conquest, 52 
. Norto^^e, 658 

Notley, White, and hall, 233 

Black, 234 

Nottons, 540 


Obome’s, or Woborne's, 664 
Odewell, 539 
Okenden’s fee, 242 
Olddeld's Gran^i^e, 365 
Old hall, 101, 674 
Old Holt, 406 
Oliver 8, 402, 647 
Osterly park, 1G9 
Oavth, St., 682 
Otiiona Ytlianccaster, 40 
Overhall, 430, 455, 533, 535 
Ovington, 428 

588 

Oyster fishcjy, 306 


l*aiiela-le-hill, 603 
Paricbicn’a, 466 * 
Patching hall, 185 
Pateswick, and hall, 380 
Payne’s, 567 
Pebmarsh, 266 
Pelham’s, 183 
Pentlow, and liall, 563 
Percy's, -466 
Pennon teres, 403 
Pcverell’s, 137 
Peyton hall, 179 
Picots, 381 
Plastic clay, 2 1 
Polhey,^74 
Pontesbright, 419 
Pool, the, 528 
Popes, 420 
Population, 26 
Porter’s, 108, 549 
Portland’s, 115« 
Power’s, 20:i 
Prested hall, 378^ 
Preyer’s, 500 
Prior’s, 186, 461, 503 


Rands place, 38^ 
Redfant's, 682 
Redgwell, 602 

— — Norton, 604 
Religious l^iso^es, 60 




Retenden; |bd hall, 

Ridley bid], 242 
Ri&ham’s, 121 
RiiigepB,'241 
Riyinhail, 255 
Rivers, 1 

• ball, 450. 

Robtoft’s, 631 

Roman antiquities, 216, 226, 269, 
293, 296, 353, 607 
— ' ■ pavement, 295, 309 

coins, 296 

geography of Essex, 33 

villa, 39, 605 

Romans, Essex under the, 27 
Rowhedge, 394 
Roxwcll, 178 
Runwiejll, and hall, 141 
Rye's hall and lo^e, 487 


Sandon, 123 
Sandon's, 142 
Scenery, 3 
Sculpin's, 659 
Scbnghthall, 115 
Shalrord, and hall, 677 
Shakstones, 170' ^ * 

ShenfioieVs, 156 " 

Shernhall, 680 
Shreb, 403 
Shreves, 430 
Simnell’s, 461 
Sir Hughes, .114 
^eletons found, 123, 606 
^sfcteens, 178 « 

Slamondsey, 333 
Slow house, 468 
Small lands, or Marshnlle, 246 
Smeeton hall, 545 
Soil, 8 

Somner's, 674 
South house, 194 
Spain's hall, 527, 650 
Sparrows, 484, 504 
Spencer's, 530 
Sphinx, ^94 
Spoon|8 hall* 475 
Speingheld, and hall, 97 

— Dukes, and Spviiiglield 
Barns 


Stumieve} 628 ■ 

Swafno's,^9# , 

■ «■ 

;• ^r- ■ ■ 

Tay or Tey Mark hall, Little, 412 
— * ■ ■ " » GreaV 416 
Terling, tmace, place, and ball, 
239 : . , 

Thames, jjiassage of, 29 > * 

Three chimneys, 604 
Tilbunr, and nidi, 584 
Tilekiln, 504 
Tiptree, and priory, 251 
Tobie priory, 146 
Toppesfield, 642 
Toppingo hall, 246 
Trinobantes, 27 
Trumpington’s, 418 
Tumulus, 607 
Turgis, 171 

Twinsted, and hall, 482 
Tychall,T81 


Ulting, and hall, 248 
Up-hall, 41 7 ' 


Vaux, 583 
gVilla Faustini, 38 


.rns, 98 

■ ■ pkicc, 90 

Stambourn and hall, 636 
Stanley hall, 474 
Stanst^ hall, 462 
Stanway, and hall, 399 
Staunton’s, 236 
St Anna's,, 208 
St. dere^s, 126 
Stock, 154 


Wake’s hall, 575 
WalasscB, or Waleis, 493 
WoUotM, 198 * 

Walkfare's, 108 
Walshes, 198 

Waltham, Great, ‘and manor, Ijll 

Littkc -'00 

Warreyn’s, 418 . 

VWarner’.s, 193 
^^arrock’s, 210 

WaSb, 6^^ 

Wastc^ lands, 23 
^ Water, 7 
* Waterhouse, 

Water-mills, an^^it, 617 
Wat Tyler’s insumetion, 57, 59 
Wells, nienor, 387 
Walls and springs, 5, 338 
Wellhouse, manor, I860 
Wenlocks, 453 
W4teal], manor, 251 
WeSws, manor, J$0 
Wcthemeld, and manor, 669 
White’s manor, 153 
White house, 688 
Whitley, 608 
Wic, 411 * 

.Wickham, St. Paul’*, 48« 
Wickham's manor, i:W 
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The manor-house of Hatfield Peverel was also called Hatfield Termines, or 
Termytts, from a person of the name of Elene Tcrminc, by whom it was held in the 
reign of Edward the First The account of the possessors of this estate cannot be 
distinctly traced till we find it in the Bacon family, in 1310, from whom it descended 
to the families of Berghersh, Arundel, and to Thomas Chaucer, son of the celebrated 
lK)et, Geofrey Chaucer, whose daughter was married to William de la Pole, duke of 
Sufllblk, whose grandson, John, earl of Lincoln, engaging in the afiair of Lambert 
Simnel, was slain in a battle at Stoke, in Nottinghamshire, in 1487, and this estate, 
with his other possessions, were forfeited to the crown. It was afterwards granted to 
Oliver St. John, Esq., whose posterity enjoyed it for many generations, till it was 
sold, in the year 1674, by Sir Walter St. John, to Anthony Collins, Esq., of the 
Middle Temple ; from whom it passed to his son Henry, whose son, Anthony, died in 
1723, his only son having died before him, and his estates descended to his two 
daughters, Elizabeth, married to Walter Carey, i!<sq., and Martha, to the hon. 
Robert Fairfax, brother to Lord Fairfax. Upon Marthas death, Walter Carey, 
Esq., in right of his wife, became entitled to this, and the inanors of Saiidon, and 
of Gibcrake, in Purley. The mansion-house, called Hutficldbury, lies about half 
a mile north from the church. 

The Priory manor of Hatfield Peverel was one of the numerous lordships given 
to Ralph Peverel, who married the beautiful Ingelrica, daughter of a noble Saxon, 
the concubine of William the Conqueror. This lady, in her latter days, rr])enting 
her past conduct, to make some atonement, fomided a college here in the time of 
William Rufus, for secular canons, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, where she silent 
the remjiinder of her life, and at her decease, about the year ilOO, was buried in 
the church. ‘Her legitimate son, named William Peverel, who ucas governor of 
Dover Castle in the time of Henry the First, converted the college into a priory of 
Benedictines, subordinate to St. Alban’s abbey, dedicating it .o the Virgin Mary. 
He confirmed all that before bi^onged to that church, and which had been given to 
it by his father and*ancestors, adding thereto his own piansion, and all his other 
luftises, to be converted into dwellings for ihc monks ; and three fields near the 
church, and AlvelwGod and Haiwood; also lands called Copinch, Colinges, and 
Aichacham, with a mill ; the tithes of his rents in Maldon, the whole tithe of Dome, 
and th^ churches of Achaton, Aselon, and Chri-stesaie, with huids and tithes.* 
They also had the advowson and patronage of the church of Little Waltham, and the 
tithes of certain demesne lands in Bradwell-near-the-sea; with tithes in Little Baildow, 
in Ulting, Witham, Terling, and Bdreham. In 1231 this priory was nearly de- 
stroyed by fire, but was afterwards re-edified. At the suppression it was purchased of 
the crown, by Giles Leigh, of Walton Leigh, in Surrey, son, or grandson, and heir 

* One of those churches, the names of which are so disfigured, was Assiiigton, in SufToik. 








